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P  R  E  F  ACE. 


The  work  of  preparing'  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
begun  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  19, 1864,  by  Adjt.  Gen. 
E.  D.  Townsend,  IT.  S.  Army,  who  Qansed  copies  to  be  made  of  reports 
of  battles  on  tile  in  his  office  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing 
records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  No.  i>l,  of  1866,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  Watson  was  appointed  to  supervise  th(‘  preparation  and  formulate 
a  plaii  for  the  publication  of  the  records,  but  he  did  no  work  and  drew 
no  pay  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July  27,  1868,  by  limi¬ 
tation  of  the  resolution.  This  resolution  also  repealed  the  former  one 
and  work  ceased. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  in  this  work  was  the  act  of  June  23, 
1874,  providing  the  necessary  means  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official  Eecords  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,”  and  directing 
him  ‘‘  to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  tele¬ 
grams,  and  general  orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or  printed,  and  prop¬ 
erly  arranged  in  chronological  order.”  Appropriations  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  for  continuing  such  j)reparation.  Under  this  act  the 
preliminary  work  was  resumed  by  General  Townsend,  who  first  out¬ 
lined  the  plan  on  which  the  records  are  printed,  though  it  appears  that 
originally  he  contemi^lated  publishing  to  the  world  oidy  the  more  im¬ 
portant  military  reports. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War  De¬ 
partment  until  December  14,  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of  a  single 
head,  detailed  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  to  take  charge 
of  the  bureau  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  work. 

The  act  of  June  23,  1874,  greatly  enlarged  upon  the  first  crude 
scheme  of  publication.  On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was  de¬ 
termined  that  the  volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  reports, 
but  also  ‘^all  official  documents  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler, 
and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value.”  Colonel  Scott  system- 
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atized  the  work  and  the  plan  and  presented  the  records  in  the  following 
order  of  arrangement,  which  has  been  adhered  to  by  his  successors : 

The  first  series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Confederate,  of 
the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all  mil¬ 
itary  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns  relating 
specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  sev¬ 
eral  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the  events),  and  the  Union 
reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate 
accounts.  The  correspondence,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  ‘^reports”  proper  will 
follow  (first  Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns. 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military 
authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  offi¬ 
cials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for 
troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  author¬ 
ities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the  Union  officials,  as  of 
the  third  series,  biit  excluding  the  correspondence  between  the  Union  and  Confed¬ 
erate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  approved  June  16,  1880,  provided  ^‘for  the  printing  and  bind¬ 
ing,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a  com¬ 
pilation  of  the  Official  Eecords  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  publication, 
during  the -fiscal  year;”  and  that  ^^of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  De¬ 
partments.”  Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the 
first  five  volumes  of  the  records.* 

^All  subsequent  volumes  have  been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  August 
7,  1882,  which  provides  that : 

^''The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  distrib¬ 
uted  as  follows:  One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now  pro¬ 
vided  by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  tlie  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  tliree 
hundred  copies  shall  bo  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed¬ 
ing  twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of  * 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele¬ 
gates  shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
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Col.  Robert  N.  Scott  died  Marcb  5, 1887,  before  the  completion  of  the 
work,  which,  during  a  ten  years’  service,  he  had  come  to  love  so  dearly. 
At  his  death  some  twenty-six  books  ouly  had  been  issued,  but  he  had 
compiled  a  large  amount  of  matter  for  forthcoming  volumes;  conse¬ 
quently  his  name  as  compiler  was  retained  in  all  the  books  up  to  and 
including  Yoh  XXXYI,  although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to 
his  compilations  from  new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7, 1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 
TJ.  S.  Army,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott.  He  had  con¬ 
tinued  in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved  March  2, 
1889,  it  was  provided — 

That  hereafter  the  preparation  and  publication  of  said  records  shall  he  conducted, 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  an 
officer  of  the  Army,  and  two  civilian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  compensation  of  said  civilian  experts  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  judge-advo¬ 
cate,  IT.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  Josefih  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem¬ 
bers  of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  publication  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work  beginning  with 
Serial  Xo.  36  of  Vol.  XXIY. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  and  accurate  index,  and  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  convenience  of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a  general 
index  to  the  entire  set  when  complete  in  a  volume  by  itself. 

Xothing  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con¬ 
temporaneous  records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  board’s  work  is  to 
decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  imblished ;  to  correct  and 
verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and  occasionally  to  add  a 
foot-note  of  explanation. 

GEO.  B.  DAYIS,  Major  and  J.  A.,  U.  8.  A., 
LESLIE  J.  PERRY,  Civilian  Expert, 

JOSEPH  W.  KIRKLEY,  Civilian  Expert, 

Board  of  Publication. 

Approved : 

REDFIELD  PROCTOR, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  1,  1891. 

covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent.” 
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CHAPTER  EVI 


OPERATIONS  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND 

FLORIDA. 


November  14-December  31,  1864. 


OF"  THE  EVENTS. 

Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864. — The  Savannah  (Georgia)  Campaign. 

16-17, 1864. — Expedition  from  Barrancas  to  Pine  Barren  Bridge,  Ela. 

29. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Boyd’s  Landing,  S.  C. 

30. 1864.  — Engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Grahamville,  S.  C. 

Dec.  6-  9, 1864. — Demonstrations  against  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  S.  C. 
13-19, 1864. — Expedition  from  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to  Pollard,  Ala.,  and  skirmishes. 

20. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  the  Pocotaligo  Road,  S.  C. 


NOVEMBER  15-DECEMBER  21, 1864. — The  Savannah  (Georgia)  Campaign. 

sumumalRY  of  the  events. 

Nov.  15,T864. — Sherman’s  army  starts  from  Atlanta. 

Skirmish  at  Jonesborongh. 

Skirmish  near  East  Point. 

•  Skirmishes  near  Rough  and  Ready  and  Stockbridge. 

16. 1864.  — Action  at  Lovejoy’s  Station. 

Skirmish  at  Bear  Creek  Station. 

Skirmish  at  Cotton  River  Bridge. 

17. 1864.  — Affair  at  Towaliga  Bridge. 

19. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Buck  Head  Station. 

20. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Clinton. 

Skirmish  at  Walnut  Creek.  ' 

Skirmish  at  East  Macon. 

Skirmish  at  Griswold ville. 

21. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Griswoldville. 

Skirmish  near  Macon. 

Skirmish  at  Gordon. 

Skirmish  near  Eatonton. 

21-23, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  Clinton. 

22. 1864.  — Engagement  at  Griswoldville. 

23. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Milledgeville.  , 

23-25, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  Ball’s  Ferry  and  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad 
Briflge,  Oconee  River. 

25. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Sandersville. 

26. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Sandersville. 

27. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Sylvan  Grove. 

27-28, 1864. — Action  at  Waynesborongh. 

28. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Davisborongh. 

Skirmish  near  Waynesborongh. 


For  mention  of  this  skirmish,  see  reports  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  pp.  422, 436. 
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Nov.  28, 1864. 


Dec. 


29. 1864. 

30. 1864. 

1. 1864. 

2. 1864. 

3. 1864. 

4. 1864. 


5. 1864. 

7. 1864. 


9, 1864. 


10, 1864.— 


11-21, 1864. 
12, 1864. 


13. 1864. - 
14-21, 1864.- 

16. 1864. 


Skirmish  at  Buck  Head  Church. 

Engagement  at  Buck  Head  Creek,  or  Reynolds’  Plantation. 
Skirmish  near  Louisville. 

Skirmish  at  Louisville. 

Skirmish  at  Milieu’s  (or  Shady)  Grove. 

Skirmish  at  Rocky  Creek  Church. 

Skirmish  at  Buck  Head  Creek. 

Skirmish  at  Thomas’  Station. 

Engagement  at  Waynesborough. 

Skirmish  near  Statesborough. 

Skirmish  at  Station  No.  5,  Georgia  Central  Railroad. 

Skirmish  at  the  Little  Ogeechee  River. 

Skirmish  near  Lumpkin’s  Station. 

■Skirmish  at  the  Little  Ogeechee  River. 

•Skirmish  at  Jenks’  Bridge,  Ogeechee  River. 

Skirmish  at  Buck  Creek. 

Skirmish  at  Cypress  Swamp,  near  Sister’s  Ferry. 

■Skirmish  at  Ebenezer  Creek. 

Skirmish  near  Bryan  Court-House. 

■Skirmish  at  Ogeechee  Canal. 

Skirmish  between  Eden  and  Pooler  Stations. 

Skirmish  at  Cuylers  Plantation. 

Skirmish -at  Monteith  Swamp. 

Skirmish  near  Sj)ringfield. 

Skirmish  near  Savannah. 

Capture  of  the  C.  S.  Steamer  Ida. 

Investment  of  Savannah. 

Communication  established  between  General  Sherman’s  army  and 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren. 

Capture  of  the  C.  S.  Steamer  Resolute. 


-Skirmish  at  Hinesville. 


RTGFORTS,  TGTC.* 


No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi. 

No.  2. — Organization  of  the  Union  Forces. 

No.  3. — Itinerary  of  the  Union  Forces,  November  1-December  31. 

No.  4. — Capt.  Orlando  M.  Poe,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 

No.  5. — Capt.  Thomas  G.  Bajdor,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 

No.  6. — Col.  Amos  Beckwith,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

No.  7. — Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

No.  8. — Capt.  James  M.  McClintock,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  Col.  David  Remick,  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

No.  10. — Asst.  Surg.  David  L.  Huntington,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Director. 

No.  11. — Maj.  Gen.  Peter  .1.  Osterhaus,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps^ 
No.  12. — Lieut.  William  H.  Sherfy,  U.  S.  Army,  Signal  Officer. 

No.  13. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  14. — Col.  Milo  Smith,  Twentj’-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

*For  Grant’s  reference  to  tlu'se  o])erations,  see  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  p.  29.  For 
reports  of  naval  co-operating  forces,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
December  4,  1865. 
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No.  15. — Col.  Thomas  Curly,  Twenty-seveutli  Missouri  Infantry,  of  operations  May 
1-December  21. 

No.  16. — Lieut.  Col.  Dennis  T.  Kirby,  Twenty-seventb  Missouri  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  December  4. 

No.  17. — Col.  Kobert  F.  Catterson,  Ninety-seventb  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  November  22. 

No.  18. — Maj.  Asias  Willison,  One  hundred  and  third  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  19. — Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  N.  Alexander,  Forty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 
November  22. 

No.  20. — Maj.  Edward  N.  Upton,  Forty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  21. — Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 
No.  22. — Col.  Theodore  Jones,  Thirtieth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
No.  23. — Col.  James  S.  Martin,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  24. — Maj.  William  M.  Mabry,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  of 
operations  October  4,  1864-January  4,  1865. 

No.  25. — Lieut.  Col.  George  H.  Scott,  Eighty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  5,  1864-January  2,  1865. 

No.  26. — Lieut.  Col.  Louis  von  Blessingh,  Thirty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 
November  13,  1864-January  2,  1865. 

No.  27. — Col.  Augustus  C.  Parry,  Forty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1864-January  2,  1865. 

No.  28. — Maj.  George  F.  Kili,  Fifty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  29. — Col.  John  M.  Oliver,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Bri¬ 
gade. 

No.  30. — Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  31. — Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  U.  S.  Array,  commanding  Fourth  Division, 

No.  32. — Brig.  Gen.  Elliott  W.  Rice,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  33. — Lieut.  Col.  Jerome  D.  Davis,  Fifty-second  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  34. — Lieut.  Col.  Roger  Martin,  Sixty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

^No.  35. — Col.  Noel  B.  Howard,  Second  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  36. — Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Parrott,  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  37. — Col.  Robert  N.  Adams,  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  October  5-December  21. 

No.  38. — Maj.  Wheelock  S.  Merriman,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  39. — Capt.  William  S.  Boyd,  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  40. — Maj.  William  C.  Henry,  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  October 
5-December  21. 

No.  41. — Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  J.  Hurlbut,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Third  Brigade. 

No.  42. — Lieut.  Col.  Hector  Perrin,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  43. — Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P^  Blair,  jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps. 

No.  44. — Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  45. — Brig.  Gen.  Mortimer  D.  Leggett,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 
No.  46. — Brig.  Gen.  Manning  F.  Force,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
operations  December  2.  ^ 

No.  47. — Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Division. 

No.  48. — Capt.  Henry  Duncan,  Fifty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  First  Brigade. 

No.  49. — Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Left  Wing,  of  oper¬ 
ations' September  29-December  21. 

No.  50. — Col.  George  P.  Buell, Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Pontoniers. 
No.  51. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Moore,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  sec¬ 
tion  of  Pontoon  Train. 

No.  52. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps. 
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No.  53. — Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Carlin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  54. — Cdl.  Harrison  C.  Hobart,  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  55. — Maj.  John  H.  Widmer,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  7-December  21. 

No.  56. — Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  E.  Briant,  Eighty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  57. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  H.  Brigham,  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade. 

No.  58. — Lieut.  Col.  David  Miles,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  59. — Capt.  James  H.  Low,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  60. — Lieut.  Col.  Arnold  McMahan,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  3-December  21. 

No.  61. — Maj.  Robert  P.  Findley,  Seventy-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  62. — Maj.  Michael  H.  Locher,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  October  3-December  21. 

No.  63. — Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  64. — Journal  of  Second  Division. 

No.  65. — Col.  Robert  F.  Smith,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
No.  66. — Capt.  Ebeu  White,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  67. — Maj.  James  H.  McDonald,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  68. — Capt.  Charles  H.  Richman,  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  69. — Lieut.  Col.  Joel  O.  Martin,  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  70. — Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Pearce,  Ninety -eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade. 

No.  71. — Lieut.  Col.  Maris  R.  Vernon,  Seventy-eighth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  72. — Capt.  James  R.  McLaughlin,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  73. — Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Langley,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois  Infan¬ 
try,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  74. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Clancy,  Fifty-second  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  75. — Brig.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  76. — Lieut.  Joseph  R.  Channel,  Battery  C,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

No.  77. — Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williams,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Twentieth  Army 
Corps. 

No.  78. — Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  J.  Jackson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 
No.  79. — Surg.  Henry  Z.  Gill,  U.  S.  Army,  Surgeon-in-Chief. 

No.  80. — Col.  James  L.  Selfridge,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  81. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  W.  Daboll,  Fifth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  21-December  23. 

No.  82. — Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Rogers,  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  In¬ 
fantry,  of  operations  October  21-December  24, 

No.  83. — Capt.  William  Merrell,  One  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York  Infantry. 

No,  84. — Maj.  Patrick  Griffith,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  85. — Col.  Ezra  A.  Carman,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  86. — Col.  William  Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  87. — Maj.  Frederick  H.  Harris,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.  88. — Lieut.  Col.  Allen  N.  Sill,  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Hnfantry,  of 
operations  September  2-Deccmber  23. 

No.  89. — Maj.  Alfred  B.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  90. — Col.  William  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  91. — Col.  James  S.  Robinson.  Eighty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  92.— Maj.  Ferdinand  H.  Rolshauseu,  Eighty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  4-December  23, 
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No.  93.— Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Le  Sage,  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  2-December  23. 

No.  94. — Lieut.  Col.  Hezekiah  Watkins,  One  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York 
Infantry. 

No.  95.— Capt.  John  Garrett,  Sixty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  September 
4-December  22. 

No.  96. — Lieut.  Col.  David  Thomson,  Eighty-second  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  97. — Col.  Francis  H.  West,  Thirtj^-first  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  98. — Brig.- Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  99.— Col.  Ario  Pardee,  jr..  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  100.— Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Kirkup,  Fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  101. — Maj.  Myron  T.  Wright,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  Novem¬ 
ber  15-December  19.  • 

No.  102. — Capt.  Jonas  Schoonover,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  De¬ 
cember  20-24. 

No.  103. — Lieut.  Col.  Eugene  Powell,  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  Sep¬ 
tember  4-December  21. 

No.  104. — Col.  John  Flynn,  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  Sep¬ 
tember  2-December  21. 

No.  105. — Lieut.  Col.  John  Craig,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  September  2-December  21. 

No.  106. — Col.  Patrick  H.  Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  September  18-December  21. 

No.  107. — Col.  George  W.  Mindil,  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  2-December  21. 

No.  108. — Col.  John  T.  Lockman,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  September  1-December  21. 

No.  109. — Maj.  William  H.  Hoyt,  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  September  2-December  21. 

No.  110. — Maj.  Lewis  D.  Warner,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  111. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Cresson,  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  112. — Capt.  Walter  G.  Dunn,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  113. — Col.  Henry  A.  Barnum,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  114. — Maj.  Thomas  Elliott,  Sixtieth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  115. — Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  S.  Chatfield,  One  hundred  and  second  New  York  In¬ 
fantry. 

No.  116. — Lieut.  Col.  Koert  S.  Van  Voorhis,  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New 
York  Infantry. 

No.  117. — Maj.  Nicholas  Grumbach,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  118. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Zulich,  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  119. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Walker,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  September  3-December  21. 

No.  120. — Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Ward,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  121. — Col.  Franklin  C.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  September  23-December  21. 

No.  122. — Maj.  Hiland  H.  Clay,  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  123. — Maj.  Henry  D.  Brown,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  124. — Col.  Henry  Case,  One  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  125. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Merrill,  Seventieth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  126. — Col.  Daniel  Dustin,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade. 

No.  127. — Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Burton,  Thirty-third  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  128. — Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  B.  Crane,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry. 
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No.  129. — Lieut.  Col.  John  J.  Baker,  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  4-December  21. 

No.  130. — Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Bloodgood,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  131. — Col.  Samuel  Ross,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  132. — Lieut.  Col.  Philo  B.  Buckingham,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Infantry. 

No.  133.— Lieut.  Col.  Elisha  Doane,  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  5-December  21. 

No.  134. — Lieut.  Col.  Lester  B.  Faulkner,  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York 
Infantry. 

No.  135. — Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  H.  Powers,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  136. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  H.  Hurst,  Seventy-third  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  2-December  21.  " 

No.  137. — Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  C.  Winkler,  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  4-December  21. 

No.  138. — Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  commanding  Artil¬ 
lery  Brigade,  of  operations  September  2-December  21. 

No.  139. — Capt.  Charles  E.  Winegar,  Battery  I,  First  New  York'  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  September  2-December  21. 

No.  140. — Lieut.  Edward  P.  Newkirk,  Battery  M,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  September  2-December  21. 

No.  141. — Lieut.  Jerome  B.  Stephens,  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  of  oper- 
-  ations  September  2-December  24. 

No.  142. — Capt.  Thomas  S.  Sloan,  Battery  E,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  2-December  26. 

No.  143. — Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Cavalry 
Division. 

No.  144. — Col.  Eli  H.  Murray,  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  145. — Lieut.  Col.  Fielder  A.  Jones,  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

No.  146. — Capts.  Joseph  T.  Forman  and  Robert  M.  Gilmore,  Second  Kentucky  Cav¬ 
alry. 

No.  147. — Lieut.  Col.  Robert  H.  King,  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

No.  148. — Col.  Oliver  L.  Baldwin,  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

No.  149. — Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  150. — Col.  Smith  D.  Atkins,  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Second  Brigade. 

No.  151. — Lieut.  Col.  Matthew  Van  Buskirk,  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infan¬ 
try. 

No.  152. — Col.  George  S.  Acker,  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

No.  153. — Col.  Thomas  T.  Heath,  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

.  No.  154. — Col.  William  D.  Hamilton,  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

No.  155. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  W.  Sanderson,  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

No.  156. — Capt.  Yates  V.  Beebe,  Tepth  Wisconsin  Battery. 

No.  157. — Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

No.  158. — Maj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division, 
Georgia  Militia,  of  operations  October  12-November  30,  including  en¬ 
gagement  at  Honey  Hill,  S.  C. 

1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman^  TI.  8.  Army.,  commanding 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  22,  1864. 
Dear  General:  I  take  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  we  are 
in  possession  of  Savannah  and  all  its  forts.  At  first  I  proposed  to  ex¬ 
tend  across  the  river  above  the  city  from  Slocum’s  left,  but  the  enemy 
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had  a  gun-boat  and  ram  heavily  armed  that  would  have  made  the  step 
extra  hazardous;  also  the  submerged  rice  fields  on  the  northeast  bank 
were  impracticable.  I  then  went  to  Hilton  Head  to  arrange  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Foster  to  re-enforce  his  movement  from  Broad  Eiver,  but  before  I 
had  completed  the  move  Hardee  got  his  garrison  across  and  off*  on  the 
Union  plank  road.  Our  troops  entered  at  daylight  yesterday,  took 
about  800  prisoners,  over  100  guns  (some  of  the  heaviest  caliber),  and 
a  perfect  string  of  forts  from  Savannah  around  to  McAllister,  also 
12,000  bales  of  cotton,  190  cars,  13  locomotives,  3  steam  boats,  and  an 
immense  supply  of  shells,  shot,  and  all  kinds  of  ammunition.  There 
is  a  complete  arsenal  here,  and  much  valuable  machinery.  The  citi¬ 
zens  mostly  remain,  and  the  city  is  very  quiet.  The  river  below  is 
much  obstructed,  but  I  parted  with  Admiral  Dahlgren  yesterday  at  4 
p.  m.,  and  he  will  at  once  get  about  removing  them  and  opening  a  way. 
The  enemy  blew  up  an  iron-dad  (Savannah),  a  good  ram,  and  three 
tenders,  small  steamers.  As  yet  we  have  made  but  a  partial  inventory, 
but  the  above  falls  far  short’  of  our  conquests.  I  have  not  a  particle 
of  doubt  but  that  we  have  secured  150  fine  guns,  with  plenty  of  ammu¬ 
nition.  I  have  now  completed  my  first  step,  and  should  like  to  go  on 
to  you,  via  Columbia  and  Ealeigh,  but  will  prepare  to  embark  as  soon 
as  vessels  come.  Colonel  Babcock  will  have  told  you  all,  and  you 
know  better  than  anybody  else  how  much  better  troops  arrive  by  a  land 
march  than  when  carried  by  transports.  I  will  turn  over  to  Foster 
Savannah  and  all  its  outposts,  with,  say,  one  division  of  infantry,  Kil¬ 
patrick’s  cavalry,  and  plenty  of  artillery.  Hardee  has,  of  course, 
moved  into_South  Carolina,  but  I  do  not  believe  his  Georgia  troops, 
militia  and  fancy  companies,  will  work  in  South  Carolina.  His  force  is 
reported  by  citizens  at  from  15,000  to  20,000.  The  capture  of  Savannah, 
wTth  the  incidental  use  of  the  river,  gives  us  a  magnificent  position  in 
this  quarter;  and  if  you  can  hold  Lee,  and  if  Thomas  can  continue  as  he 
did  on  the  18th,  I  could  go  on  and  smash  South  Carolina  all  to  pieces, 
and  also  break  up  roads  as  far  as  the  Eoanoke.  But,  as  I  before  re¬ 
marked,  I  will  now  look  to  coming  to  you  as  soon  as  transportation 
comes.  We  are  all  well  and  confident  as  ever. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 
Major-General^  JJ.  8.  Army. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  1,  1865. 

General 

On  the  12th  of  November  my  army  stood  detached  and  cut  off  from 
all  communication  with  the  rear.  It  was  composed  of  four  corps — the 
Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth,  constituting  tlie  Eight  Wing,  under  Maj. 
Gen.  O.  O.  Howard;  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps,  constituting 
the  Left  Wing,  under  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum — of  an  aggregate  strength 
of  00,000  infantry ;  one  cavalry  division,  in  aggregate  strength  5,500, 
under  Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick,  and  the  artillery,  reduced  to  the 
minimum,  one  gun  per  1,000  men. 

*For  portion  of  re])ort  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  580^ 
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The  whole  force  was  moved  rabidly  and  grouped  about  Atlanta  on  the 
14th  of  November.  In  the  meantime  Oapt.  O.  M.  Poe  had  thoroughly 
destroyed  Atlanta,  save  its  mere  dwelling-houses  and  churches,  and 
the  Eight  Wing,  with  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  was  put  in  motion 
in  the  direction  of  Jonesborough  and  McDonough,  with  orders  to  make  a 
strong  feint  on  Macon,  to  cross  the  Ocmulgee  about  Planters’  Mills, 
and  rendezvous  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gordon  in  seven  days,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  day  of  march.  On  the  same  day  General  Slocum  moved 
with  the  Twentieth  Corps  by  Decatur  and  Stone  Mountain,  with  orders 
to  tear  up  the  railroad  from  Social  Circle  to  Madison,  to  burn  tlie  large 
and  important  railroad  bridge  across  the  Oconee,  east  of  Madison,  and 
turn  south  and  reach  Milledgeville  on  the  seventh  day,  exclusive  of  the 
day  of  march.  In  person  I  left  Atlanta  on  the  16th,  in  company  with 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  (Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jeff.  C.  Davis),  by  Lithonia,  Cov¬ 
ington,  and  Shady  Dale,  directly  on  Milledgeville.  All  the  troops  were 
provided  with  good  wagon  trains,  loaded  with  ammunition  and  sup¬ 
plies,  approximating  twenty  days’  bread,'  forty  days’  sugar  and  coffee, 
a  double  allowance  of  salt  for  forty  days,  and  beef-cattle  equal  to  forty 
days’  supplies.  The  wagons  were  also  supx)lied  with  about  three  days’ 
forage,  in  grain.  All  were  instructed,  by  a  judicious  system  of  foraging, 
to  maintain  this  order  of  things  as  long  as  possible,  living  chiefly,  if  not 
solely,  upon  the  country,  which  I  knew  to  abound  in  corn,  sweet  i)ota- 
toes,  and  meats. 

My  first  object  was,  of  course,  to  place  my  army  in  the  very  heart  of 
Georgia,  interposing  between  Macon  and  Augusta,  and  obliging  the 
enemy  to  divide  his  forces  to  defend  not  only  those  points,  but  Millen, 
Savannah,  and  Charleston.  All  my  calculations  were  fully  realized. 
During  the  22d  [20th]  General  Kilpatrick  made  a  good  feint  on  Macon, 
driving  the  enemy  within  his  intrerichments,  and  then  drew  back  to  Gris¬ 
wold  ville,  where  Walcutt’s  brigade  of  infantry  joined  him  to  cover  that 
flank,  whilst  Howard’s  trains  were  closing  up,  and  his  men  scattered, 
breaking  up  railroads.  The  enemy  came  out  of  Macon  [22d]  and  attacked 
Walcutt  in  position,  but  was  so  roughly  handled  that  he  never  repeated 
the  experiment.  On  the  eighth  day-after  leaving  Atlanta  (namely,  on 
the  23d  [22d])  General  Slocum  occupied  Milledgeville  and  the  important 
‘bridge  across  the  Oconee  there,  and  Generals  Howard  and  Kilpatrick 
were  in  and  about  Gordon. 

General  Howard  was  then  ordered  to  move  eastward,  destroying  the 
railroad  thoroughly  in  his  progress  as  far  as  Tennille  Station,  opx^osite 
Sandersville,  and  (leneral  Slocum  to  move  to  Sandersville  by  two 
roads.  General  Kilpatrick  was  ordered  to  Milledgeville,  and  thence 
move  rapidly  eastward,  to  break  the  railroad  which  leads  from  Millen 
to  Augusta,  then  to  turn  ux)on  Millen  and  rescue  our  xirisoners  of  war 
supposed  to  be  confined  at  that  place.  I  accompanied  the  Twentieth 
Corps  from  Milledgeville  to  Sandersville,  approaching  which  place,  on 
the  25th,  Ave  found  the  bridges  across  Buffalo  Creek  burned,  Avhich  de¬ 
layed  us  three  hours.  The  next  day  we  entered  Sandersville,  skirmish¬ 
ing  Avith  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  AAdiich  offered  little  opposition  to  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  Twentieth  and  Fourteenth  Corps,  entering  the  place 
almost  at  the  same  moment. 

General  Slocum  was  then  ordered  to  tear  up  and  destroy  the  Georgia 
Central  Eailroad,  from  Station  13  (Tennille)  to  Station  10,  near  the 
crossing  of  Ogeechee — one  of  his  corps  substantially  following  the  rail¬ 
road,  the  other  by  AA^ay  of  LouisAulle,  in  support  of  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry. 
In  x)erson  I  shifted  to  the  Eight  Wing,  and  accompanied  the  SeA^en- 
teenth  Corps  (General  Blair)  on  the  south  of  the  railroad,  till  abreast  of 
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Station  (Barton),  General  Howard,  in  i^erson,  with  the  Fifteenth 
Corps,  keeping  farther  to  the  right,  and  about  one  day’s  march  ahead, 
ready  to  turn  against  the  flank  of  any  enemy  who  should  oppose  our 
progress.  At  Barton  I  learned  that  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  had  reached 
the  Augusta  railroad  about  Waynesborough,  where  he  ascertained  that 
our  prisoners  had  been  removed  from  Milieu,  find  therefore  the  purpose 
of  rescuing  them,  upon  which  we  had  set  our  hearts,  was  an  impossibility. 
But  as  Wheeler’s  cavalry  had  hung  around  him,  and  as  he  had  retired 
to  Louisville  to  meet  bur  infantry,  in  pursuance  of  my  instructions  not 
to  risk  battle  unless  at  great  advantage,  I  ordered  him  to  leave  his 
wagons  and  all  incumbrances  with  the  Left  Wing,  and  moving  in  the 
direction  of  Augusta,  if  Wheeler  gave  him  the  opportunity,  to  indulge 
him  with  all  the  flghting  he  wanted.  General  Kilpatrick,  supported 
by  Baird’s  division  of  infantry  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  again  moved  in 
the  direction  of  Waynesborough,  and  encountering  Wheeler  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Thomas’  Station,  attacked  him  in  position,  driving  him  from 
three  successive  lines  of  barricades  handsomely  through  Way nesbor- 
ongli  and  across  Brier  Creek,  the  bridges  over  which  he  burned;  and 
then,  with  Baird’s  division,  rejoined  the  Left  Wing,  which  in  the  mean¬ 
time  had  been  marching  by  easy  stages  of  ten  miles  a  day  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Lumpkin’s  Station  and  Jacksonborongh.  The  Seventeenth 
Corps  took  up  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  at  the  Ogeechee,  near  Sta¬ 
tion  10,  and  continued  it  to  Milieu,  the  enemy  offering  little  or  no  oppo¬ 
sition,  although  preparations  had  seemingly  been  made  at  Millen. 

On  the  3d  of  December  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  which  I  accompanied, 
was  at  Millen;  the  Fifteenth  Corps  (General  Howard)  was  south  of  the 
Ogeechee,  opposite  Station  7  (Scarborough);  the  Twentieth  Corps 
(General  Slocum)  on  the  Augusta  railroad,  about  four  miles  north  of 
Millen,  near  Buck  Head  Church,  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps  (General 
Jeff.  C.  Davis)  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lumpkin’s  Station,  on  the  Augusta 
railroad.  All  were  ordered  to  march  in  the  direction  of  Savannah — 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  to  continue  south  of  the  Ogeechee,  the  Seventeenth 
to  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  as  Ogeechee  Church — and  four  days  were 
allowed  to  reach,  the  line  from  Ogeechee  Church  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Halley’s  Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  Eiver.  All  the  columns  reached 
their  destinations  on  time,  and  continued  to  march  on  their  several 
roads — General  Davis  following  the  Savannah  Eiver  road;  General 
Slocum  the  middle  road,  by  way  of  Springfield;  General  Blair  the  rail¬ 
road,  and  General  Howard  still  south  and  Avest  of  the  Ogeechee,  with 
orders  to  cross  to  the  east  bank  opposite  Eden  Station,  or  Station  Ko.  2. 

As  we  approached  Savannah  the  country  became  more  marshy  and 
difficult,  and  more  obstructions  were  met  in  the  way  of  felled  trees, 
Avhere  the  roads  crossed  the  creek,  swamps,  or  narrow  causeways;  but 
our  pioneer  companies  Avere  Avell  organized,  and  removed  these  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  an  incredibly  short  time.  Ko  opposition  from  the  enemy  worth 
S])eakiug  of  aa  as  encotintered  until  the  heads  of  columns  were  within 
fifteen  miles  of  Savannah,  Avliere  all  the  roads  leading  to  the  city  were 
obstructed  more  or  less  by  felled  timber,  with  earth-Avorks  and  artillery. 
But  these  were  easily  turned  and  the  enemy  driven  away,  so  that  by 
the  10th  of  December  the  enemy  was  driven  within  his  lines  at  Savan¬ 
nah.  These  followed  substantially  a  SAvampy  creek  Avhich  empties  into 
the  Savannah  Eiver  about  three  miles  above  the  city,  across  to  the 
head  of  a  corresponding  stream  which  empties  into  the  Little  Ogeechee. 
These  streams  Avere  singularly  favorable  to  the  enemy  as  a  coa^u’,  being 
very  marshy,  and  bordered  by  rice  fields,  Avhich  were  flooded  either  by 
the  tide  Avater  or  by  inland  ponds,  the  gates  to  which  Avere  controlled 
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and  covered  by  bis  heavy  artillery.  The  only  approaches  to  the  city 
were  by  five  narrow  causeways — namely,  the  two  railroads,  and  the 
Augusta,  the  Louisville,  and  the  Ogeechee  dirt  roads — all  of  which 
were  commanded  by  heavy  ordnance,  too  strong  for  us  to  fight  with  our 
light  field-guns.  To  assault  an  enemy  of  unknown  strength  at  such  a 
disadvantage  appeared  to  me  unwise,  especially  as  lhad  so  successfully 
brought  my  army,  almost  uuscathed,  so  great  a  distance,  and  could 
surely  attain  the  same  result  by  the  operation  of  time.  I  therefore 
instructed  my  army  commanders  to  closely  invest  the  city  from  the 
north  and  west,  and  to  reconnoiter  well  the  ground  in  tlieir  fronts, 
respectively,  whilst  I  gave  my  personal  attention  to  opening  communi¬ 
cations  with  our  fleet,  which  I  knew  was  waiting  for  us  in  Tybee, 
Wassaw,  and  Ossabaw  Sounds. 

In  approaching  Savannah  General  Slocum  struck  the  Charleston 
railroad  near  the  bridge,  and  occupied  the  river-bank  as  his  left  flank, 
where  he  had  captured  two  of  the  enemy’s  river  boats,  and  had  pre¬ 
vented  two  others*  (gun-boats)  from  coming  down  the  river  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  cityj  while  General  Howard,  by  his  right  flank, 
had  broken  the  Gulf  railroad  at  Fleming’s  and  Way’s  Stations,  and 
occupied  the  railroad  itself  down  to  the  Little  Ogeechee,  near  Station 
1;  so  that  no  supplies  could  reach  Savannah  by  any  of  its  accustomed 
chanuels.  We,  on  the  contrary,  possessed  large  herds  of  cattle,  which 
we  had  brought  along  or  gathered  in  the  country,  and  our  wagons  still 
contained  a  reasonable  amount  of  breadstuffs  and  other  necessaries, 
and  the  fine  rice  crops  of  the  Savannah  and  Ogeechee  Elvers  furnished 
to  our  men  and  animals  a  large  amount  of  rice  and  rice  straw.  We 
also  held  the  country  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  Ogeechee  as  forag¬ 
ing  ground.  Still,  communication  with  the  fleet  was  of  vital  impor¬ 
tance;  and  I  directed  General  Kilpatrick  to  cross  the  Ogeecliee  by  a 
pontoon  bridge,  to  reconnoiter  Fort  IVIcAllister,  and  to  proceed  to  Saint 
Catherine’s  Sound,  in  the  direction  of  Sunbery  or  Kilkenny  Bluff,  and 
open  communication  with  the  fleet.  General  Howard  had  previously, 
by  my  direction,  sent  one  of  his  best  scouts  down  the  Ogeechee  in  a 
canoe  for  a  like  purpose.  But  more  than  this  was  necessary.  We 
wanted  the  vessels  and  their  contents;  and  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  a  nav¬ 
igable  stream,  close  to  the  rear  of  our  camps,  Avas  the  proper  avenue 
of  su])ply. 

The  enemy  had  burned  the  road  bridge  across  the  Ogeechee,  just 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Oaniiouchee,  known  as  King’s  Bridge.  This 
was  reconstructed  in  an  incredibly  short  time,  in  the  most  substantial 
manner,  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  (Colonel  Buell),  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Eeese,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th  of  December  the  Second  Division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  crossed  the  bridge  to  the  Avest  bank 
of  the  Ogeechee  and  marched  down  Avith  orders  to  carry  by  assault 
Fort  McAllister,  a  strong  inclosed  redoubt,  manned  by  tAVO  companies 
of  artillery  and  three  of  infantry,  in  all  about  200  men,  and  mounting 
twenty-three  guns  ill  barbette  and  one  mortar.  General  Hazen  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  McAllister  about  1  p.  ni.,  deployed  his  division 
about  the  place,  Avitli  both  flanks  resting  upon  the  riA^er,  posted  his 
skirmishers  judiciously  behind  the  trunks  of  trees,  whose  branches  had 
been  used  for  abatis,  and  about  5  ]>.  m.  assaulted  the  place  Avith  nine 
regiments  at  three  iioints,  all  of  them  successfully.  I  Avitnessed  the 
assault  from  a  rice  mill  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  handsome  manner  in  Avhich  it  Avas  accomplished. 
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Up  to  tLis  time  we  liad  not  communicated  with  our  fleet.  From  the 
signal  station  at  the  rice  mill  our  officers  had  looked  for  two  days  over 
the  rice  fields  and  salt  marsh  in  the  direction  of  Ossahaw  Sound,  but 
could  see  nothing  of  it.  But  while  watching  the  preparations  for  the 
assanlt  on  Fort  McAllister  we  discovered  in  the  distance  what  seemed 
to  be  the  smoke-stack  of  a  steamer,  which  became  more  and  more  dis¬ 
tinct,  until  about  the  very  moment  gf  the  assault  she  was  plainly  visi¬ 
ble  below  the  fort,  and  our  signal  was  answered.  As  soon  as  I  saw  our 
colors  fairly  planted  upon  the  walls  of  McAllister,  in  company  with 
General  Howard  I  went  in  a  small  boat  down  to  the  fort  and  met  Gen¬ 
eral  Hazen,  who  had  not  yet  communicated  with  the  gun-boat  below,  as 
it  was  shut  out  to  him  by  a  point  of  timber.  Determined  to  communi¬ 
cate  that  night,  I  got  another  small  boat  and  a  crew  and  pulled  down 
the  river  till  I  found  the  tug  Dandelion,  Captain  Williamson,  U.  S. 
Navy,  who  informed  me  that  Captain  Duncan,  who  had  been  sent  by 
General  Howard,  had  succeeded  in  reaching  Admiral  Dahlgren  and 
General  Foster,  and  that  he  was  expecting  them  hourly  in  Ossabaw 
Sound.  After  making  communications  to  those  officers,  and  a  short 
communication  to  the  War  Department,  I  returned  to  Fort  McAllister 
that  night,  and  before  daylight  was  overtaken  by  Major  Strong,  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Foster’s  staff,  advising  me  that  General  Foster  had  arrived  in  the 
Ogeechee,  near  Fort  McAllister,  and  was  very  anxious  to  meet  me  on 
board  his  boat.  I  accordia  gly  returned  with  him,  and  met  General  F oster 
on  board  the  steamer  Nemaha;  and  after  consultation  determined  to 
proceed  with  him  down  the  sound  in  hopes  to  meet  Admiral  Dahlgren. 
But  we  did  not  meet  him  until  we  reached  Wassaw  Sound,  about  noon. 
I  there  went  on  board  the  admiral’s  flag  ship,  the  Harvest  Moon,  after 
having  arranged  with  General  Foster  to  send  us  from  Hilton  Head 
some  siege  ordnance  and  some  boats  suitable  for  navigating  the  Ogee¬ 
chee  Biver.  Admiral  Dahlgren  very  kindly  furnished  me  with  all  the 
data  concerning  his  fleet  and  the  numerous  forts  that  guarded  the 
inland  channels  between  the  sea  and  Savannah.  I  explained  to  him 
how  completely  Savannah  was  invested  at  all  points,  save  only  the 
plank  road  on  the  South  Carolina  shore,  known  as  the  Union  Causeway, 
which  I  thought  I  could  reach  from  my  left  flank  across  the  Savannah 
Eiver.  I  exi^lained  to  him  that  if  he  would  simply  engage  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  forts  along  Wilmington  Channel,  at  Beaulieu  and  Eosedew, 
1  thought  I  could  carry  the  defenses  of  Savannah  by  assault  as  soon 
as  the  heavy  ordnance  arrived  from  Hilton  Head.  On  the  15th  the 
admiral  carried  me  back  to  Fort  McAllister,  whence  I  returned  to  our 
lines  in  the  rear  of  Savannah. 

Having  received  and  carefully  considered  all  the  reports  of  division 
commanders,  I  determined  to  assault  the  lines  of  the  enemy  as  soon  as 
my  heavy  ordnance  came  from  Port  Eoyal,  first  making  a  formal  demand 
for  surrender.  On  the  17th,  a  number  of  30-i)ounder  Parrott  guns  hav¬ 
ing  reached  King’s  Bridge,  I  i)roceeded  in  person  to  the  headquarters 
oH  Major-General  Slocum,  on  the  Augusta  road,  and  dispatched  thence 
into  Savannah,  by  flag  of  truce,  a  formal  demand  for  the  surrender  of 
the  place;  and  on  the  following  day  received  an  answer  from  General 
Hardee  refusing  to  surrender. 

In  the  meantime  further  reconnaissances  from  our  left  flank  had 
demonstrated  tliat  it  was  impracticable  or  UTiwise  to  i)ush  any  consid¬ 
erable  force  across  the  Savannah  Eiver,  for  the  enemy  held  the  river 
opposite  the  city  with  iron-clad  gun-boats,  and  could  destroy  any  pon¬ 
toons  laid  down  by  us  between  Hutchinson’s  Island  and  the  South  Car¬ 
olina  shore,  which  would  isolate  any  force  sent  over  from  that  flank. 
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I  therefore  ordered  General  Slocum  to  get  into  position  the  siege  guns, 
and  make  all  the  preparations  necessary  to  assault,  and  to  report  to  me 
the  earliest  moment  when  he  could  be  ready,  whilst  I  should  proceed 
rapidly  round  by  the  right,  and  make  arrangements  to  occui)y  the 
Union  Causeway  from  the  direction  of  Port  lioyal.  General  Foster 
had  already  established  a  division  of  troops  on  the  peninsula  or  neck 
between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tullifinny  Rivers,  at  the  head  of  Broad 
River,  from  which  position  he  could  reach  the  railroad  with  his  artil¬ 
lery.  I  went  to  Port  Royal  in  person,  and  made  arrangements  to 
re-enforce  that  command  by  one  or  more  divisions,  under  a  proper  offi¬ 
cer,  to  assault  and  carry  the  railroad,  and  thence  turn  toward  Savan¬ 
nah  until  it  occupied  the  causeway  in  question.  I  went  on  board  the 
admiraPs  flag-ship,  the  Harvest  Moon,  which  put  to  sea  the  night  of 
the  20th.  But  the  wind  was  high,  and  increased  during  fhe  night,  so 
that  the  pilot  judged  Ossabaw  Bar  impassable,  and  ran  into  Tybee, 
whence  we  proceeded  through  the  inland  channels  into  Wassaw  Sound, 
and  thence  through  Romney  Marsh.  But  the  ebb  tide  caught  the  Har¬ 
vest  Moon  and  she  was  unable  to  make  the  passage.  Admiral  Hahl- 
gren  took  me  in  his  barge,  and  pulling  in  the  direction  of  Vernon  River 
we  met  the  army  tng  Red  Legs,  bearing  a  message  from  my  adjutant. 
Captain  Dayton,  of  that  morning,  the  21st,  to  the  effect  that  our  troops 
were  in  j^ossession  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  were  advancing  without 
opposition  into  Savannah,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  place  dur¬ 
ing  the  previous  night. 

Admiral  Dahlgren  proceeded  up  the  Vernon  River  in  his  barge,  while 
I  transferred  to  the  tug,  in  which  I  proceeded  to  Fort  McAllister,  and 
thence  to  the  rice  mill,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  rode  into  the  city 
of  Savannah,  already  occupied  by  our  troops. 

I  was  very  much  disappointed  that  Hardee  had  escaped  with  his 
garrison,  and  had  to  content  myself  with  the  material  fruits. of  victory 
without  the  cost  of  life  which  would  have  attended  a  general  assault. 
The  substantial  results  will  be  more  clearly  set  forth  in  the  tabular 
statements  of  heavy  ordnance  and  other  public  property  acquired.  And 
it  will  suffice  here  to  state  that  the  important  city  of  Savannah,  with 
its  valuable  harbor  and  river,  was  the  chief  object  of  the  campaign. 
With  it  we  acquire  all  the  forts  and  heavy  ordnance  in  its  vicinity,  with 
large  stores  of  ammnnition,  shot  and  shells,  cotton,  rice,  and  other 
valuable  products  of  the  country.  We  also  gain  locomotives  and  cars, 
which,  though  of  little  use  to  us  in  the  i)resent  condition  of  the  rail¬ 
roads,  are  a  serious  loss  to  the  enemy;  as  well  as  four  steam -boats 
gained,  and  the  loss  to  the  enemy  of  the  iron-clad  Savannah,  one  ram, 
and  three  transports,  blown  up  or  burned  by  them  the  night  before. 

Formal  demand  having  been  made  for  the  surrender,  and  having  been 
refused,  I  contend  that  everything  within  the  line  of  intrenchments  be¬ 
longs  to  the  United  States,  and  1  shall  not  hesitate  to  use  it,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  for  public  purposes.  But  inasmuch  as  the  inhabitants  generally 
have  manifested  a  friendly  disposition,  I  shall  disturb  them  as  little  as 
possible  consistently  with  the  military  rights  of  present  and  future 
military  commanders,  without  remitting  in  the  least  our  just  rights  as 
ca])tors. 

After  having  made  the  necessary  orders  for  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  in  and  about  Savannah,  1  ordered  Capt.  O.  M.  Foe,  chief  engineer, 
to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  enemy’s  works  in  and  about 
Savannah,  with  a  view  to  making  it  conform  to  our  future  uses.  New 
lines  of  defenses  will  be  built,  embracing  the  city  proper;  Forts  Jackson, 
Thunderbolt,  and  Fulaski  retained,  with  slight  modiflcations  in  their 
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armament  and  rear  defenses;  all  the  rest  of  the  enemy’s  forts  will  be 
dismantled  and  destroyed,  and  their  heavy  ordnance  transferred  to 
Hilton  Head,  where  it  can  be  more  easily  guarded.  Our  base  of  sup¬ 
plies  will  be  established  in  Savannah  as  soon  as  the  very  difficult  obstruc¬ 
tions  placed  in  the  river  can  be  partially  removed.  These  obstructions 
at  present  offer  a  very  serious  impediment  to  the  commerce  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  consisting  of  crib- work  of  logs  and  timber  heavily  bolted  together, 
and  filled  with  the  cobble  stones  which  formerly  paved  the  streets  of 
Savannah.  All  the  channels  below  the  city  were  found  more  or  less 
filled  with  torpedoes,  which  have  been  removed  by  order  of  Admiral 
Hahlgren.  So  that  Savannah  already  fulfills  the  important  part  it  was 
designed  in  our  plans  for  the  future. 

In  thus  sketching  the  course  of  events  connected  with  this  campaign, 
I  have  purposely  passed  lightly  over  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea¬ 
shore,  because  it  was  made  in  four  or  more  columns,  sometimes  at  a 
distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  each  other,  and  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  for  me  to  attend  but  one.  Therefore,  I  have  left  it  to  the  army  and 
corps  commanders  to  describe  in  their  own  language  the  events  which 
attended  the  march  of  their  respective  columns.  These  reports  are 
herewith  submitted,  and  I  beg  to  refer,  to  them  for  further  details.  I 
would  merely  sum  up  the  advantages  which  1  conceive  have  accrued  to 
us  by  this  march. 

Our  former  labors  in  North  Georgia  had  demonstrated  the  truth  that 
no  large  army,  carrying  Avith  it  the  necessary  stores  and  baggage,  can 
overtake  and  capture  an  inferior  force  of  the  enemy  in  his  own  country. 
Therefore  no  alternative  was  left  me  but  the  one  I  adopted — namel}^,  to 
divide  my  forces,  and  with  the  one  part  act  offensively  against  the 
enemy’s  resources,  while  with  the  other  I  should  act  defensively,  and 
invite  the  enemy  to  attack,  risking  the  chances  of  battle.  In  this  con¬ 
clusion  I  have  been  singularly  sustained  by  the  results.  General  Hood, 
who,  as  I  have  heretofore  described,  had  moved  to  the  westAvard  near 
Tuscumbia,  Avith  a  vieAv  to  decoy  me  away  from  Georgia,  finding  him¬ 
self  mistaken,  was  forced  to  choose  either  to  pursue  me,  or  to  act  offen¬ 
sively  against  the  other  part  left  in  Tennessee.  He  adopted  the  latter 
course;  and  General  Thomas  has  wisely  and  well  fulfilled  his  part  of 
the  grand  scheme  in  drawing  Hood  well  up  into  Tennessee  until  he 
could  concentrate  all  his  own  troops  and  then  turn  upon  Hood,  as  he  has 
done,  and  destroy  or  fatally  cripple  his  army.  That  part  of  my  army 
is  so  far  removed  from  me  that  I  leave,  Avith  perfect  confidence,  its  man¬ 
agement  and  history  to  General  Thomas. 

I  Avas  thereby  left  with  a  well-appointed  army  to  sever  the  enemy’s 
only  remaining  railroad  communications  eastward  and  AvestAvard,  for 
over  100  miles — namely,  the  Georgia  State  Kailroad,  which  is  broken  up 
from  Fairburn  Station  to  Madison  and  the  Oconee,  and  the  Central 
Kailroad,  from  Gordon  clear  to  Savannah,  Avith  numerous  breaks  on  the 
latter  road  from  Gordon  to  Eatonton  and  from  Milieu  to  Augusta,  and 
the  Savannah  Gulf  Kailroad.  We  have  also  consumed  the  corn  and 
fodder  in  the  region  of  country  thirty  miles  on  either  side  of  a  line  from 
Atlanta  to  Savannah,  as  also  the  sweet  potatoes,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep 
and  i)oultry,  and  have  carried  away  more  than  10,000  horses  and  mules, 
as  Avell  as  a  countless  number  of  their  slaves.  I  estimate  the  damage 
done  to  the  State  of  Georgia  and  its  military  resources  at  $100,000,000; 
at  least,  $20,000,000  of  which  has  inured  to  our  advantage,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  is  sim])le  Avaste  and  destruction.  This  may  seem  a  l)ard  species 
of  warfare,  but  it  brings  the  sad  realities  of  war  home  to  those  Avho 
have  been  directly  or  indirectly  instrumental  in  involving  us  in  its 
attendant  calamities. 
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The  campaign  has  also  placed  this  branch  of  my  army  in  a  position 
from  which  other  great  military  results  may  be  attempted,  besides  leav¬ 
ing  in  Tennessee  and  North  Alabama  a  force  which  is  amply  sufficient 
to  meet  all  the  chances  of  war  in  that  region  of  our  country. 

Since  the  capture  of  Atlanta  my  staff  is  unchanged,  save  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Barry,  chief  of  artillery,  has  been  absent,  sick,  since  our  leaving 
Kingston.  Surgeon  Moore,  U.  S.  Army,  is  chief  medical  director,  in. 
place  of  Suraeon  Kittoe,  relieved  to  resume  his  proper  duties  as  a  med¬ 
ical  inspector.  Major  Hitchcock,  assistant  adjutant-general,  has  also 
been  added  to  my  staff,  and  has  been  of  great  assistance  in  the  field 
and  office.  Captain  Dayton  still  remains  as  my  adjutant-general.  All 
have,  as  formerly,  fulfilled  their  parts  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

In  the  body  of  my  army  I  feel  a  just  pride.  Generals  Howard  and 
Slocum  are  gentlemen  ot  singular  capacity  and  intelligence,  thorough 
soldiers  and  patriots,  working  day  and  night,  not  for  themselves,  but 
for  their  country  and  their  men.  General  Kilpatrick,  who  commanded 
the  cavalry  of  this  army,  has  handled  it  with  sijirit  and  dash  to  my 
entire  satisfaction,  and  kept  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
from  even  approaching  our  infantry  columns  or  wagon  trains.  His 
report  is  full  and  graphic.  All  the  division  and  brigade  commanders 
merit  my  personal  and  official  thanks,  and  I  shall  spare  no  efforts  to 
secure  them  commissions  equal  to  the  rank  they  have  exercised  so  well. 
As  to  the  rank  and  file,  they  seem  so  full  of  confidence  in  themselves 
that  I  doubt  if  they  want  a  compliment  from  me ;  but  I  must  do  them 
the  justice  to  say  that  whether  called  on  to  fight,  to  march,  to  wade 
streams,  to  make  roads,  clear  out  obstru(*tioiis,  build  bridges,  make 
corduroy,  or  tear  up  railroads,  they  have  done  it  with  alacrity  and  a 
degree  of  cheerfulness  unsurpassed.  A  little  loose  iu  foraging,  they 
‘^did  some  things  they  ought  not  to  have  done,”  yet,  on  the  whole, 
they  have  sui:)plied  the  wants  of  the  army  with  as  little  violence  as 
could  be  expected,  and  as  little  loss  as  I  calculated.  Some  of  these 
foraging  parties  had  encounters  with  the  enemy  which  would  iu  ordi¬ 
nary  times  rank  as  respectable  battles.  The  behavior  of  our  troops  in 
Savannah  has  been  so  manly,  so  quiet,  so  perfect,  that  I  take  it  as  the 
best  evidence  of  discipline  and  true  courage.  Never  was  a  hostile  city, 
filled  with  women  and  children,  occuxned  by  a  large  army  with  less  dis¬ 
order,  or  more  system,  order,  and  good  government.  The  same  general 
and  generous  si)irit  of  confidence  and  good  feeling  x:>ervades  the  army 
which  it  has  ever  afforded  me  esj^ecial  pleasure  to  report  on  former 
occasions. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to 
Admiral  Dalilgreii  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  fleet,  as  also  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Foster  and  his  command,  for  the  hearty  Avelcqme  given  us  on  our 
arrival  at  the  coast,  and  for  their  ready  and  prompt  co-operation  in  all 
measures  tending  to  the  result  accomplished. 

I  send  herewith  a  map*  of  the  country  through  which  we  have  passed  j 
reports  from  General  Howard,  General  Slocum,  and  General  Kilpat¬ 
rick,  and  their  subordinates,  respectively,  with  the  usual  lists  of  cap¬ 
tured  property,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  prisoners  of  war  taken 
and  rescued;  as  also  copies  of  all  papers  illustrating  the  campaign. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

W.  T.  SHEIGMAN,  ' 
Major-General.  ! 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  i 

Chief  of  Staffs  WaMiincfton  City.,  D.  C. 


To  appear  in  the  Atlas. 
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Return  of  casualties  and  prisoners  captured  hy  the  army  in  the  field  in  campaign  of 
*  ’  Georgia. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Captured. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

i 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Aggre¬ 

gate. 

Right  Wing,  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

34 

632 

666 

Maj.  Gen.  0.  ©."Howard  command¬ 

ing. 

Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth 

2 

23 

6 

112 

1 

258 

402 

30 

409 

439 

Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum  com¬ 

manding. 

Cavalry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Ril- 

3 

35 

7 

120 

165 

13 

220 

233 

patrick  commanding. 

Total . 

5 

58 

13 

232 

1 

258 

567 

77 

1,  261 

1,338 

Report  of  casualties  in  Army  of  Tennessee  not  received. 
Report  of  missing  in  cavalry  division  not  received. 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


[Indorsement.]  ’ 

This  report  is  not  sufficiently  accurate  to  be  official,  but  my  com¬ 
mand  is  so  scattered  that  it  cannot  now  be  remedied,  but  will  be  in  due 
time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  Gerieral,  Commanding. 

ADDENDA. 


Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  effective  strength,  of  the  army  in  the  field  under  Maj. 
Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  November  and  December,  1864, 

NOVEMBER  10. 


Command. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

u 

o 

s 
-  o 

d 

<0 

£ 

u 

S 

o 

i 

s 

o 

o 

d 

<s> 

AEMY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE. 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps . 

724 

420 

14,  568 
10,  667  ■ 

11 

5 

376 

266 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps . 

2 

43 

Total . 

1,144 

25,  235 

2 

43 

16 

642 

ARMY  OF  GEORGIA. 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps . 

556 

602 

12, 397 
12,  862 

11 

25 

388 

607 

Twentieth  Anny  Corps . 

Total . 

1,158 

25,  259 

36 

995 

Kilpatrick’s  cavalry . 

244 

4,  672 

4 

95 

Aggregate . 

50,  494 

246 

4,715 

56 

1,  732 
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Abstract  from  returns  shoiving  the  effective  strength  of  the  army,  cfc. — Continued. 

*  NOVEMBER  30. 


Command. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

ARMY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE. 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps . 

750 

418 

15, 144 
11,  314 

17 

10 

'  362 
318 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps . . 

2 

30 

Total . 

1, 168 

26,458 

2 

30 

27 

680 

ARMY  OF  GEORGIA. 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps . 

623 

638 

13, 339 
13, 103 

11 

22 

443 

529 

Twentieth  Army  Corps . 

Total . 

1,261  1 

26,442 

33 

972 

Kilpatrick’s  cavalry . 

251 

4,  780 

4 

96 

Aggregate . 

. 

1 

2,429 

52,900 

253 

4,  810 

64 

1^ 

‘DECEMBER  20. 


ARMY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE. 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps . 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps . 

Total . 

ARMY  OF  GEORGIA. 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps . 

Twentieth  Army  Corps . 

Total . 

Kilpatrick’s  cavalry . 

Aggrej?ate . 


753 

436 

14,  441 
11,  293 

12 

7 

367 

278 

2 

30 

1, 189 

25,  734 

2 

30 

19 

645 

621 

13, 170 

11 

434 

631 

12,  910 

24 

526 

1,252 

26, 080 

35 

960 

! 

201 

4,  351 

4 

96 

2,  441 

~^8ir 

203 

58 

RECAPITULATION. 


Arm. 

November  10. 

November  30. 

December  20. 

Infantry . . . 

52,  796 
4,961 
1,788 

55, 329 
5,  063 
1,812 

54, 255 
4,  584 
1,759 

Cavalry . . .  . 

Artillery . 

Aggregate . . . 

59,  545 

62,  204 

60, 598 

Special  I  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Fields  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  6.  )  January  8,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  announces  to  tlie  troops  com])osing  the 
Militar}^  Division  of  the  Mississipiii  tliat  he  has  received  from  the 
President  of  tlie  United  States,  and  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant, 
letters  conveying  their  high  sense  and  appreciation  of  the  campaign 
just  closed,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Savauiiah  and  the  defeat  of 
Hood’s  army  in  Tennessee. 
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In  order  that  all  may  understand  the  importance  of  events  it  is 
proper  to  revert  to  the  situation  of  affairs  in  September  last.  We  held 
Atlanta,  a  city  of  little  value  to  us,  but  so  important  to  the  enemy  that 
Mr.  Davis,  the  head  of  the  rebellious  faction  in  the  South,  visited  his  army 
near  Palmetto  and  commanded  it  to  regain  it,  as  well  as  to  ruin  and 
destroy  us  by  a  series  of  measures  which  he  thought  would  be  effectual. 
That  army,  by  a  rapid  march,  gained  our  railroad  near  Big  Shanty,  and 
afterward  about  Dalton.  We  pursued  it,  but  it  moved  so  rapidly  that 
we  could  not  overtake  it,  and  General  Hood  led  his  army  successfully 
far  over  toward  Mississippi,  in  hopes  to  decoy  us  out  of  Georgia;  but  we 
were  not  then  to  be  led  away  by  him,  and  preferred  to  lead  and  control 
events  ourselves.  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield,  commanding  the 
departments  to  our  rear,  returned  to  their  posts  and  prepared  to  decoy 
General  Hood  into  their  meshes,  whilst  we  came  on  to  complete  the 
original  journey.  We  quietly  and  deliberately  destroyed  Atlanta  and 
all  the  railroads  which  the  enemy  had  used  to  carry  on  war  against  us, 
occupied  his  State  capital,  and  then  captured  his  commercial  capital, 
which  had  been  so  strongly  fortified  from  the  sea  as  to  defy  approach 
from  that  quarter.  Almost  at  the  moment  of  our  victorious  entry  into 
Savannah  came  the  welcome  and  expected  news  that  our  comrades  in 
Tennessee  had  also  fulfilled  nobly  and  well  their  part;  had  decoyed 
General  Hood  to  Nashville  and  then  turned  on  him,  defeating  his  army 
thoroughly,  capturing  all  his  artillery,  great  numbers  of  prisoners,  and 
were  still  pursuing  the  fragments  down  into  Alabama.  So  complete  a 
success  in  military  operations,  extending  over  half  a  continent,  is  an 
achievement  that  entitles  it  to  a  place  in  the  military  history  of  the 
world. 

The  armies  serving  in  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  as  well  as  the  local 
garrisons  of  Decatur,  Bridgeport,  Chattanooga,  and  Murfreesborough, 
are  alike  entitled  to  the  common  honors,  and  each  regiment  may  inscribe 
on  its  colors  at  pleasure  the  words  Savannah^’  or  Nashville.”  The 
general  commanding  embraces  in  the  same  general  success  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  cavalry  column,  under  Generals  Stoneman,  Burbridge, 
and  Gillem,  that  penetrated  into  Southwest  Virginia  and  paralyzed  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy  to  disturb  the  peace  and  safety  of  East  Tennessee. 
Instead  of  being  put  on  the  defensive,  we  have  at  all  points  assumed 
the  bold  offensive,  and  completely  thwarted  the  designs  of  the  enemies 
of  our  country. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide- de- Gamp. 


State  of  California,  Executive  Department, 

Sacra7n€7itOj  January  <5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Savannah : 

The  series  of  victories  which  have  attended  your  army  during  the  past 
year — the  capture  of  Atlanta,  the  triumphant  march  from  Atlanta  to  the 
sea-coast,  and  the  subsequent  caj)ture  of  Savannah — have  filled  the 
hearts  of  all  who  love  their  country  with  joy,  and  justly  entitles  you  to 
the  profound  gratitude  of  the  nation.  For  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
this  State  I  beg  to  tender  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  your  command,  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  signal  serv- 
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ices  your  army  bas  rendered  to  the  cause  of  civilization,  liberty,  human¬ 
ity,  and  good  government.  To  you  as  their  great  leader  I  tender  my 
cordial  congratulations,  with  the  x>rayer  that  God  may  preserve  and 
protect  you  to  lead  the  victorious  hosts  of  the  Eepublic  on  to  still 
greater  victories,  even  to  the  conquering  of  an  honorable  and  perma¬ 
nent  peace. 

I  remain,  general,  gratefully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED’K  F.  LOW, 

Governor. 


State  of  Ii^eav  York,  Executive  Department, 

Albany^  January  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman: 

General:  In  compliance  with  the  request  made  in  joint  resolutions 
passed  by  the  senate  and  assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  com¬ 
mendatory  of  the  conduct  and  services  of  certain  officers  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  to 
you  the  inclosed  resolution  referring  to  yourself  and  the  brave  officers 
and  men  in  your  command.  I  most  sincerely  join  in  the  expression  of 
thanks  for  these  distinguished  services,  and,  with  the  loyal  people  of 
the  nation,  acknowledge  my  deep  and  heartfelt  gratitude. 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  FENTON. 

[Inclosure.] 

CONCURRENT  RESOLUTIONS  complimentary  to  Generals  Grant,  Sherman, 
Sheridan,  and  Thomas,  and  to  Vice-Admiral  Farragut  and  Commodore  Winslow. 

##***#* 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Legislature  representing  the  people 
of  the  State  of  New  York  are  hereby  tendered  to  Maj.  Gen.  William 
T.  Sherman,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  for  the  series  of 
superb  victories  culminating  in  the  capture  of  Atlanta j  and  for  the 
skillfnlly  executed  march  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea,  which  chal¬ 
lenged  the  admiration  of  the  world,  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  with  many  millions  of  xiublic  property,  and  demonstrated  that  the 
so-called  Confederacy  is  indeed  but  a  shell.^^ 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  is  hereby  respectfully 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  each  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
the  officers  specially  named  therein. 


In  Senate, 
January  5,  1865. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  duly  passed. 

JAS.  TEEWILLIGEE, 

Cleric. 


State  of  New  York, 

In  Assembly, 
January  13,  1865. 

Resolved,  That  the  assembly  concur  in  the  jiassage  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

By  order: 


J.  B.  CUSHMAN, 

Cleric. 
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Ko.  2. 


Organization  of  the  Union  Forces^  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen.  William  T. 

Sherman. 

HEADQUARTERS  GUARD. 

7tli  Company  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  Lieut.  James  Cox. 

ENGINEERS. 

1st  Missouri  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  William  Tweeddale. 

BIGHT  WIN^G. 

Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard. 

ESCORT. 

15th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Lieut.  John  A.  McQueen. 

4th  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  Capt.  John  L.  King. 

FIFTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaus. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Milo  Smith. 

12th  Indiana,  Maj.  Elbert  D.  Baldwin. 
26th  Iowa,  Maj.  John  Lubbers. 

27th  Missouri,  Col.  Thomas  Curly. 

29th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  S.  Gage. 
31st  and  32d  Missouri  Battalion,  Maj. 
Abraham  J.  Seay. 

76th  Ohio,  Col.  William  B.  Woods. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  C.’Walcutt.'' 
Col.  Robert  F.  Catterson. 

26th  Illinois,  Capt.  George  H.  Reed. 
40th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  W.  Hall. 
103d  Illinois,  Maj.Asias  Willison. 

97th  Indiana:  . 

Col.  Robert  F.  Catterson. 

Capt.  George  Elliott. 

100th  Indiana,  Maj.  Ruel  M.  .Johnson. 

6th  Iowa,  Maj.  William  H.  Clune. 

46th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  N.  Alexan¬ 
der. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  James  A.  Williamson. 


4th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  D.  Nichols. 

9th  Iowa,  Capt.  Paul  McSweeney. 

25th  Iowa,  Col.  George  A.  Stone. 

30th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Aurelius  Roberts. 

3l8t  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  W.  Jenkins. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Theodore  Jones. 

55th  Illinois,  Capt.  Charles  A.  Andress. 
116th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Mad¬ 
dux. 

127th  Illinois,  Capt.  Charles  Schryver. 
6th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Delos  Van 
Deusen. 

8th  Missouri  (two  companies),  Capt. 
John  W.  White. 

30th  Ohio,  Capt.  Emory  W.  Muenscher. 
57th  Ohio,  Maj.  John  McClure. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Wells  S.  JoN|:s.t 
Col.  James  S.  Martin. 

111th  Illinois : 

Col.  James  S.  Martin. 

Maj.  William  M.  Mabry. 

83d  Indiana,  Lieut. Col.  George  H.  Scott. 
37th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Louis  von  Bles- 
singh. 

47th  Ohio,  Col.  Augustus  C.  Parry. 

53d  Ohio,  Capt.  David  H.  Lasley. 

54th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Israel  T.  Moore. 


Wounded  November  22. 


t  Wounded  December  13. 
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Third  Brigade, 

Col.  John  M.  Oliver. 

48th  Illinois,  Maj.  Edward  Adams. 

90th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Owen  Stuart. 

99th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Berkey. 

15th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  S.  Hutchinson. 

'  70th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  L.  Philips. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  B.  McCown. 

63d  Illinois,  Lieut. Col.  James  Isaminger. 
93d  Illinois, *Lieut.  Col.  Nicholas  C.  Bus- 
well. 

48th  Indiana,Lieut.  Col.  Edward  J. Wood. 
59th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeflferson  K. 
Scott. 

4th  Minnesota,  Col.  John  E.  Tourtellotte. 


Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  B.  Raum. 

56th  Illinois,  Capt.  James  P.  Files. 

10th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Paris  P.  Hender¬ 
son^ 

26th  Missouri,!  Col.  Benjamin  D.  Dean. 
80th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Pren  Metham. 


FOURTH  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Elliott  W.  Rice. 

52d  Illinois : 

Maj.  Wesley  Boyd. 

Lieut.  Col.  Jerome  D.  Davis. 
66th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Roger  Martin. 
2d  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Noel  B.  Howard. 
7th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Parrott. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  N.  Adams. 

12th  Illinois,  Lieut. Col. Henry  Van  Sellar. 
66th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.AndrewK.  Camp¬ 
bell. 

81st  Ohio,  Maj.  William  C.  Henry. 


Third  Brigade. 


Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  J.  Hurlbut. 


7th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Hector  Perrin. 
50th  Illinois,  Capt.  Henry  Horn. 

57th  Illinois,  Capt.  Frederick  A.  Battey. 
39th  Iowa,  Maj.  Joseph  M.  Griffiths. 


ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  Charles  J.  Stolbrand. 

Ist  Illinois  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Francis  De  Gress. 

1st  Michigan  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Albert  F.  R.  Arndt. 
1st  Missouri  Light,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  John  F.  Brunner. 
Wisconsin  Light,  12th  Battery,  Capt.  William  Zickerick. 


*  Non-veterans  18th  Wisconsin  attached, 
t  Detachment  10th  Missouri  attached. 
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SEVENTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

ESCORT. 


11th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  Stephen  S.  Tripp. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Fuller. 

64th  Illinois,  Capt.  Joseph  S.  Reynolds. 
18th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  S.  Shel¬ 
don. 

27th  Ohio.  Capt.  James  Morgan. 

39th  Ohio^  Capt.  Daniel  Weber. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Sprague. 

35th  New  Jersey,  Col.  John  J.  Cladek. 
43d  Ohio,  Col.  Wager  Swayne. 

63d  Ohio,  Maj.  John  W.  Fouts. 

25th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  M 
Rusk. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  John  Tillson. 

10th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  McLain  F.  Wood. 
25th  Indiana,  Maj.  James  S.  Wright. 

32d  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  H.  De  Groat. 

THIRD  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Mortimer  D.  Leggett. 
Provost  Guard. 

20th  Illinois,  Capt.  Henry  King. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Manning  F.  Force. 

30th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William  C. 

Rhoads. 

31st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Pear¬ 
son. 

45th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  O.  Duer. 

12th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  James  K. 

Proudtit. 

16th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  William  F.  Dawes. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith. 


otvona  nrigaae. 

Col.  Robert  K.  Scott. 

20th  Ohio,  Capt.  Lyman  N.  Ayres. 

68th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Welles. 
78th  Ohio,  Col.  Greenberry  F.  Wiles. 

17th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Patrick  H.  Mc¬ 
Cauley. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Benjamin  F.  Potts. 

14th  Illinois  )  (battalion),  Lieut.  Alonzo 
15th  Illinois  )  J.  Gillespie. 

41st  Illinois  (battalion),  Maj.  Robert  H. 
McFadden. 

53d  Illinois,  Col.  John  W.  McClanahan. 
23d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  George  S.  Bab¬ 
bitt. 

53d  Indiana,  Capt.  Henry  Duncan. 

32d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Jefferson  J.  Hib- 
bets. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Belknap. 

32d  Illinois,  Maj.  Henry  Davidson. 

11th  Iowa,  Capt.  Benjamin  Beach. 

13th  Iowa,  Capt.  Justin  C.  Kennedy. 
15th  Iowa,  Maj.  George  Pomutz. 

16th  Iowa,  Capt.  Crandall  W.  Williams. 
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ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  Allen  C.  Waterhouse. 

1st  Michigan  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Henry  Shier. 
Minnesota  Light,  1st  Battery,  Lieut.  Henry  Hurter. 
Ohio  Light,  15th  Battery,  Lieut.  George  R.  Caspar. 

LEFT  WING. 

Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum. 

PONTONIERS. 

58th  Indiana,  Col.  George  F.  Buell. 

ENGINEERS. 

1st  Michigan  (detachment),  Maj.  John  B.  Yates. 
FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Carlin. 


First  Briffade.  j 

Col.  Harrison  C.  Hobart. 

104th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Douglas  Hape- 
man. 

42d  Indiana,  Capt.  Gideon  R.  Kellams. 
88th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  E. 
Briant. 

33d  Ohio,  Capt.  Joseph  Hinson. 

94th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Rue  P.  Hutchins.'  | 
21st  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  H.  | 
Fitch.  I 


Second  Brigacte. 

Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  H.  Brigham. 

13th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodoric  R. 
Palmer. 

21st  Michigan,  Maj.  Benton  D.  Fox. 
69th  Ohio,  Capt.  Lewis  E.  Hicks. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  A.  Hambright.* 

Lieut.  Col.  David  Miles. 

38th  Indiana,  Capt.  James  H.  Low. 

21st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Arnold  McMahan. 

74th  Ohio : 

Maj.  Joseph  Fisher. 

Maj.  Robert  P.  Findley. 

79th  Pennsylvania : 

Lieut.  Col.  David  Miles. 

Maj.  Michael  H.  Locher. 

second  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan. 

First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  F.  Smith.  Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Pearce. 


16th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  James  B.  Cahill. 
60tli  Illinois,  Col.  William  B.  Anderson. 
10th  Michigan,  Col.  Charles  M.  Lum. 
14th  Michigan,  Maj.  Thomas  C.  Fitzgib- 
bon. 

17th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Joel  0.  Mar¬ 
tin. 


34th  Illinois,  Capt.  Peter  Ege. 

78th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Maris  R.  Ver¬ 
non. 

98th  Ohio,  Capt.  .Tames  R.  McLaughlin. 
108th  Ohio,  Maj.  Frederick  Beck. 

113th  Ohio,  Capt.  Tolaud  Jones. 

121st  Ohio,  Maj.  Aaron  B.  Robinson. 


Sick  from  November  18. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Langley. 


85th  Illinois,  Maj.  Robert  G.  Rider. 

86th  Illinois,  Lieut  Col.  Alien  L.  Fahnestock, 
noth  Illinois  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Hibbard  Topping. 
125th  Illinois,  Capt.  George  W.  Cook. 

22d  Indiana,  Capt.  William  H.  Snodgrass. 

52d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Clancy. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird. 

Second  Brigade. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Morton  C.  Hunter. 

82d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Ma¬ 
th  eny. 

23d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Quin  Morton. 
17th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  H.  Show¬ 
ers. 

31st  Ohio,  Capt.  Michael  Stone. 

89th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Glenn. 
92d  Ohio,*  Col.  Benjamin  D.  Fearing. 


Col.  Newell  Gleason. 

75th  Indiana,  Maj.  Cyrus  J.  McCole. 

87th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  P.  Ham¬ 
mond. 

101st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Doan. 
2d  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  Judson  W. 
Bishop. 

105th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  George  T.  Perkins. 


Third  Bi^igade. 


Col.  George  P,  Este. 


74th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Morgan. 

18th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Hubbard  K.  Milward. 
14th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  Moore. 

38th  Ohio,  Capt.  Charles  M.  Gilbert. 


artillery. 


Maj..  Charles  Houghtaling. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  C,  t  Lieut.  Joseph  R.  Channel. 
2d  Illiuois  Light,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  Alonzo  W.  Coe. 
Indiana  Light,  19th  Battery,  Capt.  William  P.  Stackhouse. 
Wisconsin  Light,  .5th  Battery,  Lieut.  Joseph  McKnight. 

TWENTIETH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williams. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  J.  .Iackson. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  L.  Selfridge. 

5th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  W. 
Daboll. 

123d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C. 
Rogers. 

141st  New  York,  Capt.  William  Merrell. 
46th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Patrick  Grif- 
hth. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Ezra  A.  Carman. 

2d  Massachusetts,  Col.  William  Cogs¬ 
well. 

13th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Frederick  H.  Har¬ 
ris. 

107th  New  York : 

Capt.  Charles  J.  Fox. 

Lieut.  Col.  Allen  N.  Sill. 

150th  New  York : 

Maj.  Alfred  B.  Smith. 

Coi.  John  H.  Ketcham. 

3d  Wisconsin,  Col.  William  Hawley. 


*  Company  A,  24th  Illinois  attached, 
t  Detachment  11th  Ohio  Infantry  attached. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.  James  S.  Robinson. 

82d  Illinois,  Maj .  Ferdinand  H.  Rolshaiisen. 
101st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Le  Sage. 

143d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Hezekiah  Watkins. 
Olst  Ohio,  Capt.  John  Garrett. 

82d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  David  Thomson. 

31st  Wisconsin,  Col.  Francis  H.  West. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary. 


First  Brigade'. 

Col.  Ario  Pardee,  jr. 

5th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Kirkup. 
29th  Ohio : 

Maj.  Myron  T.  Wright.* 

Capt.  Jonas  Schoonover. 

66th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Eugene  Powell. 
28th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  Flynn. 
147th  Pennsylvania,!  Lieut.  Col.  John 
Craig. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Patrick  H.  Jones. 

33d  New  .Jersey,  Col.  George  W.  Mindil. 
119th  New  York,  Col.  John  T.  Lockman. 
134th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Allan  H. 
Jackson. 

154th  New  York,  Maj.  Lewis  D.  Warner. 
73d  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Charles  C.  Cres- 
son. 

109th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Walter  G. 
Dunn. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  Henry  A.,Barnum. 


60th  New  York,  Maj.  Thomas  Elliott. 

102d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  S.  Chatfield. 
137th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Koert  S.  Van  Voorhis. 
149th  New  York,  Maj.  Nicholas  Grumhach. 

29th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Zulich. 
111th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Walker. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Ward. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Franklin  C.  Smith. 

102d  Illinois,  Maj.  Hiland  H.  Clay. 
105th  Illinois,  Maj.  Henry  D.  Brown. 
129th  Illinois,  Coi.  Henry  Case. 

70th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Mer¬ 
rill. 

79th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Azariah  W.  Doan. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  Dustin. 

33d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Bur¬ 
ton. 

85th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  B. 
Crane. 

19th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  John  J.  Baker. 
22d  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 
Bloodgood. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Samuel  Ross. 


20th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Philo  B.  Buckingham. 
.33(1  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Elisha  Doane. 

136th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Lester  B.  Faulkner. 

.55th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  H.  Powers. 

73d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  H.  Hurst. 

26th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  C.  Winkler. 


*  Wounded  December  19. 

t  Detachment  Battery  E,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  attached. 
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ARTILLERY. 


Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds. 

Ist  New  York  Light,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Winegar. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  Edward  P.  Newkirk. 

Ist  Ohio  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Marco  B.  Gary,* * * §  Lieut.  Jerome  B.  Stephens. 
Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Thomas  S.  Sloan. 

CAVALRY. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Smith  D.  Atkins. 

92d  Illinois  (mounted  infantry),  Lieut. 
Col.  Matthew  Van  Buskirk. 

3d  Indiana,  Capt.  Charles  U.  Patton. 
9th  Michigan,  Col.  George  S.  Acker. 

5th  Ohio,  Col.  Thomas  T.  Heath. 

9th  Ohio,  Col.  William  D.  Hamilton. 
10th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  W.  San¬ 
derson. 

McLaughlin’s  (Ohio)  Squadron,  Capt. 
John  Dalzell. 

Unattached. 

1st  Alabama  Cavalry,!  Col.  George  E.  Spencer. 

9th  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,!  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  T.  Hughes. 

.  Artillery. 

10th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Yates  V.  Beebe. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Eli  H.  Murray. 

8th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Fielder  A.  Jones. 
2d  Kentucky : 

Capt.  Joseph  T.  Forman. 

Capt.  Robert  M.  Gilmore. 

3d  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  H. 
King. 

5th  Kentucky,  Col.  Oliver  L.  Baldwin. 
9th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan. 


No.  3. 

Itinerary  of  the  Union  Forces.,  November  1-Decemher  31,  1864.1[. 

RIGHT  WING.^ 

FIFTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS.  1| 

November  1, — The  First  and  Second  Divisions  continued  the  march 
from  Cave  Spring. 

November  8. — Keached  Smyrna  Camp-Ground. 

November  13. — Marched^to  White  Hall. 

November  15. — Left  White  Hall,  followed  up  by  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Divisions;  from  which  time  the  corps  continued  marching  until  the  end 
of  the  month. 


*  Captured  December  12. 

!  Serving  with  the  Left  Wing. 

!  From  returns  of  the  commands  indicated. 

§  Commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard. 
II  Commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaiis. 
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First  Division. 

[Novemher.] — During  the  past  month  this  division  has  inarched 
from  Cave  Spring,  Ga.,  to  this  point  (near  Millen,  Ga.),  starting  Kovem- 
ber  15  from  White  Hall,  Ga.,  with  the  expedition  of  General  Sherman 
against  some,  as  yet  unknown,  point  in  the  Southern  Confederacy; 
distance  marched  thus  far  about  200  miles.  The  division  has  been 
engaged  in  destroying  parts  of  the  railroad  from  Macon  to  Augusta, 
as  well  as  the  line  from  Savannah  to  Macon. 

November  22. — Tart  of  the  division  (Second  Brigade)  was  attacked  by 
three  brigades  of  Georgia  militia  near  Griswoldville,  some  ten  miles 
from  Macon.  The  enemy  were  repulsed  and  left  the  field  with  dead 
and  wounded  in  our  hands.  Loss  on  the  Union  side  was  13  killed,  69 
wounded,  and  2  missing.  Enemy’s  acknowledged  loss,  614. 

December  1. — This  division  was  beyond  Scull’s  Creek,  Ga.,  and  on  the 
march. 

December  10. — Beached  position  in  rear  of  Savannah  on  the  right  of 
the  Ogeechee  Canal. 

December  11. — Moved  at  night  to  the  right,  and  connected  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Corse’s  (Fourth)  division,  Fifteenth  Army  Cordis,  with  left  on  the 
main  road  from  Savannah  to  King’s  Ferry. 

December  21. — The  army  entered,  this  division  marching  in  on  the 
King’s  Bridge  road;  took  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  city. 

First  Brigade^  First  Division. 

November  1. — The  brigade  left  its  camp  at  Cave  Spring,  Ga.,  march¬ 
ing,  via  Powder  Springs,  to  Smyrna  Cainp-Ground,  near  Vining’s  Sta¬ 
tion,  Ga.,  at  which  place  we  remained  in  camj)  six  days.  Eeceived  pay 
and  drew  clothing. 

November  13. — Marched,  via  Chattahoochee  Eiver  railroad  bridge, 
through  Atlanta  to  White  Hall. 

November  15. — Took  up  line  of  march  on  East  Point  road,  passing  via 
Eough  and  Eeady,  McDonough,  and  Clinton,  striking  the  Savannah 
and  Macon  Eailroad  near  Griswold,  Ga.,  destroying  about  three  miles 
of  railroad  and  burning  a  bridge,  marching  the  next  day  toward  Gor¬ 
don  and  Irwinton,  and  is  yet  on  the  march  at  this  date  near  the  rail¬ 
road,  on  Dee])  Creek,  in  Emanuel  County,  Ga.  Troops  in  good  health 
and  fine  condition  for  the  march. 

[Decemher.] — Being  on  the  march  on  the  1st  of  the  month,  we  con¬ 
tinued  the  march  to  the  Ogeechee  Eiver. 

December  10. — Crossed  the  river  and  marched  along  the  canal  which 
runs  from  the  Ogeechee  to  the  Savannah  Eiver.  Filing  right  we  struck 
the  King’s  Bridge  road  seven  miles  from  Savannah,  where  we  remained 
from  the  13th  to  the  21st,  taking  up  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
near  Owen’s  Bridge,  on  the  plank  road,  putting  up  works  and  having 
one  regiment  occupying  the  works  supporting  a  battery.  During  that 
time  the  Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Infantry  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Major-General  Howard,  and  has  been  on  duty  at  Doctor  Cheves’  rice 
plantation,  on  the  Ogeechee  Eiver. 

December  21. — It  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Savannah 
on  the  previous  night,  and  the  brigade  marclied  inside  the  inner Vorks 
about  10  o’clock.  The  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  is  now  on  duty  as  provost 
guard.  The  Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Infantry  has  been  removed  from 
the  Ogeechee  Biver  and  now  garrisons  Forts  Eosedew  and  Beaulieu,  on 
Wassaw  Sound. 

The  brigade  lost  no  men  during  the  month  in  action.  Health  of  the 
troops  good.  We  are  now  inside  the  works,  one  mile  from  the  city. 
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Second  Division. 

[Woveniber.] — During  tlie  montli  the  division  has  marched  from 
Cave  Spring,  Ga.,  via  Vining’s  Station,  Atlanta,  Eough  and  Eeady, 
Mc.Donough,  Indian  Springs,  Ocmulgee  Mills,  Hillsborough,  Clinton, 
Larksville,  Irwinton,  Ball’s  Ferry,  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads,  and  Summer¬ 
ville,  Ga.,  and  is  still  marching  in  a  southeasterly  direction  toward  the 
coast.  The  division  has  participated  in  all  the  skirmishes  in  which  the 
corps  was  engaged.  During  the  month  the  division  has  received  some 
800  recruits. 

December  1. — Marched  from  Summerville,  Ga.,in  a  southeasterly  direc¬ 
tion. 

December  9. — Crossed  the  Cannouchee  Eiver  in  the  morning,  struck 
the  Gulf  railroad  near  Eden,  destroying  between  six  and  ten  miles  of 
the  road. 

December  10. — Eecrossed  the  Cannouchee,  and  moved  to  a  point  near 
the  junction  of  the  Cannouchee  and  Ogeechee,  and  crossed  in  good 
order. 

Deceml)er  13. — In  the  morning  crossed  the  Ogeechee  at  King’s  Bridge 
and  took  up  our  line  of  march  for  Fort  McAllister;  invested  the  fort  at 
3.30  o’clock;  stormed  at  4.30  o’clock.  The  flags  of  nine  regiments  were 
planted  on  the  fort  in  ten  minutes  from  the  time  the  order  to  charge 
was  given.  Our  loss  was  4  commissioned  officers  and  20  men  killed, 
and  7  commissioned  officers  and  103  men  wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss 
was  14  killed,  21  wounded,  and  195  prisoners  (unhurt),  including  1  officer 
killed  and  17  captured;  total,  230.  The  fort  contained  11  siege  guns,  1 
10-inch  mortar,  12  tiehl  pieces,  and  00  tons  of  ammunition,  and  a  large 
amount  of  commissary  stores  aad  liquors. 

December  14. — Went  into  camp  on  Middleton’s  plantation,  near  the 
fort. 

December  17  to  21. — Made  a  thorough  destruction  of  the  Gulf  rail¬ 
road  from  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  to  Walthourville,  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles. 

December  21  to  31. — In  camp  near  the  fort.  All  the  guns,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  &c.,  moved  out. 

The  following  is  a  repetition  of  losses,  &c.,  since  December  1:  4 
commissioned  officers  killed,  7  wounded,  and  2  captured;  20  enlisted 
men  killed.  111  wounded,  and  38  captured. 

The  division  has  killed  and  captured  from  the  enemy  19  officers  and 
231  men;  total,  250.  Total  number  of  miles  marched  during  the  month, 
121. 


First  Brif/ade,  Second  Division. 

November  1. — The  brigade,  with  the  division,  corps,  and  army, 
marched  from  Gave  Spring,  Ga. 

November  4. — Arrived  at  Smyrna  Camp-Ground,  wffiere  it  remained 
until  the  9th,  assisting  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad,  receiving  pay 
in  the  meantime. 

November  9. — Moved  to  Atlanta,  where  the  command  was  refitted 
with  clothing;  thence  soutlnvard. 

November  16  [20?]. — Arrived  at  Clinton,  Ga.,  where  a  portion  of  the 
brigade  w^as  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  routed  them;  since 
which  time  it  has  been  constantly  on  the  move. 

December  1. — Marched  from  Summerville,  Ga. 
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December  10. — Arrived  in  front  of  Savannali  in  the  afternoon,  in 
which  position  the  brigade  remained  until  the  afternoon  of  the  12th, 
when  we  broke  camp  and  marched  to  King^s  Bridge^  on  the  Ogeechee 
Eiver. 

December  13. — Crossed  the  river  and  marched  to  Fort  McAllister, 
Ga.,  arriving  at  2  p.  m.  The  brigade  took  an  active  part  in  the  assault 
and  capture  of  the  fort,  which  was  carried  in  gallant  style  at  5  p.  m. 

December  14. — Went  into  camp  at  White  Hall,  Ga.,  assisting  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Gulf  railroad  during  the  balance  of  the  month. 

Third  Division. 

November  12. — Having  concentrated  at  Oartersville  and  Allatoona, 
Ga.,  and  the  sick,  surplus  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  baggage,  &c., 
having  been  sent  to  the  rear,  the  division  started  for  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to 
rejoin  the  corps  (Fifteenth),  arriving  at  that  place  and  encamping  near 
White  Hall  on  the  14th.  At  Atlanta  the  command  was  supplied  with 
the  necessary  quartermaster’s  stores. 

November  15. — The  division  started  south  from  Atlanta,  since  which 
time  it  has  marched  via  McDonough,  Jackson  (crossing  Ocmulgee  Eiver 
at  Seven  Islands),  Hillsborough,  Clinton,  and  Gordon  (at  which  time 
the  command  tore  up  four  miles  of  railroad),  Irwinton  (crossing  the 
Oconee  Eiver  about  four  miles  below  the  railroad  bridge,  at  Ball’s 
Ferry),  and  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoadsj  from  thence  moving  on  the  extreme 
right  to  Summerville. 

December  1. — The  division  started  from  Summerville  and  marched  via 
Cannouchee,  Statesborough,  crossing  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  at  Jenks’ 
Bridge;  thence  marching  between  the  Little  and  Big  Ogeechee  Eivers 
to  Bethel  Church,  on  the  Savannah  Canal. 

December  10. — The  supply  train  was  left  in  camp,  and  the  division 
moved  up  on  south  side  of  canal  to  a  point  about  four  miles  and  a  half 
from  Savannah,  at  which  point  the  enemy  were  met;  skirmished  with 
them  during  the  10th  and  11th;  evening  of  the  11th  moved  toward  the 
right  to  Anderson’s  plantation. 

December  12. — Marched  to  Miller’s  Station  (Ho.  1),  on  Gulf  railroad, 
remaining  at  that  place  until  the  21st,  and  then,  the  enemy  having 
evacuated,  the  command  moved  into  its  present  camp  in  the  suburbs 
of  the  city. 

During  the  campaign  the  command  cut  about  ten  miles  of  road 
through  the  woods,  corduroyed  over  5,000  yards  of  impassable  roads, 
and  destroyed  800  bales  of  cotton. 

First  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

[November.] — Brigade  continued  to  do  garrison  duty  at  Cartersville 
and  Allatoona,  Ga.,  up  to  the  12th,  when  we  broke  camp  and  marched 
for  Atlanta,  Ga. 

November  14. — Arrived  at  Atlanta  at  3  p.  m. 

November  15. — Left  Atlanta  at  9.30;  marched  about  fifteen  miles. 

November  16. — Marched  to  McDonough. 

November  17. — Marched  twenty-two  miles,  passing  through  Jackson. 

November  18. — Marched  two  miles  beyond  Ocmulgee  Mills,  having 
crossed  Ocmulgee  Eiver  at  this  point. 

November  19. — Marched  seventeen  miles,  })assing  Hillsborough. 

November  20. — Encamped  near  Clinton. 
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November  21. — Marched  seven  miles. 

November  22. — Encamped  at  Gordon. 

November  23  and  24. — Remained  at  Gordon. 

November  25. — Marclied  to  Irwinton ;  twelve  miles. 

November  26. — Marched  eleven  miles. 

November  27. — Grossed  Oconee  River;  encamped  six  miles  beyond. 

November  28  to  30. — Continued  marching,  and  arrived  at  Summer¬ 
ville;  no  ^gh ting;  plenty  to  eat,  and  all  in  good  spirits. 

December  1. — Left  bivouac  near  Summerville;  marched  toward 
Savannah. 

December  9. — Crossed  Ogeechee  River  near  Edwin’s  [Eden?]  Station 
and  bivouacked  at  the  Ogeechee  Canal,  fourteen  miles  from  Savannah; 
met  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  and  skirmished  until  dark. 

December  11. — Ordered  around  to  the  right;  went  into  camp  near 
Station  No.  1,  Gulf  railroad,  on  the  12th,  where  command  remained 
until  the  21st,  when  it  moved  into  Savannah  and  encamped  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  city. 

Distance  marched  during  the  month,  110  miles.  The  general  health 
of  the  command  has  been  excellent  throughout  the  month. 

Second  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

November  2. — Pursuant  to  orders  from  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  the 
Tenth  Iowa  and  Twenty-sixth  Missouri,  stationed  at  and  near  Kings¬ 
ton,  Ga.,  on  the  Atlantic  and  Western  Railroad,  marched  for  Carters- 
ville,  headquarters  of  the  division,  arriving  there  on  the  3d. 

November  7. — The  Fifty-sixth  Illinois,  Eightieth  Ohio,  and  Battalion 
Tenth  Missouri,  marched  from  Resaca  en  route  for  Cartersville,  arriving 
there  on  the  8th. 

November  12. — The  entire  command,  under  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  B. 
Raum,  marched  for  Atlanta,  via  Allatoona,  Acworth,  and  Marietta. 

November  14. — Arrived  at  Atlanta. 

November  15. — The  command,  after  being  supplied  with  quartermas¬ 
ter’s  stores,  started  south  on  campaign,  since  which  time  the  march 
has  been  continued  without  anything  of  importance  occurring. 

December  1. — Marched  from  Summerville,  Ga.,  at  9  a.  m. 

December  7. — Encamped  near  Big  Ogeechee  River. 

December  9. — Crossed  Ogeechee  and  entered  first  line  of  rebel  defenses; 
encamped  near  canal. 

December  10. — Marched  down  south  bank  of  Canal;  came  upon  the 
enemy  about  five  miles  from  Savannah ;  found  them  posted  behind  an 
impassable  swamp;  drove  their  skirmishers  from  swamp,  and  fortified 
during  the  night. 

December  11. — Moved  out  from  works  and  marched*  about  two  miles 
to  the  right;  during  the  night  marched  still  farther  to  the  right  and 
went  into  bivouac. 

December  12. — Marched  to  near  Miller’s  Station,  on  Gulf  railroad, 
crossing  road,  and  took  up  a  new  position. 

December  13. — Demonstrated  while  the  Second  Division  assaulted 
Fort  McAllister. 

December  21. — Enemy  evacuated  Savannah  last  night  and  we  marched 
inside  rebel  works  and  went  into  camp  on  the  south  side  of  city. 

'  December  23. — Changed  camp. 

December  24, — Army  corps  reviewed  by  General  Sherman. 
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Fourth  Division. 

November  11. — Fortifications  at  Eome,  Ga.,  were  dismantled,  and  tlie 
division  took  up  its  line  of  marcli  to  join  its  corps  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
from  there  proceeded  with  General  Sherman’s  army  on  the  campaign 
then  commencing. 

The  division  marched  during  the  month  [November]  the  distance  of 
about  2G0  miles. 


First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division. 

\Nove7nber.\ — The  brigade  has  taken  part  in  the  campaign,  leaving 
Kome,  Ga.,  on  the  11th,  marching  with  the  army  to  this  place  [Slater’s 
Mills]. 

[December.] — The  brigade  marched  with  the  army  of  General  Sher¬ 
man  from  Slater’s  Mills,  Ga.,  to  Savannah,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy 
at  Jenks’  Bridge  and  on  the  Little  Ogeechee  Biver,  losing  2  men  killed 
and  9  wounded. 


Second  Brigade,  Fourth  Division. 

[November.] — This  brigade  was  engaged  doing  garrison  duty  at  Eome, 
Ga.,  until  the  11th,  when,  with  the  division,  it  proceeded  to  Atlanta,  Ga., 
to  join  its  corps,  where  it  arrived  on  the  IGth. 

November  17. — It  resumed  its  line  of  march  in  concert  with  the  grand 
army  under  Major-General  Sherman.  The  duties  performed  were  such 
as  usually  devolve  upon  troops  when  engaged  in  so  extensive  a  cam¬ 
paign. 

Tlie  diwStance  marched,  up  to  December  1,  about  255  miles.  In  travel¬ 
ing  this  distance  six  rivers  were  crossed  and  many  fatiguing  marches 
were  made.  The  brigade  has  taken  no  active  part  in  any  engagement 
during  the  month. 

December  1  found  this  brigade  Avith  the  grand  army  under  Major- 
General  Sherman  in  the  interior  of  Georgia.  In  concert  with  its  divis¬ 
ion  and  cori)s  it  moved  forward  without  anything  of  interest  occurring 
until  the  day  after  crossing  the  Ogeechee  Canal  (December  9),  when, 
being  in  advance,  it  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets  about  9  a.  m.; 
skirmished  with  them  nearly  all  day,  finally  driving  them  across  the 
Little  Ogeechee  Eiver,  capturing  one  piec.e  of  artillery  and  prisoners. 
The  brigade  assisted  in  the  investment  of  Savannah,  and  after  its  evac¬ 
uation  by  the  enemy  marched  into  its  present  camp  near  the  city. 

Artillery  Brigade. 

November  1. — Marched  from  Cave  Spring  to  Cedartown,  six  miles, 
and  encamped. 

November  2. — Marched  fifteen  miles,  encamping  in  the  field. 

November  3. — Marched  sixteen  miles;  encamped  at  Pumpkin  Vine 
Creek,  Ga. 

November  4. — Marched  thirteen  miles  and  encamped  at  Powder 
Springs. 

November  5. — Marched  eleven  miles  and  encamped  at  Smyrna  Camp- 
Ground,  near  Marietta,  Ga. 

November  6  to  12. — In  camp  near  Marietta. 
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November  13. — MarcLed  twelve  miles  and  encamped  at  White  Hall, 
near  Atlanta. 

November  15. — Brigade  marched  with  General  Sherman’s  army  j  com¬ 
menced  campaign  through  Central  Georgia  j  marched  seventeen  miles, 
encamping  near  Joneshorough.  ' 

November  16. — Marched  sixteen  miles  and  encamped  at  McDonough. 

November  17. — Marched  ten  miles  and  encamped  near  Jackson. 

November  18. — Marched  seven  miles,  encamping  at  Iron  Springs. 

November  10. — Marched  eleven  miles;  crossed  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver; 
encamped  at  midnight  near  Hillsborough. 

November  20. — Marched  nineteen  miles,  encami)ing  near  Clinton. 

November  21. — Marched  twelve  miles;  encamped  in  the  field. 

November  .5.2.-— Marched  eight  miles  and  encamped  at  Gordon.  Com- 
pauy  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  engaged  in  fight  near  Griswold. 
Casualties,  7  men  wounded. 

November  23. — Encamped  at  Gordon. 

November  24. — Marched  twelve  miles,  encamping  at  Irwinton. 

November  25. — Marched  thirteen  miles  and  encamped  near  Oconee 
Eiver.  The  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Battery  skirmished  with  the  enemy  at 
the  river. 

November  26. — Crossed  the  Oconee  Eiver  and  marched  nine  miles; 
encamped  at  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads. 

November  27. — In  camp  at  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads. 

November  28. — Marched  sixteen  miles,  encamping  in  the  field. 

November  20. — Marched  eighteen  miles;  encamped  near  Sutherland’s 
Mills. 

November  30. — Marched' sixteen  miles  and  encami)ed  in  the  field  near 
Ogeechee  Eiver. 

Miles  marched  during  the  month,  257. 

December  1. — Marched  nine  miles;  encamped  in  field. 

December  2. — Marched  six  miles;  encamped  in  field. 

December  3. — Eeinained  in  camp. 

Dece^nber  4. — Marched  fifteen  miles;  encamped  in  field. 

December  5. — Marched  twenty  miles;  encamped  in  field. 

December  6. — Eemained  in  camp. 

December  7. — Marched  sixteen  miles;  encamped  at  Jenks’  Bridge,  on 
Ogeechee  Eiver.  Company  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  skirmished 
with  the  enemy  at  the  river;  enemy  retired  at  night. 

December  8. — Marched  twelve  miles ;  encami^ed  at  Eden  Court-House. 

December  0. — Marched  three  miles;  encamped  on  Cannouchee  Eiver. 

December  10. — Marched  eighteen  miles;  encamped  on  Little  Ogee¬ 
chee  Eiver,  near  enemy’s  works,  nine  miles  from  Savannah,  Ga. 

December  11. — Batteries  took  position  in  rough  works  and  engaged 
the  enemy. 

December  12. — Batteries  actively  engaged  against  enemy’s  works 
from  this  date  until  the  21st,  when  the  city  of  Savannah  was  evacuated 
by  the  enemy;  brigade  marched  nine  miles,  encamping  in  the  city  of 
Savannah.  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  and  Battery  H,  First 
Illinois  Artillery,  had  two  men  wounded. 

December  15. — The  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Battery  had  three  men 
wounded. 

J)ecember  23. — Brigade  reviewed  by  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman. 

Brigade  remained  in  camp  in  the  city  of  Savannah  during  the  balance 
of  the  month.  Distance  marched  during  the  month,  108  miles, 
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SEVENTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS.* 

First  Division. 

October  31,  division  encamped  at  Cave  Spring,  Ala.  General 
Sprague  was  relieved  of  command  by  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower. 
Marched  October  31  at  7  a.  m.  with  Army  of  the  Tennessee  toward 
Marietta,  Ga. 

November  1. — Encamped  at  night  at  Cedartown. 

November  2. — Encamped  at  night  at  Van  Wert. 

November  3. — Encamped  at  night  at  Dallas. 

November  4. — Encamped  at  night  at  Lost  Mountain. 

November  5. — Arrived  at  Marietta,  Ga.  Eemained  in  camp  at 
Smyrna  Camp-Ground,  near  Marietta,  until  the  13th,  the  troops  being 
paid  up  to  August  31  and  fully  equipped  for  a  winter  campaign. 

November  12. — The  troops  were  engaged  in  destroying  railroad  near 
Marietta,  Ga. 

November  13. — Marched  at  9  a.  m.  and  encamped  at  White  Hall,  near 
Atlanta. 

November  14. — In  camp. 

November  15. — Marched  at  8.30  a.  m.  on  the  McDonough  road^ 
encamping  at  Cotton  Indian  Creek. 

November  .16. — Marched  and  encamped  on  farm  of  Mr.  Walker,  two 
miles  north  of  McDonough. 

November  17. — Encamped  at  Jackson. 

November  18. — Crossed  Ocmulgee  Eiver. 

November  19. — Encamped  near  Hillsborough. 

November  20  to  22. — Marched  to  Gordon,  and  troops  destroyed 
several  miles  of  the  Milledgeville  railroad. 

November  23. — In  camp.  At  night  troops  destroyed  railroad. 

November  24. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Jackson  Ferry  road  j 
marched  ten  miles  and  destroyed  railroad. 

November  25. — In  camp  at  Toomsborough. 

November  26. — Crossed  the  Oconee  Eiver  after  dark  and  encamped 
on  the  eastern  side. 

November  27. — Encamped  at - . 

November  28. — Encamped  at  New  Hope  Church. 

November  29. — Encamped  at - . 

November  30. — Crossed  the  Ogeechee  Eiver. 

December  1  found  this  division  on  east  side  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver, 
having  crossed  the  previous  day;  marched  six  miles,  troops  being 
engaged  in  destroying  railroad,  and  encamped  on  Jones’  plantation. 

December  2. — Marched  twelve  miles  to  Millen  (Station  No.  8),  Georgia 
Central  Eailroad,  and  encamped,  having  torn  up  railroad. 

December  3. — Marched  ten  miles  to  Station  No.  7  and  encamped. 

December  4. — Marched  seventeen  miles. 

December  5. — Marched  eight  miles;  crossed  Little  Ogeechee  Eiver 
and  encamped  at  Station  No.  4J. 

December  6. — Troops  were  engaged  in  destroying  railroad. 

December  7. — Marched  thirteen  miles  over  bad  roads  and  encamped 
late  in  the  night. 

December  8. — Marched  nine  miles  and  encamped  near  Station  No.  2. 

December  9. — Marched  ten  miles;  had  some  skirmishing  and  artillery¬ 
firing,  there  being  several  killed  and  wounded  to-day;  several  tori)e- 
does  exploded  among  our  division ;  en(*anii)ed  at  Pooler  (Station  No.  1). 

*  Commauded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr. 
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December  10. — Moved  about  five  miles,  skirmishing  some;  fortified 
ill  the  night. 

,  December  11. — Moved  to  right,  being  relieved  by  Fourteenth  Corps. 

December  12. — Moved  all  day  and  night,  encamping  near  Anderson's 
plantation;  Second  Brigade  ^Yent  to  Dillon’s  Bridge. 

December  13  to  15. — Lay  in  earn]). 

December  16.—l\\  obedience  to  orders,  the  division  broke  camp  and 
marched  to  King’s  Bridge  and  encamped. 

December  17. — Marched  twenty  miles  (having  no  rations);  encamped 
at  Midway  Church. 

December  18. — Destroyed  eighteen  miles  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
Bailroad,  including  trestle  and  portions  of  bridge  across  the  Altamaha 
Kiver. 

December  19. — Continued  destroying  railroad. 

December  20. — Marched  back  to  Midway  Church,  twenty  miles. 

December  21. — Reached  former  camp  near  Anderson’s  plantation, 
having  marched  twenty  miles.  Savannah  evacuated  by  the  rebels  last 
night  and  occupied  by  our  army  this  morning. 

December  22. — Removed  camp  one  mile  and  a  half  toward  the  city. 

December  23. — In  camp. 

December  24. — Moved  through  Savannah  to  three  miles  east  of  city. 

December  25  and  26. — In  camp. 

December  27. — Moved  headquarters  one  mile,  to  Thunderbolt. 

December  28. — Contemplated  review  postponed  on  account  of  rain. 

December  29. — General  Sherman  reviewed  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

December  30  and  31. — In  camp. 

The  Second  Brigade,  for  the  balance  of  the  month  after  the  12th,  Avas 
at  Dillon’s  Bridge. 

Second  Brigade^  First  Division. 


December  1. — The  brigade  was  encamped  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Ogeechee,  at  Station  Ko.  on  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad;  at  7 
a.  m.  began  destruction  of  railroad  and  destroyed  three  miles  and  a 
half;  Aveiit  into  camj)  about  2  p.  m.,  having  marched  six  miles. 

December  2. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  reached  Buck  Head  (or  Dec])) 
Creek,  at  1  p.  m.,  Avhich  we  immediately  crossed  and  encamped  at 
Milieu. 

December  3. — Destroyed  railroad  south  from  Milieu  more  thorough 
and  devilish  than  was  ever  dreamed  of. 

December  4. — iMarched  at  8  a.  m.;  heard  some  cannonading  in  rear 
about  10  a.  m. 

December  5. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.,  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  advance, 
reaching  the  Little  Ogeechee  at  12  m.;  found  the  enemy  disputing  our 
passage.  He  w^as  soon  dislodged  by  the  Thirty-fifth  New  Jersey  Vol- 
uuteers  and  Forty-third  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers  crossing  as  skir¬ 
mishers,  Ave  encamping  east  of  the  stream.  The  enemy  had  thrown  up 
Avorks. 

December  6. — Destroyed  railioad  all  day,  remaining  in  same  camp  as 
yesterday. 

December  7. — IVlarched  about  9  a.  m.,  the  Second  Brigade  in  rear  of 
trains.  Continued  march  all  night  over  miserable  roads  through  quick¬ 
sand  bottoms. 

December  8. — Marched  at  9  a.  m.  and  encamped  about  10  p.  m.  twenty- 
one  miles  from  Savannah,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Hines,  a  rebel  quarter- 
mafiter. 

3  K  K— VOL  xnv 
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December  9. — Marchod  at  7  a.  lu.,  the  Second  Brigade  in  advance; 
struck  the  enemy  about  10  a.  in.;  Hanked  Idin  out  of  his  position  and 
drove  him  to  within  ten  miles  of  Savannah,  losing  some  men  by  the 
explosion  of  torpedoes,  &c. 

December  10. — Marched  at  0  a.  m.  and  went  into  position  south  of 
the  Ogeechee  Canal  about  noon,  losing  a  few  men,  having  had  some 
sharp  skirmishing. 

December  11. — Artillery  practice  and  skirmishing  to-day;  were  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  after  dark,  and  encamped  about 
three  miles  in  rear. 

December  12. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  toward  the  right,  crossing  the 
Ogeechee  Canal  late  in  the  p.  m.,  and  went  into  camp  near  Dillon’s 
Bridge  about  sunset,  with  orders  to  hold  the  ground  between  the  Great 
and  Little  Ogeechee.  Eemained  in  camp  until  date  [December  31]. 

December  19. — Brigade  headquarters,  with  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin 
and  Forty-third  Ohio,  were  moved  to  King’s  Bridge  by  order  from 
Major-General  Blair,  but  returned  same  day  by  order  of  Major-General 
Sherman. 

December  31. — Mustered  for  pay. 

Third  Division. 

November  1. — Marched  from  Cave  Spring  to  Cedartown. 

Noveinber  2. — Marched  to  Van  Wert. 

November  3. — Marched  to  Dallas. 

November  4. — Marched  to  Lost  Mountain. 

November  5. — Marched  to  Smyrna  Camp-Ground,  remaining  there 
until  the  13th,  destroying  four  miles  of  railroad  on  the  12th. 

November  13. — Marched  to  Atlanta. 

November  14. — Eemained  at  Atlanta,  loading  supplies. 

November  id.— Started  south,  marching  to  Stockbridge. 

November  16. — Marched  to  near  McDonough. 

November  17. — Marched  to  near  Jackson. 

November  18. — Crossed  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver  at  Planters’  Ferry  and 
bivouacked  two  miles  and  a  half  beyond  on  Monticello  road. 

November  19. — Marched  to  near  Hillsborough. 

November  20. — Marched  to  Blountsville. 

November  21. — Marched  to  William  AVhitley’s  plantation. 

November  22. — Marched  to  Gordon. 

November  23. — Marched  to  Station  No.  10,  Georgia  Central  Eailroad. 

November  21. — Marched  to  Station  No.  15  (Toomsborough). 

November  25. — Marched  to  Oconee  Eiver. 

November  26. — Crossed  the  Oconee  to  near  Station  No.  14. 

November  27. — Marched  to  Irwin’s  Cross  Eoads. 

November  28. — Marched  to  New  Hope  Church. 

November  29. — Marched  to  Mrs.  Hauver’s  plantation,  on  the  old 
Savannah  road. 

November  30. — Marched  to  Station  No.  1)^,  crossing  the  Ogeechee 
Eivet*. 

Number  of  miles  marched,  21K);  number  of  miles  of  railroad  de¬ 
stroyed,  2J. 

December  1. — Moved  from  Station  No.  94  to  near  Station  No.  9;  six 
miles. 

December  2. — Moved  to  Milieu;  ten  nules. 

December  3. — Moved  to  Station  No.  7,  or  Scarborough  Post-Ofijee; 
ten  miles. 
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December  4. — Moved  to  Station  I^o.  or  Cameron  Post-Office  j  fifteen 

miles. 

December  5. — Moved  to  Little  Ogeecheej  ten  miles. 

December  6. — Laid  in  camp. 

December  7. — Moved  to  Station  ^o.  3  5  fifteen  miles. 

Decembers. — Moved  to  Station  Ko.  2;  eleven  miles. 

December  9. — Moved  to  Pooler  (Station  ISTo.  1);  ten  miles. 

December  10. — Aloved  to  enemy’s  Avorks  around  Savannah,  six  miles, 
and  took  up  position. 

Decffinber  11. — Moved  to  the  right  two  miles. 

December  12. — Moved  farther  to  the  right  by  a  rear  and  roundabout 
road )  marched  twelve  miles ;  took  up  a  iiosition  and  fortified. 

December  13  to  20,  inclusive. — Constructed  forts  and  earth- works; 
also  boats  and  portable  bridges  with  which  to  cross  the  rice  swamp  in 
front  of  the  enemy’s  AA^orks  and  make  a  charge,  if  possible.  Sharp- 
shooting 'constantly,  and  occasionally  enlivening  the  Georgia  militia 
Avith  an  artillery  duel. 

Deceinber  21. — At  4  a.  m.  discovered  the  enemy  were  evacuating  and 
pushed  for  Savannah,  Ga.,  eight  miles  distant,  reaching  that  place  at  6 

a.  m. 

December  22  to  31,  inclusive. — Eemained  in  camj). 

Total  distance  marched  in  month,  115  miles.  Aggregate  of  marches 
in  year:  On  foot,  1,561  miles;  on  steam-boat,  1,400  miles;  on  railroad, 
1,200  miles;  total,  4,161  miles. 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

November  13. — This  command  left  Camp  Smyrna,  Ga.,  forming  part  of 
the  army  under  General  Sherman,  and  took  part  in  the  move  through 
the  State  of  Georgia,  destroying  railroads,  &c. ;  met  with  little  resistance 
from  the  enemy. 

[December.'] — During  the  i)ast  month  this  command  has  been  on  the 
move  until  the  10th  of  the  month,  at  Avhich  date  it  arrived  before 
SaA^aimah,  on  the  Augusta  road. 

December  11. — Were  ordered  to  take  iiosition  before  the  city  on  the 
Darien  road,  which  position  the  command  occupied  until  the  surrender 
of  the  city,  becember  21. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  month  the  command  was  encamped  at 
Fort  Eo.  3,  Savannah,  Ga.,  furnishing  regular  picket  and  fatigue  parties. 


Fourth  Division. 


November  1. — The  division  marched  on  or  about  this  date  from  Cave 
Spring  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  arrived  at  Smyrna  Camp- 
G round,  near  Marietta,  Ga. 

November  6. — Moved  to  Marietta,  Ga.  Arriving  at  that  place  the 
Second  Brigade,  that  had  been  on  duty  in  that  vicinity  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  joined  the  division  and  AA^ere  consolidated  Avitlithe  First  and  Third 
Brigades.  We  remained  at  Marietta  reorganizing  and  preparing  for 
the  campaign  through  Georgia  until  thel3tli,  when  Ave  moved  toward 
Atlanta. 

November  14. — Arrived  at  Atlanta. 

November  15. — Started  Avith  the  army  on  expedition  to  Savannah. 

November  29. — Arrived  at  the  Ogeechee,  and  crossed  the  river  oi>po- 
site  Station  No.  on  tlie  following  morning. 


36 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LTI. 


December  1. — The  division  moved  from  near  Station  No.  on  the 
Georgia  Central  Railroad,  and  eontinned  the  mareli  witli  Major-General 
Sherman’s  army  toward  Savannah,  Ga. 

December  10. — Drove  the  enemy  in  front  from  two  advanced  lines  of 
defense  across  a  swamp  and  into  their  main  line  of  works,  three  miles 
from  the  city,  losing  0  killed  and  11  wounded. 

December  11. — (Changed  position  to  the  right. 

December  21. — Marched  into  the  city  of  Savannah;  are  now  [Decem¬ 
ber  31]  encamped  near  the  city. 

• 

Third  Brigade.,  Faarih  Diri.sion. 

November  1. — Left  Gave  Spring,  and,  marching  via  Cedartown,  Van 
Wert,  Dallas,  Lost  Mountain  Post-Office,  and  Smyrna  Oamp-Ground, 
went  into  camp  at  Marietta  on  theOth;  distance  marched,  sixty-two 
mfles  and  a  half. 

November  12. — Marched  to  Big  Shanty,  destroying  railroad  one  niile 
and  a  half  south  of  it,  returning  to  Marietta  that  evening;  distance, 
eight  miles. 

November  Id. — Left  IMarietta,  and  marched,  via  Proctor’s  Creek,  At¬ 
lanta,  Tar  Creek,  Catawba  Creek,  Ocmulgee  Mills,  Monticello,  Hills¬ 
borough,  Gordon  Station,  Irwinton,  and  Toomsborough,  to  within  three 
miles  of  the  M.  and  A.  Railroad  bridge  over  the  Oconee  River. 

November  23. — Went  into  bivouac;  distance,  151  miles. 

November  23. — iM arched  to  railroad  bridge  and  skirmished  with  the 
enemy;  withdrew  in  the  forenoon,  and  marched,  via  Toomsborough,  to 
within  three  miles  of  Ball’s  Perry ;  distance,  fourteen  miles. 

November  20. — Crossed  Ball’s  Ferry,  and  marching  near  Louisville 
encamped  nearOgeechee  River;  distance,  hfty-one  miles. 

Total  distance  marched,  289J  miles. 

December  1. — Moved  from  bivouac  near  Ogeechee  River. 

December  2  to  4. — Marched  to  Burton  and  Millen. 

December  5. — Arrived  at  Ogeechee  Church,  near  Station  No.  5^,  on 
Savannah  and  Augusta  Railroad;  distance  marched,  sixty-seven  miles 
and  a  half ;  destroyed  six  miles  and  a  half  of  the  Savannah  and  Au¬ 
gusta  Railroad. 

December  7  to  10. — Marched  forty-one  miles  and  a  half,  going  into 
position  within  two  miles  and  three-quarters  of  Savannah  on  the  10th. 

December  11. — Being  relieved  by  ]^art  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
withdrew  and  moved  to  King’s  Bridge,  on  Ogeechee  Canal;  distance 
marched,  four  miles. 

December  12. — Marched  six  miles  to  plank  road. 

December  13  to  15 ^  inclusive. — In  camp. 

December  16. — Moved  to  King’s  Bridge,  on  Ogeechee  River;  distance 
marched,  live  miles. 

December  17  and  18. — Remained  in  camp,  a  portion  of  the  command 
being  engaged  in  building  a  wharf  on  the  Ogeechee. 

December  19. — Moved  nine  miles  to  Lawton’s. 

December  20. — Had  continued  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

December  21. — The  enemy  having  evacuated  their  position  during 
the  night  previous,  moved  into  Savannah  in  the  forenoon,  and  haxo 
since  been  encamped  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city;  distance  marched  on 
the  21st,  seven  miles. 

Total  distance  marched  during  the  month,  140  miles. 

Capt.  E.  C.  Lawson,  Company  C,  Thirty-second  Illinois  Volunteers, 
wounded  in  groin  severely. 
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November  1. — Tlie  corps  was  stationed  at  Eome,  Ga. 

November  2. — Marched  to  Kingston,  where  preparations  for  a  winter 
campaign  were  made. 

November  11. — Oommuni cation  north  was  given  up  and  the  move¬ 
ment  south  commenced. 

November  15. — The  corps  arrived  at  Atlanta. 

Noveynber  16. — Left  Atlanta  and  passed  through  Decatur. 

November  17  to  22. — The  march  was  continued. 

November  23. — The  corps  arrived  at  Milledgeville. 

November  25. — Crossed  the  Oconee,  moving  for  Sandersville. 

November  26. — Arrived  at  Sandersville. 

November  27. — Marched  for  Louisville. 

November  29. — Eeached  Louisville,  at  which  place  the  corps  remained 
until  December  1. 

December  1. — The  corps  moved  from  Louisville,  the  First  and  Second 
Divisions  on  a  road  running  toward  Savannah,  and  the  Third  Division, 
in  support  of  Kilpatrick\s  cavalry,  toward  Waynesborough.  The  First 
and  Second  Divisions  crossed  the  Augusta  railroad  at  Lumpkin’s 
Station,  the  Third  crossing  five  miles  to  the  left.  The  track  of  the  road 
was  thoroughly  destroyed- to  a  considerable  distance  at  these  points. 
The  Third  Division  continued  moving  with  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  oper¬ 
ating  on  the  left  flank,  until  the  5th,  arriving  on  that*day  at  Jackson- 
borough,  near  which  place  the  other  two  divisions  arrived  and  encamped. 

December  6. — Continued  the  march,  the  whole  corps  on  the  Savannah 
road,  until  the  11th,  when  the  corps  moved  forward,  following  the 
Twentieth  Corps,  to  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works  near 
Savannah,  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  in  which 
position  it  remained  until  the  evacuation  of  Savannah,  considerable 
tiring  being  kept  up  during  the  time  by  the  artillery  and  skirmishers. 

December  22. — The  corps  moved  to  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of 
Savannah,  and  remained  in  camp  at  this  point  during  the  remainder  of 
the  month. 


Fir  fit  Division. 

Novemoer  i. — Encamped  near  Eome,  Ga. 

November  2. — Marched  fifteen  miles  to  Kingston. 

November  3. — Ko  change  until  11th. 

November  11. — Marched  eleven  miles  to  Cartersville. 
November  13. — Marched  to  Big  Shanty,  destroying  railroad. 
November  14.— Marched  to  Chattahoocliee  Elver. 

Novem  ber  15. — Entered  'Atlanta. 

November  16. — Marched  to  Lithonia;  fifteen  miles. 

November  17. — Marched  to  Yellow  Eiver;  seventeen  miles, 
November  18. — Marched  to  Covington;  eight  miles. 
November  19. — Marched  toward  Shady  Dale;  twelve  miles, 
November  20. — Marched  to  Sparks’  house;  fifteen  miles.  , 
November  21. — Marched  six  miles. 

November  22. — Moved  toward  iMilledgeville;  twelve  miles. 
November  23. — Marched  to  Milledgeville;  eleven  miles. 


^  Coinmaiided  by  MaJ.  Geu.  Henry  W.  Slocum, 
t  Coimnaiided  by  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  .Jefferson  C.  Davis. 


38  OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA.  [Chap.  LVI. 

Kovemher  24. — Crossed  Oconee  Eiver  and  encamped  on  Town  Creek; 
ten  miles. 

November  25. — NTo  changes. 

November  26. — Marched  ten  miles,  crossing  Buffalo  Creek  Swamp,  to 
Keg  Creek. 

November  27. — Marched  through  Sandersville  toward  Davishorongh; 
eighteen  miles. 

November  28. — Passed  Davishorongh  at  noon;  fourteen  miles. 

November  29. — Passed  through  Louisville;  three  miles. 

November  30. — Marched  seventeen  miles  to  Mill  Creek. 

December  1. — On  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah.  The  march 
was  continued  daily  until  the  11th. 

December  11. — The  division  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the  Second 
Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  relieving  two  divisions  of  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  which  had  thrown  up  works. 

December  12. — The  battery  opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  lines  about 
800  yards  distant  and  continued  firing  daily.  The  firing  was  also  ke])t 
up  steadily  on  the  picket-lines.  Ko  changes  of  importance  were  made 
in  the  lines  until  the  21st,  when  two  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade 
entered  Savannah  and  returned  to  camp  the  same  day. 

December  22. — The  division  marched  three  miles  and  encamped  near 
the  city,  where  the  troops  remain  at  this  date  |  December  31]. 

Total  distance  marched,  125  miles. 


Seeovd  Brigade,  First  Divuion. 

/ 

November  15. — The  Second  Brigade  was  organized  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
in  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  NTo.  16,  from  headquarters  First  Division, 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  and  J.  H.  Brigham,  lieutenant-colonel  Sixty- 
ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  ifiaced  in  command. 

November  16. — It  left  Atlanta,  and  up  to  the  present  time  [November 
30]  marched  about  200  miles,  passing  in  its  route  through  Decatur, 
Lithonia,  Conyers,  Covington,  Sandersville,  and  Louisville.  During  the 
march  the  brigade  was  not  in  any  engagement.  The  general  health  of 
the  men  has  been  good,  only  three  having  died  up  to  the  present  time. 

[Decm&cr.]— During  the  month  the  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Army  of  Georgia,  under  General  Sherman,  marched  from  the  vicinity  of 
Louisville,  passing  through  Sebastopol  and  Nas worthy,  crossing  Buck 
Head  Creek,  and  striking  the  railroad  at  Lumpkin’s  Station,  effectually 
destroying  it.  From  this  point  the  march  tvas  continued. 

December  4. — Crossed  Ebenezer  Creek,  passing  near  the  remains  of 
old  Fort  Greene,  marching  j^arallel  with  the  Savannah  Eiver  until 
within  four  miles  of  the  city,  when,  passing  to  the  right  of  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Corps,  the  brigade,  with  the  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps,  took  up  position  on  the  11th  instant  on  the  most  advanced  por¬ 
tion  of  the  entire  line,  rMie^ing  a  portion  of  the  Seventeenth  Cori)S. 
The  enemy  was  in  the  immediate  front,  with  strong  works  and  an 
almost  impassable  swamp  intervening.  Cannonading  and  skirmishing 
was  kept  up,  resulting  in  tlie  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Trask,  Tliir- 
teeuth  Michigan  Veternn  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  five  enlisted  men  in 
the  whole  brigade. 

December  19. — The  brigade  was  relieved  by  the  Tliird  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Fourteenth  Army  ('oi  ps. 

December  21. — The  enemy  having  evacuated,  the  city  was  taken  pos¬ 
session  of. 
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December  22. — The  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  took  up  position  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city,  where  it  yet  remains,  active  preparations  mean¬ 
while  being-  made  for  another  campaign. 

December  27. — The  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  was  reviewed  in  the 
streets  of  Savannah  by  General  Sherman. 

Third  Brigade^  First  Division. 

November  2. — The  brigade  marched  with  the  division  from  Home  to 
Kingston,  at  which  place  it  went  into  camp,  doing  regular  camp  and 
picket  duty  until  the  12th. 

Xovemher  12. — Marched  with  the  division  in  direction  of  Atlanta. 

November  15. — Arrived  at  Atlanta. 

November  16. — Alarched  with  the  division  in  the  direction  of  the 
Atlantic  coast,  marching  through  Lithonia,  Covington,  Milledgeville, 
Sandersville,  and  Louisville. 

November  30. — Marched  to  Sebastopol,  Ga.,  on  the  line  of  the  Macon 
and  Savannah  Itailroad,  at  which  place  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

During  the  month  the  brigade  assisted  in  destroying  the  AVestern 
and  Atlantic,  Georgia,  and  the  Savannah  and  Augusta  railroads.  Dis¬ 
tance  marched  during  the  month,  247  miles. 

December  1. — Marched  from  Sebastopol. 

December  3. — Arrived  at  Lumi^kin’s  Station,  on  Augusta  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Eailroad. 

December  4. — Were  engaged  for  several  hours  in  tearing  u]!  the  track 
and  destroying  the  road,  and  inarched  the  balance  of  the  day  as  rear 
guard  to  the  train,  and  skirmishing  Avitli  a  small  body  of  rebel  cavalry, 
but  with  no  result. 

December  11. — Arrived  in  front  of  Savannah  and  went  into  line  of 
battle  and  remained  there  until  the  21st,  during  which  time  nothing 
of  note  occurred  but  the  regular  skirmishing,  which  was  kept*  up  by 
the  iiickets. 

December  21. — Marched  into  the  city  at  8  a.  m.,  where  we  went  into 
camp  and  remained  the  balance  of  the  month,  doing  regular  garrison 
and  picket  duty. 

Distance  marched  during  the  month,  140  miles. 

Second  Division. 

November  1. — Left  Rome,  Ga.,  for  Kingston,  Ga. 

November  8. — Marched  to  Cartersville,  Ga. 

November  13. — Destroyed  eight  miles  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta 
Railroad. 

November  15. — Arrived  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

November  16. — Marched  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  via  Covington,  Milledge¬ 
ville,  Sandersville,  Ga.,  to  Louisville,  Ga. 

November  26. — Skirmished  with  the  enemy  at  Sandersville,  Ga.,  and 
drove  him.  Loss,  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  1  wounded. 

November  30. — Enemy  attacked  incket-line  at  Louisville,  Ga.,  in  w  hich 
h(^  was  repulsed,  and  left  on  the  held  2  commissioned  ofticers  and  4 
enlisted  men  killed  and  1  enlisted  man  w^ounded. 

Distance  marched  during  the  month,  252  miles. 

December  1. — Division  left  Louisville,  Ga.;  marched  to  within  four 
miles  of  Savannah. 

December  11. — Went  into  imsition  for  offensive  operations;  remained 
so  until  the  21st. 


40 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


December  20  and  21. — Enemy  evacuated  Ms  works  at  iiig'lit,  retreat¬ 
ing  a(noss  Savaunali  Elver.  Moved  into  camp  at  Savaunali,  Ga.,  on 
the  21st;  remained  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

dumber  of  miles  marched,  121. 

First  Brigade^  lUeeond  Division. 

November  1. — The  brigade  left  Eome,  Ga.,  and  marched  toward  At¬ 
lanta,  destroying  the  railroad  as  they  went. 

Noveynber  16. — Left  Atlanta  and  marched  by  way  of  Decatur,  Lith- 
onia,  Conyers,Covington,Milledgeville,Sandersville,aud  Fenn’s  Bridge 
to  Louisville,  Ga. 

No  engagement  with  the  enemy  during  the  month,  except  at  San- 
dersville,  from  which  town  the  rebel  cavalry  Avas  driven  out  by  skir¬ 
mishers  from  this  brigade  and  from  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 

December  1. — Left  Louisville,  Ga.,  and  marched  east  to  the  Savannah 
Eiver. 

Deeemher  11. — Arrived  in  front  of  Savannah.  The  brigade  was 
posted  near  the  Milledgeville  road,  only  about  400  yards  from  the  rebel 
batteries,  but  being  coA^ered  by  an  impenetrable  swainjA  and  dense  Avoods, 
suffered  but  little. 

December  21. — After  the  CA^acuation  of  the  place  by  the  rebels  moved 
camp  nearer  the  town. 

Third  Brigade^' Second  Division. 

December  1  found  this  brigade  on  the  march  to  Savannah,  Ga., 
which  place  it  reached  on  or  about  the  13th.  Tlie  brigade  Avas  not  on 
the  line  during  the  investment  of  the  city,  but  was  held  as  reserve, 
furnishing  all  details  for  fatigue,  forage,  &c.  When  the  enemy  evacu¬ 
ated  the  city  our  camp  was  moved  up  to  within  two  miles  of  the  city, 
where  we  liaA^e  remained  in  inactivity  ever  since. 

Third  Division. 


November  2. — Division  moved  from  camp  near  Eome,  Ga.,  and 
arrived  at  3  p.  m.  at  Kingston,  where  it  remained  until  the  12th. 

November  12. — Took  up  the  march  for  Atlanta,  encamping  first  night 
three  miles  from  Etowah  Elver. 

November  13. — Passed  through  Allatoona  Gap*;  destroyed  the  rail¬ 
road  from  Allatoona  Creek  to  a  point  one  mile  beyond  AcAvorth,  and 
Avent  into  camp  at  Big  Shanty. 

November  14. — Division  crossed  the  Chattahoochee. 

November  15. — Marched  through  and  encamped  near  the  city  of 
Atlanta. 

November  16. — Passed  through  Decatur  and  marched  as  far  as  Snap- 
finger  Creek. 

November  17. — From  this  date  the  march  Avas  continued  througli 
Lithonia,  Conyers,  crossing  YelloAv  EiA^er,  througli  CoAungton,  over 
the  Ulcofauhachee,  through  Shady  Dale. 

November  23. — Beached  the  city  of  IMilledgeville  in  the  morning. 

November  25. — From  this  place  the  diAusion  marched  in  the  morning; 
crossed  the  Oconee  and  destroyed  the  bridge. 

November  26. — Arrived  at  Sandersville. 

November  27. — Division  started  for  Louisville,  taking  the  road  to 
Feun’s  Bridge,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Avith  all  the  trains  of 
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tlie  cor])S,  following  tlie  direct  route.  Head  of  column  reached  Kocky 
('oinfort  Creek  at  8^.30  a.  m.,  but  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  was  unable  to  cross  until  in  the  afternoon.  Encamped  near 
Jiouisville,  where  the  division  remained  until  December  1. 

Decernher  1. — At  10  a.  m.  division  moved  from  camp  near  Louisville, 
in  (‘ompany  with  General  Kilxjatrick’s  division  of  cavalry,  and  went 
into  camp  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  bank  of  Buck  Head  Creek.  During  the 
day  considerable  skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  with  a  loss  on 
our  side  of  3  killed  and  2  wounded. 

Decemher  2. — Met  the  enemy  again  at  Kocky  Creek  at  10  a.  m.  posted 
behind  strong  barricades  and  disposed  to  dispute  our  crossing  at  the 
ford.  The  Seven ty-fourth  Indiana  charged  and  dispersed  them,  and 
the  division  marched  to  the  farm  of  Mr. - and  went  into  camp. 

.December  3. — Arrived  at  Thomas’  Station,  on  the  Savannah  and 
xVugusta  Kailroad,  and  during  the  night  thoroughly  destroyed  several 
miles  of  railroad  track. 

Decemher  4. — General  Kilpatrick  attacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry  one 
mile  from  Thomas’  Station  and  drove  them  in  confusion  through 
Waynesborough  and  two  miles  beyond.  The  division  followed  up  and 
sui)ported  General  Kilpatrick  during  tlie  day,  and  then  made  a  night 
march  to  Alexander. 

Decemher  5. — Beached  Jacksonborough. 

Decemher  6. — Crossed  Beaver  Dam  Creek  and  joined  the  other  divis¬ 
ions  of  the  corps. 

Decemher  7. — Late  at  night  reached  Sister’s  Ferry. 

J)ecemher  8. — B?emained  in  camp  during  the  day  and  had  consider¬ 
able  skirmishing  with  the  advance  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Marched 
at  midnight,  ana  crossed  Ebenezer  Creek  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  9th. 

December  10. — Encamped  within  twelve  iniles  of  Savannah,  making 
short  marches. 

Decemher  13. — Division  encamped  on  the  Louisville  road,  six  miles 
from  die  city,  where  it  remained  until  the  22d,  at  which  time  (the  city 
having  been  evacuated  on  the  night  of  the  20th)  it  was  moved  to  a 
position  still  occupied  half  a  mile  from  the  town. 

Decemher  27. — Cor])S  reviewed  by  Alajor-General  Sherman. 


Fir  fit  .Brifjade,  Third  Divmon. 

November  1. — Brigade  remained  in  cam])  near  Borne,  Ga. 

November  2. — At  0  a.  m.  (*rossed  the  Etowah  Biver,  passing  through 
Borne,  marching  on  Kingston  and  Borne  road;  encamped  for  the  night 
near  Kingston. 

November  3  to  11. — Bemained  in  camp. 

November  12. — Marched  at  S  a.  m.  on  Kingston  and  Marietta  road, 
l)assing  through  Cartersville;  encamped  near  Allatoona. 

November  13. — Marched  at  0.30  a.  m.,  passing  through  Allatoona; 
encamped  near  Big  Shanty. 

November  14. — Marched  at  8  a.  m.,  passing  through  Marietta;  (a  ossed 
the  Chattahoochee  Biver  at  Turner’s  Ferry. 

November  15, — Marched  at  0  a.  m.;  arriving  at  Atlanta,  encamped 
for  the  night. 

November  16. — Marched  at  11  a.  m.  to  mair  Little  IMne  Mountain. 

November  17. — Marched  at  0  a.  in.,  jiassing  through  Lithonia  and 
Conyers,  and  tearing  up  rue  mile  and  three-quarters  of  railroad;  en¬ 
camped  near  Yellow  Biver. 
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November  18. — At  10  a.  in.  marched  tlirougli  Covington;  encamped 
for  the  night  one  mile  south  of  Covington. 

November  19. — Marched  at  0.30  a.  m.,  xiassing  through  Sandtown ; 
encamped  for  the  night  four  miles  south  of  Sandtown. 

November  20. — Marched  at  6.30  a.  m.  on  Covington  and  Eatonton 
road. 

November  21. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  passing  through  Shady  Dale; 
encamped  for  the  night. 

November  22. — Marched  at  8  a.  m. ;  encamped  for  the  night  on 
Howell  Cobb’s  farm. 

November  23. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.;  arriving  at  Milledgeville,  en¬ 
camped  for  the  night. 

November  24. — Kemained  in  position. 

November  25. — Marched  at  0  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Oconee  River  and 
marching  on  the  Milledgeville  and  Sandersville  road;  encamped  on 
Giles’  farm. 

November  26. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  on  Milledgeville  and  Sandersville 
road,  passing  through  Sandersville,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

November  27. — Marched  at  0  a.  m.  on  Fenn’s  Bridge  road,  and  cross¬ 
ing  the  Ogeechee,  encamped  six  miles  southwest  of  Louisville. 

November  28. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  building  a  bridge  and  crossing 
Rocky  Comfort  Creek;  passed  through  Louisville  and  encamped  for  the 
night. 

November  29. — Marched  at  9  a.  m.  and  took  i)osition  across  Little 
Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  relieving  a  brigade  of  cavalry. 

November  30. — Remained  in  position. 

December  1. — Brigade  marched  on  Waynesborough  road;  arriving  at 
Buck  Head  Creek,  encamped  for  the  night. 

December  2. — Marched  at  0  a.  m.  on  Waynesborough  road  five  miles, 
turning  south  on  Savannah  road  three  miles;  encamped  for  the  night. 

December  3. — Marched  at  6  a.  in.  on  Savannah  road;  turned  east  on 
by-road,  marching  to  Thomas’  Station,  on  Augusta  and  Savannah  Rail¬ 
road;  halted  for  the  night,  tearing  up  one  mile  and  three-quarters  of 
road. 

December  4. — Supported  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  in  an  engage¬ 
ment  with  rebel  General  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  driving  them  beyond 
Waynesborough;  marched  from  Waynesborough,  on  Augusta  and  Sa¬ 
vannah  Railroad,  passing  through  Alexander;  encamped  for  the  nignt 
two  miles  south. 

December  5. — Marched  same  course  and  road,  encamping  for  th(‘  night 
on  Beaver  Dam  Creek. 

December  6. — Marched  on  same  road  all  night. 

December  7. — Formed  line  of  battle;  skirmished  with  the  enemy  all 
day. 

December  8. — At  1  a.  m.  withdrew  across  Sister’s  Ferry  bridge,  on 
Little  Ebenezer  Creek.  At  11  a.  m.  marched  on  by-road  intersecting 
Augusta  and  Savannah  road,  eighteen  miles  northwest  of  Savannah ; 
encanqied  for  the  night. 

December  9. — Marched  on  Augusta  and  Savannah  road  and  took 
position  at  Eleven- Mile  Post. to  guard  the  rear  against  cavalry. 

December  10. — Ivemained  in  position. 

December  11. — jMoved  on  by-road  to  Louisville  road;  took  ])osition  to 
guard  rear. 

December  12  to  21. —  Remained  in  position. 

December  20. — Th(‘  Twenty-third  ^Missouri  \h)lunteer  Infantry  was 
detached  on  fatigue  duty  at  King’s  Bridge. 
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December  22. — Marched  to  Avithin  ten  miles  of  Savannah,  encamping' 
along  Louisville  road. 

December  23  to  26. — Eemained  in  position. 

Decewi&er  57.— Was  reviewed  in  the  streets  of  Savannah  hy  Major- 
General  Sherman,  with  balance  of  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

December  28  and  29. — Eemained  in  camp. 

December  30. — Moved  to  Savannah,  temporarily  relieving  Twentietli 
Corps  while  on  review. 

December  31. — Eemained  in  camp. 


Second  Brigade.)  Third  Division. 


November  1. — Encamped  at  Eome,  Ga. 

November  2. — Marched  to  Kingston,  Ga.,  where  the  brigade  lay  until 
the  12th. 

'November  12. — Marched  toward  Atlanta. 

■November  13. — Destroyed  railroad  and  marched  to  Big  Shanty. 

November  15. — Eeached  Atlanta. 

November  16. — Marched  fifteen  miles,  passing  through  Decatur,  Ga. 

November  17. — Destroyed  railroad  and  encamped  near  Conyers,  Ga., 
on  Augusta  and  Savannah  Eailroad. 

November  18. — Marched  to  Covington,  Ga.  ’ 

November  19. — Marched  fifteen  miles;  encamped  near  Sandtowu,  Ga. 

November  20  to  22. — On  the  march. 

November  23. — Eeached  Milledgeville,  Ga. 

November  25. — Marched  at  daylight;  made  seventeen  miles. 

November  26. — Had  bad  roads  through  swamps;  encamped  at  Sand- 
ersville. 

November  27. — Marched  eighteen  miles,  crossing  Ogeechee  Elver  at 
Fenrfs  Bridge. 

November  28. — Eeached  Louisville,  Ga. ;  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  month. 


Third  Brigade)  Third  Division. 

November  1  found  this  brigade  on  the  march  toward  Atlanta,  Ga., 
which  place  it  reached  on  the  15th. 

November  16. — Started  with  the  rest  of  the  army  to  Savannah,  Ga. 

•TWENTIETH  ARMY  CORPS.* 

[November.] — The  corps  remained  in  Atlanta  until  the  15th. 

November  11. — The  Army  of  Georgia  having  been  organized,  Major- 
General  Slocum  assumed  command  of  the  Left  Wing,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S. 
Williams  assumed  command  of  the  corps.  Brig.  Gen.  K.  J.  Jackson 
assumed  command  of  the  First  Division. 

November  15. — The  corps  left  Atlanta  and  marched  to  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain. 

November  16. — Marched  to  YelloAV  Eiver. 

November  17. — Marched  toward  Madison,  encamping  on  Flat  Creek. 

November  18. — Encam])ed  four  miles  west  of  Madison. 

November  19. — The  Second  Division,  Avith  one  battery,  detached  from 
the  corps  and  sent  to  destroy  Hie  railroad  from  Madison  to  the  Oconee 
Eiver.  Tlie  First  and  Third  Divisions  marched  to  Madison,  encamping 
live  miles  southeast  of  it. 


*  Commanded  by  P>i  ig.  Gen.  Alpheiis  S.  Williams. 
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Fovemher  20. — The  First  and  Third  Divisions  marched  toward  Eaton- 
ton,  encamping  three  miles  north  of  it. 

November  21. — The  First  and  Third  Divisions  marched  through 
Eatonton  toward  Milledgeville,  encamping  near  Dennis  Station,  on  the 
Eatonton  and  Milledgeville  Railroad. 

November  22. — Marched  to  Milledgeville.  The  Second  Division  re¬ 
joined  the  corps,  having  destroyed  the  railroad  from  Madison  to  Oconee 
River  and  the  bridge  at  the  river. 

.  November  23. — Corps  remained  at  Milledgeville. 

November  24. — Corps  marched  toward  Hebron^  encamping  near  Gum 
Creek. 

November  25. — Marched  toward  Sandersville,  encamping  two  miles 
from  the  town;  skirmished  with  the  enemy. 

November  26. — Marched  to  Sandersville;  slight  skirmishing.  The 
Third  Division  remained  there  to  guard  the  trains  and  artillery.  The 
First  and  Second  Divisions  marched  to  Tennille  Station,  on  the  Georgia 
Central  Railroad. 

November  27. — The  Third  Division  marched  with  the  train  and  artil¬ 
lery  to  Davisborough.  The  Second  Division  destroyed  the  railroad 
from  Tennille  Station  to  within  six  miles  of  Davisborough,  encamping 
at  the  latter  place,  the  First  Division  on  .south  side  of  railroad  to  Davis¬ 
borough. 

November  28. — All  the  wagon  train  and  artillery  of  the  corps,  escorted 
by  the  Third  Division,  marched  to  Louisville.  The  First  Division  de¬ 
stroyed  the  railroad  from  Davisborough  to  Spiers  Station,  encamping 
at  that  place.  The  Second  Division  destroyed  railroad  west  of  Davis¬ 
borough;  returning,  encamped  at  that  place. 

November  29. — The  First  and  Second  Divisions  destroyed  tlie  railroad 
to  the  Ogeechee  River  and  the  railroad  bridge  there;  the  Third  Divis¬ 
ion  at  Louisville. 

November  30. — The  First  and  Second  Division  crossed  the  Ogeechee 
River  and  encamped  with  the  balance  of  the  corps  near  Louisville. 

Casualties,  144. 

\December.] — During  the  month  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah 
was  completed.  The  daily  marches  were  as  follows : 

JJecember  1. — Marched  from  Louisville,  Ga.,  through  Birdville;  en¬ 
camped  on  Bark  Camp  Creek. 

December  2. — Marched  to  Buck  Head  Church. 

December  3. — Marched  toward  Sylvania,  crossing  the  Augusta  and 
Millen  railroad;  destroyed  live  miles  of  track;  encamped  on  Horse 
Ch’eek. 

December  4. — Marclied  to  the  Little  Ogeechee  River. 

December  5. — Moved  forward  about  five  miles  on  the  road  to  Spring- 
field. 

December  6. — Marched  to  Turkey  Creek. 

December  7. — Marched  to  Springfield. 

December  8. — Marched  toward  Monteith.  The  First  and  Second 
Divisions  marched  thirteen  miles.  Tlie  Third  Division,  witli  the  corps 
trains,  marched  six  miles. 

December  9. — Marched  to  Monteith  plantation.  The  Third  Division 
and  trains  closed  up.  The  enemy  at  this  place,  having  obstructed  the 
road  ac^ross  a  wide  swamp  and  having  infantry  and  artillery  in  in- 
trenchments  on  tlie  opposite  side,  disputed  the  crossing.  They  were 
driv'en  away  by  a  portion  of  the  First  Division  and  their  work  occupied 
by  us. 


Chap.  LVI.] 


THE  SAVANNAH  CAMPAIGN. 


45 


December  10. — Marched  on  the  Savanuali  and  Augusta  road  j  found 
the  enemy’s  intrenched  line  crossing  the  road  near  the  Four-Mile  Post. 
After  reconnoitering  the  corps  took  position  in  front  of  the  enemy — the 
left  on  Savannah  Kiver,  the  right  on  Georgia  Central  Eailroad.  Pe- 
mained  in  this  position  until  the  21st,  when,  the  enemy  liaving  evac¬ 
uated,  the  corps  took  possession  of  the  city.  A  small  steamer  (Ida) 
was  captured  in  tlie  Savannah  River  and  burned  on  the  lOth. 

December  12. — The  steamer  Resolute  was  captured. 

December  19. — The  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  was  sent  across 
the  river  to  the  South  Carolina  side,  returning  upon  the  occupation  of 
the  city.  IJpon  taking  possession  of  the  city  Brigadier-General  Geary 
Avas  detailed  as  post  commander  and  the  Second  Division  as  guards 
and  patrols.  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  placed  in  position  on  west 
side  of  city,  occupying  a  line  from  Savannah  River  to  Georgia  Central 
Railroad. 

Positions  unchanged  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Casualties,  114. 

Firnt  Division, 

[Xovember.] — The  division  remained  in  camp  about  Atlanta  until  the 
morning  of  the  15th., 

Xovember  10. — An  order  was  received  from  Major-General  Slocum, 
Avho  had  been  placed  in  command  of  the  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 
assigning  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams  to  the  command  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps. 

Xovember  11. — Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson,  who  had  been  ordered  to 
report  for  duty  to  General  Williams,  was  by  him  assigned  to  the  tem- 
l)orary  command  of  the  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps. 

Xovember  15. — At  7.30  a.  m.  the  division  marched  out  of  Atlanta  on 
the  Decatur  road;  passed  to  the  right  of  Stone  Mountain,  near  which 
place  the  Third  Brigade  destroyed  seA^eral  miles  of  the  Augusta  rail¬ 
road;  passed  through  Social  Circle  and  Madison,  and  at  the  latter  place 
took  a  southeasterly  direction,  leaving  the  Augusta  railroad  and  pass¬ 
ing  through  Eatonton;  crossed  Little  River  and  reached  Milledgeville, 
the  capital  of  Georgia,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d.  Remained  near 
the  city  for  one  day. 

Xovember  24. — Marched  in  the  morning  toward  Ogeechee  River; 
skirmished  Avith  the  enemy’s  cavalry  AAdiile  entering  Sandersville. 

Xovember  26. — In  the  afternoon  the  division  struck  the  Georgia  Central 
Railroad  at-Tennille  Station  (No.  13),  from  Avhich  point  the  division,  in 
connection  Avith  the  Second  Division  (General  Geary’s),  tore  up  the 
7  ailroad  to  the  Ogeechee  River  nearly  forty  miles. 

Xovember  30. — Crossed  the  Ogeechee  River  in  the  afternoon  four 
ndles  south  of  Louisville. 

December  1. — The  division  was  in  camp  near  Louisville,  Ga.,  and  at 
noon  resumed  the  march  toward  Savannah. 

Jlecember  2. — Passed  through  Birdville. 

December  3. — Crossed  the  Waynesborough  railroad  three  miles  north 
of  Mi  lien. 

Deeembet  8. — Passed  through  Sjnlngheld. 

December  9. — Came  upon  a  force  of  the  enemy  occu])ying  two  redoubts, 
Avith  one  ])iece  of  artillery  commanding  the  road.  While  Colonel  Self¬ 
ridge  ((commanding  the  First  Brigade)  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  in  front,  the  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Carman’s)  Avas  sent  to  the 
enemy’s  heft  to  get  to  his  rear,  if  possible,  and  the  Third  Brigade  (Col¬ 
onel  Robinson’s)  to  his  right.  Owing  to  the  difficult  nature  of  the 
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ground  the  Second  Brigade  did  not  succeed  in  reaching  the  desired 
position  before  the  movement  of  the  Third  Brigade  compelled  the  enemy 
to  evacuate  his  position. 

December  10. — Came  upon  the  enemy,  posted  in  a  line  of  strong 
works  covering  the  city  of  Savannah,  about  four  miles  from  the  city. 
Took  position  before  the  enemy’s  works  and  remained  in  i^osition  until 
the  21st,  during  which  time  the  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Carman’s)  was 
sent  to  the  South  Carolina  shore. 

December  The  city  was  found  to  have  been  evacuated  by  the 
enemy.  The  division  was  brought  to  the  city  on  the  21st  and  22d,  its 
right  resting  on  the  Savannah  Eiver,  and  remained  in  that  position 
during  the  remainder  of  the  month. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[November.] — This  brigade  was  encamped  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  until 
the  15th,  Avlien  it  broke  camp  and  marched  via  Decatur,  Madison,  and 
Milledgeville,  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  Louisville  on  the  30th.  On 
the  route  the  brigade  tore  up  and  burned  railroad  tracks,  &c.,  and  sub¬ 
sisted  chiefly  on  the  country. 

December  1. — Started  from  Louisville,  Ga.,  and  joined  the  Third 
Division  of  this  corps,  guarding  train  of  that  division  until  the  3d, 
Avhen  the  brigade  joined  the  First  Division  of  this  corps. 

December  9. — Nothing  of  note  occurred  up  to  this  date.  When 
about  thirteen  miles  northwest  of  Savannah,  this  brigade  having  the 
lead,  we  came  to  a  portion  of  the  road  which  was  completely  obstructed 
by  slashed  timber,  at  the  end  of  which  the  enemy  was  fortified.  The 
Fifth  Connecticut  Veteran  Volunteers  was  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
supported  by  the  remaining  three  regiments  of  this  brigade,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  this  division, 
drove  the  enemy  from  their  works,  capturing  a  few  prisoners.  Three 
men  of  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  were 
Avounded. 

Decemher  10. — Marched  about  nine  miles  and  encamped  about  four 
miles  from  Savannah,  where  the  enemy  was  strongly  fortified.  The 
brigade  connected  on  the  left  with  General  Geary’s  division  and  on  the 
right  AAuth  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division.  Here  Ave  remained 
until  the  21st,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated. 
The  brigade  moved  within  a  mile  of  the  city  to  its  present  encamp¬ 
ment. 

During  the  whole  campaign  the  brigade  subsisted  chiefly  on  the 
country,  destroyed  20  miles  of  railroad,  73  bales  of  cotton,  5  cotton 
gins,  picked  ui)  about  100  negroes  and  40  horses  and  mules. 

iSecond  Brigade,  First  Division. 

November  1. — The  brigade  still  doing  duty  in  Atlanta. 

November  15. — Left  Atlanta  on  campaign  through  Georgia,  the 
TAventieth  and  Fourteenth  Corps  forming  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia  j 
passed  through  Decntur  and  Stone  Mountain. 

November  18. — ^[arched  through  Social  Circle. 

November  19. — ^Marched  through  IMadison. 

November  21. — Marched  through  Eatonton. 

November  22. — Mai'cli(*d  through  ]\IilledgeAnlle, 

November  21. — Ch'ossed  Bluff  (h‘e(‘k. 

November  25. — Crossed  Bufl'alo  Creek. 
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November  26, — Skirmished  all  day  and  entered  Sandersville;  struck 
tli-e  Savannah  and  Macon  Eailroad  at  Station  No.  13.  Destroyed  the 
railroad  until  the  3()th,  when  we  crossed  the  Ogeechee  and  encamped 
four  miles  south  of  Louisville,  Ga. 

December  1. — Left  camp  near  Louisville,  Ga.,  marching  through  Bird- 
vihe,  Springfield,  and  Monteith. 

Deeember  10. — Arrived  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works. 

December  16. — Moved  over  to  Argyle  Island,  in  the  Savannah  Kiver, 
and  from  there  on  the  South  Carolina  shore;  some  skirmishing. 

December  Eecrossed  the  river  and  encamped  near  the  city,  it 
having  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 

Third  Brigade^  First  Division. 

November  1  to  4. — The  brigade  remained  encamped  near  Atlanta,  Ga. ; 
active  preparations  made  tor  a  campaign ;  the  troops  clothed  and  par¬ 
tially  paid;  surplus  baggage  sent  to  the  rear. 

November  5. — The  brigade  ordered  to  march  atl  p.  m;  moved  out  on 
the  McDonough  road  three  miles  and  encamped  at  7  p.  m. 

November  6. — Marched  back  to  the  old  camp  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  at 
1  p.  m. 

November  7. — The  transportation  of  the  brigade  inspected. 

November  8. — Presidential  election  held  in  the  Sixty-first  and  Eighty- 
second  Ohio  Veteran,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin,  and  One  hundred  and 
forty-third  KeAv  York  Volunteers. 

November  9. — A  detachment  of  rebel  cavalry  and  artillery,  under 
Iverson,  attacked  the  city  at  daybreak.  The  brigade  ordered  to  move 
out  White  Hall  street  to  the  support  of  Geary’s  division.  He  withdrew 
before  the  troops  arrived  in  position,  and  the  brigade  returned  to  its 
encampment. 

November  10  to  13j  inclusive. — Preparations  for  the  campaign  con¬ 
tinued;  railroad  and  other  public  property  in  Atlanta  destroyed. 

November  14. — Brigade  ordered  to  march. 

November  15. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Decatur  road.  The  brigade 
took  in  charge  the  train  of  the  division.  During  the  afternoon  encamped 
near  Stone  Mountain. 

November  16. — Commenced  destroying  the  Georgia  Eailroad  at  7  a.  m. 
Destroyed  about  two  miles  of  the  track  by  10  a.  m.  Marched  at  5  p. 
m.  as  rear  guard  of  the  corps;  crossed  Stone  Mountain  Creek  at  10.30 
and  YelloAv  Eiver  at  11.30  p.  m. ;  encamioed  on  left  bank  of  Yellow  Eiver. 

November  17. — Marched  at  12  m.  as  rear  guard;  crossed  No  Business 
Creek  at  1  p.  m.,  Big  Haynes  Creek  at  5  p.  m.,  and  Little  Haynes  at  7 
]).  111.;  passed  Sheffield  Post-Office  at  dusk;  encamped  near  Fiat  Creek 
one  hour  after  midnight. 

November  18.~Marched  as  rear  guard  at  8  a.  m.;  crossed  Flat  Creek 
at  10  a.  Ill.  and  Ulcofauhachee  Eiver  at  11.30  a.  m.;  reached  Social  Cir¬ 
cle,  on  the  Georgia  Eailroad,  at  1.30  p.  m.;  marched  from  Social  Circle 
at  3  p.  nn,  following  the  railroad  eastward;  passed  Eutledge  at  8  p.  m., 
and  encamped  five  miles  Avest  of  Madison  one  hour  afrer  midnight. 

Nu'ember  19. — Marched  as  rear  guard  of  the  corps  at  7.45  a.  m.; 
passed  through  Madison  at  10  a.  m.;  marched  southward  on  Eatonton 
road  and  encamxied  at  12  ni. 

November  20. — Marched  at  7.15  a.  ni;  crossed  Sugar  Creek  at  11.30 
a.  in.,  and  Clark’s  Fork  at  1  ji.  m.;  encamped  four  miles  and  a  half 
north  of  Eatonton  at  7  p.  m. 
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Kovemher  21. — Weatlier  ^yet  and  foggy  and  roads  heavy.  Trains 
commenced  moving  at  6  a.  m.;  brigade  formed  rear  guard;  rebel  cav¬ 
alry  followed  closely  and  encountered  the  Sixty-hrst  Ohio  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  rear  of  the  column  at  1  p.  m;  passed  through  Eatonton  at 
4  p.m.;  trains  much  imi)eded  by  the  mud  and  helped  along  by  the 
troops;  encamped  at  11  p.  m. 

November  22. — Marched  at  7.15  a.  m.,  covering  rear  of  the  division; 
crossed  Little  River  at  12.30  p.  m.;  reached  Milledgeville  at  7.30  p.m.; 
crossed  the  Oconee  River  and  eneami)ed  on  left  bank  at  9  p.  m. 

November  23. — Remained  encani])ed  near  Oconee  River  bridge,  forag¬ 
ing  parties  bringing  in  considerable  quantities  of  supplies. 

November  24. — Marched  as  vanguard  at  6  a,  m.  on  the  road  leading 
down  the  left  bank  of  the  Oconee;  crossed  Beaver  River  at  11  a.  m. 
and  Town  Creek  at  12.15  p.  m. ;  crossed  Gum  Creek  and  encamped  at 
4.30  p.  m. 

November  25. — Marched  as  vanguard  at  0  a.  m.;  crossed  Bluff  Creek 
at  7  o’clock  and  reached  Hebron  at  8  a.  m.  The  column  was  delayed 
at  this  point  until  2  ]>.  m.  by  the  destruction  of  nine  bridges  by  the 
enemy;  march  resumed,  the  advance  guard  driving  before  it  the  rebel 
cavalry.  Advanced  three  miles,  Avhen  the  enemy,  under  Wheeler,  made 
a  stand,  driving  back  our  cavalry;  brigade  formed  line  and  threw  for¬ 
ward  skirmishers.  The  skirmish  line  advanced  directly  upon  the  enemy 
and  drove  him  precipitately  about  one  mile  beyond  his  position ;  brigade 
encamped  at  5.30  p.  m. 

November  26. — Marched  at  0.15  a.  m.  on  the  road  leading  to  Saud- 
ersville;  entered  Sandersville  at  11  a.  m.;  marched  on  the  road  to 
Tennille  Station  at  2  p.  m.;  reached  Tennille  and  commenced  destroy¬ 
ing  railroad  at  3.30  p.  m.;  destroyed  one  mile  of  track;  encamped  at 
Tennille  at  5.30  i>.  m. 

November  27. — Marched  at  7.30  a.  m.  on  the  Davisborough  road; 
crossed  Williamson’s  Swamp  Creek  and  encamped  near  Davisborough 
at  5  p.  m. 

November  28. — Marched  at  daybreak,  following  the  railroad,  which 
the  troops  destroyed  as  they  advanced;  encamped  at  Spiers  Turnout  at 
nightfall. 

November  29. — Destroyed  al)out  one  mile  of  the  railroad  at  7  a.  m. ; 
marched  from  Spiers  at  11  a.  m. ;  crossed  Great  Coat  Creek  at  12.30 
o’clock  and  Boggy  Girt  Creek  at  3.30  p.  m.;  encamped  near  the  Ogee- 
chee  River  at  night-fall. 

November  30. — Marched  at  8.30  a.  m. ;  crossed  Mill  Creek  at  1  p.  m.; 
crossed  the  Ogeechee  two  miles  below  Louisville  at  4.30  p.  m. ;  encamped 
two  miles  beyond  the  river  at  5.30  p.  m. 

December  1. — At  this  date  tlie  brigade  was  in  the  midst  of  the  (‘am- 
])aign  against  Savannah  from  Atlanta,  Ga.  On  the  day  previous 
(November  30)  it  had  crossed  the  Ogeechee  River  and  encamped  on  the 
left  bank  near  Louisville.  From  this  point  it  marched  at  12  m.,  in 
charge  of  the  First  Division  trains;  line  of  march  on  the  Birdville 
road;  crossed  Big,  Dry,  Spring,  and  Bark  Camp  Creeks,  and  encamped 
at  12.30  a.  m.;  distance  marched,  twelve  miles. 

.December  2. — Marched  at  0  a.  m.  on  the  road  to  Milieu;  crossed  BiuOv 
Head  (heek  at  8  p.  m.  and  encamped  at  Buck  Head  Church;  marched 
fourteen  miles. 

December  3. — Marched  at  7  a.  m. ;  crossed  Augusta  Branch  of  Georgia 
Central  Railroad  near  Millcn  at  12  m.;  encamped  near  Horse  Creek  at 
4.45  p.  m.;  distance  marched,  fffteen  miles. 
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December  4. — Marched  at  0  a.  111.5  brigade  laid  in  eliarge  the  division 
train,  the  pontoon  train,  the  eorjis  supply  train,  ainl  tlie  artiiliny 
ammunition  train;  crossed  Little  Ogeechee  Kiver  at  o  p.  ui.  and  en¬ 
camped;  distance  marched,  twelve  miles. 

December  5. — Marched  at  3  p.  m.;  column  greatly  retarded  by  bad 
roads;  encamped  at  10  p.  in.;  distance  marched,  three  miles  and  a  half. 

December  6. — Marched  at  9.30  a.  m.  as  rear  guard  to  the  corps;  line 
of  march  on  the-Springlield  road;  encamped  at  9  p.  in.;  distance 
marched,  thirteen  miles. 

December  7. — Marched  at  8  a.  in.  in  charge  of  division  and  cavalry 
trains;  crossed  Cowpens  Branch  Swamp  by  1.30  p.  m. ;  encamped  one 
mile  above  Springfield  at  10  p.  111.;  distance  inarched,  fifteen  miles. 

December  8.-^Marched  at  8  a.  m. ;  crossed  Jack’s  Creek  and  entered 
Springfield  at  10  a.  m.;  encamped  at  5.30  p.  m.;  marched  seventeen 
miles. 

December  9. — Marched  at  8.30  a.  m.  on  the  road  to  Monteith;  skir¬ 
mishing  and  artillery  firing  soon  began  at  the  front;  found  the  enemy 
in  position  with  artillery  at  Monteith  Swamp  at  3.15  p.  m.  Two  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  brigade — the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  and  Sixty-first  Ohio 
Yeteran  Volunteers — sent  to  the  left  to  cross  the  swamp  and  turn  the 
enemy’s  right;  movement  was  successful,  compelling  the  enemy  to 
hastily  withdraw,  evacuating  two  fine  redoubts.  Brigade  encamped 
near  the  captured  redoubts  at  7  p.  m.  Distance  marched,  nine  miles. 

December  10. — Marched  at  7  a.  m;  struck  the  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Bailroad  at  Monteith  Station  at  10  a.m.;  destroyed  one  mile  of 
track  and  resumed  the  march  toward  Savannah ;  came  up  to  the  enemy’s 
works,  three  miles  and  a  quarter  from  the  city,  at  2.30  p.  m. ;  brigade 
went  into  position  in  center  of  division  one  mile  from  the  Savannah 
Biver  and  encamped;  distance  marched,  ten  miles. 

December  11. — The  brigade  shifted  its  position  400  yards  forward  and 
to  the  left  at  4  p.  m.  and  again  encamped.  Three  regiments  sent  to  the 
rear  to  guard  trains  at  11  p.  m. 

December  12. — No  change  of  position. 

December  13. — The  remaining  three  regiments  moved  to  the  rear  to 
guard  the  corps  trains.  Brigade  went  into  position,  covering  all  the 
approaches  from  the  rear — center  at  Cherokee  Hill,  right  near  Potter’s 
rice  mills  on  the  Savannah,  left  connecting  with  line  of  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps. 

December  14  to  18. — Position  unchanged;  camps  policed  and  other 
sanitary  regulations  instituted. 

Deeember  19. — A  foraging  expedition  of  twelve  companies  from  the 
brigade  sent  four  miles  beyond  Monteith;  it  encountered  and  drove 
in  the  enemy’s  pickets,  capturing  one  prisonej*. 

December  20. — Position  unchanged  and  no  demonstrations  on  the 
line. 

December  21. — The  One  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers  sent  over  to  Argyle  Island  at  1  a.  m.  to  cover  the  flank  of  the 
Secjoud  Brigade,  which  had  crossed  over  to  the  South  Carolina  shore. 
I  iiformation  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Savannah  last  night  received 
at  (i  a.  in. 

Deeember  22. — The  One  hundred  and  forty-third  New  Y^ork  Volun¬ 
teers  returned  from  Argyle  Island  and  resumed  its  former  position; 
brigade  remained  in  its  position  to  cover  the  removal  of  the  trains  to 
Savannah. 
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December  23. — The  brigade  ordered  to  move  back  toward  the  city; 
marched  at  9.15  a.  m. ;  went  into  permanent  camp  one  mile  above 
Savannah  at  1  ]).  m.  on  McAlpin’s  plantation,  right  resting  on  the 
Savannah  Kiver,  left  joining  right  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

December  24  to  29. — Substantial  quarters  built  and  camp  policed; 
drill  and  parades  resumed. 

December  30. — Brigade  and  corps  reviewed  in  the  city  of  Savannah 
by  Major-General  Sherman. 

December  31. — The  Third  Division  having  crossed  the  Savannah 
Eiver,  the  First  Division  was  ordered  to  occupy  its  position ;  brigade 
changed  its  position  at  11  a.  m.;  right  joined  left  of  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  and  left  rested  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad. 

kSeco7id  Division. 

November  1. — In  camp  in  Atlanta. 

Nove^nber  5. — Moved  the  entire  division  two  miles  out  of  the  city. 

Nove^nber  6. — Moved  back  to  our  old  camp. 

November  9. — An  attack  was  made  by  Wheeler’s  cavalry  upon  the 
city  of  Atlanta  and  was  repulsed  by  us  without  any  loss  on  our  part. 

November  15. — Entire  army  on  the  move ;  division  moved  at  8  a.  m. 
by  Decatur  road;  encamped  near  Stone  Mountain;  distance,  fifteen 
miles. 

Nove^nber  16. — Crossed  Yellow  Eiver,  encamping  two  miles  beyond; 
distance,  fifteen  miles. 

November  17. — Passed  through  Social  Circle;  encamped  on  the  Ulco- 
fauhachee  Eiver;  distance,  seventeen  miles. 

November  18. — Encamped  near  Madison,  Ga.;  distance,  eighteen 
miles. 

November  19. — Division  detached  from  corps;  destroyed  railroad  to 
Oconee;  encamped  at  Blue  Spring;  distance,  fourteen  miles. 

November  20. — Marched  down  west  side  of  Oconee  Eiver;  distance, 
ten  miles. 

Nove^nber  21. — Weather  and  roads  very  bad;  moved  on  toward 
Milledgeville ;  distance,  eight  miles. 

November  22. — Struck  Milledgeville  railroad;  marched’through  Mil¬ 
ledgeville  and  across  Oconee  Eiver;  distance,  twenty  miles. 

Nove^nber  23. — Eemained  in  camp ;  destroyed  several  miles  of  rail¬ 
road. 

Nove^nber  24. — Moved  toward  Sandersville. 

November  25. — Crossed  Bufialo  Creek ;  roads  bad  and  swampy;  dis¬ 
tance,  nine  miles. 

November  26. — Eeached  Sandersville  at  noon;  from  there  struck  the 
Georgia  Central  Eailroad  at  Station  No.  13  and  continued  destroying 
it;  distance,  thirteen  miles. 

November  27. — Destroyed  railroad  all  day;  distance,  twelve  miles. 

November  28. — Continued  destroying  railroad;  encamped  at  Station 
No.  12. 

November  29. — Marched  east  tlirough  Station  No.  11  and  encamped 
within  three  miles  and  a  half  of  Ogeechee  Eiver;  distance,  twenty-one 
miles. 

November  30. — Marched  northward;  crossed  Ogeechee  Eiver  and 
encamped  on  Big  Creek,  three  miles  south  of  Louisville;  distance,  ten 
miles. 

J)eeember  1. — JMarched  from  neai‘  Louisville,  Ga.,  to  Bark  Camp 
Creek;  distance,  thirteen  miles. 
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December  2, — Marched  to  Buck  Head  Church;  distance,  twelve  miles. 

December  3. — Marched  past  Milieu ;  distance,  ten  miles. 

December  4. — Marched  to  Crooked  Bun;  distance,  four  miles. 

December  5. — Crossed  Little  Ogeechee ;  distance,  twelve  miles. 

December  6. — Marched  seven  miles. 

December  7. — Marched  to  Si)ringfield ;  distance,  fifteen  miles. 

December  8. — Marched  toward  Monteith;  distance,  thirteen  miles. 

December  9. — Marched  to  Monteith  Swamp;  distance,  six  miles. 

December  10. — Marched  within  four  miles  of  Savannah,  Ga. ;  dis¬ 
tance,  eleven  miles. 

December  11  to  20. — Siege  of  Savannah. 

December  21. — Entered  Savannah  before  daylight,  several  hours  in 
advance  of  any  other  portions  of  our  army. 

December  22  to  31. — Division  on  post  duty.  General  Geary  beiug 
commandant  of  the  city. 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

November  15. — In  accordance  with  orders  received  the  brigade  broke 
camp  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  at  7  a.  m.;  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Stone 
Mountain;  distance,  thirteen  miles. 

November  16. — Marched  to  near  Sheffield,  Walton  County,  Ga.,  and 
encamped  for  the  night. 

November  17. — Marched  to  near  Social  Circle;  went  into  camp  for  the 
night  at  5  p.  m.;  distance  marched,  about  eighteen  miles. 

November  18. — Marched  to  near  Madison,  Morgan  County,  passing 
through  the  stations  of  Social  Circle  and  Eutledge,  ou  the  Georgia 
Bailroad,  destroying  the  depots  and  other  public  property,  also  tearing 
up  the  railroad  track  on  the  route. 

November  19. — The,  brigade,  in  company  with  the  other  brigades  of 
the  division,  was  ordered  on  an  expedition  down  the  Georgia  Bailroad 
to  the  Oconee  Biver,  to  destroy  it  and  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
above-named  stream;  went  into  camp  for  the  night  at  Blue  Spring, 
Morgan  County,  Ga.,  near  the  Oconee  Biver. 

November  20. — Gloved  at  7  a.  m.,  and  inarched  to  Dunham’s  Tannery, 
Putnam  County,  Ga. 

November  21. — Moved  at  8  a.  m.,  passing  by  Philadelphia  .Church, 
and  Avent  into  camp  for  the  night. 

November  22. — Moved  at  6.30  a.  m.;  struck  the  Eatonton  and  Mil- 
ledgeville  Bailroad  at  Dennis  Station;  marched  down  the  railroad; 
crossed  Little  Biver  near  railroad  bridge,  passing  through  Milledge- 
ville,  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Oconee  Biver,  where  the  brigade  remained  in  camp  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  24th. 

November  24. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.,  and  bivouacked  on  the  east  side 
of  Gum  Creek,  Washington  County,  Ga. 

November  25. — Moved  at  6.30  a.  m.;  was  delayed  several  hours  in  re¬ 
building  bridges  over  Bufialo  Creek,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  a  few  days  previous,  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  east 
side  of  the  creek. 

November  26. — Moved  at  8  a.  m.;  marched  to  Sandersville,  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Ga.,  at  which  place  the  division,  in  connection  with  the 
First  Division,  Avas  detached  and  ordered  to  Tennille  Station,  on  the 
Ceorgia  Central  Bailroad,  to  destroy  the  railroad  from  that  place  toward 
Davisborough.  After  destroying  two  miles  of  track  Ave  encamped  for 
the  night  about  three  miles  east  of  the  last-named  place. 
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November  27. — Marched  at  7  a.  m. ;  moved  along  the  railroad,  tearing 
it  up  as  we  went.  After  destroying  about  four  miles  of  the  track  we 
marched  to  Davisborough,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

November  28. — Moved  at  7  a.  m.,  and  commenced  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road  track  back  toward  the  place  we  left  off  the  day  previous.  After 
tearing  up  about  three  miles  of  it  returned  to  Davisborough,  and  en¬ 
camped  for  the  night. 

November  29. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  to  join  the  corps  in  the  direction 
of  the  Ogeechee  Eiverj  passed  through  Spiers  Station  and  Bethany, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night  about  two  miles  east  of  the  last-named 
place. 

November  30. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  toward  the  Ogeechee  River;  the 
bridge  being  burned  over  the  river  was  compelled  to  march  toward 
Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  and  cross  the  river  near  its  headwaters, 
w  here  we  joined  the  corps  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

December  1. — At  Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  Ga. ;  broke  camp  at 
7  a.  m.;  marched  to  Birch  Bark  Cabin  Creek  and  encamped  for  the 
night. 

December  2. — Moved  at  0  a.  m.;  passed  through  Birdville,  Burke 
County,  Ga. ;  was  detained  several  hours  by  the  bridge  over  Buck 
Head  Creek  being  partially  destroyed;  encamped  for  the  night  on  the 
east  side  of  the  above-named  creek. 

December  3. — Moved  at  2  p.  m.,  this  brigade  being  the  rear  guard  of 
the  corps.  The  brigade  did  not  go  into  camp  until  6.30  a.  m.  of  the 
4th. 

December  4. — Moved  at  7  a.  m.  and  marched  to  the  east  side  of 
Crooked  Creek. 

December  5. — Moved  at  7  a.  ni. ;  went  into  camp  for  the  night  at  o 
p.  m.  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Little  Ogeechee  River. 

December  6. — Moved  at  1 1  a.  m.  and  marched  about  eleven  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Springheld  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

December  7. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  moved  to  near  Springtield,  Ga. 

December  8. — Moved  at  7  a.  m.  in  advance  of  the  corps  to  near  Eden; 
went  into  camp  at  4  p.  m. 

December  9. — Moved  at  8  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Monteith,  where 
the  advance  of  the  corps  had  considerable  skirmishing  with  the  enemy, 
but  dislodged  them  from  their  fortified  position  a  short  time  before 
dark,  when  the  whole  corps  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

December  10. — Moved  at  11  a.  m.  Our  division  w  as  left  to  guard  the 
corps  train,  while  the  remainder  of  the  corps  pushed  forwTird  to  destroy 
the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  after  which  they  pushed  forward 
toward  the  city  of  Savannah.  We  followed  close  after  and  encamped 
for  the  night  at  the  Five-Mile  Lost,  on  the  Augusta  road. 

December  11. — The  brigade  w^as  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  move 
at  9  a.  m.,  to  await  the  result  of  a  reconnaissance  in  force  by  the  Third 
Brigade,  wJiich  was  developing  the  enemy’s  lines  from  the  left  of  the 
First  Division  to  tlie  Savannah  River.  The  brigade  moved  about  10 
a.  m.  to  a  cross-roads  about  half  Avay  betw  ecu  the  river  and  the  Savan¬ 
nah  road,  when  om*  regiment — the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers — W'Us 
detached  to  reconnoiter  on  the  left  ot  the  Third  Rrigade  to  the  river. 
The  brigade  w  as  soon  after  moved  in  the  same  direction  to  the  bank  of 
the  Savannah  liiver,  wiier(‘  w^e  lirst  vsaw’'  the  city  of  Savannah.  Tbe 
brigade  lay  in  this  position  until  about  4  p.  m.,  wdien  it  was  moved  to 
tlie  right  of  the  division  to  relieve  the  Second  Brigade  and  fill  up  the 
line  betw'een  the  left  of  tlie  Fiist  Division  and  the  right  of  our  Third 
Brigade,  which  was  accoinjilished  by  dark  in  the  following  order:  the 
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Sixty-8ixtli  Ohio,  Twenty-eigiitli  Peimsylvaiiia,  Tweiity-uiiitli  and  Fiftli 
Ohio,  and  One  hundred  and  forty- seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Pickets  were  taken  from  the  Sixty-sixth  Ohio,  which  were  posted  along 
tlie  edge  of  the  wood  bordering  a  field  distant  from  the  enemy’s  skir¬ 
mishers  about  500  yards. 

December  12. — Lay  in  the  same  position;  considerable  shelling  from 
the  enemy;  no. injuries  received  from  them;  very  little  firing  along  the 
lines. 

December  21. — liemained  in  the  same  position  from  the  11th  until 
about  3  a.  m.  of  the  21st,  when  this  brigade  received  orders  to  follow 
the  Third  Brigade  in  the  direction  of  Savannah,  which  brigade  was 
])ressing  the  enemy’s  pickets.  We  entered  the  city  of  Savannah  at 
sunrise.  Two  regiments — the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Twen¬ 
ty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers — were  detached  to  take  possession  of  Fort 
Jackson  and  other  fortifications  below  the  city,  on  the  Savannah  Fiver. 
The  several  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  then  put  in  camp  in  several 
squares  or  parks,  where  they  remain  at  the  present  time  [December  31J. 

Third  Brigade ^  Second  Bivinon. 

,  [November.] — This  brigade  lay  in  camp  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  until  the  15th. 

Kove7nber  15.— ^tsivted  on  this  campaign ;  marched  to  Milledgeville 
via  Decatur,  Stone  Mountain,  Madison,  Blue  Spring,  and  Oconee  Fiver. 

November  22. — Feached  Milledgeville. 

November  24. — Left  Milledgeville  and  marched,  via  Buffalo  Creek  and 
Tennille  Station,  to  Davisborongh. 

November  27. — Arrived  at  Davisborongh,  where  we  were  engaged  in 
destroying  the  railroad  one  day;  had  a  skirmish  with  some  of  Wheeler’s 
cavalry;  marched,  via  Spiers  Station,  to  Louisville. 

December  1. — The  brigade  broke  camp  near  Louisville,  Ga.,  on  the 
Ogeechee  Fiver;  marched  to  Savannah  via  Milieu,  Springfield,  and 
^lonteith. 

December  10. — Arrived  within  five  miles  of  the  city,  meeting  the 
enemy. 

December  11. — After  a  brisk  skirmish  in  the  morning  gained  a  very 
good  position  near  the  enemy’s  lines.  Femained  there  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  21st. 

December  21. — At  2  a.  m.,  finding  the  enemy  had  evacuated,  the  bri¬ 
gade  moved  directly  into  the  city,  since  which  time  it  has  been  doing 
l)rovost  duty.  While  confronting  the  enemy  near  the  city  the  brigade 
was  subject  to  a  severe  fire  both  from  artillery  and  musketry. 

Third  Division. 

November  1  to  14. — The  division  formed  a  portion  of  the  garrison  of 
Atlanta,  nothing  of  interest  transpiring. 

November  15. — Marched  from  Atlanta  via  Stone  Mountain,  Fock- 
bridge,  Madison,  Eaton  ton,  Milledgeville,  Sandersville,  Davisborongh, 
and  Louisville. 

November  30. — Encamped  on  Big  Creek,  Jefferson  County,  Ga. ;  no 
skirmishing;  lived  on  the  country;  forage  and  supplies  abundant. 

First  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

December  1. — This  brigade,  part  of  Major-General  Sherman’s  Army 
of  Georgia,  marched  from  Louisville,  Ga.,  easterly;  (*rossed  the  rail¬ 
road  to  Augusta  four  miles  north  of  Milieu;  marched  thence  south¬ 
easterly  through  Springfield. 
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December  10. — Arrived  before  Savaiiiuib;  constructed  a  line  of  earth¬ 
works  and  lay  under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  until  the  21st. 

December  21. — The  enemy  having-  evacuated  the  city,  this  brigade, 
with  the  balance  of  the  Twentieth  (Jorps,  occupied  it  and  encamped  in 
the  northwest  part. 

Third  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

November  15. — This  brigade,  part  of  Major-General  Sherman’s  Army 
of  Georgia,  moved  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  easterly,  through  Decatur,  Stone 
Mountain,  across  Yellow  River,  through  Rockbridge  and  Social  Circle  ; 
from  the  latter  place  to  Rutledge,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  destroying 
the  Georgia  State  Railroad  at  short  intervals  and  railroad  buildings. 
Marched  thence  to  Madison  and  destroyed  a  mile  of  railroad  buildings; 
thence  through  Eatontou  to  Milledgeville;  crossed  the  Oconee  River 
and  marched  through  Hebron,  Sandersville,  and  Davisborough ;  crossed 
the  Ogeechee  River  and  encamped  on  the  30th  four  miles  east  of 
Louisville. 


CAVALRY. 

Third  Division.* 

November  1. — At  Marietta,  Ga. 

November  14. — Moved  to  Atlanta,  Ga. 

November  15. — Took  possession  of  Anthony’s  Bridge,  Flint  River. 

November  16. — Moved  through  Jonesborough ;  found  enemy  strongly 
liosted  at  Lovejoy’s,  under  General  Cobb.  The  First  Brigade  charged 
and  drove  him  from  his  position,  capturing  two  3-inch  rifled  guns; 
Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry  charged  him  again  at  Bear  Creek,  when  he  retreated 
to  Griffin. 

November  19. — Crossed  the  Ocmulgee  River  at  Planters’  Factory; 
reached  Clinton,  Ga. 

November  20. — Moved  to  Macon,  Ga.;  drove  enemy  across  Walnut 
Creek.  The  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry  made  a  charge  on  enemy’s  works  at 
East  Macon,  capturing  a  battery  in  position,  but  were  forced  to  leave 
it.  The  command  fell  back  to  Griswold  Station,  destroying  railroad 
track  to  that  i)oint.  It  here  captured  a  train  of  cars  and  destroyed  a 
soap  and  candle  factory  and  a  pistol  factory. 

November  21  [22]. — Wheeler  advanced  with  his  cavalry  cori3S  and 
three  brigades  of  infantry  against  Second  Brigade,  but  was  repulsed 
and  compelled  to  retire. 

November  24. — Moved  to  Milledgeville  and  crossed  the  Oconee  River; 
moved  on  Augusta  road  and  crossed  the  Ogeechee  at  the  shoals. 

November  25  and  26. — Moved  through  Sylvan  Grove,  where  Wheel¬ 
er’s  force  attacked  us  in  flank  and  rear,  but  was  repulsed,  with  heavy 
loss. 

November  27. — Struck  the  railroad  at  Waynesborough,  the  advance 
under  Captain  Estes,  assistant  adjutant- general,  having  destroyed  the 
station  and  train  of  cars  ca])ture(l  day  jnevious,  and  partly  burned  the 
bridge  over  Brier  Creek.  Here  I  learned  that  our  jmisoners  had  been 
moved  from  Millen,  Ga. ;  and,  after  destroying  track  sufficient  to  prevent 
transportation  for  a  few  days,  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire  our  infantry 
in  direction  of  Louisville,  Ga.  AVheeler  attacked  reai*  and  flank  with 
desi)erate  recklessness  whenever  opportunity  olfered,  but  was  easily 
repulsed.  » 


Commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick. 
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November  28. — Crossed  Kooky  Creek  and  waited  for  the  enemy  to 
come  lip,  which  he  did,  with  his  entire  force,  charging-  as  he  came,  but 
was  repulsed  again  and  again  j  was  forced  to  retire,  after  losing  not  less 
than  GOO  killed  and  wounded. 

November  29. — Eeached  Left  Wing  of  the  army  at  Tjouisville,  Ga., 
where  the  division  encamped  for  the  next  few  days,  resting  for  the  first 
time. 

Deeember  1. — Marched  in  advance  of  a  division  of  infantry  on  the 
Waynesborongh  road;  found  the  enemy  in  x)osition  behind  barricades. 
The  Fifth  Kentucky  and  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry  charged,  and  after  a 
brisk  fight  compelled  them  to  retire.  Marched  seven  miles  and  en¬ 
camped  for  the  night. 

December  2. — Marched  at  early  hour;  came  up  and  engaged  enemy 
at  Kocky  Creek,  and  drove  them  in  confusion  toward  AVaynesborough 
and  Augusta;  encamped  near  Lumpkin’s  Station. 

December  3. — Marched  on  railroad  and  encamped  at  Thomas’  Station. 

December  4. — Marched  out  of  camp  to  engage  Wheeler’s  cavalry 
(encamped  at  Waynesborongh,  Ga.),  c()mi)osed  of  four  divisions  and 
two  independent  brigades.  Came  upon  his  advance  two  miles  from 
town.  The  Second  Brigade,  being  in  advance,  charged  him  in  position, 
and  after  a  fiercely  contested  struggle  of  about  one  hour’s  duration 
drove  him  into  town,  where  he  again  took  up  a  strong  position,  deter¬ 
mined  to  hold  the  town  at  all  hazards.  The  First  Brigade,  now  hav¬ 
ing  the  advance,  charged  him  in  the  new  position,  and  with  equal 
success.  The  enemy  now  fell  back  in  great  confusion  beyond  Bear 
Creek,  closely  pursued.  They  were  in  this  engagement  not  only  de¬ 
feated,  but  completely  routed  and  driven  in  great  confusion  a  distance 
of  eight  miles ;  200  rebels  left  in  our  hands  wounded  by  the  saber 
alone.  Encamped  for  the  night  at  Old  Church. 

December  5  to  7. — Moved  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  5th,  in  rear  of  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  to  Jacksonborough;  the  Gth,  to  Bock  Head  Creek. 
The  7th  encamped  near  Sister’s  Ferry. 

December  8  to  10. — 3  a.  m.  crossed  the  Ebenezer  Creek  and  encamped 
five  miles  from  Springfield.  9th,  moved  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps  and  encamped  at  Pooler  Station,  eleven  miles  from 
Savannah,  Ga.  '  10th,  encamped  five  miles  from  Savannah,  Ga. 

December  11. — Patrolled  tli^  Ogeechee  Biver  to  find  a  crossing  and 
encamped  near  King’s  Bridge. 

Deeember  12. — Crossed  the  Ogeechee  and  Cannouchee  on  pontoons. 
Encami)ed  four  miles  of  Fort  McAllister,  which  we  intended  to  attack 
and  take  on  the  following  morning. 

December  13. — Beceived  orders  from  the  general-in-chief  not  to  attack 
the  fort,  but  try  and  open  communication  ivith  our  fieet  at  Saint  Cathe¬ 
rine’s  Sound,  which  was  done.  Encamped  at  Kilkenny  Blulf. 

Deeember  14. — First  Brigade  encamped  at  Sunbury;  Second  Brigade, 
at  Midway.  Nothing  transpired. 

Deeember  15. — In  camp. 

Deeember  16  mid  17. — Marched  to  vicinity  of  King’s  Bridge  and  went 
into  cam]).  17th,  2,000  men,  under  Colonel  Atkins,  in  conjunction  with 
one  division  of  infantry,  moved  to  Altamaha  bridge  to  destroy  it  and 
railroad  track.  Tlie  former  being  difficult  of  a])proach  and  strongly 
defended,  its  destruction  was  prevented;  but  the  latter  was  thorougldy 
destroyed,  and  the  command  returned  to  camp,  ])atrolling  the  Ogeechee 
until  the  23d,  wheii  headquarters  and  First  Brigade  crossed  and  went 
into  cam])  nine  miles  from  Savannah,  where  the  command  is  now 
[December  31]  encamped. 
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Reports  of  Copt.  Orlando  M.  Roe,  Corps  of  Engineers,  IT.  N'.  Army,  Chief 

Engineer. 

Hdqes.  AIilitary  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Engineer’s  Office, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  Engineer  Department  as 
follows  concerning  the  operations  which  have  just  ended  in  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  Savannah  and  the  opening  of  complete  communications  be¬ 
tween  this  army  and  the  forces  in  the  Department  of  the  South: 

On  tlie  15th  of  November  the  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth 
Army  Corps  took  up  their  line  of  march  from  Atlanta.  Preparatory 
to  the  movement.  General  Sherman  directed  me  to  destroy  with  engi¬ 
neer  troops  all  railroads  and  property  beloiigiug  thereto;  all  store¬ 
houses,  machine  shops,  mills,  factories,  &c.,  witliin  the  lines  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  defenses  at  Atlanta.  The  work  of  destruction  was  thoroughly 
done,  under  my  personal  supervision,  by  the  Michigan  Engineers  and 
Missouri  Engineers.  About  ten  miles  of  track  were  destroyed  by 
burning  the  wood-work  and  twisting  each  rail,  the  latter  operation 
being  performed  by  a  very  simple  machine  designed  by  myself.  The 
designated  buildings  were  first  burned  and  the  walls  afterward  razed 
to  the  ground.  For  military  purposes  the  city  of  Atlanta  has  ceased 
to  exist,  there  being  no  railroad  either  to  or  from  it.  The  Chatta¬ 
nooga  road  was  destroyed  from  Cartersville  to  Atlanta,  the  West 
Point  road  to  Fairburn,  and  the  Macon  road  to  Lovejoy’s.  On  the 
morniDg  of  the  15th  of  November  the  march  began — the  Fifteenth  and 
Seventeenth  Corps  taking  the  roads  which  lead  to  Griswold  and  Gordon, 
on  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  and  the  cavalry  moving  upon 
their  right  flank,  threatening  Macon;  the  Twentieth  Corps  took  that 
passing  through  Stone  Mountain  to  Social  Circle,  on  the  Augusta  rail¬ 
road;  the  Fourteenth  Corps  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  No¬ 
vember,  taking  the  road  through  Lithoniaand  Covington.  The  Twentieth 
Corps  destroyed  the  Augusta  railroad  from  Social  Circle  to  a  point  near 
Green sborough,  the  Fourteenth  Corps  destroying  from  Lithonia  to 
Social  Circle.  The  Twentieth  Corps  then  hurried  southward  through 
Eaton  ton  to  Milled  geville,  which  place  they  entered  on  the  evening  of 
the  22d  of  November.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  deflected  at  Brick  [Store  [ 
and  passed  via  Shady  Dale,  Salem,  Eaton  ton  Factory,  Vaughn’s,  and 
Paimoth  to  Milledgeville,  where  they  arrived  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
23d  of  November.  The  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  destroyed  the  Geor¬ 
gia  Central  Eailroad  from  Griswold  to  Tennille  Station,  including  the 
Oconee  bridge.  The  cavalry  made  a  strong  demonstration  on  the  works 
at  Macon,  and  afterward  destroyed  the  railroad  from  Griswold  westward, 
to  include  Walnut  Creek  bridge,  three  miles  east  of  Macon.  The  cav¬ 
alry,  supported  by  Walcutt’s  brigade,  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  had 
a  severe  fight  at  Duncan’s  farm  on  the  21st  [22d]  of  November,  in 
which  our  forces  gained  a  complete  victory. 

On  the  24th  of  November  the  Fourteenth  and  the  Twentieth  Corps  and 
the  cavalry  moved  from  IMilledgeville,  the  cavalry  taking  the  road,  via 
Sylvan  Grove,  to  Waynesborough,  intending  to  ])ass  to  the  eastward 
of  Milieu,  and,  if  ])ossible,  liberate  the  prisoners  of  war  at  that  point. 
They  struck  the  Augusta  end  jMilleii  branch  railroad  near  Waynes¬ 
borough,  captured  a  train  of  cars,  and  burned  some  track  and  bridges, 
but  learning  that  the  prisoners  had  been  removed  from  Milieu  turned 
back.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  marched  direct  for  Saudersville  and  the 
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Tweiitietli  Corps  took  the  road,  via  Hebron,  to  tlie  same  place.  At  this 
point  some  cavalry,  under  the  eommand  of  Wheelei-,  ottered  ivsistanee, 
but  were  quickly  dispersed,  oidy  the  skirmishers  of  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  two  infantry  corps  being  engaged.  The  court-house  in  Sanders- 
ville,  a  very  substantial  brick  building,  was  burned  by  order  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman,  because  the  enemy  had  made  use  of  its  portico  from 
which  to  lire  upon  our  troops.  The  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps, 
which  had  been  destroying  railroad,  here  communicated  from  Irwin’s 
Cross-Koads,  and  then  left  the  railroad,  the  order  of  march  being  as 
follows:  The  cavalry  on  the  left  Hank;  the  Fourteenth  Corps  direct  to 
Jjouisville;  the  Twentieth  Corps,  via  Davisborough,  to  Ogeechee  bridge, 
destroying  the  railroad  from  Tennille  Station  to  and  including  said 
bridge;  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  by  the  first  road  south  of  the  railroad, 
to  Burton  Station  (No.  9i);  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps  via  Johnson’s. 
Tlie  Twentieth  Corps,  after  burning  Ogeechee  bridge,  passed  to  the 
northward  through  Louisville;  the  Seventeenth  Corps  crossed  the 
Ogeechee  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Station  9J,  and  thence  moved  along 
the  railroad  to  the  Five-Mile  Post  from  Savannah;  the  Twentieth 
Corps  through  Springlield;  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps  close  as  possible 
to  the  Savannah  Eiver;  the  Fifteenth  Corps  continued  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Ogeechee  to  Station  2  (Eden),  when  three  divisions  crossed 
to  tlie  north  side,  while  one  (Hazen’s)  moved  on  down  to  Fort  McAllis¬ 
ter,  Avhich  work  was  very  handsomely  carried  by  assault,  capturing  the 
entire  garrison,  twenty-three  guns,  and  all  the  stores.  The  same  even¬ 
ing  General  Sherman  personally  communicated  with  the  heet.  Orders 
had  been  given  on  the  previous  day  for  the  investment  of  the  city.  No 
attempt  at  assault  was  made,  though  the  opinion  universally  prevailed 
that  such  an  attempt  would  be  successful.  The  general  commanding 
was  not  willing  to  sacrifice  any  lives,  feeling  certain  that  the  city  must 
soon  fall  into  our  hands  at  any  rate. 

The  line  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  as  follows:  Beginning  at  the 
mouth  of  the  small  creek  emptying  into  the  Savannah  two  miles  and  a 
half  above  the  city;  thence  along  the  southeastern  bank  of  that  creek 
until  the  headwaters  of  Salt  Marsh  Creek  were  reached;  then  follow¬ 
ing  along  that  stream  to  and  along  Vernon  Kiver  to  the  sea,  the  lower 
points  being  held  by  detached  works  behind  impassable  swamps.  All 
the  approaches  to  this  line'were  rendered  very  difficult  by  dams  con¬ 
structed  across  all  small  streams.  A  line  was  found  interior  to  this, 
commencing  at  Laurel  Grove  Cemetery  on  the  right,  and  resting  on 
the  river  between  Savannah  and  Fort  Jackson.  This  was  a  very  heavy 
line,  consisting  in  part  of  a  continuous  bastioned  line  and  in  part  of  a 
system  of  detached  lunettes  in  defensive  relations.  No  attempt  was 
made  by  the  enemy  to  hold  this  line.  They  abandoned  Savannah  and 
all  its  dependencies  on  the  night  of  December  20,  and  we  occupied 
them  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  a  vast  amount  of  warlike  material 
and  many  guns  (the  number  not  yet  definitely  known)  falling  into  our 
hands.  1  noticed  among  them  one  brass  0-pounder  having  upon  it  the 
arms  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  words  ^Hleorgia  Military  Insti¬ 
tute.”  1  suggested  to  Captain  Baylor,  chief  of  ordnance,  that  he  send 
that  gun  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  he  has  signified 
his  intention  of  doing  so.  The  enemy  evidently  evacuated  his  position 
on  account  of  want  of  supplies.  An  assault  had  been  ordered,  and 
would  have  been  made  in  a  day  or  two,  wliicli  would  probably  have 
been  successful.  I  should  have  said  that  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of 
our  occupation  of  the  city,  destroyed  his  gun-boats  and  the  iron-clad 
ram  Savannah.  . 
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Anew  line  of  defenses  selected  by  myself  and  approved  by  General 
Sherman  has  been  begun,  Captain  Iteese,  Corps  of  Engineers,  being 
charged  with  its  construction.  It  will  consist  of  a  system  of  detached 
lunettes,  in  defensive  relations,  which  are  intended  to  be  connected  at 
our  leisure.  These  works  will  be  principally  armed  with  captured 
guns.  The  line  will  be  about  two  miles  and  a  half  in  development  and 
is  intended  for  a  garrison  of  about  5,000  men. 

On  the  march,  the  Engineer  Department  was  constantly  engaged  in 
the  most  arduous  duties,  repairing  roads,  building  bridges,  destroying 
railroads,  and  all  other  matters  coming  within  our  province.  I  think 
I  can  safely  say  that  the  department  is  popular  in  this  army,  and 
enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  commanders.  Not  having  yet 
received  detailed  reports,  1  cannot  specify  the  amount  of  labor  per¬ 
formed,  but  it  was  immense. 

Capt.  C.  B.  Keese,  chief  engineer  Department  and  Army  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee,  was  my  constant  reliance  and  support.  The  Corps  of  Engineers 
has  no  more  valuable  officer  in  the  field.  His  services  are  appieciated 
in  the  army  to  which  he  belongs.  First  Lieutenant  fStickney  acted  as 
assistant  to  Captain  Eeese  and  discharged  his  duty  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

First  Lieut.  William  Ludlow  acted  as  chief  engineer  of  the  wing 
commanded  by  General  Slocum,  and  is  highly  commended  by  that  offi¬ 
cer.  He  is  a  dashing  young  officer. 

The  pontoon  train  accompanying  the  Left  Wing  was  in  charge  of  the 
Fitty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Col.  George  P.  Buell  commanding; - 
that  with  the  Bight  Wing  was  in  charge  of  the  First  Missouri  Engi¬ 
neers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale.  Neither  of  these  trains,  though 
frequently  used ,  failed  us  at  any  time.  Their  efficiency  became  a  subject 
of  remark  throughout  the  army.  One  of  these  trains  (the  one  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Bight  Wing)  has  been  hauled  on  wagons  all  the  way  from 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  whence  it  started  in  April  last,  and  it  is  still  in  an 
efficient  condition — strong  evidence  of  the  durability  of  the  “canvas 
pontoon  train.” 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  POE, 

Captain  of  Enghieers^  Chief  Engineer  MU.  Div.  of  the  Mississipxyi. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  Del  afield. 

Chief  of  Engineers.)  JJ.  8.  Army. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  8,  1865. 

-  Sir:* 

Early  in  November  the  preparations  for  the  march  to  Savannah 
were  completed  and  everything  held  in  readiness  therefor.  Under  di¬ 
rections  from  the  major-general  commanding,  engineer  orders  were 
issued  making  the  proper  assignment  of  engineer  troops  and  bridge 
trains. 

Meanwhile  a  freshet  in  the  Chattahoochee  carried  away  all  our  trestle 
bridges,  and  such  as  were  necessary  for  the  passage  of  the  army  on  its 
return  to  Atlanta  were  relaid  from  the  pontoon  trains.  They  were  put 
down,  two  at  the  Chattahoochee  railroad  bridge  and  one  at  Turner’s 
Ferry. 

*  For  ])ortion  of  re])ort  (lu're  omitted)  relating  to  the  Atlanta  Campaign,  etc.,  see 
Vol.XXXVHI,  Fart  1,  p.  127. 
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The  engineer  organization  for  the  march  to  Savannah  was  as  follows: 

First.  Engineer  troops  and  troops  of  the  line  on  engineer  duty:  (1) 
First  Eegiment  Michigan  Engineers  and  Alechanics,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates, 
unassigned,  receiving-orders  direct  from  headquarters  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi,  ten  companies,  1,500  men.  (2)  First  Missouri  En¬ 
gineers,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Tweeddale,  in  charge  of  pontoon  train  with 
Bight  Wing  (Army  of  the  Tennessee),  five  companies,  500  men.  (3) 
Fifty-eighth  Begiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  George  P.  Buell, 
in  charge  of  pontoon  train  of  Left  Wing,  ten  companies,  775  men. 
Total,  2,775  men. 

Second.  Pioneers:  Left  Wing,  six  divisions,  each  having  a  pioneei* 
corps  of  the  average  strength  of  100  men,  600  men  5  Bight  Wing,  seven 
divisions,  each  having  a  pioneer  corps  of  the  average  strength  of  100 
whites  and  70  negroes,  1,200  men;  total,  1,800  men. 

Becapitulation  :  Engineer  trooi)s  and  troops  of  the  line  doing  engineer 
duty,  2,775  men;  pioneers,  1,800  men;  aggregate  for  engineer  duty, 
4,575  men. 

Third.  Tools  and  tool  trains :  Each  of  the  pioneer  corps  carried  a  suf¬ 
ficient  number  of  tools  to  work  their  full  strength,  and  in  the  Bight 
Wing  they  were  supplied  with  a  duplicate  set,  which  were  carried  in 
wagons.  In  the  Left  Wing  each  brigade  was  provided  with  a  tool 
wagon,  loaded  with  about  350  intrenching  tools.  A  great  many  axes 
and  shovels  were  in  the  hands  of  the  troops,  but  always  within  reach 
in  case  of  emergency.  The  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics  had  a 
train  of  .fifty  wagons,  of  w  hich  twenty  were  loaded  with  tools,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  1,500  axes  and  helves,  1,500  shovels,  700  incks  and  helves,  200 
hatchets,  and  an  ample  supply  of  carpenters’  and  bridge  building  tools, 
and  extra  saws  and  augers;  also,  100  hooks  which  I  had  devised  for 
twisting  railroad  iron.  The  remainder  of  the  wmgons  carried  subsist¬ 
ence  and  quartermaster’s  stores.  The  Missouri  Engineers  had  a  much 
smaller  train,  which  was  somewhat  mixed  up  w  ith  the  pontoon  train  of 
which  they  had  charge.  They  carried  the  following  intrenching  tools: 
500  shovels,  500  axes;  also,  an  assortment  of  carpenters’  and  black¬ 
smiths’  tools. 

Fourth.  Pontoon  trains:  Left  Wing — pontoniers.  Fifty-eighth  Begi¬ 
ment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Gol.  George  P.  Buell  commanding, 
775  men.  Materials:  51  canvas  pontoon-boats,  complete,  15  extra 
covers,  10  anchors,  2,000  pounds  rope,  37  horses,  505  mules,  94  wagons, 
3  ambulances,  2  tool  wagons,  3  forges,  850  chesses,  196  balks,  and  the 
necessary  harness,  &c.,  to  make  the  outfit  complete.  This  regiment 
carried  its  own  supplies  of  subsistence  and  forage  on  the  wagons  in  the 
above  list.  The  length  of  bridge  which  could  be  built  from  this  train 
by  cutting  small  timber  for  the  balk  was  850  feet.  Bight  Wing — poii- 
toniers,  First  Missouri  Engineers,  Lieut.  Gol.  William  Tweeddale  com¬ 
manding;  strength,  530  men.  Materials:  28  canvas  pontoon-boats  com¬ 
plete,  28  boat  wagons,  600  chesses,  15  chess-wagons,  196  claw  balks,  1 
forge,  1  battery  wagon,  2  tool  w  agons  (a  general  assortment),  7  forage 
wagons,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  harness,  rope,  &c.  Length  of 
bridge,  580  feet  :  total  length  of  bridges,  1,430  feet. 

The  foregoing  was  the  engineer  organization  and  equipment  which 
was  considered  sufficient  to  make  the  campaign  which  I  knew"  would 
be  made  to  Savannah. 

()n  the  7th  of  November  I  received  a  telegram  from  Gemaal 
Siierman  directing  me  to  take  charge  of  tlie  destruction  of  the 
railroads,  depots,  steam  ma(*hinery,  &c.,  in  the  city  of  Atlanta.  On 
the  9th  1  telegraplied  as  follows:  ‘‘1  am  all  ready  to  do  the  work 
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assigned  me,  and  will  act  tlie  instant  I  get  your  order  to  do  so.’’  I  had 
(tailed  together  the  commanding  officers  of  the  engineer  regiments  and 
explained  to  them  just  what  I  wanted  done,  and  we  had  selected  the 
buildings  and  works  for  destruction.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  directed  me  to  proceed  with  my  work,  but  to  be  careful 
not  to  use  lire,  whieli  would  endanger  other  buildings  than  those  set 
apart  for  destruction .  The  ei  i  gineer  regimen  ts  were  divided  in  to  detach  - 
meuts,  under  picked  officers,  each  of  whom  received  a  written  order  as 
follows: 

You  will  please  take  the  detachment  iiOAv  under  your  orders  to  tlie  lirst  high  chim¬ 
ney  (stating  locality  and  buildings)  and  throw  it  down,  and  continue  the  work  along 
(stating  the  route)  until  you  reach  (the  point  designated  as  the  limit  of  work  for  this 
detachment),  being  careful  not  to  use  fire  in  doing  the  work,  since  it  would  endanger 
buildings  which  it  is  not  intended  to  destroy. 

These  orders  were  faithfully  carried  out,  and  neither  tire  nor  powder 
was  used  for  destroying  buildings  until  after  they  had  been  put  in 
ruins  by  battering  down  the  walls,  throwing  down  smokestacks, 
breaking  up  furnace  arches,  knocking  steam  machinery  to  pieces,  and 
punching  all  boilers  full  of  holes.  The  railroads  within  the  limits  of 
the  old  rebel  defenses  were  destroyed  by  tearing  up  the  iron,  pili-ng  up 
the  ties,  and  after  putting  the  rails  across  them  tiring  the  wood  which 
heated  the  iron  and  tlieii  the  rails  were  twisted.  The  rails  were  torn  up 
by  using  a  small  but  very  strong  iron  cant  hook,”  devised  by  myself, 
and  after  they  were  heated  were  twisted  by  applying  the  same  hooks 
at  each  end  of  each  rail  and  twisting  the  iron  bar  around  its  horizontal 
axis,  being  careful  to  give  the  rail  at  least  a  half  turn.  The  length  of 
railroad  destroyed  in  this  manner,  within  the  limits  indicated  above, 
was  about  ten  miles.  The  depots,  car-sheds,  machine  shops,  and  water- 
tanks  were  also  destroyed. 

It  was  not  until  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  November  that  tire  was 
a])plied  to  the  heaps  of  rubbish  we  had  made.  I  was  uimn  the  ground 
in  person  to  see  that  the  work  was  done  in  a  proper  and  orderly  man¬ 
ner;  and,  so  far  as  engineer  troops  were  concerned,  this  was  the  case. 
But  many  buildings  in  the  business  part  ot  the  city  were  destroyed  by 
lawless  persons,  wlio,  by  sneaking  around  in  blind  alleys,  succeeded  in 
tiring  many  houses  which  it  was  not  intended  to  touch. 

Three  army  corps  moved  ou  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  November, 
striking  boldly  out  toward  the  sea.  On  the  morning  of  the  IGth  the 
other  army  corps  and  the  headquarters  military  division  moved.  The 
map*  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Engineers  Avith  my  letter  dated  Golds- 
borough,  N.  C.,  April  7,  1865,  will  indicate  the  routes  pursued  by  each 
army  corps  until  our  arrival  in  tVont  of  Savannah.  During  this  march 
the  Augusta  railroad  was  destroyed,  as  described  above,  to  include 
th(‘.  Oconee  bridge.  The  Georgia  Central  Avas  destroyed  from  Walnut 
Creek,  Avithin  tiiree  miles  of  Macon,  to  the  city  of  Savannah.  The 
(diarleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad  from  the  Savannah  River  bridge  to 
Savannah,  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Railroad  from  Savannah  to  the 
Altamaha,  the  branch  from  Milieu  to  Augusta  for  several  miles  from 
Milieu,  and  the  branch  from  Gordon  to  Eaton  ton  suffered  severely. 

Pontoon  bridges  Avere  built  at  the  following  i)oints:  OA^er  the  YelloAv 
River,  at  railroad  crossing,  100  feet;  oA'er  the  Ulcotauhachee,  at  road 
ci'ossing,  80  feet;  OAX‘r  the  Ocmulgee,  at  Planters’  Factory,  200  feet; 
over  the  Little  River,  at  railroad  crossing,  250  feet;  over  the  Oconee 
River,  at  Ball’s  Ferry,  300  feet;  over  the  Buffiilo  Creek,  on  Sanders- 
ville  road,  400  feet;  over  the  Buffalo  Creek,  on  ui)per  Sandersville 

*To  appear  in  the  Atlas. 
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road,  400  feet;  over  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  on  Louisville  road,  200  feet ; 
over  the  Ogeeehee  Eiver,  near  Burton  Station,  200  feet;  over  the  Ogee- 
ehee  Kiver,  Jones’  Ferry,  300  feet;  over  the  Buck  Head  Creek,  on 
Milieu  road,  100  feet;  over  the  Little  Ogeechee,  near  Station  4J,  80  feet; 
over  the  Ogeechee,  at  Jenks’  Ferry,  300  feet;  over  the  Ogeechee,  at 
Didton’s  Ferry,  250  feet;  over  the  Ogeechee,  at  Hilton’s  Bridge,  300 
feet;  total,  3,460  feet. 

On  the  loth  of  December  the  army  arrived  in  front  of  Savannah. 
Beconnaissances  were  pushed  south  of  the  Cannouchee  River,  and,  for¬ 
tunately,  a  plan  of  Fort  McAllister  was  found.  Other  reconnaissances 
were  made  along  the  entire  extent  of  the  enemy’s  front,  which  was  found 
located  along  the  southeastern  edge  of  the  chain  of  swamps  running 
from  the  Savannah  River,  opposite  King’s  Island,  via  the  point  where 
the  Ogeechee  road  crosses  Salt  Alarsli  Creek,  to  the  junction^between 
Salt  Marsh  Creek  and  the  Little  Ogeechee,  and  thence  through  the 
A^ernon,  Rosedew,  and  Beaulieu  batteries  to  Fort  McAllister.  This 
line  was  intrenched  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  defenses  were  greatly 
strengthened  by  closing  the  sluice  gates  at  the  Savannah  River  and 
building  dams  across  Salt  Marsh  Creek,  the  effect  being  to  make  a 
body  of  water  in  front  of  their  entire  line. 

On  the  11th  it  was  decided  to  attack  Fort  McAllister,  as  that  was  the 
only  obstacle  to  our  free  communication  with  the  fleet  in  Ossabaw  Sound. 
Tlie  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge  over  the  Ogeechee,  on  the  Darien 
road,  commonly  known  as  the  King’s  Bridge.”  This  was  rebuilt  by 
the  First  Missouri  Engineers,  under  direction  of  Capt.  0.  B.  Reese, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  and  chief  engineer  Department  and  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  Second  Division,  Fif¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  crossed  over  and  moved  along  the  south  bank  of 
the  river,  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Fort  McAllister  in  the  afternoon. 
As  soon  as  the  troops  could  be  properly  formed  the  assault  was  made, 
and  the  fort  was  carried  in  handsome  style.  The  same  evening  the 
general  commanding  the  military  division  passed  down  the  river  and 
communicated  with  the  fleet.  Fort  McAllister  stood  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Ogeechee  River,  at  the  first  point  of  fast  land  ”  met  with  in 
ascending  that  stream,  and  perfectly  commanded  the  channel.  The 
trace  of  the  fort  was  irregular,  the  water  front  conforming  to  the  shore 
line  and  the  line  of  fast  land,”  while  the  land  front  was  on  a  regular 
bastioned  trace.  The  guns — of  which  there  were  twenty-two — were  gen¬ 
erally  mounted  in  barbette.  The  fort  was  provided  on  its  land  front 
with  a  good  ditch,  having  a  row  of  stout  palisades  at  its  bottom,  well 
built  glacis,  and  a  row  of  excellent  abatis,  exterior  to  which  was  planted 
a  row  of  8-inch  shells  arranged  to  explode  when  trodden  upon.  These 
shells  were  arranged  in  a  single  row  just  outside  the  abatis,  and  were 
about  three  feet  from  center  to  center.  It  was  impossible  to  move  an 
assaulting  force  upon  the  fort  without  suffering  from  the  explosion  of 
these  shells.  The  fact  that  nearly  all  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  mounted 
in  barbette  rendered  it  much  easier  to  (^arry  it  by  assault,  since  our 
skirmish  line  advancing  at  a  run  readily  approached  within  200 
yards,  and  by  throwing  themselves  flat  on  the  ground  were  well  con¬ 
cealed  by  the  high  grass,  and  could  })ick  off  the  rebel  gunners  at  their 
leisure,  readily  silencing  the  fire  of  the  fort,  after  which  our  assaulting 
force  was  formed  in  full  view  of  and  not  more  than  500  yards  from  the 
parapet. 

Alter  tin*  capture  of  Fort  McAllister  the  obstructions  in  the  river, 
consisting  of  a  double  row  of  piles  and  torpedoes,  were  removed,  and 
steam  boats  ascended  to  the  King’s  Bridge,  where  was  established  our 
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depot  of  supplies.  Some  of  the  guns  were  removed  from  Fort  McAllis¬ 
ter  and  taken  there  preparatory  to  placing  them  in  battery  along  our 
lines,  and  six  30-pounder  Parrotts  were  brought  down  from  Hilton  Head 
for  the  same  purpose.  We  were  fast  getting  ready  for  another  assault, 
which  would  this  time  have  been  made  directly  upon  their  main  line,  when, 
on  the  night  of  the  20th  of  December,  the  enemy,  crossing  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Fiver  on  a  bridge  of  flat-boats,  made  his  escape,  having  abandoned 
a  large  number  of  guns  and  other  material  of  war,  and  blown  up  his 
iron  clads.  In  this  case,  as  in  that  of  Atlanta,  no. attempt  was  made  to 
make  regular  siege  approaches.  Our  lines  were  thrust  forward  at  all 
points  to  the  edge  of  the  water  defenses  of  the  enemy  without  any  neces¬ 
sity  for  siege  approaches,  and  beyond  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt 
anything  of  the  kind.  We  could  only  get  into  the  rebel  lines  by  open 
assault,  which  was  deemed  quite  practicable,  particularly  near  the 
crossing  of  the  Ogeechee  road  over  Salt  Marsh  Creek,  and  in  front  of 
our  batteries  at  Shaw’s  Bridge,  over  the  Ogeechee  Canal.  I  had  closely 
reconnoitered  the  latter  point  and  found  that  the  natural  obstacles 
were  not  very  great,  but  the  enemy’s  works  were  strongest  here.  Soon 
after  our  occupation  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  directed  me  to  select  a  new  line,  to  be  intrenched  for  the  defense 
of  such  stores,  depots,  and  material  as  we  would  leave  there  in  future 
operations.  In  company  with  Captain  Keese,  I  made  a  careful  recon¬ 
naissance,  and  decided  upon  the  location  and  character  of  the  works. 
These  were,  in  their  main  features,  a  system  of  large  lunettes  to  be 
closed  at  the  gorge  and  to  be  placed  in  defensive  relations  with  each 
other,  so  that  they  might  be  held  independently,  but  to  be  also  con¬ 
nected  by  curtains  of  infantry  parapet,  so  as  to  be  used  as  a  continu¬ 
ous  line,  if  that  was  deemed  desirable.  The  estimated  garrison  was 
5,000  men.  The  location  of  the  new  lines  was  very  nearly  the  same  as 
those  of  1814. 

Before  leaving  Savannah  on  the  campaign  through  the  Carolinas,  by 
request  of  General  Grover,  who  was  left  in  command  at  Savannah,  I 
handed  him  a  paper,  of  which  the  folio  wiog  is  a  copy: 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Engineer’s  Office, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Grover,  , 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Savannah: 

General:  In  accordance  with  yonr  request  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
following  memoranda,  with  reference  to  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Savannah : 

First.  The  defense  of  the  city  itself:  This  is  accomplished  by  the  line  of  works 
now  in  process  of  construction,  after  the  plan  indicated  in  my  letter  to  Major-General 
Sherman,  dated  December  26,  1864.  These  works  are  now  ready  to  receive  sixty 
guns,  partly  siege  and  partly  field  artillery,  and  in  my  ojiinion  are  in  a  condition 
which  would  warrant  their  defense  by  the  garrison  estimated  for.  Captain  Suter, 
U.  S.  Engineers,  and  chief  engineer  Department  of  the  South,  has  been  furnished 
Avith  a  tjace  of  this  line,  on  which  the  several  positions  of  the  guns  composing  the 
complete  armament  arc  indicated.  Captain  Suter  has  also  been  furnished  with  those 
maps  captured  at  this  city  which  relate  to  the  defense.  ()})posite  the  city,  on  the 
main  Carolina  shore,  two  small  works  should  be  built  to  command  the  Union  cause¬ 
way  and  the  Huger  causeway.  The  above  contemplates  an  attack  by  a  much  larger 
force  than  the  garrison,  and,  in  my  oi)inion,  Avill  never  bo  made. 

Second.  The  defense  of  the  ap})roaches :  Three  main  roads  lead  into  the  city  from 
inland,  viz,  the  Ogeechee  plank  road  (Darien  road),  the  Louisville  stage  road,  the 
Augusta  stage  road,  'fhe  last  two  join  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  city.  The 
points  where  the  enemy’s  late  linescrossed  these  roads  furnish  the  best  defense.  When 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  obstacles  formed  by  opening  the  sluice  gates  at  high 
tide  the  positions  are  strong.  If  the  bridge  across  the  Ogeechee  at  King’s  is  destroyed, 
it  effectually  cuts  off  direct  approach  by  that  road,  and  it  can  only  be  reached  by 
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crossing  the  river  above  and  getting  to  it  by  some  of  the  numerous  cross-roads.  An 
enemy  would  not  be  likely  to  do  this,  unless  he  were  in  largely  superior  force,  since 
ho  would  necessarily  put  himself  in  a  ‘‘pocket.’’ 

Third.  The  defense  of  the  river  navigation:  This  is  best  accomplished  by  a  force 
stationed  at  this  city  large  enough  to  go  out  and  fight  any  enemy  that  would  be 
likely  to  approach.  In  order  that  our  opponents  might  reach  any  of  the  points  where 
they  could  injure  us  much,  they  would  be  compelled  to  thrust  themselves  somemiles 
])eyond  us,  leaving  whatever  garrison  there  miglit  be  in  Savannah  on  their  flank  and 
in  rear.  They  could  not  interrupt  navigation  without  establishing  themselves  in 
inclosed  Avorks  upon  the  bank  of  Saint  Augustine  Creek  (we  hold  Fort  Jackson),  and 
a  very  short  time  would  suffice  for  the  capture  of  any  enemy  having  temerity  enough 
to  do  this.  With  all  our  great  resources  of  water  trans])ortation  I  regard  it  impossi¬ 
ble  for  our  enemy  to  make  a  successful  lodgment  on  Saint  Augustine  Creek. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  POE, 

Captain,  Engineers,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Arniy, 

Chief  Engineer  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  map*  is  in  course  of  preparation,  under  my  direction,  which  will 
clearly  show  the  topograpliy  of  Savannah  and  vicinity,  the  works  of 
attack  and  defense,  the  new  lines  constructed  during  our  occupation 
of  the  city,  and  the  lines  of  1814.  As  soon  as  comiileted  it  will  be  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Engineer  Department. t 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

O.  M.  POE, 

Captain.)  U,  S.  Engineer Brevet  Brigadier- General^  U,  S.  Army. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  O.  Baylor ^  U.  S.  Army^  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 

Memorandum  list  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  from 
the  enemy  in  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1864: 


Captured  and  destroyed  hy  the  Left  Wing  at  Milledgeville,  Ga. 


Rifle  muskets,  caliber  .69 


Lauces . . 

Cutlasses . 

Small-arm  ammunition . rounds.. 

Artillery  ammunition . l..do _ 

Powder . pounds . . 


2,  300 
5,  000 
1, 500 
30, 000 
5, 470 
20,  000 


Captured  in  Forts  McAllister,  Beaulieu,  Eosedew,  Bartow,  Thunderholt,  Jackson,  Lee, 
Boggs,  Brown,  Water  Battery  opposite  Fort  Jackson,  Lawton  Battery,  in  the  lines 
around  the  city  of  Savannah  and  in  the  city  of  Savannah. 


'  AKTILLEKY. 


For  smooth-bore  gun . • . . .  167 

For  rifled  guns .  35 

For  mortars .  7 


Total .  209 


*  See  Map  2,  Plate  LXX  of  the  Atlas. 

t  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  campaign  of  the  Carolinas,  etc.,  see 
Vol.XLVII,  Parti. 
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ARTILLERY  CARRIAGES. 

Barbette .  76 

Casemate .  1 

Siege . 6 

Field .  41 


Total  . . .  124 


ARTILLERY  AMMUNITION. 

Rounds. 

For  smooth-bore  guns .  19, 843 

P^or  rifled  guns . .  1,  903 

P''or  mortars . .  17 


Total .  21,  763 


SMALL  ARMS. 

Various  kinds .  183 

INFANTRY  AMMUNITION. 

Musket  cartridges,  caliber  .59  .  8,  000 

Musket  buck  and  ball  cartridges,  caliber  .69 .  7,  .500 

Elongated  ball  cartridges,  caliber  .57 .  11,  000 

Sharps  rifle .  3,  000 

Kifled  iron  balls .  18,  000 

Buck  and  ball  cartridges,  caliber  ,75 .  4, 000 


Total .  51, 500 


Expenditures  of  ammunition  during  the  campaign. 

ARTILLERY  AMMUNITION. 

Rounds. 

F or  3-inch  guns .  2,  099 

For  light  12-pounder  guns .  1,218 

P''or  30-pounder  Parrott  guns .  30 

l^r  20-pouuder  Parrott  guns .  229 


Total . * .  3,  576 


SMALL-ARM  AMMUNITION. 

Cartridge.?. 

Elongated  ball,  caliber  .57 .  950,915 

Spencer  rifle . 141,  396 

Burnside  carbine .  56,000 

Sharps  carbine .  62,000 

Smith  carbine .  21,  000 

Colt  army  pistol .  8,  600 

Colt  navy  pistol .  4,  800 

Henry  rifle .  500 


Total .  1,245,211 

T.  G.  BAYLOR, 

Captain  and  Chief  (f  Ordnance^  Mil.  Div.  af  the  Misamippi. 
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0. 

Report  of  Col.  Amos  Beckwith^  U.  8.  Army.,  Chief  Commissary  of  Sub¬ 
sistence. 


Statement  of  cattle  on  hand  at  Atlanta  and  captured  while  en  route  to  Savannah. 


On  hand  at 
Atlanta. 

Captured  en 
route. 

Slaughtered 
en  route. 

On  hand 
when  army 
arrived  at 
Savannah. 

TAveiitieth  Cor])S . 

429 

2,  204 

889 

1,744 

Fourteenth.  Corps . 

2, 047 

590 

20 

2,  617 

Army  of  the  Tennessee  (Fifteenth  and 
Seventeenth  Corps). 

1,000 

10, 500 

9,  000 

2,  500 

Total . 

3,  476 

13.294 

9,  909 

6,861 

A.  BP]CKWITH, 

Colonel.,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Commissayp  of  Subsistence. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  0.  Howard.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army 

of  the  Tennessee. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  28,  1864. 

Captain:  The  campaign  of  Savannah  is  so  closely  connected  with 
the  campaign  into  Alabama,  just  closed,  and  I  have  so  carefully  stated 
the  strength  of  my  army  and  left  it  concentrated  at  Atlanta,  where  it 
remained  but  one  day,  that  I  will  not  weary  you  with  a  repetition. 
General  Sherman’s  Field  Orders,  Nos.  115  and  119,  issued  from  Kings¬ 
ton,  Ga.,*  so  remarkable  for  completeness  and  so  explicit  that  they  could 
not  be  misunderstood,  have  been  faithfully  adhered  to.  They  were  the 
means  of  initiating  preparations  fully  adequate  to  the  work  that  has 
been  accomidishei 

j\Iy  command  consisted  of  two  army  corps — the  Fifteenth  (Maj.  Gen. 
P.  J.  Osterhaus),  of  four  divisions,  as  follows:  First  Division,  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Woods;  Second  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen;  Third 
Division,  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith;  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M. 
Corse;  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding, 
consisted  of  three  divisions,  as  follows:  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A. 
Mower;  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett;  Fourth  Division, 
Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith — one  regiment  cavalry  (First  Alabama), 
one  regiment  of  engineers  (First  Missouri),  and  a  bridge  train  of  suf- 
hcient  cai)acity  to  throw  two  bridges  across  any  stream  that  we  found 
en  route. 

At  Gordon  I  made  the  following  report,  which  I  will  resubmit  with¬ 
out  change: 

Headquarters  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Gordon,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 

General:  Iu  accordauce  with  Si)ecial  Field  Orders.  No.  124,  from  your  headquar^ 
ters,  dated  November  14,  1864,  my  command  marched  from  White  Hall,  near  Atlanta, 
in  two  columns.  The  left  column,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  took  the  direct 

*  See  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  HI,  pp.  627,  701. 
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McDonough  road.  This  column  consisted  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  bridge  train, 
engineer  regiment,  and  supply  train  of  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  the  whole  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  First  Alabama  Regiment.  The  right  column,  of  Fifteenth  Corps,  Major- 
General  Osterhaus  commanding,  department  headquarters  train,  and  the  herds  of 
cattle.  This  column  moved  via  Rough  and  Ready,  turning  to  the  left  toward  Mc¬ 
Donough,  about  five  miles  from  .Jonesborough.  Upon  the  evening  of  the  15  th  the  com¬ 
mand  went  into  camp — Kilpatrick  near  Jonesborough,  the  heads  of  the  two  infantry 
columns  near  Stockbridge.  Kilpatrick  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  skirmishers  near 
East  Point,  and  drove  them  before  him  to  the  crossing  of  Flint  River.  Osterhaus 
met  them  not  far  from  Rough  and  Ready,  and  again  in  the  vicinity  of  Stockbridge. 
He  found  encamped  at  that  point  Lewis’  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry,  reported  900 
strong. 

November  16,  1864,  the  command  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  McDonough  by  three 
routes.  General  Osterhaus  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  the  crossing  of  Cotton  River. 
They  retreated  rapidly,  setting  lire  to  the  bridge.  Some  mounted  infantry  that  he 
had  in  advance  drove  them  from  the  bridge  in  time  to  put  out  the  fire  and  save 
everything  but  the  jilanking.  Tlie  bridge  Avas  immediately  repaired,  and  detained 
the  column  just  fort}^  minutes.  General  Kilpatrick  crossed  the  Flint  River  at  the 
bridge  near  Jonesborough  at  7  a.  m.  Finding  the  enemy  had  left  that  place,  he  fol¬ 
lowed  him  to  Lovejoy’s,  where  he  occupied  the  strong  position  there,  having  two  bri¬ 
gades  of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  holding  the  old  rebel  works.  The 
general  charged  the  works  with  dismounted  cavalry  and  carried  them,  driving  back 
the  enemy.  Subsequently  the  enemy’s  artillery  was  overtaken  by  another  charging 
column,  and  captured.  He  drove  the  enemy  beyond  Bear  [Creek]  Station,  capturing 
over  fifty  prisoners.  He  then  moved  to  the  left  and  encamped  on  the  Griffin  and  Mc¬ 
Donough  road. 

November  17,  1864,  moved  to  Jackson  and  its  Aucinity  in  three  columns,  encamp¬ 
ing,  the  right  near  Indian  Springs  and  the  left  at  Hendricks’  Mill.  General  Kilpat¬ 
rick  moA'ed  to  Towaliga  Creek.  Some  cavalry  of  the  enemj'^  crossed  the  creek, 
burning  the  bridges. 

NoA'ember  18, 1864,  the  nearest  division  Avas  pushed  to  Nutting’s  (or  Planters’)  Fac¬ 
tory  early  next  morning,  and  a  part  of  it  crossed  over  by  the  ferry.  The  bridge 
arrived  at  about  10  a.  m.,  Avas  laid,  and  the  troops  commenced  crossing  at  1  p.  m. 
During  that  day  and  night.  General  Blair’s  corps.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  all  the  cavalry,  had  crossed.  The  hill  on  the  east  side  Avas  steep,  and 
the  heavy  rain  during  the  night  rendered  the  ascent  extremely  difficult. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  regiments  were  detailed  in  each  division  to 
assist  the  trains  in  getting  up  the  hill.  The  Fifteenth  Corps,  following  the  caA^alry, 
took  country  roads  to  Hillsborough.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  moved  to  the  Aucinity 
of  Hillsborough  via  Mouticello.  The  roads  now  becoming  very  heavy,  the  progress 
was  slow.  We  had  two  bridges  at  the  point  of  crossing,  and  they  were  kept  full 
all  day,  yet  the  crossing  was  not  completed  by  the  rear  guard  until  the  morning  of 
the  20th  instant. 

NoA'ember  20,  1864,  the  command  moved  on  Gordon  in  two  columns — General  Kil¬ 
patrick  with  his  cavalry  taking  the  Clinton  road  and  the  river  road  toward  Macon; 
General  Osterhaus,  with  the  bridge  train,  caA^alrj^  train,  &c.,  moved  toward  Clinton ; 
General  Blair  with  his  command  Ada  BlountSAdlle.  The  head  of  the  right  column  en¬ 
camped  at  Clinton,  and  the  left  near  Fortville.  General  Kilpatrick  Avaited  at  Clinton 
until  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  the  infantry  column,  at  12  m.,  Avheu  he  moved  out 
toward  Macon  on  the  left  Macon  road.  He  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  about  four  miles 
from  Macon,  drove  them  in,  and  cliarged  their  works,  defended  by  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery.  The  head  of  his  column  got  inside  the  works,  but  could  not  hold  them.  He 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  railroad  and  destroyed  about  one  mile  of  the  track.  The 
road  AA  as  struck  in  two  or  three  places  by  the  cavalry,  besides  the  aboA^e,  and  a  train 
of  cars  burned.  It  rained  hard  during  the  entire  night. 

November  21,  1864,  the  cavalry  took  up  an  adA^anced  position  coA^ering  all  the 
roads  debouching  from  Macon.  General  Blair  continued  his  march  direct  on  Gordon, 
reaching  that  place  with  his  leading  diA'ision.  The  right  column  Avas  subdivided, 
tAvo  diAusions,  with  small  trains,  taking  the  road  toAvard  Irwinton,  and  the  rest,  with 
headquarters,  bridge  trains,  cattle,  &c.,  moving  on  the  direct  Gordon  road.  The 
center  and  left  columns  met  at  a  point  six  miles  from  Gordon,  called  Pitts’  Mill, 
where  the  center  made  a  parallel  road  into  Gordon.  Only  the  division  of  General  G. 
A.  Smith,  however,  reached  Gordon  on  the  2l8t  instant. 

November  22,  1864,  the  troops  and  trains  Avere  closed  up  toAvard  Gordon,  except¬ 
ing  General  Woods’  division,  Avho  was  directed  to  take  up  a  strong  position  on  the 
IrAviuton  road,  and  make  a  demonstration  toward  Macon.  The  demonstration  Avas 
made  by  General  Walcutt’s  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  the  caA^alry,  on  the  different 
roads.  The  rebel  caA^alry  in  force  made  a  charge  early  in  the  morning,  capturing 
one  of  our  cavalry  picket  posts — estimated  45  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
Quite  a  little  action  grcAV  out  of  it,  in  Avhich  there  Avas  charging  and  counter-charg¬ 
ing  of  cavalry,  when  finally  the  enemy  Avere  driven  from  the  field  in  confusion, 
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Walcutt’s  infantry,  skirmishing,  lending  a  hand.  In  the  afternoon  Walcutt  had  taken 
up  a  position  two  miles  in  advance  of  his  division  toward  Macon,  having  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  had  thrown  up  rail  barricades^  when  he  was  attacked  by  quite  a  large 
body  of  infantry,  accompanied  by  some  artillery,  probably  a  battery  of  four  guns. 
The  assault  was  made  with  great  vigor,  but  was  met  in  the  usual  manner  and  com¬ 
pletely  reqiulsed.  The  action  continued  for  some  three  hours.  Walcutt  was  assisted 
by  a  regiment  of  cavalry  on  either  Hank.  General  Woods  was  present  during  the  action 
and  General  Osterhaus  ])art  of  the  time.  I  regret  to  say  that  General  Walcutt,  than 
whom  there  is  not  a  braver  or  better  officer,  was  wounded,  but  1  hope  not  seriously. 
The  conduct  of  the  troops,  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  was  highly  commended  by  the 
general  officers  present.  On  my  arrival  at  Gordon,  I  directed  General  Plair  to  send 
forward  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  and  General  G.  A.  Smith’s  division  some  eight 
or  ten  miles  toward  the  Oconee  bridge,  which  he  did,  with  instructions  to  move  for¬ 
ward  to-day,  and,  if  possible,  to  secure  that  bridge  and  plank  it  over  for  infantry  to 


cross. 

November  23,  1864,  the  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps,  with  bridge  train,  hav¬ 
ing  roads  that  were  almost  impassable,  only  reached  the  vicinity  of  Clinton  last 
night.  This  morning  hfty-hve  six-mule  teams  have  been  sent  to  assist  the  i^ontoon 
train  through.  General  Woods’  division  is  moving  up  this  way  abreast  of  General 
Corse;  General  Hazen  moving  toward  Irwinton;  General  Blair  moving  along  the 
railroad  and  destroying  it.  I  propose,  with  your  sanction,  to  move  across  the  Oconee 
River  at  two  points — one  six  miles  below  the  railroad  bridge  (at  Ball’s  Ferry),  the 
other  two  miles  and  a  half  above  railroad  bridge  (at  Jackson’s  Ferry).  I  have 
already  forwarded  to  you  dispatches  captured. 

Prisoners  still  estimate  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  our  vicinity  about  10,000. 
The  attack  on  Walcutt  was  made,  I  think,  by  militia,  mingled  with  some  old  troops 
retained  at  Macon. 

The  number  of  prisoners  of  war  in  my  hands :  In  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  35  enlisted 
men;  in  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  80  enlisted  men;,  total,  115.  I  believe  the  cavalry 
have  some  50  or  60  more  in  addition.  We  have  about  45  wounded  of  our  own  men. 

The  number  of  bales  of  cotton  reported  officially  to  have  been  burned  is  2,130. 

A  large  cotton  factory,  known  as  Ocmulgee  Mills,  or  Planters’  Factory,  on  the  map, 
containing  1,500  spindles  and  giving  employment  to  150  hands,  and  some  20  cotton 
gins,  have  also  been  destroyed. 

We  have  found  the  country  full  of  provisions  and  forage,  and  have  almost  com¬ 
pletely  su})plied  ourselves,  drawing  but  very  little  upon  our  rations. 

The  above  estimate  is  independent  of  what  has  been  done  by  the  cavalry.  I  regret 
to  say  that  quite  a  number  of  jirivate  dwelliuss  which  the  inhabitants  have  left, 
have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  but  without  official  sanction;  also,  many  instances  of 
the  most  inexcusable  and  wanton  acts,  such  as  the  breaking  open  of  trunks,  taking 
of  silver  plate,  &c.  I  have  taken  measures  to  prevent  it,  and  I  believe  they  will  be 
elfectual.  The  inhabitants  are  generally  terrified,  and  believe  us  a  thousand  times 
worse  than  we  are.  Having  soldiers  in  the  command  who  have  been  bitten  by  blood¬ 
hounds,  i)ermission  has  been  given  to  kill  them. 

Permit  me  to  commend  to  you  Generals  Blair  and  Osterhaus  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  them,  also  General  Kilpatrick  and  his  command,  for  their  faithfulness, 
energy,  and  untiring  exertions  to  make  our  march  a  complete  success.  While  the 
pleasant  weather  lasted,  the  marches  were  easily  made;  but  as  soon  as  the  rains  came 
on,  the  roads  became  very  heavy  and  the  poorer  mules  broke  down,  but  wo  have 
found  a  number  in  the  country  that  have  more  than  replaced  our  losses. 

The  members  of  my  staff  have  given  me  material  aid,  and  I  ho2)e  to  be  able  to 
reward  them  substantially  at  some  time  for  faithful  services. 

Very  respectfully, 


O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


P.  S. — General  Osterhaus  reports  the  enemy’s  killed  on  the  field  yesterday  num¬ 
ber  300. 


O.  O.  II., 
Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Siiekman. 


At  Irwin’s  Oross-Koads  a  second  rejfort  was  made,  emhrticing  oper¬ 
ations  up  to  tliat  time,  as  follows: 

Headquarteks  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Irwin’s  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864. 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  your  headquarters,  contained  in 
Special  Field  Orders  dated  November  23,  my  command  marched  from  Gordon  in  two 
columns — the  Fifteenth  Corps,  via  Irwinton,  to  Ball’s  Ferry,  Seventeenth  Corps  along 
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the  railroad,  with  iustrnctions  to  cross  at  Jacksou’s  Ferry,  two  miles  and  a  halfno^th  of 
railroad  bridge.  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  who  had  preceded  his  column  with  the  First 
Alabama  Cavalry,  drove  quite  a  force  of  the  enemy  from  two  stockades  and  across 
the  bridge.  He  found  that  Jackson’s  Ferry  was  an  old  abandoned  route  through  the 
swamp,  completely  impracticable.  I  therefore  directed  that  General  Blair’s  corps 
move  to  Ball’s  Ferry.  The  two  heads  of  column  arrived  at  Ball’s  Ferry  about  the 
same  time  on  the  25th  instant.  A  detachment  of  the  First  Alabama  had  the  day 
before  reconnoitered  the  ferry.  Finding  a  small  force  of  the  enemy,  made  a  raft, 
crossed  the  river,  and  drove  the  enemy  back,  but  were  subsequently  thems’elves 
forced  to  recross  the  river,  with  some  loss.  On  our  arrival  at  the  river,  we  found  the 
enemy  with  barricades  and  quite  an  extended  liue  of  skirmishers.  Generals  Oster- 
haus  and  Blair  confronted  them  witli  a  line  which  extended  beyond  the  enemy’s 
Hanks  both  up  and  down  the  river.  The  former  placed  artillery  in  position  and  made 
a  demonstration  on  the  front  along  the  road,  while  the  latter,  General  Blair,  sent  a 
detachment  some  two  miles  up  the  river  under  the  direction  of  Lientenaut  Colonel 
Kirby,  of  his  staff.  Captain  Reese,  chief  engineer,  assisted  them  with  boats  to  cross 
the  river.  The  current  was  too  swift  to  get  them  over  by  rowing;  they  were  finally 
swung  over  after  fhe  fashion  of  a  flying  ferry.  After  Avorking  through  the  bayous 
and  swamps  till  near  morning,  his  men  reached  the  road  at  a  point  that  was  in  rear  of 
the  enemy’s  position,  but  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Colonel  Kirby  came  in  sight  of 
his  rear  guard  and  Avagons,  but  could  not  overtake  them.  The  Ocoiiee  at  this  place 
is  about  as  Avide  as  the  Ocnuilgee  at  Planters’  Ferry,  but  the  current  is  A'ery  swift, 
and  there  are  some  tAvo  miles  of  swampy  ground  on  the  right  bank,  but  the  imme¬ 
diate  approach  to  the  ferry  on  the  left  bank  is  A^ery  good.  The  bridges  Avere  laid  so 
that  the  troops  commenced  crossing  in  two  columns  about  12  m.  November  26.  Gen¬ 
erals  Corse  and  Woods,  Fifteenth  Army  Corjis,  reached  this  point  l)etAveen  nine  and 
ten  miles  from  the  ferry  last  night.  Seventeenth  Corps  massed  near  the  forks  of  the 
roads  that  leads  to  Station  14.  ’fhe  rear  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  is  now  crossing. 
General  Blair  has  sent  a  division  that  is  destroying  fhe  railroad  from  Oconee 
bridge  to  a  point  ntuir  IrAvin’s  Cross-Roads;  General  Osterhaus  has  sent  a  force  to 
destroy  the  rest  to  Station  13.  1  directed  the  Avagou  bridges  across  Commissioner’s 

Creek  and  the  three  bridges  across  Sandy  Ifiver  to  be  destroyed.  The  enemy  heli)ed 
me  themselA'es  by  destroying  the  one  nearest  the  Oconee.  The  country  this  side  of 
the  river  is  thus  far  quite  open  and  sandy,  but  there  is  plenty  of  forage  thus  far. 
Wheeler  with  his  main  force  passed  here  the  day  before  yesterday.  My  headquar¬ 
ters  Avill  remain  here  to-day. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

O.  O.  HOAVARD, 

Mcijor-Generah 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheraian. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  general-in-chief,  dated  San- 
dersville,  November  27,  18G4,  I  issued  the  following  order: 

Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  179.  )  Irwin’s  Cross-Boads,  Xovember  21,  1864. 


V.  The  army  Avill  move  forward  substantially  as  follows: 

First.  Major-General  Osterhaus  Avill  move  his  left  column,  of  two  divisions,  by 
the  Louisville  road  to  the  intersection  of  the  Johnson  road,  and  thence  to  Johnson 
this  evening,  being  careful  to  clear  that  intersection  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow 
morning,  llis  right  column  will  move  by  a  settlement  road  directly'  to  Johnson, 
starting  at  7  a.  m.  to-morroAv. 

Second.  Major-General  Blair  Avill  move  on  the  Louisville  road — starting  his  column 
at  7  a.  m.  to-morroAAq  or  earlier,  at  his  o})tiou — till  he  reaches  the  nearest  parallel 
road  to  the  railroad  on  the  south  side,  south  of  Williamson’s  Swamp  Creek.  He  Avill 
follow  this  road  till  abreast  of  Station  No.  10  (or  Sebastopol),  Avhere  it  is  ])robable 
he  Avill  cross  the  Ogeechee.  Major-General  Sherman  })ro})oses  to  accompany  this 
columnin  person.  Headquarters  Avill  be  at  Johnson  to-morrow  night,  the  train  moving 
Avith  the  leading  division  of  right  column.  The  herds  of  cattle  (other  than  those 
belonging  to  divisions)  Avill  folloAV  the  right  column  to  Johnson,  a  regiment  from  the 
rear  division  of  Avhich  Avill  remain  at  this  ])oint  till  everything  is  passed,  and  Avill  I 
then  folloAv  on  to  Johnson,  carefully  guarding  all  roads  leading  south. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

S.  L.  TAGGART, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General.  ; 
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The  above  order  was  literally  conformed  to^  excepting’  that  a  portion 
of  General  Corse’s  division  bore  to  the  right  and  entered  Wrights ville, 
the  capital  of  Johnson  County.  Some  considerable  difficulty  arose  from 
the  numerous  roads  through  the  ])ine  woods,  and  from  the  fact  that 
neither  citizens  nor  negroes  knew  of  such  a  place  as  Johnson’s  Cross¬ 
roads.  At  night  of  the  28th  the  command  encamped — the  center  column 
near  lUddleville,  the  left  abreast  on  the  Sandersville  and  Savannah 
roads,  and  the  right  (consisting  of  one  brigade  and  a  battery  of  artillery) 
at  Wrightsville. 

The  next  day  (29th)  the  two  lower  columns  nearly  formed  a  junction, 
the  advance,  under  General  Woods,  encamping  near  Summerville,  and 
the  rest  along  the  lower  Savannah  road  and  near  Sunderland’s  Mills, 
some  seven  miles  to  the  rear  of  General  Woods;  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  on  the  upper  Savannah  road,  abreast  of  Station  No.  10  of  the 
Georgia  Central  Kailroad.  The  character  of  the  country,  oj^en  pine 
woods,  wire  grass,  quite  a  number  of  swamp^i  along  the  Ohoopee  Eiver 
and  its  tributaries,  very  few  clearings  or  plantations.  Quite  a  number 
of  mules  and  horses  were  captured  in  the  swamps,  the  citizens  having 
run  them  oft,  in  the  hope  of  escaping  our  army  and  Wheeler’s  cavalry. 

November  30,  Generals  Woods  andCorse’sdivisions  pushed  on  through 
Summerville  northward,  until  they  reached  the  upper  Savannah  road, 
and  encamped  near  Deep  Creek.  General  Blair  moved  forward  to 
Station  No.  9J,  effecting  a  crossing  of  the  Ogeechee.  At  that  point  he 
rebuilt  the  wagon  bridge,  partially  destroyed,  and  also  laid  a  pontoon 
bridge  across  the  river. 

December  1,  the  three  columns  moved  as  follows :  The  lower  on  the 
Statesborough  road,  the  middle  upon  the  Savannah  road,  and  the  left 
along  the  Georgia  Central  Bailroad,  destroying, it  en  route.  The  two 
right  columns  encamped  opposite  Station  No.  8,  General  Woods  secur¬ 
ing  and  repairing  the  wagon  bridge  across  the  Ogeechee  at  that  point. 
A  small  force  crossed  over  and  made  a  break  in  the  railroad  and 
destroyed  the  depot.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  succeeded  in  reaching  Sta¬ 
tion  No.  9.  December  2,  the  columns  preserved  the  same  order  of 
march.  General  Blair  reached  Millen,  having  completely  destroyed 
the  railroad  up  to  that  point,  including  the  large  depot,  and  consider¬ 
able  lumber,  railroad  ties,  &c.  The  middle  column  encamped  near 
Clifton’s  Ferry,  having  thrown  a  bridge  over  the  Ogeechee  at  that 
point,  and  sent  a  brigade  of  General  Corse’s  division  to  assist  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  in  breaking  up  the  railroad.  In  addition  to  the 
above.  Scull’s  Creek,  a  wide  stream  too  deep  to  be  forded,  was  carefully 
bridged  in  two  places.  Our  scouting  parties  hurried  on  to  Scarborough, 
a  little  below,  and  seized  a  mail,  which  gave  us  Savannah  papers  of 
that  day.  December  3,  the  Fifteenth  Corps  remained  in  position, 
excepting  that  two  brigades  of  General  Corse’s  division  crossed  the 
riv(‘r  and  aided  the  Seventeenth  Corps  in  destroying  the  railroad  from 
IMillen  to  Scarborough.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  came  up  abreast, 
encamping  near  Station  No.  7.  December  4,  the  central  column 
marched  to  Wilson’s  Creek ;  the  left  reached  Station  No.  having 
continued  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  up  to  that  point;  the  right 
proceeded  as  far  as  Statesborough,  Ilazen’s  division  leading  encoun¬ 
tered  a  small  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  said  to  be  400  strong,  and 
had  a  successful  skirmish  with  them.  The  road  being  boggy,  he  was 
obliged  to  corduroy  several  long  stretches  during  the  day.  December 
5,  the  two  columns  of  the  Fifteentli  Corps  moved  along  their  respec¬ 
tive  roads,  to  a  i^osition  nearly  opposite  Station  No.  3.  1  was  with  the 

central  column,  and  hearing  that  some  resistance  was  offered  to  Gen- 
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era!  Blair  near  Ogeecbee  Church,  I  caused  a  feint  of  crossing  the 
Ogeechee  to  be  made  at  Flat  Ford.  Some  men  were  thrown  over  in 
boats,  but  no  bridge  was  laid.  General  Sherman  detained  General 
Blair  near  Station  No.  4^  for  the  Left  Wing  to  come  up.  December  G, 
reconnaissances  were  made  toward  Wright’s  Bridge  and  the  bridge  at 
Eden  Station  (Jenks’  Bridge)  with  a  view  to  saving  them,  if  possible. 
Colonel  Williamson’s  brigade,  of  General  Woods’  division,  reached  the 
former  in  time  to  save  much  of  the  timber,  but  all  the  planking  and 
several  of  the  trestles  were  already  burned.  He,  however,  constructed 
a  foot  bridge  and  crossed  over  a  small  force,  which  he  pushed  forward 
toward  the  railroad.  A  small  detachment  went  as  far  as  the  Twenty- 
Mile  Station,  and  returned  skirmishing  all  the  way.  This  brigade 
skirndshed  considerably  with  the  enemy  near  night.  Colonel  Oliver’s 
brigade,  of  Hazen’s  division,  made  the  reconnaissance  to  Jenks’ 
Bridge,  but  found  the  bridge  destroyed.  I  sent  an  officer  (Lieutenant 
Harvey)  with  a  select  party  to  strike  the  Gulf  railroad,  but  he  found 
the  bridge  across  the  Cannouchee  burned,  and  the  approaches  were 
guarded  by  rebels,  so  that  he  was  compelled  to  return  without  doing 
the  work.  Another  party  also  sent  to  try  for  a  point  higher  up  the 
Cannouchee  for  the  same  purpose  was  not  yet  heard  from.  December 
7,  my  command  moved  as  follows:  The  First  Division  (General 
Woods)  remained  at  Wright’s  Bridge,  except  one  brigade  of  infan¬ 
try  that  crossed  the  foot  bridge  and  marched  down  the  east  bank  of 
the  Ogeechee  toward  Eden  Station.  On  the  arrival  of  the  pontoon  at 
Jenks’  Bridge,  the  chief  engineer  (Capt.  0.  B.  Keese),  finding  the 
enemy  on  the  other  bank,  threw  over  a  regiment  of  Colonel  Oliver’s 
brigade  and  cleared  the  way.  The  bridge  was  immediately  laid.  Gen¬ 
eral  Corse’s  division  had  arrived  by  this  time.  One  brigade  (General 
Rice  commanding)  crossed  over,  met  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  some  500 
yards  beyond,  drove  them  in,  and  routed  a  battalion  of  rebels  behind 
rail  piles  in  a  very  handsome  manner,  capturing  17  i)risoners  and  kill¬ 
ing  and  wounding  several  more.  He  lost  2  killed  and  2  or  3  wounded. 
This  brigade  then  formed  a  junction  with  General  Woods’ brigade  from 
Wright’s  Bridge,  at  Eden  Station.  General  Hazen’s  division  moved 
on  to  Black  Creek,  sending  forward  Colonel  Oliver’s  brigade  to  the 
Cannouchee.  The  rest  of  the  corps  was  encamped  near  Jenks’  Bridge. 
The  Seventeenth  Corps  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Station  No.  3, 
ceasing  to  destroy  the  railroad  after  leaving  Ogeechee  Church.  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  by  the  map  there  aiipeared  to  be  a  road  between  the  Big  and 
Little  Ogeechee  Rivers.  As  the  enemy  was  reported  in  some  force  near 
the  Twelve-Mile  Post,  having  a  line  of  works  in  his  front,  I  resolved  to 
turn  his  position  by  sending  two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  down 
the  west  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  which  were  to  force  a  crossing  of  the 
Cannouchee  and  send  forward  sufficient  force  to  break  the  Gulf  railroad 
and  secure,  if  possible,  King’s  Bridge,  over  the  Ogeechee,  about  a  mile 
above  the  railroad;  also,  to  reconnoiter  with  one  division  between  the 
Ogeechee  Rivers.  The  movement  on  the  rigid  bank  led;  General 
Osterhaus,  in  person,  conducted  it  with  his  First  and  Second  J  )ivisions. 
I  accompanied  General  Corse,  who  found  a  good  ridge  road  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Big  Ogeechee.  We  came  upon  some  carefully  constructed 
works  some  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Station  No.  2,  but  they  were 
abandoned.  The  road  was  obstructed  with  trees  at  several  points,  but 
the  obstructions  were  so  quickly  remoAxd  by  the  pioneers  that  the  col¬ 
umn  did  not  halt.  On  reaching  the  Savannah  Canal  we  found  the 
canal  bridge  burned.  A  new  one  was  made  in  less  than  half  an  hour. 
The  Ogeechee  bridge  near  the  canal’s  mouth,  called  Dillon’s,  was  almost 
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conij)letely  destroyed;  but  Dillou’s  Ferry,  a  mile  and  a  half  above,  I 
found  practicable  for  a  pontoon  bridge.  General  Corse  sent  forward 
a  reconnaissance,  which  found  the  enemy  in  force  at  the  junction  of 
this  road  with  King’s  Fridge  and  Savannah  road.  General  Osterhaus 
effected  a  crossing  of  the  Oannouchee  with  a  couple  of  brigades,  as 
directed.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  meanwhile  moved  up  abreast  of 
Station  Ko.  2,  having  much  corduroying  to  do  and  many  obstructions 
to  clear  away.  After  reaching  the  canal,  I  returned  to  the  Station  No. 
2  and  communicated  with  General  Sherman  in  person.  He  was  glad  of 
the  results  of  the  reconnaissance,  but  directed  me  to  allow  General 
Blair  to  continue  on  the  Louisville  road. 

The  next  day  (December  9)  the  Seventeenth  Corps  came  upon  the 
enemy  in  rifle-pits  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Station  Ko.  2.  General 
Blair  drove  the  rebels  from  them,  but  soon  came  uj^on  an  intrenched 
line  with  guns  in  position.  At  this  place  the  road  led  through  a  dense 
swamp  covered  with  wood  and  undergrowth  peculiar  to  this  region. 
The  swamp  was  apparently  impassable,  yet  (feneral  Blair  moved  three 
lines  of  battle,  preceded  by  a  skirmish  line,  along  on  the  right  and  left 
of  the  road  for  some  two  or  three  miles,  occasionally  in  water  knee- 
deep.  He  drove  the  enemy  from  every  x)osition  where  he  made  a  stand, 
and  encamx)ed  for  the  night  near  Station  Ko.  1.  The  Fifteenth  Corps 
marched  as  follows:  The  detached  brigades  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
Savannah  and  Gulf  Railroad  at  different  points  and  destroying  it.  The 
Third  Division  (General  John  E.  Smith)  closed  up  on  General  Corse  at 
the  canal.  As  soon  as  he  was  within  supporting  distance  General  Corse 
moved  forward  toward  Savannah.  He  encountered  about  600  rebel 
infantry  with  two  xneces  of  artillery  near  the  cross-roads.  His  ad¬ 
vanced  brigade  quickly  dislodged  them,  capturing  one  piece  of  artillery 
and  several  prisoners.  He  followed  them  uj)  across  the  Little  Ogeechee, 
and,  by  my  direction,  took  uj)  a  strong  position  about  twelve  miles  from 
Savannah,  and  sent  a  detachment  which  broke  the  Gulf  railroad.  His 
advance  crossed  the  Little  Ogeechee  and  halted  about  eight  miles  from 
the  city.  King’s  Bridge  had  been  burned  by  the  rebels.  All  the 
enemy’s  force  was  withdrawn  from  Osterhaus’ front  in  the  morning, 
except  the  independent  garrison  at  Fort  McAllister,  situated  on  the 
right  bank  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ogeechee.  During  the  day  that 
section  of  the  lumtoon  bridge  which  had  been  with  General  Blair’s  col¬ 
umn  was  sent  to  Dillon’s  Ferry,  near  Fort  Argyle,  and  laid  across  the 
Ogeechee,  thus  substantially  uniting  my  two  right  columns. 

December  10,  the  entire  command  closed  in  on  the  enemy’s  works 
whi(di  covered  Savannah — General  Osterhaus  with  the  right  column, 
consisting  of  General  Corse’s  division,  followed  by  General  Hazen, 
on  the  King’s  Bridge  road;  the  central  column,  consisting  of  Gen¬ 
eral  John  E.  Smith’s  division,  followed  by  General  Woods;  and  the 
left.  General  Blair’s  cor])s,  Major-General  Mower’s  division  in  advance. 
These  several  columns  struck  the  enemy’s  lines  simultaneously  with 
tlie  Left  Wing  of  the  army.  The  nature  of  the  country  was  such  as  to 
render  the  apjuoaches  to  that  front  extremely  difficult.  By  means  of 
the  canal  and  the  Little  Ogeechee  River  he  was  able  to  flood  the  coun¬ 
try;  besides,  the  great  i)ortion  of  the  front  was  a  marsh,  with  a  deep 
stream  winding  through  it,  under  the  cover  of  a  number  of  batteries 
of  the  enemy.  Pursuant  to  S])ecial  Field  Orders,  No.  130,  from  your 
headquarters,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  sim])ly  gained  ground  to  the 
right.  With  regard  to  o])ening  communication  with  the  fleet,  the  engi¬ 
neer  department,  under  direction  of  Cai)t.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer, 
was  instructed  to  rebuild  King’s  liridge,  which  was  effected  by  the 


72  OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA.  [Chap.  LVI. 

morning  of  the  13th.  The  work  was  a  remarkable  one  (being  com¬ 
pleted  ill  about  two  days’  time),  considering  there  was  little  left  of  the 
old  bridge  except  the  posts.  The  bridge  measured  1,000  feet  in 
length.  The  general-in-chief  in  the  above  order  had  directed  General 
Kilpatrick  to  aid  me  in  opening  communication  with  the  fleet.  I  there¬ 
fore  sent  him  across  the  pontoon  bridges  near  Fort  Argyle  to  recon- 
noiter  Fort  McAllister  and  the  inlets  in  that  vicinity,  and,  if  i>ractica- 
ble,  to  take  the  fort.  General  Sherman  himself  subsequently  modifled 
these  directions,  ordering  Kilpatrick  not  to  assault  the  works.  General 
Hazen,  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  was  directed  to  hold  his  division  in  read¬ 
iness  to  cross  King’s  Bridge  the  moment  it  was  completed  and  take  Fort 
McAllister.  General  Kilpatrick  made  his  reconnaissance  on  the  12th, 
drove  in  the  outposts  at  McAllister,  and  reported  the  fort  defended  by 
a  garrison  of  some  200  men,  with  several  heavy  guns  bearing  on  the 
land  approaches. 

The  morning  of  the  13th  1  accompanied  General  Sherman  to  Doctor 
Cheves’  rice  mill,  where  we  had  McAllister  full  in  view.  At  the  rice 
mill  a  section  of  De  Gress’  battery  was  flring  occasional  shots  at  the 
fort  opposite,  three  miles  and  a  half  distant,  as  a  diversion,  having 
for  its  principal  object,  however,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  fleet. 
During  the  day  we  watched  the  fort  and  the  bay,  endeavoring  to  catch 
glimpses  of  the  division  moving  upon  the  work  and  of  vessels  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fleet.  About  midday  the  rebel  artillery  at  McAllister 
opened  inland,  firing  occasionally  from  three  or  four  diflerent  guns, 
and  by  our  glasses  we  could  observe  flazeif  s  skirmishers  flring  on  the 
fort.  About  the  same  time  a  movable  smoke,  like  that  from  a  steamer, 
attracted  our  attention  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ogeechee.  Signal  com¬ 
munication  was  established  with  General  Hazen,  who  gave  us  notice 
that  he  had  invested  the  fort,  and  also  that  he  observed  the  steamer. 
General  Sherman  signaled  him  from  the  top  of  the  old  rice  mill  that 
it  was  important  to  carry  the  fort  by  assault  to-day.  The  steamer  had 
now  approached  near  enough  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  fort  when  her 
signal  flag  was  descried.  Captain  Mc(flintock,  aided  by  Lieutenant 
Sampson,  signal  oflicers,  si)eedily  communicated  with  the  vessel,  which 
proved  to  be  a  tug  sent  by  General  Foster  and  Admiral  Dalilgren  for 
the  purpose  of  communicating  with  us.  Just  as  the  signal  officer  of 
the  vessel  inquired  if  the  McAllister  was  ours,  we  noticed  a  brisker  fire 
at  the  fort,  and  our  flags  and  men  passing  the  abatis,  through  the 
ditch  and  over  the  parapet,  and  then  we  saw  the  men  fire  upward  in 
the  air,  and  could  distinctly  hear  their  cheer  of  triumph  as  they  took 
possession  of  the  fort.  It  was  a  gallant  assault.  General  Hazen  lost, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  about  90  men;  of  the  garrison,  between  40 
and  50  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  rest  captured.  There  were  22  guns 
of  various  descriptions,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  captured 
in  the  fort.  That  night  T  acconq^anied  General  Sherman  in  a  small 
boat  on  a  visit  to  General  Hazen,  to  the  fort,  and  thence  down  the  river 
to  the  steamer.  Here  we  learned  that  Captain  Duncan  and  the  two 
scouts  tliat  I  had  sent  down  the  Ogeechee,  on  arriving  at  the  Savannah 
canal,  had  succeeded  in  passing  all  obstructions  and  reached  the  fleet, 
and  communicated  Avith  Admiral  Dahlgren.  Until  now  I  had  been 
uncertain  as  to  the  fate  of  the  i)arty.  After  the  general  had  Avritteu 
several  dispatches,  we  returned  to  General  Hazen’s  quarters,  feeling 
that  our  expedition  had  been  coin|)letely  successful,  our  supplies  sure, 
and  the  possession  of  Savannah  not  fiir  distant.  It  having  been  inti¬ 
mated  that  our  future  plans  would  be  modilied  by  specific  instructions 
from  theCommander-in-Chief,  General  Sherman  and  his  officers  became 
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anxious  to  crown  our  success  by  the  capture  of  Savannah.  In  order  to 
accomplish  this  every  exertion  was  made.  Heavy  guns  were  brought 
from  Hilton  Head  and  McAllister  and  placed  in  position,  the  liiu-s 
were  worked  up  closer  to  the  enemy,  along  the  dikes,  good  batteries 
constructed  for  small  guns,  and  every  part  of  the  front  of  Generals 
Osterhaus  and  Blair  thoroughly  reconnoitered;  light  bridges  were 
constructed  and  fascines  made,  so  as  to  span  the  streams  and  fill  up  the 
ditches;  in  brief,  every  possible  preparation  was  made  to  assault  the 
enemy’s  works.  The  same  was  the  case  along  General  Slocum’s  front. 
Two,  at  least,  of  my  division  commanders  felt  perfectly  confident  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  case  the  assault  should  be  made.  While  these  preparations  were 
going  on,  the  general-iu-chief,  having  demanded  the  surrender  of 
Savannah  on  the  18th  instant,  and  having  been  refused,  had  gone  to  the 
fleet  in  order  to  secure  co-operation  from  the  admiral  and  General  Fos¬ 
ter  in  the  contemplated  attack.  He  left  directions  to  get  ready,  but 
not  to  strike  till  his  return. 

The  morning  of  the  21st,  about  sunrise,  Brigadier-General  Leggett 
reported  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  his  front.  Soon  the  same  re¬ 
port  came  from  General  Slocum  and  from  other  officers.  General  Slo¬ 
cum  moved  at  once  and  took  possession  of  Savannah,  the  enemy  hav¬ 
ing  withdrawn  to  the  South  Carolina  shore.  He  had  abandoned  heavy 
guns  in  all  the  works  on  my  front,  in  town,  and  at  the  different  forts  on 
the  coast.  Until  now  our  depot  had  been  at  King’s  Bridge,  where  the 
army  had  built  a  good  wharf  and  corduroyed  the  main  road  thereto 
from  our  front  for  the  most  of  the  way.  Besides,  the  railroad  between 
the  Ogeechee  and  the  Altamaha  was  completely  destroyed — Brigadier- 
General  Hazen  having  the  eastern  and  Major-General  Mower  the  west¬ 
ern  half.  This  work  was  completely  done,  as  directed  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  Ko.  133,  from  your  headquarters. 

I  have  oidy  attempted  to  touch  ujion  the  work  really  accomplished 
by  the  Bight  Wing  of  the  army,  and  have  purposely  abstained  from  dis¬ 
cussing  the  contemplated  objects  of  the  campaign.  The  former  is  best 
told  in  the  accompanying  statistical  record,  and  the  latter  are  already 
evinced  in  the  growing  confidence  of  our  army  in  a  speedy  and  com¬ 
plete  success. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Major-General  Osterhaus, 
commanding  Fifteenth  Corps,  for  his  great  activity  and  energy  displayed 
during  the  entire  campaign. 

To  Major-General  Blair,  commandiiig  Seventeenth  Corps,  I  feel  spe¬ 
cially  indebted  for  his  hearty  co-operation  at  all  times,  and  for  his  suc¬ 
cessful  accomplishment  of  the  work  allotted  to  his  command. 

1  here  name  again  the  division  commanders:  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Woods,  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D. 
Leggett,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse,  Brig.  Gen. 
Giles  A.  Smith.  1  cannot  express  too  high  commendation  of  these  ofifi- 
^cers,  who  have  worked  vigorously,  early  and  late,  without  flagging,  to 
keej)  their  commands  in  order,  to  accomplish  the  marches,  to  bridge 
creeks  and  rivers,  to  fight  battles,  destroy  railroads;  in  short,  who  were 
ready,  without  question  or  hesitation,  to  set  on  foot  and  carry  through 
the  varied  labors  given  into  their  charge. 

1  wish  further  to  tender  to  brigade  commanders  and  to  other  officers 
and  soldiers  of  this  army  something  of  the  deep  sense  of  obligation  I 
feel  toward  them,  and  commend  them  to  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
through  him  to  the  country,  for  cheerfulness,  for  constancy,  for  ability, 
and  for  distinguished  gallantry. 


74 


Operations  in  s.  c.,  ga.„  and  fla. 


[Chap. 


Much  praise  is  due  Lieut.  Col.  William  Tweeddale  for  the  aid  he 
afforded  the  chief  engineer  in  building  wagon  and  foot  bridges  across 
the  rivers  that  we  met. 

I  tender  my  thanks  to  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  Major-General  Foster 
for  their  courtesy  and  the  assistance  they  rendered  me  in  the  operations 
near  Savannah. 

I  wish  to  bring  before  the  commander-in-chief  the  names  of  my  staff, 
who  so  materially  gave  me  assistance  during  the  campaign : 

Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong,  assistant  inspector- general  and  chief 
of  staff,  ever  afforded  me  the  most  cheerful  and  ready  assistance.  He 
always  accompanied  one  or  the  other  of  the  columns  en  route,  and  used 
every  exertion  to  have  my  orders  carried  out  in  letter  and  spirit. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  aided  by  Capt.  W. 
Bedford,  were  never  too  weary  to  issue  clear  and  distinct  orders 
after  the  day’s  march,  and  otherwise  constantly  afforded  me  aid  in 
•bearing  dispatches. 

Capt.  C.  B.  Eeese,  chief  engineer,  with  the  assistanee  of  Lieutenant 
Stickney,  have  always  received  my  warm  commendations  for  their 
untiring  activity,  both  in  engineering  and  topographical  duty.  He  col¬ 
lated  information  with  regard  to  different  roads,  furnished  me  good 
maps  when  needed,  and  superintended  the  laying  of  pontoons,  and  the 
rebuilding  of  bridges  over  rivers  and  creeks  in  our  route. 

Maj.  T.  W.  Osborn,  chief  of  artillery,  aided  by  Maj.  M.  Y.  Z.Woodhull, 
assistant  adjutant- general,  and  Lieut.  W.  NT.  Taylor,  aide-de-camp,  were 
constant  in  their  exertions  to  mobilize  the  artillery,  and  keep  the  ani¬ 
mals  and  material  in  perfect  order.  Major  Osborn  always  ably  assisted 
me  in  using  the  artillery  on  the  field,  and  I  always  found  him  and  his 
officers  able  and  hearty  co-operators,  frequently  giving  me  material  aid 
not  connected  with  that  special  department.  Whenever  an  opportunity 
has  afforded,  our  batteries  have  been  located,  intrenched,  and  handled 
in  the  most  skillful  manner.  Quite  brisk  artillery  duels  transpired  after 
our  investment  of  Savannah, where  my  attention  was  more  particularly 
called  to  the  artillery  of  the  command,  and  when  I  have  had  occasion 
to  admire  the  skill  and  bravery  of  its  officers  and  men. 

Maj.  E.  Whittlesey,' judge-advocate  of  the  department,  has  afforded 
me  substantial  aid  by  carefully  revising  all  the  courts-martial  and 
records  of  military  commissions,  besides  doing  ably  other  important 
duties  connected  with  different  departments  of  the  service. 

Capt.  D.  H.  Buel,  chief  of  ordnance,  receives  my  commendations  for 
his  carefulness  in  regulating  the  ordnance  supplies  in  such  manner  as 
to  occasion  me  no  trouble  or  anxiety. 

Capt.  E.  P.  Pearson,  jr.,  commissary  of  musters,  assisted  me  heartily 
in  various  ways  during  the  campaign,  and  always  has  performed  the 
duties  of  his  department  with  fidelity  and  the  clearest  apprehension  of 
its  requirements. 

My  chief  quartermaster.  Col.  J.  T.  Conklin,  has  performed  cheer¬ 
fully  all  the  duties  devolving  upon  him,  omitting  no  exertion  to  procure 
animals  and  forage  as  needed. 

My  chief  commissary,  Lieut.  Col.  David  Bemick,  has  anticipated  the 
wants  of  tlie  command  and  regulated  the  sup])ly  in  sucli  manner  that  no 
real  want  has  been  felt  by  any  soldier  of  this  army  during  our  lengthy 
campaign.  I  commend  him  i’or  cheerfulness,  fidelity,  and  ability,  in 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  department. 

Capt.  D.  W.  Whittle,  assistant  provost-marshal-general,  receives  my 
hearty  approbation  for  his  activity  in  discharging  the  public  duties  of 


Chap.  LVI.] 


THE  SAVANNAH  CAMPAIGN. 


75 


his  department,  for  his  careful  record  and  disposition  of  prisoners,  and 
for  his  unremitting  attention  to  the  comfort  and  interest  of  myself  and 
staff,  while  acting  in  his  capacity  of  commandant  of  headquarters. 

No  department  of  this  army  has  been  better  conducted  on  this  cam¬ 
paign  than  the  medical.  To  Asst.  Surg.  D.  L.  Huntington,  acting  med¬ 
ical  director,  is  due  great  praise  for  his  diligence  and  eminent  success. 
To  him  and  to  Doctor  Duncan,  the  staff'  surgeons,  the  officers  and  sol¬ 
diers  at  headquarters  of  the  army  are  indebted  for  all  the  medical  aid 
they  required. 

Maj.  C.  H.  Howard,  senior  aide-de-camp,  is  commended  for  his  dili¬ 
gence,  in  causing  my  orders  to  be  executed,  in  bearing  dispatches  by 
perilous  and  distant  routes,  and  for  aff'ordiug  me  symi)athy  and  moral 
support  of  one  who  identifies  himself  completely  with  the  interests  of 
the  service. 

Capt.  W.  M.  Beebe,  jr.,  additional  aide  de  camp,  receives  my  thanks 
for  his  generous  assistance,  being  over  anxious  to  undergo  any  risk,  or 
perform  a  gallant  action. 

Capt.  F.  W.  Gilbreth,  aide-de-camp,  is  always  at  the  post  of  duty, 
and  has  spared  no  pains  to  carry  my  orders  promptly,  and  see  them 
executed. 

Lieut.  E.  Blake,  staff*  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  subsistence, 
has  shown  himself  remarkably  efficient,  and  has  often  received  my 
special  thanks. 

Capt.  E.  H.  Kirlin,  chief  of  scouts,  has  carefully  reconnoitered  the 
country  through  Capt.  William  Duncan  and  the  other  scouts,  and  kept 
me  well  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Lieut.  J.  A.  Sladen  has  cheerfully  aided  me,  writing  at  my  dictation, 
bearing  dispatches,  and  keeping  important  records. 

My  recommendations  for  the  promotion  of  general  and  staff  officers 
have  already  been  forwarded  and  will  *be  found  separate  in  duplicate 
accompanying  this  report. 

The  general-in-chief  has  been  enabled,  under  a  Providential  care,  not 
to  be  mistaken  to  conduct  our  noble  army  thus  far  to  results  that  one 
year  ago  seemed  scarcely  possible  of  attainment.  He  has  secured  our 
complete  confidence,  and,  therefore,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to 
express  the  faith  that  it  is  our  mission,  under  his  direction,  to  give  the 
finishing  blow  to  this  hated  rebellion.* 

Please  find  accompanying  this  a  statistical  record  for  the  campaigns. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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Statistical  report  of  property  captured  and  destroyed,  negroes  freed,  and  prisoners  cap¬ 
tured,  try  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  during  the  recent  campaigns  in  Northern  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Georgia,  from  October  4  to  December  31,  1864. 


Ne^^roes  set  free  (estimated  number) .  3,000 


Prisoners  captured  by  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Commissioned  oHicers . . .  32 

Enlisted  men .  515 

- 547 


For  map  accom])anying  tliis  re])ort,  s('c  Plate  LX IX,  Map  5  of  the  Atlas. 
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Prisoners  captured  by  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 


Commissioned  officers. .  2 

Enlisted  men . . .  . .  117 

- 119 


Total  prisoners  captured . 666 

Escaped  Federal  ])risoners: 

Commissioned  officers . 6 

Enlisted  men .  43 

- 49 

Bales  of  cotton  burned  a _ >. .  3,  523 

Subsistence  captured  (viz,  breadstuff,  beef,  sugar,  and  coffee),  at 
Government  cost  of  ration  in  Louisville . $283,202 


Command  started  Ironi  Atlanta  with  head  of  cattle .  1,  000 

Took  up  as  captured  cattle .  10.  500 

- -  11,  500 

Consumed  on  the  trip .  9,  000 


Balance  on  hand  December  18,  1864 
Horses  captured : 

By  Fifteenth  Army  Corps . 

By  Seventeenth  Army  Cor])s . . 

Mules  captured: 

By  Fifteenth  Army  Corps . 

By  Seventeenth  Army  Corps . 

Corn  t 

By  Fifteenth  Army  Corps . . 

By  Seventeenth  Army  Corps . 

Fodder : 

By  Fifteenth  Army  Corps . . 

By  Seventeenth  Army  Corps . 

Miles  of  railroad  destroyed . 


369 

562 


786 
1,  064 


pounds . .  2,  500,  000 
...do....  2,000,000 


pounds. -  2,  500,  000 
...do....  2,000,000 


2,500 

931 

1,  850 

4, 500,  000 

4, 500,  000 
191 


C  Ocmulgee  Mills  (1,500  spindles)  and  large  ainonnt  of  cotton  cloth  burned;  value  not  known. 


I\o.  8. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  M.  McCUntoclc^  V.  S.  Army,  Acting  Chief  Signal 

Officer, 

Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army, 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  detachment  under  my  command  during  the  campaign 
commencing  November  15  and  ending  in  the  occupation  of  Savannah, 
Ga.,  December  21,  1864: 

On  the  1 5th  the  detachment  moved  with  the  army  from  Atlanta  in 
the  following  order,  viz:  With  department  headquarters.  Lieutenant 
Sampson,  acting  adjutant;  Lieutenant  Ware,  acting  assistant  quarter¬ 
master,  signal  detachment,  and  myself.  With  Fifteenth  Corps,  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Sherfy,  Weirick,  Shellabarger,  and  Adams;  and  with  Seven¬ 
teenth  Corps,  Lieutenants  Dunlap,  Worley,  Allen,  and  Kelly. 

During  the  time  from  tlie  deqiarture  from  Atlanta  till  tlie  investment 
of  Savannah  no  line  of  communication  by  signals  was  established  or 
regular  signal  duty  performed,  owing  principally  to  the  unfavorable 
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country  through  which  we  passed,  it  being  densely  wooded  and  quite 
level.  Yet  the  detachment  rendered  valuable  service  upon  the  march 
by  scouting,  carrying  information  regarding  roads,  rivers,  ferries,  &c. 
In  one  instance  a  detachment,  of  which  Lieutenant  Sampson  and  ten 
men  formed  the  greater  part,  was  sent  out  by  the  general  commanding 
to  destroy  a  bridge  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  but  after  proceeding  some 
thirty  miles  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  project,  having  met  the 
enemy  in  greatly  superior  numbers.  A  rocket  code  Avas  also  estab¬ 
lished  by  Captain  Bachtell,  chief  signal  officer  military  division,  for 
the  pur^jose  of  transmitting  information  from  the  different  corps  to 
the  general  commanding  the  grand  army,  and  used  when  occasion  re¬ 
quired. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  under  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  I 
accompanied  a  party  to  reconnoiter  the  country  between  the  Ogeecliee 
Kivers,  with  a  view  of  opening  communication  with  the  ffeet,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  OssabaAv  Sound,  but  failed  to  see  any¬ 
thing  of  our  vessels.  On  the  11th  Lieutenant  Sampson  and  myself  estab- 
lislied  a  station  of  observation  at  a  rice  mill  on  the  Great  Ogeecliee  two 
miles  and  a  half  north  of  Fort  McAllister.  From  this  point  we  obtained 
a  good  view  of  the  rebel  works  on  the  Little  Ogeechee,  also  part  of  the 
sound;  and  to  the  13th  a  strict  Avatch  was  kept  during  the  day,  Avhile 
rockets  were  sent  up  at  certain  intervals  through  the  night  to  attract, 
if  possible,  the  attention  of  any  vessel  that  might  be  in  the  sound  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  sub-detachments,  in  charge  of  Lieutenants 
Sherfy  and  Dunlap,  also  put  forth  their  efforts  in  a  similar  manner,  but 
all  was  apparently  of  no  avail.  On  the  13th  Lieutenant  Sherfy  and 
party  accompanied  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Hazen  commanding,  Avhich  moved  across  the  river  and 
attacked  Fort  McAllister.  U^ion  arriAung  near  the  fort  he  opened  com¬ 
munication  Avith  the  mill  station,  and  during  tlie  engagement  several 
important  messages  Avere  transmitted.  The  rice  mill  being  a  good  posi¬ 
tion  from  which  to  observe  the  operations  at  the  fort,  there  were  conse¬ 
quently  a  number  of  general  officers  assembled  at  this  point,  and  among 
them  Avere  Generals  Sherman  and  Howard.  About  2  p.  m.  a  A^essel  was 
discovered  in  the  sound,  which  finally  moved  up  the  river  to  within 
calling  distance.  We  then  opened  with  her,  and  messages  Avere  then 
exchanged  between  General  Sherman  and  General  Foster  and  Admiral 
Daldgren.  After  the  fall  of  the  fort  Lieutenant  Sherfy  moved  his 
station  to  it,  and  again  established  communication  with  us.  This  line, 
by  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  Avas  to  be  kej)t  open  until 
lurther  orders.  While  in  communication  Avith  Lieutenant  Sherfy  and 
the  vessel  we  received  great  assistance  from  Lieutenants  Ware  and 
Kelly,  Avho  had  arrived  with  the  general  just  before  the  commencement 
of  the  fight  at  the  fort. 

Dn  the  14tli  Lieutenant  Sampson  and  myself  returned  to  headquar¬ 
ters,  leaAdng  Lieutenants  Dunlaj)  and  Kelly  to  work  the  station.  On 
the  17th  I  received  orders  from  Cai)tain  Bachtell  to  extend  the  line  to 
General  Sherman’s  headquarters,  due  north  from  the  fort.  Lieutenant 
Sherfy  was  i)laced  in  charge,  and  opened  it  as  soon  as  ])racticable. 
Length  of  line  Avhen  completed  twelve  miles,  Avith  three  intermediate 
repeating  stations.  On  the  lOth  Lieutenant  Dunlap  reconnoitered  the 
country  betAA^een  the  fort  and  King’s  Bridge,  fifteen  miles  up  the  river. 
At  that  place  supplies  for  the  army  were  to  l)e  landed,  and  communica¬ 
tion  betAveen  the  points  was  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  commis¬ 
sary  and  quartermaster.  On  the  20th,  having  reported  favorably 
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regarding  the  proposed  line,  he  was  instructed  to  open  it,  but  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  the  city  on  the  21st  by  the  Federal  forc^es  rendered  this  line 
useless.  Lieutenant  Sherfy,  however,  Avas  retained,  and  many  impor¬ 
tant  messages  transmitted  until  the  evening  ot  the  22d,  when,  by  order 
of  the  general  commanding,  it  was  broken  up  and  the  officers  with- 
drcAv  to  their  respective  detachments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

-JAMES  M.  McCLINTOCK, 
Captain  and  Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  J.  L.  Nicodemus, 

Commanding  Signal  Corps,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


V  ■  No.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  Remiclc,  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  18,  1864. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  subsist¬ 
ence  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

We  took  from  Atlanta  as  follows:  Hard  bread,  15  days;  fresh  beef,  10 
days;  sugar,  15  days;  coffee,  25  days;  salt,  60  days. 

It  was  thirty-four  days  from  the  time  we  left  Atlanta  until  we  received 
stores,  which  Avould  giA^e  the  following  amount  of  subsistence  taken 
'from  the  country  for  35,000  men : 


Stores. 

Number  of 
days 
rations. 

Quantity. 

Bate  per 
pound. 

Total 

amount. 

Bread  stuif . 

19 

Pounds. 

665, 000 
1,  312.  500 
89,  250 
22, 400 

Cents. 

7  ■ 

$46,  550  00 
196, 875  00 

"Rpps.-S^lh  lAApf  . . . 

30 

15 

Sujiar  . . . . . . . . . 

18 

27 

24,097  50 
15, 680  00 

Coffee  .  . . . 

8 

70 

Total  cost  (Government  price) . 

$283, 202  50 

Our  command  started  -veitli  head  of  cattle .  1, 000 

Took  up  as  captured  cattle . - .  . 10, 500 

11,  500 

Consumed  on  the  trip .  9,  000 

Balance  on  hand . .  2, 500 


I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  very  im])erfect  cooper¬ 
ing  of  packages  containing  stores.  When  they,  are  to  be  transported 
over  long  and  rough  roads  by  wagons,  the  boxes  of  hard  bread  should 
be  bound  Avith  iron  hoops  or  hickory  a\  ithes,  and  sugar  should  be  put 
in  substantial  barrels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  EEMICK, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Com.  of  Sub.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn. 

Maj.  Gen.  O,  O.  Howard. 
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No.  10. 

Report  of  Asst.  Surg.  David  L.  Huntingto^i,  U.  S.  Army.,  Acting  Medical 

Director. 

Medical  Director’s  Office, 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

General  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  a  brief  report  of  tlie  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  during 
tlie  past  campaign,  terminating  in  the  occupation  of  Savannah. 

Previously  to  entering  upon  the  campaign  such  sick  and  wounded 
as  would  not  immediately  be  fit  for  duty,  or  who  were  liable  to  em¬ 
barrass  the  Jiiovements  of  the  army,  were  transferred  to  the  general 
hospitals  at  Chattanooga,  Nashville,  and  beyond.  The  number  thus 
removed  was  748,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  were  recruits  sufiering 
from  measles  and  diseases  incident  to  newly  enlisted  men.  The  army 
has  been  as  well  supplied  with  medical  stores  as  the  authorized  trans¬ 
portation  would  allow.  No  scarcity  has  been  felt,  the  sick  and  wounded 
receiving  everything  necessary.  All  iireparatioiis  being  complete,  the 
army  left  East  Point  upon  the  15th  of  November,  and  upon  the  21st  of 
December  entered  the  city  of  Savannah.  The  average  distance  marched 
daily  has  been  ten  miles  and  two-thirds.  The  sanitary  condition  of 
the  army  has  been  peculiarly  gratifying — the  abundance  of  nutritious 
food,  and  particularly  of  vegetables,  the  fine  weather,  good  roads,  and 
easy  marches,  have  all  proved  most  salutary  to  the  troops.  From  an 
examination  of  the  weekly  reports,  1  find  that  the  average  percentage 
of  men  unfit  for  duty  from  the  15th  of  November  to  the  week  ending 
December  17  has  been  scarcely  2  per  cent,  (in  actual  figures  1.9),  and 
this  including  the  wounded.  During  the  same  period,  32  cases  of  death 
from  disease  have  occurred,  and  29  men  have  died  from  wounds,  the 
greater  part  of  this  number  dying  within  three  days  after  the  receipt 
of  the  injury.  On  the  third  day’s  march  one  mild  case  of  varioloid  was 
reported.  Immediate  directions  were  given  to  vaccinate  all  who  had 
been  exposed,  also  all  as  to  whom  any  doubt  existed  as  to  their  having 
been  vaccinated.  No  further  case  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  Two 
cases  of  fractured  thighs  were  left  on  the  road,  it  being  deemed  im¬ 
practicable  to  transport  them. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  near  Macon,  the  lines  held  by  troops  of  the 
First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Cori)S,  were  attacked  by  the  rebels. 
After  gallantly  repelling  the  assault,  our  loss  was  found  to  be  13  killed 
and  40  wounded.  The  wounded  Avere  transported  in  ambulances  190 
miles,  and  have  done  remarkably  Avell,  many  of  the  slighter  cases  hav¬ 
ing  already  returned  to  duty.  At  the  passages  of  the  Oconee  and 
Ogeechee  Eivers  skirmishing  occurred,  but  Avitli  very  trifling  injury 
to  us. 

On  the  13th  of  December  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division,  Fif¬ 
teenth  Army  Ooips,  assaulted  and  gallantly  carried  Fort  McAllister, 
A\  ith  a^oss  of  12  killed  and  80  Avounded.  The  major  part  of  the  casual¬ 
ties  occurred  from  the  torpedoes  Avhich  Avere  placed  in  and  about  the 
Avorks.  The  Avounds  thus  inflicted  Avere  generally  of  a  grave  nature. 

On  the  19th  of  December  the  hospital  transport  Cosmopolitan 
reported,  and,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  chief  medical  officer 
of  the  military  division,  1  transferrfjd  to  the  hospitals  at  Beaufort,  S, 
C.,  266  cases  of  sick  and  Ayounded. 
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The  casualties  in  front  of  Savannah  were  comparatively  few — 37  men 
wounded,  5  deaths  from  Avouuds.  Fortunately,  the  season  of  the  year 
has  xmevented  any  considerable  increase  of  sickness  while  we  were 
detained  in  the  low  and  swampy  grounds  environing  the  city. 

On  the  23d  of  December  1  transferred  to  hospital  at  Beaufort,  S. 
C.,  under  directions  from  Surg.  John  Moore,  U.  S.  Army,  the  sick 
and  wounded  of  General  Hazen’s  division  (Second  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Cori)s),  and  at  the  same  time  the  wounded  Confederate  prisoners 
of  war,  amounting  in  all  to  150  cases. 

On  takiug  possession  of  Savannah,  directions  were  given  to  continue 
the  division  hospital  organization,  the  number  of  the  sick  hardly 
warranting,  for  the  x)resent,  a  greater  expansion.  Preparations  have 
been  made,  or  are  in  progress,  by  which  the  sick  of  the  diflerent  divis¬ 
ions  will  be  comfortably  placed  in  buildings  through  the  city.  Abun¬ 
dant  supplies,  both  medical  and  sanitary,  are  open  to  us  at  Hilton 
Head,  and  prei)arations  are  now  going  on  for  fully  equipping  the 
medical  department  with  an  ample  supply  of  necessary  articles. 

RECAPITULATION. 


Average  percentage  of  men  unlit  for  duty  during  the  campaign.. . . . .  1. 9 

Number  wounded  on  campaign .  196 

Deaths  from  disease  on  campaign . :: .  32 

Deaths  from  wounds  on  campaign .  29 

Left  on  road  from  necessity .  2 

Sick  and  wounded  transferred  to  hospitals  at  Beaufort,  S.  C . • _  386 

Wounded  Confederate  soldiers  transferred  to  hospital  at  Beaufort .  30 


At  Hillsborough  I  came  into  possession  of  the  names  of  certain 
soldiers  belongiug  to  General  Stoneman^s  command,  who  had  been 
wounded  and  left  at  or  near  Hillsborough,  and  afterward  died.  A  list 
of  these  men  is  appended.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  feel  convinced 
that  they  were  well  and  kindly  treated.  They  have  all  been  buried  in 
or  about  Hillsborough. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  zealous,  faithful, 
and  untiring  care  which  our  sick  and  wounded  have  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  medical  officers  of  this  army.  The  length  of  march  has 
made  it  a  difficult,  if  not  hazardous,  matter  to  transport  men  badly 
wounded  in  ambulances;  but  the  result  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and 
the  admirable  condition  of  the  wounded  reflects  much  credit  upon 
those  whose  industry  and  skill  have  so  greatly  i^romoted  this  result. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  HUNTINGTON, 

Asst.  Surg.^  U.  8.  Army.,  Actg.  Med.  Director,  Dept,  of  the  Tenn. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Department  and,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


List  of  men  belonging  to  General  Stonemaifs  command  who  died  of  \ 
wounds  at  or  near  Hillsborough,  Ga. :  John  Smaltz,  private.  Company  J 
D,  Fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Cavalry;  H.  L.  Ives,  sergeant,  Company  G,  .i 
Eighth  Micliigan  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Andrew  J.  Catron,  sergeant,  ^ 
Company  L,  First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry;  William  Farmer,  i 
private,  Comi)any  L,  First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Benjamin  | 
8harj),  private.  Company  A,  First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Lieu*  | 
tenant  Humphrey,  First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry.  I 
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No.  11. 

Beports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaus,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fif¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

tSavannah,  Ga.,  Pecemher  26,  1864. 

Captain  :  * 

The  orders  issued  regulating  the  inarch  of  the  columns  from  Atlanta 
south  assigned  me  again  to  the  extreme  right,  with  the  privilege  of 
using  one  or  more  parallel  roads,  if  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  columns 
on  my  left  (Seventeenth  Army  Corps).  I  respectfully  refer  the  major- 
general  commanding  to  the  accompanying  map,t  marked  B,  for  the 
routes  taken  by  and  the  camps  of  the  different  divisions  at  the  end  of 
every  day’s  march. 

On  November  15,  1864,  in  pursuance  of  orders  received,  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  left  its  encampments — Generals  Woods,  Smith,  and  Hazen, 
marching  in  one  column  from  Atlanta,  arrived,  via  Bough  and  Beady, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Stockbridgej  General  Corse,  who  had  on  the  previous 
night  reached  the  Chattahoochee  Biver,  was  necessarily  delayed  at 
Atlanta,  receiving  and  issuing  quartermaster’s  stores,  which  were  laid 
apart  for  them,  and  therefore  had  to  halt  for  the  night  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bough  and  Beady.  The  head  of  the  former  columns  (First,  Second, 
and  Third  Divisions)  found  near  the  aforesaid  railroad  station  some 
rebel  pickets,  who,  evidently  surprised  at  our  unexpected  appearance, 
lied.  Near  Stockbridge  the  rebel  general,  Lewis,  with  about  1,000 
mounted  troops  and  one  section  of  artillery,  held  a  position,  but  he  also 
yielded  it  after  a  very  feeble  show  of  resistance.  This  rebel  general 
subsequently  indulged  merely  in  the  destruction  of  bridges  to  oppose 
our  advance,  keeping  his  troops  at  a  very  discreet  distance.  The  First, 
Second,  and  Third  Divisions  were  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Stock- 
bridge,  with  a  view  to  prevent  a  collision  with  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  whose  march  was  also  directed  toward  Stockbridge. 

McDonough  being  the  point  to  be  reached  on  the  16th  of  November,  I 
directed  General  Hazen  (Second  Division)  to  march  on  the  main  road  via 
Stockbridge,  while  Generals  Woods  and  Smith  moved  via  Lee’s  Mills, 
and  General  Corse  was  to  take  a  direct  road  from  his  camp  at  Bough 
and  Beady,  by  Lee’s  Mills,  to  McDonough.  At  McDonough  the  whole 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  was  for  the  first  time  assembled,  and  the 
divisions  in  supporting  distance  of  each  other. 

The  corps  marched  on  November  17  in  one  column  to  Locust  Grove, 
where,  to  facilitate  the  movement,  two  columns  were  formed,  moving 
toward  Planters’  Factory,  on  the  Ocmulgee  Biver — Generals  Woods 
and  Hazen  via  Indian  Springs,  Generals  Smith  and  Corse  via  Jackson. 
On  the  same  day  I  succeeded  in  iiushing  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri 
Infantry  to  that  river,  and  secured  both  banks  for  the  intended  bridges. 
As  soon  as  the  pontoon  could  be  laid  down  at  the  Ocmulgee  Factories, 
General  Smith  crossed  and  took  a  defensive  position  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Ocmulgee  (November  18),  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps  remain¬ 
ing  in  their  respective  camps  until  the  Seventeenth  Coriis  had  crossed. 

At  7.30  a.  m.  November  19  the  Seventeenth  Corps  yielded  the  bridge 
to  us  and  we  commenced  crossing,  General  Hazen  leading.  General 

^  For  portion  of  report  here  omitted,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  740. 

t  Not  found. 

6  R  R_VOL  XL IV 


82 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LYI. 


Smith  had  previously  received  orders  to  inarch  on  the  direct  road  to 
Hillsborough,  Generals  Hazen  and  Woods  were  to  follow  Smith,  while 
General  Corse,  who  brought  up  the  rear,  had  orders  to  march,  via  Mon- 
ticello,  to  Hillsborough.  This  general  was  also  directed  to  destroy, 
before  leaving  the  west  bank  of  the  Ocmulgee,  the  cotton  factory,  &c., 
which  had  been  used  for  military  purposes  by  the  rebel  Government. 
Kain,  very  bad  roads,  and  the  long  trains  of  the  whole  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  including  those  of  the  cavalry,  and  the  pontoon  trains  and 
some  4,000  head  of  beef-cattle,  delayed  General  Corse  considerably. 
His  rear  could  not  leave  the  river  before  next  morning  (November  20), 
and  he  could  march  only  as  far  as  Moiiticello,  while  Woods,  Smith,  and 
Hazen  reached  the  vicinity  of  Clinton  that  day.  General  Kilpatrick’s 
cavalry  had  preceded  us  to  that  jolace  and  left  on  our  arrival  for  Macon. 
Some  rebel  cavalry  kei^t  hovering  around  Clinton,  and  repeatedly  at¬ 
tacked  our  pickets  without  making  any  impression. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  November  21  I  pushed  the  Twenty-ninth 
Missouri  (mounted)  toward  the  Macon  railroad,  with  orders  to  destroy 
the  track,  and  thus  i)revent  the  further  use  of  the  road  for  military  pur¬ 
poses.  Colonel  Gage  struck  and  broke  the  road  at  10  a.  m.  General 
Smith’s  division  marched  the  same  day  from  Clinton  on  the  direct  road 
toward  Gordon,  while  Woods  and  Hazen  moved  toward  Irwinton.  A 
large  force  of  the  enemy  being  reported  at  Griswoldville,  near  which 
place  the  outer  column  (Generals  Woods  and  Hazen)  had  to  pass,  it 
was  considered  prudent  to  move  oidy  the  most  necessary  trains  (ord¬ 
nance)  with  this  exposed  column,  and  give  the  bulk  of  the  trains,  in 
charge  of  General  Smith,  the  inner  route.  The  divisions  of  Woods 
and  Hazen  camped  for  the  night  in  supi^ortiiig  distance  of  each  other 
near  the  Macon  railroad.  The  enemy  showed,  notwithstanding  the 
presence  of  the  large  cavalry  force  of  General  Kilpatrick,  some  temerity, 
and  attacked  the  column  of  Woods  several  times.  As  it  appeared  im¬ 
possible  for  General  Corse’s  division,  with  the  incumbrances  clogging 
his  movements,  to  reach  Clinton  in  time  on  November  21  to  secure  that 
place  against  rebel  assault,  I  ordered  a  brigade  of  Hazeu’s  division 
(Col.  Theodore  Jones)  to  remain  there  until  the  arrival  of  General  Corse. 
Colonel  Jones  was  constantly  annoyed  by  rebel  cavalry.  When  Gen¬ 
eral  Corse  came  up  on  next  day,  he  considered  the  remaining  of  Colonel 
Jones  most  desirable,  and  this  zealous  officer  therefore  held  his  position 
until  all  and  everything  had  safely  gone  by  this  point  of  danger,  and 
then  followed  General  Corse  on  the  direct  road  to  Gordon. 

Your  orders  for  the  22d  of  November  were  to  make  a  demonstration 
against  Griswoldville,  while  our  trains  were  to  be  pushed  on  toward 
Gordon  with  all  the  dispatch  the  terrible  condition  of  the  rutted  roads 
permitted.  I  consequently  ordered  one  brigade  (General  Walcutt’s)  of 
General  Woods’  division  to  move  early  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad 
in  the  direction  of  Griswoldville.  When  I  joined  General  Walcutt  to 
accompany  the  expedition,  I  found  a  brigade  of  General  Kilpatrick’s 
in  his  front,  and  a  portion  of  it,  which  had  tried  to  drive  back  the  rebel 
advance  line,  had  just  come  back  without  having  succeeded.  General 
Walcutt  was  ordered  at  once  to  relieve  the  cavalry,  and  the  advance 
was  sounded.  A  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  supported  by  two  regi¬ 
ments  and  some  cavalry,  which  General  Kilpatrick  had  kindly  fur¬ 
nished,  soon  struck  the  rebels,  who  were  in  line  behind  a  creek,  or 
rather  swamp,  in  an  open  i)ine  land,  and  caused  them,  with  that  ])ecu- 
liar  si)irit  of  our  troops,  to  look  for  tlieir  horses  and  run.  General  Wal¬ 
cutt  kept  pushing  forward,  and  his  men  pursued  in  double-quick  with 
cheers  and  laughter  the  fleeing  horsemeiq  waded  the  creek;  marched 
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through  the  belt  of  timber  beyond  until  they  reached  an  open  prairie- 
like  field,  which  was  in  possession  of  large  rebel  cavalry  forces.  Gen¬ 
eral  Walcntt  halted  here  just  long  enough  to  correct  his  lines,  caution 
his  skirmishers  and  supports  to  be  prepared  for  a  cavalry  dash,  and 
then  they  emerged  into  the  open  field  and  made  for  the  rebels,  who, 
throwing  away  the  best  chance  that  can  be  desired  by  an  intrepid  cav¬ 
alry,  fled  in  confusion.  General  Walcntt  followed  rapidly,  capturing 
many  horses,  equipments,  &c.  When  beyond  Griswoldville  the  rebels, 
who  were  commanded  by  General  Wheeler  in  person,  took  different 
roads;  and  as  I  had  some  knowledge  of  Wheeler’s  way  of  maneuvering — 
which  is  not  formidable  in  the  dash  of  arms,  but  sometimes  successful 
by  great  activity  and  circumspection — I  ordered  General  Woods  to  have 
General  Walcutt’s  command  rallied  and  take  a  defensive  position  near 
the  open  field  mentioned  above.  The  position  selected  was  in  the  edge 
of  the  timber  and  along  a  slight  rise  in  the  ground,  at  the  base  of 
which  a  kind  of  marshy  swamp  formed  a  natural  obstruction  to  the 
approach ;  the  right  and  left  of  the  position  was  pretty  well  secured  by 
swamps,  &c.  Light  breast- works,  built  of  rails,  were  put  up  to  cover 
our  men,  and  a  section  of  artillery  of  Captain  Arndt’s  (First  Michigan) 
battery  was  ordered  there.  These  preparations  were  considered  sufiS- 
cient  to  meet  any  of  General  Wheeler’s  reconnaissances,  which  he 
might  undertake  after  finding  out  that  he  was  no  longer  pressed,  but 
had  to  stand  a  more  severe  trial.  In  the  afternoon  the  rebel  com¬ 
mander  brought  forward  four  brigades  of  infantry  and  a  battery  of 
artillery,  supported  by  a  strong  cavalry  force,  to  dislodge  General 
Walcntt  from  his  position.  For  several  hours  their  attempts  were 
repeated  with  the  greatest  impetuosity.  Their  artillery  threw  a  terrific 
fire  into  the  frail  Avorks  of  Walcntt,  while  their  columns  of  infantry 
marched  in  heroic  style  to  within  fifty  yards  of  our  line.  It  was  all  in 
vain !  Walcntt  and  his  brave  brigade  proved  that  superior  skill,  cool¬ 
ness,  and  valor  made  up  for  the  great  disparity  in  numbers.  When 
night  came  the  enemy  retired,  leaving  over  300  dead  on  the  battle-field 
and  a  number  of  wounded,  who  were  taken  care  of  by  our  medical 
corps ;  also  a  number  of  prisoners  were  taken.  Our  loss  was  compara¬ 
tively  light.  The  brave  General  Walcntt  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of 
shell  during  the  fight,  and  Colonel  Catterson  assumed  the  command  of 
the  brigade. 

During  these  operations  at  Griswoldville  the  division  of  General 
JIazen  had  passed  behind  General  Woods  and  taken  a  defensive  posi¬ 
tion  in  his  support  two  miles  south  of  Gordon.  General  Smith  entered 
Gordon  and  General  Corse  passed  by  Clinton.  A  portion  of  General 
Woods’  command  during  the  day  was  employed  in  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road  track  from  Griswoldville  to  Avithin  three  miles  of  Gordon,  and 
General  Smith,  immediately  after  his  arrival,  put  his  men  to  Avork  to 
meet  General  Woods’  parties.  General  Smith  finished  the  Avork  of 
destruction  in  the  next  two  days. 

General  Ilazen  advanced  on  the  23d  within  seven  miles  of  IrAAdnton, 
and  Woods  intrenched  a  line  south  of  Gordon  commanding  all  the  ap- 
proaclies  from  the  Avest  and  south.  Both  divisions  marched  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  to  IrAvinton.  At  last,  on  November  24,  General  Corse’s  division 
and  the  brigade  of  Second  Division  (Colonel  Jones)  arrived  Avith  all 
the  trains  at  Gordon,  relicAing  us  of  a  great  deal  of  anxiety.  These 
officers  deserve  the  highest  credit  for  their  faithful  execution  of  orders 
under  difficulties  almost  insurmountable.  They  brought  a  train  of  many 
hundred  wagons  fifty  miles  and  over  roads  a\  hose  condition  beggars  all 
description.  General  Corse  encamped  for  the  night  in  the  position 
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vacated  by  General  Woods;  Colonel  Jones  joined  bis  division.  The 
corps  was  to  cross  Oconee  River,  at  Ball’s  Ferry,  consequently  the  four 
divisions  marched  early  on  i^^ovember  25  from  their  respective  camps 
toward  that  point.  Hazen  and  Woods  arrived  at  the  ferry;  Corse  and 
Smith  at  Milton  and  Irwinton,  respectively.  In  order  to  protect  the 
right  dank  of  our  column  during  its  crossing  of  the  river  against  some 
rebel  forces  reported  to  be  at  Big  Sandy  Creek,  the  Twenty- ninth  Mis¬ 
souri  (mounted)  was  stationed  along  that  stream,  with  orders  to  destroy 
all  bridges  and  guard  all  such  points  where  crossing  could  be  effected. 
They  found  some  opposition  at  the  Light  Wood  Knot  bridge,  but  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  destroying  it,  notwithstanding.  When  I  arrived  at  the  Oco¬ 
nee  I  found  there  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  who  reported  the  enemy 
in  position  on  the  east  bank.  A  reconnaissance  condrmed  the  report; 
but  their  number  was  apparently  small,  and,  perceiving  that  we  were 
preparing  in  earnest  to  force  a  crossing,  they  left  during  the  night. 

Bridges  were  laid  in  the  morning  of  November  20,  and  the  corps 
crossed  in  the  following  order:  Corse,  Woods,  Hazen,  and  Smith.  The 
latter  general  had  orders  to  remain  until  the  bridge  was  taken  ui)  and 
the  trains  all  on  the  way.  The  two  leading  divisions  marched  the  same 
afternoon  to  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads,  and  from  there  three  brigades  were 
detailed  on  next  morning  to  destroy  the  Savannah  railroad  to  Sta¬ 
tion  No.  13.  The  remaining  brigades  and  trains  of  these  divisions 
(Woods’  and  Corse’s)  marched  the  afternoon  (November  27)  on  the 
Augusta  dirt  road  to  the  intersection  of  the  Savannah  dirt  road,  with 
orders  to  proceed,  on  November  28,  on  the  latter  road,  to  a  point  near 
railroad  station  No.  11,  and  there  meet  the  divisions  of  Generals  Smith 
and  Hazen.  These  divisions  came  to  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  November  27,  and  I  intended  to  march  with  them  on  next  day, 
by  plantation  roads,  to  the  point  of  meeting;  consequently  all  the  divis¬ 
ions  of  the  corps  encamped  the  next  night  (November  28)  in  supporting 
distance  and  within  seven  miles  of  Station  11. 

On  November  29  Woods  and  Corse  followed  a  very  dim  road  (called 
the  Democrat  road)  to  its  intersection  with  the  Swain sborough  and  old 
Savannah  road.  The  divisions  of  Hazen  and  Smith  marched  on  the 
main  Sandersville  and  Savannah  road  until  they  struck,  one  mile  south 
of  Station  No.  11,  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  who  had  the  right  of 
way.  The  ground  permitting,  I  ordered  a  parallel  road  to  be  cut  for 
about  two  miles  to  a  fork  Avhich  led  into  a  road  that  ran  parallel  to  that 
taken  by  Woods  and  Corse.  The  country  here  is  almost  a  perfect 
wilderness — long-leaved  pines  cover  the  poor  sandy  soil  but  sparely, 
and  exclude  all  other  vegetation  except  where  an  occasional  creek  or 
marsh,  lined  with  narrow  skirts  of  shrub-like  undergrowth,  breaks  this 
monotony;  but  what  makes  the  soil  almost  worthless  for  agricultural 
imrposes  rendered  it  favorable  to  our  operations.  An  energetic  corps  of 
axmen  to  corduroy  roads  across  the  creeks  and  marshes  opens  in  a  short 
time  enough  space  for  any  number  of  columns.  On  November  30,  when 
we  marched  toward  the  little  town  of  Summerville,  the  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  Divisions  moved  part  of  the  way  abreast  of  each  other. 
Generals  Woods  and  Corse  reached  that  day  a  point  within  three  miles 
and  a  half  of  railroad  station  No.  9J.  Generals  Hazen  and  Smith 
halted  at  Summerville.  As  the  accompanying  map*  shows,  there  are  two 
roads  running  substantially  ])aiallel  to  and  south  of  the  Ogeechee  River 
and  the  Savannah  railroad;  they  unite  opposite  Station  No.  2.  Both 
roads  were  represented  practicable,  and  consequently  the  corps  was 
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divided  into  two  columns — Hazen  and  Smith  were  to  marcli  from  Sum¬ 
merville,  via  Statesboroug’b,  to  No.  ‘2;  the  left  column  (Woods  and 
Corse)  on  the  inner  route.  I  took  care  to  regulate  the  marches  daily, 
so  as  to  have  the  columns  always  in  supporting  distance,  and  used  a 
portion  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  (mounted)  to  keep  up  communi¬ 
cation  and  explore  the  intermediate  ground  between  the  columns.  The 
two  columns  crossed  SculPs  Creek  on  December  2,  and  were  ordered 
to  lie  over  on  December  3,  to  give  the  columns  to  our  left  time  to  come 
up  with  us.  The  troops  of  these  columns  were  partly  employed  in 
breaking  the  railroad,  and  in  order  to  assist  this  work,  detachments  of 
General  Woods’  troops  had  crossed  the  Ogeechee,  at  Green’s  Bridge, 
on  December  1  (which  we  had  to  repair),  and  burnt  the  railroad  in  the 
vicinity  of  Station  No.  8. 

Next  day  (December  2)  a  pontoon  was  ordered  to  be  laid  opposite 
Station  No.  7,  and  large  portions  of  the  divisions  of  Generals  Corse  and 
Woods  put  to  work  destroying  the  railroad  there,  which  they  did  most 
effectually  for  many  miles.  On  the  4th  and  5th  of  December  the  two 
columns  continued  their  routes,  bringing  the  left  column  opposite  Guy¬ 
ton  (Station  No.  3),  while  the  right  column  camped  about  four  miles  off 
on  the  headwaters  of  Black  Creek,  December  5.  General  Hazen,  who 
led  the  right  column,  fell  in  on  both  days  with  a  force  of  General 
Wheeler’s  cavalry ;  after  a  lively  skirmish  at  Statesborough,  the  rebels 
dispersed  and  did  not  make  their  appearance  any  more.  The  next  day 
the  corps  had  to  lie  over  again ;  but  very  early  in  the  morning  I  pushed 
the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  forward  to  secure  the  crossing  of  the  Ogee¬ 
chee  River,  near  Station  No.  2  (at  Wright’s  and  Jenks’  Bridges).  We 
found  the  bridges  burnt.  I  ordered  at  once  a  foot  bridge  to  l3e  con¬ 
structed  on  the  remains  of  Wright’s  Bridge,  and  directed  (feneral 
Woods  to  send  one  brigade  to  the  bridge  and  hold  it.  The  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  brigade  (Colonel  Williamson)  threw  a  regiment  across 
the  Ogeechee,  and  constructed  on  the  east  side  breast- works,  and  then 
pushed  a  detachment  of  fifty  men,  under  Captain  McSweeney  (Ninth 
Iowa),  to  the  railroad  with  orders  to  break  it,  and  thus  prevent  the 
enemy  from  re-enforcing  his  troops,  who  opposed  the  advance  of  the 
columns  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Captain  McSweeney  moved  directly 
for  the  railroad  about  two  miles  off*  and  broke  it  in  plain  view  of  a  train 
coming  down  loaded  with  troops.  He  then  fell  back  pursued  by  the 
rebels,  but  he  kept  them  in  check.  When  in  the  evening  the  enemy 
attempted  to  drive  Colonel  Williamson’s  men  from  the  breast- works 
thrown  up  in  the  afternoon,  he  was  repulsed  with  some  loss.  Our  ap- 
l)earance  on  the  flank  of  the  rebels  drew  their  attention  to  the  lower 
crossing,  and  they  sent  a  detachment  of  infantry  to  Jenks’  Bridge, 
three  miles  below  Wright’s. 

The  next  morning  (December  7)  the  divisions  of  Generals  Woods, 
Smith,  and  Corse  were  concentrated  near  Jenks’  Bridge.  General 
I  lazen  was  ordered  to  send,  by  way  of  a  diversion,  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Oliver,  which  had  been  pushed  on  the  day  previous  toward  Jenks’ 
Mridge,  to  the  Cannouchee  and  take  possession  of  the  bridge  near  Bryan 
Court-House;  Avith  the  rest  of  his  command  General  Hazen  was  to  fol- 
loAv  Colonel  Oliver’s  brigade  as  far  as  Black  Creek.  When  Colonel 
Oliver  Avithdrew  in  the  morning  frotn  Jenks’  Bridge  he  left  the  Ninetieth 
Illinois  (Colonel  Stuart)  there  to  watch  the  rebels  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river.  General  Corse  on  his  arrival  at  Jenks’  Bridge  found  Colonel 
Stuart  behind  a  line  of  rifle-|)its,  livelily  disputing  the  crossing.  To 
re-enforce  Colonel  Stuart  one  section  of  Arndt’s  battery  Avas  brought 
into  position  and  opened.  They  succeeded  in  keeping  the  rebels  under 
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cover  while  some  pontoons  were  launched,  and,  manned  by  the  Ninetieth 
Illinois  (Colonel  Stuart),  crossed  the  river.  As  soon  as  a  boat-load  of 
men  got  a  foothold  on  the  other  bank  the  rebels  fell  back  to  a  line  of 
works  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  a  long  dam  or  levee,  which  formed 
the  connection  across  the  swamp  between  the  river  and  the  high 
land.  The  dam  is  about  half  a  mile  long.  Our  poiitoniers  could  lay 
the  bridge  without  being  molested  any  further.  While  this  work  was 
going  on  and  tlie  flood-bridges  in  the  dam  were  repaired,  General 
Corse  crossed  a  portion  of  his  command  in  boats,  and  they  worked  their 
way  through  the  swamp  and  the  thick  woods  toward  the  rebel  positiou. 
To  tacilitate  their  dislodgment  General  Woods  was  ordered  early  in 
the  morning  to  push  Colonel  Williamson’s  whole  brigade  across 
Wright’s  Bridge  above  and  try  to  strike  the  enemy’s  flank.  When  the 
pontoons  were  laid  I  ordered  the  advance.  The  Second  Iowa  Infantry, 
of  General  Bice’s  brigade  (Corse’s  division),  confronted  the  rebels. 
They  moved  up  in  very  good  style,  pushing  sharply  on  the  enemy’s 
wings,  and  forced  them  very  soon  to  make  for  their  support,  which  was 
intrenched  in  double  line  on  an  elevation  where  the  road  from  Jenks’ 
Bridge  crosses  at  right  angles  the  Wright’s  Bridge  road.  Colonel  Will¬ 
iamson’s  brigade  was  advancing  on  the  latter  road.  When  I  had 
cause  to  believe  this  column  in  supporting  distance,  I  directed  General 
Bice  to  attack  the  rebels  in  their  breast-works.  The  Second  Iowa 
rushed  up  to  them  over  an  open  plain  and  carried  the  works,  killing  and 
wounding  a  number  and  capturing  about  thirty  prisoners.  Colonel  Will¬ 
iamson  arrived  at  the  moment  the  works  were  taken,  and  he  dispatched 
some  companies  to  the  railroad,  while  General  Bice  advanced  on  a 
parallel  road  to  the  station.  The  enemy  fled.  A  portion  of  Corse’s 
division  was  stationed  at  the  railroad  station,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  division  and  Colonel  Williamson’s  brigade  intrenched  and  occupied 
a  line  at  the  cross-roads  mentioned  above. 

In  the  evening  (December  7)  General  Hazen  reported  that  Colonel 
Oliver  had  arrived  at  the  Cannouchee,  but  found  the  bridge  partly  burnt 
and  strongly  defended.  The  crossing  of  the  river  was  deemed  essen¬ 
tial  in  order  to  destroy  the  Gulf  railroad,  which  was  largely  used  by 
the  rebel  authorities  at  Savannah.  Under  orders  from  headquarters 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee  I  moved  next  morning 
(December  8)  toward  Cannouchee  Biver  with  General  Hazen’s  division 
and  that  of  General  Woods’,  except  Williamson’s  brigade,  which  was 
to  occupy  Station  No.  2  until  the  arrival  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps.  After  reconnoitering  the  Cannouchee  Biver  I  brought,  how¬ 
ever,  only  General  Hazen’s  division  to  the  bridge  near  Bryan  Court- 
House,  halting  Woods’  four  miles  north  of  it  at  the  forks  of  the  road 
to  Fort  Argyle.  The  enemy’s  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  Can- 
uouchee  was  naturally  very  strong.  Wide,  impassable  swamps  line 
both  sides  of  that  stream,  and  there  are  but  very  few  points  where  a 
crossing  is  practicable.  There  is  none  below  Bryan  Court-House,  and 
parties  sent  twelve  miles  upstream  could  not  learn  of  another  above. 
From  the  Court-House  a  good  road  leads  to  the  bridge,  but  an  impene¬ 
trable  live-oak  swamp  is  on  the  other  side  of  it.  A  levee  and  three 
bridges,  of  an  aggregate  length  of  800  feet,  lead  through  the  swamp  to 
the  highland;  the  levee  and  bridges  were  swept  by  a  section  of  artil¬ 
lery  and  by  infantry  covered  by  breast- works.  I  was,  however,  informed 
that  there  had  been  an  old  ferry  below  the  bridge,  and  thus  I  hoped  to 
be  able  to  effect  a  crossing  there  if  the  exact  spot  could  be  found.  By 
minute  inspection  of  the  banks  during  the  nigiit  the  landing  of  the  old 
ferry  was  detected,  and  an  expedition  sent  in  a  boat  across  the  river 
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struck  liigli  ground  and  a  rebel  picket.  Our  men  bred  and  created  the 
greatest  alariii  in  the  rebel  camp.  They  opened  with  infantry  and 
artillery  most  vigorously,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  they  left  the  position 
by  2  a.  m. 

The  next  morning  (December  9)  showed  that  tlie  contemi)lated  cross¬ 
ing  at  the  old  ferry,  which  the  rebels  could  not  prevent,  would  have 
exposed  their  flanks,  and,  therefore,  their  sudden  departure.  Troops 
were  crossed  as  fast  as  possible  in  boats,  while  the  damaged  bridge  was 
being  repaired.  I  ordered  General  Hazen  to  send  two  of  his  brigades 
to  the  railroad,  which  was  in  full  work  yet.  One  brigade  marched 
toward  King\s  Bridge  and  Way’s  Station,  the  other  to  Fleming  Station; 
both  with  orders  to  destroy  the  road  as  eflectually  as  possible.  (This 
work  of  destruction  was  afterward  completed  and  extended  for  twenty 
miles  by  General  Hazen.)  The  remaining  brigade  was  placed  in  reserve 
at  the  bridge.  The  expeditionary  brigades  returned  during  the  night 
from  their  work  at  the  railroad,  having,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Missouri  (mounted),  driven  everything  from  the  road  and 
taken  some  prisoners. 

On  the  morning  of  December  8  General  Smith  was  left  in  charge 
of  the  trains  corralled  at  Jenks’  Bridge  (west  side),  and  General 
Corse,  who  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  moved 
his  division  down  the  stream  toward  Dillon’s  Bridge,  which  he  found 
burned,  however,  and  had  to  be  replaced  by  pontoons.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  (9th)  the  general  pushed  on  and  met  some  rebels  at  the 
Savannah  Canal  and  drove  them  back  to  their  main  line,  which  he 
assaulted  and  carried,  taking  1  piece  of  rifled  artillery  and  some  60 
prisoners.  General  Corse’s  report  was  laid  before  you,  and  I  respect¬ 
fully  refer  to  it  for  the  particulars  of  this  brilliant  affair.  General 
Corse  followed  the  rebels  across  Little  Ogeechee  and  to  the  north  fork 
of  it;  but  was  recalled  by  General  Howard  behind  the  Ogeechee,  where 
he  threw  up  a  line  of  defense.  General  Smith,  Avith  the  trains  of  the 
Thiid  and  Fourth  Divisions,  moved  to  the  canal,  and,  early  on  the 
morning  of  December  10,  from  there  up  the  towpath  along  the  canal 
(south  side)  abreast  of  General  Corse,  who  advanced  again  beyond  the 
Little  Ogeechee  on  the  Savannah  road. 

I  left,  on  Decejnber  10,  General  Hazen,  with  orders  to  march  by  way 
of  a  foot  bridge  constructed  at  Dillon’s  Ferry  to  the  support  of  Corse, 
while  General  Woods,  Avith  the  trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Divis¬ 
ions,  moA-ed  across  the  Ogeechee  BiA^er  by  the  pontoon  bridge  near 
Dillon’s  and  closed  on  Smith’s  division  (the  trains  Avereto  be  left  at  the 
canal).  General  Corse’s  advance,  AA^hich  I  had  joined,  found  no  opposi¬ 
tion  west  of  the  north  fork;  but  behind  that  stream,  Avhich  is  rather  a 
Avide  swamp  subject  to  the  influence  of  the  tides,  the  rebel  fortifica¬ 
tions  and  camps  were  stretched  out.  The  rebel  troops  gathered  on  and 
behind  the  parapets,  and  with  their  banners  defiantly  unfurled  awaited 
the  approach  of  our  column.  The  ox)en  and  exposed  ground,  swamps, 
and  stream  in  front  of  the  rebel  Avorks  forbade  all  sudden  attacks,  and 
the  men  of  the  advance  Avere  kept  accordingly  under  cover,  while 
skirmishers  probed  all  along  the  lines  as  closely  and  carefully  as  possi¬ 
ble.  I  ordered  Captain  De  Gress’  20-pounder  Farrott  battery  to  be 
brought  forAvard  in  a  position  from  which  it  could  throAV  an  oblicpie 
lire  into  their  main  AAmrks,  which  covered  the  Savannah  road,  Avithout 
coming  under  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries.  With  Avonted  precision  De 
Gress  landed  his  shots  and  created  great  commotion  in  the  garrison. 
The  pioflles  of  the  Avorks  and  the  traverses  were  too  heavy,  hoAvever, 
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to  inflict  any  serious  damage.  A  section  of  Battery  H,  First  Missouri 
Artillery,  opened  from  an  advanced  position  near  the  Savannah  road, 
covered  only  by  some  trees.  It  caused  the  rebels  to  open  at  once  with 
six  guns  and  great  vehemence;  so  much  so,  that  it  was  not  considered 
prudent  on  our  side  to  continue  the  Are.  The  troops  of  the  four  divis¬ 
ions  were  before  night  in  the  positions  assigned  to  them  and  encamped 
just  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  artillery.  In  pursuance  of  orders 
received  during  the  night,  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  Avas  to  occupy 
the  ground  on  the  right  of  the  Savannah  road,  and  accordingly  in  the 
morning  of  the  llth  of  December  General  Corse  shifted  to  the  right  and 
as  near  the  Gulf  railroad  as  the  march  would  permit.  Woods  occupying 
ground  between  Corse’s  left  and  the  Savannah  road.  General  Ilazen 
camped  d  cheval  of  the  road  about  two  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  front  divis¬ 
ions,  and  General  Smith  moved  to  Station  jS^o.  1,  on  the  Gulf  railroad, 
pushing  his  pickets  forward  on  that  road  and  to  the  right  to  cover 
the  approaches  from  the  south.  These  movements  were  very  difficult 
to  execute  owing  to  the  rain  Avhich  had  converted  the  road  through  the 
marshy  soil  into  a  sea  of  mud  and  quagmire.  To  prevent  serious  delays 
hereafter  I  ordered  the  pioneers  at  once  to  construct  a  double  corduroy 
track  from  our  front  to  the  rear. 

On  the  12th  of  December  I  sent,  on  the  general’s  order,  a  section  of 
20-pounder  Parrotts  and  the  Twenty- seventh  Missouri  Infantry  (General 
Woods’  division)  to  Cheves’  rice  mill,  to  assist  in  some  movement 
against  Fort  McAllister;  and  in  the  night  the  division  of  General 
Ilazen,  with  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  and  the  remaining 
section  of  De  Gress’  20-pounder  Parrotts,  were  ordered  to  march  very 
early  on  the  13th,  via  King’s  Bridge,  to  the  aforesaid  fort  and  take  it. 
Fort  McAllister  Avas  very  strong  and  apparently  Avell  garrisoned.  Gen¬ 
eral  Hazen  arrived  before  it  at  2  o’clock,  and  at  3.45  p.  m.  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  his  arrangements  for  the  assault.  They  proved  to  be  in  keeping 
with  that  noble  soldier.  Wlien  the  advance  sounded  the  brave  men 
rushed  through  a  line  of  torpedoes  and  heavy  abatis,  jumped  into  the 
Avide  and  deei)  ditch,  and  climbed  in  one  heroic  elan,  which  secured 
them  the  fort  after  a  feAv  minutes’  struggle,  but  not  Avithout  a  heavy 
loss,  mostly  occasioned  by  the  explosion  of  the  torpedoes.  TAventy- three 
siege  and  field  guns  and  215  men,  the  entire  garrison,  were  the  imme¬ 
diate  prize  of  the  capture;  but  the  most  important  feature  of  this  vic¬ 
tory  Avas  that  it  opened  communication  Avitli  the  fleet  and  thus  furnished 
to  our  armies  the  necessary  supplies,  and  put  beyond  doubt  the  final 
capture  of  Savannah,  AA^hose  garrison  and  inhabitants  were,  according 
to  all  information,  but  scantily  supplied.  The  Second  Division  gar¬ 
risoned  the  captured  fort.  The  artillery  Avas  ordered  back  to  take  a 
part  in  the  preparatioii  for  the  contemplated  assault  on  the  Ogeechee 
lines,  as  General  Hardee,  the  commander  of  the  rebel  forces  in  SaAuin- 
nah,  had  refused,  on  December  17,  to  surrender.  Generals  Woods  and 
Corse  since  December  13  had  steadily  pushed  their  line  forAvard  and 
Avere  in  close  proximity  to  the  rebel  AA  orks.  All  points  which  otfered  a 
chance  for  crossing  the  SAvamps  and  the  river  betAA^een  our  and  the 
rebel  Avorks  AAcre  looked  iq)  and  most  carefully  studied;  in  fact,  every¬ 
thing  AAuis  done  to  comiflete  our  knoAA  ledge  of  the  difficult  ground  before 
us.  I  caused  a  number  of  substantial  batteries  to  be  throAvn  up.  In 
selecting  the  sites  for  these  th(‘.  princi])al  attention  Avas  ])aid  to  the 
rebel  fort  on  th(‘- ISaAuinnah  road,  AA’here  they  had  a  number  of  heavy 
siege  pieces  in  position,  and  aaTucIi  they  undoubtedly  considered  the 
key  of  their  AAiiole  line.  The  rebels  had  also  a  number  of  batteries 
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fartlier  to  their  left,  and  their  fire  annoyed  Generals  Smithes  and  Corse’s 
lines  to  some  extent;  however,  the  guns  used  in  these  batteries  were 
light  field  pieces,  and  it  appeared  that  the  enemy  thought  their  left 
sufficiently  secured  by  the  natural  obstructions;  at  least,  its  lines  of 
infantry  there  were  weak,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  disturb  this  belief  by 
an  ostentatious  display  of  activity.  The  ground  on  our  side  was  cov¬ 
ered  with  timber,  and  thus  permitted  us  to  prepare  for  any  operations 
that  might  become  desirable  in  perfect  concealment. 

On  the  19th  of  December  1  received  your  orders  to  prepare  every¬ 
thing  for  an  assault  on  December  21.  The  closest  investigation  of  the 
ground  before  us  showed  that  the  stream  could  be  crossed  in  two  places 
(in  addition  of  the  Savannah  road),  Avhere  it  is  but  very  narrow  and  the 
approaches  to  it  practicable.  One  of  these  points  was  in  General 
Woods’,  the  other  in  General  Corse’s  front.  Both  xfiaces  never  had 
drawn  the  enemy’s  attention,  and  parties  of  General  Woods  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Corse  had  gone  across  in  boats  without  being  observed  by  the 
rebels.  Trestles  were  built  and  i)ontoon-boats  gotten  ready;  the  rifle- 
pits  were  pushed  within  150  to  200  yards  of  the  rebel  works.  Major 
Stolbrand,  chief  of  artillery,  brought  ten  pieces  of  artillery  on  and  to 
the  left  of  the  Savannah  road,  keeping  the  remaining  eight  pieces  in 
reserve,  and  in  a  convenient  place  where  they  could  be  ordered  to  any 
point  where  the  contemplated  attack  might  demand  them.  On  the 
morning  of  December  20  an  impression  was  created  that  the  rebels 
were  withdrawing  their  pieces  from  the  fort  on  the  Savannah  road. 
To  prevent  such  an  undertaking  I  ordered  Captain  Zickerick  (Twelfth 
MTsconsiu)  on  the  Savannah  road  battery  and  Captain  Arndt  on  the 
Cemetery  battery  to  open  on  the  fort.  Their  practice  was  splendid. 
The  enemy,  who,  after  considerable  work,  succeeded  in  opening  his 
heavy  batteries,  had  to  cease  firing  very  soon  under  the  terrific  accu¬ 
racy  of  our  guns.  General  Woods’  advanced  line  of  infantry,  which 
w'as  rather  less  than  150  yards  from  the  rebel  main  line,  kept  the 
enemy’s  sharx^shooters  comxfietely  silent  and  behind  their  breast-works. 
This  morning’s  experience  gratified  the  best  hope  of  a  successful  as¬ 
sault  in  the  coming  night,  but  orders  from  General  Sherman  x^ostponed 
the  attack.  During  the  night  of  the  20th  General  Woods’  x^ickets  kept 
the  enemy  closely  under  their  control,  always  fearing  they  would  get 
away,  'llieir  fears  were  correct.  Leaving  their  gnus  and  ammunition 
in  the  fort,  the  rebels  sneaked  away  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
the  Sixth  Iowa  Infantry  entered,  before  daylight,  their  fortifications. 
Savannah  was  ours.  It  x)roved  the  richest  cax^ture  of  the  war.  In  my 
immediate  front  on  the  Little  Ogeechee  and  in  the  portion  of  the  lines 
around  Savannah,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corx)S  on 
the  morning  of  21st  of  December,  forty-seven  guns,  with  all  ammuni¬ 
tion,  were  found,  not  counting  in  the  armament  at  McAllister. 

In  order  to  recapitulate,  1  state  that  since  October  4  to  December  21, 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  had  marched,  in  forty-six  actual  marching 
days,  (>84  miles;  cut,  corduroyed,  and  otherwise  constructed  thirty-two 
miles  of  road,  and  built  1,502  yards  of  bridge;  while  it  destroyed  most 
effiMUually  over  00  miles  of  railroad.  Being  on  an  exx^osed  flank,  the 
corps  had  a  large  share  of  the  fighting  during  the  camx)aign,  and  the 
actions  at  Allatoona,  Griswoldville,  and  McAllister  will  shine  as  bright 
stars  in  the  record  of  the  corx)S. 

Our  losses  in  battle  were  comx)aratively  light,  and  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  thanks  to  the  very  efiicient  and  skillful  medical  corps  under 
the  direction  of  Doctor  Mccolls,  surgeon  of  volunteers,  not  a  single  man 
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of  our  wounded  was  left  beliiiid  and  given  up  to  tlie  mercies  of  a  preju¬ 
diced  enemy.  All  those  poor  sufferers  came  with  us  through  the  wil¬ 
derness  of  Georgia,  and  are  all  doing  well.  It  is  a  consoling  thought 
that  even  the  remains  of  those  noble  martyrs  are  resting  in  soil  which 
soon  will  be  redeemed  from  treason  and  become  our  country  once  more. 
Lists  of  casualties  have  been  forwarded. 

Notwithstanding  we  were  dependent  on  the  country  for  the  subsist¬ 
ence  for  men  and  beasts,  and  large  numbers  of  foragers  were  neces¬ 
sarily  and  constantly  at  large,  the  system  adopted  to  regulate  these 
parties  was  efficient  enough  even  in  the  face  of  ubiquitous  rebel  cav¬ 
alry  on  our  flanks.  The  troops  and  animals  were  more  than  amply  sup¬ 
plied.  At  times  the  men  fared  luxuriously;  and  while  but  very  few  of 
our  men  were  taken  prisoners,  our  foraging  parties  captured  a  consid¬ 
erable  number  of  rebel  officers  and  soldiers;  in  one  instance  they 
secured  the  bearer  of  important  dispatches  from  General  Hardee  to 
General  Wheeler. 

I  cannot  look  back  on  this  campaign  without  feeling  under  the  greatest 
obligations  to  the  officers  under  my  command.  With  the  assistance  of 
Generals  Woods,  Hazen,  Smith,  and  Corse,  there  are  but  few  things 
which  cannot  be  achieved  by  such  officers  and  men  as  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  is  composed  of.  I  had  occasion  before  this  to  bring  the 
services  of  the  above  generals,  and  of  General  Walcutt  and  other 
officers,  officially  to  the  notice  of  the  major-general  commanding  the 
army.  I  here  beg  to  express  my  high  admiration  of  them. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  my  staff,  namely:  Colonel  Fort, 
chief  quartermaster;  Colonel  Carpenter,  chief  commissary  of  subsist¬ 
ence;  Major  Gordon,  acting  senior  aide-de-camp;  Major  Woodworth, 
medical  inspector;  Major  Gillette,  provost-marshal;  Captains  White- 
head  and  Wheeler,  assistant  adjutants-general;  Captain  Hubbard,  act¬ 
ing  aide-de-camp;  Captain  Perkins,  acting  assistant  inspector-general; 
Lieutenant  Dickey,  commissary  of  musters;  Lieutenant  Perry,  acting 
aide-de  camp;  and  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  ordnance  officer.  They  i)er- 
formed  their  arduous  duties  with  great  zeal  and  proved  to  be  reliable 
soldiers. 

To  Major  Stolbrand  I  have  to  acknowledge  important  services  dur¬ 
ing  the  campaign  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps.  Tlirough  his 
energy  and  skill  that  branch  of  the  arms  which  was  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  care  was  in  most  excellent  condition. 

Captain  Klostermann,  the  acting  chief  engineer,  filled  the  position 
with  marked  ability.  He  did  most  valuable  services  in  exploring  roads 
through  the  virgin  forests  of  Johnson,  Emanuel,  Bulloch,  and  Bryant 
Counties,  where  for  miles  and  miles  there  is  no  guide  or  landmark,  and 
the  compass  his  sole  reliance. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  my  subordinate  com¬ 
manders. 

I  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTEKHAUS, 
Major-General^  U.  IS,  Volunteers, 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25^  1864, 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  instructions  received, 
to  report  upon  the  artillery  captured  by  this  command  during  the 
investment  of  Savannah,  Ga. : 


First  Divisiou,  Brig.  Geu.  C.  R.  Woods  commanding: 

32-ponnder  smooth-bores . 12 

8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers .  3 

24-pounder  howitzer .  1 

Total .  16 

Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith  commanding: 

32-ponnder  smooth-bores .  10 

8-inch  howitzers .  4 

10-pounder  columbiad .  1 

12-poiinder  howitzer .  !• 

Total .  16 

Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse  commanding: 

Rifled  6-ponnder .  1 

3-iuch  10-poiinders .  2 

32-ponnders  .  14 

6-inch  rifled  gun .  1 

8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer .  1 

6-inch  smooth-bore .  1 

12-pounders,  brass .  3 

3-inch  guns,  iron .  2 

Total .  25 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Second  Divisiou,  Brig.  Geu.  William  B. 
Hazen  commanding,  captured  at  Fort  McAllister  some  23  guns.  His 
report  will  be  duly  forwarded  when  received. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 

Majiyy-  General, 


Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst,  Adjt,  Gen,,)  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  para¬ 
graph  I,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  192,  series  of  1863,  headcpiarters 
Dej)artment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  an  inspection  has  been  made 
in  the  several  divisions  of  the  corps,  and  all  surplus  stock  turned  over 
to  the  division  (piartermasters  and  by  them  branded  and  regularly 
taken  up  on  their  papers.  I  would  further  invite  your  attention  to  the 
following  statement,  by  divisions,  of  the  number  of  horses  and  mules 
actually  turned  over: 


First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods  commanding .  179 

Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding .  82 

Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding .  212 

Total .  180 
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A  report  has  been  called  for  from  the  Second  Division  as  to  the 
result  of  the  inspection  ordered,  and  as  soon  as  received  an  extract  will 
be  forwarded  to  department  headquarters  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general. 

1  am,  captain,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 

Oapt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Deijartnmit  and  Army  of  the  Temiessee. 


A  B  D  E  ND  A. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  1,  1865. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain  :  In  reply  to  your  request  for  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
bridging  and  corduroying  done  by  the  pioneer  corps  of  the  several 
divisions  of  this  army  corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention 
to  the  reports  of  division  commanders,  herewith  transmitted,  and  a 
consolidated  estimate  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  command¬ 
ing  general  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  corps. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(In  absence  of  the  major-general.) 


[luclosure  No.  1.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeember  31,  1864. 

Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I  respectfully  offer  the  following  report  of  the  amount  of 
corduroying,  &c.,  done  by  my  command  during  the  campaign  just 
closed,  transcribing  from  the  official  report  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  my  pioneer  corps : 


Yards. 

Amount  of  corduroying  (cut  timber) .  6,  754 

Amount  of  foot  bridge  (cut  timber) .  770 

Amount  of  foot  bridge  (rails) .  825 

Amount  of  wagon  bridge  (cut  timber) .  2,  007 


Total .  10,350 

Nearly  six  miles. 


Xew  road  cut,  eleven  miles,  for  teams  and  infantry.  Forts  erected: 
One  on  the  Oconee  River,  0,844  feet  of  dirt  thrown  up;  two  on  Ander¬ 
son’s  plantation,  18,854  feet  of  dirt  thrown  up;  total,  25,098. 

I  am,  major,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

'  CHARLES  R.  WOODS, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosure  Ko.  2.] 


Report  of  amount  of  bridging  and  corduroging  done  b\j  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army 

Corps. 


Date. 

Locality. 

Amount 
of  bridg¬ 
ing. 

Amount 
of  cordu¬ 
roying. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

300 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24  i 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Dec.  1 

2 

Marched  through  McDonough  and  camped  on  Tussahaw  Creek . 

30 

250 

200 

150 

40 

500 

lyLTrclicd  to  Doiidors berg's  plucG  . . .* . . . . 

30 

400 

Marched  through  Clinton  and  caii'ned  six  miles  beyond . > 

GOO 

Marched  to  Dr  Gibson’s  place . i 

400 

Marched  nine  miles'  took  up  position  seven  miles  west  of  Irwinton.. 

100 

\lRrcb6d  to  Irwinton  . - . 

. 

150 

400 

Marched  to  Oconee  River . 

Marched  to  Flucker’s  farm . . . . . . 

1 . 

800 

Marched  to  Irwin’s  Cro.ss-Roads . 

200 

1,200 
2,000 
2,  000 

Encamped  on  the  Little  Ohoopee . . . 

250 

Marched  to  near  Sutherland’s  Mills  . 

ICO 

Marched  to  Summerville . 

150 

2.500 

3.500 
4,  000 
2.  000 

Marched  to  the  junction  of  Jones’  farm  and  old  Savannah  road . 

Marched  to  Scull’s  Creek . . . . . 

200 

250 

3 

4 

100 

Marched  to  Stateshorough . 

200 

4,000 
2,  000 
1,  500 
1,500 
1,  000 

5 

Marched  to  Rroctor’s  farm . 

200 

6 

7 

Marched  to  Brier  Batch  ..  ..  .  . . . 

Marched  to  Black  Creek . 

100 

g 

Marched  to  Bryan  Court-House  . . . . 

9 

Marched  across  the  Cannouchee  River . 

200 

10 

Encamped  ten  miles  from  Savannah . 

250 

Total . 

1,850 

31,  900 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.  | 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  In  compliance  witli  instructions  of  date  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  following  amount  of  bridging  and  corduroying  done  by  this 
division  during  the  past  campaign : 


Date. 


Locality. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


23 

27 

28 

29 

30 
1 
2 
4 
7 


Near  nail's  Ferrj’ . 

East  of  Oconee  Kiver . 

lletween  Irwin’s  Cross-Koads  and  Savannah  road . 

Between  camp  on  Savannah  road  and  Sutherland  s  Mills 

Sutherland’s  Mills  to  Summerville . 

Between  Summerville  and  Cannouchee . 

Cannouchee  and  Scull’s  Creek . 

Between  Scull’s  Creek  and  Statesborough . 

Between  Brannon’s  and  Ogeechee  River . 

Ogcechee  road . 

Road  to  Station  No.  1,  Georgia  railroad . 


Bridging 
and  cor¬ 
duroying. 


Yards. 

1,760 

100 

300 

700 

300 

3.30 

200 

300 

400 

400 

200 


Total 


5,010 


I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- G  enteral. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah j  Ga,j  Dece^nher  31^  1864. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjiitant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.tor:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  corps  headquarters 
this  evening,  I  have  the  lionor  to  forward  the  inclosed  report  of  bridges 
built  and  corduroying  done  by  this  division  during  the  recent  campaign. 
This  report  does  not  include  the  foot  bridges  built  or  the  roads  repaired, 
previously  corduroyed  by  other  divisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 
Brigadier- General.  Commanding. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

lieport  of  Ihe  numhev  of  bridges  built  and  the  amount  of  corduroying  done  by  the  Fourth 
Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  on  the  march  from  Rome  to  Savannah,  Ga. 


No. 


Eonte. 


Amount 
of  cordu¬ 
roying 
done. 


Yards. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
1(5 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
20 

27 

28 


Rome  to  Kingston  .... 
Kingston  to  Allatoona 
Allatoona  to  Marietta  . 


15 

100 

375 


Marietta  to  Turner’s  Ferry . 

Turner’s  Ferry  to  East  Point . . 

East  Point  to  near  McDonough _ 

McDonough  to  near  Jackson . 

Jackso))  to  Ocinulgco . 

()(‘inulgee  to  Mouticello . . 

Monticello  to  Hillsborough . 

Hillsborough  to  ncJir  Clinton . . 

Clinton  to  Commissioner’s  Fork  ... 
Commissioner’s  Fork  to  Gordon  . . 

Gordon  to  Milton . 

Milton  to  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads - 

Irwin’s  Cross-Roads  to  Peacock’s. 

Peacock’s  to  Wrightsvillo . 

Peacock’s  to  Ohoopee . 

Little  Ohoo])ee  to  Slater’s  Mills. . . 

Wrightsville  to  Slater’s  Mills . 

Slater’s  Mills  to  near  Summerville 

Summerville  to  near  Millen . 

Near  Millen  to  Scull’s  Creek . 

Scull’s  Creek  to  Hodges’  farm - 

Hodges’  to  near  Ogeechee . 

Near  Ogeechee  to  Ogeechee  River 

Bloomingdale  to  Caiial . 

Canal  to  Little  Ogecc])ee . 


250 

50 

25 

500 

1,500 

1,200 

1,000 

25 

75 

1,500 

100 

550 

50 

2,000 

1,000 

500 

500 

300 

500 

500 

100 

10 

2,  000 


Total 


al4,  825 


Streams. 


Brinley’s  Creek.. 
Two-Run  Branch 
Allatoona  Creek. 


Branch  Cotton  River  . 


Big  Muddy  Creek  .... 
Cedar  Creek . 


Scull’s  Creek 


Number 

of 

bridges. 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


2 

1 

4 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 


31 


a  44,  475  feet. 


[Tnclosure  No.  5.] 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  f,  1865, 

A  consolidated  estimate  of  bridges  and  corduroy  road  constructed 
by  the  luonccr  corps  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Coi'iis:  First  Division, 
10,915  yards  corduroy  road,  200  yards  bridge;  Second  Division,  10,030 
yards  corduroy  road,  017  yards  bridge;  Third  Division,  5,010  yards 
corduroy  road;  Fourth  Division,  14,825  yards  corduroy  road,  31 
bridges;  total,  47,380  vards. 

II.  KLOSTERMANN, 
Captain,  Engineers,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Beport  of  casualties  in  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  during  the  campaign  in  pursuit  of  Hood 

and  the  Savannah  campaign. 


Command. 

Commissioned 

officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Aggregate. 

1  1 

Killed. 

1 

j  AA^'oended. 

1 _ 

Missing. 

M 

i  Wounded. 

bic 

a 

'S 

First  Oivisi^^  ..  .  . -  - 

(1 

1 

14 

72 

2 

94 

Second  Divi.sion . 

5 

G 

1  ! 

23 

119 

49 

203 

XIddI  TliviQinTi  .  .  .....  . 

7 

21) 

39 

129 

444 

G41 

Fourth  Divi.sion . 

6 

IG 

2 

100 

137 

IIG 

477 

Artillery  Brigade . 

1 

1 

G 

28 

1 

37 

Total* . 

c6 

25 

182  i 

1 

585 

G12 

1,  452 

List  of  casualties  An  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Brig.  Gen.  TV.  B. 
Hazen  commanding),  in  the  assault  on  Fort  McAllister,  December  1S,18G4. 


Command. 

Officers. 

lied. 

P 

OJ 

AAMi 

1 

03 

£ 

O 

o 

inded. 

g 

Aggregate. 

70th  Ohio  . 

6 

36 

48th  Illinois  . . . 

1 

6 

1 

15 

23 

90th  TlHiinis  . 

3 

14 

17 

6th  Alissouri .  . 

i . 

1 

2 

3 

116th  Illinois  . 

!  1 

7 

8 

30th  Ohio  . 

1  1 

7 

8 

53d  Ohio  . . . 

1 

1 

54th  Ohio  .  . 

1 

4 

5 

111th  Illinois  . 

1 

3 

3 

9 

16 

47th  Ohio  . 

1 

1 

15 

17 

Total  . 

4 

20 

7 

103 

134 

All  of  wliicU  I  have  the  honor  to  submit. 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 

Major-General, 


1^0.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  H.  Sherfy,  U.  Army.,  Signal  Officer, 

Hdqks.  Signal  Detachment,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

SarauHah,  Ga.,  JJecemher  3f  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  duties 
periormed  by  the  detachment  of  the  Signal  Cori)S  serving  Avith  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Coriis  during  the  months  of  ISTovember  and  December, 
1804: 

November  1  to  5  I  Avas  on  the  march  Avitli  the  Fifteentli  Army  Corps, 
returning  from  the  campaign  in  North  Ceorgia  and  Alabama,  and  liad 

Avitli  me  the  scA'cn  enlisted  men  of  my  own  ])arty.  On  this  march  Ave 

-  — ^ - 

“  *  The  erroneouH  addition  of  the  third  and  fifth  columns  of  tal)l('  i.^  according?  to  the 
^original. 
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were  generally  in  advance  of  the  infantry  column,  reconnoitering  and 
scouting,  and  twice  during  the  five  days  had  successful  skirmishes  with 
the  enemy.  When  not  in  advance  1  was  with  the  general,  doing  the 
duty  of  a  staff  ofiicer.  The  army  having  gone  in  camp  at  Smyrna 
Camp-Ground,  I  went  to  Atlanta  with  permission  to  re-equip  and  collect 
the  detachment,  where  I  remained  until  the  14th,  when  I  rejoined  the 
corps. 

First  Lieut.  J.  H.  Weirick  was  on  a  signal  station  on  Kenesaw  Moun¬ 
tain  November  1  to  14.  The  line  this  station  was  on  was  one  of  con¬ 
siderable  importance,  as  it  was  the  only  rapid  means  of  communication 
between  Atlanta  and  our  base  of  supplies  when  tlie  telegraph  was  in¬ 
terrupted,  which  was  frequently  the  case;  and  Lieutenant  Weirick’s 
station  was  the  most  important  one  on  the  line,  being,  in  addition,  a 
station  of  observation  overlooking  a  considerable  portion  of  country 
infested  by  the  enemy.  Besides  this,  the  lieutenant  had  no  officer  to 
assist  him,  and  was  on  an  exposed  and  uncomfortable  station,  but  he 
and  the  men  with  him  did  their  duty  well.  First  Lieut.  J.  L.  Shella- 
barger  was  at  Chattanooga  on  business  for  the  chief  sigiml  officer  on  the 
1st  of  November,  whence  he  returned  to  Atlanta  on  the  3d,  reporting 
to  me  on  the  6th,  and  remained  there  until  the  14th,  awaiting  orders. 
Second  Lieut.  J.  Q.  Adams  was  on  a  signal  station  in  Marietta  until 
November  14,  conducting  it  creditably  and  without  assistance  from  the 
other  officers. 

Lieutenant  Sliellabarger  and  myself  with  fourteen  enlisted  men  joined 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  when  it  started  from  Atlanta  on  November  15,  and 
that  day  we  were  in  a  sharp  skirmish  at  Bough  and  Beady,  where, 
finding  a  road  around  the  enemy’s  flank,  we  assisted  in  driving  them 
from  a  fortified  position.  When  the  rear  of  the  army  had  passed  Kene¬ 
saw  Mountain  on  its  march  southward.  Lieutenants  Weirick  and  Adams 
abandoned  their  stations  there,  coming  forward  rapidly,  and  joined  the 
remainder  of  tbe  detachment  on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  That  day  we 
met  the  enemy  at  McDonough,  and  tbe  detacbment  assisted  in  a  charge 
in  driving  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  from  the  town,  following  it  up  with 
little  support  for  several  miles.  There  being  four  officers  present  with 
the  detachment,  one  was  detailed  to  accompany  the  general  each  day 
during  the  remainder  of  the  march  to  assist  in  staff*  duties,  or  in  any 
other  way  in  which  he  could  make  himself  useful,  while  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  party,  now  numbering  more  than  twenty  trusty  men,  mounted 
and  well  armed,  I  was  continually  reconnoitering  and  scouting  in  front 
and  on  the  flank  of  the  infantry  column.  In  this  way  we  were  enal)led 
to  obtain  much  valuable  information  in  regard  to  the  enemy  and  the 
roads,  and  occasionally  having  a  skirmish  with  or  a  chase  after  tbe 
rebels.  During  tbe  march  we  captured  11  prisoners  and  nearly  100 
horses  and  mules,  not  losing  a  single  man  or  animal  out  of  tbe  detach¬ 
ment.  On  our  arrival  6i)posite  Station  No.  3,  I  crossed  the  Ogeechee 
Biver  in  a  little  boat  with  but  three  men,  on  the  order  of  General  How¬ 
ard,  and  reconnoitered  through  swamps  and  woods,  intending  to  cut 
the  railroad  that  night,  but  was  not  i)ermitted  to  do  so.  The  night  of 
our  arrival  at  the  Cannouchee  Biver,  1  crossed  that  stream  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy  with  but  two  men  and  reconnoitered  for  loads  through  the 
swam])S  until  midnight,  reporting  to  General  Osterhaus.  The  follow¬ 
ing  day  we  swam  our  horses  across,  and  with  the  detachment  went  in 
advance  of  the  infantry  and  were  the  first  to  reach  and  destroy  the 
Gulf  l  ailroad  and  telegraph.  On  onr  arrival  in  front  of  Savannah  each 
of  the  officers  reconnoitered  and  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
lines  and  occasionally  directed  the  fire  of  our  artillery  with  the  aid  of 
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our  superior  glasses.  When  the  Second  Division  was  sent  to  reduce 
Fort  McAllister^  I,  with  Lieutenant  Adams  and  ten  men,  went  with  it, 
and,  taking  the  advance,  charged  over  torpedoes  in  the  road  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  picket.  While  the  lines  were  being  formed  around  the  fort 
we  opened  communication  across  the  river  to  a  point  where  General 
Sherman  was,  and  received  through  signals  his  order  for  the  assault, 
our  station  being  at  the  time  so  near  as  to  be  under  fire  that  we  might 
be  near  General  Hazeii.  When  the  fort  was  taken  we  immediately 
moved  to  it,  and  soon  after  opened  communication  with  the  fieet,  which 
was  kept  up  whenever  vessels  were  near  us. 

December  16,  I  returned  to  headquarters  of  the  corps,  Lieutenant 
Weirick  taking  my  place  at  the  fort;  and  two  days  afterward  I  and 
Lieutenant  Shellabarger  opened  signal  communication  through  from 
headquarters  to  the  fort,  passing  a  number  of  important  messages,  and 
continuing  the  line  until  a  day  after  the  fall  of  Savannah,  when  it  was 
relieved  by  order  of  General  Sherman.  We  then  came  to  the  city.  On 
the  24th  I  was  idaced  in  charge  of  officers  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  and 
ordered  to  open  communication  from  the  city  to  Fort  McAllister,  con¬ 
necting  with  the  telegraph  at  Kosedew,  which  I  succeeded  in  accom- 
])lishiug  the  following  day.  On  the  28th  Lieutenants  Shellabarger  and 
Adams  established  a  signal  station  on  the  tower  in  the  river  below  Fort 
Jackson,  thereby  opening  communication  from  the  city  to  Fort  Pulaski 
and  Hilton  Head,  which  post  they  still  occupy. 

It  is  but  just  to  say  that  the  officers  and  men  of  this  detachment  have 
(lone  their  (iuty  well  and  nobly,  nor  have  there  been  wanting  instances 
of  personal  bravery  well  worthy  of  commendation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  11.  SHEKFY, 

First  Lieutenant^  Signal  Corps ^  Commanding  Detachment. 

Capt.  H.  K  Wheeler, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General Fifteenth  lirmy  Corps. 


No.  13. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 

Division. 

Hhc^rs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Masse fs  Farm,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  affair  of  yesterday  at 
Duncaifs  farm,  near  Griswold,  was  of  greater  magnitude  than  was  at 
first  supposed. 

Early  in  the  morning  1  received  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  P.  J.  Oster- 
haus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  to  take  up  a  strong  defensive 
])osition  near  the  church,  and  with  one  brigade  to  make  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  in  the  direction  of  Macon.  1  selected  the  Second  Brigade,  com¬ 
manded  by  Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  WH leu tt,, composed  of  the  following  regi¬ 
ments:  Fortieth  Illinois  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Hall  commanding, 
206  enlisted  men;  Forty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  I.N.  Alexander 
(‘omniaudiiig,  218  enlisted  men ;  One  hundred  and  third  Illinois  Infantry, 
Maj.  A.  Willison  commanding,  219  enlisted  men;  Sixth  Iowa  Infantry, 
Maj.  W.  H.  Clune  commanding,  177  enlisted  men;  Ninety-seventh 
Indiana  Infantry,  Col.  R.  ¥.  Catterson  commanding,  366  enlisted  men; 

7  R  li — VOL  Xl.IV 


98 


[Chap.  LYI. 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.j  GA.,  AND  FLA. 

One  hundred  til  Indiana  Infantry,  Maj.  E.  M.  Johnson  commanding,  327 
enlisted  men;  total  present  for  duty,  1,513;  and  one  section  of  Battery 
B,  First  Michigan,  Captain  Arndt  commanding.  About  the  time  I 
started,  the  pickets  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick  were  driven  in  by  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  General  W alcutt  moved  forward  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  on  the  Griswold  road,  with  a  heavy  line  of  skir¬ 
mishers,  which  drove  everything  in  front  of  them  to  a  point  beyond 
Griswold.  The  forces  met  on  this  reconnaissance  were  a  part  of 
Wheeler’s  cavalry.  I  then,  by  direction  of  General  Osterhaus,  drew 
General  Walcutt’s  brigade  back  to  a  strong  position  on  the  Duncan 
farm,  and  iiosted  it  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  with  open  fields  in 
front,  the  flanks  resting  near  a  swamp,  impassable  except  at  one  or 
two  points,  and  directed  temporary  works  of  rails  and  logs  to  be 
thrown  up.  About  2  o’clock  the  enemy  attacked  with  infantry  (mili¬ 
tia),  three  lines  deep,  and  numbering  about  5,000,  four  x)ieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  (12-pounder  Napoleons),  and  two  brigades  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  in 
reserve.  The  enemy  moved  across  the  0})en  fields  in  three  compact 
lines  and  gained  a  ravine  within  seventy-five  yards  of  our  works,  from 
which  they  made  three  assaults,  but  met  each  time  with  a  bloody 
repulse.  The  fight  continued  until  sundown,  when  they  retired,  leav¬ 
ing  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  Shortly  after  dark  the  bri¬ 
gade  was  withdrawn  to  the  position  near  the  church.  About  the 
middle  of  the  engagement  Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  AValcutt  was  wounded 
severely  in  the  lower  part  of  the  leg;  he  retired  from  the  field,  and  Col. 
E.  F.  Catterson,  Ninety-seventh  Indiana  Infantry,  assumed  command 
of  the  brigade.  He  showed  marked  ability  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
handled  the  troo))S.  Shortly  after  the  engagement  opened  the  section  of 
the  battery  was  Avithdrawn  on  account  of  the  seA^ere  fire  from  the  enemy’s 
lines,  then  Avithin  100  yards  of  our  position,  and  A^ery  destructive  to 
the  men  and  horses  of  the  battery.  About  4  o’clock  I  sent  Major  Bald- 
Avin,  Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry  (First  Brigade),  to  report  his  regiment 
to  Colonel  Catterson,  avIio  put  him  on  the  right  of  his  lines  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  turning  that  flank.  I  also  applied  to  Colonel  Murray  for 
some  caA^alry  to  coA^er  the  flanks;  he  kindly  sent  a  regiment  on  each 
flank,  covering  and  Avatching  the  crossing  of  the  SAvami). 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  Brig. 
Gen.  C.  C.  Walcutt  and  Col.  E.  F.  Catterson,  Ninety-sev(mth  Indiana 
Infantry.  The  skill  Avitli  Avhich  they  handled  the  troops  and  the 
results  obtained  show  them  to  be  men  of  marked  ability. 

The  rebel  loss,  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained  Avithout  actual  count, 
Avas  300  killed  and  from  700  to  1,200  Avounded.  Major-General  Phili])S, 
Colonel  Munn,  Fifth  Georgia,  and  Colonel  G(‘orge,  are  reported  by  the 
l)risoners  taken  to  have  been  killed,  and  Brigadier-Geneml  xVnderson 
to  liaA^e  been  wounded.  Twenty-eight  prisoners  were  captured  and 
turned  over  to  the  proAXist-marshal  of  the  army  corps.  Fifteen  Avounded 
Avere  brought  in  and  left  at  a  house,  not  haYing  trans])ortation  for 
them.  Onr  loss  Avas  13  killed,  79  Avounded,  and  2  missing. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.* 

I  Avill  forward  Colonel  Catterson’s  report  as  soon  as  receiA^ed. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  cai)tain,  Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  E.  AVOODS, 
Jirifjadier- (ieneral  of  VolntiteevH. 

Capt.  Fuedekick  WiirTEiiEAi), 

AHHistant  Adjulont-dvneral^  Fifteenth  Annij  Corps. 

*  Omitted, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  oe  the  Tennessee, 

Irivm\s  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  Nove7nber  27,  1864. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

The  within  was.  received  subsequent  to  making-  iiiy  report.  The 
engagement  was  of  a  more  severe  character,  and  our  own  loss  a  little 
greater  than  the  information  led  me  to  suppose,  but  fortunately  the 
enemy  attacked  us  at  the  very  point  where  we  were  prepared,  so  that 
with  a  force  only  about  one-third  as  large  as  that  of  the  enemy  he  was 
so  completely  defeated  that  he  has  troubled  [us]  no  more  in  that  (Quar¬ 
ter.  I  renew  my  commendations  of  the  brigade  commander  and  others 
engaged  on  that  day. 

Eespectfully, 

().  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Thunderbolt,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865. 

1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  pf  the  part  taken  by 
this  division  during  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  ►Savannah : 

On  the  15th  of  November  last  my  command  started  from  White  Hall, 
near  Atlanta,  moving  southward  on  the  old  Macon  road.  When  the 
liead  of  the  column  had  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Eough  and  Eeady, 
indications  of  the  enemy  became  apparent.  However,  the  rebels  steadily 
withdrew  before  my  skirmishers,  as  they  were  from  time  to  time  devel¬ 
oped.  In  the  afternoon,  after  having  gone  into  camp,  the  Twenty-ninth 
Missouri  Mounted  Infantry  developed  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy,  some 
900  strong,  in  our  front,  who  made  use  of  two  light  held  pieces.  How¬ 
ever,  they  soon  withdrew,  and  the  advance,  viaAIcDonough  and  Indian 
Springs,  was  continued  without  interruption  until  reaching  the  ( >cmulgee 
Eiver  on  the  19th.  My  command  crossed  the  same  day  on  the  pontoon 
and  marched  to  within  seven  miles  of  Hillsborough.  Passing  through 
Hillsborough  and  Clinton,  the  Macon  railroad  Avas  reached  the  nigbt 
of  the  21st  at  a  point  some  thirteen  miles  east  of  Macon.  The  morning 
of  the  22d,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general 
commanding,  I  promptly  ordered  tAvo  regiments — the  Seventy-sixth 
Ohio  Infantry  and  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry — at  Avork  tearing  up  the  rail¬ 
road.  Some  four  miles  were  completely  destroyed,  in  addition  to  a 
large  trestle-work  bridge  that  AA^as  burned  by  the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio. 
Eeiiig  ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Macon  to 
develop  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity,  I  dispatched  the  Second  Brigade, 
Brig.  Oen.  C.  C.  Walcutt  commanding,  for  that  purpose.  I  send  here¬ 
with  my  official  report  of  this  reconnaissaiu'e  as  made  at  the  time  to 
Major-General  Osterhaus.*  The  morning  of  the  23d  of  November  the 
march  Avas  resumed,  and  continued  uninterruptedly  until  reaching  the 
Oconee  Eh^er,  which  aatis  crossed  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2t)th.  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  in  compliance  Avith  orders  received  from  the  major-general  (‘om- 
inanding  the  corps,  I  ordered  one  of  my  brigades — the  Third,  Col.  J.  A. 
Williamson  commanding — to  the  Macon  railroad  foi-  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  rails  and  ties.  Colonel  Williamson  rejoined  the  division 
the  same  evening  at  Eiddlevilhs  reporting  that  he  had  completely 
destroyed  some  three  mil(‘S  of  tin*,  track.  From  this  time  until  Decem- 
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ber  0  nothing  worthy  of  record  transpired.  The  line  of  inai*ch  lay 
through  a  desolate  piiiey  barren,  dotted  witli  numberless  swamps  and 
sluggish  streams,  that  were  a  constant  hinderance  to  our  advance,  often 
causing  delays  of  three,  four,  and  live  hours^  duration.  I  may  state, 
however,  that  when  encamped  on  Scull’s  Creek,  December  3,  I  sent  one 
regiment  beyond  tlie  Ogeechee  River  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
iron  and  ties  on  the  Central  railroad;  one  mile  of  the  track  was  torn 
up  and  burned.  December  (1,  the  Third  Brigade,  together  with  one 
section  of  my  battery  (Twelfth  Wisconsin),  was  ordered  to  WrighCs 
Crossing,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  crossing  over  the  Ogeechee 
River  at  that  place.  The  bridge,  however,  had  been  destroyed,  but 
Colonel  Williamson  managed  to  cross  the  Twenty-lifth  and  part  of  the 
Ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  who  at  once  secured  a  firm  foothold  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river.  The  rebels  here  made  their  appearance  in  small  force, 
and  some  considerable  skirmishing  occurred.  Three  companies  of  the 
Ninth  Iowa  were  advanced  as  far  as  Station  No.  2  on  the  railroad;  but 
before  they  could  succeed  in  tearing  up  any  of  the  track  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  appeared,  and  the  companies  were  obliged  to  return 
to  the  river  crossing.  The  next  morning,  having  been  directed  to  send 
one  brigade  down  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  toward  Jenks’  Bridge, 
and  if  possible  to  Station  No.  2,  the  Third  was  dispatched  with  these 
instructions;  and  that  evening  Colonel  Williamson  reported  to  me  his 
arrival  at  the  latter  place,  having  met  but  little  opposition.  The  advance 
was  continued  on  the  8th,  and  December  9  I  sent  one  brigade  (the 
First)  forward  to  Eden,  where  it  took  position,  covering  movements 
being  made  beyond  the  Ogeechee  River. 

December  10,  crossed  the  Ogeechee  River  at  Dillon’s  Crossing,  where 
I  was  joined  by  the  First  Brigade,  and  my  command  at  once  marched 
eastward,  following  the  towpath  of  the  Ogeechee  Canal.  Continuing 
some  nine  miles  I  struck  the  Augusta  and  Darien  road,  and  bearing 
off  to  the  right  for  the  distance  of  three  miles  I  went  into  position, 
throwing  up  Avorks  in  my  front  and  connecting  my  skirmishers  with 
those  of  the  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  on  my  right,  while 
the  nature  of  the  ground  on  my  left  was  such  as  in  itself  to  afford  pro¬ 
tection.  The  night  of  the  Ilth  my  division  was  moved  to  the  right 
about  twelve  miles,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Anderson’s  plantation, 
where  I  again  took  position,  with  my  left  resting  on  the  JSavaunah  and 
King’s  Bridge  road,  and  my  right  connecting  with  the  Fourth  Division 
of  this  corps.  The  enemy  was  soon  developed,  strongly  posted  about 
om^  mile  to  my  front,  with  Ioav,  marshy  ground  and  the  Little  Ogeechee 
River  intervening.  This  stream,  about  thirty  feet  wide  and  from 
twelve  to  fourteen  feet  deep,  followed  their  line  of  works  from  twenty 
to  fifty  yards  in  front  of  the  same.  The  only  approach  to  the  rebel 
lines  Avas  over  the  main  road,  AAhich  was  but  a  naked  causeAvay,  com¬ 
pletely  swe])t  by  artillery  admirably  posted.  From  this  time  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  strengthen  my  Avorks  and  advance  my  lines,  so  that  by  tlie 
2()th  of  December  I  was  strongly  intrenched,  Avith  a  good  earth-Avork 
foi‘  my  guns,  and  Avith  my  skirmisliers  adAmnced  to  Avithin  100  yards  of 
the  main  line  of  the  rebels.  December  21,  my  diAUsion  marched  Avitli 
other  i)ortions  of  the  army  into  Savannah,  the  enemy  having  evacuated, 
and  camped  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  city. 

During  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  my  command  built 
more  than  four  miles  of  corduroy  road,  one  mile  and  a  half  of  bridging 
oA’er  the  SAvamps,  creeks,  and  bayous,  besides  cutting  elcA’cn  miles  of 
road  through  the  timber  for  tlie  passage  of  trains  and  troops. 
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I  JoSt  in  killed  Id  enlisted  men;  in  wounded,  8  commissioned  officers 
and  80  enlisted  men,  with  2  enlisted  men  missing;  making  a  total  of 
105. 

My  division  captured  during  tlie  entire  campaign  9  commissioned 
officers  and  45  enlisted  nieii  (total,  54),  besides  killing  and  wounding  a 
great  many. 

The  rebels  abandoned  10  pieces  of  artillery  in  my  immediate  front 
when  they  evacuated  the  works  around  Savannali. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 

Maj.MAX.  WOODHULL, 

Asfiifitant  Adjutant- Geneva}^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  14. 

Report  of  Col.  Milo  Bniith,  Twenty -sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  eommandiny 

First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brict.,  First  Div.,  15th  Army  C'orps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  ,2,  ISGo. 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  rejiort  that  at  6  a.  m.  of  the  15th  day 
of  November,  1864,  1  left  camp  at  White  Hall,  Ga.,  with  my  brigade; 
marched  on  the  road  toward  Eough  and  Eeady  with  the  balance  of 
division.  My  brigade  consists  of  the  following  regiments :  Seventy-sixth 
Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  Col.  William  B.  Woods  commanding;  Twenty- 
seventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  Thomas  Curly  command¬ 
ing;  consolidated  battalion  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-second  Missouri, 
I\IaJ.  A.  J.  Seay  commanding;  Twelfth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Maj.  E.  D.  Baldwin  commanding;  Twenty-sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  Maj.  John  Lubbers  commanding;  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  S.  Gage  coininanding.  The  latter 
regiment  being  mounted  and  on  duty  at  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army 
('orps,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  S. 
Gage.  I  marched,  via  McDonough  and  Indian  Springs,  toward  the 
crossing  of  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver  at  Nutting’s  Factory,  meeting  with  no 
resistance  on  the  roads,  striking  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad  about 
ten  miles  east  of  Macon,  near  Griswoldville,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st 
of  November,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  one  regiment — the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio 
Veteran  \A)lunteer  Infantry — was  ordered  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  C.  E. 
VN'oods  to  destroy  railroad,  which  was  done  by  said  regiment  destroy¬ 
ing  three  miles  of  railroad,  including  one  large  bridge  and  trestle-work 
over  a  stream  near  Gordon  Junction.  I  moved  with  the  balance  of  my 
brigade  about  three  miles  and  halted;  was  ordered  into  position  on  eaclx 
side  of  the  road  running  from  Gordon  to  Griswoldville,  where  I  put  up  a 
line  of  works.  The  cavalry  under  Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick  had 
been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  our  front.  Brigadier-General  Wal- 
cutt.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  was  on  a 
reconnaissance  toward  Griswoldville,  when  they  found  the  enemy  in  con¬ 
siderable  force,  and  my  brigade  was  ordered  from  the  line  of  works  to 
the  support  of  Second  Brigade.  After  moving  three-quarters  of  a  mile, 
I  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  works  which  L  had  just  left,  and  was 
ordered  to  extend  them  to  right  and  left  to  cover  more  than  my  brigade 
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Iiont.  One  regiment — the  Twelftli  Indiana,  Major  Baldwin — moved  on 
to  the  support  of  Second  Brigade,  and  went  into  position  on  the  right  of 
the  line^  advanced  skirniishers,  meeting  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  just  in 
time  to  prevent  them  from  tianking  the  Second  Brigade.  The  Twelfth 
Indiana  had  one  man  slightly  wounded.  Adjt.  Marshall  H.  Parks  had 
his  horse  shot  from  under  him  while  assisting  in  forming  the  lines  of 
his  regiment.  The  skirmishers  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance  in 
front  of  the  line  when  they  were  engaged,  and  soon  drove  the  enemy' 
from  their  front.  As  soon  as  it  became  dark  I  was  called  on  for  one 
more  regiment,  which  I  sent  out  on  the  road  near  where  the  lighting 
had  been  done  during  the  day,  and  was  put  in  position,  forming  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  and  there  remained  until  about  9  o’clock,  when  the 
troops  were  withdrawn  and  my  regiment  returned  to  the  line  of  works 
I  had  built  during  the  day.  At  12  j).  in.  the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio,  Col¬ 
onel  Woods  commanding,  returned  from  the  railroad. 

The  next  day  we  resumed  our  march,  marching  about  five  miles,  and 
was  assigned  a  position  on  left  of  road,  where  we  halted,  facing  to  the 
rear,  and  put  up  a  line  of  works.  Marched  again  about  2  o’clock  same 
day,  halting  for  the  night  about  live  miles  firrther,  at  Gordon  Cross- 
Roads,  and  put  up  another  line  of  works,  ^^ext  morning  at  7  o’clock 
resumed  our  line  of  march  and  moved  on  toward  Irwinton,  crossing  the 
Oconee  River  at  Planter’s  Ferry,  and  encamped  that  night  at  Irwinton 
Cross-Roads,  where  we  lay  in  camp  until  12  m.  the  next  day,  resuming 
our  march,  keeping  all  the  time  on  the  right  of  Central  railroad. 
Xothing  of  any  importance  transpiring;  capturing  mules  and  horses 
and  contrabands  every  day.  Moving  toward  Savannah,  ayc  struck  the 
Ogeechee  River  below  Milieu,  and  after  crossing  Scull’s  Creek  halted  for 
one  day,  my  brigade  crossing  the  river  and  destroying  about  one  mile  of 
railroad;  returned  the  same  day.  Marched  the  next  day.  My  brigade, 
having  the  advance,  was  delayed  about  one  hour  in  repairing  the 
bridges  over  Nevil’s  Creek,  this  being  the  4th  day  of  December.  Fifth 
day  we  marched  about  sixteen  miles,  encamping  four  miles  south  of 
Mill  Creek.  Lay  in  camp  on  the  0th  until  noon,  marched  nine  miles, 
and  encamped  for  the  night.  7th,  la}^  in  camp  until  12  m.,  changed 
front,  and  encamped  for  the  night,  having  three  regiments  in  my  front 
line  behind  works  which  I  had  thrown  up.  Koxt  day  marched  seven¬ 
teen  miles,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  About  1  o’clock  of  the  9th,  by 
order  from  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods,  my  brigade  Avas  ordered  three  miles 
larther,  with  instructions  to  report  to  Alaj or- General  Osterhaus,  at  Eden 
Court-House,  where  ayc  took  a  position  and  threw  up  Avorks.  At  12 
o’clock  that  night  I  receiA^ed  orders  from  Alajor-General  Osterhaus  to 
move  at  4  o’clock  on  the  direct  road  to  Dillon’s  Bridge,  and  to  taki* 
measures  to  pass  the  camp  of  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
by  7  o’clock  in  the  morning,  which  I  did,  crossing  the  OgeecLee  RiA'cr  on 
a  foot  bridge  at  Dillon’s  Crossing,  my  teams  crossing  on  the  pontoon 
about  two  miles  farther  up  the  river,  and  inoAung  on  the  toAA  jiath  along 
the  canal  until  aax  struck  a  cross-road  running  to  the  King's  Bridge 
road,  filing  right,  and  encamping  for  the  night  near  the  Little  Ogeechee 
River  close  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  AYorks. 

Next  day  Ave  tried  to  get  to  King’s  Bridge  road,  but  could  not  on 
aiicount  of  the  road  being  full  of  caA^alry  inoAung.  After  dark  1  moA^ed 
Avith  the  balan(*e  of  the  division  across  the  causeway,  in  front  of  the 
enemy’s  guns,  and  camped  on  the  King’s  Bridge  road,  nine  miles  from 
Savannah.  Nothing  of  importance  transpired  for  some  days.  Remaining 
in  the  same  cam]),  and,  with  a  detail  from  my  brigade,  put  u])  a  line  of 
Avorks  and  furnished  one  regiment  each  day  to  support  the  battery  by 
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tlie  cemetery  from  the  13th  to  f21st|,  when  it  was  (lis(M)vered  tliat  the 
enemy  had  evacuated  the  night  before,  and  T  inarched  in  with  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  division  to  the  works  just  outside  the  city  of  Savannah. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Infantry  has  been  on  detached  service 
from  14th  of  December,  guarding  the  rice  mill  of  Doctor  Cheves’,  on  the 
Ogeechee,  and  in  garrisoning  Forts  Kosedew  and  Beaulieu,  on  Wassaw 
Sound;  the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  are  on 
duty  as  provost  guard  in  the  city;  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  being  yet  on  duty  at  corps  headquarters,  is  encamped  in 
the  city;  the  Twelfth  Indiana,  consolidated  battalion  Thirty- first  and 
Thirty-second  Missouri,  and  Twenty-sixth  Iowa,  are  encamped  on  the 
left  of  the  Ogeechee  road,  and  inside  of  the  inner  works. 

Our  march  has  been  a  perfect  success. 

The  loss  from  my  brigade  has  been  1  man  captured  and  2  slightly 
wounded. 

AA"e  have  captured  a  great  number  of  mules  and  horses,  which  have 
all  lieen  either  put  into  teams  in  place  of  others  which  were  jaded, 
taken  np,  or  turned  over  to  provost-marshal  or  division  quartermaster. 
The  men  are  in  much  better  health  than  whim  we  started,  and  our 
aidmals  have  improved  at  least  25  per  cent. 

All  of  which  I  respectfullv  submit. 

MILO  SMITH, 
('olottel,  ('omiiunidimj  Briffnde. 

[Capt.  Fred.  11.  Wilson, 

AcHufj  Assififaut  Adjiftnnt-GeueraL] 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Curly,  Twenty-seventh  Allsso^tri  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  May  l-Decemher  21. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Vol.  Infantry, 

Aear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21,  1864. 

(tENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  give  you  a  brief  history  of  this  regi¬ 
ment  since  my  last  report : 

On  the  1st  day  of  May,  1864,  we  left  Faint  Hock  Bridge,  Ala.,  atid 
<u)mmenced  the  great  and  well-know  n  campaign  of  Ma  jor-Oeneral  Sher¬ 
man  through  Northern  Georgia,  which  lasted  four  months.  The  Twenty- 
seventh  Missouri  has  taken  an  active  part,  and  has  had  seven  different 
engagements  in  the  series  of  great  battles  that  have  taken  place  during 
the  whole  camiiaign,  as  wmll  as  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  which  lasted  one 
month;  in  all  of  Avhich  our  losses  w-ere  1  commissioned  officer  killed 
and  1  w  ounded,  and  15  enlisted  men  killed  and  47  wounded.  I  am 
proud  k)  say  that  every  officer  ami  soldier  has  done  his  duty  faithfully 
and  Avith  credit  to  the  great  State  to  which  he  belongs. 

On  the  14th  [15th  J  day  of  November,  1864,  Ave  left  Atlanta  for  the  Gulf 
coast,  through  Southern  Georgia,  for  th(‘  ])urpose  of  the  capture  of 
Savannah.  Nothing  of  any  great  interest  trans])ired,  except  occasional 
skirmishing  Avitli  the  enemy,  along  our  triumphant  march  to  the  sea- 
coast,  where  avc  ojiened  communication  Avith  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Dahl- 
gTen  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1864.  The  regiment  and  one  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  First  Illinois  Artillery,  the  latter  under  the  command  of 
Captain  De  Gress,  Avere  the  first  to  open  fire  upon  Fort  McAllister, 
Avhich  is  situated  on  tlie  Ogeechee  River  four  miles  from  its  mouth. 
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Ou  the  evening’  of  tlie  13th  of  December  the  fort  was  assaulted  and 
carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  by  which  our 
communications  were  fully  opened  and  our  base  established;  which 
has  enabled  the  grand  army  under  the  heroic  Sherman  to  completely 
invest  the  i>roud  city  of  Savannah,  in  which  position  we  rest  at  the 
present  time,  and  quietly  await  the  fall  of  the  doomed  city  before  the 
close  of  the  present  year. 

The  distance  marched  by  the  regiment  during  both  campaigns  is  800 
miles. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CUBLY, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Tu'enty -seventh  Missonri  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Gray, 

Adjutant-  General  of  Missonri. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Lient.  Col.  Dennis  T.  Kirby^  Twenty -seventh  Missonri  In¬ 
fantry.,  of  operations  December  4. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Rear  Station  5J,  On.,  December  4,  1864. 

Captain:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  tlie  major-general 
commanding,  I  proceeded  this  morning  with  the  First  Alabama  Cav¬ 
alry  and  G  Company,  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  on  the  road  to  Station 
4^.  I  first  struck  the  enemy’s  pickets  opposite  Station  5J,  bn  our  left 
dank,  and  drove  tbeni  to  Station  o.  At  this  iioint  I  found  Colonel 
Gage,  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry,  retreating,  with  the 
enemy  in  his  front  and  rear.  I  drove  the  enemy  bacR,  and  by  directions 
received  from  the  major-general  commanding,  sent  Colonel  Gage  and 
his  command  to  the  rear.  I  continued  driving  the  enemy  until  I  reached 
the  Little  Ogeechee  Eiver,  when  I  found  him  in  position  on  the  opposite 
side,  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  on  this  side.  He  had  burned  the 
railroad  bridge,  but  had  left  the  passenger  bridge  uninjured.  I  dis¬ 
mounted  a  company  and  deployed  them  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  their 
skirmishers  over  the  river,  and  found  on  reaching  the  banks  that  they 
Avere  busily  engaged  in  fortifying  on  the  other  side.  I  skirmished  Avith 
them  a  short  time  for  the  purj)ose  of  developing  tlieir  force,  and  I 
estimate  them  at  from  2,000  to  5,000  strong.  I  learned  from  reliable 
sources  that  there  Avere  four  trains  came  in  there  to-day  loaded  with 
troops,  and  that  they  have  four  pieces  of  artillery,  all  under  command 
of  General  Wayne.  The  loss  was  one  man  mortally  Avounded,  from  the 
First  Alabama  Cavalry.  We  captured  six  of  their  horses,  Aritli  equip¬ 
ments  and  arms  conqilete. 

I  am,  captain,  verv  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  KIIIBY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Picket  Officer  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr. 
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Xo.  17. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  F.  CattersoRj  Ninety -seventh  Indiana  Infantry^ 

commandiny  Second  Briyade,  of  operations  November  22. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  near  Gordon.,  Oa.,  November  23,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
engagement  between  this  brigade  and  the  enemy,  near  Griswold,  on  tlie 
22d  instant: 

Early  on  the  morning  mentioned  six  regiments  of  the  brigade.  General 
Walcutt  commanding — viz,  the  Forty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  Ninety- 
seventh  and  One  hundredth  Indiana  Infantry,  Sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  the 
Fortieth  and  One  hundred  and  third  Illinois  Infantry — were  ordered  to 
move  on  the  road  leading  to  Macon,  Ga.,  for  the  purpose  of  feeling  the 
enemy’s  position  in  that  direction.  Proceeding  about  one  mile  we  met 
the  enemy’s  cavalry,  under  Wheeler,  and  drove  them  beyond  Griswold. 
The  object  of  the  reconnaissance  having  been  accomplished  the  bri¬ 
gade  was  retired  about  one  mile  and  took  position  at  a  point  known  as 
Duncan’s  farm.  The  enemy  seeing  this  move  followed  up  with  three 
brigades  of  militia,  numbering  in  all  between  6,000  and  7,000  men. 
We  had  scarcely  taken  iiosition  in  the  edge  of  timber  skirting  the  farm 
on  the  east  when  our  pickets  were  tired  upon.  The  brigade,  thus 
posted  behind  a  light  barricade  of  rails  hastily  prepared  after  our 
pickets  were  driven  in,  lay  anxiously  awaiting  his  appearance.  He 
was  soon  discovered  emerging  from  the  woods  about  800  yards  from 
our  position,  and  rapidly  running  across  an  open  field  toward  us  in 
three  lines  of  battle,  either  of  which  more  than  covered  our  brigade 
front.  General  Walcutt  ordered  Captain  Arndt,  of  the  First  Michi¬ 
gan,  Battery  B,  to  open  fire  upon  them,  which  he  did  with  one  section 
of  his  battery  in  position  on  the  road  near  the  center  of  our  line,  which 
was  replied  to  shariily  by  four  guns  of  the  enemy  in  the  open  field,  at  a 
distance  of  about  800  yards,  to  the  right  and  front,  the  first  shot  strik¬ 
ing  and  damaging  a  caisson.  On  came  the  enemy,  endeavoring  to  gain 
possession  of  a  ravine  running  parallel  to  and  about  100  yards  to  our 
front,  but  the  fire  was  so  terrible  that  ere  he  reached  it  many  of  his 
number  were  stretched  upon  the  plain.  It  was  at  this  moment  that 
General  Walcutt  received  a  severe  wound  and  was  compelled  to  leave 
the  field.  I  immediately  assumed  command,  and  dii^covered  the  enemy 
moving  to  the  right.  I  supposed  he  contemplated  turning  my  right 
flank.  As  I  had  already  disposed  of  every  available  man  in  the  brigade, 
and  my  left  being  so  strongly  iiressed  that  not  a  man  could  be  spared 
from  it,  I  sent  to  the  general  commanding  the  division  for  two  regi 
inents.  The  Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry  was  sent,  and  immediately  placed 
in  position  on  the  extreme  right  j  also,  a  scpiadron  of  cavalry  to  watch 
the  right  and  left  flanks,  but  the  day  was  already  ours,  as  the  enemy 
had  been  repulsed  and  driven  from  the  field.  I  immediately  sent  for¬ 
ward  a  line  of  skirmishers,  who  succeeded  in  capturing  about  42  pris¬ 
oners  and  150  small-arms.  The  battle  commenced  at  2.30  p.  m.  and 
lasted  until  sunset.  During  the  engagement  the  enemy  made  three 
sei)arate  charges,  and  were  as  often  repulsed  with  terrible  slaughter. 

I  would  gladly  notice  the  many  deeds  of  daring  during  tbe  action, 
but  to  do  so  of  every  man  who  distinguished  himself  would  be  to  men¬ 
tion  each  man  by  name  in  the  brigade;  but  suffice  it  to  say,  the  conduct 
of  both  officers  and  men  was  most  superb. 
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Tlic  loss  of  brigade  in  killed  was  14 5  in  wounded,  42 — this  number 
includes  only  those  sent  to  hospital. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  w^ounded  could  not  have  been 
less  than  1,500,  about  300  of  whom  were  killed. 

The  total  number  of  men  engaged  was  1,300. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOBEKT  F.  OATTEESON, 
Colonel,  Cojnmandhig  BrUiade, 

(kaptain  Wilson, 

Actcf.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Fifteenth  Army  ('orps. 


A  1>  D  E  X  ])  a  . 

HdQKS.  IlEPAKTMEN  J’  ANT)  ARMY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE, 

Gordon.,  Ga.,  For  ember  23,  1864. 

Major- Gen  era!  Osterhaus, 

Commandiny  Fifteenth  Army  Corpys : 

General:  I  take  sincere  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  brigade  of 
General  Walcutt,  of  General  Woods’  division,  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  on 
its  comxdete  success  in  the  action  of  yesterday.  Officers  from  other 
commands  who  were  looking  on  say  that  there  never  was  a  better 
brigade  of  soldiers.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  any  of  our  brave  men 
should  fall,  and  for  the  sufferings  of  those  that  are  wounded.  The 
thanks  of  the  army  are  doubly  diie  to  them.  I  tender  my  sympathy 
through  you  to  the  brave  and  excellent  commander  of  the  brigade, 
Brigadier-General  Walcutt.  It  is  hoped  that  his  wound  may  not 
disable  him. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

O.  ().  MOWAEl), 

Mi(}or-Gener(d. 

P.  S. — The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  estimated  from  1,500  to  2,000  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners. 

().  O.  H., 

Major-  General. 


Xo.  18. 

Report  of  Maj.  Asias  WilHson,  One  hundred  and  third  Illinois  Infantry. 


Headquarters  103i)  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Greene  iSquare,  Savannah,  Ga.,  danuary  2,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  brigade  headquarters, 
I  have  the  honor  to  mid^e  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
,()ne  hundred  and  third  Kegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the 
campaign  just  ended : 

On  the  morning  of  Xovend)er  13,  1804,  the  regiment  moved  iroin 
camp  at  Vining’s  Station,  Ga.,  with  the  division.  At  7  a.  m.  crossed 
the  Chattahoochee  Eiver  and  passed  through  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and 
bivouacked  one  mile  and  a  half  west  of  the  city,  where  we  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  November,  when  we  broke  eam^)  and 
inarched  with  the  brigade  and  division  through  Rough  and  Ready 
Station.  Here  our  advance  had  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy. 
Nothing  occurred  along  the  line  of  our  march  until  the  morning  of  the 
22d  of  November,  when,  with  the  brigade,  my  regiment  moved  out  early 
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oil  a  recoin laissaiice  toward  GriswoldvilJe,  Ga.  We  soon  Ibundtlie  enemy 
in  force,  and  deployed  Companies  A  and  B  on  tlie  left  of  Ninety-seventli 
Indiana  [as]  skirmisliers.  Advanced  and  had  a  brisk  skirmish,  in 
which  the  enemy  was  driven  before  them  through  Griswoldville.  Here 
our  skirmishers  were  halted,  and  were  soon  withdrawn  to  an  open  field 
where  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  position  on  the  east  side  of  the 
field.  We  took  our  iiosition  to  the  right  of  the  8ixth  Iowa,  the  Mnety- 
seventli  Indiana  on  our  right.  Here  we  rested,  and  at  1  fbe 

skirmishers  were  attacked  by  the  enemy’s  advance  and  driven.  A 
strong  line  was  soon  seen  tbrming  on  the  west  side  of  the  field,  and 
advanced.  At  this  time  my  regiment  had  no  works  for  defense,  but 
hastily  constructed  a  small,  temporary  line  of  works  and  awaited  the 
approaching  enemy,  wdio  was  advancing  in  column  by  brigades.  As 
soon  as  they  came  within  range  of  our  muskets  a  most  terrific  fire  was 
[loured  into  their  ranks,  doing  fearful  exemition.  Still  they  moved  for¬ 
ward  to  a  ravine  which  ran  in  front  of  the  line,  within  forty-five  yards 
of  the  works.  Here  they  atteinjited  to  reform  tlieir  line  again,  but 
so  destructive  was  our  fire  tliat  they  were  (nmiielled  to  retire.  At 
one  time  it  seemed  that  they  would  overcome  our  thin  line,  as  our 
ammunition  [was]  nearly  exhausted  and  none  nearer  than  two  miles, 
but  fortunately  a  sufiicient  amount  was  [uocured,  and  our  boys  kejit  up 
a  continual  fire  for  nearly  three  hours,  when  skirmishers  were  sent  for 
ward  to  capture  any  of  the  enemy  left  on  the  field.  A  few  prisoners 
were  brought  in,  besides  a  number  of  wounded.  In  our  front  were,  by 
actual  count,  51  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded;  83  stand  of  small- 
arms  were  left  in  our  hands  and  turned  over  to  the  ordnance  ofticer. 
Our  loss  was  4  killed  and  8  wounded.  At  8  o’clock  we  received  orders 
to  be  in  readiness  to  move,  and  at  9  [i.  m.  moved  ofi*  the  field  and  re¬ 
joined  the  division. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  again  resumed  the  march,  and  at  12  m.  on 
tlie  24th  camxied  at  Irwinton,  Ga.  Here  we  laid  over  until  tlie  25th, 
when  Ave  moA^ed  to  the  Oconee  Biver,  and  crossed  on  the  26th  of  No- 
A’ember. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  A\dtli  the  (*ommand,  we  halted  near  the 
Ogeechee  liiA  er.  My  regiment  Avas  ordered  to  the  Ogeechee  bridge,  to 
hold  it  and  burn  the  railroad  at  Station  Xo.  84.  domed  the  brigade 
December  2  and  crossed  Scull’s  Oreek,  where  Ave  remained  one  day. 
December  3  [4],  resumed  our  march.  On  the  evening  of  the  6th  camjAed 
and  [Aut  up  works;  here  Ave  remained  until  early  in  tlie  morning  of  the 
8th  of  December,  and  again  moved  toA\  ard  the  Cannouchee  Kiver  and 
camped  within  six  miles  of  said  rh^er.  On  the  0th  Avas  ordered  out 
on  a  reconnaissance;  moved  out  vsome  six  miles  to  the  right,  and  find¬ 
ing  no  enemy  returned.  December  10,  moved  across  the  Ogeechee 
RiA'Cr  and  up  the  canal  within  nine  miles  of  SaA^annah,  and  [uit  iq) 
works.  On  the  11th  of  Decemb(‘r  heavy  (*annonading  to  our  right.  In 
the  eA’ening  imAA  ed  to  the  right,  and  here  remained,  doing  duty  with 
the  brigade  in  supporting  the  First  Wisconsin  Battery  and  skirmishing 
Avith  the  enemy,  until  the  morning  ol‘  the  2lst  of  December,  when  the 
enemy  evacuated  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  Ave  marched  aa  ith  the  com¬ 
mand  to  the  city;  since  which  time  we  have  been  on  duty  in  the  (fity. 

1  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  WILLISON, 

Major,  Comman(lin(f  103(1  Illinois  Voluntears. 

Capt.  O.  J.  Fast, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2(1  Brig.,  1st  J)iv.,  loth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  11). 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  AT.  Alexander^  Forty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry.^ 
of  operations  Xovember  22. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-sixth  Opiio  Veteran  Vol.  Infantra^, 

Fear  Cordon^  Ga.^  November  25.,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  this  regiment  in  the  engagement  near  Griswoldville  on  the  22d  in¬ 
stant  : 

The  regiment  inarched  from  its  encampment,  being  in  column  next 
in  front  of  the  rear  regiment.  Proceeded  without  any  occurrence 
worthy  of  note  until  the  brigade  arrived  at  a  point  near  where  the  gen¬ 
eral  engagement  occurred,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  the  regiment 
down  a  road  leading  to  the  left.  Having  advanced  a  short  distance 
skirmishers  were  tlirown  to  the  front,  which  had  not  proceeded  more 
than  forty  paces  in  advance  of  the  regiment  in  column,  when  tliey  en¬ 
countered  a  strong  line  of  rebel  cavalry.  The  skirmishers  .engaged 
them,  when  the  cavalry  charged  them  fiercely.  In  the  meantime  the 
regiment  was  put  in  line,  and  to  the  end  that  our  skirmishers  might 
rejoin  the  regiment  in  safety  they  were  allowed  to  come  within  thirty 
yards  before  orders  were  given  to  fire;  they  were  easily  repulsed. 
They  left  upon  the  field  a  number  of  horses  which  had  been  killed  and 
disabled  and  one  prisoner.  We  then  received  orders  from  the  general 
commanding  brigade  to  retire  to  a  position  to  the  rear  and  on  the  ex¬ 
treme  left  of  a  new  line,  with  the  left  wing  deployed,  extending  to  a 
swamp,  in  charge  of  Major  Upton.  Shortly  after  the  engagement  had 
commenced,  the  enemy  not  appearing  in  our  front,  I  was  ordered  to  move 
the  regiment  to  the  extreme  right,  where  tlie  enemy  was  then  pressing 
very  closely,  and  to  extend  well  to  the  right,  which  I  did  under  heavy 
fire,  deploying  out  so  as  to  cover  a  space  equal  to  about  three  times  my 
own  proper  front.  In  this  position,  which  was  hastily  fortified,  we  re¬ 
pulsed  the  enemy  in  three  or  four  assaults  which  he  attempted,  and 
remained  in  it  until  withdrawn  by  the  brigade  commander.  There  lay 
in  this  front  about  40  of  the  enemy’s  dead  and  a  large  number  of 
wounded. 

We  had  engaged  186  men  and  13  officers.  Our  casualties  were  5  men 
wounded. 

Yerv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  ALEXANDEE, 

Lieut.  Col.  Forty -sixth  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry^  Comdg.  Regt. 

Capt.  O.  J.  Fast,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Seco7id  Brigade. 


Xo.  20. 

Report  of  Mag.  Fdivard  N.  Upton.,  Forty -sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Forta^-sixth  Ohio  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry', 

Savannah^  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders  just  received  from  your  office,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  ot*  this  regi¬ 
ment  on  the  late  campaign  through  Ceorgia: 

We  started  with  the  brigade  from  our  camp,  two  miles  east  of  Atlanta, 
November  15,  1864,  on  the  road  toward  M(*Donough;  passed  through 
McDonough  tlie  17th,  and  Indian  Springs  November  18;  crossed  the 
Ocmulgee  Eiver  November  19;  passed  through  Hillsborough  the  2()tli, 
and  Clinton  the  21st,  and  encamped  the  night  of  the  21st  on  the  Cen- 
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tral  Georgia  Kailroad,  about  twelve  miles  from  Maeou,  without  any 
occurrence  worthy  of  note.  The  next  day  (November  22)  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  sent  with  the  brigade  on  a  reconnaissance  toward  Macon  5 
met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  the  forenoon,  and  were  attacked  in  the 
afternoon  by  a  heavy  force  of  infantry  at  Duncan/s  farm,  near  Gris- 
woldville,  at  which  time  and  place  occurred  the  battle  of  that  name, 
in  which  the  regiment  participated.  For  details  of  the  part  which  the 
regiment  took  in  the  battle,  1  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  report 
forwarded  immediately  after  by  the  late  Lieut.  Col.  I.  N.  Alexander, 
then  commanding  the  regiment.*  The  casualties  of  tlie  regiment  during 
the  day  were  six  men  wounded.  The  day  succeeding  the  fight  we 
resumed  our  march  toward  Savannah,  and  passed  unmolested  through 
Irwinton  November  24,  Kiddleville  November  27,  and  Summerville 
November  30.  At  Wright’s  Bridge,  on  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  December 
7,  the  regiment  was  ordered  at  2  j).  m.  to  cross  the  river  with  the  One 
hundredth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  relieve  part  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
which  was  sent  on  a  leconnaissance.  At  12  in  the  night  we  were 
ordered  to  withdraw,  destroy  the  bridge,  and  rejoin  the  brigade.  Noth¬ 
ing  of  importance  occurred  until  we  again  encountered  the  enemy 
eight  miles  from  Savannah,  at  Anderson’s  farm,  December  11,  1864. 
Here  we  remained  until  the  21st  performing  our  regular  tours  of  duty 
in  the  front  line  of  works,  where,  while  lying  in  support  of  the  Twelfth 
Wisconsin  Battery,  December  14,  we  had  one  man  wounded,  the  only  one 
with  the  exception  of  those  at  Griswoldville,  wounded  in  the  campaign. 
December  21,  we  proceeded  with  the  brigade  to  within  one  mile  and  a 
half  of  the  city  (our  present  encampment),  where  we  have  remained 
ever  since. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to 
the  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  each  and  all  trying  to  sur¬ 
pass  his  comrade  in  soldierly  bearing  and  cheerfulness. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  N.  UPTON, 

Major  Forty-sixth  Ohio  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry^  Comdg.  Beyiment. 

[Capt.  O.  J.  Fast.] 


No.  21. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Haze)i^  TJ.  iS.  Army,  eommanding  iSeeond 

Division . 

Hhgks.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

iSavannah,  Ga.,  January  9,  18()5.] 

On  the  15th  of  November,  every  preparation  being  completed,  this 
division,  with  the  army,  broke  camp  at  Atlanta  and  set  out  upon  its 
march  through  Georgia.  It  then  numbered  an  effective  strength  of 
4,426  oflicers  and  men,  and  was  composed  of  seventeen  regimental 
organizations,  the  three  brigade  commanders  being  Col.  John  M.  Oliver,^ 
Fifteenth  Michigan;  Wells  S.  Jones,  Fifty-third  Ohio,  and  Theodore 
4ones,  Thirtieth  Oliio.  The  troops  moved  rapidly,  j)assing  through 
M(;Donough  the  16th,  Indian  Siuings  the  18th,  crossing  the  Oc-inulgee 
the  19th  at  Boach’s  Mills,  reaching  Hillsborough  the  2()th,  and  Clinton 
tiie  21st,  where  Col.  Theodore  Jones’  brigade  was  left  to  cover  the  Macon 
roads  till  the  next  division  arrived.  Some  skirmishing  took  place  here, 
with  a  few  casualties.  On  the  22d  the  Macon  and  Augusta  Railroad 

*  See  next,  ante. 

t  For  portion  of  re])ort  (liero,  omitted)  rediitiug  to  operations  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Yol  XXXIX,  Part  i,  p.  715. 
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was  crossed  and  the  march  continued,  passing  Irwinton*  the  24th  and 
the  Oconee  Kiver,  at  Ball’s  Ferry,  the  25th.  The  enemy  was  found  on 
the  opposite  bank,  and  two  regiments  deployed  to  develop  them.  On 
the  morning  of  the  2Gth  they  had  left  and  x^eparations  were  at  once 
made  to  cross,  which  was  commenced  by  11  a.  m.  The  march  was 
resumed  without  loss  of  time.  Passing  Irwin’s  Oross-Eoads  the  27th, 
we  moved  toward  Summerville,  through  continuous  ])ine  forests,  cross¬ 
ing  several  low  marshy  branches  of  the  Ohooxiee,  reaching  Summerville 
the  30th.  The  number  of  miles  marched  this  month,  275;  number  of 
casualties,  11. 

On  December  1  tbe  march  was  resumed  in  the  direction  of  States- 
borough,  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver.  The  remainder 
of  the  march  was  imx)eded  by  low,  broad  marshes,  which  it  was  invari¬ 
ably  found  necessary  to  corduroy.  From  Summerville  to  the  Oannou- 
chee  Eiver,  which  was  reached  the  7th,  the  Third  Division,  General 
John  E.  Smith,  with  my  own,  formed  a  separate  column  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  and  was  somewhat  exposed  to  annoyances  from  the  enemy 
endeavoring  to  reach  Savannah  from  the  west  before  us.  On  the  3d 
the  Fifty- third  Ohio  lost  by  capture  a  foraging  ])arty  of  1  officer  and  11 
men.  ()n  the  4th,  near  Statesborough,  the  foragers  met  a  brigade  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  endeavoring  to  join  Wheeler  ;  were  attacked  by 
them  and  driven  to  the  main  column,  losing  by  caxiture  27  and  by 
wounds  8.  The  enemy  lost  2  killed  and  2  captured.  The  enemy 
defended  the  crossing  of  the  Oannouchee  with  infantry  and  two  pieces 
artillery,  having  burned  the  bridge.  During  the  night  of  the  8th  the 
enemy  retired;  and  the  bridge  being  re])aired,  at  11  a.  m.  the  9th  tlie 
brigades  Avere  crossed — one  imshed  to  King’s  Bridge,  the  other  to  a 
point  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  about  six  miles  from  King’s  Bridge,  AAliicli 
Avas  reached  and  much  of  the  road  destroyed  to aa^ aid  the  river  by  niglE, 
iiK'luding  the  bridge.  On  the  10th  the  division  recrossed  the  (Jannou- 
(*liee,  moA'ing  to  and  crossing  the  Ogeechee  at  Dillon’s  Ferry,  and  i)r()- 
ceeding  to  near  the  Anderson  plantation,  nine  miles  from  SaA^annah. 
On  the  12th  the  division  moved  back  to  King’s  Bridge,  ithaving  receiA  ed 
orders  to  cross  the  Ogeechee  there  and  mo\u*  down  its  right  bank  to 
Fort  McAllister  and  capture  it.  At  daybreak  the  13th  the  troops  Avere 
X)ut  in  motion,  reaching  the  vicinity  ol'  M(*Allistei'  at  about  11  a.  m. 
About  one  mile  from  the  fort  a  iiicket  Avas  ca|)tnred,  revealing  the 
Avhereabouts  of  a  line  of  torpedoes  across  the  road.  Some  time  Avas 
lost  in  safely  removing  them,  AAdien  leaxung  eight  regiments  at  that 
X)oint,  nine  were  carried  forward  to  about  000  yards  from  the  fort  and 
deployed,  Avith  a  line  of  skirmishers  thrown  sufficiently  near  the  fort  to 
keep  the  gunners  from  AA'orking  th(?ir  guns  Avith  nny  eltect — those  tiring 
to  the  rear  ])eing  in  l)arbette.  The  grounds  to  the  right  of  tlie  fort  being 
marshy,  cut  through  by  deep  streams,  rendered  the  deployment  of  that 
])art  of  the  line  sIoaa"  and  difficult,  and  aa  as  not  com])letely  etfected  till 
4.45  X).  m.,  at  Avhieh  time,  ca  ery  officer  and  man  of  the  nine  regiments 
being  instructed  AA’hat  to  do,  the  bugle  sounded  the  forAvard,  and  id  ])re- 
eisely  5  o’clock  the  fort  aa  as  carried.  The  troox)s  AA;^u-e  d(‘j)loyed  in  one 
line  as  thin  as  X)OSsibhs  the  result  being  that  no  man  in  the  assault  Avas 
struck  till  they  came  to  close  quarters.  Here  the  hgliting  became  des- 
])erate  and  deadly,  dust  outside  the  Avorks  a  line  of  toipedoes  had 
l)een  xdaced,  many  of  Avhich  AA  ere  exjOoded  by  tlie  tread  of  the  troops, 
bloAving  inany  men  to  atoms,  but  the  line  moA  ed  on  AAuthout  checking, 
over,  und(*r,  and  through  abatis,  ditches,  x)alisading,  and  x^arapet,  light¬ 
ing  the  garrison  through  the  fort  to  their  bomb-x>roofs,  from  Avhich  they 
still  fought,  and  only  succumbed  as  each  man  aatis  individually  oaxu’’ 
X)OAV(‘red. 
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Our  losses  were  24  officers  and  meu  killed,  aud  110  officers  aud  men 
wounded. 

Oapt.  John  H.  Groce,  Thirtieth  Ohio,  an  officer  of  many  rare  and 
valuable  qualities,  and  who  led  the  first  assault  on  Vicksburg,  was 
killed,  and  Col.  Wells  S.  Jones,  Fifty-tbird  Ohio,  commanding  brigade, 
severely  wounded. 

The  regiments  most  conspicuous  in  their  gallantry  were  the  Seven¬ 
tieth,  Forty-seventh,  and  Thirtieth  Ohio;  all  the  rest  performed  their 
duty  equally  well. 

After  the  proper  commander  of  the  Second  Brigade  fell.  Col.  James 
S.  Martin,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois,  assumed  command  of  it, 
led  it  in  the  assault,  rendering  distinguished  service. 

Col.  A.  0.  Parry,  Forty-seventh  Ohio,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Phil¬ 
ips,  Seventieth  Oliio,  were  also  conspicuous  in  their  i)erformance  of 
duty. 

Maj.  Thomas  T.  Taylor,  Forty-seventh  Ohio,  acting  judge-advocate  of 
this  division,  preferring  to  serve  with  his  regiment  on  the  campaign, 
was  severely  wounded  while  lighting  in  the  fort. 

The  captures  were  as  follows:  The  garrison,  including  killed,  250  men 
and  officers,  24  iheces  of  ordnance,  with  their  equipment,  40  tons  am¬ 
munition,  a  montlfs  supply  of  food  for  the  garrison,  the  small-arms  of 
the  command,  all  the  animals  and  equipments  of  a  light  battery,  the 
horses  of  the  officers,  and  a  large  amount  of  jirivate  stores  placed  in  the 
fort  for  safety. 

To  my  entire  sta ft  especial  praise  is  due  for  their  faithful  and  efficient 
conduct  during  the  campaign. 

After  the  lall  of  McAllister  the  division  was  directed  to  destroy  the 
Gulf  railroad  for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  west  of  the  Ogeechee, 
which  it  proceeded  to  do  in  the  most  thorough  manner,  completing  the 
work  December  21 . 

1  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  accompanying  rei)orts  of  brigade 
commanders;  also,  to  drawings  of  Fort  McAllister,*  and  a  map  of  the 
country  passed  over.t 

The  supply  train  of  this  division  on  leaving  Atlanta  consisted  of 
eighty-three  six-mule  wagons.  I  transferred  to  other  commands  after 
reaching  the  vicinity  of  this  pla(*e  22,000  rations. 

T  am,  very  icspectf'ully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Hriif(i(lier-(jeneral  of  Yolunteers. 

Asst.  Ad.it.  Gen.,  Lieteenth  Aj^mv  (k)iips. 

A  J)  I)  K  X  i)  A  . 

Special  j  IIdgus.  Mil.  Div.  op  the  iMiss., 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  near  Flavaunah,  Ga., 

No.  131.  )  December  /A,  7(S6/. 

The  general-in-chief  announces  witli  pleasure*  that  to-day  at  4.30  j). 
m.  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corj)s,  assaulted  Fort  McAl¬ 
lister  and  carried  the  place,  ca])turing  its  entire  garrison  and  arma¬ 
ment,  giving  him  full  communication  with  the  fleet  and  the  army  ot 
Major-General  Foster. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Shei  inan: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Ca  mp. 

"Seo  !►.  112. 

t  See  Plate  L.XX,  Mai)  1  of  the  Atlas. 
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No.  22. 

Report  of  Col.  Theodore  Jones,  Thirtieth  Ohio  Infantrip  commanding 

First  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Ioth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  8,  1865. 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah : 

The  report  of  effective  force  of  November  13  was  in  aggregate  1,163. 
On  November  14  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  Illinois  Volun¬ 
teers  were  detached,  and  remained  so  during  the  whole  campaign.  On 
November  15  the  brigade,  with  the  division,  left  its  camp  near  Atlanta, 
and  marched  nineteen  miles,  passing  thiDugh  Kough  and  Eeady. 
November  16,  marched  sixteen  miles^  passing  through  McDonough. 
November  17,  marched  sixteen  miles.  November  18,  marched  to  In¬ 
dian  Springs;  distance,  seven  miles.  November  19,  marched  twelve 
miles,  crossing  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver  at  Ocmulgee  Mills.  November  20, 
marched  twelve  miles.  November  21,  marched  to  Clinton;  distance, 
six  miles.  The  brigade  was  left  at  this  place  to  cover  the  roads  until 
the  Fourth  Division  passed.  Temporary  works  were  thrown  up,  and 
remained  in  this  position  until  the  23d,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy 
most  of  the  time.  November  23,  moved  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  main  Gordon 
road,  marching  nine  miles.  November  24,  marched  to  Irwinton,  dis¬ 
tance  twenty  three  miles,  escorting  pontoon  train  from  Gordon.  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  marched  to  Ball’s  Ferry,  on  the  Oconee  Eiver.  Finding  the  enemy 
in  position  on  the  opposite  side,  the  Fifty-seventh  Ohio,  Major  McClure 
commanding,  and  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Illinois,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Maddux  commanding,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  along  the 
river-bank,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  across  the  river.  The  enemy 
left  during  the  night.  November  26,  the  brigade  crossed  the  river  and 
marched  five  miles.  November  27,  marched  seven  miles,  passing 
Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads.  November  28,  marched  fourteen  miles.  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  marched  sixteen  miles.  November  30,  marched  to  Summer¬ 
ville;  distance,  twelve  miles. 

December  1,  marched  fourteen  miles.  December  2,  marched  ten 
miles.  December  3,  marched  two  miles.  December  4,  marched  to  States- 
borough;  distance,  fourteen  miles.  December  5,  marched  sixteen  miles. 
December  6,  marched  one  mile  and  a  half.  December  7,  marched  to 
Black  Creek ;  distance,  fifteen  miles.  December  8,  marched  to  Bryan 
Court-House;  distance,  twelve  miles.  December  9,  marched  two  miles, 
crossing  the  Cannouchee  Eiver.  December  10,  recrossed  the  Cannou- 
cliee  and  crossed  the  Ogeechee  at  Dillon’s  Ferry,  and  camped  nine  miles 
from  Savannah  on  the  King’s  Bridge  road;  distance,  fifteen  miles. 
December  11,  remained  in  the  same  i)Osition.  December  12,  marched 
five  miles  and  candied  near  King’s  Bridge.  December  13,  crossed  the 
Ogeecliee  Eiver  and  marched  to  Fort  McAllister;  distance,  thirteen 
miles.  Tliree  regiments  of  the  brigade — viz,  the  Sixth  Missouri  Volun¬ 
teers  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Deusen),  the  Thirtieth  Ohio  (Captain 
Brooks),  and  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Illinois  (Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  Maddux) — were  ordered  to  make  a  detour  to  the  right  and  strike 
the  river  below  the  fort,  whicli  was  with  difficulty  accomplished,  the 
troops  having  to  move  through  a  deep  marsh,  and  under  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  from  the  fort.  At  about  5  ]).  m.  the  detachment  of*  this 
brigade  moved  forward,  in  conjunction  with  similar  detachments  from 
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the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  this  division,  to  the  assault  of  the 
fort,  which  was  carried  in  a  very  few  moments  and  in  gallant  style. 
Both  officers  and  men  of  iny  command  behaved  in  ji  manner  highly 
('reditable  to  themselves,  and  deser^  e  all  the  praise  bestowed  upon 
brave  and  gallant  soldiers.  December  IT,  camped  at  White  Hall  plan¬ 
tation.  December  15  and  lb,  still  in  camp.  December  17,  18,  19,  20, 
and  21,  the  brigade  was  em])loyed  in  dcvStroying  the  (riilf  railroad. 
Having  burnt  every  tie  and  twisted  nearly  e\  ery  rail  from  the  Sun- 
bury  Kiver  to  the  Ogeechee,  returned  to  camp  on  the  evening  of  the 
21st,  in  which  position  it  remained  until  January  1,  1805. 

A  report  of  the  losses  during  the  cam])aign  has  already  been  for¬ 
warded. 

1  have  the  honoi*  to  be,  very  resi^ectfullv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

^  THEO.  JONES, 
(Jolonelj  Comman ding, 

Capt.  G.  Lofland, 

A^st.  Adjt.  Gen.y  iSecond  Fifteenth  Arm g  Corps. 


No.  23. 

Feport  of  Col.  James  IS.  31artinj  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois  In- 
/antrg,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hd(.^ks.  Secjond  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  15tii  Army  Corps, 

Sava)tnah,  Ga.^  January  1,  1865. 

Captain  :* 

Broke  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  and  entered  upon  the  great 
campaign  of  the  war.  Our  line  of  march  was  through  McDonough. 
Hillsborough,  Clinton,  Irwinton,  Summerville,  Statesborough,  and 
Eden.  Crossed  the  Cannouchee  Biver  on  the  9th  day  of  December; 
marched  for  and  struck  theGulf  railroad  at  3  p.  m.,  partiallydevstroying 
about  four  miles  of  same;  returned  and  went  into  camp  near  the  river. 
On  the  following  morning  marched  for  Savannah,  and  went  into  camp 
at  cross-roads,  nine  miles  west  of  same,  making  distance  marched  310 
miles.  The  march  Avas  almost  void  of  the  usua.1  hardships,  and  might 
b(‘  termed  a  pleasure  trip.  The  men  were  abundantly  supplied,  and 
manifested  no  reluctance  in  obeying  General  Sherman’s  order  to  forage 
liberally  off  the  country.  Eemained  in  camp  until  1  p.  m.  of  the  12th, 
Avhen  we  broke  camp  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  King’s  Bridge; 
bivouacked  for  the  night  near  same.  Broke  camp  at  0  o’clock  on  the 
following  morning,  and  marched  for  Fort  McAllister;  halted  at  12  in.; 
formed  line,  composed  of  One  hundred  alld  eleventh  Illinois  Yolnnteers 
and  Fifty-fourth  and  Forty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Thirty-seventh 
and  Fifty-third  Ohio  Volunteers  and  Eighty-third  Indiana  Volunteers 
being  held  in  reserve.  Threw  out  skirmishers  and  advanced  to  within 
009  yards  of  the  fort,  where  the  main  line  was  halted  and  skirmishers 
pushed  forward  to  within  range  of  the  fort;  remained  in  this  position 
under  hre'of  the  enemy’s  artillery  until  3.30  p.  m.,  when  Colonel  rlones, 
commanding  brigade,being  in  advance  of  the  line,  was  severely  wounded 
and  Capt.  lohn  H.  Gi  oce,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  instantly 
killed, the  same  fatal  ball  killing  Captain  Groi'e  and  wounding  Colonel 

For  ]){)rtion  of  ici)ort  (hero  oniitt(Ml)  relating  to  ()})erati(>n,s  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  sec  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  71(i. 
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JoneSj  thereby  depriving  ns  of  the  services  of  two  brave  and  good  offi¬ 
cers  and  casting  a  gloom  over  the  com  maud.  I  was  ordered  to  take 
command  and  notified  to  make  all  necessary  preparations  for  an  assault, 
and  at  the  sound  of  the  bugle  to  charge  the  works  and  take  the  fort. 

Forward”  was  sounded  at  4.30,  and  within  ten  minutes  the  fort  was 
ours. 

The  conduct  of  tlie  regiments  engaged  deserves  the  highest  praise — 
not  a  falter,  but  steadily  on  under  a  withering  fire,  until  three  starry 
banners  waved  from  the  parapets,*  the  garrison  surrendered,  and  Fort 
McAllister  was  ours.  The  Second  Brigade  has  a  right  to  claim  the 
honor  of  planting  the  first  flag  upon  the  fort,  the  Forty-seventh  Ohio 
and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois  each  in  good  faith  claiming 
the  honor.  Each  regiment  having  performed  their  part  so  nobly,  I  for¬ 
bear  to  make  particular  mention  of  any.  I  entered  the  fort  with  the 
advance  of  my  brigade;  and  being  the  first  brigade  commander  in  the 
works,  the  same  was  surrendered  to  me  by  Major  Anderson,  and  the 
garrison  claimed  as  our  prison ei  s.  No  flag  was  found  flying  in  the  fort, 
and  Major  Anderson  pledged  me  his  word  that  he  had  none,  though  I 
learn  that  afterward  a  garrison  flag  was  found  hid  in  the  bomb-proof. 
This  surrender  opened  up  communication  with  our  fleet,  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  supplies  for  our  army  was  no  longer  discussed.  Casualties  in  the 
assault :  Killed,  4 ;  wounded,  34.  Marched  two  miles  back  and  went  into 
camp,  where  we  remained  until  17th ;  received  orders  to  march  to  McIn¬ 
tosh,  on  Gulf  railroad,  with  instructions  to  destroy  same  from  Wal- 
thourville  to  a  point  two  miles  east  of  McIntosh.  Reached  the  road  at 
II  o’clock  on  the  18th,  went  into  camp,  and  commenced  work.  Destroyed 
nine  miles  of  track,  twisting  every  rail  and  burning  every  tie.  Broke 
camp  at  5.30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st;  marched  to  cross-roads 
near  King’s  Bridge;  received  orders  to  report  with  my  brigade  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Osterhaus,  commanding  corps;  halted  to  issue  rations  that  had 
been  sent  me;  resumed  the  march;  crossed  the  river;  received  official 
information  while  on  the  march  that  Savannah  was  evacuated  by  the 
enemy  and  in  possession  of  our  troops.  I  bivouacked  for  the  night,  the 
campaign  being  closed. 

Inclosed  you  will  please  find  list  of  casualties. 

I  have  the*  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  MARTIN, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 

Capt.  Gordon  Lofland, 

xisHt.  Adjt.  Gen.^  iSecond  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Maj.  Williarn  M.  .Mabry,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois 
Infantry,  of  operations  October  4,  4864-January  4,  1865. 

IlEADQI^ARTERS  111  Til  ILLINOIS  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  4,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  circular  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows  as  to  the  part  taken  by  my  command  during 
the  past  campaign : 

Left  cam])  at  East  Point,  Ga.,  October  4,  1804,  and  participated  in 
all  the  marches,  skirmishes,  Ac.,  of  the  campaign  in  Northern  Georgia. 
Occupied  tlie  left  of  our  line  at  the  skirmish  with  Wheeler’s  cavalry 
near  Turkeytown,  Ala.,  October  25,  1804.  No  loss.  Nothing  further 
of  interest  occurred  during  this  portion  of  the  campaign. 
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Left  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  15, 1864,  in  the  expedition  through  Geor¬ 
gia  to  our  new  base  at  Savannah.  Nothing  worthy  of  particular  mention 
occurred  until  our  arrival  at  Fort  McAllister,  December  13, 1864.  Par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  successful  assault  upon  the  fort,  and  claim  the  honor  of 
planting  our  colors  on  the  works  of  the  fort  first.  Casualties  in  regiment 
were  2  killed  and  14  wounded  in  the  assault  upon  the  fort.  Eemained  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  McAllister  until  the  fall  of  Savannah,  when  we 
moved  to  within  four  or  five  miles  of  the  city;  are  now  encamped  one 
mile  from  the  city  on  the  right  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Eailroad. 

Officers  and  men  did  their  duty  so  well  during  the  entire  campaign 
that  I  can  make  particular  mention  of  none. 

Loss  during  campaign:  2  killed,  14  wounded,  1  missing;  total,  17. 
y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AV.  M.  MABEY, 

Major  111th  Illinois  Infantry,  Commandiny, 
Capt.  Frank  M.  Lewis, 

Act().  Asst.  Adjf.  Gen..,  2d  Briy.,  2d  IHv.,  15th  Army  Corps. 


No.  25. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  (leorye  H.  Scott,  JEighty-third  Indiana  Infantry, 
of  operations  September  5,  1864-Jannary  2^  1865. 

Hdqrs.  Eighty-third  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  4,  1865. 

Captain:  In  accordance  with  instructions  I  submit  the  followiag 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Eighty- third  Eegiment  Indiana  Volun¬ 
teers  from  September  5, 1864,  up  to  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  to  wit : 

Camped  at  East  Point,  Ga.,  until  October  4;  marched  toward  Chat¬ 
tanooga  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  via  Kingston  and  Eome,  and  camped 
on  Little  Eiver  October  21 ;  distance  traveled,  104  miles.  Detailed  to 
go  to  Eome  to  guard  supply  train;  returned  October  25;  distance, 
eighty-two  miles.  Marched  on  the  29th  via  Powder  Springs,  and 
camped  near  Marietta  November  5 ;  distance,  104  miles.  Eegiment  was 
paid  here.  November  14  [15],  took  up  line  of  march  south,  via  Hills¬ 
borough  and  Irwinton,  toward  the  coast,  meeting  with  very  little  opposi¬ 
tion.  Crossed  the  Ocmulgee,  Oconee,  Cannouchee,  and  Ogeechee 
Elvers,  and  struck  the  Gulf  railroad  on  the  9th  of  December  and  tore 
up  several  miles  of  the  track.  Eeturned  and  marched  to  Fort  McAllis¬ 
ter  on  the  13th.  Eemained  here  a  few  days  and  marched  out  on  the 
Gulf  railroad,  and  assisted  in  destroying  about  nine  miles  of  the  track. 
Eeturned  and  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  on  the  21st.  Enemy  evacu¬ 
ated  the  city  of  Savannah  on  the  night  of  the  21st  [20th].  Eemained 
in  camp  until  January  2,  and  marched  into  town;  went  into  camii  inside 
the  fortifications. 

Distance  marched  since  October  4,  1864,  750  miles. 

The  regiment  lost  1  man  killed  and  2  missing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resj)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  n.  SCOTT, 

Lieut.  Col..  Comdy.  Lighly-third  Regiment  Indi((na  Votnnteers. 

('apt.  E.  Al.  Leavis, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  2d  IHv.,  15th  Army  Corps. 
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Repori  of  Lieut.  Col.  Louin  rou  BleHsiuph^  Thief y-seeentli  Ohio  Tnfautrip 
<)/ oim'ations  Noeembee  13^  1804- January  2,1865. 


Hdqps.  Thirty-seventh  Eegt.  Ohio  Yet.  Yol.  Inft\., 

Savannah,  Oa.,  January  3,  1865. 

History  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Regiineiit  Ohio  Infantry  Yeteran 
V  olunteers  of  the  late  campaign,  from  Noveml)er  13,  1804,  to  Janu¬ 
ary  2,  1805: 

On  the  13th  day  of  November,  1804,  the  regiment  marched  from  Camp 
Smyrna,  Ga.,  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  and  there 
liaving  been  equipped,  marched  out  of  Atlanta  on  the  15th  as  a  part  of 
the  army  which,  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Sherman,  under¬ 
took  the  great  invasion  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  from  the  northwestern 
])art  to  the  southeastern  border  of  said  State.  The  line  of  march  the 
regiment  made  was  over  McDonough,  Indian  Springs,  near  which  place 
it  crossed  the  Ocmulgee  River,  passing  through  Hillsborough  and  Clin¬ 
ton.  At  the  latter  place,  November  22,  the  regiment,  with  the  rifteenth 
Michigan  Yolunteer  Infantry,  went  on  picket  on  the  road  leading  to 
Macon,  from  where  the  enemy’s  cavalry  tried  to  enter  Clinton,  and  cut 
off  the  train  of  the  division.  The  regiment  went  into  line  of  battle,  and 
the  enemy  was  forced  to  retreat  by  our  advancing  skirmish  line.  On 
the  23d  tlie  regiment  remained  near  Clinton,  covering  the  rear  of  the 
division,  and  marched  on  the  same  day  toward  Griswold,  and  joined 
its  brigade  and  division  near  said  place,  after  having  crossed  the  Geor¬ 
gia  Central  Railroad ;  thence  passed  tlirough  Irwinton  and  marched  to 
the  Oconee  River,  which  it  crossed  on  the  26th  of  November,  when  it 
resumed  its  march  through  the  swamps  and  arrived  at  Summerville  on 
the  30th.  The  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  continued  its  march  toward 
the  sea-coast  through  the  low  and  swampy  country  of  Georgia,  and 
h Jiving  passed  Emanuel  and  Bulloch  Counties  of  said  State,  on  the 
right  (southwest)  side  of  Ogeechee  River,  it  crossed  the  Cannouchee 
River  on  the  9th  of  December,  marched  to  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Rail¬ 
road,  and  destroyed  the  same,  in  connection  with  the  other  regiments  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  for  about  five  miles.  Having  returned  the  same 
day  to  the  Cannouchee  River,  it  crossed  the  same  the  next  day,  and  also 
tlie  Ogeechee  River,  the  latter  near  the  Ogeechee  Canal,  then  marched 
toward  Savannah,  within  nine  miles  of  which  the  regiment  bivouacked. 

On  the  12th  the  regiment  returned  with  the  brigade  and  division  to 
the  Ogeechee  River,  crossed  it  at  King’s  Bridge  on  the  13th,  and 
•  advanced  on  Fort  McAllister,  which  was  invested  and  carried  by 
assault.  The  regiment  bivouacked  near  the  fort  until  December  17, 
when  it  marchecl  with  the  brigade  to  McIntosh,  thirty  miles  southwest 
of  Savannah,  on  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Railroad,  which  was  reached 
on  the  18th,  and  the  regiment  being  engaged  in  destroying  the  railroad 
<‘ompletely,  so  that  nothing  was  left  but  the  twisted  iron  rails,  until  the 
night  of  the  20th.  On  the  21st  the  regiment  returned  to  the  Ogeechee 
Jtiyer  and  crossed  it  at  King’s  Bridge,  in  the  meantime  Savannah 
being  evacuated  by  the  enemy.  Tlie  regiment  went  in  bivouac  eleven 
miles  from  Savannah,  and  marched  on  the  29th  to  within  four  miles  of 
Savannah,  jind  went  into  camp  on  the  southwest  side  of  Savannah,  at 
the  Gulf  railroad,  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1865. 

Distance  marched  from  Atlanta  November  15,  1864,  to  Januarv  2, 
1865,  .374  miles. 


L.  YON  BLESSING!!, 

Lieut.  Cot.,  Comdy.  Thirty-seventh  Ohio  Veteran  \'ol.  Infantry. 
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No.  117. 

Report  of  (PI.  Anpustn.s  (\  Parr}/,  Forty -fierenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of 
operations  Xoremher  15,  IBGl-Jannary  2,  1865, 

Hdqrs.  Forty-seventh  Kegt.  Ohio  Yet.  Yol.  Infty., 

tSavannalij  (la.,  January  4,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Forty-seventh  Eegiment  Ohio  Yeteran  Volunteer  Infantry 
in  the  late  expedition  through  the  State  of  Georgia: 

•  In  accordance  with  orders  from  superior  headquarters,  I  started  witli 
the  regiment  from  camp  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  15th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1864,  having  received,  a  few  days  previous,  about  400  drafted  men 
and  substitutes,  who  performed  their  duties  in  the  subsequent  cam- 
l)aign  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  better  than  1  had  reason  to  expect. 
During  the  whole  march  nothing  remarkable  occurred  in  wliich  tlie 
regiment  bore  a  conspicuous  ])art  until  the  morning  of  the  loth  of 
December,  when  the  division  was  ordered  to  march  to  and  assault  Fort 
McAllister,  on  the  Ogeechee  Fiver.  This  day  iny  regiment  had  the 
advance,  and  in  the  afternoon,  when  orders  for  the  assault  were  given, 
we  had  the  honor  of  planting  the  first  Stars  and  Stripes  on  the  parapet 
of  the  doomed  fort.  Four  days  afterward  we  participated  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Savannah,  Gulf,  and  Albany  Railroad.  Returned  from  said 
(expedition  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  and  entered  the  suburbs  of  the 
city  of  Savannah  on  the  2d  of  January,  1805. 

Inclosed  I  append  a  list  of  casualties  during  the  campaign.* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUG.  C.  PARRY, 

CoJonelj  Comely.  Forty-seventh  Beyt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vot.  Infantry. 

Capt.  Frank  M.  Lewis, 

Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant- (lenerat,  8econd  Briyade. 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Meej.  Georye  F.  Kili,  Fifty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-foi  rth  Regt.  Ghio  Yet.  Yol.  Infantry, 

Havcmnefh,  Ga.^  January  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
re])ort  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fifty-fourth  Ohio  in  the  late  caini)aign 
through  Georgia: 

The  Fifty-fourth  Ohio  joined  the  brigade  from  detached  service  at 
White  Hall,  near  Atlanta,  on  the  night  of  November  14.  Received 
orders  same  evening  to  be  prepared  to  move  next  morning  (15th)  at  , 
daylight.  Left  White  Hall  about  8  a.m.;  marcluM  steadily  forward,  , 
unmolested  by  the  enemy.  On  the  16th  passed  through  McDonough ; 
crossed  Ocmulgee  River  at  Ocmulgee  Mills  December  19;  20th,  inarclied  ' 
through  Hillsborough;  passed  Clinton  21st,  and  struck  the  Macon  and  •: 
Augusta  Railroad  on  22d.  2Md,  continued  march  south.  24th,  camped  ] 
near  Irwinton.  25th,  passed  through  Irwinton;  enemy  in  our  front. 
26th,  crossed  Oconee  River  at - Ferry. 


Shows  1  manUillod,  and  1  otticer  and  IT)  men  wounded. 
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1  )eceiiil)ei‘  4,  iin  ived  at  8tat(‘sb()r()iigli.  DeciMuber  5,  leave  Htatesbur- 
oiigh  aiul  marcli  soiitli.  I)eeeiiib(‘r  i),  crossed  Caniioncliee  Hiver  and 
struck  the  Gulf  railroad,  which  we  ilestroyed  tor  a  distance  of  four  miles. 
lOth,  recrossed  Cannoucliee  lliver  and  marched  to  Ogeechee  Eiver, 
which  we  crossed,  and  camped  eleven  miles  from  Savannah.  13th,  - 
crossed  Ogeechee  River  at  King’s  Bridge,  and  marched  on  Fort  Mc¬ 
Allister,  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  r(d)els  and  mounting 
twenty-two  heavy  guns.  Attack  was  made  at  4  p.  m.,  and  after  a  short 
but  stubborn  resistance  the  fort  Avas  carried  by  storm.  In  this  action 
the  Fifty-fourth  Ohio  lost  5  men  wounded,  2  of  whom  have  since  died 
of  their  wounds.  Captain  Keff,  Company  II,  received  a  severe  wound 
in  right  leg. 

The  subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  the  Ihfty- fourth  in  the 
late  campaign.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  F.  KILI, 

Major,  (Um m  andi ng. 

Capt.  F.  M.  Lewis, 

Acling  AHsutani  Adjniant-GeneraJ,  Second  Brigade. 


Ko.  2h. 

Beporfs  of  Col.  John  M.  Oliver,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Jamiary  6,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  detail  of  operations  of 
this  brigade  in  the  campaign  so  gloriously  concluded  by  the  ca])ture  of 
Fort  McAllister  and  surrender  of  Savannah: 

()n  the  15th  of  November,  1864,  we  left  White  Hall  at  10  a.  m.,  and 
marched  in  a  southerly  direction,  passing  through  Rough  and  Ready; 
(‘ani])ed  near  Tucker’s  cabin,  Henry  County,  at  5  j).  m.,  having  marched 
fourteen  miles.  On  the  16th  left  camp  at  6  a.  m.,  ])assing  through 
McDonough.  Two  miles  south  of  town  we  reached  camx)  at  5  p.m.; 
distance  marched,  sixteen  miles.  17th,  marched  from  3.30  i>.  m.  until 
12.3>0  night.  The  troops  marched  on  the  left  side  of  the  road,  while  the 
wagon  train  and  artillery  took  the  road,  (himped  at  Liberty  Church, 
having  marched  seventeen  miles.  18th,  resumed  our  march  at  8  a.  m.; 
encamped  at  Indian  Springs  at  1  p.  m. ;  distance  marched,  six  miles  and 
a  half.  10th,  left  camp  at  3  a.  m.;  marched  to  the  Ocmtdgee  River  and 
crossed  on  ])ontoon  bridge;  halted  for  the  night  neaiy  Hillsborough, 
nrrriving  in  cam])  at  4.30;  distance  marched,  lifteen  miles.  20th, 
marched  at  10  a.  m.,  ])assing  through  Hillsborough  nnd  encamped  five 
miles  south  of  town,  arriving  at  7  p.  m.;  distance  marched,  twelve  miles, 
21st,  resumed  march  at  6  a.  m.;  rained  all  day;  roads  in  a  terrible  con¬ 
dition;  passed  through  the  town  of  (Hinton  and  cain])ed  within  nine  miles 
of  Macon;  distance  marched,  thirteen  miles.  Left  Fifteenth  Michigan 
Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  at  (Hinton  to  guard  roads  leading  to 
.Macou  until  the  trains  had  ])assed.  About  4  p.  m.  they  had  a  siiarp 
skirmish  with  Breckinridge’s  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  rei)ulsed  them, 
with  a  loss  oi'  two  men  Avounded.  On  the  22d  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m. ; 

*  ShoAvs  2  men  killed,  and  1  officer  and  4  men  wounded. 


120 


opp:kations  in  s.  c.,  ga.,  and  fla. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


iiiarcliecl  in  a  southeasterly  course,  crossing  the  Macon  and  Augnsta 
Railroad,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  our  trooi)s,  and  encamped  on 
the  (xordon  road.  The  enemy  attacked  the  First  Division,  and  were 
repulsed.  Fifteenth  Michigan  A^eteran  A^olunteer  Infantry  reported  at 
6  p.  m.  from  Clinton.  Marched  this  day  ten  miles.  23d,  marched  at  9  a. 
m.  in  the  direction  of  Gordon  by  a  circuitous  route,  reaching  camp  at 
12  m.  j  took  position  and  fortified  ;  marched  five  miles.  24th,  left  cam]) 
at  9  a.  m.,  arriving  at  Irwinton  at  3  p.  m.;  marched  five  miles.  25th, 
resumed  our  march  to  the  Oconee  River,  passing  through  the  town  of 
Irwinton,  arriving  at  the  river  at  4  p.  m.  The  enemy,  being  posted  on 
the  opposite  bank,  prevented  our  crossing.  Artillery  was  placed  in 
position  and  opened  on  their  works.  The  Ninetieth  Illinois  and  Ninety- 
ninth  Indiana  Volunteers  were  detailed  to  picket  the  river.  The  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps  joined  us  at  this  point.  The  Fourth  Division  and 
pontoon  train  also  arrived.  Distance  marched,  twelve  miles.  26th,  the 
enemy  evacuated  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Oconee  at  12  o’clock  (night). 
At  6  p.  m.  crossed  the  river,  marched  two  miles,  and  encamped.  27tli, 
marched  in  a  northeasterly  course  and  encamped  at  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads 
at  12  m.;  distance  marched,  eight  miles.  28th,  resumed  march  and  en¬ 
camped;  distance,  fifteen  miles.  29th,  marched  eighteen  miles;  roads 
in  a  terrible  condition  on  account  of  rain.  30th,  marched  fifteen  miles ; 
had  to  corduroy  and  bridge  the  roads  continually. 

On  the  1st  of  December  left  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  passing  through  Can- 
nouchee  Post-Office,  and  encamped  at  the  junction  of  the  Jones  Ferry 
and  old  Savannah  roads,  arriving  at  5  p.  m.;  marched  fourteen  miles. 
2d,  at  8  a.  m.  marched  on  the  Savannah  road,  crossing  Scull’s 
Creek,  and  encamx)ed  in  Bulloch  County;  distance,  ten  miles.  3d, 
marched  and  encamped  on  Lott’s  Creek;  distance,  five  miles.  4th, 
at  8  a.  m.  resumed  march  in  a  southerly  course.  At  3  p.  m.  some 
mounted  foragers  of  the  division  were  attacked  by  some  600  cavalry 
near  Statesborough,  and  driven  back,  until  the  enemy  encountered  the 
Seventieth  Ohio  Veteran  A^olunteer  Infantry,  who  were  in  advance  as 
guard  for  pioneers  corduroying  roads.  The  Seventieth  Ohio  gave 
them  one  volley,  after  which  the  rebels  hastily  retreated,  leaving  6  killed 
and  1  wounded  in  our  hands.  Our  loss  was  slight.  We  encamped 
at  Statesborough.  Distance  marched,  fourteen  miles.  5th,  at  9  a.  m. 
marched  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  encamped  at  6  p.  m. ;  distance 
marched,  thirteen  miles.  6th,  I  was  ordered  to  marOh  to  Jenks’  Bridge 
and  secure  the  crossing.  Left  camp  between  6  and  7  a.  m.,  leaving  all 
my  trains  but  four  ambulances,  two  wagon-loads  of  ammunition,  and  the 
tool  wagon.  Upon  arriving  at  the  river  found  the  bridge  destroyed.  The 
Fifteenth  Michigan  and  Seventeenth  Ohio  Veteran  A^olunteer  Infantry 
took  position  on  the  river-bank;  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois  and  Ninetieth 
Illinois  and  Ninety-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers  were  put  in  position 
faced  to  the  rear,  with  a  section  of  artillery  from  the  Third  Division  on 
a  hill  back  of  the  river  half  a  mile.  Distance  marched,  fifteen  miles. 
Stacked  arms  and  went  into  camp  12  m.  The  vigor  of  tlie  troo])S  and 
their  earnest  efitbrt  to  reach  the  river,  secure  the  bridge,  and  strike  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  enabled  us  to  make  this  march  with  astonishing  quick¬ 
ness.  When  we  arrived  at  the  camp  of  the  Third  Division,  which  was  one 
mile  and  a  half  nearer  Jenks’  Bridge  than  our  cam]),  we  waited  one  hour 
and  a  half  at  least  for  the  artillery,  which  had  not  been  notified  that 
they  were  to  accompany  the  expedition.  This  delay  in  the  outset,  and 
some  skirmishing  on  the  way,  left  the  actual  marching  time  less  than 
four  hours.  7th,  we  were  ordered  to  the  Cannouchee  River  to  hold 
and  save  the  bridge  across  the  river  if  ])ossible.  AVe  met  tlie  enemy’s 
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l)ickets  ou  Black  Creek.  Skirmishing  commenced  and  continued  lor 
twelve  mileSj  until  our  mounted  force  arrived  at  the  bridge,  which  they 
found  in  dames.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  command  seemed  deter¬ 
mined  to-day  to  strike  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  who  had  some  twenty-three 
prisoners  whom  they  fed  on  sorghum  stalks.  At  Black  Creek  the  ob¬ 
structions  in  the  ford  were  removed,  so  that  our  ambulances  and 
ammunition  wagons  crossed  the  ford  before  the  troops  could  get  across 
ou  the  stringers  of  the  still  burning  bridge.  The  enemy  were  pushed 
so  hard  that  they  could  not  destroy  the  bridge  across  Mill  Creek  at  all. 
At  one  place,  near  Bryan  County  Court-House,  the  men  waded  in  four 
ranks  through  a  swam})  300  yards  across  up  to  their  waists  in  water. 
We  cajitured  two  prisoners  and  live  horses.  The  mounted  force,  with 
one  regiment  of  infantry,  remained  at  the  river,  and  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  encamped  at  Eden  (Bryan  County  Court-House).  Distance 
marched,  twenty  miles.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Berkey,  Ninety-ninth  In¬ 
diana  Volunteers,  who  was  in  command  of  the  mounted  force  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  (sixty  men),  conducted  the  o})erations  of  the  advance  with  great 
skill  and  perseverance.  8th,  at  daylight  enemy  opened  with  artillery  and 
shelled  the  woods  fiercely,  hurting  no  one ;  skirmished  with  them  all  day. 
Sent  a  detachment  of  the  mounted  men  to  efiect  a  crossing  u})  the 
river,  which  they  Avere  unable  to  do.  The  skirmishing  across  the  river 
was  ke})t  u})  so  fiercely  that  the  enemy  in  two  nights  and  a  day  could 
not  destroy  the  bridges  across  the  two  lagoons,  which  were  600  feet  or 
more  across.  If  they  had  been  destroyed  we  could  not  have  reached 
the  Gulf  railroad  or  saved  any  }iortion  of  King’s  Bridge  without  mak¬ 
ing  a  march  of  thirty  miles.  The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  dur¬ 
ing  this  expedition  was  highly  })raiseworthy.  We  have  no  skulkers. 
The  balance  of  the  division  and  }iontoon  train  joined  us  here  and 
commenced  to  put  in  artillery  during  the  night.  9th,  the  enemy  left 
during  the  night,  but  before  leaving  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  artillery 
and  musketry.  At  daylight  was  ordered  to  secure  and  hold  King’s 
Bridge,  across  the  Ogeechee.  I  at  once  commenced  to  cross  my 
brigade  over  the  Gannouchee,  by  ferrying  them  in  pontoon -boats  and 
swimming  the  horses.  It  took  us  nearly  two  hours  to  cross.  Pushed 
rapidly  forward  for  eight  miles  to  King’s  Bridge,  but  were  unable 
to  save  but  })art  of  it.  We  then  returned  to  Way’s  Station  to  camj), 
leaving  two  companies  of  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers  to  guard 
the  crossing  and  prevent  further  destruction  of  the  bridge.  We 
received  orders  to  destroy  all  trestles  on  the  railroad ;  also  the  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Ogeechee.  We  destroyed  fourteen  trestles,  varying 
from  30  to  150  yards  long,  and  the  Gulf  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Ogeechee,  a  magnificent  bridge  500  yards  longj  took  18  prisoners;  fin¬ 
ished  our  work  at  9.30  p.  m.  10th,  left  Way’s  Station  at  5  a.  m;  re¬ 
turned  to  the  (Jannouchee  Eiver,  recrossed,  and  marched  to  the 
Ogeechee  River,  and  crossed  at  Dillon’s  Ferry,  and  encamped  within 
ten  miles  of  Savannah;  distance  marched,  eighteen  miles.  11th  and 
12th,  rested  in  camp.  13th,  left  cam})  and  marched,  crossing  the  Ogee¬ 
chee  on  King’s  Bridge,  to  within  about  one  mile  of  Fort  McAllister 
and  formed.  The  Third  Brigade  formed  the  center  of  division  line,  the 
Ninetietli  Illinois  on  the  right.  Forty-eighth  Illinois  in  the  center,  and 
Seventieth  Ohio  on  the  left.  The  Fifteenth  Michigan  and  Ninety-ninth 
Indiana  were  in  reserve.  Advanced  half  a  mile  and  halted  until  5  }). 
rn.  to  enable  other  troops  to  get  in  })osition,  when  the  order  Avas  given 
to  advance  and  take  the  fort.  The  distance  from  our  line  to  the  fort 
was  about  700  yards  through  open  fields.  The  taking  of  this  fort  Avas 
so  cheerfully  and  gallantly  done  by  the  troo])s  of  this  brigade  that 


122 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  0.,  OA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


there  is  hardly  any  way  to  do  them  full  Justiec*.  The  eondiict  of  Oap- 
tain  (frillies,  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers,  coniuianding  skirmish 
line,  in  silencing  two  of  the  lO-ineh  guns  bearing  on  our  front,  by  his 
sharpshooters,  and  in  his  haud-to-hand  tight  with  Captain  Clinch,  ought 
to  be  noticed  in  general  orders.  Captain  Smith,  of  the  same  regiment, 
who  rejoined  us  on  the  27th  of  jN^ovember,  1864,  after  escaping  from 
(Jolumbia,  S.  C.,  was  the  first  man  in  the  fort,  and  was  killed  inside  of 
it.  He  was  a  gallant  officer.  The  fiag  of  the  Seventieth  Ohio  was  the 
first  on  the  fort,  though  the  gallant  veterans  of  the  Forty-eighth  and 
Ninetieth  Illinois  were  there  with  them  almost  at  the  same  time.  Both 
color  bearers  of  the  Forty-eighth  were  killed  with  torpedoes.  The 
color  bearer  of  the  Seventieth  Ohio  was  also  killed  just  as  he 
handed  the  flag  to  a  comrade  when  climbing  over  the  abatis.  The 
men  of  this  command  under  fire  cannot  be  surpassed.  The  only  order 
I  gave  them  was  that  when  the  “forward?’  was  sounded  to  march 
steadily  until  they  reached  our  skirmishers  and  then  go  in.  The  action 
lasted  twelve  minutes.  Our  loss  was  76  officers  and  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  results  of  this  action  were  most  important;  our  com¬ 
munications  were  at  once  fully  established.  Captures  in  the  fort  by 
division  were  24  guns,  about  200  prisoners,  medical  stores,  ([uarter- 
master’s  stores,  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  stores,  ammunition,  and 
small-arms.  A  garrison  flag  was  taken  by  Captain  Nelson,  of  my  staff, 
and  sent  to  your  headquarters.  On  the  14th  the  Seventieth  Ohio  Vol¬ 
unteers,  on  account  of  the  conspicuous  part  taken  by  them  in  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  fort  yesterday,  was  ordered  to  garrison  it.  17th,  left  camp 
witli  three  regiments — Ninety-ninth  Indiana,  Forty-eighth  Illinois,  and 
Fifteenth  Michigan  Volunteers — for  the  Gulf  railroad.  Keturned  on  the 
21st,  having  marched  forty  miles  and  destroyed  seven  miles  of  tlie  road, 
burning  every  tie  and  twisting  every  rail.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d 
our  trooi^s  entered  Savannah.  The  Third  Brigade  of  this  division  con¬ 
sists  of  the  Fifteenth  Michigan  V^eteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hutchinson  commanding;  Ninetieth  Illinois  Volunteers,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Stuart  commanding;  Seventieth  Ohio  V^eteraii  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Philips  commanding;  Ninety-ninth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Berkey  commanding;  and 
Forty-eighth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  Major  Adams  com¬ 
manding.  I  know  of  no  troops  in  our  army  that  sur])ass  them  in 
heroism  and  self  devotion — but  few,  very  few,  equal  them. 

To  my  staff  I  have  been  greatly  indebted  for  success — Cai)tain  La 
Point,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Captain  Nelson,  acting  assist¬ 
ant  inspector-general ;  Lieutenant  Brown,  acting  aide de  (-*ami).  1  thank 
them  all  sincerely  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  dis(diarged  their 
duties.  Lieut.  John  Hoyle,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  this  bri¬ 
gade,  deserves  special  mention.  His  discharge  of  duty'has  been  ])erfect, 
and  I  would  especially  recommend  his  promotion. 

To  yourself  and  other  officers  of  the  division  staff  I  offer  my  lu^arty 
thanks  for  the  courtesy  and  for  the  many  acts  which  have  vShown  how 
well  and  thoroughly  you  have  striven  for  the  success  of  all  in  this 
campaign. 

I  am,  sir,  resi)ectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

.lOHX  .M.  OLIVER, 

(  V> h> nrl.  Com  m a  n (I i ng. 

Capt.  G.  Lofland, 

d.s'.s*/.  Adji.  (lien..  Second  Division,  Fiftecnih  Ayrng  Corps. 
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IIixHvS.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

SarauHah,  Ga.j  January  4y  1865. 

SiR:  J  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  the  following  list  of  casualties  in 
this  brigade  from  N'ovemher  15,  1854,  np  to  December  22,  1864: 


(’omniarnh 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Otfieer.s.  ' 

1  C 

Aggregate. 

1  Officers. 

d 

ic 

i 

i/j 

bt 

.  Officers. 

Men, 

.  . 

© 

bi  ; 
H  1 
bi  j 

15th  Michigan  Veteran  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 

70th  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry . 
48th  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry. 

V"nliTnf,ppr.-«4 

1 

6 

3 

1  .....  - 

‘  ! 
3  i 

. 1 

1 

1 . ' 

3 

35 

17 

14 

2 

3 

36 

17 

14 

2 

1 

16 

1 

1 

16 

1 

00^1^  Tuflifl.Tifi  VoluTiteers  . 

3 

3  i 

Total . 

I 

1 

16 

17 

1 

71  ' 

J 

1 : 

j . 

21 

21  i 

4 

59 

25 

17 

5 

HO 


Hespeetfnllv,  voni’  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  OLIVEE, 
Colanel.  Com mandiny. 


[('apt.  (t.  Lore  and.] 


No.  50. 

Report  of  Briy.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  E.  S.  Army,  eommandlny  Third 

I  Hvisio7i . 

llDQRS.  Third  1  )ivision.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 

Ma.tor:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rejiort  of  my  eoni- 
mand  during  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  this  place: 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  command¬ 
ing  the  army,  I  marched  from  Oartersville,  Ga.,  on  the  12th  day  of 
November,  1864.  Reported  at  headquartei  s  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  at 
White  Hall,  near  Atlanta,  on  the  14th  of  November,  at  11  a.  m.  The 
necessaiy  clothing  and  cam])  and  garrison  equipage  in  store  for  us  at 
Atlanta  were  issued,  and  with  twenty  days’  rations  and  230  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man,  was  ready  to  move  the  same  day.  The  command 
nioved  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  15th  of  November  and  marched,  via  Rongh  and 
Ready,  Stockbridge,  McDonough,  Jackson,  crossing  the  Ocmulgee 
River  at  Seven  Islands,  Hillsborough  and  Clinton,  to  Gordon,  at  which 
point  my  command  effectually  destroyed  four  miles  of  the  railroad  and 
about  500  yards  of  the  trestle  bridge  three  miles  west  of  Gordon; 
thence  by  way  of  Irwinton,  crossing  the  Oconee  River  at  Ball’s  Ferry, 
four  miles  below  the  railroad  bridge,  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads,  Summerville, 
Statesborough,  crossing  the  Ogeechee  River  at  Jenks’  Bridge;  thence 
marcliing  between  the  Little  and  Big  Ogeechee  Rivers  to  Bethel  Church, 
on  the  Savannali  Canal.  On  the  10th  of  December  1  left  the  supi)ly 
train  in  eamx),  guafded  by  one  regiment  of  infantry,  and  moved  upon  the 
south  side  of  the  canal  to  a  ])oint  about  four  miles  and  a  half  from 
Savannah,  where  the  enemy  were  discovered  in  position  with  a  battery, 
covering  a  small  road.  Skirmishers  were  at  once  deployed,  and  the 
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l>ri<»’ade,  Ool.  J.  J>.  McOowii  (‘oiimiaiidiug,  formed  in 

line;  the  Second  Brigade,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  B.  Eauin  connnanding, 
w as  form ed  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade.  These  disposition s  havi i ) g 
been  made,  it  was  found  impossible  for  the  skirmishers  to  advance, 
owing  to  the  low,  marshy  ground  in  front  having  been  overllowed  from 
the  canal  to  the  depth  of  from  four  to  six  feet,  and  the  road,  scarcely 
ten  feet  wide,  being  amply  protected  by  the  enemy’s  guns.  During  the 
night  a  work  was  thrown  up,  and  three  guns  of  Battery  B,  First  Michi¬ 
gan  Artillery,  Captain  Arndt  commanding,  were  placed  in  position, 
which  opened  upon  the  enemy’s  gnus  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  11th  or  1  )ecend)er.  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  rightat  8  a.  m.  the 
same  morning,  when  the  guns  and  the  line  Avere  AvithdraAA'ii,  leaving 
the  skirmishers  in  position.  A  brisk  fire  Avas  kept  u})  by  them  until 
the  evening  of  the  11th,  when  they  Avere  relieved  by  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A. 
Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

Tlie  casualties  on  the  lOth  and  11th  at  this  place  Avere  as  iblloAvs: 
(commissioned  officers — slightly  Avounded,  2.  Enlisted  men — killed,  1 ; 
slightly  Avounded,  4;  severely  Avounded.  1. 

At  9  p.  m.  December  11  followed  the  First  Division  to  the  right  and 
camped  at  Anderson’s  plantation,  and  on*  the  12th  took  up  a  position 
near  Miller’s  Station  (No.  1)  on  the  Gulf  railroad.  OAviug  to  the  width 
of  the  marsh  and  the  Little  Ogeechee  Eiver,  an  advance  Avas  imprac¬ 
ticable.  An  outpost  was  stationed  at  the  abutment  of  the  railroad 
bridge,  the  only  available  ground  on  my  front.  At  this  place  one  man 
was  killed.  On  the  19th  a  Avork  was  commenced  on  the  railroad  for 
three  guns.  It  Avas  not  completed,  however,  when  the  enemy  evacu¬ 
ated  Savannah.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  command  moved  into 
Savannah,  camping  in  the  suburbs  between  the  Gulf  railroad  and  Shell 
road. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  diAusion  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  commendation — ahvays  cheerful  and  complying  strictly  with 
all  orders,  which  made  the  march  a  A*ery  pleasant  one.  1  take  pleasure 
in  reporting  that  not  a  single  man  was  lost  by  straggling.  The  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  brigades  and  regiments  ha  Am  my  thanks  for  their 
co-operation. 

The  weather  during  the  march  was  pleasant,  and  supplies  of  fowls, 
pigs,  and  sAveet  potatoes  abundant,  Avith  plenty  of  forage  for  the  ani¬ 
mals. 

During  the  march  this  command  cut  about  ten  miles  of  road  through 
the  AYOods,  and  made  5,010  yards  of  corduroy,  not  including  many 
])laces  where  rails  were  couAmnient  and  could  be  throAvn  down  Avithout 
detaining  the  column. 

A  few  prisoners  were  captured,  and  800  bales  of  cotton  destroyed. 

I  am,  major,  aciw  respectfuliv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

dNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Armif  Corps. 

A  J>  J)  E  X  D  A  . 

CiRCTJDAR.]  HdQRS.  ThIRT)  Dn^,  FIFTEENTH  ARMY  CoRPS, 

l^avannah,  Ga.^  Deeemher  1864. 

The  general  commanding  announces  Avith  pride  and  pleasure  that 
the  division  Avas  highly  complimented  l)y  IMajor-General  Sherman  for 
their  soldierly  bearing  and  the  good  condition  of  their  arms.  The  Fifty- 
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uintli  Indiana  and  Sixty-third  Illinois  Kegiinents  were  noticed  particu¬ 
larly  for  their  good  marching.  The  general  would  also  take  this  occa¬ 
sion  to  thank  the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  prompt  execution  and 
compliance  with  all  orders ;  and  the  fact  that  we  have  lost  but  one  man 
by  straggling  during  a  march  of  350  miles  is  evidence  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  command,  for  which  every  officer  and  soldier  should  be 
proud,  and  none  more  so  than  the  general  commanding. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  JJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 

Divisio7i. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

tSavannah,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865. 

INlAJOR :  * 

The  comjiiand  by  consecutive  marches  passed  through  Kingston, 
Allatoona,  and  Marietta,  and  arrived  at  Atlanta  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th  [November],  just  as  the  Fifteenth  Corps  debouched  from  the  town. 
Twenty  days’  supplies  were  loaded  on  the  trains,  and  the  command 
moved  to  overtake  the  corps,  and  encamped  near  East  Point  on  the 
night  of  the  15th.  During  the  16th  and  17th  the  column  was  on  the 
road,  and  bivouacked  near  Jackson,  Ga.,  on  the  18th.  On  the  night  of 
tbe  18th  the  division  was  put  in  motion  and  marched  until  10  a.  m.  of 
the  19th,  when  it  arrived  at  the  Ocmulgee  Mills,  where  it  lay  until  the 
entire  corps  and  corps  trains  had  crossed.  At  noon  of  the  20th,  by 
direction  of  the  major-general  commanding^  the  corps,  the  division 
crossed  the  river.  The  pontoons  were  taken  up  and  the  train  placed 
under  my  charge.  From  the  Ocmulgee  to  Gordon  we  had  continuous 
wet  weather  and  heavy  roads.  The  command,  incumbered  by  the  pon¬ 
toon  train,  about  300  wagons  belonging  to  the  cavalry  division,  and  a 
drove  of  3,000  head  of  cattle,  struggled  through  the  mud  and  swamps, 
making  fair  i^rogress,  and  arriving  at  Gordon,  where  we  for  the  first 
time  joined  our  corps  after  leaving  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver.  Here  we  were 
relieved  of  the  additional  trains,  and  after  one  day’s  rest  at  Gordon 
took  uj)  our  line  of  march,  arriving  at  the  right  bank  of  the  Oconee,  at 
ball’s  Ferry,  November  26,  at  10  a.  m.  The  pontoons  being  speedily 
laid,  the  division  crossed  in  advance  of  the  corps  and  marched  to  Irwin’s 
Cross-Eoads,  where  we  encamped  during  the  27th. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  two  brigades 
(Rice’s  and  Hurlbut’s)  w^ere  sent  to  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad,  at 
No.  13,  to  destroy  the  road  between  that  i)oint  and  the  Oconee  Eiver. 
Six  miles  were  effectually  destroyed  on  the  27th,  and  the  division  united 
again  at  a  jioint  about  twelve  miles  southeast  of  Wrightsville.  Tlie 
march  from  here  to  the  point  at  which  we  crossed  the  Ogeechee  was 
tliroiigh  a  country  well  watered,  sparsely  inhabited,  furnishing,  however, 
by  means  of  extensive  foraging  parties,  abundance  of  vegetables  and 
stock.  On  the  3d  of  December  we  canqied  on  Scull’s  Creek,  near  No. 
7,  tn  which  point  Rice’s  brigad(‘  Avas  sent  to  destroy  tln^  railroad,  while 

*  For  ])orti()n  of  ro|)ort  (hero  omitted)  relating;  to  o])eraIioii8  in  Nortli  (ieoi'^ia,  see 
Vol.  XXX IX,  Parti,  P.7H7. 
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^VdarUvS’  brigade  was  so  disposed  as  to  cover  the  working  party  and 
])revent  any  sudden  dash  of  cavalry  from  driving  them  away.  On  the 
ith  the  command  was  again  united  and  ])ut  in  motion,  the  head  of  the 
column  directed  toward  Jenks’  Bridge  over  the  ( )geechee,  where  the 
Savannah  road  crosses  and  strikes  the  Georgia  Central  Bailroad. 
About  noon  of  December  7  the  command  arrived  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Ogeechee  Biver,  at  the  bridge  crossing  to  Bloomiugdale,  or  Station 
No.  2,  on  the  Savannah  and  Macon  Bailroad.  The  bridge  having  been 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  on  thea])proach  of  our  forces,  was  replaced  by 
a  ])ontoon  bridge.  A  force  from  the  Second  Division  thrown  across 
was  skirmishing  (piite  lively  on  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  my  column. 
By  direction  of  Major-Cbmeral  Osterhaus  I  crossed  the  leading  brigade 
(Bice’s),  which  gradually  cleared  the  woods,  driving  the  rebels  back 
across  an  open  held  into  barricades  and  rail  works  they  had  thrown 
up  for  their  protection,  necessitating  the  deployment  of  two  regiments 
(the  Second  and  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry),  which,  gallantly  charging 
across  the  broken  helds,  entered  the  rebel  works,  driving  "them,  cap¬ 
turing,  killing,  and  wounding  about  25.  Gur  loss  was  2  killed  and  I 
wounded.  Bice’s  brigade,  re-enforced  by  Williamson’s  brigade,  of  the 
First  Division,  was  then  directed  to  hold  the  station  and  remain  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Ogeechee  the  night  of  the  7th,  while  the  rest  of  the 
division  lay  with  the  corps  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river. 

The  division  was  again  detached  from  the  corps  on  the  8th,  and  moved 
with  its  transportation  to  Station  No.  2,  Bloomiugdale.  The  Seventeenth 
Corps  wms  distant  in  our  rear  about  thirteen  miles,  separated  from  us 
by  the  Little  Ogeechee  Biver;  the  Fifteenth  Corps  out  of  supporting 
distance  by  noon  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ogeechee  proper.  Leaving 
the  transportation  of  the  division  at  the  station  in  charge  of  W^illiam- 
son’s  brigade,  which  was  to  remain  until  relieved  by  the  Seventeenth 
Corps,  tlie  head  of  the  column  was  directed  on  the  road  leading  to  Dil¬ 
lon’s  Bridge  across  the  Ogeechee,  near  the  mouth  of  ^he  canal.  The 
hrst  line  of  works,  distant  from  Bloomingdale  about  two  miles,  we  found 
evacuated.  The  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  was  thrown  out  as 
an  advanced  guard,  and  during  the  day  ran  into  the  enemy  several 
times,  bringing  in  live  x)risoners,  among  them  one  commissioned  officer. 
Our  flanks  were  well  protected  by  the  two  rivers ;  the  ridge  between  fur¬ 
nished  a  fine  road,  occasionally  blockaded,  not  sufficiently  serious,  how¬ 
ever,  to  occasion  much  detention.  The  head  of  the  column  arrived  at 
the  canal  about  noon,  and  discovered  the  bridge  still  in  flames.  A  iieAV 
one  was  sioeedily  constructed  by  the  pioneer  corps,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Third  Brigade  crossed  and  threw  up  a  tete-de-pont,  and  the  Seventh 
Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  moved  out  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy’s  position. 
From  the  citizens  we  ascertained  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  had  erected 
works  at  the  junction  of  the  Dillon’s  Bridge  road  with  the  King’s  Bridge 
and  Savannah  road.  The  numbers  were  variously  estimated  from  I,()()fl 
to  5,000.  Under  the  circumstances,  our  great  distance  from  any  suj)- 
porting  columns,  the  utter  destruction  of  Dillon’s  Bridge  over  the  Ogee¬ 
chee,  and  the  absence  of  pontoons.  General  Howard  deemed  it  not 
advisable  for  me  to  push  any  farther.  The  command  was  then  placed  in 
(*ami)on  the  north  bank  of  the  canal,  and  intrenched  itself  for  the  night. 
No  communication  could  be  effected  till  late  that  evening  with  that  j)or- 
tion  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  that  had  moved  down  the  right  bank  ot  the 
Ogeechee.  Occasionally  we  heard  their  artillery,  and  learinM  later 
that  General  Osterhaus  was  forcing  a  (crossing  over  the  (’annouchei*. 
The  reconnaissance  of  the  mounted  force  developed  tin*,  enemy  in  foi  ce 
with  artillery  at  the  cross-roads  above  designated,  about  three  Jiules 
from  our  cainj). 
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The  transportation  arrived  during  tlie  night  of  the  8th  under  guard 
from  the  First  Brigade,  and  with  two  brigades  (Adams’  and  Rice’s)  and 
Brunner’s  battery  we  moved  out  about  9  a.  in.  on  the  9th  to  obtain 
l)OSsession  of  the  cross-roads  and  try  to  open  communication  witli  the 
rest  of  the  cor})S  by  way  of  King’s  Bridge.  The  trains,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  few  wagons  for  ordnaiu'e,  were  left  with  the  Third  Brigade  at 
the  canal.  The  two  brigades  moved  out,  Adams’  in  advance,  covered 
by  a  line  of  skirmishers  from  the  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  • 
the  flanks  well  i)rotec,t(‘d  by  the  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry. 
Th(‘  battery  moved  in  rear  of  Adams,  followed  closely  by  Rice  in 
column.  Kot  until  the  pickets  weie  driven  in  and  the  skirmishers 
(piite  warmly  engaged  did  Adams  deploy  his  regiments  to  their  support. 
The  dense  undergrowth  rendered  the  movements  in  line  exceedingly 
difficult,  and  the  advance  of  the  line  soon  developed  the  artillery  of 
the  enemy,  one  section  of  which  swept  the  road  on  which  Ave  Avere 
adv^ancing.  The  reserves  AA^ere  massed  on  either  side  Avhereopen  space 
could  be  secured,  and  one  section  of  artillery  under  Lieutenant  Brunner 
pushed  as  near  the  enemy  as  the  blockaded  condition  of  the  road 
Avould  permit.  It  Avas  im])Ossible  to  see  through  the  dense  Avoods,  and 
the  enemy’s  artillery  SAvept  the  road  so  as  to  render  it  untenable,  coin- 
])elling  Brunner  to  play  on  their  works  from  a  held  separated  from  their 
position  by  a  dense  forest  and  to  hre  altogether  by  the  sound  of  their 
guns.  At  this  time  information  Avas  brought  that  a  column  of  the 
enemy  Avas  moving  on  my  right,  and  I  pushed  Rice,  Avith  two  regiments, 
toAvard  the  King’s  Bridge  road  and  ordered  Adams  to  push  on  with 
ATgor.  The  increased  A  olleys  of  musketry  and  sudden  cessation  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery,  with  thesignihcantyellingof  our  men,  indicated  that 
the  assault  was  in  progress,  and  before  I  could  reach  the  center,  or 
Rice  could  make  the  road,  our  troops  were  in  the  enemy’s  works  with 
(juite  a  squad  of  prisoners  and  one  piece  of  artillery  as  a  trophy.  The 
enemy  were  ijursued  for  four  miles,  and  the  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  swung  around  on  Adams’  right,  struck  for  the  (lulf  railroad, 
arriving  there  in  time  to  tear  up  a  rail  and  caxiture  a  locomotive  and 
eighteen  cars,  with  about  forty  prisoners.  The  brigade  left  at  the  canal 
Avdth  the  supply  and  ordnance  trains  Avas  then  brought  up,  and  before 
dark,  by  order  of  General  Howard,  we  w  ent  into  camp  near  the  main 
branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee  River,  Avith  a  good  line  of  defense. 
King’s  Bridge  was  found  in  ruins.  By  means  of  a  boat  communication 
Avas  opened  Avith  General  Osterhaus,  who  had  crossed  the  Cannouchee 
AAuth  a  portion  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  and  struck  the  Gulf 
railroad  west  of  the  Ogeechee.  The  Third  Division  had  arrived  at  the 
canal,  near  Dillon’s  Bridge,  with  a  pontoon  train,  and  Ave  received  infor¬ 
mation  that  the  pontoon  could  be  thrown  across  the  Ogeechee  early, 
placing  again  the  Fifteenth  Corps  in  close  communication. 

The  morning  of  the  10th  General  Osterhaus  Avent  with  the  advanced 
brigade,  command(‘d  by  Colonel  Hurlbut,  until  Ave  struck  the  north 
branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  AAdiere  wefoundtheenemy  aiiparently  in 
heavy  force  and  so  sejiarated  from  us  by  the  swamps  and  rice  tields  as 
to  render  an  assault  impracticable  till  the  arrival  of  rci-enforcements. 
The  artillery  of  the  main  fort  occupied  by  the  enemy  mounted  guns  of 
so  much  larger  caliber  than  our  light  field  pieces  as  to  induce  the  gen¬ 
eral  to  order  up  a  battery  of  20-pounder  Parrotts  b(dbr(‘  opening.  The 
skirndshers  Avere  pushed  as  close  as  mud  and  Avater  Avould  permit,  and 
thus  we  lay  until  the  subsecpient  day:  (h)lom^l  Ilurlbut’s  brigade  in 
line,  covered  by  skirmishers;  Rice’s  brigade*  in  column  in  reserve,  and 
beyond  range  of  the  enemy’s  ordnance.  The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel 
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Adams  commanding,  was  sent  to  the  railroad  on  our  right  to  create  a 
diversion  and  also  effect  a  crossing  between  the  Gulf  railroad  bridge 
and  a  point  known  as  the  Hermitage,  nearer  the  coast.  On  the  14th 
the  division  was  united  and  placed  in  position  near  the  forks  of  the 
Little  Ogeechee,  Woods’  division  on  our  left,  John  E.  Smith  on  our 
right.  So  effort  was  made  to  assault  the  enemy’s  lines,  which  were 
separated  from  ours  by  the  north  branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee  and  the 
rice  swamps  that  abound  on  either  bank  of  that  stream.  On  the  night 
of  the  19th  I  obtained  permission  to  attemj^t  a  lodgment  on  the  other 
side,  which  was  successfully  made  by  Lieut.  William  Pittman,  Eighty- 
first  Ohio  Infantry,,  with  ten  men  who  volunteered  for  the  purpose. 
Having  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  crossing  a  column  I  desired 
to  push  a  sufficient  force  over  during  the  night,  and  move  the  division 
over  the  following  day  and  assault  the  enemy.  The  general  command¬ 
ing,  deeming  it  not  expedient,  directed  me  to  withdraw  my  men,  which 
was  done  without  any  casualties  or  without  awakening  the  suspicions 
of  the  enemy  as  to  what  we  were  doing.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st 
Savannah  was  found  to  be  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  and  in  accordance 
with  orders  I  moved  my  division  into  the  city  and  went  into  position 
on  the  east  side  of  Savannah,  my  left  resting  on  the  river,  my  right 
occupying  Fort  Brown.  The  march  was  in  some  respects  an  arduous 
one,  [but]  proved  on  the  whole  to  have  been  pleasant  and  even  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  command.  The  health  of  the  men  was  never  better  nor 
were  they  ever  in  better  spirits  or  condition  than  when  they  took  pos¬ 
session  of  Savannah. 

On  reference  to  memoranda  I  find  that  we  have  obtained  on  the 
march,  beyond  what  was  necessary  for  daily  issue,  1,000  head  of  cattle, 
about  300  head  of  horses  and  moles;  that  nearly  seven  miles  of  road 
were  corduroyed  and  thirty  bridges  built  by  the  pioneer  corps  of  this 
division. 

The  list  of  casualties  is  exceedingly  small. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,mO.  M.  OOKSE, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjuta^it- General j  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  32. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Elliott  W.  Rice^  U.  Army^  commanding  First 

Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  15tii  Army  Corps, 

Savamnahj  Ga.,  Beeemher  29.,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the 
recent  campaign  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 
as  participated  in  by  the  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps : 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Fourth  Division,  Fif¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse  ('ommanding,  the  brigade 
destroyed  its  camp  in  connection  with  all  ])ro])erty,  public  and  private, 
for  which  transi)ortation  was  not  furnished,  and  left  the  city  of  Eome, 
Ga.,  at  8  a,  m.  on  the  11th  day  of  November,  18(14.  From  thence  I 
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marclied  the  brigade,  via  Kingston,  Allatoona,  Big  Shanty,  Marietta, 
and  Turner’s  Ferry,  to  the  city  of  Atlanta.  Here  I  supplied  my  com¬ 
mand  with  shelter-tents  and  clothing.  This  having  been  hastily  done  I 
left  the  city  on  the  15th  day  of  November,  it  being  also  the  date  of  my 
arrival,  having  joined  my  brigade  with  the  grand  army  of  General 
Sherman.  We  passed  through  Bough  and  Beady,  McDonough,  and 
Jackson,  crossing  the  Ocmulgee  Biver  at  Seven  Islands  on  the  evening 
of  the  19th  and  morning  of  the  20th.  Here  the  division  took  charge  of 
the  pontoon  train,  moving  steadily  and  slowly  along  over  or  rather 
through  roads  made  almost  impassable  by  the  incessant  rains.  Having 
passed  through  the  towns  of  Monticello,  Hillsborough,  and  Clinton,  the 
fair  weather  had  greatly  improved  the  roads,  and  after  we  had  been 
relieved  of  the  pontoons  we  moved  southward  rapidly.  We  crossed 
the  Georgia  Central  Bailroad  at  Gordon,  and  marched  on  a  road  south 
of  and  parallel  to  the  railroad  through  the  town  of  Irwinton.  Crossing 
the  Oconee  Biver  at  Ball’s  Ferry,  we  camped  at  Irwin’s  Cross-Boads 
during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  November  22  we  struck  the  Georgia  Central  Bail- 
road  at  mile-post  138,  and  from  thence  we  effectually  destroyed  the 
road  by  burning  the  ties,  bending,  twisting,  and  breaking  the  rails 
as  far  as  Station  13,  a  distance  of  three  or  more  miles.  Moving  again 
on  the  road  south  of  and  parallel  to  the  railroad,  we  crossed  the  Ogee- 
chee  Biver,  and  once  more  made  an  effectual  destruction  of  three  miles 
of  the  same  road  to  Station  No.  7.  We  recrossed  the  river  and  struck 
it  again  after  a  long  march  at  a  point  south  of  Station  No.  2.  Here 
the  enemy  resisted  the  crossing,  but  were  easily  forced  back  by  the 
Second  Iowa  Infantry,  which  I  had  dei^loyed  as  skirmishers,  supported 
by  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry.  The  country  for  nearly  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  was  nearly  waist  deep  with  water  in  the  swamps  and  lagoons, 
through  which  the  troox)S  waded  with  a  good  will,  driving  the  enemy 
into  a  small  rail-work  which  they  had  hastily  constructed.  I  endeav¬ 
ored  to  turn  their  position  and  gain  the  rear  of  their  defenses  by  throw¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  the  Second  Iowa  to  their  left  under  cover  of  a  thick 
woods  in  that  direction,  but  the  troops  in  their  front  and  on  their  left 
could  not  be  held  back.  They  dashed  forward  with  an  unparalleled 
impetuosity,  right  over  the  rail-works,  capturing  20  prisoners,  killing  2, 
and  wounding  4  men.  The  balance  of  the  rebel  force  rushed  to  the 
railroad,  and  taking  the  cars  moved  off*  in  the  direction  of  Savannah. 
In  this  skirmish  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry  lost  2  men  killed  and  2 
wounded,  and  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry  2  men  wounded.  The  night 
after  the  skirmish  I  threw  up  a  line  of  works  near  Station  No.  2.  On 
the  following  morning  we  took  the  road  north  of  the  Ogeechee  Biver, 
moved  down  that  stream,  crossed  the  canal  and  supported  the  Third 
Brigade  in  the  skirmish  for  King’s  Bridge  Cross-Boads  on  the  9th  day  of 
December,  1864.  On  the  10th  day  of  December  the  enemy  was  found  occu¬ 
pying  a  strong  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  Little  Ogeechee  Biver. 
Here  the  troops  were  placed  in  position.  My  brigade  was  assigned  the 
right  of  the  line,  which  rested  on  the  Anderson  plantation  one  mile 
west  of  where  the  Gulf  railroad  crosses  the  Little  Ogeechee  Biver. 
Here  we  skirmivshed  slightly  with  the  enemy  and  made  demonstrations 
and  reconnaissances  until  the  21st  day  of  December,  when.  Savannah 
being  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  the  brigade  marched  into  the  city. 

Officers  and  soldiers  conducted  themselves  remarkably  well  during 
the  march.  Dwelling  houses  were  not  entered  by  soldiers  of  this  bri¬ 
gade;  citizens  were  not  molested  in  their  persons  or  peaceful  pursuits. 
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Forage,  cattle,  mules,  potatoes,  rice,  and  produce  of  all  kinds  were 
freely  taken  by  the  proper  forage  details  and  carefully  distributed  to 
the  troops.  The  command  was  abundantly  supplied  until  it  reached 
the  Little  Ogeechee  and  took  up  position  in  front  of  the  enemy,  when 
a  scarcity  of  rations  was  observed.  The  health  and  spirits  of  the  troops 
were  never  better  than  during  the.  campaign  just  closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  KIOE, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Capt.  A.  W.  Edwards, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  4th  Div.^  15th  Corps. 


No.  33. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jerome  D.  Davis,  Fifty-second  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-second' Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  your  headquar¬ 
ters,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  the  late  camj^aign: 

The  regiment  broke  up  camp  at  Koine,  Ga.,  at  10  a.  m.  November  11, 
marched  eighteen  miles,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  tliree  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Kingston.  November  12,  the  regiment  marched  at  4  a.  m.  and 
bivouacked  for  tlie  night  two  miles  south  of  Allatoona,  having  marched 
eighteen  miles.  November  13,  the  regiment  marched  fifteen  miles  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night  two  miles  north  of  Marietta.  November  14, 
the  regiment  marched  fourteen  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on 
_the  right  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee  Kiver,  five  miles  below  the  railroad 
bridge.  November  15,  the  regiment  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  Kiver, 
and  marched  twelve  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  East  Point. 
November  16,  the  regiment  marched  twenty  miles  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  southeast  of  Jonesborough.  November  17,  the  regiment 
marched  twenty-five  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Jackson, 
Ga.  November  18,  the  regiment  rested  until  night,  and  then  marched 
ten  miles  and  bivouacked  until  morning.  November  19,  marched  six 
miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ocmulgee 
Kiver.  November  20,  the  regiment  crossed  the  Ocmulgee  Kiver,  and 
marched  eight  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Monticello,  Ga. 
November  21,  the  regiment  marched  nine  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night  near  Hillsborough,  Ga.  November  22,  the  regiment  marched  nine 
miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Clinton,  Ga.  November  23, 
the  regiment  marched  nine  miles  as  rear  guard  for  the  division  train, 
and  did  not  bivouac  until  2  a.  m.  the  next  morning.  November  24,  the 
regiment  marched  ten  miles,  passed  through  Gordon,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  in  an  advanced  position  three  miles  southeast  of  that 
place.  November  25,  the  regiment  marched  eighteen  miles  and  biv¬ 
ouacked  for  the  night  eight  miles  south  of  Irwinton.  November  26,  the 
regiment  marched  six  miles,  crossed  the  Oconee  Kiver,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  at  Irwin’s  Cross-Koads,  having  marched  fourteen  miles. 
November  27,  the  regiment  marched  six  miles  to  the  Georgia  Central 
Kailroad,  and  took  their  i)art  with  the  rest  of  the  Fourth  Ilivision  in 
burning  the  railroad  for  a  distance  of  four  miles  to  station  No.  13. 
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November  28,  the  regiment  marched  seventeen  miles  in  a  southeasterly 
direction  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  November  29,  the  regiment 
marched  eighteen  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Slater’s 
Mills.  November  30,  the  regiment  marched  sixteen  miles,  and  biv¬ 
ouacked  for  the  night  near  Summerville. 

December  1,  the  regiment  marched  ten  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night  six  miles  west  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver.  December  2,  the  regi¬ 
ment  marched  to  the  Ogeechee  River,  and  after  some  delay  a  pontoon 
bridge  was  laid,  and  the  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  two  compa¬ 
nies  left  to  picket  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  crossed  the  river  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the  left  bank.  December  3,  the  regiment 
inarched  to  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  burned  two  miles  of  tlie  railroad  track 
to  Scarborough  Station.  The  regiment  recrossed  the  river  at  night 
and  bivouacked  near  the  right  bank.  December  4,  the  regiment 
marched  twelve  miles  nearly  parallel  with  the  Ogeechee  River  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  December  5,  the  regiment  marched  twenty- 
two  miles  in  a  southeasterly  direction  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
December  6,  the  regiment  rested  all  day.  December  7,  the  regiment 
inarched  thirteen  miles  to  Jenks’  Bridge,  crossed  the  Ogeechee  River, 
and  supported  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  which  regiment,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  supported  by  the  Sixty- sixth 
Indiana  Infantry  on  our  left,  drove  the  rebels  some  distance  beyond 
Station  No.  2,  on  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad.  At  sunset  the  regi¬ 
ment  returned  half  a  mile,  and  bivouacked  two  miles  from  the  bridge 
for  the  night,  and  built  a  breast- work  of  rails.  December  8,  marched 
fourteen  miles  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  bivouacked  for  the  night 
near  the  Ogeechee  Canal,  and  threw  up  breast-works.  December  9, 
the  regiment  marched  four  miles,  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  the 
Sa  vannah  and  Gulf  Railroad,  and  threw  up  breast  works.  December  10, 
the  regiment  marched  slowly  a  distance  of  four  miles,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  on  the  left  of  the  Savannah  road,  eight  miles  distant  from 
the  city.  December  11,  the  regiment  moved  two  miles  to  the  right  and 
bivouacked.  December  12,  the  regiment  remained  quiet  ail  day.  At 
night  the  regiment  moved  down  near  the  Little  Ogeechee  River.  Com¬ 
panies  G  and  I  were  dei)loyed  as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  to  the 
bank  of  the  river  without  eliciting  any  shots  from  the  enemy.  After 
lying  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  about  an  hour  the  skirmishers  were 
withdrawn  and  the  regiment  returned  to  cami3.  The  regiment,  with 
the  exception  of  details  for  picket,  then  remained  quietly  in  camp 
until  the  morning  of  December  21,  when  it  marched  eight  miles  and 
bivouacked  near  Savannah. 

The  regiment  sustained  but  one  casualty  during  the  campaign,  Sergt. 
T.  Busby,  Company  E,  wounded  on  the  picket-line  near  the  Little 
Ogeechee  River,  December  14.  No  men  of  the  regiment  were  sent  to 
hos])ital  during  the  cami)aign.  I  would  also  state  that  there  were 
captured  by  the  regiment  during  the  campaign  17  horses  and  13  mules  j 
also,  1  horse  was  lost  and  1  mule  died  during  the  campaign. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  D.  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  H.  d.  Smith, 

Aide- de-C ami) ^  Mdqrs.  First  Brig.j  Fourth  IHv.^  15th  Army  Corjys. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Roger  Martin^  Sixty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-sixth  Eegt.  Indiana  Infantry  Yols., 

Savannah^  Ga.j  December  ^8,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  11,  head¬ 
quarters  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  late  campaign: 

The  regiment,  with  the  brigade  and  division,  marched  from  Eome, 
Ga.,  at  7  a.  m.  November  11,  and  passing  through  Kingston,  encamped 
near  the  railroad,  two  miles  south  of  the  town.  At  4  a.  m.  the  following 
day  the  march  was  resumed,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Cassville, 
Cartersville,  and  Allatoona,  also  crossing  the  Etowah  Eiver,  encamping 
for  the  night  on  Allatoona  Creek.  The  next  night  bivouacked  near  the 
base  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  having  jiassed  the  towns  of  Acworth  and 
Big  Shanty.  On  the  14th  the  regiment  marched  to  the  Chattahoochee 
Eiver,  encamping  for  the  night  on  the  west  bank  of  the  same,  several 
miles  below  the  railroad  bridge.  On  the  15th  Atlanta  was  reached, 
and  the  column  halted  while  the  trains  were  being  loaded  and  clothing 
and  rations  issued  to  the  men,  after  which  the  march  was  resumed, 
halting  for  the  night  five  miles  south  of  the  city  on  the  McDonough 
road.  Early  the  following  morning  the  command  moved,  marching  by 
side  of  the  trains, which  was  very  difficult  this  day,  owing  to  the  nar¬ 
row  road  and  thick  undergrowth;  bivouacked  for  the  night  about  five 
miles  southeast  of  Jonesborongli.  November  17,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  on 
the  Jackson  road,  passing  through  McDonough,  and  encamped  ten 
miles  from  the  Ocinnlgee  Eiver.  The  following  day  did  not  move  until 
after  dark,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  having  the  road  during  the  day. 
Marched  tlirongh  Jackson  and  rested  until  daylight,  when  the  march 
was  resumed,  reaching  the  river  in  the  forenoon.  At  dark,  with  the 
Seventh  Iowa,  the  regiment  crossed  the  river  and  camped  two  miles 
beyond.  The  following  day  tlie  march  was  resumed,  the  regiment  being 
the  rear  guard,  and  the  roads  very  heavy  owing  to  the  drenching  rain 
of  the  night  before.  Monticello  and  the  camp  of  the  division  was  iiot 
reached  until  after  night.  Left  Monticello  early  next  morning  and 
arrived  at  Hillsborough  at  dark.  November  22,  marched  on  the  road  to 
Clinton,  camping  near  the  town  during  the  night.  The  heavy  roads  again 
delayed  ns,  and  but  a  short  distance  was  marched.  At  noon  the  next  day 
the  regiment  moved  and  continued  the  march  until  1  o’clock  at  night. 
This  was  probably  the  most  disagreeable  march  of  the  campaign,  owing 
to  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  roughness  of  the  roads.  November  24, 
marched  on  the  Gordon  road,  passing  the  town,  and  encamped  two 
miles  beyond.  November  25,  passed  through  Irwinton  and  camped 
near  the  Oconee  Eiver,  the  regiment  this  day  having  the  advance  of 
the  division.  November  2(1,  crossed  the  river  and  camped  at  the 
cross-roads,  six  miles  beyond.  November  27,  this  day  the  brigade 
destroyed  three  miles  of  the  railroad,  camping  for  the  night  near 
Tennille.  November  28,  20,  and  30,  the  march  was  continued  through  a 
barren  and  swampy  country. 

December  1,  this  day  the  march  was  attended  with  some  difficulty, 
the  road  being  occn])ied  by  the  Third  Division.  December  2,  the 
brigade  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Eiver;  this  regiment,  with  the  Fifty- 
second  Illinois,  remained  at  the  crossing,  and  during  the  night  threw 
up  works  to  protect  the  same.  December  3,  the  regiment,  with  the 
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brigade,  was  engaged  in  destroying  the  road  to  Scarborough  Station; 
later  in  the  afternoon  recrossed  the  river  and  encamped  for  the  night. 
December  4  and  5,  the  march  was  continued  down  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  encamping  near  the  same  during  the  night;  also  during  the 
following  day  and  night.  December  7,  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade, 
crossed  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  again,  and  the  enemy  being  found,  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Second  and  Seventh  Iowa  were  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
and  drove  them,  the  former  supported  by  the  Fifty-second  Illinois  and 
the  latter  by  this  regiment;  during  the  night  breast- works  of  rails  and 
sand  were  thrown  up  two  miles  from  the  river.  December  8,  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  this  day  the  rear  guard,  and  when  near  Eden  was  fired  into  by 
a  concealed  enemy.  Three  companies  were  immediately  deployed  and 
I)ursued  the  enemy,  who  fled  at  once.  No  casualties  occurred.  At  the 
railroad  crossing  the  regiment  halted  and  built  a  barricade,  and 
remained  until  8  p.  m.,  when  it  marched,  having  charge  of  the  teams 
of  the  division,  to  the  Savannah  Canal,  where  it  arrived  at  midnight. 
December  9,  marched  in  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade,  who  met  the  enemy 
early  in  the  morning,  but  drove  them  before  this  regiment,  which  was 
deployed  on  the  extreme  right,  came  under  fire;  built  a  line  of  works 
during  the  night.  December  10,  marched  on  the  road  leading  to  Sa¬ 
vannah,  and  found  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Little 
Ogeechee,  seven  miles  from  the  (flty;  from  this  time  no  movement 
occurred  in  which  this  regiment  took  part  until  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  when  the  city  was  taken  x)ossession  of. 

There  were  no  casualties  in  this  regiment  during  the  campaign  of 
any  kind  whatever;  the  men  were  in  better  health  and  spirits  at  its 
close  than  at  its  commencement. 

Number  of  public  animals  lost,  1  horse;  number  of  animals  captured, 
1  horse  and  2  mules. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ROGER  MARTIN, 

Lieu teu(( nt- Colonel^  Co m m a n d ing. 

Lieut.  Henry  J.  Smith, 

Aide-de-Campy  1st  Brigade^  ith  Division,  15th  Army  Corps. 


No.  35. 

Report  of  Col.  Koel  B.  lloivard,  Second  lotva  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Second  Iowa  Infantry  A^olunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25.,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  11,  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  December  25,  1804, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Second  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  A^olunteers,  in  the  cami)aign  just 
ended: 

November  11,  the  regiment  marched  from  Rome,  Ga.,  on  this  day 
with  the  brigade  and  division  at  7  a.  m.,  passed  through  Kingston,  and 
camped  three  miles  beyond  on  the  Cassville  road.  November  12,  con¬ 
tinued  to  march,  passing  through  Cassville,  Cartersville,  and  Allatoona, 
camping  two  miles  beyond  the  latter  place.  November  13,  the  march 
was  resumed  at  7  a.  m.  and  Marietta  reached,  nothing  of  note  occur¬ 
ring.  November  14,  on  this  day  the  regiment  was  the  rear  guard  of 
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the  division,  m arching  behind  the  train,  reaching  Turner’s  Ferry  at 
sunset  5  the  men  kept  well  in.  ranks.  November  15,  the  regiment 
moved  out  with  the  command  on  the  White  Hall  road,  passed  Atlanta, 
halting  beside  the  road  long  enough  to  issue  clothing  to  the  men,  and 
encamped  four  miles  beyond  the  city.  November  16,  the  march  was 
continued  on  the  McDonough  road,  the  command  moving  alongside  the 
train;  the  march  was  rapid  and  very  fatiguing,  the  weather  being 
warm.  November  17,  moved  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  Jackson  road  and  camj)ed 
four  miles  from  that  place,  making  a  tiresome  march  of  twenty-three 
miles;  about  one-third  of  the  men  fell  out  of  ranks  during  the  day.  No¬ 
vember  18,  on  this  day  the  regiment  did  not  leave  camp  until  about  9 
p.  m.,  when  it  moved  to  the  river  at  Ocmulgee  Mills  and  remained  until 
morning.  November  19,  did  not  move,  the  bridge  being  occupied  by 
other  troops  crossing.  November  20,  the  regiment  crossed  the  river 
at  8  a.  m.  and,  with  the  Fifty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  remained  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  pontoons  till  they  w^ere  taken  up,  then  mar(*Fed  with  the 
brigade  to  Monticello,  the  brigade  being  the  rear  guard.  November 
21,  regiment  marched  at  daybreak,  passiug  through  Monticello,  and 
camx^ed  at  Hillsborough ;  the  day  was  cold  and  rainy.  November  22, 
the  march  was  continued  on  this  day  to  within  two  miles  of  Clinton  and 
was  much  delayed  by  the  pontoon  train.  November  23,  the  march 
was  resumed  at  12  in.  on  this  day  and  continued  till  1  o’clock  at  night; 
much  confusion  existed  during  the  night  march  on  account  of  the  troops 
marching  beside  the  train.  November  24,  on  this  day  we  marched 
through  Gordon  Station,  where  we  reunited  wdth  the  corps.  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  passed  through  Irwinton  on  a  fine  road  and  with  fine  weather. 
November  26,  on  this  day  the  regiment,  with  the  command,  passed  the 
Oconee  Eiver  on  pontoons,  at  2  p.  m.,  and  camped  ten  miles  beyond. 
The  regiment  at  this  place  w^as  joined  by  the  three  companies  of  the 
Third  Iowa  Infantry,  which  had  ibeen  transferred  to  it.  November  27, 
the  regiment,  wdth  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  was  on  this  day 
engaged  in  destroying  the  railroad,  and  advanced  but  a  few  miles  from 
its  last  camp.  November  28,  the  march  on  this  day  was  most  of  the 
time  through  pine  barrens  over  new^  roads.  November  29,  about  tw  enty 
miles  were  made  to-day,  through  a  very  poor  country.  November  30 
and  December  1,  the  march  Avas  continued  on  both  days  with  no  occur¬ 
rence  worthy  of  note. 

December  2,  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  was  reached  on  this  day  and 
crossed,  and  the  regiment,  with  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  tore  up  one 
mile  of  the  railroad  track  beloAV  Millen.  December  3,  tlie  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  was  engaged  all  day  in  destroying  the  railroad,  and 
recrossed  the  ilA^er  at  night,  camping  on  the  west  side.  December  4 
and  5,  marched  both  days  down  the  river  road  and  camped  at  the 
cross-roads  opposite  Station  No.  3.  December  7,  the  regiment  marched 
at  7  a.  m.  and  reached  the  river  at  12  m.  at  a  point  opposite  Station 
No.  2,  where  a  crossing  w\as  to  be  effected.  The  enemy  appeared  in 
light  force  on  the  opxiosite  side  with  the  evident  intention  of  contesting 
the  passage.  Pontoons  Avere  laid,  and  the  First  Brigade  being  ordered 
to  cross,  my  regiment,  Avhich  had  the  advance,  aa^qs  throAvn  across  at 
about  1  p.  m.  and  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  as  soon  as  the  peculiari¬ 
ties  of  the  ground  Avould  admit.  The  enemy’s  skirmishers  fell  back, 
lightly  contesting  our  adAmnce,  to  a  barricade  in  an  open  field  one  mile 
and  a  lialf  from  the  riA^er.  Our  skirmishers,  su])ported  by  the  reserA^e 
of  four  com])anies  and  the  SeA  enth  JoAva,  advanced  briskly  and  droA'e 
the  enemy  from  his  position,  killing  and  Avouiiding  several,  and  taking 
twenty  jirisoners.  An  attemx)t  Avas  made  to  take  the  enemy’s  position 
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in  flank  by  adv" ancing  the  right  of  my  line,  with  the  reserve,  along  the 
timber  bordering  the  field,  but  the  sharpness  with  which  the  center 
attacked  and  the  discovery  of  the  flank  movement  caused  the  enemy 
to  retreat  in  confusion  before  it  could  be  efiected.  The  station,  one 
mile  farther  on,  was  occupied'  by  us  without  further  resistance.  The 
loss  in  the  regiment  in  this  affair  was  2  killed  and  2  wounded,  all  be¬ 
longing  to  Company  E.  December  8,  on  this  day  we  made  a  rapid 
and  fatiguing  march  of  about  twelve  miles,  to  the  Savannah  Canal. 
December  0,  the  regiment  moved  out  suddenly  with  the  brigade  on  this 
day.  The  advance  of  the  division  came  up  with  the  enemy  about  three 
miles  out,  and  after  considerable  skirmishing  drove  him  from  his  posi¬ 
tion,  but  the  regiment  was  not  brought  under  fire  during  this  affair. 
December  10,  on  this  day  the  command  marched  on  the  direct 
Savannah  road  and  found  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Little 
Ogeechee.  December  11  to  December  21,  in  the  operations  in  front  of 
this  place,  on  and  near  the  Little  Ogeechee,  the  regiment  performed 
its  duty  as  a  part  of  the  brigade  without  becoming  at  anytime  directly 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  entered  the  city  on  the  21st  instant  with 
the  command. 

The  losses  in  the  regiment  are  as  follows:*  Number  of  public  ani¬ 
mals  lost,  2  mules;  number  of  prisoners  captured,  20,  all  in  the  affair 
of  the  7th  instant;  number  of  animals  captured,  10  horses  and  8  mules. 

Among  the  losses  of  the  regiment  during  the  march  it  pains  me  to 
enumerate  Cax)t.  John  A.  Duckworth,  who  died  of  disease  on  the  13th 
instant.  He  was  a  veteran  actuated  by  the  purest  feelings  of  patriot¬ 
ism,  and  his  loss  is  one  of  the  greatest  the  regiment  has  endured  since 
its  organization. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  HOWAKD, 

Colonel  Second  loiva  Infantry  VolunteerSj  Comdg.  Regiment. 

Lieut.  H.  J.  Smith, 

Aide-de-Camp^  1st  Brigade^  4th  Division.,  15th  Army  Corps. 


No.  36. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Parrott,  Seventh  loiva  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Iowa  Veteran  Infantry, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  11,  dated 
headquarters  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Seventh  Iowa  Veteran  Infantry 
in  the  recent  campaign  from  Koine  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  during  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  1864: 

\  The  regiment  left  Kome,  Ga.,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1864,  and  • 
camiied  two  miles  south  of  Kingston,  having  marched  a  distance  of 
sixteen  miles.  November  12,  marched  to  Allatoona  and  camped  two 
miles  south  of  that  place;  distance,  eighteen  miles.  November  13, 
'marched  seventeen  miles  and  camped  near  the  eastern  base  of  Kenesaw 
Mountain.  November  14,  marched  to  the  Chattahoochee  Kiver,  camp¬ 
ing  at  Turner’s  Ferry;  distance,  fifteen  miles.  November  15,  marched 
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to  Atlanta,  drew  clothing,  rations,  &c.,  then  marched  five  miles  and 
camped  in  the  vicinity  of  East  Point;  distance,  fourteen  miles.  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  marched  on  the  McDonough  road  and  camped  on  Indian  Cotton 
Creek;  distance,  twenty  miles.  November  17,  passed  through  McDon¬ 
ough  and  camped  near  Jackson;  distance,  twenty  miles.  November 
18,  remained  in  camp  all  day;  broke  camp  at  dark,  marched  through 
eTackson  and  camped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver  about  12 
midnight;  distance,  ten  miles.  November  19,  left  camp  early  in  the 
morning,  and  after  some  delay  crossed  the  Ocmulgee  at  sunset;  marched 
two  miles  and  went  into  camp;  distance,  five  miles.  November  20, 
remained  in  cami)  till  1  p.  m.  (detained  by  pioneer  corps,  who  were 
taking  up  pontoons),  then  marched  eight  miles  and  camped  in  a  pine 
grove.  November  21,  left  camp  at  12  m.,  weather  rainy  and  unpleas¬ 
ant;  marched  through  Hillsborough,  camping  about  dark  near  said 
place.  November  22,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  weather  very  unpleasent  and 
cold,  with  snow;  marched  about  ten  miles,  and,  being  in  advance  of 
the  brigade,  and  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  which  detained 
the  train,  camped  on  a  creek  some  two  miles  in  advance  of  the  brigade. 
November  23,  left  camp  about  11  a.  m.,  passing  through  Clinton; 
marched  till  1  a.  m.  next  morning  and  camped  near  cross-roads;  dis¬ 
tance,  thirteen  miles.  November  24,  marched  to  Gordon  and  went  into 
camp  about  one  mile  from  town ;  distance,  eight  miles.  November  25, 
broke  camp  at  5.30  a.  m.,  and  marched  eighteen  miles,  passing  through 
Irwinton,  and  camped  at  Duryea’s  Store.  November  26,  left  camp  at 
6  a.  m.,  crossed  the  Oconee  Eiver  at  12  m.,  marched  eight  miles  beyond, 
making  in  all  fourteen  miles.  November  27,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  in  the 
direction  of  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad  and  destroyed  one  mile  of  the 
same,  then  proceeded  to  Station  No.  13  and  camped,  having  no  trans¬ 
portation  with  the  brigade.  November  28,  marched  at  5.30  a.  m ;  at 
9  a.  m.  came  in  contact  with  Third  Division;  camped  at  3  p.  m.  near 
a  large  swamp;  distance  marched,  ten  miles.  November  29,  left  camp 
at  5  a.  m.,  crossing  the  swamp,  and  marched  over  bad  roads,  camping 
at  sunset;  distance  marched,  eighteen  miles.  November  30,  marched  at 
6.30  a.  m.,  passing  through  the  town  of  Summerville,  and  camped  four 
miles  from  the  Ogeechee  Eiver;  distance,  fifteen  miles. 

December  1,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  toward  the  Ogeechee,  tlien  down  the 
river,  parallel  with  it,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  December  2,  marched 
at  6.30  a.  m.;  crossed  Scull’s  Greek;  then  crossed  the  Ogeechee  and 
proceeded  to  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad,  and  destroyed  one  mile  of  it 
about  four  miles  east  from  Millen ;  camped  at  dark  near  railroad.  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  moved  at  daylight,  and  commenced  further  destruction  of  the  road ; 
at  2  p.  m.,  had  destroyed  two  miles,  as  far  as  Station  No.  7 ;  then  recrossed 
the  Ogeechee  and  went  into  camp.  December  4,  took  up  our  line  of  march 
at  6  a.  m.,  and  marched  twelve  miles.  December  5,  marched  at  daylight ; 
the  Seventh  Iowa  was  soon  ordered  to  the  front  in  support  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  but  did  not  overtake  them ;  camj^ed  at  dark  near  the  Ogee¬ 
chee;  distance,  eighteen  miles.  December  6,  remained  in  camj^  all  day. 
December  7,  marched  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  struck  the  Ogeechee  at  11  a.  m. ; 
laid  pontoons  and  crossed  about  noon.  Met  the  enemy  in  small  force; 
had  a  lively  skirmish  and  drove  them  to  Station  No.  2,  where  they  went 
on  board  a  train  and  left  in  the  direction  of  Savannali.  In  this  skir¬ 
mish  I  had  two  men  slightly  wounded.  Moved  to  the  rear  of  Station  No. 
2  about  one  mile  and  camped  for  the  night,  leaving  Company  K  on  i)icket 
guard  at  the  station.  December  8,  marched  at  8  a.  m.  and  struck 
the  Ogeechee  and  Savannah  Canal  at  2  p.  m.,  where  we  went  into 
camp.  Here  shovels  were  sent  to  the  front,  and  we,  for  the  first  time 
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on  the  march,  threw  up  works.  December  9,  left  camp  at  9  a.  m., 
crossed  the  canal,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  Coast  Eailroad. 
At  10  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle;  two  companies, 
commanded  by  Major  Mahon,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  moved 
obliquely  to  the  right  and  front.  The  regiment  moved  by  the  right 
flank  on  the  double-quick  till  it  reached  a  road  leading  from  the  river; 
then  proceeded  up  said  road,  but  before  arriving  at  the  place  of 
action  the  enemy  had  fled,  leaving  a  disabled  10-pounder  Blakely  rifle 
gun.  Camped  at  2  p.  m.  and  threw  up  works.  December  10,  marched 
at  9  a.  m.,  and  after  proceeding  a  short  distance  found  that  the  enemy 
had  flooded  the  country  by  letting  the  water  out  of  the  canal,  which 
the  men  were  obliged  to  wade  for  some  distance ;  but  the  obstruction 
was  slight,  and  we  soon  reached  the  Little  Ogeechee  Eiver.  The  regi¬ 
ment  was  ordered  into  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward  through  a 
heavy-timbered,  dense  swamp  until  I  came  in  sight  of  the  rebel  works 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Little  Ogeechee.  In  the  afternoon  I  moved 
the  regiment,  under  orders,  about  100  paces  to  the  rear  and  camped  for 
the  night.  December  11,  moved  to  the  rear  and  encamped  on  Ander¬ 
son’s  plantation,  where  we  remained  encamped  until  the  21st,  keeping  up 
all  the  time  a  lively  skirmish  on  the  picket-line.  On  the  night  of  the  19th  * 
my  regiment  was  ordered  to  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Little  Ogeechee. 
I  marched  the  regiment  to  the  vicinity  of  the  river.  Company  A  being 
detailed  to  carry  boards  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  sloughs,  and  Com¬ 
pany  B  was  detailed  to  carry  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  a  de¬ 
tachment  to  recon  noiter  the  opposite  bank.  Maj  on  Mahon,  with  four 
picked  men,  crossed  the  river,  and  from  his  reconnaissance  it  was  found 
to  be  impossible  to  cross  the  regiment  on  account  of  swamps  and  mo¬ 
rasses  on  the  opposite  bank.  At  12  midnight  the  regiment  was  ordered 
back  to  camp.  December  20,  was  quiet  all  day.  December  21,  reports 
were  in  circulation  at  an  early  hour  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his 
stronghold  on  the  Little  Ogeechee.  The  brigade  was  ordered  to  move 
to  the  front,  and  at  2  p.  m.  entered  the  city  of  Savannah  without  firing 
a  gun,  the  enemy  having  made  a  hasty  retreat. 

During  the  march  my  regiment  captured  24  horses  and  mules,  8  of 
which  were  turned  over  to  Captain  Eattray,  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general.  Fourth  Division,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Oconee  Eiver.  The 
remaining  16  were  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Martin,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster.  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
at  Anderson’s  plantation.  My  regiment  also  captured  a  number  of 
(;attle,  hogs,  &c.,  and  unearthed  many  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes,  all  of 
which  were  properly  disposed  of. 

My  whole  casualties  on  the  march  were  three  men  wounded,  as  follow  s : 
Job  A.  Clark,  Company  B,  slight,  December  7 ;  Oliver  Kneudsen,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  slight,  December  7 ;  Alexander  Krieger,  Company  D,  severely, 
December  11.  Three  men  are  missing  since  leaving  Eome,  but  whether 
they  are  deserters  or  were  captured  by  the  enemy  I  am  unable  to  say. 

My  regiment  to-day  is  in  fine  condition,  there  being  but  eight  men 
sick. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  C.  PAEEOTT, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  H.  J.  Smith, 

Aide-de-Cami)^  Fir  at  Brig.^  Fourth  2)iv.^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  37. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  AT.  Adams^  Eighty -first  Ohio  Infantry  j  command¬ 
ing  Second  Brigade^  of  operations  October  5-December  21. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Savannah j  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Fourth 
Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  requiring  a  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  command  during  the  recent  campaign,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following : 

From  the  5th  of  October  to  the  11th  of  November,  1864,  this  bri¬ 
gade  formed  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  Eome,  Ga.  During  this  time 
three  reconnaissances  were  made,  in  all  of  which  this  brigade  partici¬ 
pated,  but  without  sustaining  any  loss.  On  the  29th  of  October  orders 
were  received  to  make  preparation  for  a  long,  arduous,  and  successful 
camT)aign,”  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th  of  November  the  brigade,  with  its  division,  took  up  the  line  of 
march  for  Atlanta.  On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  after  four  days’  march, 
reached  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver  at  Turner’s  Ferry;  crossed  to  the  south 
side  and  encamped.  15th,  the  brigade  was  ordered  as  escort  to  division 
supply  train  to  Atlanta  after  clothing  and  supplies,  which  being  obtained 
it  moved  out  of  the  city  four  miles  in  the  direction  of  East  Point,  where  it 
joined  the  division  and  went  into  camp.  Leaving  the  camp  near  Atlaii  ta 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  the  march  was  unimpeded  until  it  reached  the 
Ocmulgee  Eiver,  with  the  exception  of  being  delayed  one  day  on  account 
of  General  Kilpatrick’s  supply  train  occupying  the  road,  which  delay 
caused  us  to  make  a  night  march  of  six  miles.  After  crossing  the 
Ocmulgee  Eiver  our  march  was  very  much  impeded  for  four  days  with 
the  pontoon  train,  partly  on  account  of  the  weakness  of  the  teams  and 
partly  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads.  On  the  24th  the 
brigade,  with  its  division,  arrived  at  Gordon,  and,  passing  two  miles 
southeast  of  that  place,  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  works  .lust  evacuated 
by  the  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  25th,  the  brigade,  with 
its  division,  again  took  the  line  of  march,  and  on  the  26th  crossed  the 
Oconee  Eiver;  marched  seven  miles  and  encamped  near  Irwin’s  Cross- 
Eoads. 

December  3,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Big  Ogeechee  Eiver 
as  support  to  General  Eice’s  brigade  while  engaged  in  destroying  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Central  Georgia  Eailroad ;  recrossed  the  river  the  same  evening, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  again  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river.  On  the  8th  the  brigade  with  its  division  was  again 
ordered  to  cross  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  and  moved  without  transportation 
down  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  to  tlie  Ogeechee  Canal,  a  distance  of  fif¬ 
teen  miles.  Here  it  was  ascertained  that  two  miles  and  a  half  in  our 
front  the  enemy  were  in  some  force,  and  a  farther  advance  was  post¬ 
poned  until  the  following  morning.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  bri¬ 
gade,  with  one  section  of  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Brunner  commanding,  and  two  companies  of  the  Seventh  Illi¬ 
nois  Mounted  Infantry,  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Ogeechee  Canal  and 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  fortified  position  at  the  junction  of  the  old 
Eiver  road  and  the  King’s  Bridge  road,  three  miles  from  the  canal.  The 
brigade  moved  out.  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  in  advance. 
They  soon  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  a  brisk  skirmish  ensued. 
One  company  of  tbe  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  was  then  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  The  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  were  placed  on 
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the  flanks  and  ordered  to  move  forward^  supported  by  the  Sixty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry  on  the  right  and  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  the  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry  being  held  in  reserve. 
After  moving  forward  about  half  a  mile  in  this  manner  the  skirmish 
line  was  strengthened  by  two  companies,  one  from  the  Eighty-first  Ohio 
and  one  from  the  Sixty  sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  ordered  to  charge 
the  enemy’s  works,  which  Avas  successfully  done,  resulting  in  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  one  12-pounder  rifled  gun  and  tAvelve  prisoners,  besides  secur¬ 
ing  for  us  the  important  position  we  desired.  We  continued,  how¬ 
ever,  to  drive  the  enemy  until  we  reached  the  west  branch 
of  the  Little  Ogeechee  Kiver,  the  bridge  over  Avhich  he  had  par¬ 
tially  destroyed.  Here  the  brigade  was  halted  and  ordered  to 
return  to  the  division.  10th,  two  regiments  of  the  brigade,  Twelfth 
Illinois  and  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  were  ordered  to  move  to  the 
Gulf  railroad  bridge,  over  the  Little  Ogeechee  Eiver,  and,  if  possible, 
effect  a  crossing,  the  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry  being  left  to  guard  divis¬ 
ion  supply  train.  Arriving  at  Station  Eo.  1  on  the  above-named  rail¬ 
road  one  company  of  the  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  Avere  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  supported  by  one  company  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  ordered  to  move  forward  to  the  railroad  bridge,  and  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  moved  down  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  under  cover,  to  within 
a  cpiarter  of  a  mile  of  the  bridge.  Here  the  ground  became  so  marshy 
on  either  side  of  the  railroad  that  it  Avas  impossible  for  even  the  skir¬ 
mish  line  to  advance  farther,  except  only  the  feAvmen  that  were  march¬ 
ing  on  the  railroad.  It  noAV  being  ascertained  that  the  bridge  could 
only  be  reached  by  the  railroad,  and  that  it  had  been  burning  for  some 
time,  and  no  enemy  having  yet  been  discovered,  Capt.  James  Compton 
was  ordered  to  move  doAvn  the  railroad  with  ten  men  and  effect  a  cross¬ 
ing  if  possible.  He  accordingly  advanced  to  the  railroad  bridge,  and 
was  about  to  make  some  arrangement  by  which  to  cross  himself  and 
men,  when  the  enemy  suddenly  opened  upon  him  from  behind  the  abut¬ 
ment  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Here  the  captain  discovered 
he  was  confronted  by  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  behind 
works  (both  artillery  and  infantry),  and  that  the  only  approach  to  the 
river  was  by  the  railroad.  These  lacts  having  been  reported,  an  effort 
was  made'  to  find  a  crossing  at  some  point  above  the  bridge,  but  with¬ 
out  success.  The  picket-post  then  at  the  bridge  was  strengthened  and 
ordered  to  open  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy  for  the  purpose  of  more 
fully  developing  his  forces.  The  enemy  returned  the  fire  from  behind 
the  abutment  of  the  bridge  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  from 
his  AA^orks  a  feAV  hundred  yards  from  the  river,  and  also  used  two  pieces 
of  artillery.  A  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  until  dark,  when,  by  direction  of 
the  general  commanding  division,  the  brigade  Avas  Avithdrawn  and 
encamped  on  Miller’s  plantation,  at  Station  No.  I. 

On  the  llth  an  effort  Avas  made  to  find  a  crossing  at  some  point  be- 
loAv  the  bridge.  The  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry  Avas  accordingly  sent 
out  for  this  purpose,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Sellar. 
The  colonel  spent  most  of  the  day  in  this  search,  but  could  not  find 
even  an  approach  to  the  river.  After  examining  the  north  shore  of 
the  river  to  AAuthin  range  of  the  guns  of  Eort  McAllister  he  returned 
to  camp.  The  brigade  remained  in  camp  on  Miller’s  plantation  until 
the  14th,  when  it  was  ordered  to  join  the  division  then  encamped  on 
the  Anderson  plantation.  Here  tlie  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry  (having 
been  left  on  the  lOth  as  guard  to  division  supply  train)  joined  the 
brigade.  Previous  to  this,  liOAvever,  this  regiment  had  been  ordered  to 
the  front,  and  while  engaged  in  throwing  up  a  line  of  breast- works 
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lost  one  man,  mortally  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell.  Nothing  of 
importance  occurred  (the  brigade  lying  quietly  in  camp)  until  the  night 
of  the  19th,  when  another  attempt  was  made  to  cross  the  Little  Ogee- 
chee  Eiver.  The  order  was  simply  to  effect  a  crossing  with  a  few  men, 
to  reconnoiter  the  ground  on  the  south  bank  preparatory  to  effecting  a 
crossing  in  force  on  the  following  wight.  The  crossing  was  successfully 
made  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  First  Lieut.  William  Pitt¬ 
man,  of  the  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  with  ten  men  from  the  Eighty- 
first  Ohio  Infantry  and  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  who  volunteered 
for  the  purpose.  This  hazardous  movement  was  accomplished  without 
loss,  or  without  even  being  discovered  by  the  enemy.  Although  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Pittman  is  ever  first  in  the  line  of  duty,  yet  for  his  conduct  on 
this  occasion  he  deserves  special  mention,  as  well  as  Sergeant  Mason 
and  the  men  who  accompanied  him.  No  advantage,  however,  was 
obtained  from  this  crossing,  the  enemy  having,  on  the  night  of  the  20th, 
evacuated  the  works  in  our  front,  thus  leaving  us  the  free  passage 
of  the  river  and  in  quiet  possession  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Savannah. 

The  casualties  of  this  command  during  the  campaign  were  4  enlisted 
men — 1  captured  and  3  wounded,  2  severely  and  1  mortally. 

The  campaign,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days,  was  a  pleasant  one. 
Men  had  an  abundance  to  eat  and  arrived  at  Savannah,  as  they  had 
been  during  the  entire  march,  in  the  best  spirits  and  condition  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  N.  ADAMS,  . 

Colonel  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry^  Comdg.  Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  W.  Edwards, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Fourth  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  38. 

Report  of  Maj.  Wheeloch  8.  Merrwian,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Regt.  Illinois  Infantry  Yols., 

Savannah,  Get.,  January  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  * 

November  14,  passed  through  Marietta  and  marched  to  Turner’s 
Ferry  5  fifteen  miles.  November  15,  marched  into  Atlanta  with  supply 
train,  and  at  5  p.  m.  moved  to  East  Point,  having  marched  eleven  miles. 
November  IG,  marched  about  eighteen  miles  through  a  wooded  country, 
leaving  Jonesborough  to  the  right.  November  17,  marched  about 
twenty  miles,  passing  through  McDonough.  Movefi  at  5  p.  m.  on  the 
18th,  and  marched  ten  miles,  going  through  Jackson.  November  19, 
marched  nine  miles  to  Ocmulgee  River  at  Seven  Islands  Factory,  and 
crossed  it  on  the  20th,  marching  to  Monticello ;  nine  miles.  On  the  21st 
marched  to  Hillsborough,  ten  miles,  over  bad  roads.  November  22, 
marched  about  ten  miles  over  very  bad  roads,  and  on  the  23d  passed 
through  Clinton,  marching  about  twelve  miles;  lost  one  man  near  Clin¬ 
ton,  captured  by  guerrillas.  November  24,  passed  through  Gordon  and 
camped  two  miles  south ;  distance,  seven  miles.  On  the  25th  passed 
through  Irwinton;  marched  eighteen  miles  and  reached  Oconee  River. 
Crossed  it  on  the  2Gth  and  camped  at  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads;  seventeen 

^  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  oi)erations  in  North  Georgia;  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  775. 
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miles  march.  Moved  at  2  p.  m.  November  27,  and  marched  five  miles. 
Marched  sixteen  miles  on  the  28th,  passing  through  Wrightsville. 
29th,  marched  eighteen  miles  through  a  very  swampy  country,  and 
crossed  the  headwaters  of  the  Little  Ohoopee  Liver.  30th  of  November, 
passed  Summerville,  marching  fourteen  miles. 

December  1,  marched  ten  miles,  and  on  the  2d  marched  to  SculPs 
Creek  and  camped  near  it.  December  3,  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Liver; 
was  on  picket  four  miles  from  Milieu,  and  returned  at  5  p.  m.  4th, 
marched  down  the  Ogeechee  Liver  fifteen  miles.  5th,  marched  eight¬ 
een  miles  and  camped  on  the  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  but  finding  a  bad 
crossing,  lay  in  camj)  on  the  6th,  and  on  the  7th  marched  to  Jenks’ 
Bridge ;  eleven  miles.  On  the  8th  crossed  the  Ogeecliee  and  marched  to 
the  Ogeechee  Canal;  fifteen  miles.  On  the  9th  inarched  four  miles,  and 
found  the  enemy  in  force  behind  breast- works  hastily  constructed  of 
logs  and  rails,  though  in  some  places  dirt  had  been  thrown  up.  The 
Sixty-sixth  Illinois  deployed  across  the  main  road  as  skirmishers,  while 
the  regiment  and  Eighty-first  Ohio  marched  by  the  flank  until  the 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  first  iiosition,  after  which  they  were 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of 'the  road.  The  enemy  retreated 
to  iirevent  capture  by  flank  movements,  and  were  pursued  across  Salt¬ 
water  Creek.  On  the  10th  the  regiment  and  Sixty- sixth  Illinois  were 
sent  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Little  Ogeechee,  but  the 
enemy  burnt  it  on  our  approach.  W e  lay  in  camp  on  the  12th  and  13th, 
and  on  the  14th  joined  the  division  in  line  of  battle  on  Anderson’s  jAan- 
tation.  Lay  in  camp  on  the  15th  and  IGth,  and  reported  to  the  pro¬ 
vost-marshal-general,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  on  the  17th,  by  order  of 
Ceneral  Corse.  On  the  18th  started  for  Fort  McAllister  with  rebel 
])risoners,  and  while  in  camj)  there,  awaiting  transportation  to  Hilton 
Head,  received  information  of  the  capture  of  Savannah.  23d,  sent  the 
prisoners  on  the  steamer  Ashland  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Yan  Sellar  tak¬ 
ing  100  men  with  him,  as  guards,  to  Hilton  Head),  and  on  the  24th 
rejoined  the  brigade  at  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WHEELOCK  S.  MELLIMAN, 

Major^  Commanding  TiceJfth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry  Vols. 

Lieut.  William  Pittman, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  2d  Brig.,  4th  Dir.,  15th  Army  Corps. 


No.  39. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  N'.  Boyd,  Sixty -sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 

Lieutenant  :* 

The  same  can  be  said  of  our  march  from  Atlanta,  commencing  on 
the  loth  ot  November,  through  the  towns  of  McDonough,  Jackson, 
Monticello,  Hillsborough,  Clinton,  Gordon,  Irwinton,  and  the  country 
intervening,  and  the  pine  bai  rens  of  Johnson  and  Emanuel  Counties, 
to  the  Ogeechee  Liver  at  SculPs  Creek.  Here,  on  the  3d  of  December, 
we  crossed  the  river  to  the  east  side  and  lay  in  the  intrenchments 

^  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  in  North  Georgia,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Fart  I,  p.  776. 
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during  the  day,  recrossing  at  night  and  resuming  our  march  the  next 
day  down  the  west  side  of  the  river.  On  the  8th  crossed  the  Ogeechee 
at  a  point  opposite  Eden,  and  moved  southward  to  the  Ogeechee  Canal, 
camping  on  the  north  side.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  moved  forward 
in  advance  of  the  brigade,  across  the  canal,  and  down  the  Eden  road. 
The  enemy  appearing  in  our  front.  Companies  A,  C,  and  I  were  advanced 
and  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  both  sides  of  the  road,, the  regiment 
moving  in  line  of  battle  in  support  of  the  skirmish  line.  At  11.30  o’clock 
the  skirmishers  engaged  the  enemy,  driving  him  back  to  his  works  near 
the  Savannah  road,  which  were  stormed  and  taken  by  the  skirmish  line, 
supported  by  this  regiment  and  the  brigade,  the  enemy  fleeing  iirecipi- 
tately  after  a  short  but  brisk  resistance,  leaving  in  our  possession 
one  12-pounder  Blakely  rifled  cannon  and  10  or  12  iirisoners.  Our  loss 
was  1  man  severely  wounded.  Went  into  camp  on  the  field  of  action. 
On  the  morning  of  tlie  10th  of  December  moved  in  company  with  the 
Twelfth  Illinois  to  Station  No.  1,  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  advancing  from 
there  along  the  railroad  as  near  to  the  bridge  over  the  Little  Ogeechee 
as  we  could  approach.  Company  E  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river,  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  in 
a  brisk  skirmish,  which  was  kept  up  till  night,  resulting  in  no  loss  on 
our  part.  Camped  on  Doctor  Miller’s,  i^lantation  till  the  evening  of  the 
14th  of  December,  when  we  moved  across  the  west  branch  of  the  Little 
Ogeechee  to  Anderson’s  plantation,  where  we  remained  till  the  morning 
of  the  21st  of  December,  nothing  in  the  meantime  of  importance  transi)ir- 
ing.  On  the  morning  of  the  21  st  moved  forward  toward  the  Little  Ogee¬ 
chee,  Companies  A  and  H  being  deifloyed  as  skirmishers.  The  river 
was  crossed  without  oi^position,  and  the  skirmishers  being  advanced  on 
the  east  bank  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
his  works,  leaving  his  heavy  artillery  in  our  possession.  Our  march 
from  here  to  Savannah  was  unopposed,  the  city  and  works  having  been 
evacuated  on  the  night  of  the  20th. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  BOYD, 

Cap taiuj  Comma n din  (j  Eegwi en  t . 

Lieut.  William  Pittman, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. ^  2d  Brig.^  4th  Biv.j  15th  Army  Corps. 


No.  40. 

Report  of  Maj.  WilUam  C.  Henry.,  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  Oetoher  5-Deeemher  21. 

Hdqrs.  Eighty-first  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers, 

JSavannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  witli  circular  from  headcpiarters  Second 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

From  the  5th  of  October  until  the  11th  of  November,  1804,  the  regi¬ 
ment  w^as  stationed  at  Borne,  Ga.,  doing  garrison  duty.  During  this 
time  the  regiment,  with  its  brigade,  made  several  reconnaissances,  which 
were  accomplished  without  loss.  On  the  29th  of  October  the  regiment 
received  orders  to  prepare  for  a  ‘Mong,  arduous,  and  successful  cam¬ 
paign,”  and  the  necessary  preparations  were  made  to  place  tlie  com¬ 
mand  in  the  very  best  i)ossible  condition  for  active  service. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  November  the  regiment  broke  np  camp 
at  Rome  and  ijroceeded,  with  its  brigade  and  division,  to  Atlanta,  Ga., 
where  it  joined  Sherman’s  grand  army.  The  regiment  entered  Atlanta 
on  the  15th;  remained  long  enough  to  draw  rations  and  clothing  for 
the  command,  and  the  same  evening  headed  southward.  The  regiment 
was  continually  with  its  brigade  throughout  the  march  from  Atlanta  to 
the  Little  Ogeechee  River,  not  participating  in  any  action  until  the  9th 
of  December,  when  the  regiment,  with  its  brigade,  crossed  the  Ogeechee 
Canal  near  the  Ogeechee  River,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Savan¬ 
nah.  The  advance  of  the  brigade  soon  encountered  the  enemy.  The 
Twelfth  and  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  were  formed  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  road,  the  Eighty-first  being  held  in  reserve.  One  company,  F, 
Lieutenant  Pittman  commanding,  was  sent  forward  as  skirmishers.  At 
times  the  musketry  and  cannonading  was  quite  brisk,  yet  the  enemy 
were  driven  for  a  considerable  distance  by  our  skirmish  line.  The 
brigade  being  very  much  annoyed  by  a  rebel  battery.  Colonel  Adams 
ordered  the  regiment  forward  with  instructions  to  advance  through  a 
wood  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and,  if  possible,  get  in  rear  of  the  battery 
and  capture  it.  After  marching  for  nearly  two  miles  through  a  wood, 
almost  impassable  on  account  of  the  thick  underbrush,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  alarm  and  fled.  During  the  operations 
of  this  day  the  regiment  was  under  fire  several  times,  but  did  not  sus¬ 
tain  any  loss.  Several  prisoners  were  captured  by  the  company  on  the 
skirmish  line. 

From  the  10th  of  December  until  the  capture  of  Savannah,  the  reg¬ 
iment  was  in  camp  on  the  Anderson  place,  near  the  Little  Ogeechee 
River,  doing  its  share  of  picket  duty,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  mortally 
wounded.  Special  mention  should  be  made  of  First  Lieut.  William 
Pittman  and  Sergeant  Mason,  who,  assisted  by  seven  volunteers  from 
the  Eighty-first  Ohio  and  three  from  the  Sixty-sixth  Illinois,  were  the 
first  to  cross  the  Little  Ogeechee  River.  Several  attempts  were  made 
by  the  division  to  efiect  a  crossing,  but  owing  to  the  marshy  ground  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  all  the  attempts  failed,  until  the  night  of  the 
19th  of  November,  when  Lieutenant  Pittman  and  party  effected  a  cross¬ 
ing.  After  they  had  explored  the  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  and  had  ascertained  that  troops  could  be  easily  thrown  across, 
they  were  ordered  to  recross.  The  enemy  evacuated  on  the  night  of 
the  2()th,  before  the  necessary  preparations  could  be  made  to  cross 
a  large  force,  so  that  no  advantage  resulted  from  the  crossing 
effected  by  Lieutenant  Pittman  and  party;  yet  they  are  not  deserv¬ 
ing  of  less  praise  on  that  account.  The  undertaking  was  a  hazardous 
one,  and  had  the  enemy  remained  in  our  front  the  information  gained 
by  Lieutenant  Pittman  would  have  been  of  great  importance  to  the 
army.  Captain  McCain  and  Lieutenant  Harbangh  are  also  deserving 
of  praise  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  Lieutenant  Pittman. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  regiment,  with  its  brigade,  crossed 
the  Little  Ogeechee,  and  proceeded  to  Savannah,  near  which  place  it 
went  into  camp. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  (3LAY  HENRY, 

Major  Eifjlity-Jirst  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  Pittman, 

Aety.  A.v.vt.  Adjt.  Gen..,  2d  Briy.,  Jth  IHr.,  Joth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  41. 

Rejport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  J.  Hurlbutj  Fifty -seventh  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry.^  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.^  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Sarannahj  Ga..,  January  5,  1865. 

Captain 

Od  the  loth  [November]  arrived  at  Atlanta.  Eemained  at  this  place 
a  few  hours;  received  some  supplies  and  clothing,  and  then  moved  out 
four  miles  and  a  half  and  camiied  near  East  Point.  On  the  16th,  17th, 
and  18th  passed  through  the  towns  of  Eough  and  Eeady,  McDonough, 
and  Jackson,  and  arrived  at  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  nothing  unusual  occurring.  The  First  and  Second  Divisions  were 
crossing.  Here  the  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry  Veteran  Volunteers  were 
ordered  to  be  mounted,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  mounting  4  com 
missioned  officers  and  120  enlisted  men.  At  daybreak  on  the  20th 
crossed  the  Ocmulgee.  On  the  21st  passed  Monticello  and  Hillsbor¬ 
ough;  on  the  23d  passed  Clinton,  and  on  the  24th  reached  Gordon  at 
12  m.  Left  camp  at  6  a.  m.  the  25th,  and,  passing  Irwinton,  reached  the 
Oconee  Eiver  on  the  26th  at  11  a.  m.  The  bridge  being  soon  completed, 
the  brigade  was  the  first  infantry  that  crossed  the  river  at  Ball’s  Ferry. 
Eeceived  orders  on  the  27th  to  move  with  two  days’  rations,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Central  railroad  at  Deep  Cut,  and,  in  connection  with 
the  First  Brigade,  destroyed  the  road  to  Station  No.  13,  a  distance  of 
six  miles;  camped  that  night  at  Tennille,  near  General  Sherman’s 
headquarters.  On  the  28th  broke  camp  at  5.30  a.  m.,  and  marched  to 
Peacock’s  Cross-Eoads,  and  candied  on  Little  Ohoopee  Eiver.  Moved 
at  5  a.  m.  on  the  29th,  the  First  Brigade  in  the  advance,  and  joined  the 
Second  Brigade  at  12  m.,  at  cross-roads.  30th,  moved  at  5.30  a.  m., 
passing  Summerville  ;  camped  on  Scull’s  Creek. 

December  2  and  3,  remained  in  camp;  the  men  cleaned  up.  An 
inspection  of  the  command  was  held,  and  its  condition  was  found 
as  good  as  could  be  expected.  The  command  moved  at  6.30  a.  m. 
December  4,  nothing  unusual  occurring,  and  reached  cross-roads,  one 
mile  from  Jenks’  Bridge,  over  the  Ogeechee,  on  the  7th.  At  5.30 
a.  m.  on  the  8th  the  command  proceeded  forward  with  two  days’ 
rations  in  haversacks,  accompanied  by  no  more  train  than  was 
necessary;  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  at  7,  the  Seventh  Illinois  in 
advance.  Moved  through  Eden  Station,  and  took  the  right-hand  road 
in  the  direction  of  the  Ogeechee  Canal.  Soon  after  some  slight  skir¬ 
mishing  took  place,  and  the  Seventh  Illinois  captured  one  rebel  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  three  privates.  The  roads  were  obstructed  by  fallen  timber 
in  several  places.  At  noon  reached  the  canal  at  Dillon’s  Bridge,  and 
found  the  bridge,  which  had  been  fired  by  the  enemy  in  the  morning, 
still  burning.  Two  regiments  of  my  command  crossed  the  canal, 
remained  a  short  time,  and  were  ordered  to  recross,  and  the  whole  went 
into  camp.  The  mounted  portion  of  the  Seventh  Illinois,  sent  in 
advance,  having  proceeded  to  the  cross-roads,  encountered  a  rebel 
force  of  infantry  intrenched.  On  skirmishing  an  hour,  and  finding  the 
enemy  well  fortified,  the  mounted  Seventh  returned  to  the  command, 
having  one  man  wounded  so  severely  it  was  impossible  to  remove  him. 
He  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  but  has  since  escaped.  Eemained  in 

*  For  ])ortioii  of  report  (hero  omitted)  relatiug  to  operatious  iu  North  (Georgia, 
see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  782. 
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camp  oil  the  9tli  until  11  a.  m.,  and  were  then  ordered  forward;  moved 
in  a  south  direction  until  we  entered  the  main  road  leading  from 
King’s  Bridge,  over  the  Ogeechee,  direct  to  Savannah,  which  we  fol¬ 
lowed  for  two  miles,  and  went  into  cami3  on  the  left  of  the  same,  and, 
under  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  threw  up  strong  breast¬ 
works  in  our  front,  the  enemy  being  reported  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
On  this  day  the  mounted  portion  of  the  Seventh  Illinois,  under  Colonel 
Perrin,  moved  in  advance  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and,  on  approaching 
'the  cross-roads,  moved  on  the  flanks  of  the  brigade,  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  during  the  engagement  that  followed;  and,  after  taking  pos¬ 
session  of  the  cross-roads,  by  direction  of  General  Corse,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Perrin  proceeded  with  one  company  to  the  Gulf  railroad, 
which  he  eftectually  destroyed  for  a  distance  of  200  yards,  thereby 
stopping  and  capturing  a  locomotive  and  train  of  cars,  which  he 
destroyed,  and  capturing  25  prisoners,  whom  he  turned  over  to  the 
provost-marshal-general.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  at  2  a.  m.,  five 
companies  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Captain  Barbour,  chief  of  grand  guard  of  the  division;  were  sent  for¬ 
ward  by  him  on  the  Savannah  road.  At  7  a.  m.  the  brigade  moved 
forward,  being  the  advance  of  the  division ;  two  miles  out  crossed  Salt 
Creek,  where  the  road  for  some  distance  was  submerged  by  tide  water. 
A  little  farther  on  came  up  with  the  five  comiianies  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Iowa,  sent  forward  as  before  stated.  On  moving  still  farther  two  com- 
jianies  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iow  a  were  detailed  to  rebuild  a  small  bridge 
that  had  that  morning  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  Here  the  Seventh 
Illinois  were  thrown  forward  and  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  exchanged 
shots  with  the  enemy.  It  being  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
planted  a  portion  of  his  artillery  so  as  to  command  the  road,  the  column 
was  ordered  to  keep  to  the  right  of  the  road  under  cover  of  the  timber. 
On  reaching  a  field  the  column  was  ordered  to  form  in  line  of  battle  by 
battalion ;  did  so ;  moved  across  the  field  and  halted.  The  skirmish  line 
wms  here  strengthened,  the  right  by  two  companies  from  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Iowa,  the  left  by  one  company  from  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  and  one 
from  the  Fifty-seventh  Illinois.  The  command  then  moved  forward 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  until  the  cainj)  of  the  enemy  was  distinctly 
visible  some  1,500  yards  distant  across  open  fields  and  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  strongly  intrenched.  By  order  of  the  command¬ 
ing  general  the  battalions  in  reserve  were  ordered  to  halt  under  cover 
of  timber.  I  ordered  the  Seventh  Illinois  as  skirmishers,  with  strong 
reserve,  to  advance  across  the  open  field  and  develop  the  enemy,  which 
wms  done  most  valiantly,  under  command  of  Major  Johnson,  who 
advanced  his  skirmishers  to  within  about  400  yards  of  the  works 
under  heavy  fire  from  enemy’s  artillery.  Remaining  in  present  position 
until  4  p.  m.,  received  orders  to  move  the  battalion,  then  in  reserve, 
into  camp  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  rear.  Major  Johnson, 
holding  skirmish  line  until  relieved  at  night,  coming  into  camp  about 
7  ]).  m.  December  II,  moved  to  right  and  rear  three-quarters  of  a 
mile;  was  ordered  to  make  permanent  camp.  Remained  in  camp  until 
morning  of  the  2Ist,  in  the  meantime  furnishing  men  for  skirmish  or 
picket  duty  on  our  front.  No  casualties  occurred  to  the  men,  and  but 
slight  firing,  while  on  duty.  Moved  in  town  21st,  and  bivouacked  in 
suburbs  of  city.  December  22,  moved  into  Fort  Brown  and  ordered  to 
make  cami).  During  the  march  the  men  have  deiiorted  themselves  as 
good  soldiers.  The  march  being  long  and  tedious  a  portion  of  the  time 
the  men  were  quite  short  of  rations,  but  expressed  no  complaint. 
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Thus  ended  a  inarch  of  some  375  miles  through  the  heart  of  Georgia, 
a  march  memorable  for  the  ease  and  rapidity  by  which  it  was  accom¬ 
plished,  and  the  good,  soldierly  conduct  of  the  men. 

My  losses  were  1  man  of  the  Fifty-seventh  and  1  of  the  Fiftieth  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry,  died  of  disease;  and  1  of  the  Fifty-seventh  and  1  of  the 
Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F,  J.  HURLBUT, 

Lieut.  Col.  Fifty-secenth  Illinois  Infantry^  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  W.  Edwards, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Fourth  Div.^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  42. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hector  Perrin.,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteers, 

tSavannah,  Ga.j  January  — ,  1865. 

Sir:* 

On  the  19th  [November]  I  was  directed  by  orders  from  the  general 
commanding  division  to  mount  my  command,  capturing  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  stock  and  equipments  in  the  country.  I  succeeded  during  the 
camiiaign  to  mount  six  companies,  numbering  in  all  5  commissioned 
officers  and  120  enlisted  men.  On  the  27th  the  dismounted  portion  of 
my  command,  under  Maj.  Edward  S.  Johnson,  moved  with  the  brigade 
to  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it.  By 
direction  of  general  commanding  division  I  proceeded  with  the  mounted 
portion  to  Station  13,  at  which  place  I  rejoined  the  command  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  From  that  date  to  the  8th  of  December  the 
dismounted  portion  kept  its  place  in  line  of  march  with  the  brigade, 
and  the  mounted  was  sent  scouting  on  the  Hanks  of  the  column. 

On  the  9th,  the  division  having  crossed  the  Ogeechee  River  near 
Station  No.  2,  I  was  directed  to  take  the  advance  with  the  mounted 
men.  I  proceeded  as  far  as  the  cross-roads,  where  I  met  the  enemy  in 
force;  had  a  skirmish  of  about  one  hour’s  duration,  when,  linding  the 
enemy  intrenched,  I  retired,  having  had  one  man  severely  wounded, 
whom  I  left  at  a  house,  not  being  able  to  take  him  farther;  he  was 
taken  to  Savannah  by  the  enemy  (made  his  escape  since).  I  then 
returned  to  the  command,  camped  on  the  Ogeechee  and  Savannah 
Canal.  On  the  9th  I  moved  in  advance  of  the  Second  Brigade  with  tlie 
mounted  men,  leaving  Major  Johnson  in  command  of  the  footmen, 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  cross-roads.  I  moved  on  the  flanks  of 
the  infantry  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  during  the  engagement 
that  followed.  After  taking  possession  of  the  cross-roads,  by  direction  of 
the  general  commanding  division,  I  proceeded  with  one  company  to  the 
Gulf  railroad,  which  I  destroyed  eflectually  for  a  distance  of  about  200 
yards,  thereby  stopping  and  ca])turing  a  locomotive  and  train  of  cars, 
which  were  destroyed  by  Are;  J  also  captured  25  prisoners,  which  I  turned 

- -  —  j 
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over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  division.  On  the  10th,  in  advance 
on  the  Little  Ogeechee,  Major  Johnson,  with  the  footmen,  was  directed 
to  advance  and  deploy  his  command  as  skirmishers  on  the  enemy’s 
position,  which  was  effectually  developed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Little 
Ogeechee  River,  the  mounted  portion  acting  as  flankers.  From  that 
date,  December  10,  to  the  occupation  of  Savannah,  December  21,  the 
footmen  performed  duty  with  the  brigade  in  front  of  Little  Ogee¬ 
chee  River,  and  the  mounted  men  were  occupied  in  looking  for  forage 
for  the  division,  and  on  the  16th  had  a  skirmish  with  some  rebel  cav¬ 
alry  at  Hinesville,  in  which  one  rebel  was  killed.  On  the  26th  Major 
Johnson  was  ordered,  by  order  of  general  commanding  division,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Fort  Bonaventure  with  the  footmen  of  my  regiment  (four  com¬ 
panies)  to  i)erform  guard  duty  at  that  place. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HECTOR  RERRIX, 
LieAitenanP Colonel^  Commanding. 


Lieut.  William  C.  Ghost, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  43. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair.,  jr.^  TJ,  R.  Army^  eommandmg 
^Seventeenth  Army  (Mirps. 

Headocakteks  Seventeenth  Ahmy  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  December  31.,  1864. 

Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  this  command  during  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  this 
point : 

The  command  started  from  Atlanta  on  the  15th  of  November  on  the 
IMcDonough  road,  and  moved,  via  McDonough  and  Jackson,  to  the  Oc- 
mulgee  River,  at  Planters’  Factory.  We  ci'ossed  the  river  on  the  night 
of  the  18th  of  November,  and  continued  our  march,  via  Monticello  and 
Blountsville,  to  Gordon,  on  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  which  point 
we  reached  on  the  22d  of  November.  On  the  23d  of  November  we  con¬ 
tinued  our  march  along  the  railroad  to  the  Oconee  River,  where  the 
enemy  were  found  in  some  force  on  the  oi)posite  side.  Brig.  Gen.  Giles 
A.  Smith’s  division  (the  Fourth)  was  sent  to  the  railroad  bridge,  and  a 
battalion  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  to  the  crossing  on  the  Ball’s 
Ferry  road.  This  battalion  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Oconee  River, 
.but  on  proceeding  a  short  distance  on  the  other  side  were  attacked  by 
a  strong  force  of  the  enemy.  They  succeeded  in  holding  their  position 
until  their  ammunition  was  expended,  when  they  were  obliged  to  fall 
back,  with  the  loss  of  21  killed  and  wounded.  On  the  next  morning  I 
moved  my  entire  command  to  the  river  and  found  the  enemy  intrenched 
at  Ball’s  Ferry  crossing.  I  succeeded  in  effecting  a  crossing  above  the 
road,  and  sent  over  about  200  men  during  the  night.  Upon  this  force 
striking  the  road,  about  daylight  the  next  morning,  they  found  the 
enemy  just  retiring  from  the  river.  During  the  day  I  crossed  my  entire 
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command  and  moved  along  the  railroad  to  Station  9^,  where  we  crossed 
the  Ogeechee  Eiver  on  the  pontoon  bridge,  meeting  no  obstructions 
from  the  enemy. 

On  the  2d  of  December  we  reached  Millen,  crossing  Buck  Head  Creek, 
and  using  the  pontoon  bridge.  Upon  striking  the  Little  Ogeechee 
Eiver,  on  December  3,  we  found  the  enemy  intrenched  on  the  opposite 
side,  their  force  estimated  at  5,000.  The  next  morning  I  sent  a  skir¬ 
mish  line  of  the  First  Division  down  to  the  river,  driving  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers  across,  and  upon  crossing  a  force  found  the  works  evacu¬ 
ated.  We  continued  our  march,  without  interruption,  until  the  9th, 
when  w'e  struck  the  enemy  near  Station  1,  where  they  had  a  force  of 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  During  this  day  and  the  next  we 
drove  them  without  difficulty,  up  to  a  point  within  three  miles  and  a 
half  of  Savannah,  where  we  found  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched. 
Here  I  deployed  the  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  com¬ 
manding,  on  the  Louisville  road,  and  the  First  Division,  General  Mower, 
on  their  right,  on  the  south  side  of  the  canal.  On  the  11th  instant  my 
command  was  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps  and  moved  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  Ogeechee  road,  where  the  Third  Division  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  with  the  right  resting  on  the  Fifteenth 
Corps.  The  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding, 
was  sent  to  King’s  Bridge,  and  furnished  details  for  the  building  of  the 
wharf  on  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  and  the  unloading  of  vessels.  The  First 
Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  was  sent  on  the  Gulf 
road,  and  destroyed  eighteen  miles  of  the  road.  I  now  commenced 
preparations  for  the  assault  on  the  enemy’s  works,  but  on  the  morning 
of  the  21st  of  December,  as  my  arrangements  were  approaching  com¬ 
pletion,  the  pickets  of  the  Third  Division  found  the  enemy  retired  from 
their  works,  and  without  opposition  we  entered  the  city,  Avhere  we  are 
now  encamped. 

The  opposition  from  the  enemy  throughout  our  entire  march  was 
comparatively  nothing.  The  country  marched  through  was  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  provisions,  and  the  forage  parties,  as  organized  in  accordance 
with  orders  from  the  army  commander,  kept  the  troops  well  supplied. 
Our  transportation,  which  on  starting  was  very  poor,  was  brought  up 
to  a  fine  condition  by  the  abundance  of  forage  and  by  animals  captured. 
My  command  destroyed  93  miles  of  railroad  and  marched  285  miles. 
There  was  destroyed  by  this  corps  during  the  march,  in  accordance 
with  orders,  1,735  bales  of  cotton. 

The  losses  in  the  command,  including  20  of  the  First  Alabama  Cav¬ 
alry,  during  the  campaign  were  as  follows:  Killed,  10;  wounded,  73; 
missing,  19. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  my  division  commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  jR., 

Major-General, 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Deimrtment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Savamiah,  Ga.,  January  7,  1865. 

Captain:  In  accordance  with  a  recpiest  from  Lieutenant  Taylor,  F 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  work  done  on  the 
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campaign:  26,500  yards  of  corduroy,  700  yards  of  bridging,  19  miles  of 
road  cut  through  timber,  2,100  yards  of  obstructions  cleared  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servanr, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


No.  44. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Moiver,  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding  First 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  31^  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  recent 
campaign : 

My  division  left  Marietta,  Ga.,  on  the  13th  of  November,  and  reached 
Atlanta  the  same  day.  We  again  took  up  our  line  of  march  on  the  15th, 
crossed  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver  on  the  18th,  and  arrived  at  Gordon  (the 
junction  of  the  Milledgeville  with  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad)  on  the 
22d  of  November.  Here  we  destroyed  five  miles  of  the  Milledgeville 
Eailroad.  We  again  moved  on  the  24th  and  destroyed  five  miles,  and 
on  the  25th  four  miles  of  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad.  On  the  26th 
crossed  the  Oconee  Eiver,  and  on  the  30th  the  Ogeechee  Eiver. 

December  1,  1864,  destroyed  five  miles  of  railroad.  December  2, 
crossed  Buck  Head  Creek,  encamping  at  Milieu,  Ga.  December  3, 
destroyed  two  miles  and  a  half.  December  4,  destroyed  three  miles  of 
railroad.  December  5,  crossed  the  Little  Ogeechee.  December  6,  de¬ 
stroyed  six  miles  of  railroad.  December  9,  my  command  had  the 
advance.  We  found  the  enemy  in  position  behind  an  earth-work 
at  tlie  end  of  a  causeway  leading  through  a  swamp,  the  swamp 
extending  around  on  both  their  flanks.  I  detached  one  brigade, 
Brigadier-General  Sprague’s,  with  a  section  of  artillery  to  engage 
the  enemy  in  front,  whilst  I  took  two  brigades  (General  Fuller’s 
and  Colonel  Tillson’s)  around  the  enemy’s  right.  The  troops  waded 
through  a  cypress  swamp  to  get  to  the  enemy’s  works.  The  enemy 
retired  as  we  approached.  We  drove  them  about  seven  miles,  skir¬ 
mishing  with  them  constantly,  artillery  being  used  on  both  vsides.  I 
lost  one  of  my  staff  officers  on  that  day,  killed,  Lieut.  W.  H.  Hamrick, 
acting  assistant  quartermaster.  December  10,  I  received  an  order  to 
effect  a  lodgment  on  the  south  side  of  the  canal  leading  from  the 
Savannah  to  the  Ogeechee  Eiver.  I  succeeded  without  much  oppo¬ 
sition,  driving  a  small  party  of  the  enemy  that  were  at  the  caiial  back 
to  tlieir  earth  works,  which  were  about  1,000  yards  from  the  point  where 
I  crossed.  Skirmishing  was  kept  up  during  the  day;  at  the  same  time 
I  sent  out  recon noitering  parties  in  every  direction,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  enemy’s  works  could  be  approached  at 
any  point  excepting  in  front,  Avhere  we  would  liave  been  obliged  to  pass 
over  an  oi)en  field  some  half  a  mile  in  extent,  should  we  have  attacked 
them  there.  The  field  I  occupied  was  found  to  be  bordered  with  swam])s 
all  around  excepting  in  fiont.  I  had  a  staff  officer.  Lieutenant  O’Eeilly 
(aide-de-camp),  wounded  during  the  day  whilst  he  was  with  me,  endeav¬ 
oring  to  find  a  position  for  a  battery.  That  night  we  threw  up  a  line 
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of  works  about  400  yards  from  those  of  the  enemy,  and  had  two 
redoubts  constructed  for  the  artillery,  which  was  placed  in  one  of  the 
redoubts  during  the  night.  December  11,  skirmishing  and  artillery 
firing  was  kept  up  during  the  day,  and  the  embrasures  of  the  enemy’s 
works  choked  up  by  the  falling  sand-bags,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
use  their  artillery  in  barbette.  I  also  put  the  prisoners  to  work  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  cutting  zigzag  roads  toward  a  salient  of  the 
enemy’s  works  in  my  rear.  Making  the  road  of  the  brush  which  was 
cut  down,  I  felt  confident  that,  if  I  could  succeed  in  getting  roads 
through  the  swamp,  I  should  be  able  to  take  the  enemy  by  surprise  at 
that  point  of  their  works,  as  they  would  not  be  expecting  us  from  that 
direction,  there  being  from  three  to  ten  feet  of  water  in  the  swamp.  1 
was  relieved,  however,  during  the  day  by  General  Carlin  with  his  divis¬ 
ion,  before  I  had  completed  these  roads.  December  12, 1  moved  my 
command  to  the  right.  General  Sprague’s  brigade  being  detached  from 
the  division  whilst  we  were  en  route  and  ordered  to  the  head  of  the 
canal.  I  went  into  camp  near  the  King’s  Bridge  and  Savannah  road, 
about  five  miles  from  the  Ogeechee,  where  I  remained  until  the  16th 
instant,  when  I  received  an  order  to  destroy  that  portion  of  the  Gulf 
railroad  between  the  Altamaha  River  (including  the  bridge  over  that 
stream)  and  a  point  twenty  miles  this  side  of  that  river.  My  time  was 
limited  to  five  days.  This  limitation  of  time  would  make  it  necessary 
for  me  to  march  twenty  miles  per  day,  and  give  me  one  day  in  which  to 
destroy  twenty  miles  of  railroad. 

I  crossed  the  Ogeechee  on  the  17th  and  reached  a  point  on  the  rail¬ 
road  eight  miles  from  the  Altamaha  bridge  on  the  18th.  I  had  pre¬ 
viously  applied  to  General  Blair  for  more  time,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
destroy  the  bridge  over  the  Altamaha.  I  received  a  communication  in 
reply,  stating  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  return  in  five  days, 
and  informing  me  that  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  had  been  directed  to 
report  to  me  and  that  I  could  put  them  to  work  on  the  farther  end  of 
the  road  and  the  bridge.  In  the  meantime  Colonel  Atkins,  command¬ 
ing  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  reported  to  me  for  orders.  I  directed  him  to 
destroy  the  bridge  and  a  trestle-work  leading  to  it.  He  succeeded  in 
destroying  the  trestle-work,  but  it  was  found  impracticable  to  approach 
the  bridge,  as  the  enemy  had  two  redoubts  on  this  side  which  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  get  at,  there  being  a  deep  swamp  all  around  them.  There 
Avere  also  two  32-pounder  rifles  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Altamaha 
enfilading  the  bridge,  and  a  locomotive,  with  a  gun  on  it,  which  the 
enemy  used  at  this  end  of  the  bridge.  My  orders  being  imperative  to 
return  in  five  days  I  was  obliged  to  desist  from  the  attempt  at  destroy¬ 
ing  the  bridge,  as  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  get  at  it  without  occupy¬ 
ing  at  least  two  more  days’  time.  The  destruction  of  the  trestle-work, 
however,  renders  the  bridge  useless  to  the  enemy.  I  therefore  returned 
to  cami),  where  I  arrived  on  the  21st,  having  marched  eighty  miles  and 
destroyed  eighteen  miles  of  railroad  in  five  days. 

Amount  of  railroad  destroyed  in  the  campaign,  fifty-seven  miles. 

1  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  ditterent  skir¬ 
mishes  in  which  my  division  has  been  engaged  during  the  campaign.* 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 

Maj.  Gen.^  JJ.  xV.  Vols.^  Comdg.  First  J)iv.,  Seventeenth  Arnuj  Corps. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

*Noiniual  list  (omitted)  shows  1  oflio(‘r  and  2  men  killed;  1  officer  and  33  men 
wounded. 
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SKETCH  OF  POSITION  OCCUPIED  BY  THE  FIRST  DIVISION,  SEVEXTEEXTII 
ARMY  CORPS,  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  ENEMY'S  WORKS  NEAR  SAVANNAH,  OA., 
ON  THE  lOTH  AND  IITH  OF  DECEMBER,  1804. 


(Rebel  Wor/cs.) 
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No.  45. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Mortimer  1).  Leggett,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Third  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  division  in  the  late  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  this 
place : 

We  started  from  Atlanta,  with  the  balance  of  the  command,  on  the 
15th  day  of  November,  with  fourteen  days’  rations  of  hard  bread  and 
twenty  days’  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  and  190  rounds  of  ammunition 
to  the  man.  Before  starting  from  Atlanta  I  organized  foraging  parties 
in  each  regiment,  having  one  forager  for  every  twenty  men  and  an  offi¬ 
cer  for  each  regiment.  My  orders  required  to  be  selected  men  who 
were  distinguished  for  their  physical  ability  for  marching,  their  per¬ 
sonal  bravery,  and  for  strict  obedience  of  orders.  With  a  single  excep¬ 
tion,  I  heard  of  no  misconduct  u]3on  the  part  of  these  foragers.  They 
distinguished  themselves  for  their  industry  and  orderly  conduct. 
Although  it  was  thirty-four  days  from  the  time  we  started  from  Atlanta 
before  receiving  any  provisions  of  any  kind  from  the  beet,  yet  they  kept 
the  command  well  supplied;  neither  the  men  nor  the  animals  ever  lived 
better.  These  foraging  parties  were  frequently  obliged  to  go  a  consid¬ 
erable  distance  from  our  line  of  march,  yet  but  live  men  of  all  the  for¬ 
agers  were  captured  by  the  enemy  during  the  expedition.  With  the 
exception  of  occasional  very  unimportant  skirmishes,  my  command  was 
not  engaged  with  the  enemy  until  we  struck  the  defenses  about  Savan¬ 
nah.  Our  march  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  ever  participated  in  by 
this  division,  for,  although  we  had  considerable  very  bad  road,  requir¬ 
ing  the  building  of  a  large  amount  of  corduroy,  and  often  heavy  details 
to  assist  the  transportation,  and  completely  destroying  twenty-three 
miles  of  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  and  destroying  all  the  bridges 
and  culverts  of  nine  miles  more,  yet  the  men  endured  all  without  a 
single  murmur  or  comiilaint,  and  constantly  exhibited  an  exuberance 
and  hilarity  of  spirit  more  indicative  of  a  festive  excursion  than  an 
exposed  and  fatiguing  campaign. 

On  the  10th  of  December  we  struck  the  enemy’s  works  about  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  my  division  was  placed  in  position  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Georgia  Central  Railroad,  where  we  immediately  constructed  works, 
but  on  the  11th  we  were  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps  and  took 
position  about  one  mile  farther  to  the  right.  On  tlie  12th  we  were 
moved  still  farther  to  the  right,  and  placed  in  position  immediately  on 
the  left  of  what  is  known  as  the  plank  road.  This  position  we  found  very 
much  exposed,  the  ground  being  very  level  and  the  enemy’s  batteries 
covering  the  whole  position.  AVe  immediately  constructed  works  for 
the  protection  of  the  men  and  erected  batteries  to  operate  upon  the 
enemy.  The  intervention  of  a  rice  field,  deeply  flooded  with  water, 
prevented  our  using  infantry  to  advantage.  We  at  once  commenced 
building  bridges  and  collecting  boats  to  facilitate  our  ap])roach  to  the 
enemy’s  line,  and  were  ready  to  charge  the  enemy's  works,  and  await¬ 
ing  orders  to  advance,  when,  about  4  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  we  discovered  the  enemy  were  evacuating.  I  immediately  ad¬ 
vanced,  but  having  much  farther  to  inarch  reached  Savannah  about  ten 
minutes  after  the  advance  of  tlie  Left  Wing  had  entered  the  city  from 
another  direction. 
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I  must  make  honorable  mention  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  command¬ 
ing  my  First  Brigade,  and  Col.  E.  K.  Scott,  commanding  the  Second 
Brigade,  for  the  close  and  soldierly  manner  in  which  they  have  marched 
and  cared  for  their  troops. 

My  losses  during  the  campaign  have  been:  Killed,  2;  wounded,  10; 
missing,  19. 

Of  the  missing.  Privates  John  O’Lahiff,  John  Ford,  Sanford  Fail¬ 
ing,  Mirion  D.  Hyland,  A  Company;  John  Pelz,  B  Company;  James 
H.  Shannon,  C  Company;  Martin  Purcell,  F  Company;  Edward  Kelly, 
H  Company,  and  Edward  T.  Evans,  I  Company,  Seventeenth  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  were  captured  while  straggling  in 
violation  of  orders.  1  have  issued  orders  stopping  their  i)ay  for  the 
whole  time  they  may  be  prisoners  of  war,  and  they  will  be  subject  to 
such  additional  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted  by  a  court-martial  when 
they  are  returned. 

When  we  started  from  Atlanta  my  transportation  was  in  bad  condi¬ 
tion,  the  mules  being  very  poor  and  weak,  but  during  the  march  many 
of  these  mules  died  or  were  killed  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the 
enemy’s  hands  and  their  places  supplied  with  captured  mules.  We 
reached  Savannah  with  superb  transi)ortation — never  in  better  condi¬ 
tion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  1).  LEGGETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 


Ko.  4G. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Manning  F.  Force,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  December  2. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  December  2,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  struck  the  railroad  at 
Station  9,  at  the  beginning  of  dawn  this  morning,  and  worked  thence 
to  Buck  Head  Creek,  destroying  in  each  mile  a  section  the  length  of 
the  brigade,  all  trestles  and  culverts,  burning  the  depot  and  tanks,  a 
considerable  amount  of  new  ties  and  prei)ared  timber,  and  a  flat-boat 
loaded  with  cord  wood.  In  the  sections  destroyed  the  ties  and  stringers 
were  burned  and  the  rails  bent.  A  pile  of  rails  near  the  road  was  also 
bent  by  fire.  A  small  section  of  quadruple  track  west  of  Station  9 
was  also  destroyed.  Ko  cotton  was  found.  The  road  was  extremely 
intersected  with  culverts  and  small  trestles.  Some  of  these  were 
banked  up  and  the  track  partly  excavated,  in  the  hope  that  rising 
water  might  destroy  it.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  trestle  nearest  Buck 
Head  Creek  may  noC  be  thoroughly  destroyed.  It  was  reached  at  the 
close  of  the  afternoon,  and  was  thought  at  first  to  be  needed  for  the 
crossing  of  troops.  I  never  saw  men  work  more  honestly.  They  toiled 
zealously  on  the  track  ten  hours,  with  one  sliort  respite  for  coffee. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 

Brigadier- General.  Comdg.  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  elr.. 

Assistant  AdjiUant-  General. 
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No.  47. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  II.  S.  Army,  commeinding  Fourth 

Division. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  respecting  the  movement 
and  operations  of  the  Fourth  Division,  under  my  command,  during  the 
campaign  which  closed  with  the  occupation  of  Savannah: 

On  Saturday,  the  12th  day  of  November,  18(14,  being  encamped  at 
Marietta,  Ga.,  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  Major-General 
Blair  I  proceeded  with  my  command  to  destroy  the  portion  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Western  Railroad  allotted  to  me,  being  from  Big  Shanty 
south  to  near  Kenesaw  Mountain;  and  on  Sunday,  in  pursuance  of 
orders,  moved  toward  Atlanta,  which  place  we  reached  on  the  following 
day,  and  on  Monday  [Tuesday],  the  15th,  started  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  in  a  southeasterly  direction  toward  Savan¬ 
nah  or  any  other  place.  The  command  reached  Ocmulgee  River  on  the 
18th,  crossingin  the  same  night  on  pontoon  bridges,  and  arrived  at  Gor¬ 
don  on  the'21st  ultimo,  which  was  occupied  after  a  short  skirmish  with 
the  enemy  by  my  advance,  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry.  On  Tuesday, 
the  22d,  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Blair  to  proceed  with  my 
division  and  Colonel  Spencer’s  First  Alabama  Cavalry  to  the  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Oconee,  between  Stations  14  and  15.  The  cavalry 
having  the  advance  drove  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  from  a  stockade 
about  two  miles  from  the  bridge.  The  ground  near  the  bridge  being 
very  swampy  it  could  only  be  approached  by  the  railroad.  The  enemy 
were  posted  behind  a  second  stockade,  with  infantry  and  artillery. 
Colonel  Potts,  commanding  First  Brigade,  was  ordered  to  detach  two 
regiments  and  drive  them  across  the  ri  ver.  One  piece  of  artillery  from 
Lieutenant  Hurter’s  First  Minnesota  Battery  was  taken  down  the  track 
by  hand  to  assist.  After  a  short  skirmish  this  was  accomplished,  and 
two  miles  of  trestle-work  destroyed  and  about  three  miles  of  track,  but 
the  enemy  could  not  be  dislodged  from  the  opposite  side  on  account  of  the 
inaccessibility  of  the  swamp.  On  the  25th  the  remainder  of  the  corps 
reached  Ball’s  Ferry,  six  miles  below,  where  I  rejoined  them,  and  the 
next  day  crossed  the  Oconee  River  on  pontoons.  On  Thursday,  De¬ 
cember  1,  the  Ogeechee  River  was  crossed,  and  the  next  day  the  com¬ 
mand  entered  Milieu.  The  next  eight  days  we  marched  toward  Savan¬ 
nah,  destroying  railroad  track  and  removing  obstructions  in  the  roads, 
and  on  the  10th  of  December  reached  the  works  of  Savannah,  forming- 
line  across  the  Georgia  (Jentral  and  Savannah  and  Cliarleston  rail¬ 
roads,  near  their  junction,  three  miles  from  Savannah.  The  enemj’' 
disputed  our  advance  all  day,  and  we  met  with  some  loss  in  gaining 
our  position.  On  the  night  of  Tuesday,  December  20,  the  enemy 
evacuated  Savannah,  and  on  the  21st  our  troops  took  possession,  where 
we  are  now  encamped. 

From  Atlanta  to  Savannah  this  division  marched  300  miles,  and  thor¬ 
oughly  destroyed  twenty-four  miles  and  a  half  of  railroad  track,  includ¬ 
ing  four  miles  and  a  half  of  the  Atlantic  and  Western  Railroad,  and 
two  miles  of  trestle-work. 

The  pioneer  corps,  Capt.  J.  D.  Davis,  Forty-first  Illinois  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding,-  constructed  seven  miles  and  300 
feet  of  corduroy  roacl,  built  000  feet  of  bridging,  made  150  fascines,  built 
one  fort  for  guns  at  Oconee  River,  cut  six  miles  of  wagon  roads,  and 
removed  fallen  timber  and  obstructions  from  GOO  yards  of  road. 
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The  health  and  condition  of  the  men  at  the  close  of  the  campaign 


was  excellent. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  stock  captured:  Horses,  105;  mules, 
291;  total,  450. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  during  the  campaign:  Commis¬ 
sioned  officers  wounded,  2;  enlisted  men  killed,  5;  wounded,  12. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brigadier -General  of  YoUinteers. 


Capt.  0.  Oadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 


NTo.  48. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  Duncan^  Fifty-third  Indiana.  Infantry First  Bri¬ 
gade. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-third  Indiana  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry, 

Savannah j  G a..,  January  1,  1865. 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  hereby  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fifty- third  Indiana  Veteran  Volunteer 
Infantry  in  the  late  campaign: 

We  left  camp  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  with  the  other  regiments  composing 
the  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  on  the 
13th  day  of  November,  1864,  at  8  a.  m.,  and  reached  Gordon,  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Milledgeville  and  Georgia  Central  railroads,  November  21, 
1864,  where,  by  order  of  Col.  B.  F.  Potts,  the  regiment  performed  pro¬ 
vost  guard  duty.  Left  Gordon  November  22,  1864,  and  reached  the 
railroad  bridge  across  the  Oconee  Fiver  November  23,  1864,  about  4  p. 
m.,  where  the  enemy  were  found  in  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  with  artillery.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  was  ordered  to 
relieve  the  Twenty-third  Indiana  at  tlie  bridge,  which  I  did  by  deploy¬ 
ing  three  companies  as  skirmishers  or  pickets,  holding  the  remainder 
of  the  regiment  in  reserve.  The  pickets  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  during  the 
day,  and  at  dark  were  ordered  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
by  fire,  but  the  enemy  opened  such  a  terrific  fire  of  canister  and 
musketry  that  they  were  compelled  to  desist.  The  trestle-work  con¬ 
necting  with  the  bridge,  however,  had  been  set  on  fire  in  several  places 
and  was  partially  destroyed.  The  casualty  during  the  affair  was  one  man 
wounded  so  as  to  make  amputation  of  his  right  leg  necessary.  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1864,  at  7  a.  m.,  we  moved,  via  Station  No.  15,  to  the  Oconee 
Fiver,  which  was  crossed  on  pontoons. 

We  arrived  at  the  Ogeechee  Fiver  December  1,  1864,  which  was  also 
crossed  on  pontoons,  and  the  regiment  assisted  in  destroying  railroad 
track.  Again,  on  the  7th,  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  destroying  track 
at  Station  No.  7,  which,  with  a  few  hours’  work  before  crossing  the 
Oconee  Fiver,  comprised  all  the  work  done  on  railroad,  and  will,  in 
my  opinion,  amount  to  two  miles  of  railroad  destroyed  by  the  regi¬ 
ment.  On  the  lOtli  of  December  the  regiment  was  the  advance  of  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets  and 
drove  them  within  their  works  three  miles  from  the  city.  We  threw 
up  barricades  about  500  yards  from  the  rebel  lines,  and  held  them  until 
relieved  by  a  regiment  from  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  and  moved  to 
a  position  on  the  right.  December  13,  were  ordered  to  escort  a  forage 
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train,  and  started  about  3  p.  m.  of  that  day,  crossed  tlie  Ogeecliee  Eiver, 
and  after  loading  the  train  twenty- seven  miles  from  the  city,  returned 
to  King’s  Bridge  and  were  engaged  in  unloading  steamers  until  the  24th 
of  December,  when  we  entered  the  city  of  Savannah. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  the  march  was  a  very  pleasant  onej  our 
foragers  kept  us  abundantly  supplied  with  potatoes,  pork,  poultry,  &c., 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  measles  the  health  of  the 
regiment  was  remarkably  good.  '  ^ 

A  few  days  before  leaving  Marietta  we  received  185  drafted  men  from 
the  State  of  Indiana,  and  for  raw  recruits  they  stood  the  march  far 
better  than  I  supposed  they  would. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  during  the  campaign:  Died 
of  disease,  4;  wounded,  1  (privates). 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DUKCAN, 

Captain^  Commanding  Begiment. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Kinsloe, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  49. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  Left 
Wing,  of  operations  September  29-T>ecemher  21. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  9,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of 
operations  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  during  the  recent 
campaign : 

By  virtue  of  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  120,  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi,  November  9, 1864,  the  army,  then  in  the  field 
near  Kingston  and  Atlanta,  was  divided  into  wings,  the  Fourteenth  and 
Twentieth  Corps  constituting  the  Left  Wing  of  tlm  army.  Prior  to 
this  organization  these  corps  had  formed  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  under  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  the  Fourteenth  under 
comniandof  Bvt.  Miij.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  and  the  Twentieth  Corps  under 
my  command.  After  the  capture  of  Atlanta  the  Twentieth  Cori)s  occu¬ 
pied  the  city  and  the  line  of  works  constructed  by  the  enemy,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  a  new  line  of  works  designed  to  enable 
a  small  garrison  to  hold  the  place.  Heavy  details  were  (*onstantly 
employed  in  this  work  from  October  5  to  November  1.  On  the  29th  of 
September  General  Morgan’s  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  moved 
by  railroad  to  Chattanooga  and  Huntsville,  to  ])rotect  our  communica¬ 
tions,  which  were  then  threatened  by  General  Forrest.  The  other  two 
divisions  moved  with  the  main  army  in  its  operations  against  the 
enemy  under  General  Hood. 

Oji  the  24th  of  October  General  IMorgan’s  division  rejoined  the  (*orps 
at  Gaylesville,  Ala.  On  the  2d  of  November  this  corps  was  concen¬ 
trated  at  Kingston,  Ga.,  where  preiiarations  were  made  for  the  cam¬ 
paign  just  closed.  On  the  13th  of  November  it  was  engaged  in  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  from  Etowah  Iliver  to  Big  Shanty,  and  on 
the  14th  moved  to  Atlanta.  1  luring  tliis  movement  the  Twentieth  Corps 
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was  left  for  the  defense  of  Atlanta.  The  hospitals  of  every  corps  of 
the  army,  containing  many  of  onr  sick  and  wounded,  were  located 
within  the  line  of  works  constructed  by  the  enemy  j  and  the  nature  of 
the  movement  of  our  forces  operating  against  General  Hood  had  also 
compelled  the  commanders  of  every  corps  to  leave  at  this  point  a  por¬ 
tion  of  their  artillery,  together  with  all  surplus  transportation  and 
stores.  In  addition  to  the  troops  and  stores  belonging  strictly  to  the 
Twentieth  Corps,  there  remained  at  the  post  12,700  wounded,  sick,  and 
convalescent  soldiers,  eighty  pieces  of  artilleiy,  and  over  5,000  horses 
and  mules,  together  with  much  other  valuable  property.  The  duty  ot 
protecting  this  property  and  securing  supplies  for  the  garrison  and 
forage  for  the  animals  devolved  upon  the  Twentieth  Cori)s.  At  the 
time  our  railroad  communication  was  destroyed  at  Kingston  and  Big 
Shanty,  the  amount  of  subsistence  stores  on  hand  was  deemed  amply 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  garrison  until  communication  could  be  re-estab¬ 
lished;  but  it  was  subsequently  found  necessary  to  send  a  portion  of 
these  supplies  to  the  main  army  at  Eome.  The  supply  of  forage  on 
hand  was  not  sufficient  for  the  animals  for  over  three  days.  I  was, 
therefore,  comx)elled  not  only  to  reduce  the  issue  of  meat  to  a  half  ration, 
but  to  resort  to  the  country  for  supplies  of  subsistence  as  well  as  for¬ 
age.  From  the  10th  of  October  to  the  4th  of  November  foraging  expe¬ 
ditions  were  sent  into  the  country,  all  of  which  were  completely  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  conducted  with  but  small  loss  of  life.  About  2,000,000 
pounds  of  corn  and  a  large  quantity  of  fodder  were  collected  on  these 
exi:)editions,  together  with  subsistence  for  the  foraging  parties.  Great 
credit  is  due  General  Geary,  Colonels  Robinson,  Dustin,  and  Carman, 
the  officers  commanding  the  several  expeditions;  also  to  Colonel  Gar¬ 
rard  and  the  brigade  of  cavalry  under  his  command. 

The  Twentieth  Corps  left  Atlanta  on  the  morning  of  November  15, 
marching  via  Stone  Mountain  and  Social  Circle  to  Madison,  arriving 
at  the  latter  place  on  the  evening  of  the  18th.  At  that  point  General 
Geary’s  division  moved  to  the  Oconee  and  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge 
over  that  river,  the  other  divisions  moving  direct  to  Milledgeville  via 
Eatonton,  Geary’s  division  rejoining  the  corps  at  Little  River.  The 
corps  reached  Milledgeville  on  the  22d  of  November.  Two  regiments 
were  sent  forward  to  take  possession  of  the  city  and  establish  the  nec¬ 
essary  guards. 

The  Fourteenth  Corps  left  Atlanta  on  the  morning  of  November  16 
and  moved,  via  Decatur,  Covington,  and  Shady  Dale,  to  Milledgeville, 
arriving  at  the  latter  plac^e  November  23. 

The  Georgia  Railroad  was  destroyed  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps  from 
Lithonia  to  Yellow  River,  and  from  Social  Circle  to  Madison  by  the 
Twentieth  Corps.  It  was  also  broken  at  several  points  between  Madi¬ 
son  and  the  Oconee  River,  and  the  bridge  at  that  river  burned  by 
Geary’s  division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps. 

On  the  24th  of  November  both  corps  moved  from  near  Milledgeville 
to  Sandersville,  the  Fourteenth  via  Black  Spring,  and  the  Twentieth 
via  Hebron.  Tlie  two  corps  reached  Sandersville  almost  simultaneously 
on  tlie  morning  of  Novendier  26,  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry  very 
rapidly  through  the  town.  On  the  27tli  both  corps  moved  toward 
Louisville,  two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth,  unencumbered  by  wagons, 
goiiig  via  Fenn’s  Bridge  for  the  purx)Ose  of  protecting  our  left  Sank 
and  to  uncover  the  crossing  of  Ogeechee  River  and  Rocky  Comfort 
( 'reek  at  a  i)oint  near  Louisville.  Two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps 
moved  along  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  from  Tennille  to  the  Ogeeche(‘. 
River,  destroying  the  road  and  bridges.  The  remaining  division  of 
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eacli  corps,  witli  all  the  trains,  moved  on  an  interior  road  direct  to 
Lonisville.  The  bridges  over  the  Ogeechee  and  Eocky  Comfort  Creek 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  but  a  pontoon  bridge  was  soon  con¬ 
structed  by  Colonel  Buell,  and  on  the  29th  both  corps  were  encamped 
near  Louisville. 

Two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  left  Louisville  December  1, 
crossing  Buck  Head  Creek  five  miles  above  the  church,  and  passing 
through  Habersham,  reached  Jacksonborough  on  the  5th.  Baird’s 
division  moved  from  Louisville  in  support  of  the  cavalry,  and  made  a 
demonstration  in  the  direction  of  Wayuesborough,  rejoining  the  cor])S 
at  Jacksonborough.  The  Twentieth  Corps  left  Louisville  December  1, 
crossing  Buck  Head  Creek  at  the  church,  and  passing  through  Birdville 
struck  the  railroad  leading  from  Milieu  to  Augusta,  five  miles  from 
Milieu,  and  encamped  on  the  5th  near  Hunter’s  Mills.  From  Jackson¬ 
borough  the  Fourteenth  Corps  moved  toward  Savannah  on  the  Augusta 
and  Savannahroad,  the  Twentieth  Corps  taking  the  road  through  Spring- 
field.  On  the  loth  of  December  my  command  reached  the  main  line  of  the 
enemy’s  works  in  front  of  Savannah,  and  took  position,  the  Twentieth 
Corps  on  the  left,  with  its  left  resting  on  the  Savannah  Eiver,  the 
Fourteenth  on  the  right  and  connecting  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
beyond  the  canal  near  Lawson’s  plantation.  Our  line  was  established 
as  close  as  possible  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  the  time  spent  in  x)repa- 
ration  for  an  assault  upon  his  works.  Batteries  were  established  on 
the  river  in  such  positions  as  prevented  any  boats  from  i^assing.  The 
steamer  Ida,  while  attempting  to  pass  up  from  Savannah,  on  the  10th  of 
December,  was  captured  and  burned.  On  the  12th  two  gun-boats^  and 
the  steamer  Eesolute  attemi)ted  to  pass  our  batteries  from  above,  but 
both  gun-boats  were  driven  back  by  Winegar’s  battery,  and  the  steamer 
was  so  disabled  that  she  fell  into  our  hands.  She  was  soon  repaired, 
and  has  since  been  transferred  to  the  quartermaster’s  department.  On 
the  18th  a  brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  was  thrown 
across  the  river,  and  established  near  Izard’s  plantation,  on  the  South 
Carolina  shore,  in  a  position  which  threatened  the  only  line  of  cominu- 
nication  still  held  by  the  enemy.  A  bridge  in  the  meantime  had  been 
constructed  by  the  enemy  from  the  city  to  the  South  Carolina  shore, 
and  on  the  evening  of  December  21)  he  commenced  the  evacuation  of 
the  dty.  The  movement  was  discovered  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  21st,  and  my 
command  was  at  once  moved  forward  and  occupied  the  city. 

For  a  more  detailed  account  of  each  day’s  operations,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  commanding  Four¬ 
teenth  Corps,  and  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  AVilliams,  commanding  Twentieth 
Corps,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders,  all 
of  which  are  herewith  inclosed.  So  far  as  active  opposition  on  the 
])art  of  the  enemy  was  concerned,  there  was  hardly  an  event  worthy  of 
mention  in  a  report  of  this  nature.  The  only  real  annoyance  we  expe¬ 
rienced  was  from  the  destruction  of  bridges,  and  the  obstruction  of  roads 
by  fallen  timber,  and  these  obstacles  were  very  readily  overcome. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  on  the  march  is  Avorthy  of  the 
highest  i)raise.  They  endured  the  fatigues  of  the  march  with  cheer¬ 
fulness,  and  Avere  eA^er  ready,  even  at  the  close  of  a  long  day’s  march, 
to  use  the  ax  and  spade  in  removing  obstructions  and  repairing  roads 
ruid  bridges. 

The  result  of  the  campaign  ])roves  conclusively  the  i)racticability  of 
►subsisting  large  bodies  of  troo])s  upon  the  emnny’s  country.  After 
leaving  the  section  of  country  near  Atlanta,  Avhich  had  already  been 
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foraged  upon  by  both  armies,  we  experienced  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
supplies  for  both  men  and  animals.  Even  the  most  unproductive  sec¬ 
tions  along  our  line  of  march  yielded  enough  for  our  support  so  long  as 
the  march  could  be  continued  from  day  to  day.  It  was  thirty-four  days 
from  the  date  my  command  left  Atlanta  to  the  day  supplies  were 
received  from  the  fleet.  The  total  number  of  rations  required  during 
this  period  was  1,360,000.  Of  this  amount  there  was  issued  by  the  sub¬ 
sistence  department  440,000  rations  of  bread,  142,473  rations  of  meat, 
876,800  of  coflee  and  tea,  778,466  of  sugar,  213,500  of  soap,  and 
1,123,000  of  salt.  As  the  troops  were  well  supplied  at  all  times,  if  we 
deduct  the  above  issues  from  the  amount  actually  due  the  soldier,  we 
have  the  approximate  quantities  taken  from  the  country,  viz,  rations 
of  bread,  919,000;  meat,  1,217,527 ;  coflee,  483,000;  sugar,  581,534;  soap, 
1,146,500;  salt,  137,000.  The  above  is-  the  actual  saving  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  issue  of  rations  during  the  campaign,  and  it  is  probable 
that  even  more  than  the  equivalent  of  the  above  supplies  was  obtained 
by  the  soldiers  from  the  country. 

Four  thousand  and  ninety  valuable  horses  and  mules  were  captured 
during  the  march  and  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster’s  department. 
Our  transportation  was  in  tar  better  condition  on  our  arrival  at  Savan¬ 
nah  than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  cami^aign.  The  average 
number  of  horses  and  mules  with  my  command,  including  those  of  the 
pontoon  train  and  a  part  of  the  Michigan  Engineers,  was  14,500.  We 
started  from  Atlanta  with  four  days’  grain  in  wagons.  Estimating  the 
amount  fed  the  animals  at  the  regulation  allowance,  and  deducting  the 
amount  on  hand  on  leaving  Atlanta,  I  estimate  the  amount  of  grain 
taken  from  the  country  at  5,000,000  pounds;  fodder,  6,000,000  pounds; 
beside  the  forage  consumed  by  the  immense  herds  of  cattle  that  were 
driven  with  the  diflerent  columns. 

It  is  very  difficidt  to  estimate  the  amount  of  damage  done  the  enemy 
by  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  during  the  cam¬ 
paign;  119  miles  of  railroad  were  thoroughly  and  effectually  destroyed, 
scarcely  a  tie  or  rail,  a  bridge  or  culvert,  on  the  entire  line  being  left 
in  a  condition  to  be  of  use  again.  At  Eutledge,  Madison,  Eatonton, 
IMilledgeville,  Tennille,  and  Davisborough,  macliine-shops,  turn-tables, 
depots,  water-tanks,  and  much  other  valuable  property  were  destroyed. 
The  quantity  of  cotton  destroyed  is  estimated  by  my  subordinate  com¬ 
manders  at  17,000  bales.  A  very  large  number  of  cotton  gins  and 
]>resses  were  also  destroyed.  Negro  men,  women,  and  cliildren  joined 
the  column  at  every  mile  of  our  march ;  many  of  them  bringing  horses  and 
mules,  whi(ffi  they  cheerfully  turned  over  to  the  officers  of  the  quarter¬ 
master’s  department.  I  think  at  least  14,000  of  these  people  joined  the 
two  columns  at  different  points  on  the  march,  but  many  of  them  were  too 
old  and  infirm,  and  others  too  young,  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  the  march, 
and  were  therefore  left  in  rear.  More  than  one-half  of  the  above  num¬ 
ber,  however,  reached  the  coast  with  us.  Many  of  the  able-bodied  men 
were  transferred  to  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster  and  sid)sistence 
departments,  and  others  were  employed  in  the  two  corps  as  teamsters, 
cooks,  and  servants.  Twenty-three  hundred  stand  of  small-arms,  ami 
a  large  quantity  of  powder,  were  captured  at  Mil  ledge ville.  Fifty-one 
])ieces  of  artillery  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  on  his  evacuation  of 
Savannah,  on  the  line  in  front  of  my  command.  Thirty-eight  pieces  in 
addition  to  the  above  were  also  found  in  works  first  entered  by  the 
Twentieth  Corps.  A  very  large  amount  of  ordnance  stores  was  also 
found  in  and  about  the  city. 
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Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Corps,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  commanding  Twentieth  Cori)s,  were  during  the 
entire  campaign  constantly  with  their  troops,  and  were  energetic  and 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Col.  George 
P.  Buell,  organized  as  pontoniers,  and  a  portion  of  the  First  Michigan 
Engineers,  under  Maj.  J.  B.  Yates,  accompanied  my  command,  and  were 
at  all  times  most  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  imposed 
upon  them. 

I  append  herewith  a  statement  of  casualties,  and  also  a  statement 
of  prisoners  captured.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- Ge/neral,  Commanding  Left  Wing^  Army  of  Georgia, 

Caiffi.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Report  of  casualties  in  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  during  the  recent  campaign. 
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Yo.  50. 

Report  of  Col.  George  P.  Buell.,  Fifty -eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Pontoniers. 

Hdqrs.  Pontoniers,  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  7,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  during  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  Sa¬ 
vannah,  Ga. ; 

November  13,  1864,  my  command  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  over 
the  Chattahoochee  Kiver  near  Atlanta,  Ga.  14th,  moved  my  command 
to  and  encamped  within  the  city  limits,  and  equipped  the  same  with 
twenty  days’  rations  and  forage.  15th,  in  accordance  with  orders, 
sent  one-half  of  my  train  (440  feet  of  bridge  complete)  and  four  com¬ 
panies  of  my  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  with 
the  Twentieth  Corps.  The  remainder  of  my  train,  with  six  companies, 
commanded  by  myself,  marched  from  Atlanta  the  morning  of  the  lOtli 
with  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  moving  on  the  Decatur  road.  17th,  after 
a  march  of  twenty  miles  threw  two  bridges  (120  feet  each)  over  Yellow 
Biver.  18th,  in  the  afternoon  took  up  one  of  my  bridges,  moved  it  for¬ 
ward  to  the  Ulcofauhachee,  where  it  was  rethrown;  the  remaining 
bridge  over  Yellow  Biver,  being  ordered  forward  under  charge  of  Major 

*For  map  accompanying  this  report,  see  Plate  LXX,  Map  3  of  the  Atlas. 


Chap.  LVI.j 


THE  SAVANNAH  CAMPAIGN. 


161 


Downey,  reached  my  camp  late  in  the  night.  10th,  dismantled  the 
bridge  over  the  U Icofauhachee  and  marched  eighteen  miles  dining  the 
day.  20th,  21st,  and  22d  were  passed  in  marching.  23d,  reached  and 
encamped  in  the  city  of  Milledgeville.  21th,  marched  at  0  a.  m.,  mov¬ 
ing  on  the  road  to  8andersville.  25th,  moved  forward  a  few  miles  to 
Buffalo  Creek;  over  this  stream  we  threw  a  pontoon  bridge  and  also 
built  one  small  trestle  bridge  during  the  night.  20th,  took  up  the  pon¬ 
toon  bridge  and  marched  the  same  day  to  Sandersville,  a  distance  of 
ten  miles.  27th,  sent  Major  Downey,  with  two  companies  and  120  feet 
of  bridge,  to  report  to  General  Baird,  whose  division  marched  on  the 
extreme  left  flank.  The  remainder  of  my  command  moved  on  the  river 
road  from  Louisville  with  Generals  Carlin’s  and  Morgan’s  divisions  of 
the  Fourteenth  Corps.  28th,  continued  our  march  to  Louisville; 
reached  there  the  same  evening;  found  Colonel  Aloore’s  bridge  thrown 
over  the  large  Ogeechee,  and  Major  Downey’s  thrown  over  the  small 
Ogeechee  Liver,  near  Louisville;  finished  corduroying  the  swami)s  on 
either  side  of  the  Ogeechee  Liver.  We  remained  in  camp  near  Louis¬ 
ville  until  the  afternoon  of  December  1. 

December  1,  marched  at  1  p.  m.,  going  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  on  the 
road  to  Milieu.  2d,  continued  our  march  the  whole  day.  3d,  in  the 
morning  threw  two  bridges — one  over  Buck  Head  Creek  and  also  one 
over  Losemary  Creek;  took  the  same  bridge  up  in  the  evening  and 
marched  six  miles  on  the  road  to  Jacksonborough.  4  th,  mar  died" all 
day  and  camped  near  Lumpkin’s  Station,  on  the  Waynesborough  rail¬ 
road.  5th,  marched  twelve  miles  and  camiied  on  Beaver  Dam  Creek, 
and  by  10  o’clock  at  night  we  Duilt  one  trestle  bridge  over  Beaver 
Dam  Creek  for  Generals  Baird  and  lyilpatrick.  6th,  marched  seventeen 
miles.  7th,  marched  twenty-five  miles,  reaching  Ebenezer  Creek; 
commenced  building  a  trestle  bridge  over  Ebenezer  Creek,  working 
my  men  all  night.  8th,  finished  the  trestle  bridge  in  the  morning  and 
also  threw  a  pontoon  bridge  over  Lockner’s  Creek,  four  miles  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Oth,  took  up  both  bridges  and  moved  forward  during  the  night 
toward  Savannah.  10th,  continued  our  march.  11th,  marched  six  miles 
and  camped  near  the  Savannah  Liver,  within  six  miles  of  Savannah 
City;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  reported  and  rejoined  my  command 
with  his  detachment.  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  and  17th,  remained 
in  camp  idle.  18th,  made  700  fascines  during  the  day,  night,  and  part 
of  the  10th.  20th,  received  orders  to  throw  a  pontoon  bridge  from 
Argyle  Island  to  the  main  Soutli  Carolina  shore;  worked  all  night, 
boating  my  material  to  the  point,  and  had  the  bridge  half  completed 
when  orders  were  received  to  take  it  up  and  march  into  Savannah,  on 
tlie  morning  of  December  21,  1864. 

5Iy  command,  consisting  of  about  900  men  and  600  mules,  started 
from  Atlanta  with  four  days’  forage  and  twenty  [days’]  rations.  My 
men  and  mules  lived  well  throughout  the  whole  campaign  and  had 
been  in  Savannah  several  days  before  we  drew  rations  fi'om  the  U.  S. 
Government.  My  entire  command  was  in  better  condition  when  it 
arrived  in  Savannah  than  when  it  left  Atlanta. 

^  Before  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moore  and  Major  Downey,  each  of  whom  ably  commanded 
detachments  of  regiment,  displaying  a  degree  of  energy  and  imesever- 
Jince  entitling  them  to  special  notice.  Cajffs.  flames  M.  Smith  and  C. 
C.  Whiting  rendered  very  imiiortant  services  in  their  iiositions  ascom- 
mamlers  of  iiontoon  sections.  Capt.  Woodford  Tousey,  commissary; 
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Lieut.  Zacliariali  Jones,  aide-de-eani])*  Lieut.  Horace  A.  Hall,  aide-de- 
camp,  and  Lieut.  Henry  Torrence,  acting  assistant  quarterniaster, 
deserve  credit  for  tlieir  energy  and  promptness. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  great  credit  is  due  to  officers  and 
men  of  the  regiment  for  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted  them¬ 
selves  throughout  the  entire  campaign.  Although  many  times,  after  a 
hard  day’s  march,  they  have  had  bridges  to  build  or  roads  to  repair, 
they  Avere  always  on  hand.  Praise  is  likewise  due  my  officers  and  men 
for  the  good  discipline  retained  throughout  the  entire  march.  For  the 
particulars  of  the  operations  of  Colonel  Moore’s  detachment  I  refer  you 
to  his  report,  herein  inclosed.* 

Kecapitulation :  Corduroyed,  2,000  yards  5  pontoon  bridge  by  day,  690 
feet;  trestle  bridge  by  day,  260  feet;  trestle  bridge  by  night,  1,030  feet; 
fascines  made,  700;  mules,  600;  men,  900. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  BUELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  IIodg^ers, 

Assifitant  Adjutant-General,  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Lient.  Col.  Jo,sepli  Moore,  Fifty -eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  com- 
}nanding  Heetion  of  Pontoon  Train. 

HdqKS.  PlFTY-EiaHTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEERS  (PONTONIERS), 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  the  amount 
of  bridging  done  by  that  portion  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Yolun- 
teers  under  my  command  during  the  late  campaign  from  Atlanta,  Ga., 
to  this  point ; 

My  command  consisted  of  four  comiianies  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana 
Volunteers,  effective  force  220  men  exclusive  of  teamsters,  and  a  train 
of  forty-one  wagons,  including  baggage  and  sui)ply  train,  and  hauled 
about  410  feet  of  pontoon  bridge.  Slovember  15,  at  7  a.  m.,  in  accord¬ 
ance  Avith  orders  received,  I  moA  ed  my  train  out  on  tlie  Decatur  road, 
reporting  to  Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding  TAventieth  Army 
Corps.  I  remained  with  this  corps  during  the  campaign.  I  had  no 
bridging  to  do  until  Ave  reached  Little  EiA^er,  twelve  miles  north  of 
Milledgeville.  FTovember  20,  Ave  put  a  pontoon  bridge  across  Little 
Biver  of  ten  boats,  making  220  feet  of  bridge  during  tlie  night  of  the 
20th  of  NoA^ember.  November  24,  we  put  a  i)ontoon  bridge  across  the 
channel  of  Buffalo  Creek.  This  bridge  took  three  boats,  and  Avas 
, eighty  feet  in  length.  I  also  repaired  ffve  bridges  at  this  point  by 
repairing  the  trestles  that  had  been  burned  off,  and  using  balk  and 
chess  for  covering.  These  bridges  Avere  360  feet  in  length.  I  also 
repaired  two  bridges  at  tlie  same  ffat  or  SAvamp,  120  feet  in  length, 
using  timber  jirocured  from  the  Avoods,  making  the  AAdiole  length  of 
bridging  at  this  jioint  560  feet.  NoAuunber  28,  Ave  reached  Ogeecheii  * ; 
Biver  about  1  p.  m.  and  found  the  bridge  across  the  river  burned,  and  | 
seven  otliers  across  the  swamj),  A\diich  Avas  near  thi*ee-quarters  of  a  mile  j 
in  Avidth.  I  put  a  pontoon  bridge  across  tlui  riAU‘r,  using  live  boats  ^ 
and  making  110  feet  of  bridge.  1  also  set  my  men  at  Avork  and  cut  a  j 

*  See  next,  ? 
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new  road  across  the  swamp,  which  we  had  to  corduroy  from  the  river 
through  the  entire  swamp.  November  29,  during  the  night  we  built 
two  small  trestle  bridges,  sixty-five  feet  in  length,  across  Big  Greek, 
three  miles  south  of  Louisville.  From  this  on  we  had  no  more  'pon¬ 
toon  bridges  to  lay,  but  we  traveled  through  a  country  that  was.very 
level  and  swampy,  and  I  had  100  of  my  men  daily  detailed,  under 
charge  of  Capt.  William  E.  Chappell,  ^of  this  regiment,  to  march  in 
advance  as  pioneers  to  corduroy  swamps  and  repair  bridges,  and  clear 
out  the  timber  which  had  been  felled  in  the  roads  at  every  swamp  by 
the  enemy.  There  were  a  good  many  small  bridges  built,  not,  however, 
worth  reporting. 

On  the  10th  of  December  we  reached  a  point  five  miles  from  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  on  the  13th  I  received  orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Buell,  then 
commanding  the  other  section  of  the  train. 

Eecapitulation :  Whole  number  of  pontoon-boats  put  down,  18,  mak¬ 
ing  410  feet  bridges;  balk  and  chess  used  to  build  bridges  on  trestles, 
300  feet;  trestle  bridges  built,  185  feet;  total,  955  feet. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  MOORE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers^ 
Conidg.  Section  Pontoon  Train,  Left  ^Ying,  Army  of  Georgia. 

Col.  George  P.  Buell, 

Commanding  Pontoon  Train. 


No.  52. 

Report  of  Bvt.  May.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Colonel : * 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  [November]  the  corjjs  reached  Atlanta  and 
bivouacked  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  The  remainder  of  the  day  and 
night  was  spent  in  issuing  clothing  to  the  men,  filling  up  empty  wagons 
with  provisions,  equalizing  and  assigning  trains  to  the  difierent  com¬ 
mands  with  a  view  to  rapid  marching.  On  the  morning  of  the  Ifith  the 
head  of  the  column  marched  on  the  road  leading  to  Covington,  through 
Decatur,  and  made  an  average  march  of  fifteen  miles.  On  the  17 th,  mov- 
ing  in  the  same  order  of  march  and  destroying  the  railroad  from  Litli- 
onia  to  Yellow  River,  the  corps  went  into  camp  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river  and  vicinity  late  in  the  evening.  During  the  night  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  pontoon  train,  laid  two  excellent  bridges  across  the 
river,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  advance  was  resumed. 
Passing  through  Covington  the  whole  command  went  into  camj)  during 
the  afternoon  on  the  XJlcofauhachee  River.  Tlie  bridges  were  repaired 
across  the  stream,  and  the  march  resumed  at  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  in  the  direction  of  Eatonton,  by  the  way  of  Sliady  Dale, 
in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  the  Avhole  command  encamped  for  the 
night. 

On  the  2()th  the  corps  marched  for  and  went  into  camp  near  Eaton¬ 
ton  tactories.  The  advance  of  the  Twentieth  (k)ri)s  from  Madisonville, 

*  F«)r  ])ortioii  of  report  (here  omitted)  relutiii^-  to  o])erations  in  Nortli  (Georgia  and 
North  Alal)ama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  L  p.  dll. 
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ou  the  mtiin  Milledgeville  road,  required  a  detiecdiou  to  tlie  right  in  the 
iiioveiiient  of  luy  eoliium  in  order  that  tlie  two  corps  slionld  move  on 
separate  roads,  and,  in  comjdiaiice  with  orders  from  the  general-iu-chief, 
Avhose  lieadqnarters  moved  with  my  column  on  this  part  of  onr  cam¬ 
paign,  I  ordered  the  head  of  the  column  in  the  direction  of  Milledge- 
ville,  by  the  way  of  Farrar’s  Mill  on  Murder  Creek.  Owing  to  the  heavy 
rain  which  had -fallen  during  the  night  and  was  still  pouring  down 
upon  ns,  the  t>rogressof  onr  trains  Avas  exceedingly  slow,  and  the  night 
of  the  21st  was  spent  in  mud  and  Avater,  crossing  jMnrder  Creek.  On 
the  22d  the  Aveather  i)artially  cleared  off,  and  tlie  corps  marched  and 
AA  ent  into  cam])  in  the  Aucinity  of  Cedar  Creek.  On  the  23d  the  AA^eather 
cleared  off,  and  the  roads  having  dried  up  so  as  to  be  quite  passable  for 
trains,  the  whole  command  marched  andAvent  into  cam])  in  the-vicinity 
of  Milledgeville  by  the  afternoon.  The  Twentieth  Corps  had  already 
reached  the  city  the  evening  previous,  from  the  direction  of  Madison- 
ville.  On  the  24th  Carlin’s  and  Morgan’s  diAusions,  with  their  trains, 
crossed  the  riAxr  and  Avent  into  camp  a  few  miles  beyond  the  bridge, 
])rei)aratory  to  the  advance  upon  SandersA  ille.  This  place  was  reached 
on  the  20th  after  tAvo  days’  good  marching,  the  head  of  the  column 
reaching  the  town  about  the  same  time  as  did  the  Twentieth  Corps. 
A  part  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  was  handsomely  driven  from  the  town 
by  tlie  adATince  skirmishers  of  the  two  cor]>s. 

November  27,  the  corps  trains,  under  escort  of  Carlin’s  division,  moved 
by  the  way  of  Davisborongh  upon  Louisville,  while  Baird’s  and  Mor¬ 
gan’s  divisions,  unembarrassed  AAdth  trains,  moved  on  the  Fenn’s  Bridge 
road,  thus  protecting  onr  left  Hank  from  any  demonstrations  the  enemy’s 
(Rivalry  might  make  from  that  direction  upon  our  trains.  Those  tAvo 
diAusions,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Baird,  marching  on  a 
road  betAveen  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  and  Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  reached 
Louisville  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  and  immediately  laid  a  pon¬ 
toon  bridge  across  the  creek  and  commenced  the  passage  of  troops. 
OAAdng  to  the  movements  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  and  trains  occupying 
the  main  road  from  Davisborongh  to  Louisville,  Carlin’s  division  and  my 
corps  trains  moving  on  that  road  Avere  only  able  to  reach  the  Ogeechee 
about  3  p.  m.  Colonel  Buell’s  pontoniers  immediately  commenced  lay¬ 
ing  their  bridges  and  repairing  the  roads  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  general  commanding  the  AAung, 
and  before  night  the  troops  and  trains  Avere  passing  both  streams  into 
their  camps  around  LonisAulle.  The  road,  running  as  it  does  here 
through  an  immense  (cypress  SAA-amp,  reciuired  considerable  labor  to  ])nt 
and  keep  it  in  condition  for  the  passage  of  trains,  and  it  Avas  not  until 
noon  the  next  day  that  the  entire  column  succeeded  in  getting  into  its 
camps. 

l^larly  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  I  received,  from  a  staff  olticer,  a 
report  from  General  Kilpatrick,  commanding  the  cavalry,  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  (uitting  the  road  at  Waynesborongh  and  burned  the  rail 
road  bridge  across  Brier  Creek,  and  that  on  his  return  he  had  been  for 
several  days  hard  pressed  by  Wheeler.  He  also  reported  his  command 
about  ten  miles  from  Louisville,  on  th(‘.road  leading  direct  to  Buck  Head 
bridge.  At  Ids  request  I  immediately  sent  a  brigade  of  infantry  from 
Baird’s  division,  commanded  by  Col.  Morton  C.  Hunter,  to  his  snp])ort. 
He,  hoAA^ever,  ex])erienced  less  ditlicnlty  than  AA^as  a])i)rehended,  and, 
joining  my  command  during  the  day,  Avent  into  (‘amj)  on  the  east  side 
of  Big  Creek,  su])ported  by  Colom*!  Hunter’s  brigade,  until  the  general 
advance  was  resumed  December  1.  Xoveniber  30,  my  troops  occu])ied 
the  same  position,  skirmishing  AAuth  the  enemy’s  'cavalry,  avIio  made 
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sevoral  pertinacious  attempts  to  di  ive  in  our  pickets,  except  General 
(Tirlin’s  division,  which,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  wing  head- 
(juarters,  marched  to  Sebastopol,  with  a  view  to  uncovering  the  cross¬ 
ing  of  the  Ogeechee  by  other  troops  advancing  in  that  direction. 

December  1,  in  the  general  advance  of  the  army  upon  Milieu  my 
general  instructions  required  my  column  to  cross  Buck  Head  Creek  at 
some  point  between  Waynesborough  and  Birdville,  for  which  place 
the  Twentieth  Corps  was  moving.  Buck  Head  bridge,  near  the  church 
of  that  name,  was  designated  as  my  objective  point,  and  Baird,  with 
Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  av as  ordered  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Waynes¬ 
borough,  and,  after  crossing  Buck  Head  Creek,  to  move  down  the  east, 
bank  and  take  position  near  Reynolds,  not  far  from  the  church.  This 
Kilpatrick  and  Baird  accomplished  by  the  afternoon  of  the  2d.  Mor¬ 
gan’s  division,  in  charge  of  the  whole  corps  train,  moA^ed  on  the  direct 
road  to  Buck  Head  bridge  and  encamped  ten  miles  from  LouisAulle.  On 
the  2d  Carlin’s  division  joined  the  column  from  his  flank  movement  in 
the  direction  of  Sebastopol,  and  the  corps  went  into  camp  at  the  cross¬ 
ing  of  the  Birdville  and  Waynesborough  roads,  about  two  miles  from 
the  bridge.  The  change  in  the  direction  of  march  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  again  caused  a  deflection  in  my  line  of  march,  and  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  3d  .1  caused  pontoon  bridges  to  be  laid  across  the  creek  at 
a  point  about  five  miles  higher  up  the  stream,  and  commenced  crossing 
my  troops  and  trains  at  10.30  o’clock.  Jacksonborough  had  by  this  time 
been  designated  by  the  general  commanding  as  the  next  objectwe 
point  for  the  concentration  of  my  corps,  and  1  ordered  Baird  and  Kil¬ 
patrick  to  move  from  Reynolds  in  the  direction  of  Waynesborough, 
Avith  a  view  to  leading  the  enemy  to  believe  that  our  next  advance 
Avould  be  upon  Augusta.  Carlin  and  Morgan,  after  a  hard  day’s  Avork 
upon  the  roads,  Avent  into  camp  at  Lumpkin’s  Station ;  Baird  and  Kil¬ 
patrick  took  position  near  Thomas’  Station,  Avhere  the  enemy  was  found 
in  considerable  force. 

December  4,  Carlin’s  and  Morgan’s  divisions,  with  the  coiq^s  trains, 
after  destroying  three  miles  of  railroad,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Jack- 
wsonborough,  through  Habersham,  and  encamped  on  the  farm  of  Mrs. 
Smith,  thirteen  miles  from  Lumi)kin’s  Station.  Baird  and  Kilpatrick, 
after  some  fi  ghtin  g  with  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  droA^e  the  enemy  from  Waynes¬ 
borough  and  across  Brier  Creek.  Baird,  in  the  meantime,  destroyed 
three  miles  of  railroad  near  Thomas’  Station,  'fhe  dth,  after  a  hard  day’s 
march  o\"er  country  roads  which  recpiired  mucli  repairing,  the  Avhole 
corps,  Avith  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Jackson¬ 
borough,  the  adAunce  at  Buck  Creek  Bost-Oflice.  I  )uring  the  night  the 
bridge  across  Beaver  Dam  Creek  at  Jacksonborough,  Avliicli  had  been 
destroyed,  was  rebuilt  bydJolonel  Buell,  and  early  on  th(‘  moiiiingof 
the  fith  the  whole  column  marched  on  the  river  road,  and  Avent  into 
cam])  at  and  in  advance  of  Hudson’s  Ferry,  making  an  average  march 
of  about  tAventy  miles.  Decembei’  7,  the  (column  moved  in  the  same 
order  of  march ;  Baird  and  Kilpatrick,  unencumbered  by  the  trains, 
coA'ered  the  rear.  Morgan’s  division  and  tlie  lAontoon  train  reached 
Bbenezer  Creek  late  in  tlie  evening,  and  Avent  immediately  to  a\ ork  cut¬ 
ting  away  the  fallen  timber  which  obstructed  the  roadAvay  through  the 
immense  swamp  Avhich  skirts  the  creek  on  both  sides  at  this  ])oint. 
Tlie  i)ontoniers,  umhm  Colonel  Buell,  settoAvork  at  once,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  an  exceedingly  hard  day’s  march,  to  reconstruct  the  bridge,  and 
by  noon  the  next  day  the  column  commenced  crossing  this  formidable 
delile.  NotAvithstanding  the  immense  amount  of  labor  expended 
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upon  tlie  road  and  bridge  to  make  them  passable,  much  was  still  required 
to  keep  them  in  condition,  and  it  was  not  until  daylight  the  9th  that 
the  rear  of  the  column  had  completed  the  crossing. 

During  the  8th  the  enemy’s  cavalry  made  several  attempts  to  drive 
in  our  rear  pickets,  but  did  not  succeed.  The  loss  on  our  side  during 
these  attacks  was  but  slight,  although  at  times  the  skirmishing  was 
quite  animated.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  marched  from  camp  at 
Ebenezer  Church  to  Cuyler’s  plantation,  where  General  Morgan,  who 
was  in  the  advance,  found  the  enemy  occupying  a  strongly  erected  field- 
Avork,  disposed  to  dispute  his  advance.  General  Morgan  immediately 
placed  a  couple  of  field  pieces  in  position  and  opened  fire  upon  the  Avork. 
His  infantry  was  soon  deployed  for  an  attack,  but  the  near  approach  of 
night  and  the  impossibility  of  assaulting  the  position  through  the 
impassable  swamp  in  our  front  caused  me  to  defer  the  attack  until 
morning,  when  it  was  discovered  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position. 
December  10,  adA^anced  Morgan’s  and  Carlin’s  divisions  with  trains  to 
the  Ten-mile  house  and  went  into  camp,  giving  the  road  to  the  Twentieth 
Corps  advancing  from  Monteith  and  intersecting  the  Augusta  road. 
Baird’s  division  was  ordered  to  coA^er  the  rear  and  tear  up  the  railroad 
track  in  the  vicinity  of  the  crossing  at  the  SaA^annah,  and,  if  possible, 
to  destroy  the  bridge  at  that  point.  December  11,  moved  down  the 
Augusta  road  to  the  position  of  the  TAventieth  Corps  in  front  of  the 
ene  ny’s  works,  and  received  orders  to  relieve  the  Seventeenth  Corps  in 
its  i)osition  on  the  Louisville  road  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ogeechee 
Canal.  This  was  done,  and  by  the  12th  the  Avhole  corps  had  taken 
position  in  front  of  the  enemy,  my  left  connecting  with  the  Twentieth 
Corps  near  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Bailroad,  and  my  right  con¬ 
necting  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps  beyond  the  canal,  near  Lawton’s 
plardation. 

During  the  intervening  days  between  the  12th  and  21st,  at  which 
time  the  enemy  evacuated  his  position,  my  troops  were  assiduously 
engaged  in  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  reconnoitering  his  position, 
and  making  general  preparations  for  the  attack.  Five  points  in  my 
front  had,  several  days  before  the  evacuation,  been  Avell  recoil noitered 
and  pronounced  accessible  to  an  attacking  party.  This  information 
was  duly  forAA^arded  to  the  general  commanding.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  position  of  my  troops  and  the  enemy’s  Avorks  and 
approaches  to  them  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  the  general  commanding 
to  the  accompanying  map,*  draAAUi  by  my  chief  engineer;  it  is,  I  think, 
perfectly  accurate.  December  21,  it  Avas  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  evacuated  his  position  in  our  front,  and  tlie  report  of  my  chief  of 
artillery  shows  twenty-eight  pieces  of  artillery  of  different  (*ulibers  cap¬ 
tured.  My  provost-marshal’s  report  shoAvs  039  able-bodied  negroes 
turned  over  to  the  quartermaster’s  department  at  King’s  Bridge,  in 
compliance  Avith  special  orders  from  headipiarters  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi.  This  number  does  not  imdude  a  large  number  retained 
in  the  different  commands  as  officers’  servants,  pioneers,  Ac. 

I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  statistics,  AYhich  haAmbeen 
collected  from  the  reports  of  the  different  de])artments,  and  are  as  near 
correct  as  can  be  compiled  from  such  data:  Forty-eight  miles  of  rail¬ 
road  track  and  four  large  and  important  bridges  upon  the  Chattanooga 
and  Atlanta,  Atlanta  and  Augusta,  SaA^annah  and  Augusta,  and 
Georgia  Centinl  railroads  AA^ere  thoroughly  destroyed.  A  large  amount 
of  cotton,  estimated  l)y  division  commanders  at  about  12,000  bales, 
was  also  destroyed.  Seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  draft  and  saddle 

*Not  lomul;  but  see  Plato  LXX,  Alap  3  of  the  Atlas. 
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aiiimalvs,  and,  according  to  the  report  of  the  corps  commissary,  about 
1,500  cattle  and  several  hundred  sheep  were  captured.  About 
1,340  negroes,  mostly  able-bodied  males,,  followed  the  column;  115 
Confederate  prisoners  and  34  deserters  from  the  enemy  were  taken. 
The  corps  quartermaster  estimates  that  about  1,000,730  pounds  of 
fodder  and  about  1,474,834  pounds  of  grain  were  obtained  from  the 
country.  What  amounts  of  provisions  for  the  men  were  obtained  by 
the  foraging  parties  constantly  out  from  the  different  brigades  of  the 
command  it  is  impossible  to  state  with  accuracy.  Probably  the  nearest 
approximation  which  can  be  given  will  be  to  state  that  the  corps  left 
Atlanta  on  the  16th  day  of  November  with  but  seven  and  one-halfdays’ 
supplies  of  the  substantial  ration.  It  arrived  before  Savannah  Decem¬ 
ber  11  with  about  live  days’  in  the  wagons,  only  three  and  one-half 
days’  having  been  issued  and  lost  during  the  march.  Of  the  smaller 
articles,  such  as  coffee,  sugar,  and  salt,  a  much  larger  quantity  was 
issued.  For  the  rest  the  corps  subsisted  entirely  upon  the  country 
through  which  it  passed.  Sweet  potatoes,  which  were  found  by  the 
hundreds  of  bushels,  were  the  principal  and  most  unfailing  article  of 
diet  for  officers  and  men;  but  Hour,  meal,  sorghum,  poultry,  Ac.,  were 
found  in  great  abundance. 

The  list  of  casualties  during;  the  time  above  reported  is  as  follows :  13 
killed,  30  wounded,  and  94  missing.  (See  tabular  list  appended.) 

Considering  the  active  operations  of  the  corps  since  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign  against  Atlanta  from  Chattanooga  the  1st  of  May 
last,  I  am  xjroud  to  report  its  excellent  condition  and  efficiency.  To 
the  division  commanders  I  desire  to  express  the  many  obligations  I 
am  under  for  their  co-operation  throughout  the  campaigns  above 
described,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  War  Department  will  soon 
make  suitable  acknowledgments  of  their  faithful  services.  Their 
reports  are  herewith  submitted,  and  attention  asked  to  them  for  many 
details  omitted  necessarily  in  this. 

Since  the  entrance  of  our  troops  into  Savannah  the  corps  has  occu¬ 
pied  its  present  camp  southwest  of  the  city,  making  ijreparations  for  a 
resum  lotion  of  active  operations  whenever  called  upon. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Gommandim). 

Lieut.  Col.  II.  C.  IloDGEKS, 

Chief  of  ISta.ffj  Left  Whig. 


List  of  casualties  in  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (luring  the  campaign  against  Saran- 

nah,  Ga. 


Divisions. 

Connnissioned  officers. 

Enlisted  men.  i 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

;  Woninled. 

First . . . 

1 

2 

:5 

7  -M 

10  ’SI 

(i  . 

ScM'ond . 

1 

Tliiid  (• . 

Total . 

1 

'  1 

•J!)  94 

1  1 

a  Minsiiifi'  not  givoii. 


JEIf.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Total,  KiT. 
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Report  of  BrUf.  Gen.  WiIJiant  I\  (Jarlin,  17.  B.  Army,  eommandiny  First 

Dirision. 

IIdqrs.  Ffrst  1)1  AG  SION,  Fourteenth  Araiy  Corps, 

Bava  nnah^  Ga.,  7/ an  nary  fi,  1805. 

Colonel:* 

On  tlie  loth  [November]  I  reached  Atlanta,  leaving  the  Thirteenth 
Alichigan  at  Chattahoochee  bridge,  with  orders  to  destroy  it  after  the 
passage  of  all  our  troops  and  trains.  This  order  Avas  carried  out  by 
Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  the  regiment.  On  the  16th  I 
marched  from  Atlanta,  Aua  Decatur,  to  Lithonia,  twenty  miles.  On  tbe 
21st  I  marched  to  Yellow  KiA^er,  destroying  fiiA^e  miles  of  the  Georgia 
Kailroad.  The  march  Avas  continued  through  CoAungton  to  Harris’ 
plantation,  where  Ave  turned  southward  toward  Shady  Dale  and  on  to 
Milledgeville,  where  we  arrwed  on  the  23d.  On  the  24th  Ave  crossed  the 
Oconee,  and  inarched  on  SandersAulle,  arriving  there  on  the  27th.  On 
the  28th  we  arriA^ed  at  DaAusborough.  Continuing  the  march  due  east 
through  LouisAulle,  we  struck  the  Augusta  and  Milieu  E abroad  at 
^  Lumpkin’s  Station,  and  destroyed  three  miles  of  railroad,  all  the  build¬ 
ings,  platforms,  Avood,  &c.  Marching  on  eastward  we  struck  the 
Savannah  and  Augusta  road  near  the  Savannah  Elver,  and  turned 
southward. 

On  the  11th  of  December  I  arrived  before  Savannah  and  took  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  right  of  the  Louisville  road,  relieAdng  Mower’s,  Leggett’s, 
and  G.  A.  Smith’s  divisions,  of  the  SeA^enteenth  Corps.  This  position 
was  maintained  with  more  or  less  skirmishing  till  the  21st  instant 
[ultimo],  when  my  adAmnce  entered  the  city  of  Savannah.  SeAmral  days 
before  the  eAUcuation  by  Hardee  I  recommended  an  attack  in  front  of 
my  dhision. 

My  total  loss  during  the  campaign  in  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and 
deaths  by  disease  is  as  folloAA  s :  Commissioned  officer,'  wounded,  1 ;  en¬ 
listed  men,  killed,  2;  wounded,  7j  missing,  37. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  accurately  how  much  cotton  Avas  destroyed 
by  my  men,  but  it  Avould  probably  amount  to  10,000  bales.  None  aatis 
left  in  the  country  on  our  line  of  march.  It  is  estimated  that  this 
division  drew  from  the  country  on  the  march  at  least  120,000  rations, 
AAmrth  to  the  United  States  at  least  $36,000;  116  horses  and  204  mules, 
total  320  head,  AA^ere  seized  by  this  dhision  and  used  for  public  juir- 
])Oses.  The  estimate  of  rations  by  the  commissary  of  the  division,  I 
am  sure,  is  under  the  mark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient 
serAuiiit, 

\V.  P.  CAELIN, 

Br iya (tier- Genera /,  Coin  m  an  di ny. 


Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  MoClurg,  , 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Hdyrs.  Fourteenth  Army  (Jorps. 


*  For  ])orti<)n  of  re])ort  (liere  omitted)  relating  to  operations  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  A’ol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  61G. 
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1^0.  54. 


lieport  of  Co].  Harrison  C.  Hohart,  Tic enfif- first  Wiseonsi7i  Infantry^ 
coDmmidiiig  First  Brifiado. 

Hdqks.  Fipst  Brig.,  P'irst  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Fear  tSavam^ah,  Ga.,  Dece^nber  31,  1364. 

Captain  :* 

On  the  15tli  day  of  November,  dnring  the  afternoon  and  night, 
I  clothed  my  troops  and  made  all  possible  preparations  for  the  cam¬ 
paign  which  terminated  in  the  fall  of  Savannah.  On  the  morning 
of  the  16th  my  brigade  marched  in  advance  of  the  division.  Dnring 
the  day  we  passed  through  Decatur,  and,  taking  the  upper  Covington 
road,  we  encamped  for  the  night  at  Lithonia.  On  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  we  resumed  our  march,  and  at  12  m.  of  the  18th  I  camped  my  com¬ 
mand  tour  miles  east  of  Covington  and  forty- four  miles  east  of  Atlanta. 
After  passing  Decatur  Ave  found  forage  in  great  abundance,  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  which  Avas  gathered  by  my  foraging  parties  to  supply  my 
Avhole  command.  Near  YelloAv^  Iliver  the  brigade  destroyed  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  railroad.  November  19,  AA^e  again  resumed  our  march,  and 
on  the  23d  day  of  November  I  cami)ed  my  troops  about  one  mile  from 
]Milledgeville.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  my  brigade  marched  through 
Milledgeville,  and,  crossing  the  Oconee  River,  aa^c  took  the  Sandersville 
road  and  reached  Sandersville  on  the  27th.  Here  I  receded  orders 
from  General  Davis  to  hold  the  toAvn  until  all  the  trains  of  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps  and  General  Kilpatrick’s  trains  had  passed,  and 
then  follow  as  an  escort.  About  7  p.  m.,  the  trains  having  passed,  1 
ordered  my  pickets  to  rejoin  their  commands,  and  withdrew  from  the 
town.  From  Sandersville  my  brigade  formed  the  rear  guard  until  we 
reached  Louisville,  November  29.  At  Sandersville  the  Eighty-eighth 
Indiana  lost  one  man,  captured  by  a  squad  of  rebel  cavalry.  On  the 
oOth  my  brigade,  in  advance  of  the  division,  marched  from  Louisville  on 
the  road  leading  to  Station  No.  19,  and  camped  three  miles  east  of 
Sebastopol.  From  this  point  the  command  marched  to  Lumiikiifs,  a 
station  on  the  Augusta  railroad,  where  Ave  bivouacked  during  the  night. 
The  next  morning,  December  4,  my  brigade  destroyed  one  mile  and  a 
(luarter  of  railroad,  after  AAhich  Ave  marched  in  the  direction  of  the 
Savannah  RiA^er,  and  striking  the  river  road,  Ave  marched  down  toward 
Savannah.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred.  We  reached  our  first 
])Osition  before  the  city  December  11.  Here  1  relieved  a  division  of  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  threw  up  works  along  my  a\  hole  front. 
About  4  ]).  m.  December  12,  by  order  of  General  Carlin,  I  moved  my  bri¬ 
gade  to  the  right,  (Tossed  the  Ogeecihee  (hinal,  and  relieved  General 
Smith’s  division.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  While  holding  this  position 
(Avith  a  front  of  more  than  tAvo  miles)  1  forwarded  1  ])risoner  of  Avar  cap- 
tur(*d  by  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  in  a  light  skirmish  at  the 
Lawton  farm,  and  27  (h^serters,  avIio  came  through  my  lines  on  the  night 
of  the  15th  of  December.  During  the  night  of  the  2()Th  of  December  the 
rebels  evacuated  the  city,  and  early  the  next  morning  my  skirmishers 
crossed  the  swamps  and  rice  fields  in  my  front,  and  took  ])ossession  of 
their  Avorks,  ca])tiiring  3  prisoners.  There  AA^ere  10  ])i(^ces  of  ordnanc<‘. 
left  by  the  rebels  in  my  front,  including  two  64-pounders.  During  the 
(lay  1  moved  my  brigade  over  on  the  Lawton  farm,  and  rinnained  until 
the  next  morning,  Avlien  I  mar(*hed  to  this  cam)). 

Eov  ])()rtion  of  ro|»<)rt  oiiiit1<Ml)  relating  1o  ojxH’ations  in  Xortli  (Jeorgia  and 

North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  617. 
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Casualties  have  been — from  the  Eighty-eighth  Iiidiaua  A^olunteer 
Infantry,  1  man  captured  j  Thirty- third  Ohio  A'olunteer  Infantry,  1  man 
wounded  and  1  man  missing;  total,  3. 

Number  of  miles  of  railroad  destroj^ed,  5f ;  number  of  horses  and 
mules  captured,  110;  number  of  cattle  captured,  dOO.  Forage  taken 
from  the  country:  Corn  and  oats,  50,000  imunds;  long  forage,  52,000 
pounds;  total,  102,000  pounds.  Supplies  for  officers  and  men:  Bread- 
stuffs,  41,000  xmunds;  potatoes,  55,000  imunds;  meat,  47,000  imunds; 
beans  and  rice,  4,800  pounds;  sugar,  7,200  imunds;  molasses  (sorghum), 
30  barrels;  or,  subsistence  for  1,500  men  for  forty  days. 

As  the  conduct  of  the  brigade  during  the  campaign  was  constantly 
under  the  eye  of  the  general  commanding  the  division,  I  close  this  re¬ 
port  simply  with  the  foregoing  narration  of  facts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  C.  IlOBAKT, 

Co]  on  el  y  Connnandinq. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjf.  Gen..,  First  Fourteenth  Anny  i'orps. 


No.  55. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  IT.  Widmer,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  of  opemtions  Septemher  7-Deeemher  21. 

\ 

Headgfartees  104th  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.,  Fecemher  29.  1801. 

Captain:  Incompliance  with  circular  received  to-day,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

At  the  fall  of  Atlanta  this  regiment  was  near  Jonesborough,  Ga. ; 
thence  it  moved  to  White  Hall,  where  it  went  into  camp  on  the  7th  of 
September,  and  remained  till  the  3d  of  October,  during  which  time  its 
principal  operation  was  resting.  From  the  3d  until  the  22d  day  of 
October  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  was  almost  constantly  on  the 
march  in  pursuit  of  General  Hood’s  army  through  Northwestern 
Georgia  and  into  Alabama  as  far  as  Gaylesville.  There  it  remained 
until  the  28th  of  October.  On  the  29th  it  arrived  at  Borne,  Ga.,  and 
on  November  2  at  Kingston.  On  the  12th  day  of  November  it  left 
Kingston,  reaching  Atlanta  on  the  15th.  The  next  morning  started 
for  Savannah,  arriving  in  front  of  the  city  on  the  lltli  instant  and  in 
the  city  on  the  22d,  having  had  a  first-rate  time  on  the  way  here. 

From  the  fall  of  Atlanta  to  the  fall  of  Savannah  the  regiment  has 
been  constantly  on  duty  with  the  brigade.  The  only  time  it  has  been 
engaged  with  the  enemy  since  the  3d  of  October  was  in  a  light  skir¬ 
mish  at  Lawton’s  farm,  in  front  of  Savannah,  resulting  in  the  ca])ture 
of  one  rebel  and  driving  their  pickets  across  the  rice  fields  in  our  front. 
We  have  not  lost  a  single  man  since  the  fall  of  Atlanta. 

On  the  march  from  Atlaiita  to  Gaylesville  and  ba(*k  the  regiment 
drew  from  the  country  seven  days’  subsistence  for  110  men  (except 
sugar  and  coffee),  consisting  of  jneat.  Hour,  meal,  beans,  and  potatoes, 
und  on  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  drew  from  tlie  same 
source  not  less  than  twenty-five  days’  subsistence  for  215  men  (except 
sugar  and  coffee),  consisting  of  fresh  beef,  pork,  poultry.  Hour,  meal, 
potatoes,  turnips,  ri(*e,  beans,  honey,  sorghum,  and  mohisses.  It  has 
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also  drawn  from  the  country  75,000  pounds  of  corn  and  75,000  pounds 
of  long’  forage,  captured  14  mules,  0  horses,  emidoyed  on  the  march 
twenty  negroes  from  tho  country,  and  destroyed  1,000  yards  of  rail- 
I'oad. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  WIDMEE, 

Major  One  Imndred  and  fourth  lUinois  Tufantry. 

Capt.  John  W.  Ford, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  1st  BrUj.,  1st  14th  Army  Corps. 


No.  50. 

Report  of  Lmit.  Col.  Cyrus  E.  Briant,  Eighty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Official  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment 
Indiana  Yolunteers  in  the  campaign  of  the  Army  of  Georgia  from 
Atlanta  to  Savannah : 

After  clothing  my  regiment  and  cutting  down  the  baggage  to  the 
-  least  possible  compass,  I  left  Atlanta  on  the  10th  day  of  November, 
1804,  with  248  guns  and  14  officers,  in  advance  of  the  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps.  Passing  Decatur  about  9  o’clock,  we  took  the  upper  Covington 
road,  halting  for  dinner  on  Snapfinger  Creek.  Three  miles  farther 
brought  us  to  Pole  Bridge  Creek.  From  this  point  the  country  was 
more  open,  but  soil  ai)parently  poor.  Halted  for  the  night  at  Lithonia. 
November  17,  my  regiment  train  guards.  Our  route  lay  along  the  rail¬ 
road,  passing  Conyers,  a  post  village  in  Newton  County.  We  halted 
early  near  Yellow  River.  Forage  plenty,  especially  corn,  sweet  pota¬ 
toes,  and  sorghum  molasses.  November  18,  crossed  Yellow  River  on 
pontoons;  banks  muddy;  passed  through  Coviiigton  and  halted  four 
miles  east  on  a  large  plantation  about  noon;  lay  in  camp  till  morn¬ 
ing.  November  19,  Second  and  Third  Divisions  passed  ours  (First); 
marched  on  the  Platonton  road.  The  first  part  of  our  march  was  through 
the  Ulcofauhachee  swamps  and  was  necessarily  slow;  after  noon  roads 
were  excellent.  Camp  for  the  night  one  mile  east  of  Sandtown.  No¬ 
vember  20,  moved  at  daylight ;  country  richer,  buildings  better,  and 
idantations  larger;  forage  of  every  description  in  great  abundance. 
Halted  for  dinner  near  Sliady  Dale.  The  proprietor  of  the  plantation 
estimated  his  individual  loss  by  our  army  at  $50,000.  Here  we  left  the 
Fatonton  road  to  our  left,  taking  a  central  course  between  Monticello 
and  Fatonton,  halting  eight  miles  from  Fatonton;  rained  all  night. 
November  21,  still  raining;  roads  cut  up  considerably  by  the  advance 
wagon  trains,  and  by  noon  we  got  along  very  slowly,  halting  for  the 
~  night  some  seventeen  miles  from  Milledgeville.  November  22,  crossed 
Murder  Creek  on  a  very  dilapidated  bridge,  wagons  and  horses  fording 
near  by;  creek  up  to  wagon  beds,  recent  rains  having  swelled  it.  My 
regiment  was  detached  to  guard  cross-roads  at  Half  Acre,  with  orders 
to  hold  the  place  until  the  entire  Avagon  train  had  crossed  the  (;reek. 
By  2  p.  m.  1  left  Avith  my  regiment  to  Join  the  division,  going  by  Avay  of 
Cloi)ton’s  Mill.  1  found  them  encamped  near  Cedar  Creek ;  roads  passa¬ 
ble  by  eAmuing. 

Novend)er  22>,  my  regiment  train  guards  to-day.  March  through  an 
excellent  country;  forage  a])undant,  es])ecially  sweet  potatoes  and  sor¬ 
ghum  molasses.  By  4  p.  m.  Ave  Avere  encamped  Avithin  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  of  ^lilledgeville;  roads  excellent  to-day.  November  24,  passed 
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tliroiig’li  Milledgeville ;  crossed  Oconee  lOver.  We  took  the  Saiidersville 
road,  crossing  Town  Creek  seven  miles  from  Milledgeville,  near  where 
there  was  a  good  grist-mill.  Marching  five  miles  farther,  we  encamped 
about  3  p.  m.  on  Gum  Creek,  remaining  all  night,  ^^ovember  25,  lay  in 
camp  all  day ;  Second  and  Third  Divisions  passed  us.  The  forage  party 
from  my  regiment  discovered  rebel  cavalry  near  large  bridge  on  Buffalo 
Creek,  but  finding  enough  forage  they  did  not  let  themselves  be  known. 
November  26,  marched  at  6  a.  m.,  but  on  the  advance  wagon  train 
reacliing  Buffalo  Creek  we  moved  but  slowly,  and  by  9  o’clock  we  had 
crossed  the  Big  and  Little  Buffalo  Creeks  and  swamps  and  were 
encami)ed  near  Keg  Creek.  November  27,  crossed  Keg  Creek  and 
swamp;  passed  through  Sandersville;  my  regiment  stationed  on  out- 
])ost  on  Worthen  road,  where  three  roads  diverge.  I  sent  one  company 
forward  on  each  of  these  roads.  About  dark  some  contrabands  [came 
in]  and  reported  rebel  cavalry  in  our  front  on  the  main  road,  and  [that 
they]  had  already  captured  some  of  our  troops.  I  immediately  sent 
another  company  in  support,  but  nothing  further  was  heard  from  them. 
One  of  the  captured  men  proved  to  be  William  Budd,  private  of  Com¬ 
pany  G,  of  my  regiment.  *  7  p.  m.  I  was  relieved  and  took  position  in 
rear  of  division  wagon  train,  halting  for  the  night  seven  miles  east  of 
Saiidersville.  November  28,  my  regiment  train  guards;  crossed  Ma¬ 
con  and  Savannah  Bailroad  near  Power’s  "Station ;  crossed  William¬ 
son’s  Creek  and  swamp  on  double  bridge  near  Davisborough,  halting 
for  the  night  near  Ogeechee  Kiver.  November  29,  crossed  Ogeechee 
Eiver  on  pontoons;  bridge  and  trestle-work  over  swamp  being  burned, 
the  passage  was  difficult.  One  mile  farther  brought  us  to  Comfort  Creek 
and  swamp,  which  we  found  as  difficult  to  cross  as  the  river.  Passing 
Louisville,  we  halted  about  noon  on  Maryfield  road.  My-  foragers 
had  excellent  success  to-day;  meat,  potatoes,  corn,  molasses.  Kovem- 
ber  30,  marched  on  Sebastopol  road,  crossing  Big  Creek  and  swamp; 
eight  miles  farther  iiassed  Dry  and  Spring  Creeks.  3  p.  m.  passed 
Sebastopol  Station  and  camped  three  miles  east  on  the  Milieu  road,  my 
regiment  on  picket. 

December  1,  marched  on  Sebastopol  and  Waynesbof ough  road, 
about  one  mile  from  the  main  road,  occupying  this  iDOsition  until  wagon 
train  all  passed.  My  foraging  party,  numbering  thirty-two  men  and 
one  officer,  were  attacked  some  five  miles  out  by  a  squad  of  rebel  cav¬ 
alry,  but  succeeded  in  getting  off  with  a  goodly  supply  of  forage  and 
no  loss.  December  2,  marched  on  the  Waynesborough  road  some 
distance,  then  east  on  Millen  road,  halting  near  Buck  Head  Creek.  De¬ 
cember  3,  marched  north  on  Jones’  Mill  road,  thence  northeast  to 
Buck  Head  Creek,  the  bridge  over  which  being  burned,  Ave  crossed  on 
pontoons.  One  mile  farther  we  crossed  Rocky  Creek,  making  a  detour 
in  a  southeast  direction.  We  halted  for  dinner  on  Bosem ary  Creek; 
from  thence  to  Lumpkin’s  on  the  Angusta  railroad,  where  we  halted 
for  the  night.  December  4,  my  regiment  tore  up  one-quarter  mile  of 
track,  burning  the  ties  and  bending  the  iron.  Crossed  tlie  railroad  at 
Lumpkin’s,  taking  an  easterly  direction  through  a  very  iioor  country, 
sandy  and  marshy;  toward  evening  passed  Habersham,  halting  two 
miles  east.  December  5,  my  regiment  train  guards.  Our  course  lay 
through  the  headwaters  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek  and  the  Ogeechee  Biver; 
low  places  along  our  route  marshy  and  difficult  of  passage  for  wagons. 
Leaving  Jaeksonborough  to  our  left  we  went  toward  Sylvania.  De¬ 
cember  6,  crossed  the  ^liddl(‘.  Ground  road,  four  miles  north  of  Sylvania, 
at  on(‘  of  the  branches  of  Buck  Creek.  The  road  was  blo(;ka(led  with 
felled  trees  which  imi)eded  our  march  some.  Passed  Black  Creek  Post- 
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Office,  also- Black  Creek  and  swamp,  baiting  for  the  night  lifty  miles 
from  Savannah.  Forage,  which  had  been  scarce  since  leaving  Lnmp- 
kin\s,  was  more  i)lentiful  in  this  neighborhood.  December  7,  our 
march  greatly  imx^eded  by  fallen  timbers  and  bridges  burned  across 
('reeks.  December  8,  more  especially  at  Ebenezer  Creek,  which  the 
enemy  had  destroyed,  blockading  the  road  across  the  swamps.  While 
a  new  bridge  was  being  built  the  enemy  attacked  the  skirmishers  (jf 
General  Baird’s  division.  My  regiment  Avas  immediately  thrown  into 
X)Ositiou,  in  the  reai>  line  of  brigade,  and  threw  up  logs,  &c.  At  11  p.  m. 
my  regiment  crossed  Ebenezer  Creek,  and  halted  near  the  church. 
December  9,  moved  from  Ebenezer,  crossing  Ebenezer  Creek.  Beads 
blockadeci,  bridges,  slonghways,  &c.,  torn  up  or  burned  along  our  entire 
march  to-day;  halted  sixteen  miles  from  Savannah.  December  10, 
marched  to  the  main  road;  passed  a  rebel  redoubt  near  Fourteen  Mile¬ 
stone;  halted  about  noon  ten  miles  from  Savannah.  December  11, 
marched  toward  the  front,  crossing  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Bail- 
road,  also  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Bailroad,  to  the  Middle  Ground 
road,  near  Avhich  my  regiment  built  breast- works.  December  12,  moved 
at  1 1).  m.,  crossing  the  Ogeechee  Canal.  1  relieved  with  my  regiment 
the  Fifty-second  Ohio  Volunteers  of  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  who 
were  on  picket  in  front  of  the  Lawton  farm.  I  held  this  position  until 
1  was  relieved  by  an  Iowa  regiment  from  the  same  brigade  I  had 
relieved.  December  10,  I  moved  with  my  regiment  to  rear  line  and 
camx^ed  near  canal  bridge  until  morning  of  December  21,  when  I  moved 
Avith  my  regiment  in  rear  of  brigade  and  encamxied  Avith  it  on  the  Law- 
ton  farm,  moAung  next  day  into  Savannah.  Total  miles  marched,  — . 

KECAPITULATION. 

Casualties:  William  Budd,  private  Comxiany  G,  captured  by  the 
enemy,  Sandersville,  November  26,  1864.  I  left  Atlanta  November 
16,  1864,  with  248  guns  and  entered  Savannah  December  22, 1864,  with 
268  guns.  I  sent  tAvo  men  to  general  hospital  during  the  canijiaign  and 
both  Avere  ‘sick  before  leaving  Atlanta.  My  command  captured  and 
turned  over  during  campaign  70  head  of  cattle,  00  sheep,  20  hogs,  5 
horses,  and  21  mules.  After  marching  something  over  300  miles  my 
regiment  entered  Savannah  in  better  health,  spirits,  and  condition  in 
every  respect,  Avith  the  exception  of  clothing  and  more  especially  of 
shoes  and  Stockings. 

The  saving  in  suiiplies  to  Government  during  the  camiiaign  by  my 
regiment  amounts  to : 


In  forage:  •  Pounds. 

Corn .  8,000 

Long  forage .  8,  500 


Total .  16,500 

In  rations: 

Breadstntfs  . ^ .  .  9,300 

Meats .  7,000 

Beans  or  rice .  800 

Potatoes .  11, 100 

8ugar .  1,400 


While  the  above  is  a  fair  estimate  of  the  savings  to  the  Government 
the  loss  to  the  enemy  may  safely  be  put  down  as  at  least  one-third 
additional  in  rations  and  one-half  in  forage. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiwant, 

C.  E.  BBIANT, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Conimanding  Eujhtjj-eiykth  Indiana  Voluntecya. 


174 


[Chap.  LVI. 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 
No.  57. 


Report  of  Lieut.  CoJ.  Joseph  H.  Brigham.,  iSixty -ninth  Ohio  Infantry ^ 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig..  First  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  30,  1864. 

Captain:  Iu  compliance  with  circular  dated  headquarters  First 
Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  December  29,  1864,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 


Miles  of  railroad  destroyed . . . 

Cotton  gins  destroyed . . 

Cotton  destroyed  (300  bales) . pounds 

Horses  captured . i . 

Mules  captured . . . 

Cattle  captured . . . . 

Negroes  that  followed  the  column . 


Corn  captured . pounds 

Rice  captured . do . . 

Oats  captured . do . . 

Fodder  captured . . . do . . 

Hay  captured . do . . 


5i 

5 

150, 000 
.  50 
60 
250 
40 

62, 000 
18, 000 
1, 400 
13, 084 
5, 133 


From  the  organization  of  the  brigade  up  to  the  fall  of  Savannah  the 
men  were  issued  five  days’  rations;  the  rest  of  the  time  they  subsisted 
off  the  country. 

The  Second  Brigade  was  organized  November  16,  1864,  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  and  assigned  to  the  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  with 
which  it  marched  to  this  place,  a  distance  of  293  miles,  passing  in  its 
route  through  Decatur,  Lithonia,  Conyei^,  Covington,  Sandersville, 
Louisville,  Milledgeville,  and  striking  the  railroad  again  at  Lumpkin’s 
Station. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  BEIGHAM, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  Commanding. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Llv.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  58.  - 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  AHles,  Seventy-ninth  Fennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir  :* 

Arrived  at  Atlanta  the  15th  [November].  Here  the  Sixty-ninth 
Ohio  and  Thirteenth  Michigan  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  were 
taken  from  the  brigade  and  ordered  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Di¬ 
vision,  Fourteenth 'Army  Corps.  Drew  clothing,  and  equipped  the  un¬ 
armed  men  of  the  command.  November  16,  left  Atlanta,  marching 
on  the  Augusta  road,  and  camped  at  Lithonia  Station  on  the  Augusta 
and  Atlanta  Railroad.  17th,  marched  through  Conyers  Station,  and 
was  engaged  several  liours  destinying  railroad.  November  18,  Col.  II. 

*  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  oj)ei:ition8  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  1,  p.  618. 
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A.  Hambright  being  unlit  for  duty  on  account  of  sickness,  Lieut.  Col. 
D.  Miles  took  command  of  the  brigade.  November  18  to  23,  marched 
to  IMilledgeville,  capital  of  the  State.  November  24  to  27,  marched  to 
Davisborough  Station,  on  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Eailroad.  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  marched  to  Louisville.  November  30,  marched  to  Sebastopol, 
on  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Eailroad. 

December  1  to  3,  marched  to  Lumpkin’s  Station,  on  the  Savannah 
and  Augusta  Eailroad.  December  4,  i>art  of  the  day  the  brigade  was 
engaged  destroying  railroad;  was  rear  guard  to  the  wagon  train,  and 
skirmished  with  a  small  body  of  cavalry  who  were  hovering  in  the  rear, 
but  with  iio  result.  December  5  to  8,  marched  to  Ebenezer  Swamp, 
where  we  formed  line  of  battle  to  protect  the  train  while  crossing  the 
swamp,  and  at  midnight  marched  two  miles  and  camped  on  east  side  of 
the  swamp.  December  9,  resumed  the  march,  but  coming  upon  a  small 
party  of  the  enemy  posted  in  a  small  fort  protected  with  artillery, 
went  in  line  for  the  night.  December  10,  the  enemy  fell  back  during 
the  night  and  we  resumed  our  march  until  the  evening  of  the  11th, 
when  we  took  up  our  position  in  line  in  front  of  Savannah,  relieving 
part  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Here  we  remained  until  the  21st, 
during  which  time  nothing  of  note  occurred  save  regular  skirmishing, 
which  was  kept  up  between  the  pickets  but  with  no  loss  whatever  on 
our  x^art.  December  21,  the  enemy  disax)x:>earing  from  our  front,  the 
brigade  was  ordered  forward  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  the 
enemy,  if  possible,  but  meeting  with  no  ox^i^osition  whatever,  marched 
into  the  city  at  8  a.  m.,  and,  x)ursuant  to  orders,  returned  to  our  old 
position,  where  we  remained  during  the  night.  December  22,  marched 
forward  and  went  into  camx)  on  west  side  of  the  city. 

During  the  time  mentioned  in  this  rex)ort  the  brigade  destroyed  about 
14  miles  of  railroad;  no  cotton  nor  cotton  gins  were  destroyed;  22 
horses,  64  mules,  and  200  cattle  were  caiitured  by  the  command;  69 
negroes  followed  the  column.  From  the  time  we  left  Lithonia  until 
our  arrival  at  Savannah  nearly  enough  forage  was  gathered  by  the 
command  to  supply  them  indeioendentof  the  issues  of  the  commissary. 

The  loss  in  the  command  during  the  time  mentioned  in  this  report 
is  as  follows:  Iman  wounded;  6  men  either  killed  or  caiitured  by  the 
enemy;  10  men  captured  by  the  enemy. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MILES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commandinfj  Brigade. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Actf/.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Div.,  Fourteenth  xirmij  Corps. 


No.  59. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  IT.  Lotv,  Thirty  eUfhth  Indiana  Infantry. 

IIhqhs.  Thikty-eigiitii  Indiana  Vet.  Vol.  Tnfty., 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeember  29,  1864. 

Lieutenant 

Novend)er  16,  the  regiment,  with  brigade,  marched  from  Atlanta, 
moving  on  road  leading  to  Augiista,  bivouacking  at  Lithonia  on  the 
railroad  leading  from  Atlanta  to  Angnsta.  The  1 7th,  continued  march, 

*For  portiou  of  iei)ort  (here  omitted)  relating  to  orjeratioiis  iu  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  1,  p.619. 
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assisting  in  destroying  railroad  above  mentioned  at  a  point  near  Yel¬ 
low  Kiverj  crossed  same  and  j)assed  through  Covington  on  the  18th, 
going  into  camp.  On  this  date,  Colonel  Hambright  having  been  taken 
quite  sick,  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Lieut.  Col.  1). 
Miles,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Yeteran  A^olnnteer  Infantry,  and 
subsequent  operations  of  the  regiment  coming  under  your  personal 
observation,  I  shall  be  as  brief*  as  possible.  November  11),  regiment 
continued  march,  moving  in  a  southerly  direction,  passing  through 
Milledgeville  November  24.  After  this  place,  passed  through  Sanders- 
ville  November  27.  November  28,  crossed  Georgia  Central  Eailroad. 
November  21),  passed  through  Louisville.  Continuing  march,  reached 
and  assisted  in  destroying  Angnsta  and  Savannah  Eailroad  at  a  x^oint 
between  Waynesborough  and  Milieu. 

December  7,  came  into  main  Augusta  and  Savannah  road  running 
]iear  and  xiarallel  with  river,  which  was  followed  until  arriving  near  and 
going  into  i)osition  in  front  of  enemy’s  works,  about  four  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Savannah  and  south  of  canal,  December  11,  1864,  remaining 
in  or  near  this  i)osition  until  the  17th,  when  it  and  brigade  relieved  the 
Second  Brigade.  From  this  date  till  the  enemy  evacuated,  the  com¬ 
mand  remained  constantly  in  this  position,  night  of  the  20th.  The 
22d,  regiment  went  into  camp  in  its  present  i)osition.  Besides  the 
railroads  which  the  command  assisted  in  destroying,  not  to  exceed  two 
miles,  no  other  species  of  i)roperty  was  destroyed.  I  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  animals  captured,  but  believe  that  a  rough 
estimate  would  include  not  exceeding  2  horses,  15  mules,  and  from  5 
to  10  head  of  cattle.  Except  the  servants  einj^loyed  by  officers  (not 
exceeding  fifteen)  I  do  not  know  of  others  being  otherwise  emx)loyed 
or  the  number  that  followed  the  Command.  For  the  campaign,  inclu¬ 
sive  of  the  time  that  the  rex)ort  is  made  to  cover,  I  believe  that  not 
exceeding  one  month’s  whole  rations  were  issued,  the  command  sub¬ 
sisting  exclusively  ofi*  the  country  to  supx:>ly  deficiencies. 

Very  resx^ectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

4.H..LOW, 

Captain j  Comdg.  Thirty -eighth  Indiana  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry. 

Lieut.  L.  G.  Bodie, 

A'ety.  Asst.  Adjt.  (ien.^  3d  Brig.,  1st  Dir.,  Ilth  Army  (Uyrps. 


No.  ()(). 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Arnold  McMahan.^  Tiventy-first  Ohio  Infantry,  of 
operations  Septemher  3-I)ecember  21 

llDQKS.  Twenty-first  Eegiment  Ohio  Infantry  Yols., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir:  In  comxfiiance  with  orders  dated  December  29,  1804,  head¬ 
quarters  Third  Brigade,  First'  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  oxierations  of  the  Twentydirst  Eegiment 
Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers,  undei'  my  command,  from  the  dd  day  of 
Sexitember,  1804,  to  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804: 

After  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  before  Jonesborough,  Ga.,  September 
1,  1804,  my  command  returned  to  Atlanta  and  went  into  canq)  on  the 
8th.  It  remained  in  (*amp  until  the  morning  of  October  5,  when  it 
moved  with  its  brigade  u])on  the  cam])aign  whicli  resulted  in  tlie 
fall  of  Savannah  on  the  21st  of  tlie  ])resejit  month.  1  estimate  the 
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(listaiice  marclied  during  this  time  to  be  at  least  030  miles.  It  was 
dithcult  to  ascertain  the  exact  distance  marched  over  by-roads  and 
through  the  country.  The  regiment  exchanged  shots  with  a  squad  of 
the  enemy  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  near  Lumi)kin’s  Station,  with¬ 
out  any  result  except  to  check  their  attempt  to  annoy  the  rear  of  our 
column.  From  the  12th  to  the  night  of  the  20th  of  December  the  pickets 
of  my  regiment  were  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy  before  Savan¬ 
nah.  During  this  campaign  the  regiment  destroyed  three  miles  of  rail¬ 
road,  and  this  was  the  only  structure  destroyed  by  my  command.  At 
least  8,000  rations  were  used  by  the  men  from  the  products  of  the 
country,  which  vrere  necessary  in  addition  to  subsistence  furnished  by 
the  commissary  department,  but  the  meat  used,  \vhich  was  drawn  from 
the  country,  wns  not  less  than  15,000  rations.  This  estimate  does  not 
include  the  great'  wmste  of  meat  and  other  foraged  subsistence  which 
could  not  be  transported  or  wuis  abandoned  by  the  men  each  morn¬ 
ing.  I  estimate  the  stores  wasted  or  abandoned  equal  to  the  amount 
used.  Twenty-one  horses  and  mules  attached  to  the  regiment  were 
supplied  with  forage  taken  from  the  country  for  twenty  days. 
TAvelve  negroes  accompanied  the  regiment  to  Savannah,  having  joined 
us  on  the  march.  Twelve  horses  and  13  mules  were  captured,  but 
many  of  them  were  comj)aratively  worthless.  Six  prisoners  of  war 
were  captured  and  turned  over  to  i)rovost-marshal  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps.  The  regiment  lost  1  enlisted 
man  wounded  and  10  enlisted  men  were  captured;  0  enlisted  men  were 
either  killed  or  captured  straggling.  My  regiment  entered  the  city  of 
Savannah  at  1)  a.  m.  December  21,  1864. 
liespectfully  submitted. 

A.  McxMAIIAX, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  L.  G.  Bodie, 

Aetg.  Aast.  Adjt.  Gen.^  3d  Brig..,  Ist  JJic.,  14th  Army  Corps. 


1^0.  61. 

Report  of  Maj.  Robert  P.  Findley,  Seventy -fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 

("AMP  Seventy-fourth  (Jhio, 

Fear  Savannah  Ga.,  Deeemher  30^  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  absence  of  Major  Fisher,  w^ho  commanded 
the  Seventy-fourth  (3hio  from  Kingston  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  to  make  the 
following  report: 

Left  Kingston  at  noon  of  the  12th  [KovemberJ,  marching  in  rear  of 
wagon  train;  camped  at  Cartersville  at  night.  The  13th,  marched  to 
Big  Shanty,  tearing  u])  railroad.  On  the  15th  arrived  at  Atlanta, 
halted  for  the  night,  and  drew  rations  and  clothing.  Marched  on  the 
16th  to  Lithonia,  twenty-four  miles  distant  from  Atlanta.  Our  course 
lay  nortlieast,  and  nothing  of  importance  transpired  until  the  23d  of 
November,  when  we  camped  near  Milledgeville.  On  the  24th  we 
marched,  crossing  Oconee  Biver,  and  making  but  ten  miles,  when  we 
cam])ed  at  12  m.  on  account  of  large  swanq)  in  our  way.  Ilere  the 
Seventy-fourth  was])laced  on  i)icket,  and. so  remained  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th,  when  we  took  up  our  march  in  rear  of  wagon  train. 
.Marched  that  day  but  about  six  miles.  Tims  we  marched  various  dis¬ 
tances  per  day,  according  to  swamps  and  bad  roads,  nothing  of  impor- 
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tance  transpiring,  and  onr  regiment  being  engaged  in  notbing  worthy 

of  note,  until  the - ,  when  ^ve  settled  down  in  front  of  Savannah,  along 

the  Ogeechee  Kiver.  Lay  in  line  until  the  morning  of  the  IGth  of  De¬ 
cember,  when  the  regiment  received  orders  to  report  to  Captain  Clark, 
to  guard  wagon  train  to  King’s  Bridge  on  the  Ogeechee  lliver.  Lay  at 
this  post  until  the  22d,  when  we  returned  with  train  and  re])orted  to 
our  brigade.  Major  Fisher  was  mustered  out  on  the  18th,  and  I 
assumed  command  on  that  day. 

We  drcAv  rations  but  for  two  days  during  the  march.  Owing  to  our 
being  in  rear  we  twice  had  no  forage,  but  Avhen  we  marched  any  con¬ 
siderable  distance  Ave  had  more  than  enough  of  pork  and  potatoes.  I- 
tliink  it  AYOuld  have  been  no  hardship,  so  far  as  the  SeA^enty-fourth  Avas 
concerned,  to  have  made  the  march  Avithout  drawing  a  cracker  or  any 
])ork.  Certain  I  am  that  enough  Avas  left  in  camp  almost  every  day  to 
liave  subsisted  the  regimoiit  during  the  day  had  it  been  carried  along, 
but  the  men  argued  that  “  sufficient  unto  the  meal  aauis  the  evil,”  and 
Avonldn’t  carry  anything  from  camp.  We  destroyed  about  four  miles  of 
railroad  since  leaving  Kingston.  Am  not  sure  that  the  Seventy-fourth 
set  fire  to  any  cotton  or  gins.  Ten  negroes  came  into  the  regiment  and 
folloAved  along  Avith  the  column.  Captured  no  cattle,  nor  horses,  and 
but  two  mules.  All  the  forage  for  the  Government  mules,  private 
horses,  and  the  pack-mules  of  difierent  companies,  Avas  taken  from  the 
country,  and  much  more  Avas  destroyed  than  Avas  used. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  r.  FIKDLEY, 

Major  Seventy-fourth  Ohio. 

Lieut.  L.  G.  Bodie, 

Actg  Asst.  Acijt.  Geu.^  3d  Brig..,  1st  l)lv.j  llth  Army  Corps. 


Ko.  (;2. 

Ueport  of  Maj.  Michael  II.  Loeher^  Seventy-ninth  Fennsylcania  Infantry., 
of  operations  October  3-Deceniher  21. 

Hdqrs.  79th  Kbgt.  Pennsylvania  Yet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Hear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  Avith  circular  from  headquarters  Third  Brigade, 
dated  December  29,  18G4,  I  make  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
the  Seventy-ninth  Regimeut  Pennsylvania  Yeteran  Yolunteers  from 
the  fall  of  Atlanta  until  the  fall  of  SaAmnnah,  Ga.  :* 

The  regiment  was  encamped  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  until  October  3,  1804, 
when  AA'e  were  ordered  to  move  with  the  co]])s.  Marched  a\ ith  the 
corps  during  the  3d,  4th,  dth,  Gth,  and  7th  of  October,  Avhen  1  Avas 
ordered  to  report  my  command  to  Captain  Swift,  superintendent  of 
rei)airs  on  railroad,  of  Avhom  I  received  orders  to  assist  in  repairing 
the  railroad  between  IvenesaAv  Mountain  and  Allatoona,  at  Avhicli  the 
command  AAns  engaged  until  October  19,  Avhen  the  rei)airs  were  com- 
pleted.  On  the  19th  rebel  cavalry  made  their  ai)pearance  outside  the 
])icket-lines,  cut  the  telegraph,  and  cai)tured  four  enlisted  men  of  tlie 
command.  I  immediately  sent  out  a  detachimmt  under  Captain  Y(*Bride, 
but  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Afb'r  the  detai’himmt  returned  to  cam]), 
1  r(‘eeived  orders  to  Deport  to  G(‘ner;d  \^andever,  (*ommanding  District 
of  ^larietta,  at  Maricdta,  to  Avhieh  ])lac(‘  th(‘  r(‘giment  ju’oceeded  by 
railroad.  At  Maihdta  the  r(‘giment  formed  ])art  of  tlie  garrison,  and 
performed  patrol  and  proA  ost  duty  until  XoA’ember  13,  Avhen  Ave  reeeiAnd 
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orders  to  rejoin  the  corps  on  its  arrival  at  that  place.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  corps  I  reported  my  command  and  accompanied  the  corps  to 
Atlanta,  wliere  we  arrived  on  the  15th  instant.  On  the'lGth  we  moved 
again,  taking  the  Augusta  road,  and  marched  to  Lithoiiia  Station,  on 
the  Augusta  railroad,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles.  November  17, 
marched  to  Yellow  Eiver,  a  distance  of  thirteen  miles,  and  worked 
seven  hours  destroying  the  railroad.  The  regiment  assisted  destroy¬ 
ing  about  two  miles  of  track.  November  18,  the  regiment  formed  the 
advance  guard  of  the  column,  and  marched  a  distan(te  of  eight  miles, 
the  regiment  being  on  picket  during  tlie  night.  One  enlisted  man  on 
duty  with  brigade  foraging  party  captured  by  the  enemy.  November 
19  to  23,  marched  to  Milledgeville,  the  capital  of  Georgia,  a  distance 
of  fifty-five  miles.  November  24,  marched  to  Town  Creek,  a  distance 
of  ten  miles,  where  the  division  encamped  until  the  2()th.  November 
26  and  27,  marched  a  distance  of  twenty-four  miles  to  near  Davisbor- 
ough  Station,  on  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Eailroad.  Eegiment  went 
on  i)icket.  November  28  to  December  2,  marched  to  near  Buck  Head 
bridge,  a  distance  of  fifty-one  miles.  Eegiment  on  picket  duty  during 
night  of  2d  instant. 

December  3,  marched  to  Station  No.  1,  on  the  Augusta  and  Savannah 
Eailroad,  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  December  4,  worked  three  hours  de¬ 
stroying  railroad  and  assisted  in  destroying  two  miles  of  track;  marched 
a  distance  of  six  miles.  December  5  to  7,  marched  a  distance  of  forty- 
six  miles;  during  this  march  the  cavalry,  covering  the  rear,  were 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  December  8,  marched  a  distance  of  three 
miles,  and  formed  line  of  battle  to  cover  the  train  until  it  crossed  Ebe- 
nezer  Swamp;  remained  until  midnight,  when  we  marched  to  east 
side  of  the  swamp,  a  distance  of  two  miles.  December  9,  marched  a 
distance  of  seven  miles,  when  we  found  the  enemy  x^osted  with  artillery 
and  infantry.  The  regiment  was  sent  out  as  skirmishers  with  orders  to 
dislodge  the  enemy,  but  the  order  to  advance  was  countermanded  and 
the  regiment  remained  on  ificket  duty.  December  10,  the  enemy  fell 
back  during  the  night,  and  to-day  Ave  advanced  four  miles.  December 
11,  marched  eight  miles  and  went  into  x)osition  in  front  of  Savannah, 
relieving  a  iiortion  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Cor])s  on  the  Ogeechee 
Canal,  where  we  remained  until  the  16th,  when  we  were  ordered  into 
canij).  On  the  16th  one  man,  detailed  to  drive  cattle,  Avas  captured  by  the 
enemy.  December  19.  relieved  the  Twenty-first  Michigan,  of  Second 
Brigade,  in  the  front  line,  where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  Avhen  the  regiment  was  ordered  on  the  skirmish  line,  relieving  the 
Thirty-eighth  Indiana.  At  daylight  it  Avas  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  evacuated  their  Avorks,  and  1  received  orders  to  advance  Avith  the 
skirmishers  as  far  as  i)ossible.  1  moved  immediately  and  advanced  to 
the  city,  Avhich  my  command  entered  at  8  a.  m.,  caT)turing  on  the  way 
one  i)risoner. 

During  the  campaign  my  command,  independent  of  the  organized 
foraging  parties,  captured  2  horses  and  4  mules  and  25  able-bodied  male 
negroes.  During  the  cam])aign  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  forage  and 
provisions  AA^ere  abundant,  as  the  men  subsisted  almost  entirely  oft*  the 
country. 

The  total  loss  of  my  command  from  the  fall  of  Atlanta  to  date  is  six 
men  captured  by  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 


Lieut.  L.  G.  Bodte, 

Act<j.  Astii.  Ailji.  G’c/o,  :U{ 


M.  11.  LOCilEE, 

M njor^  Com ma ndinff. 

1st  L>lr.^  I'lth  Arm  If  Corps, 
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Ueport  of  Bri(j.  Gen.  James  1).  Morgan^  U.  N.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  29,  1864. 

Colonel : * 

November  14,  marched  at  daylight,  passiog  to  the  right  of  Kenesaw 
Mountain  and  bivouacked  at  Nickajack  Creek,  twenty  miles.  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  moved  at  daylight  to  Atlanta,  twelve  miles.  November  16,  left 
Atlanta  at  11  a.  m.,])assing  through  Decatur  and  bivouacking  at  Snap- 
huger  Creek,  marching  ten  miles.  November  17,  moved  at  7  a.  m. 
through  Lithonia  to  C  onyers,  seventeen  miles,  and  destroying  hve  miles 
of  railroad.  November  18,  marched  at  daylight,  crossing  YelloAv  Fiver 
by  Covington  to  Ulcofauhachee  Fiver,  hfteen  miles,  destroying  three 
miles  railroad.  November  19,  marched  at  daylight,  passing  through 
Newborn  to  Sliady  Dale,  nineteen  miles.  November  20,  left  camp  at  7 
a.  m.,  marching  to  Eatonton  Factory  or  Little  Fiver,  hfteen  miles. 
November  21,  marched  at  daylight,  crossing  Mud  Creek  and  camping  at 
Cedar  Creek,  marching  eighteen  miles.  November  22,  in  camp.  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  moved  at  daylight  and  ('amped  near  Milledgeville,  hfteen  miles-. 
November  24,  left  cam])  at  10  a.  m.,  passing  through  Milledgeville  and 
crossing  the  Oconee  Fiver  and  camx3ing  at  Town  Creek,  nine  miles. 
November  25,  moved  at  daylight,  crossing  Buffalo  Creek  and  camxiing 
at  Keg  Creek,  marching  twelve  miles.  26th,  moved  at  daylight  for 
Sander sville.  About  four  miles  west  of  that  place  my  foragers  were 
met  by  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  who  were  disposed  to  resist  their  advance. 
The  foragers  were  soon  formed  and  de])loyed  as  skirmishers,  and  steadily 
drove  the  enemy  to  and  through  Sandersville,  never  checking  the 
advance  of  the  column.  As  a  x)recautionary  measure  the  One  hundred 
and  thirteenth  Ohio,  Captain  Jones  commanding,  of  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  road;  one  divis¬ 
ion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  entered  the  town  simultaneously  with  my 
own.  27th,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Ogeechee  Fiver  at  Fenn’s 
Bridge,  camping  on  Hudson’s  iilantation,  marching  sixteen  miles.  28th, 
left  cami^  at  daylight,  crossing  Focky  Comfort  Creek,  camping  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  nine  miles.  Femained  there  during  the  29th  and  30th.  While  at 
Louisville  six  wagons,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Coe,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster,  were  attacked  just  outside  of  picket-line  by  Wheeler’s 
cavalry,  and  four  wagons  captured,  the  remaining  two  escaping  within 
the  lines,  followed  by  the  enemy.  Cai)tain  Duiq)liy,  with  Company  [GJ, 
Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  waited  coolly  their  apx)roach;  when  within 
close  range  fired,  killing  1  lieutenant,  2  x^rivates,  and  wounding  2(1 
mortally) ;  promptly  charging,  recaxitured  the  four  wagons.  The  cax)- 
tain  is  a  cool,  gallant  soldier,  and  commands  brave  men.  Feports 
being  made  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  in  my 
front,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pearce,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  was 
ordered  forward.  The  enemy  did  not  wait  for  a  close  apx)roach  of 
dex)loyed  infantry,  but  made  araxiid  retreat.  Lieutenant-Coloiml  Lang¬ 
ley,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  with  two  regiments  of  his  command, 
had  x)reviously  driven  a  ])arty  of  cavalry  from  his  fronton  the  Alabama 
road,  killing  a  cax)tain  and  one  ])rivate.  I  had  no  further  trouble  with 
Wheeler’s  command. 


*  For  portion  of  roj)ort  (here  oinittiMl)  i-eJittiiig  to  o])er:ttiou8  in  North  (Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  G20, 
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December  1,  leaving  iny  train,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  corps 
headquarters,  marched  at  10.30  a.  m.  on  Waynesborongh  road  to  Ba¬ 
ker’s  Greek,  ten  miles.  December  2,  left  camp  at  8  a  m.,  marching  ten 
miles;  camped  near  Buck  Head  Greek.  December  3,  left  camp  at  9  a. 
m.,  crossing  Buck  Head  and  Bock  Greeks,  camping  near  railroad,  ten 
miles.  December  4,  moved  at  0.30,  my  division  in  the  advance  with 
its  own  and  Third  Division  trains,  crossing  railroad  at  Lumpkin’s  Sta¬ 
tion,  passing  through  the  town  of  Habersham  to  Smith’s  plantation, 
marching  sixteen  miles.  December  5,  moved  at  daylight,  camping  at 
Buck  Greek  Post-Office,  having  marched  sixteen  miles.  December  6, 
moved  at  0.30  a.  m.,  crossing  Buck  and  Black  Greeks,  camping  after  a 
march  of  eighteen  miles;  road  badly  obstructed  by  fallen  trees;  re¬ 
moved  them  during  the  night.  December  7,  leftcamii  at  0.30  a.  m.,  and 

marching  fifteen  miles  camped  at - j)lantation,  twenty-six  miles 

from  Savannah ;  road  badly  obstructed  by  fallen  trees,  but  by  heavy 
details  removed  them,  causing  but  little  delay.  The  bridge  at  Ebene- 
zer  Greek  having  been  destroyed  (two  miles  in  our  front),  Golonel 
Buell’s  command  went  actively  to  work  to  construct  a  new  one. 
December  8,  the  bridge  having  been  completed,  left  camj)  at  10 
a.  m.,  crossing  Ebenezer  Greek,  marched  to  Little  Ebenezer  Greek, 
where,  after  a  delay  of  several  hours  for  completion  of  pontoon, 
moved  forward  to  Kegler’s  Greek.  Just  after  going  into  camp  received 
orders  from  General  Davis  to  return  to  Little  Ebenezer  to  protect 
the  train  of  the  corps,  an  attack  being  apprehended;  returned,  and 
the  Second  ami  Third  Brigades  recrossing  the  creek  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  having  marched  ten  miles.  December  9,  left  camp  at  7  a.  m., 
marching  eight  miles  and  constructing  three  bridges.  At  Doctor  Guy- 
ler’s  i)lantation,  about  fourteen  miles  and  a  half  from  Savannah,  my 
advance  came  within  range  and  fire  of  a  rebel  battery.  Two  regiments 
of  the  Third  Brigade  were  at  once  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  road,  and  one  piece  of  the  battery  ordered  forward.  This 
piece  was  soon  in  position  and  opened  fire,  which  was  spiritedly  an¬ 
swered  by  some  well-directed  shots.  Lieutenant  Goe,  commanding 
battery,  was  struck  by  a  shell  and  instantly  killed ;  a  brave,  good  officer. 
By  order  subse(piently  received  from  corps  commander  the  First  and 
Third  Brigades  were  placed  in  position.  During  the  night  the  works  in 
our  front  were  abandoned.  December  10,  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  marching 
tour  miles;  found  the  Twentieth  Gorps  moving  upon  our  road;  went 
into  camp.  December  11,  received  orders  to  relieve  Seventeenth  Gorps. 
Left  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  marching  seven  miles.  Went  into  position  on  the 
right  of  the  Alilledgeville  road,  remaining  in  this  position  until  the  22d. 
During  this  time  steady  approaches  were  being  made  to  within  300 
yards  of  the  enemy’s  works.  On  the  night  of  the  20th  succeeded  in  get¬ 
ting  two  guns  in  fine  position.  Just  before  daylight  my  skirmisliers 
entered  the  abandoned  works  of  the  enemy,  thus  closing  a  brilliant  and 
successful  campaign. 

With  a  few  exceptions  all  have  faithfully  performed  their  duties.  To 
Li eutenant-Golonel  Pearce,  commanding  Second  Brigade  (in  the  absence 
<d  (V)lonel  Mitchell),  and  Lieutenant-Golonel  Langley,  commanding 
Third  Brigade  (in  the  absence  of  Golonel  Dilworth),  I  am  under  ob¬ 
ligations  for  their  promptness  in  executing  all  orders.  They  are  good 
offi(;ers,  and  ought  to  be  promoted. 

My  staff  officers  are  deserving  of  all  praise  for  constant  and  a,cJive 
attention  to  duty,  and  I  again,  as  in  iny  former  reports,  recommend  them 
tor  promotion,  having  from  long  and  faithful  service  earned  it. 

1  close  this  report  with  stating:  First,  that  since  the  fall  of  Atlanta 
my  division  has  marched  500  miles,  and  by  railroad,  406;  second,  cap- 
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tured  180  horses,  58(>  mules,  6  jacks  and  1  Jenny,  and  418  head  of  cattle, 
in  addition  to  the  number  used  during-  the  campaign;  third,  17  miles  of 
railroad  destroyed;  fourth,  but  three  rations  of  bread  and  two  of  salt 
meat  were  issued  to  my  command  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  the  men 
always  having  an  abundant  supply  furnished  by  forage  details ;  fifth, 
the  mules  of  my  trains  and  artillery  horses  were  in  much  finer  condi¬ 
tion  at  the  end  than  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign;  sixth,  no 
cotton  gins,  cotton,  nor  otlier  property  destroyed  by  my  order. 

Casualties:  Killed,  8;  wounded,  16;  missing,  57;  total,  81. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAAIES  D.  MOKGAN, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Second  Division. 

[Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  A djntant- General. 


Con  soli  (la  ied  casnoltif  report  of  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  from  September 

3  to  December  22,  1864. 


No.  64. 

Journal  of  Second  Division. 

November  15. — Division  moved  at  6  a.  m.;  crossed  the  river  and 
arrived  at  rebel  works  at  10  a.  m.;  closed  on  transportation  of  First 
Division;  halted  until  1.30  p.  m.,  then  moved  to  camp  southeast  of 
town.  Town  on  fire  at  several  places,  which  spread  by  dark  to  the 
main  part  of  town.  Orders  to  move  at  12  m.  to-morrow,  following 
Twentieth  Corps;  order  from  General  Sherman  announcing  the  army 
divided  into  two  wings :  General  Howard  to  command  the  Right  (Fif¬ 
teenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps),  General  Slocum  the  Left  (Fourteenth 
and  Twentieth  Corps) ;  Right  Wing  gone  toward  Jonesborough,  and 
Twentieth  Corps  to  the  left  this  morning;  quartermaster  busy  issuing 
clothing  to-night. 

November  16. — Division  moved  at  11  a.  m.  in  the  rear  of  First  and 
Third  Divivsions;  marched  ten  miles;  camped  on  Snapfinger  Creek; 
headquarters  at  Lee’s  house. 

November  17. — Division  moved  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  sixteen  miles, 
passing  through  Lithonia,  destroying  four  miles  of  railroad,  commencing 
one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  town,  camping  at  Co'nyers  Station,  thirty 
miles  from  Atlanta  by  railroad. 

November  18. — Division  moved  at  6  a.  m.;  marched  sixteen  miles, 
crossing  Yellow  River  and  Ulcofauhachee;  camped  half  a  mile  east 
of  latter  stream.  Troops  destroyed  thiee  miles  of  railroad  east  from 
Covington;  trains  passed  through  town. 
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November  19. — Division  moved  at  G  a.  in.;  niarclied  twenty  miles, 
passing  tlirongli  Sandtown,  or  ^N'ewborn,  eamping  one  mile  from  Shady 
Grove. 

November  20  (Sunday). — Division  moved  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  fourteen 
miles,  camping  one  mile  west  of  Little,  or  Eatonton,  Factories,  burning 
them. 

November  21. — Division  moved  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  twelve  miles; 
camped  south  of  Cedar  Creek;  rained  most  of  the  day;  roads  very 
heav}";  a  number  of  mules  brought  into  camp. 

November  22. — In  camp ;  Third  and  First  Divisions  and  ])ontoon  train 
passed  to  our  front;  General  Sherman  stopped  two  hours  and  a  half, 
and  General  Davis  took  dinner  witli  us.  Sherman  was  in  fine  spirits; 
told  story  of  the  soldier  foraging  liberally,  and  that  no  one  could  tell 
where  this  army  would  concentrate. 

November  23. — Division  moved  at  G  a.  m. ;  marched  fourteen  miles, 
camping  two  miles  from  Milled geville;  Twentieth  Corps  in  town;  First 
and  Third  Divisions  in  our  front. 

November  21 . — Division  moved  at  10  a.  m.;  marched  ten  miles,  pass¬ 
ing  through  Milledgeville,  crossing  Oconee  Kiver  and  passing  Third 
Division.  Band  of  First  Brigade  played  ^^DLxie”  as  the  column  passed 
the  capitol.  Headquarters  at  Brundage’s  plantation. 

November  25. — Division  moved  at  G  a.  m. ;  marched  twelve  miles, 
crossing  Buffalo  Creek,  which  was  pontooned;  trains  late  into  camp. 

November  26. — Division  moved  at  G  a.  m;  marched  six  miles  to  8an- 
dersville;  advance  met  AVheeleFs  cavalry  one  mile  and  a  half  from 
town.  Stragglers  and  foragers  put  on  a  skirmish  line,  with  wliich  they 
were  pushed  to  the  edge  of  town,  where  one  regiment  was  deployed  and 
the  town  cleared.  One  man  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Oliio  killed 
and  one  other  wounded.  Camped  by  10  o’clock  in  town. 

November  27. — Division  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  following  Third  Division, 
leaving  main  train  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Coe,  taking  the  Augusta 
road;  then  the  right  on  Louisville  road;  stopped  for  dinner  at  William¬ 
son’s  Swam]),  crossing  it  at  Chickasaw  Ford;  marched  seventeen  miles, 
camx)ing  on  Hodgson’s  plantation;  300  negroes;  580  bales  of  cotton 
burned;  storeroom  with  books,  &c.,  from  Savannah  destroyed;  crossed 
Ogeechee  Biver  this  afternoon. 

November  28. — Division  moved  at  G  a.  m. ;  marched  nine  miles,  cross¬ 
ing  liocky  Comfort  Creek,  over  which  the  bridge  was  burned.  The 
rear  of  the  division  got  over  a  little  after  dark.  General  was  a  long 
while  finding  his  headquarters;  caiiq)  at  Louisville. 

November  29. — Division  in  camp;  Lieutenant  Coe, with  trains,  arrived 
at  1  1).  m.;  Twentieth  Corps  i)assed  to  the  right  on  road  No.  10; 
foragers  driven  in  on  the  left,  many  of  them  intoxicated.  Discovered 
in  the  evening  that  my  trunk  had  been  left  at  William  G.  Brown’s,  at 
Sandersville. 

November  30. — In  camp;  AVheeler’s  cavalry  in  our  front  drove  in 
our  foragers  early  in  the  morning.  Colonel  Langley,  with  four  regi¬ 
ments,  sent  out  oil  the  left,  who  killed  one  captain  and  two  men. 
Ijieutenant  Coe,  with  five  wagons  and  five  comjianies,  were  attacked 
a  short  distance  from  picket-line;  Captain  Duiqihy,  Tenth  Michigan, 
drove  the  enemy  back,  killing  three  and  Avounding  four,  Avhi(;h  broke 
them,  so  that  he  saved  the  fiA^e  Avagons  and  companies;  Avmunded  rebels 
rei)orted  them  tAvo  brigades  strong. 

December  1. — Division  moved  at  B)  a.  m.,  taking  charge  of  Third 
Division  transiiortation,  Avhich  ])assed  to  our  front,  then  on  a  road  to 
our  left;  marclied  tAvelve  miles,  canqiing  on  Baker’s  Creek. 
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December  2. — Division  moved  at  8  a.  m.;  marclied  ten  miles,  camping 
in  rear  ot  Twentietli  Corps,  two  miles  northeast  of  Birdville. 

December  3. — Division  moved  at  8  a.  m. ;  marched  ten  miles,  crossing- 
Buck  Head  Creek  on  pontoons;  negroes  stopxied,  near  500;  Fourteenth 
Michigan  left  to  (;ome  up  with  Colonel  Buell ;  camped  near  Lumpkin’s 
Station,  Augusta  and  Millen  railroad. 

December  4. — Division  moved  at  ().30  a.  m..  Second  Brigade  in 
advance;  took  dinner  at  Hargrove’s  plantation,  eight  miles  east  of  rail¬ 
road;  made  a  day’s  march  of  fourteen  miles;  passed  through  town  of 
Habersham. 

December  5. — Division  moved  at  0.30  a.  m.;  marched  sixteen  miles, 
camiiing  at  Buck  Creek  Post-Office,  six  miles  from  Savannah  Eiver, 
at  the  mouth  of  Brier  Creek. 

December  (j. — Division  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.;  marched  eighteen  miles, 
camping  at  a  swamp,  Avhere  the  road  was  liadly  obstructed. 

December  7. — Division  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.;  marched  fifteen  miles, 
camping  at  Eohrer’s  plantation,  two  miles  from  Ebenezer  Creek,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  Savannah  Kiver,  and  twenty-six  miles  from 
Savannah.  Passed  two  swamps  Avhich  were  badly  obstructed  by  fallen 
timber. 

December  8. — Division  moved  at  10  a.  m. ;  crossed  Large  Ebenezer  and 
waited  till  3  p.  m.  for  Colonel  Buell  to  pontoon  Little  Ebenezer ;  then 
crossed  and  marched  four  miles;  at  dark  were  ordered  back  to  Little 
Ebenezer;  Second  and  Third  Brigades  encamped  north  and  First  Bri¬ 
gade  and  battery  south  of  creek.  Colonel  Buell  was  all  night  and  till 
10  a.  m.  making  a  bridge  over  Large  Ebenezer;  marched  twelve  miles. 

December  9. — I  )i vision  moA^ed  at  7  a.  m.  from  Little  Ebenezer ;  marched 
eight  miles,  building  two  bridges;  struck  rebel  works  fourteen  miles 
from  Savannah ;  Lieutenant  Coe,  com  man  ding  battery,  killed.  Went  into 
camp  at  dark,  one  mile  from  rebel  AAmrks ;  headquarters  at  Cuyler’s  plan¬ 
tation.  Many  old  papers  found  in  the  house;  Doctor  Watson  got  a 
deed  dated  December  5,  1758;  heavy  cannonading  toAvard  Savannah. 

Dece^nber  10. — Division  moved  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  four  miles,  camp¬ 
ing  at  the  Ten-Mile  house.  Kebels  left  our  front  last  night;  Twentieth 
Corps  passed  on  toward  toAvn,  road  joining  at  this  point.  Heavy  can¬ 
nonading  most  of  the  day  toward  Savannah. 

Decei)Aer  11. — Beceived  orders  at  7.30  a.  m.  for  the  division  to  move 
to  the  right  of  TAventieth  Corps.  Marched  five  miles  to  the  front,  then 
passed  to  the  right,  crossing  Macon  railroad,  and  a  mile  to  the  front  on 
Milledgeville  road,  Avhere  Ave  relieA^ed  a  division  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  Avith  First  and  Second  Brigades;  Third  Brigade,  in  reserve,  save 
one  regiment  taken  by  Cai)tain  Munson  on  picket;  SeATUiteenth  Corps 
moved  round  to  the  right. 

December  12. — Second  Brigade  relieved  by  part  of  TAventieth  Corps 
and  moved  to  the  right  of  First  Brigade,  Third  Brigade  destroying 
railroad  in  afternoon.  Hospital  and  supply  trains  came  up  during  the 
day;  had  got  into  a  bad  sAvamp  the  night  before  by  orders  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Davis.  Gun-boat  driven  up  the  river  and  one  transport  captured 
by  Twentieth  Corps. 

December  13. — Part  of  Third  Brigade  destroying  railroad  in  the  fore¬ 
noon;  Avagon  train  sent  to  the  river  for  rice.  General,  and  Captains 
Pace  and  Stinson  visited  a  rice  idantation  and  the  riA'er  this  afternoon ; 
first  sight  of  Savannah. 

December  14. — General  Sherman’s  order  announcing  tlie  capture  of 
Fort  McAllister  and  opening  of  communication  Avith  Commodores 
Farragut  and  Porter  and  Foster’s  army  received;  no  change  of  troops. 
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Report  of  Col.  Robert  F.  Smith,  Sixteenth  Illinois  1  n  fcintry,  eommamling 

First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. 

Captain 

Alter  liaviiig  been  furnished  with  clothing  the  command  broke  cam]) 
on  tlie  day  following  [November  16],  and  marched  through  Decatur, 
from  there  to  Lithonia  Station.  Here  the  work  of  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road  was  resumed.  The  track  was  torn  up,  the  ties  burnt,  and  the  rails 
bent  and  twisted.  From  Lithonia  to  Conyers,  and  farther  to  Covington, 
the  Georgia  Central  Kailroad  was  most  eftectually  destroyed.  On  the 
23d  of  November  the  command  arrived  at  JVIilledgeville.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  passed  through  the  town,  crossed  the  Oconee  Kiver  on  the 
old  bridge  and  the  eastern  branch  on  pontoons.  On  approaching 
Sandersville,  N’ovember  26,  in  the  morning,  some  rebel  cavalry  tried  to 
o])pose  our  march,  but  were  dislodged  and  forced  back  by  our  advance 
guard  and  two  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Illinois  and  Seventeenth  New 
York  Infantry,  who,  having  marched  ahead  of  the  column  for  forage, 
were  ordered  ii\)  on  the  skirmish  line  and  did  good  service.  The  com¬ 
mand  remained  at  Sandersville  over  night,  and  resumed  the  march  on 
the  following  morning.  The  Ogeechee  River  and  its  tributaries  were 
crossed  without  any  considerable  difficulty,  and  in  the  evening,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  the  troops  i)assed  through  Louisville  and  went  into  camp.  Here 
the  command  remained  during  the  following  two  days.  The  rebel  cav-- 
airy  annoyed  our  pickets  and  came  near  capturing  a  foraging  party  of 
the  Seventeenth  Regiment  New  York  Infantry,  but  for  the  prompt 
action  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Martin,  who  brought  the  whole  regiment 
out  in  time  to  save  the  foraging  party.  Several  rebels  were  killed  and 
wounded  by  our  pickets  on  November  30. 

On  the  1st  of  December  the  command  left  Louisville,  and  after  cross¬ 
ing  several  creeks  entered  the  pine  country,  passed  Habersham  and 
Jacksonborough,  and  on  the  8th  of  December  struck  the  Savannah 
River  and  crossed  Ebenezer  Creek.  Here  a  rebel  gun-boat  threw  a 
few  shells  at  our  column,  doing  no  damage.  In  the  afternoon,  Decem¬ 
ber  0,  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  erected  a  battery  at  the  point 
where  the  Middle  Ground  and  river  roads  meet.  Some  cannonading 
took  ])lace  in  the  evening.  This  brigade  was  encami^ed  near  the  rebel 
works  over  night.  In  the  morning  the  x)Osition  was  found  evacuated 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  column  moved  on  to  Monteith  Station,  on  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  and  the  Alilledgeville  road,  and 
took  up  a  i)osition  between  tlie  last-named  road  and  the  Ogeechee 
Canal.  In  this  position  the  command  remained  until  the  evacuation  of 
Savannah.  The  operations  in  front  of  Savannah  were,  from  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  limited  to  some  attempts  to  push  forward  sharpshooters 
To  cover  the  guns  of  a  rebel  battery  which  commanded  the  Milledge- 
ville  road  and  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  track.  A  deep  swamp  in 
our  front  was  found  impassable,  and  breast- works  thrown  up  in  the  road 
proved  of  little  use,  as  the  <?aliber  of  their  guns  enabled  the  enemy  to 
demolish  them  in  short  time.  A  breast- work  for  a  battery  and  a  rifle- 
l)it  constriK'ted  by  Maj.  J.  H.  McDonald  would  probably  have  had  suf¬ 
ficient  power  to  resist  the  rebel  balls,  but  was  not  completed  until  the 

*For  portiou  of  report  (here  omitted)  relutiiig  to  operations  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  036. 
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iiiglit  before  tlie  enemy  retreated.  The  rebel  batteries  kept  up  a  desul¬ 
tory  lire  day  and  night,  throwing  shot  and  shell,  grape  and  canister, 
but  the  intervening  woods  prevented  them  from  getting  an  accurate 
range  of  our  position,  and  consequently  no  harm  was  done  except  in 
one  case,  where  a  man  of  the  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry  was 
struck  by  a  solid  shot  which  tore  off  one  of  his  legs,  causing  his  death 
on  the  following  day.  A  splinter  of  a  tree,  cut  off  by  the  same  ball, 
slightly  wounded  another  man  of  the  same  regiment.  F or  other  cas¬ 
ualties  on  this  march  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  casualties 
already  forwarded. 

With  the  exception  of  four  days’  rations  of  bread  and  meal,  and 
about  half  rations  of  sugar  and  coffee,  this  command  drew  all  its  sub¬ 
sistence  from  the  country  after  leaving  Atlanta.  The  exact  amount  of 
supplies  of  every  kind  drawn  from  the  country  cannot  be  ascertained, 
but  it  may  be  estimated  as  equivalent  to  about  65,000  rations.  Of 
forage  not  even  an  approximate  estimate  can  be  had,  the  number  of 
horses  and  mules  in  the  command  varying  daily,  almost  hourly.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  reports  from  the  different  regiments  of  this  brigade  110  mules 
and  61  horses  were  captured.  The  number  of  negroes  who  followed 
the  column  cannot  be  ascertained  with  anything  like  accuracy.  It  may 
be  safely  stated,  however,  that  not  less  than  100  colored  i^ersons  were 
with  the  brigade  on  arriving  in  front  of  Savannah.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Tenth  liegimeiit  Michigan  Infantry  reports  two  cotton 
gins  destroyed  by  his  command,  the  only  instance  known  to  me  of  such 
occurrence.  At  Saodersville  three  or  four  bales  of  cotton  were  found 
hidden  in  a  field  and  destroyed.  Of  railroad  track  this  command 
destroyed  about  twelve  miles  at  nearest  com])utation. 

On  the  22d  of  December  the  army  entered  the  city  of  Savannah  and 
this  brigade  was  mov(‘d  to  its  present  location. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  F.  SMITH, 
Colonel^  Com  m andiiu). 

Capt.  T.  Wiseman, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Second  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  66. 

Report  of  Capt.  Fhen  White,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  f January  1,  1865.*. 

The  regiment  was  here  [Atlanta]  clothed  and  equipped,  and  marched 
on  November  16,  following  the  Oeorgia  railroad  to  Covington,  Ga., 
from  thence  to  Milledgeville,  and  from  tliat  place  in  a  soutlieasterly 
direction  to  the  Savannah  Fiver,  and  down  the  right  bank  of  that 
stream  to  the  city  of  Savannah,  which  place  was  invested  on  the  11th 
and  oc(‘Ui)ied  on  the  21st  of  December,  1864. 

Subsistence. — After  leaving  Atlanta  there  was  issued  to  the  regijuent 
but  three  days’  rations  of  hard  bread  and  sugar  and  ten  days’  rations 
of  coffee.  The  men  obtained  ail  other  necessary  articles  of  subsistence 
and  many  luxuries  in  the  greatest  abundance  from  tlie  country  along 
the  route,  which  afforded  sweet  potatoes,  chickens,  turkeys,  and  other 
provisions  in  larger  (piantities  than  could  be  cousumed  by  the  men. 

*  For  ])()rti()n  of  rei)oi  t  (here  omitted)  relatiiij^  to  operatioiiH  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alaljama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  j).  037. 
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Horses,  mules,  (be. — The  regiment  ctiptiired  on  the  recent  campaign 
10  horses  and  20  mides,  most  of  which  Avere  nnnsnally  large  and  in 
splendid  condition.  But  few  cattle  or  sheep  were  taken  more  than  the 
regiment  required  for  its  own  use. 

Negroes. — There  accompanied  the  regiment  to  the  city  of  Savannah 
only  six  negroes  (males)^  all  of  whom  are  used  by  officers  as  servants. 
Large  numbers  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  were  prohibited  from  follow¬ 
ing  the  command,  in  obedience  to  stringent  orders  issued  on  that  sub¬ 
ject  from  superior  headquarters. 

Railroads,  (be.,  destroyed. — The  regiment  ou  the  march  from  Carters- 
villeto  Savannah  destroyed  about  three  miles  of  railroad  and  one  rail¬ 
road  bridge  over  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek.  Large  quantities  of  fence  rails 
were  burned;  no  cotton  gins  nor  iiresses  were  destroyed  by  the  regi¬ 
ment. 

Kespectfull V  submi tted . 

EBEN  WHITE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  John  P.  Hollers, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  2d  Dir.,  14th  Army  Corps. 
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Report  of  Maj.  James  H.  McDonald,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry. 


Hdqrs.  Sixtieth  Illinois  Veteran  Yol.  Infantry, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. 


Sir:* 


On  November  16, 1864,  marched  from  Atlanta  on  the  Augusta  road,  via 
Covington,  Milledgeville,  Sandersville,  Louisville,  and  thence  to  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga.,  a  distance  of  310  miles.  Struck  the  enemy’s  lines  three  miles 
from  the  city  on  the  llth  of  December,  1864.  On  the  march  we  for¬ 
aged  liberally  off  the  country;  vsubsisted  off  the  country  twenty  days. 
Captured  21  mules,  20  horses,  and  25  negroes.  All  property  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  proper  authority.  Loss  on  the  entire  march,  1  man 
captured,  1  died  of  disease.  Total  distance  marched,  551  miles;  total 
distance  by  railroad,  380  miles;  grand  total,  031  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  MCDONALD, 

Major,  Conidg.  Sixtieth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infa7itry. 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 


No.  68. 

Repoi't  of  Capt.  Charles  II.  Richman,  Teiith  Michigaii  Infa^itry. 

Hdqrs.  Tenth  Michigan  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. \ 
November  .14,  marched  at  5  a.  m.;  passed  Big  Shanty  at  8.15;  moved 
to  the  right  of  Kenesaw  Mountain;  went  into  camp  five  miles  from 

*For  portion  of  report  (hero  omitted)  rcLitiiigto  operations  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alahama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  ]).  0:18. 

IFor  portion  of  report  (liere  omitted)  relating  to  operations  in  Nortli  Georgia  and 
and  North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  P4rt  1,  p.  0:18. 
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(Jhattalioocliee  River  at  4.30  p.  m.  November  15,  marched  at  0  a.  m.; 
readied  Atlanta  2  p.  m.;  went  southeast  of  city  and  camped;  drew 
clothing  and  rations.  November  10,  were  ordered  to  move  at  7  a.  m., 
but  did  not  [get]  started  till  11  a.  m. ;  went  on  Augusta  road  to  right 
of  Stone  Mountain;  camped  at  7  p.  in.  November  17,  moved  at  0.30  a. 
ni.;  reached  Lithonia  1.15  p.  in.;  went  three  miles  farther  and  com¬ 
menced  destruction  of  railroad ;  burned  about - ;  went  into  camp  at 

Conyers  Station  at  7  ]).  in.  November  18,  marched  at  0  a.  m.;  were 
train  guards;  reached  Covington  1.15  p.  in. ;  here  left  the  railroad  to  our 
left  and  went  toward  Eaton  ton ;  camped  at  4p.  in.  November  19,  marched 
at  0  a.  m.;  rainy  ;  made  camp  at  4.30  p.  m.  November  20,  marched  at 
0.45  a.  m.;  were  in  advance  of  the  corps;  went  to  one  mile  of  Eatonton 
Factory.  November  21,  moved  at  0.45  a.  in.;  camped  at  sundown  at 
Cedar  Creek.  November  23,  started  at  0  a.  in.;  camped  at  sundown 
two  miles  from  Milledgeville.  November  24,  moved  at  9.40  a.  m.; 
reached  Milledgeville  10.20;  crossed  Oconee  River  and  went  into  camp 
six  miles  from  town.  November  25,  marched  at  0  a.  m.;  camped  from 
7  to  10.30  p.  m.  six  miles  from  Sandersville;  Avere  train  guards. 
NoA^ember  20,  marched  at  0.15  a.  m.;  went  into  town  9.15  ;  went  to  east 
side  of  toAVii  aiid  camped.  November  27,  marched  at  0  a.  m.;  camped 
at  sundoAvn.  November  28,  moved  at  7  a.  m.;  camped  at  8.30  p.  m. 
one  mile  east  of  Louisville;  here  remained  until  December  1.  The 
regiment  had  three  companies  on  grand  guard  east  of  camp,  when  were 

attacked  by  about - mounted  infantry.  Our  men  charged  and  drove 

them  across  an  open  field,  AA^here  they  rallied  and  tried  to  drive  our 
men  back,  but  failed.  The  enemy  lost  three  killed  and  seAmral  Avounded. 
No  loss  on  our  side. 

December  1,  started  at  12  m. ;  went  into  (*amp  7.30  p.  m.  December 
2,  moved  at  9  a.  m. ;  Avere  train  guards;  halted  about  sundown.  De¬ 
cember  3,  marched  at  10  a.m.;  Avere  train  guards;  Avent  into  cam]) 
betAveen  11  p.  m.  and  2  a.  m.  the  4th.  December  4,  started  about  8  a. 
m.;  crossed  the  Augusta  railroad  at  10  a.  m.;  went  into  camp  at  7  p. 
m.  December  5,  moA^ed  at  0.30  a.  m.;  went  into  camp  at  Buck  Creek, 
on  old  RiA^er  road;  regiment  on  grand  guard.  December  6,  brigade 
in  rear;  moved  at  10  a.  m.;  Avent  into  camp  at  9  p.  in.  December  7, 
moA^ed  at  7.30;  camped  near  Ebenezer  Creek  soon  after  dark.  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  marched  at  10  a.  m. ;  Avent  about  seven  miles  and  camped,  where 
remained  until  8.30  p.  m. ;  then  went  back  three  miles;  moved  Anry  sIoay; 
camped  at  11.30  p.  ni.  December  9,  moved  at  7.30  a.  m. ;  made  cam]) 
at  4  p.  m.  December  10,  moved  at  7.30;  AAmit  to  railroad  and  remained 
until  3.30,  when  Avent  on  grand  guard  on  Augusta  road.  December  11, 
atOa.m.Avererelieved;  went  to  Conyer’s,  and  on  toward  Savannah ;  went 
to  five  miles  of  toAvn ;  crossed  to  right  of  Georgia  Central  Railroad;  Avent 
into  i)Osition  near  Telfair  Station,  and  about  four  miles  and  a  iialf  from 
the  city;  no  calls  alloAved  to  be  sounded  or  camp  fires  at  night.  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  had  orders  to  lay  out  (*am])  in  regular  order.  December  10 
and  20,  regiment  on  grand  guard.  December  21,  had  orders  to  be 
ready  to  moA^e  at  8  a.  m.,  but  did  not  start  until  about  9  a.  m.  the  22d; 
Avent  about  one  mile  and  a  half  nearer  the  city  and  AA'ent  into  camp. 

Distance  marched  during  the  month  of  October,  210  miles;  NoA^em- 
ber,  233  miles;  December,  120  miles;  total,  509  miles. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

CHAS.  II.  RICIIMAN, 

( \(  pi  a  ill,  ( loin  III  and  i  up  Rcpimenf. 

Capt.  John  V.  Hollers, 

Avfinp  Assistant  A(tjutant-(}nivral,  First  Fripade,  dr. 
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Amount  of  fonuje  and  suhmstence,  fc.,  captured  hij  the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantrg  Vet¬ 
eran  Volunteers  during  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  da. 


Flour . pounds . .  3,  300 

Corn  meal . do -  5,300 

Suo-ar  . do -  250 

Salt . do -  450 

Fork  (live  hogs) . do -  10,000 

Beef  (on  foot) . do -  1,000 

Kice.. . do _  700 

Sirup . gallons . .  335 

l\esi)ectfiilly  submitted. 


Long  forage . 

Short  forage . 

Horses  captured . 

.pounds. . 
...do.... 

6,  000 
5,  000 
19 
23 

Mules  cantured _ 

Negroes  that  followed  regiment.. 
Cotton  o-ins  burned _ 

20 

2 

Railroad  destroyed . 

, .  .miles. . 

H 

CHAS.  H.  RICHMAN, 
(Utpialn,  Commanding  Eegimcnt. 


Headquarters  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry, 

Nettr  tSavannah,  January  3,  1865. 


N  o.  (19. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joel  O.  Martin.  iSerenteenth  yen'  Yorlc  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Regt.  New  York  Vet.  Yoes., 

Camp,  near  tlavanntdt,  December  30,  1864. 

Captain 

Fitted  out  my  comumnd  with  clotliiug  during-  the  night,  and  the 
next  jnorning-  [November  16]  we  were  ready  for  another  camxiaign.  Left 
xVtlanta  at  U  p.  m.  November  16;  worked  of  tearing  up  the  railroad 
from  Atlanta  to  Covington.  November  17  and  18,  without  rations  or 
eliance  to  forage.  November  24,  marched  through  the  city  of  Milledge- 
ville.  November  26,  Captain  Wilde,  Comx)any  A,  of  my  regiment,  was 
placed  on  the  skirmish  line  at  Sanclersville  by  Ceneral  Morgan;  had 
a  lively  little  skirmish  with  the  enemy  and  were  among  the  first  to 
enter  the  town.  November  28,  went  into  camii  near  Louisville,  where 
we  remained  till  December  1.  On  the  30th  I  sent  out  a  foraging  party 
of  forty  men  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Magee.  1  soon  learned  that 
a  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  had  come  between  them  and  our  i)icket 
and  that  they  were  cut  off.  I  endeavored  to  make  my  way  to  them, 
l)ut  was  unable  to  do  so.  The  enemy  chased  me  back  to  the  picket¬ 
line,  where  three  of  them  were  killed.  I  found  that  my  little  party  of  ^ 
foragers  were  fighting  against  a  greatly  superior  force;  that  their 
retreat  was  comxiletely  cut  oft  and  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  cax)tured.  There  was  no  time  to  report  these  facts  to  my  com¬ 
manding  officer.  I  was  satisfied  that  my  foraging  fiarty  were  lost  if 
tliey  did  not  have  immediate  assistance.  I  moved  my  regiment  out 
ra])idly,  sending  word  to  Colonel  Smith  of  my  movements.  Found  the 
])i('kets  driven  back  and  the  enemy  occui)ying  their  xmsition.  Formed 
line  and  advanced  ra|)idly  upon  the  enemy.  They  fell  back  before  us 
about  half  a  mile,  uncovering  my  foraging  party  and  giving  them  a 
chance  to  Join  uS.  Awaited  orders  from  (leneral  Morgan  and  moved 
back  to  cam]).  Nothing  of  special  interest  took  place  on  the  march 
from  Louisville  to  the  front  of  Savannah.  Reached  the  latter  jilace 
December  12.  Threw  up  an  earth- work  in  front  of  my  cami).  My  com¬ 
mand  was  employe<l  in  this  work,  making  fascanes,  i)icket  duty,  &c., 

*For  ]>oi  ti()u  of  re))ort  (hero  omitted)  relatiu^  to  oi)ei-atioii8  iii  North  Gcorghi  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  I’art  1,  p.  633. 
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till  the  tall  of  Savauuali,  December  21.  I  should  judge  my  command 
had  torn  up  four  or  five  miles  of  railroad  altogether,  captured  about  30 
mules  and  10  liorses,  no  cattle;  no  cotton  gins  were  destroyed;  no 
negroes  Avere  allowed  to  folloAY  the  regiment  except  those  employed 
as  officers’  servants. 

From  the  time  we  left  Atlanta,  November  16,  till  December  12  my 
command  received  from  the  Government  but  four  days’  rations  of  bread 
and  meal  and  about  half  rations  of  sugar  aud  coffee.  The  rest  of  the 
ibod  Av  hich  the  nieu  liad  Avas  picked  up  by  foraging  parties  along  the 
line  of  march  sent  out  from  the  regiment.  All  the  forage  for  the 
animals  from  the  time  Ave  left  Atlanta  till  the  fall  of  Savannah  Avas 
gathered  in  the  country. 

I  had  2  men  Avounded  and  1  killed  in  front  of  Savannah. 

The  regiment  left  Atlanta  September  28  Avith  aggregate  strength  of 
307;  arrived  in  front  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  12  with  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  356,  showing  a  gain  of  49. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  MARTIN, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventeenth  Lfew  Yorh  Veteran  Vols. 

Capt.  John  P.  Hollers, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  2d  IHv.,  14th  Army  Cori)s. 


No.  70. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  8.  Pearce,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  com 
manding  Second  Brigade. 

IIdors.  Second  Brig,,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

In  Camp,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  31,  1864. 

Captain:* 

November  14,  marched  twenty  miles  toward  Atlanta,  Ga.,  passing  to 
the  right  of  Marietta,  Ga.  November  15,  arrived  iu  Atlanta  after 
marching  tAvelve  miles.  Here  Ave  remained  until  the  folio Aviug  day, 
November  16,  Avhen,  in  pursuance  of  previous  orders  from  the  com- 
maiidiiig  general-in-chief,  Ave  took  uii  our  line  of  march  at  11  o’clock  on 
the  Decatur  road  for  what  had  been  before  announced  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  119,  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
in  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  8,  1864 — a  departure  from  our 
present  base  and  a  long  and  difficult  march  to  a  new  one,  and  after 
marching  eleven  miles  encamped  for  the  night  three  miles  southeast  of 
Decatur,  passing  through  that  place  late  in  the  afternoon.  November 
17,  marching  through  Lithonia,  encamped  Avithin  a  mile  of  Conyers,  dis¬ 
tance  eighteen  miles,  destroying  three-(|uarters  of  a  mile  of  railroad.  On 
the  morning  of  the  18th  Ave  crossed  Yellow  River  on  ])ontoons,  and  pass¬ 
ing  through  Covington,  the  county  seat  of  Newton  County,  Ga.,  Ave 
crossed  the  Ulcofauhachee  River,  and  after  destroying  half  a  mile  of 
railroad  encamped  one  mile  beyond  that  river,  having  marched  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  eighteen  miles.  November  19,  marched  seventeen  miles  and 
bivouacked  south  of  SandtoAvn.  November  20,  marched  eighteen  miles 
and  bivouacked  within  three  miles  of  Eatonton.  November  21,  marched 
ten  miles,  crossing  Murder  Creek,  and  Avent  into  camp,  there  reimdniiig 
until  the  morning  of  the  23d;  \mry  cold.  November  23,  ])assing 

*  For  i)oitioii  of  re])ort  (here  oiiiitted)  relating  to  operations  in  Nortli  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  sec  Vol.  XXXIX,  I’art  I,  p.  010. 
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through  one  of  Howell  Cobb’s  plantations,  we  inarched  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Milledgeville,  Ga.;  distance 
inarched,  fifteen  miles.  On  the  following  day  we  passed  through  Mil- 
ledgeville  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  eight  miles  beyond  the  Oconee 
River,  which  stream  we  crossed  about  midday.  On  the  following  day 
we  marched  twelve  miles,  crossing  Buffalo  Creek  on  iiontoons,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  November  26,  marched  toward  Sanders- 
ville,  Washington  County,  Ga.,  and  when  within  about  two  miles 
of  that  place  we  met  enemy’s  cavalry.  The  brigade  having  the 
advance  that  day  I  was  ordered  by  General  Morgan,  commanding  the 
division,  to  send  forward  a  regiment  to  support  the  skirmish  line  which 
had  been  formed  from  the  several  foraging  parties  of  the  division.  The 
One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Ohio  Yolunteer  Infantr.y,  commanded 
by  Captain  Jones,  being  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  1  sent  it  forward, 
when  the  skirmishers  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  through  the  town, 
this  regiment  following  and  being  the  first  to  enter  the  place.  We 
marched  ten  miles  this  day  and  encamped  a  short  distance  east  of  San- 
dersville.  November  27,  marched  sixteen  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night  within  three  miles  of  the  Ogeechee  River.  November  28, 
resumed  march  early  in  the  morning,  and  crossing  Rocky  Comfort 
Creek  encamped  one  mile  beyond  Louisville  5  distance  marched,  ten 
miles.  On  following  day  went  into  canip  and  here  remained  until 
December  1.  On  November  80  Captain  Watson,  One  hundred  and 
thirteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Yolunteer  Infantry,  having  been  Sent  out 
with  six  companies  of  the  regiment  as  train  guard,  met  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  and  after  a  lively  skirmish  with  them  was  driven  back  to 
the  picket-line,  losing  2  wounded  and  7  men  prisoners.  The  balance 
of  the  brigade  having  been  ordered  out  by  General  Morgan  to  their 
sui)port,  the  enemy  soon  dispersed,  when  we  returned  to  camx). 

December  1,  marching  eleven  miles,  encamped  for  the  night.  On  the 
following  day  the  brigade  was  rear  guard  for  the  train,  and  owing  to 
broken  bridges,  swamps,  and  bad  roads,  tlie  command,  with  the  train, 
did  not  get  into  camp  until  2  o’ckx^k  the  folloAving  morning;  distance 
marched,  twelve  miles.  On  the  following  day,  December  8,  marched 
sixteen  miles  toward  Savannah  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near 
Lumpkin’s  Station,  on  the  Augusta  and  Waynesborough  Railroad. 
December  4,  marched  eighteen  miles,  passing  through  the  town  of 
Habersham,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  December  5,  was  again  train 
guard  and  marched  sixteen  miles,  encamping  near  Buck  Head  Creek 
Church.  On  this  march  we  met  with  considerable  obstructions  from  the 
enemy,  but  they  were  soon  removed  by  our  troops.  December  6,  marched 
sixteen  miles  toward  Savannah,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  main 
Savannah  and  Augusta  road.  December  7,  roads  blockaded,  obstruc¬ 
tions  removed,  and  the  brigade  marched  twelve  miles,  encamping  near 
Little  Ebenezer  Creek.  On  the  following  day  we  crossed  Little  and  Big 
Ebenezer  Creeks,  and  after  marching  four  miles  beyond  the  latter  stream, 
we  countermarched  and  returned  to  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
Lbenezer  Church;  distance  in  all  marched,  fourteen  miles.  December 
fi,  marcthed  nine  miles  toward  Savannah,  encountering  rebel  artillery. 
De(!ember  i(),marclied  four  miles  to  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad 
and  went  into  (^amp.  On  the  following  morning  the  brigade  marched 
five  miles  toward  Savannah  and  relieved  a  brigade  of  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  where  it 
remained  until  the  evening  of  tlie  12th,  wlien,  by  ord(^rs  from  General 
Alorgan,  it  relieved  the  Fii’st  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps,  on  the  right  of  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Railroad,  wliere  we 
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remaiued  until  the  fall  of  Savanuali,  which  took  place  on  the  morning 
of  the  21  st  instant.  On  the  following  day  we  moved  to  our  present 
camp,  within  one  mile  and  three-quarters  of  Savannah.  During  the 
cami^aign  to  Florence,  Ala.,  and  to  the  time  of  our  return  to  Atlanta — 
in  all,  forty-six  days — there  were  regularly  issued  to  the  brigade  thirty- 
five  days’  rations  hard  bread,  corn  meal,  and  Hour;  thirteen  days’  ra¬ 
tions  salt  meat;  twenty-eight  days’  rations  fresh  beef — total  meat,  forty- 
one  days;  thirty- five  day  s’ rations  coffee;  thirty-four  days’ rations  brown 
sugar;  thirty  days’  rations  salt;  twenty  days’  rations  desiccated  pota¬ 
toes;  five  days’  rations  soap. 

The  country  tlirough  which  Ave  marched  in  the  North  Alabama  cam- 
paign,  as  a  general  thing,  and  especially  that  portion  lying  between 
Florence  and  Athens,  contained  large  quantities  of  meat,  breadstufi', 
and  forage  of  all  kinds,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  division  was  reason¬ 
ably  well  suiAplied  Avith  Government  rations,  and  the  close  proximity 
of  the  enemy  rendering  it  important  that  the  entire  (tommand  should  be 
held  well  together,  General  Morgan  did  not  permit  but  little  foraging 
to  be  done  until  we  arrived  at  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  Avhere  it  became  nec¬ 
essary,  oAving  to  the  scarcity  of  the  regular  rations.  Whilst  we  did  not, 
for  the  most  of  the  time,  want  for  enough  to  eat,  yet  for  the  reasons 
before  stated  there  was  much  suffering.  The  general  health  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  was  good,  lioweA^er. 

During  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to.Savannah,  and  ui)  to  the  time 
of  the  fall  of  the  (fity — a  period  of  thirty- six  days — the  brigade  received 
through  the  commissary  five  and  a  half  days’  rations  of  bread,  five 
and  a  half  days’  rations  of  salt  meat,  thirty-one  days’  rations  of  cof¬ 
fee,  eighteen  days’  rations  of  sugar,  twenty-four  days’  rations  of  salt, 
seven  and  three-quarters  days’  rations  of  pease,  one  day’s  rations  of 
pepper,  ten  days’  rations  of  soap.  These  were  all  the  rations  that  were 
issued.  The  balance  of  the  subsistence  for  the  brigade  was  drawn  from 
the  country  by  regularly  organized  foraging  parties. 

On  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  the  brigade  foraging 
party  consisted  of  a  certain  number  of  mounted  and  foot  soldiers  from 
each  regiment.  Over  each  regimental  detail  was  one  commissioned 
ofiicer  in  charge,  and  over  all  was  appointed  an  additional  officer,  who 
had  general  supervision  of  the  foraging  for  the  brigade.  The  country 
through  which  we  passed  abounding  in  all  kinds  of  meat^ — salt,  as  Avell 
fresh — SAveet  potatoes,  turnips,  and  other  vegetables;  molasses,  corn 
meal,  flour,  rice,  and  an  almost  inexhaustible  quantity  of  corn,  corn 
fodder,  oats — threshed  and  in  the  sheaf — it  was  A^ery  seldom,  indeed, 
that  the  foraging  party  failed  to  amxily  siipjAly  the  men  and  animals  of 
the  brigade  Avith  forage  and  provisions  for  each  day  they  had  not  the 
regular  ration.  Large  quantities  of  salt  were  found  on  the  march, 
and  near  Louisville  seA^eral  pounds  of  green  coffee.  During  the  entire 
march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  the  weather  AAms  fine:  the  roads, 
except  AAdien  passing  through  SAvamxAS,  good,  and  but  seldom  obstructed 
by  the  enemy,  and  then,  as  a  general  thing,  so  triflingly  that  but  little 
delay  AA^as  occasioned  thereby.  The  health  of  the  command  Avas  most 
excellent  and  the  spirits  buoyant,  but  A^ery  feAv,  if  any,  even  speculat¬ 
ing  of  disaster  or  failure  in  the  accomxflishment  of  that  Avhich  all  felt 
and  believed  Avould  be  a  severe  bloAA^  against  the  rebellion.  The  bri¬ 
gade  destroyed  in  all  about  fiA^e  miles  of  railroad  and  captin  ed  139  mules 
and  99  horses.  The  number  of  negroes  following  the  brigade  Avas  193. 
1  have  no  knoAvledge  of  the  destruction  of  any  cotton  gins  or  cotton  by 
my  command  or  any  ])ortion  of  it.  If  any  Avere  destroyed  by  any  por¬ 
tion  of  the  command  it  Avas  done  Avithout  my  order,  knoAvledge,  or  con- 
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sent,  and  I  am  satisfied  without  the  order,  knowledge,  or  consent  of 
tlie  regimental  commanders.  I  at  no  time  received  any  order  from  the 
corps  commander  (to  whom  alone  was,  by  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  120, 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  intrusted  the  power  to  destroy  such) 
for  the  destruction  of  any  cotton  gin  or  gins  or  cotton.  I  have,  there¬ 
fore,  none  to  report.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  even  apiiroxi- 
mate  to  a  correct  statement  of  the  forage  and  supplies  obtained  by  the 
brigade.  In  order  to  give  some  idea  of  the  amount,  I  have  already 
stated  the  number  of  days  for  which  we  were  fully  and  regularly 
rationed,  both  on  the  North  Alabama  campaign  and  the  campaign  to 
Savannah;  now  I  will  give  the  aggregate  number  of  officers  and  men, 
horses  and  mules  of  the  brigade  in  each  camiiaign,  then  add  that  of 
provisions  and  forage  gathered  from  the  country.  The  men  and  animals 
had  at  all  times  abundance.  The  aggregate  number  of  officers  and 
men  of  the  brigade  in  the  North  Alabama  campaign  was  1,600;  horses 
and  mules,  48,  for  which  forage  was  exclusively  drawn  from  the  coun¬ 
try.  In  the  latter  campaign  to  Savannah  the  aggregate  of  officers  and 
men  of  the  brigade  was  1,843;  horses  and  mules,  380,  for  all  of  which 
abundance  of  forage  and  provisions  was  at  all  times  obtained  from  the 
country  through  which  we  ijassed. 

Accomiianying  this  report  you  will  find  a  full  list  of  the  casualties 
in  the  brigade  from  the  29th  of  September  to  tlie  fall  of  Savannah.* 
The  total  number  of  miles  traveled  by  rail  by  the  brigade  on  the  North 
Alabama  campaign  was  334  miles;  total  number  of  miles  marched  on 
the  same  campaign  up  to  November  15,  when  the  brigade  arrived  at 
Atlanta,  134  miles;  total  number  of  miles  marched  on  the  campaign 
from  Atlaiita  to  Savannah  was  284  miles,  making  in  all  a  distance  of 
752  miles. 

I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  those  who  deserve  otherwise  were  I  to 
close  this  report  without  acknowledging  that  the  regimental  command¬ 
ers  of  this  brigade — Lieut.  Col.  M.  E.  Yernon,  Seventy-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry;  MaJ.  Frederick  Beck,  One  hundred  and  eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  Maj.  A.  B.  Kobinson,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  ;  Oapt.  Peter  Ege,  Thirty-fourth 
Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry;  Capt.  Toland  Jones,  One  hundred 
and  thirteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  Capt.  J.  E.  McLaughlin, 
Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry — have  at  ail  times  been  most 
prompt  in  the  execution  of  all  orders  intrusted  to  them,  and,  in  assisting 
along  the  trains,  removing  obstructions,  building  and  repairing  bridges, 
and  preserving  discipline  in  their  respective  commands,  displayed  a 
praiseworthy  energy  and  resolution. 

The  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  was  not  with 
the  brigade  on  the  Florence  campaign.  It  rejoined  the  command  on  the 
17th  of  November. 

Of  the  members  of  the  brigade  staff — Maj.  T.  B.  Williams,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  surgeon-in-chief;  Capt. 
J.  S.  Wilson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Capt.  J. 
Van  Brimer,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
assisrant  commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt.  Joseph  Swisher,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  acting  assistant  quarter¬ 
master;  Capt.  Hiram  J.  Craft,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Lifantry, 
acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  (1.  JI.  Eeynolds,  Seventy- 
eighth  Illinois,  provost-marshal;  First  Lieut.  W.  C.  Eobinson,  Thirty- 
fourth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Sec- 
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ond  Lieut.  O.  M.  Scott,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  acting  ordnance  officer — I  must  say  in  justice  to  them  they 
could  not  have  been  more  faithful,  vigilant,  prompt,  energetic,  and 
courteous  in  their  discharge  of  their  several  offices  than  they  have 
been. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  • 

[J.  S.  PEAECE, 
Lieutenant’ Colonel^  Commanding.] 

[Oapt.  T.  Wiseman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  71. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Maris  R.  Vernon.,  Seventy-eighth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-eighth  Eegt.  Illinois  Vol.  Infty., 

Savannahj  Ga„  lecemher  30,  1864. 

Captain 

Eeached  Atlanta  on  the  15th  [November] ;  here  drew  clothing,  and  on 
the  following  day  (16th)  started  upon  a  new  campaign;  marched  in  an 
easterly  course  ten  miles.  17th,  marched  seventeen  miles  in  southeast 
course;  destroyed  half  a  mile  of  railroad,  and  camped  for  the  night 
near  Conyers  Station.  18th,  continued  the- march  in  an  easterly  course, 
passing  through  Covington,  Newton  County;  destroyed  the  railroad 
one  mile  east  of  the  town;  marched  seventeen  miles  and  camped  for  tbe 
night  on  Ulcofauhachee  Kiver.  19th,  marched  southeast  twenty  miles; 
camped  near  Shady  Dale.  20th,  marched  seventeen  miles  and  camped 
four  miles  east  of  Eatonton.  21st,  marched  eleven  miles  and  camped 
on  Cedar  Creek;  rained  all  day.  22d,  remained  in  camp.  23d, 
marched  fourteen  miles  and  camped  two  miles  northwest  of  Milledge- 
ville.  24tli,  passed  through  Milledgeville  and  camped  six  miles  east 
of  it.  25th,  marched  in  an  easterly  course  nine  miles.  26th,  marched 
to  Sandersville,  county  seat  of  Washington  County,  distance,  six  miles, 
the  advance  driving  enemy’s  cavalry  out  of  the  town.  27th,  marched 
seventeen  miles,  crossed  Ogeechee  Eiver,  and  camped  two  miles  east 
of  it.  28th,  marched  eight  miles,  iiassed  through  Louisville,  county 
seat  of  Jefierson  County,  and  went  into  camp  one  mile  north  of  the 
town.  29th,  remained  in  camp.  30th,  ordered  out  on  Waynesborough 
road  to  the  relief  of  the  forage  party  reported  to  be  surrounded  by 
enemy’s  cavalry;  returned  to  camp  at  dark,  losing  eight  men  captured 
by  the  enemy.  In  justice  to  Captain  Akins,  commanding  forage  detach¬ 
ment  from  Seventy-eighth  Illinois,  I  must  say  it  was  through  no  neglect 
on  his  part  that  the  men  were  captured.  The  enemy,  vastly  superior 
in  number,  charged  upon  him  in  front  and  on  flank,  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  evaded  the  capture  of  his  whole  party.  As  it  was, 
he  reached  camp  with  the  loss  of  but  eight  men. 

December  1,  marched  in  a  southeast  coui  se  nine  miles  on  the  flank, 
guarding  wagon  trains.  2d,  marcdied  east  eight  miles,  guarding  train. 
3d,  marched  twelve  miles,  general  course  east.  4th,  marched  sixteen 
miles,  general  direction  east;  crossed  Savannah  and  Augusta  Railroad 

*  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  in  North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  642. 
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at  Lumpkin’s  Station;  still  guarding  train.  Stb^  marched  in  an  east¬ 
erly  course  seventeen  miles.  6th,  marched  in  southeasterly  course 
twenty  miles.  7th,  marched  in  soutlieasterly  course  fourteen  miles^  and 
camped  one  mile  from  Savannah  Eiver  and  twenty-seven  miles  from 
the  city.  8th,  moved  south  five  miles;  crossed  Ebenezer  Kiver,  enemy 
demonstrating  in  front.  9th,  moved  south  seven  miles;  struck  rebel 
fortifications  on  main  road  leading  to  Savannah.  lOth,  enemy  fell 
back  and  Ave  advanced  four  miles,  reaching  Savaunab  and  Charleston 
Kailroad.  11th,  moved  down  the  railroad  and  went  into  position,  re¬ 
lieving  a  part  of  the  Seventeeiith  Corps,  the  right  of  the  regiment 
resting  on  Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad  some  three  miles  from 
the  city.  December  12,  relieved  by  Twentieth  Corps  and  moved  with 
the  brigade  two  miles  to  the  right;  went  into  i)osition  with  the  right 
of  the  regiment  near  the  canal,  and  some  four  miles  from  the  city; 
remained  in  this  position  until  the  fall  of  Savannah. 

There  was  issued  to  the  regiment  by  the  brigade  commissary  from  and 
including  the  16th  of  NTovember,  the  date  of  leaving  Atlanta,  up  to  21st 
of  December  the  following  amount  of  rations:  Six  days’  rations  bread, 
six  days’  rations  bacon,  six  days’  rations  soap,  six  days’  rations  salt, 
twenty-four  days’  rations  cofiee,  eleven  days’  rations  sugar,  nine  days’ 
rations  beef.  Tdie  rest  required  to  subsist  upon  was  foraged  oft’  the 
country.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  amount  brought  into  the  regiment, 
but  I  do  know  the  men  did  not  suft'er — in  fact,  they  lived  well! 

The  regimeut  destroyed  two  miles  of  railroad,  brought  in  and  turned 
over  23  head  of  mules,  11  head  horses,  and  22  head  of  cattle.  ISTumber 
of  negroes  that  followed  the  regiment  into  camp,  23.  Cotton  and  cot¬ 
ton  gins  destroyed,  none. 

In  conclusion  I  must  say  that  both  officers  and  men  performed  the 
march  in  fine  spirits;  none  were  lost  through  sickness  or  fatigue. 

T  am,  captain,  Avith  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  R.  VERNON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel j  Commanding  liegiment. 

Capt.  J.  S.  Wilson, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  2d  Brig.,  2d  I)iv.,  14th  Army  Cori)s. 


No.  72. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  R.  McLaughlin,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Infantry. 

IIdqrs.  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Oa..  December  29, 1864. 

Sir:* 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  [NoA^ember]  the  Ninety-eighth,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  division  Avhich  formed  a  part  of  the  Left  Wing,  Army 
of  Ceorgia,  left  Atlanta,  moving  on  the  Augusta  road.  We  struck  the 
railroad  near  Covington,  destroying  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  Avhich  is 
all  the  railroad  destroyed  by  the  Ninety-eighth  during  the  entire  trip. 
The  regiment  only  drew  about  three  days’  intions  after  leaving  Atlanta 
until  Ave  arrm^d  outside  the  defenses  of  Savannah.  With  this  excep¬ 
tion  the  regiment  subsisted  entirely  off  the  country. 

The  captures  made  by  the  regiment  are  as  folloAvs :  Horses,  20;  mules, 
30;  cattle,  75.  Number  of  darkies  following  the  regiment,  12.  During 
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tlie  entire  trip  from  'Atlanta  to  Savannah  there  were  no  casualties 
occurring  in  the  regiment  except  one  man  who  was  accidentally  wounded 
while  foraging. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  MCLAUGHLIN, 

Captain^  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  S.  Wilson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  2d  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps. 


No.  73. 

Report  of\  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Langley,  One  hundred  and  twenty -fifth 
Lllinois  Lnfantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Hiv.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Oa.,  January  3,  1865. 

Captain  :  * 

November  14,  marched  by  way  of  Kenesaw  Mountain  to  within 
four  miles  of  Chattahoochee  Eiver.  November  15,  resumed  .march  at 
6  a.  m.,  crossed  the  river  on  pontoon  bridge,  and  reached  Atlanta  at 
1  p.  m.  This  may  be  said  to  finish  the  North  Alabama  campaign, 
having  been  gone  from  Atlanta  forty-eight  days  instead  of  four  as  was 
expected.  Before  reaching  Atlanta  I  sent  orders  to  Captain  Hall, 
commanding  a  small  detachment  of  the  brigade  at  that  place,  to  pro¬ 
cure  guns,  accouterments,  and  ammunition  for  every  man  in  his  com¬ 
mand  able  to  march,  and  I  also  had  requisitions  made  by  regimental 
commanders  for  the  amount  of  such  ordnance  stores  required  to  per¬ 
fectly  equip  their  commands.  I  had  also  an  officer  detailed  from  each 
regiment  to  take  these  requisitions  to  Atlanta  and  give  them  their 
personal  attention.  These  were  sent  from  Kingston  as  soon  as  I  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  that  we  would  shortly  cut  loose  from  our  old 
base,’’  but  they  failed  to  get  the  men  properly  armed  in  consequence  of 
the  surplus  ordnance  stores  having  been  shipped  from  Atlanta  before 
their  arrival.  This  left  my  command  on  reaching  Atlanta  short  fifty- 
four  guns  and  accouterments.  From  Kingston  also  I  directed  my  bri¬ 
gade  quartermaster  to  proceed  to  Atlanta  and  draw  his  estimate  of 
clothing  and  allowance  of  transportation.  This  he  did  to  my  entire 
satisfaction,  having  procured  a  sufficient  number  of  shoes  to  give  every 
man  two  pairs,  the  result  of  which  was  that  upon  our  arrival  at  Savan¬ 
nah  I  had  not  a  barefooted  soldier  in  my  command. 

The  Third  Brigade,  comprising  1,721  total  commissioned  officers  and 
enlisted  men  present,  left  Atlanta  November  10,  at  12  m.,  and  marched 
on  the  Decatur  road  nine  miles  and  camped  for  the  night.  November 
17,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  by  way  of  Lithonia  to  Conyers  Station.  During 
the  afternoon  of  this  day  we  tore  up  and  destroyed  three  miles  railroad 
track  and  ties.  November  18,  marched  at  (>  a.  m.  on  the  Covington 
road,  and  camped  for  the  niglit  three  miles  east  of  that  town.  To-day 
the  brigade  destroyed  two  miles  and  a  half  of  railroad  track  and  ties; 
to-day  also  we  began  to  subsist  ofi‘  the  country.  November  19,  marched 
at  (>  a.  m.;  crossed  Ulcofauhachee  Eiver,  and  went  into  camp  at  dark 
near  Shady  Dale.  November  20,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  camped  at 
night  near  Eatonton  Factory.  November  21,  marched  at  0  a.  m.  and 

*  For  ))()rti()n  of  report  (here  omitted)  rtdatint?  to  operations  in  North  Georgia  and 
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camped  at  niglit  on  east  side  of  Cedar  Greek.  November  22,  laid  still 
to-day  and  let  First'  and  Third  Divisions  of  the  corps  i)ass  by.  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  marched  at  G  a.  m.,  with  two  regiments  as  train  guards  and  two 
as  rear  guard.  Camped  at  night  within  two  miles  of  Milledgeville,  the 
rear  guard  reaching  camj)  at  9.30  i).  m.  November  24,  marched  at  10 
a.  m.  through  Milledgeville,  with  colors  displayed  and  bands  playing 
national  airs,  and  camped  at  night  seven  miles  beyond,  on  the  Sanders- 
ville  road.  November  25,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  to  Butfalo  Creek,  where 
we  found  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed  just  before  our  arrival.  My 
command  marching  at  the  head  of  the  division  column  to-day,  upon  its 
reaching  this  creek  I  set  to  work  a  company  of  pioneers  and  two  com¬ 
panies  of  men  from  the  Twenty-second  Indiana,  and  in  half  an  hour  had 
constructed  a  very  good  foot  bridge,  upon  which  I  crossed  the  Twenty- 
second  Indiana  and  afterward  the  entire  brigade,  and  marched  a  mile 
beyond,  leaving  my  ihoneer  party  to  assist  Colonel  Buell  in  putting  down 
a  pontoon  bridge  for  the  crossing  of  trains.  Camped  at  night  on  Keg 
Creek.  November  26,  marched  at  6  a.  m. ;  crossed  Keg  Creek  and  met 
rebel  skirmishers  within  two  miles  of  Sandersville.  My  foraging  party 
assisted  the  troops  in  the  advance  to  drive  the  enemy  through  town. 
We  arrived  in  town  at  10  a.  m.  and  went  into  camp  on  the  north  side. 
November  27,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Louisville  road;  crossed 
the  Ogeechee  Eiver  and  camped  within  eight  miles  of  Louisville  for  the 
night.  November  28,  marched  at  G  a.  m.  to  within  one  mile  of  Louis- 
'ville,  where  we  found  that  tlie  bridge  across  Eocky  Comfort  Creek  had 
been  burned;  the  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Corps,  was  repairing  the 
same.  At  dusk  I  crossed  my  command  over,  marched  through  the 
town,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  Augusta  road,  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  beyond.  November  29,  remained  in  camj)  all  day. 
November  30,  still  in  camp  at  Louisville.  To-day  I  deployed  the 
Eighty-sixth  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois  as  skirmishers, 
supported  by  the  Fifty-second  Ohio  and  Twenty-second  Indiana,  and 
moved  forward,  covering  the  Warrenton  and  Augusta  roads.  This 
movement  was  induced  by  the  presence  in  our  vicinity  of  small  parties 
of  the  enemy,  who  had,  for  two  or  three  days  past,  been  capturing 
and  murdering  foragers  and  other  soldiers  who  were  so  unfortunate  as 
to  fall  into  their  j^ower.  The  enemy  had,  on  the  night  previous  to  this 
movement,  captured  and  killed  two  men  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana,  one 
of  Cne  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois.  My  line  advanced  at  11  a.  m. 
and  drove  the  enemy  in  fine  style,  recapturing  a  small  foraging  party, 
with  train,  from  the  Twentieth  Corps,  that  had  ventured  too  far 
out.  Pretty  smart  skirmishing  continued  for  some  minutes,  when  the 
enemy  attempted  to  break  my  line,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  Eighty- 
sixth  Illinois,  with  the  loss  of  one  captain  and  one  private,  who  were 
killed  outright  and  left  by  the  Hying  enemy  on  the  field.  At  this 
juncture,  by  order  of  General  Morgan,  I  halted  and  adjusted  my 
line.  Everythii>g-  remained  quiet  until  3.30  x>-  in.,  when  I  received 
orders  to  move  forward  until  my  right  should  connect  with  the 
left  of  the  Second  Brigade,  which  was  moving  across  toward  the 
Augusta  from  the  Waynesborough  road.  In  this  movement  my  line 
advanced  at  the  double-quick  across  a  corn-field,  to  the  woods  beyond, 
driving  the  enemy  out  of  a  line  of  works  about  200  yards  in  length.  It 
being  deemed  useless  to  inirsue  cavalry  with  infantry,  I  was  directed, 
at  sundown,  to  withdraw  my  brigade  and  re-establish  my  ])icket-line  as 
it  had  been  in  the  morning,  which  I  did,  the  enemy  following  the  skir- 
inish  line  as  it  retired.  In  this  day’s  ox)erations  ,a  good  deal  of  shoot¬ 
ing  was  done  by  the  enemy,  but  in  driving  him  more  than  a  mile  he 
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(lid  not  succeed  in  wounding  one  of  our  men.  We  recovered  tlie  bodies 
of  tlie  enlisted  men  murdered  the  nigiit  before.  I  have  no  hesitancy 
in  saying  they  were  deliberately  murdered  after  they  had  surrendered, 
as  was  evidenced  by  an  examination  of  the  fatal  wounds.  One  man 
was  shot  through  the  head,  the  ball  entering  just  above  the  left  ear. 
Surrounding  its  entrance  the  hair  was  singed  close  to  the  scalp  by  the 
burning  powder.  The  other  two  were  shot  through  the  body  5  one  was 
shot  three  times,  and  the  other  twice.  So  close  Avas  the  weapon  held 
Avhen  discharged  that  in  every  instance  the  clothing  was  scorched  and 
burned.  In  front  of  the  left  of  my  picket  line  stood  a  cotton  gin,  con¬ 
taining  forty-eight  bales  of  cotton,  the  ijroperty  of  Asa  Hoyt,  behind 
which  the  enemy  had  concealed  himself  and  fired  upon  my  men  in  the 
morning.  Not  willing  to  give  him  the  advantage  of  that  position  longer, 
upon  the  Avithdrawal  of  my  troops  I  detailed  Major  Holmes,  Fifty-sec¬ 
ond  Ohio,  with  a  small  party  of  men,  to  destroy  it,  Avhich  they  accord¬ 
ingly  did,  and  Avhich  fact  I  reported  to  you  in  writing  while  the  gin 
was  still  burning.  This  embraces  the  only  property  of  any  kind 
burned  by  my  order  during  the  campaign. 

December  1,  marched  at  10  a.  m.  as  guard  to  Third  Division  train; 
reached  camp  at  11  p.  m.  December  2,  marched  at  8  a.  m. ;  furnished 
two  regiments  to  guard  the  corps  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition 
trains;  reached  camp  at  8  p.  m.  December  3,  marched  at  9  a.  m.  on 
Augusta  road;  crossed  Buck  Head  Creek  and  Avent  into  camp  at  dark 
on  Mill  Creek,  near  Lumpkin’s  Station.  December  4,  marched  at  noon- 
in  rear  of  and  as  guard  to  Third  Division  trains;  passed  through 
Habersham  and  went  into  camp  at  10  p.  m.  December  5,  marched  at  7 

а.  m.;  furnished  guard  of  two  regiments  for  corps  reserve  artillery 
and  ammunition  trains;  went  into  camp  for  night  at  7  p.  m.  December 

б,  marched  at  6.30  a.  m.;  good  roads  all  day.  Marched  twenty-one 
miles  and  a  half  on  main  Savannah  road,  and  went  into  camp  for  the 
night.  Eoad  blocked  just  ahead  of  this  camp  for  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  by  fallen  trees.  At  night  1  made  a  detail  of  sufficient  pioneer 
force  to  clear  the  road,  Avhich  they  accomplished  by  9  o’clock.  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  marched  at  11  a.  m.  in  rear  and  as  guaiMs  to  Third  Division 
trains;  reached  camp  near  Ebenezer  Creek  at  8  p.  m.  December  8, 
marched  at  7  a.  m.  Order  of  march  changed.  Left  all  transportation 
except  that  belonging  to  brigade  and  regimental  headquarters.  Crossed 
Ebenezer  Creek  at  12  m.  and  awaited  the  building  of  a  bridge  over 
Little  Kegier’s  Creek,  after  which  we  marched  four  miles  beyond  and 
Avent  into  camp  at  8  p.  m.  In  half  an  hour  afterAvard  I  received  orders  to 
return  and  camp  for  the  night  between  the  two  creeks.  Got  into  camp 
at  11  p.  m.  December  9,  marched  at  7  a.  m. ;  moved  four  miles,  and  built 
two  bridges  over  creeks.  Moved  about  four  miles  farther  on  and  encoun  - 
tered  a  section  of  a  rebel  battery  planted  in  the  road,  Avell  i^rotected 
by  a  substantial  earth-AAork.  1  rtk^eived  orders  Ifom  General  Morgan 
to  send  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois  Eegiment  forward, 
deployed  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  deA^elop,  if  ])os- 
sible,  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  thus  moved  to  within 
100  yards  of  the  rebel  AAX)rks,  Avithout  draAving  a  shot  from  the  enemy’s 
musketry, though  his  artilleryplayedcontinnallyu])on a])ieceof  our  oaaui, 
l)osted  in  the  road.  The  enemy  had  selected  a  good  ])osition  to  make 
a  brief  stand  Avith  a  small  number  of  men,  haAung  built  his  Avorks  in 
the  center  and  on  either  side  of  the  road,  just  beyond  Avhere  it  divides 
two  swamps.  By  direction  of  General  INIorgan  I  i)ushed  forAvard  the 
Eighty-sixth  Illinois,  six  companies  deployed  as  skirmishers,  until  it 
joined  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois.  I  then 
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directed  Lieutenant- Colonel  Fahnestock,  commanding  the  Eighty-sixth 
Illinois,  to  wheel  gradually  to  the  left,  and  if  possible  get  his  right  to 
the  enemy’s  rear.  This  he  did,  so  far  as  it  was  in  his  i30wer,  but  his 
whole  line  was  in  a  swamp,  where  vines,  rank  weeds,  and  undergrowth 
timber  were  so  abundant  that  his  progress  was  necessarily  too  slow  to 
reach  the  desired  position  before  dark,  and  at  dark,  by  order  of  General 
Morgan,  the  entire  line  was  halted  and  established  as  a  picket-line  for 
the  night.  During  the  night  the  enemy  withdrew,  and  my  skirmishers 
entered  his  works  at  daybreak.  In  this  affair  two  men  of  the  Eighty-sixth 
Illinois  were  wounded.  December  10,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  Proceeded 
five  miles  in  the  direction  of  Savannah,  when  we  struck  the  Twentieth 
Corps  column.  Went  into  camp  for  the  afternoon  and  night  on  the  left 
of  the  road.  December  11,  marched  at  8  a.  m.  toward  the  city,  as  far 
as  the  Five-Mile  Post,  and  turned  to  the  right  and  marched  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  when,  by  the  direction  of  General  Morgan,  I  went 
into  position  in  three  lines,  in  reserve,  fixcing  south.  My  camp  was  as 
comfortable  as  I  could  wish,  being  on  high  ground  and  in  the  midst  of 
a  pine  grove.  December  12,  in  the  afternoon  my  command  tore  up  and 
destroyed  two  miles  and  a  half  of  track  and  ties  on  the  Savannah  and 
Macon  Kailroad.  December  13,  made  the  road  destroyed  yesterday 
suitable  for  a  wagon  road,  after  which  the  brigade  did  no  other  duties 
than  furnish  train  and  other  guards  until  the  22d  of  December,  the  day 
subsequent  to  the  fall  of  Savannah,  when  my  command  marched  to 
within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  city  and  went  into  camp  in  two  lines, 
facing  north,  on  the  left  of  the  canal,  where  we  now  are  making  pre¬ 
parations  for  such  other  work  as  it  may  be  our  lot  to  perform. 

This  brigade,  though  small,  is  perhaps  in  as  good  condition  for  active 
operations  as  any.  There  are  many  officers  and  men  absent,  whom  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  returned  to  their  commands.  While  in  camp  at 
Atlanta,  during  the  month  of  September  last,  there  was  perfected  and 
forwarded  a  list  of  absentees,  and  efforts  were  being  made  to  secure 
their  return,  but  before  much  could  be  accomplished  in  this  respect  the 
brigade  was  put  in  motion  and  has  only  stopped  since  arriving  at  this 
idace. 

The  strength  of  the  command  is  as  follows:  Present,  commissioned 
officers,  80;  enlisted  men,  1,634.  Absent,  commissioned  officers,  58; 
enlisted  men,  1,177.  Total,  commissioned  officers,  138;  enlisted  men, 
2,811. 

After  two  days’  marching  from  Atlanta  I  found  a  necessity  for  a 
party  of  pioneers  to  clear  out  and  repair  bad  places  in  the  road.  To 
meet  this  end  I  detailed  thirty  enlisted  men  for  whom  I  could  not  pro¬ 
cure  guns,  and  armed  them  with  spades,  picks,  and  axes.  These  I  put 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Groninger,  of  the  Eighty-sixth  Illi¬ 
nois,  an  officer  of  the  proper  spirit  and  energy  to  make  such  a  party 
very  useful.  I  required  tliese  pioneers  to  march  each  day  at  the  head 
of  the  brigade  column,  and  build  rail  or  pole  bridges  over  small  streams 
for  the  safe  and  si)eedy  passage  of  troops,  and  now  we  well  appreciate 
the  utility  of  such  a  force  in  all  campaigns.  When  once  drilled  to  labor 
they  will  perform  as  much  Avork  in  the  same  length  as  three  times  the 
number  detailed  temporarily  from  the  ranks. 

On  the  18th  of  November  I  began  to  subsist  off*  the  country,  and  to 
prevent  as  far  as  possible  pillaging  and  marauding  and  all  manner  of 
lawlessness,  I  had  details  of  thirty  men  and  one  commissioned  officer 
made  daily  from  each  regiment,  who  reported,  at  an  hour  stated,  at 
brigade  headquarters,  Avlien  these  details  were  verified.  These  I  put 
in  charge  of  a  field  or  acting  field  officer,  Avhom  I  made  responsible  for 
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the  conduct  of  his  men  on  that  day.  I  directed  that  everything  ob¬ 
tained  should  be  reported  to  officer  and  by  him  turned  over ;  if  sub¬ 
sistence  for  the  trooi^s  to  the  brigade  commissary,  or  if  mules  and 
horses  to  the  brigade  quartermaster.  By  so  doing  my  foragers  always 
obtained  plenty,  and  the  troops  shared  alike  in  its  distribution  by  the 
brigade  commissary.  Prom  a  statement  submitted  to  me  by  Lieutenant 
Batchelder,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  I  find  that  from  Novem¬ 
ber  16  until  December  16  inclusive  my  command  drew,  per  man,  of  hard 
bread,  nine  rations;  pease,  eight  rations;  coffee,  twenty-six  rations; 
salt,  twenty-five  rations;  sugar,  fifteen  rations;  bacon,  four  rations; 
salt  pork,  six  rations;  beyond  which  issues  the  command  subsisted 
from  the  country  and  always  had  abundance.  Besides  this  tabular 
statement  of  issues  I  left  Atlanta  with  150  head  of  beef-cattle,  very 
poor  in  flesh  and  already  weak  from  travel.  The  forage  parties  sup¬ 
plied  the  command  so  bountifully  with  fresh  pork  that  but  little  beef 
was  consumed  on  the  march,  and  before  reaching  Savannah  nearly  all 
those  cattle  had  died  along  the  road  or  were  abandoned  on  account  of 
being  too  weak  to  travel,  but  still  my  drove  increased  daily  by  acquisi¬ 
tions  from  the  country,  and  on  the  12th  of  December,  when  my  com¬ 
mand  took  position  before  this  city,  it  numbered  about  230  head,  large 
and  small,  all  of  which  have  since  been  issued  to  the  troops. 

My  forage  details  were  frequently  annoyed  by  the  enemy,  but  by 
always  keeping  well  together  they  were  able  to  resist  or  drive  away  a 
considerable  force.  On  the  30th  of  November  particularly  the  foragers 
of  the  brigade,  under  command  of  Captain  Powers,  of  the  Twenty- second 
Indiana,  Avere  attacked,  about  nine  miles  from  Louisville,  by  a  part  of 
Wheeler’s  command,  and,  after  a  brisk  fight,  drove  the  enemy  away. 
Toward  night  of  the  same  day,  as  the  detail  was  proceeding  to  canq)  at 
Louisville  with  four  ox-wagon  loads  of  forage,  they  were  suddenly  sur¬ 
rounded  by  three  of  Wheeler’s  regiments,  and,  after  some  very  severe 
fighting  succeeded  in  getting  into  camp  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed 
and  four  wounded,  and  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  provisions  and 
wagons. 

On  the  29th  of  November  I  mounted  forty  men  on  captured  mules  and 
horses,  and  placed  the  party  under  command  of  Captain  Harbor,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  a  very  brave  and  efficient  officer. 
These  labored  to  find  where  subsistence  could  be  obtained,  and  to  aid 
the  infantry  details  in  getting  it,  as  well  as  for  the  puiq^ose  of  capturing 
stock  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  state  the  exact  number  of  horses  and  mules 
captured,  as  such  property  was  frequently  taken  from  my  foragers  while 
on  their  way  to  camp  and  inforinally  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Coe, 
quartermaster  for  the  division.  How  many  were  so  disposed  of  I  can¬ 
not  say.  The  number  actually  captured  and  disposed  of  by  orders  from 
these  headquarters,  tog^ether  with  the  number  known  to  have  been  in¬ 
formally  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Coe,  were:  horses,  104;  mules,  160; 
total,  264.  These  numbers  might  have  been  increased  somewhat  had  I 
sent  i)arties  out  to  hunt  exclusively  for  stock,  but  in  nearly  every  in¬ 
stance  such  captures  Avere  the  labors  of  my  subsistence  details. 

The  number  of  negroes  that  followed  my  column  Avas  160.  Of  these 
92  Avere  officers’  servants  and  78  were  refugees.  The  latter  have  been 
sent  to  division  headquarters  pursuant  to  orders. 

1  submit  and  call  your  attention  to  casualty  lists  of  the  North  Ala¬ 
bama  and  the  Savannah  campaigns  hereto  attached.*  A  few  of  these 
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piarked  missing’  deserve  tlie  puiiislimeiit  i)risoners  of  war  usually  get, 
but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the  service  that  such  men  belong  to  the  army 
and  are  counted  as  soldiers.  They  were  doubtless  in  the  act  of  stealing 
something  Avhen  captured.  1  sup])ose  eveiy  command  has  a  few  such 
men;  I  know  this  one  has,  whom  to  lose  from  the  army  is  a  gain  to  the 
Government.  Nor  can  I  say  much  less  of  some  officers  in  the  service, 
who,  in  spite  of  their  long  experience  and  in  face  of  positive  orders  to 
the  contrary,  suffer,  nay,  by  tlieir  passiveness  encourage,  their  men  to 
throw  aside  the  restrictions  of  discipline,  and  become  outlaws  and 
brigands.  I  believe  a  company  commander  should  be  the  best  disciplin¬ 
arian  in  the  service,  and  should  feel  that  his  position,  so  immediately 
(‘onnecting  him  with  the  rank  and  file,  makes  him  a  conservator  of  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  the  army;  and  an  officer  who  from  incompetency 
or  other  cause  is  not  well  adapted  to  teach  and  maintain  a  good  system 
of  discipline  in  his  command,  should  be  summarily  dismissed  the  serv¬ 
ice.  A  few  such  in  my  command  I  could  cheerfully  recommend  for 
dismissal,  and  do  honestly  believe  the  service  would  be  promoted 
thereby. 

Since  the  fall  of  Atlanta  the  brigade  staff  has  undergone  several 
changes.  Most  of  the  old  members  were  absent  during  the  Savannah 
campaign.  Those  at  present  serving  on  such  duty,  without  specially 
naming  them,  have  all  well  and  faithfully  discharged  every  trust  con¬ 
fided  to  them.  I  am  also  under  special  obligations  to  regimental  com¬ 
manders  for  their  efforts  to  maintain  strict  discipline  throughout  the 
entire  campaign.  I  commend  them  all  to  my  superior  officers. 

Number  of  horses  captured,  104;  mules,  160;  total,  264.  Number  of 
negroes  that  followed  the  command,  160;  rations  issued  on  the  Atlanta 
and  Savannah  campaigns,  per  man:  hard  bread,  9  rations;  i^ease,  8  ' 
rations;  coffee,  26  rations;  salt,  25  rations;  sugar,  15  rations;  bacon, 

4  rations;  salt  pork,  6  rations;  amount  of  railroad  destroyed  (track 
and  ties),  11^  miles;  cotton  destroyed,  48 bales;  cotton  gins  destroyed,  1. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

elAMES  W.  LANGLEY, 

Lieut.  Col..,  125th  IlUnols  Volunteers.,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  T.  Wiseman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  ISecond  Division^  Fourteenth  Corps. 


No.  74. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  IE.  Clancy,  Fifty-second  Ohio  Lnfantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Fear  Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  command  in  the  late  campaign  which  has  resulted  in  the 
ca])ture  of  Savannah: 

On  the  16th  day  of  November  last  I  took  command  of  the  regiment 
at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  at  9  a.  m.  received  orders  to  march.  In  compliance 
with  said  order  moved  at  11  a.  m.  as  guards  for  division  train;  marched 
on  a  road  running  xiarallel  with  the  Augusta  and  Atlanta  liailroad 
through  the  town  of  Decatur;  marched  near  fourteen  miles  and 
encam])ed  with  the  train  at  9  p.  m.  17th,  moved  with  the  brigade  at 
7  a.  m.,  following  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  lllinoisj  assisted  in 
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destroying  a  portion  of  tlie  Augusta  railroad;  encamped  at  Conyers 
Station  witli  the  brigade  at  7  p.  m.  18tli,  marched  with  the  brigade  at  5 
a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Covington,  reaching  the  same  at  12  m.;  spent 
three  hours  in  the  destruction  of  railroad  southeast  of  the  town,  then 
concluded  a  march  of  fifteen  miles  and  encamped  with  the  brigade. 
19th,  marched  at  C  a.  m.  with  the  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Eatonton, 
and  at  0  p.  m.  encamped  with  the  same  near  said  place,  having  marched 
near  eighteen  miles.  20th,  moved  at  7  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Milledge- 
ville  and  west  of  Eatonton;  encamped  with  the  brigade  at  3  i>.  m. 
21st,  marched  with  the  brigade  at  6  a.m.and  encamped  at  4  p.m.on  the 
west  bank  of  Cedar  Creek,  where  we  remained  until  6  a.  m.  of  the  23d, 
when,  with  the  Eighty-sixth  Illinois,  the  command  marched  as  rear 
guard  for  the  division  and  encamped  with  the  brigade  near  Milledge- 
ville  at  11  p.m.  24th,  moved  at  10  a. m., passing  through  Milledgeville; 
encamped  with  the  brigade  six  miles  southeast.  25th,  marched  afc  6  a. 
m.  and  encamped  with  the  brigade  east  of  Buffalo  Creek.  2Gth,  marched 
with  the  brigade  at  0  a,  m.,  passing  through  the  town  of  Sandersville ; 
encamped  near  and  east  of  it  at  12  m.  27th,  marched  with  the  brigade 
at  7  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  at  Fenn’s  Bridge;  encamj^ed 
near  Kocky  Comfort  Creek,  having  marched  fifteen  miles.  Companies 
A,r,D,  I,  and  B  were  detailed  for  picket.  28th, picket  companies  were 
brought  in  at  6  a.  m.,  and  the  command  moved  with  the  brigade  and 
encamped  two  miles  east  of  Louisville  at  5  p.  m.  In  this  camp  the 
command  remained  until  the  30th,  when,  at  2  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to 
nmve  to  a  road  about  one  mile  to  the  right  and  support  the  pickets 
while  their  line  advanced;  light  skirmishing  ensued,  but  no  loss  was 
sustained.  At  this  point,  by  order  of  brigade  commander.  Major  Holmes, 
with  a  detail  of  men,  burned  one  cotton  gin,  including  —  bales  of  cotton. 
Moving  a  short  distance  to  the  right  the  entire  regiment  was  placed 
on  picket,  relieving  the  Eighty-sixth  Illinois. 

December  1,  at  7  a.  m.  I  Avas  ordered  to  return  to  the  camp  occupied 
the  previous  day,  and  at  10  a.  m.  marched  Avith  the  brigade  and  en¬ 
camped  at  11  p.  m.  2d,  moved  at  9  a.  m.  as  train  guards;  marctTf‘d 
twelve  miles  and  encamped  with  the  brigade  at  10  p.  m.  3d,  marched 
with  the  brigade  at  8  a.  m.,  following  the  Twenty-second  Indiana;  en¬ 
camped  at  7  p.  m.,  having  marched  twelve  miles.  4th,  moved  with 
the  brigade  at  10  a.  m.,  crossing  the  railroad  at  Lumpkin^s  Station,  and 
encamped  at  7  j).  m.  5th,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  as  train  guard;  encamped 
with  the  brigade  at  9  p.  m.  near  Buck  Head  Creek  Post-Office.  0th, 
marched  at  6.20  a.  m.,  leading  the  division ;  encamped  AAith  the  brigade  at 
5  p.m.,  having  marched  seAmnteen  miles;  ComiAanies  C,  E,  and  K  were 
detailed  for  x)icket.  7th,  moAmd  with  the  brigade  at  7  a.  m.,  and  encamped 
near  Ebenezer  Creek.  8th,  moved  with  the  brigade  and  encamped  after 
a  march  of  six  miles.  9th,  marched  with  the  brigade  on  a  road  leading 
to  Savannah  at  2  i).  m.  The  enemy  o])ened  fire  on  the  head  of  the  col¬ 
umn  from  a  battery  in  position  on  the  road.  I  Avas  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  rear  of  the  TAA  enty-second  In¬ 
diana.  About  5  X).  m.  the  command  Avas  moved  near  one  mile  to  the 
right  and  encamped  for  the  night.'  10th,  marched  as  rear  guard  for 
the  division,  encamxAing  AAith  the  brigade  at  2  x).  m.  11th,  marched 
with  the  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Savannah,  and  Avhen  within  five 
miles  of  the  city  encamxied.  12th  and  13th,  destroyed  a  x^ortion  of  the 
Macon  railroad,  returning  to  the  same  camp,  Avhich  aa  c  occupied  until 
the  morning  of  the  22d,  Avlien  the  command  moved,  with  the  brigade,  to 
its  xn'esent  camx). 
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During  the  entire  campaign  only  three  days’  rations  were  issued  to 
this  regiment.  A  detail  of  thirty  men,  in  charge  of  a  commissioned  ofll- 
cer,  was  made  each  day  to  forage  for  the  command,  supplying  it  bounti¬ 
fully  with  meat  and  potatoes,  and  occasionally  with  dour  and  meal. 
This  was  done  without  molestation  by  the  enemy  until  the  26th  of  No¬ 
vember,  when,  on  entering  the  town  of  Sandersville,  a  lively  skirmish 
was  kept  up  for  near  an  hour  between  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  the 
foraging  parties  of  the  division,  the  detail  from  this  command,  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Summers,  participating.  No  casualties  occurred 
in  his  command. 

Again,  on  the  30th,  the  detail  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Mclntire  was 
attacked  by  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  near  Louisville,  resulting 
in  a  loss  of  5  men — 1  wounded  and  4  missing.  Added  to  this  1  man 
missing  at  Feim’s  Bridge  (on  the  29th),  and  the  list  of  casualties  is  com¬ 
plete. 

^  I  have  no  correct  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  horses  and 
mules  captured,  from  the  fact  that  foraging  parties  report  to  the  brigade 
commander.  I  can  only  state  that  there  are  at  present  four  horses  and 
twelve  mules  in  this  command,  the  property  of  the  Government,  all  of 
which,  I  believe,  have  been  accounted  for. 

Inclosed*  will  be  found  accurate  notes  of  the  part  taken  by  the  com- 
maiRi  in  rear  of  Atlanta  from  the  28th  of  September  to  the  15th  day  of 
November,  while  in  command  of  Major  Holmes. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  my  duty  to  say,  in  commendation  of  both  officers 
and  men,  that  all  did  their  duty  promptly,  under  all  circumstances,  ad¬ 
hering  strictly  to  that  good  order  and  soldierly  bearing  that  had  hith¬ 
erto  characterized  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  CLANCY, 

Lien te^iant- Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  M.  W.  Tanner, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps. 


No.  75. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  7-,  1865. 

Colonel  :t 

November  15,  marched  through  and  camped  near  the  city  of  Atlanta. 
November  16,  passed  tiirough  Decatur  and  marched  as  fixr  as  Snapiinger 
Creek.  From  the  17th  the  march  was  continued  through  Lithonia, 
Conyers,  crossing  Yellow  Kiver,  through  Covington,  over  the  Ulcofau- 
hachee,  through  Shady  Dale,  and.  reaching  the  city  of  Milledgeville. 
( )n  the  morning  of  the  25th  crossed  the  Oconee,  and  destroyed  the  bridge. 
On  the  26th  arrived  at  Sandersville.  November  27,  division  started 
for  Louisville,  taking  the  road  to  Fenn’s  Bridge,  the  First  and  Second 
Divisions,  with  all  the  trains  of  the  corps,  following  the  direct  road. 
Head  of  column  reached  Rocky  Comfort  Creek  at  8.30  a.  m.,  but  the 

*  Not  fbuiid. 

t  For  portion  of  report  (here  oniittecl)  relntini?  to  operations  in  North  Georgia 
and  North  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  1,  j).  610. 
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bridge  having  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  was  niiabie  to  cross  till 
late  in  the  afternoon.  Encamped  near  Louisville,  Avhere  the  division 
remained  until  December  1,  18G4. 

December  1,  at  10  a.  m.  division  moved  from  camp  near  Louisville, 
Ga.,  in  comi^any  with  General  Kilpatrick’s  division  of  cavalry,  and  went 
into  camp  at  5  p.  m.,  on  the  bank  of  Buck  Head  Creek.  During  the  day 
considerable  skirmishing  Avith  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  with  a  loss  on  oiir 
side  of  3  men  killed  and  10  wounded.  Deccjnber  2,  met  the  enemy 
again  at  Eocky  Creek,  at  10  a.  m.,  posted  behind  strong  barricades  and 
disi)osed  to  dispute  oiir  crossing  at  the  ford.  The  Seventy-fourth 
Indiana  charged  and  dispersed  them,  and  the  division  marched  to  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Gisholm  and  went  into  camp.  December  3,  arrived  at 
Thomas’  Station,  on  the  Savannah  and  Augusta  road,  and  during  the 
night  thoroughly  destroyed  several  miles  of  railroad  track.  December 
4,  General  Kilpatrick  attacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry  one  mile  from 
Thomas’ Station,  and  drove  them  in  (confusion  through  Waynesborough 
and  two  miles  beyond.  DiAUsion  folloAved  uj)  and  sui)ported  General 
Kilpatrick  during  the  day,  and  then  made  anight  march  to  Alexander. 
December  5,  reached  Jacksonborough.  December  0,  arrived  at  Beaver 
Dam  Creek,  and  joined  the  other  tAvo  diAusions  of  the  corps.  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  late  at  night,  reached  Sister’s  Ferry.  December  8,  remained  in 
camp  during  the  day  and  had  considerable  skirmishing  Avith  the  advance 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Marched  at  midnight,  and  crossed  Ebenezer 
Creek  at  3  a.  m.  December  9.  December  10,  encamped  a\  ithin  tAvelve 
miles  of  Savannah,  making  short  marches.  Division  encamped,  Decem¬ 
ber  13,  on  the  Louisville  road,  six  miles  from  the  city,  AAdiere  it  remained 
until  the  22d,  at  which  time,  the  city  having  been  evacuated  on  the 
night  of  the  20th,  it  A\ms  moved  to  a  ])osition  (still  occuxAied)  half  a  mile 
from  the  town.  December  27,  cori)s  revieAved  by  Major-General  Sher¬ 
man.  The  division  entered  ui)on  the  campaign  organized  as  it  had 
-  hitherto  been  into  three  brigades  of  infantry,  commanded  respectively 
by  Col.  George  P.  Este,  Fourteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Col.  Morton  C. 
Hunter,  Eighty-second  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Col.K.  Gleason,  Eighty- 
seventh  Indiana  Volunteers.  The  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery,  four  guns, 
Cai)t.  Joseph  McKnight,  Avas  likewise  attached  to  it. 

Our  effective  force  of  fighting  men  during  the  whole  march  Avas,  upon 
an  average,  a  little  under  5,000 ;  the  number  of  mouths  which  Ave  had 
to  feed,  including  teamsters  and  servants,  somewhat  over  6,000. 

We  cut  loose  from  our  connections  at  Atlanta  to  march  to  this  point 
with  the  folloAviug  supplies:  57,000  rations  bread  (about  nine  and  a  half 
days),  161,000  rations  coffee  (about  twenty-seven  days),  117,000  rations 
sugar  (about  nineteen  days),  30,000  rations  salt  meat  (about  five  days), 
and  an  abundance  of  salt,  Avith  some  candles  and  soap.  We  also 
started  with  550  head  of  beef-cattle,  and  Inive  yet  remaining  seventy- 
five  head.  On  these  supplies,  together  Avith  what  was  draAvn  from  the 
country,  the  division  subsisted  from  the  16th  of  Kovember  to  the  16th 
of  December.  The  amount  of  sweet  potatoes,  hogs,  cattle,  and  poultry 
taken  in  the  country  and  consumed  by  the  troops  cannot  be  estimated, 
but  it  must  have  been  very  large,  the  men  living  well. 

The  division  destroyed  quite  effectually  eighteen  miles  of  railroad  and 
two  large  bridges,  that  over  Eocky  Comfort  Creek,  on  the  Augusta  road, 
and  that  over  the  Oconee  EiA^er  at  Milledgeville,  as  Avell  as  the  State 
magazine  at  that  place.  It  destroyed,  I  feel  quite  sure,  1,000  bales 
of  cotton,  and  probably  less  than  2,000  bales. 

The  nmount  of  forage  and  other  minor  articles  consumed  and  de¬ 
stroyed  cannot  be  estimated.  The  command  foraged  liberally.  The 
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number  of  drafted  and  saddle  animals  captured  was  about  507. 
Some  of  them  were  used  to  replace  those  in  our  trains  already  worn 
out;  others  were  worthless,  and  my  quartermaster  has  still  about  400 
head  to  turn  over. 

Negroes  to  the  number  of  about  668  joined  or  followed  our  column  on 
the  march,  and  have  since  our  arrival  here  either  been  employed  or 
turned  over  to  the  pro\  ost-marshal.  A  large  number  was  probably  with 
the  column  or  near  it  at  certain  times,  but  a:S  n'o  notice  was  taken  of  any 
of  them  aiid  no  restraint  exercised  over  those  simply  passing  along 
the  roadj  many  doubtless  disappeared  Avithout  any  account  being  had 
of  them. 

The  division  captured  16  prisoners,  and  its  loss  in  action  Avas  8  men 
wounded,  3  of  whom  afterAAmrd  died.  The  list  of  casualties  by  name 
is  appended. 

In  closing  this  report  I  have  again  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  my 
superior  commanders  the  ability  and  meritorious  services  of  Ool. 
George  P.  Este,  Fourteenth  Ohio;  Col.  Morton  C.  Hunter,  Eighty-sec¬ 
ond  Indiana,  and  Ool.  N.  Gleason,  Eighty -seventh  Indiana,  Avho  com¬ 
manded  my  three  brigades,  and  to  ask  for  their  promotion,  at  least  by 
breA^et,  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- general.  I  haA^e  also  to  request  that 
Ool.  B.  D.  Fearing,  Ninety-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  an  officer  of  sur¬ 
passing  merit  and  the  only  other  full  colonel  who  made  the  campaign 
with  the  division,  may  be  promoted  to  the  same  grade. 

To  my  staff  officers  I  am  again  deeply  indebted,  and  I  beg  to  reneAV 
the  recommendations  AAdiich  I  have  heretofore  given  for  their  promo¬ 
tion. 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 


A.  BAIED, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Divisimi. 


Lieut.  Ool.  A.  0.  McOlurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General j  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  76. 

Kepoy't  of  Lieut.  Joseph  R.  Channel.^  Battery  C,  First  Illinois  Light 

Artillery. 

Headquarters  Battery  0,  First  Illinois  Artillery, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  30,  1864. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  circular  receAed  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

While  in  camp  near  Atlanta,  Ga.-,  I  receiA^ed  orders,  on  the  2d  of 
October,  to  prepare  to  march  next  morning  Avith  thirteen  days’  rations 
and  three  days’  forage,  and  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Carlin, 
commanding  First  Division.  I  joined  the  dmsion  as  directed,  and 
marched  with  it  throughout  the  entire  campaign  north  of  Atlanta, 
returning  to  that  jioint  on  the  15th  of  November,  1864.  During  the 
campaign  I  drew  about  sixteen  days’  full  rations  and  fifteen  days’ 
forage;  the  remainder  of  the  forage  and  subsistence  1  obtained  from 
the  country  along  the  line  of  march.  After  remaining  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
one  night  I  again  joined  the  First  DiAUsion,  Fourteenth  Army  Ooi'iis 
(in  obedience  to  orders),  Avith  three  days’  rations  and  three  days’  forage, 
and  marched  Avith  it  to  a  point  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  where  I  took  up 
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position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  12th  of  December;  was  engaged  lightly 
by  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  19th, 
and  20th,  during  Avhich  time  I  expended  283  rounds  of  ammnnition 
without  any  loss,  except  one  wheel  belonging  to  a  gim  carriage.  On 
the  22d  I  moved  into  camp  near  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  the  enemy 
having  evacuated  the  night  before.  During  tne  march  from  Atlanta 
I  drew  three  days’  full  rations  and  one  day’s  forage;  the  remainder  of 
forage  and  subsistence  T  obtained  along  the  line  of  march.  During 
the  entire  camimign  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battery  performed 
their  duty  well  in  every  respect. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  11.  CHAraEL, 

First  Lieutenant^  Comdg.  Battery  0,  First  Illinois  Artillery. 


No.  77. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alplieus  S.  Williams^  U.  8.  Army.)  commanding 

Twentieth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah)  Ga.j  January  9^  1865. 

Colonel:* 

Changes  in  the  principal  commands  of  the  corps  since  the  last  cam¬ 
paign  left  the  organization  as  follows:  First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J. 
Jackson  commanding — three  brigades,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Coi- 
onels  Selfridge,  Carman,  and  Kobinson;  Second  Division,  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  W.  Geary  commanding — three  brigades,  cominanded  by  Colonels 
Pardee,  Jones,  and  Barnum;  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  AV.  T.  Ward 
commanding — three  brigades,  commanded  by  Colonels  Smith,  Dustin, 
and  Ross.  A  list  of  the  regiments  composing  the  brigades  will  be 
found  in  reports  of  subordinate  commanders.  The  artillery  was  re¬ 
duced  to  four  batteries  of  four  guns  each,  two  of  3-inch  Rodmans  and 
two  of  12- pounder  Napoleons,  under  charge  of  Maj.  J.  A.  Reynolds, 
chief  of  artillery;  the  horses  were  increased  to  eight  to  a  carriage. 
The  Ninth  Illinois  Infantry  (mounted),  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes 
commanding,  joined  the  command  on  the  second  day  and  remained 
with  it  through  to  Savannah,  and  performed  excellent  service  through¬ 
out.  One  battalion  of  Fifty-eightli  Indiana  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moore  commanding,  Avith  pontoon  train,  Avas  also  attached  to 
the  corps,  and  was  very  useful  during  the  march. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  November  the  cor])s  marched  from 
xAtlanta,  taking  the  road  east  through  Decatur.  AVe  encamped  on 
15th  near  the  Georgia  railroad,  south  of  Stone  Alountain ;  on  evening  of 
the  16th  near  Rock  Bridge  Post-Office;  on  17th  near  Cornish  Creek, 
and  on  the  18th  three  miles  Avest  of  Madison.  The  country  for  the 
hrst  three  days’  inarch  Avas  very  hilly,  and  the  crossing  at  YelloAA'  River, 
Little  Haynes  River,  and  other  streams  very  liad.  The  condition  of 
the  teams  AAms  not  good,  and  delays  to  the  rear  of  our  long  column  AA^ere 
consequently  vexatious  and  ])rotracted.  Geary’s  division  Avas  detached 
unencumbered  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  AAuth  orders  to  destroy  the 
Georgia  railroad  bridge  over  the  Oconee  RiAmr  and  such  Avagon  bridges 
as  he  might  hnd  on  that  river  toAvard  AlilledgeAille.  The  ])uri)Ose  AA^as 

*For  of  vo])ovi  Oierc  omitted)  relatiug  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 

Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  1,  p,  G49. 
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fully  accomplislied,  and  several  miles  of  railroad,  as  well  as  the  long 
railroad  bridge  over  the  Oconee,  were  destroyed.  A  wagon  bridge 
over  that  river  and  several  mills  and  factories  were  also  burned.  The 
division  rejoined  the  column  on  the  21st  before  reaching  Little  River; 
the  other  two  divisions,  with  the  trains  of  the  corps,  moved  through 
IVIadison  and  encamped  four  miles  beyond.  Ab^ut  six  miles  of  railroad 
w^ere  destroyed  by  Ward’s  division.  Supplies  for  man  and  beast  became 
abundant  on  third  day  after  leaving  Atlanta.  On  20th  moved  forward 
and  encamped  near  Eatonton.  The  afternoon  Avas  rainy  and  the  roads 
heavy.  On  21st  marched  through  Eatonton,  encami^ing  near  Little  River. 
Two  or  three  miles  of  the  Eatonton  Branch  Railroad  were  destroyed 
on  the  march.  On  22d,  having  laid  the  pontoon  bridge  over  Little  River, 
the  corps  crossed  and  moved  forward  to  the  suburbs  of  Milledgeville. 
Two  regiments  under  Colonel  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  ap¬ 
pointed  commandant  of  the  post,  were  sent  to  occupy  the  town.  The  Eirst 
and  Second  Divisions  were  encamped  on  the  east  side  of  the  Oconee  and 
the  Third  Division  on  the  west  side,  near  the  bridge.  Large  quantities 
of  arms,  ammunition,  and  accouterments  Avere  found  and  destroyed,  as 
Avell  as  salt  and  other  public  propert}^  The  report  of  Colonel  HaAviey, 
commander  of  post,  forwarded  herewith,*  Avill  give  the  details  of  this 
property.  The  railroad  depot,  two  arsenals,  a  powder  magazine,  and 
other  public  buildings  and  shops,  were  burned.  The  railroad  track  for 
live  miles  toAvard  Gordon  A\^as  destroyed.  On  24th  the  march  was 
resumed  and  the  divisions  encamped  near  Gum  Creek,  and  on  the  25th, 
after  some  delay  to  rebuild  the  bridge  over  Buffalo  Creek  and  swamp, 
the  head  of  the  column  encamped  about  seven  miles  from  Sandersville. 
Some  skirmishing  Avas  had,  and  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  driven  aAvay 
by  Colonel  Robinson’s  brigade  just  as  A\^e  Avere  going  into  camp. 
On  the  following  morning,  26th,  two  regiments  of  Carman’s  brigade, 
Jackson’s  division,  drove  away  the  rebel  cavalry  and  the  corps  moved 
rapidly  into  Sandersville,  entering  simultaneously  with  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  upon  a  road  on  our  left.  In  the  afternoon  the  First  and  Second 
DiAusions  were  moved  doAvn  to  Tennille  Station  (No.  13),  the  Third  Divis¬ 
ion  being  left  to  cover  the  trains.  The  First  Michigan  Engineers 
reported  for  duty  with  the  corps.  On  27th,  28th,  and  29th  the  Cen¬ 
tral  railroad  and  all  wagon  bridges  over  Williamson’s  Swamp  Creek 
Avere  destroyed  from  Tennille  Station  to  the  Ogeechee  RiA^er,  including 
the  long  railroad  bridge  over  that  stream,  by  the  First  and  Second 
Divisions  and  Michigan  Engineers.  The  Third  Division  marched  with 
the  trains,  via  Davisborough,  across  the  Ogeechee  and  Rocky  Comfort 
Rivers,  and  encamped  near  Louisville.  On  the  30th  the  First  and  Second 
Divisions  moved  up  the  Ogeechee  to  CoAvard’s  Bridge,  Avhich  A\^as  found 
partly  destroyed  but  easily  repaired.  The  Avhole  corps  encamped  about 
tliree  miles  south  of  Louisville,  betAveen  the  Oconee  and  the  Ogeechee. 
The  roads,  excepting  at  the  river  and  SAvamx)  crossings,  Avere  good, 
the  country  very  level,  and  the  weather  during  the  march  superb;  sup¬ 
plies  of  all  kinds  Avere  very  abundant. 

From  the  1st  to  the  8th  of  December  our  line  of  march  was  doAvn 
the  ])eninsula  betAveen  the  Ogeechee  and  Savannah  Rivers,  following 
the  LouisAille  and  Savannah  road,  encamping  on  the  1st  on  Baker’s 
Creek,  on  the  2d  at  Buck  Head  Church,  on  3d  at  Horse  Creek,  on  4th  at 
Little  Ogeechee,  on  5th  at  Syh^ania  Cross-Roads,  on  6th  near  Cow])ens 
Creek,  on  7th  on  Jack’s  Branch,  near  S])ringlield,  and  on  8th  near  Eden 
Cross-Roads.  As  Ave  approached  tlie  coast  the  surface  of  the  country 
became  Hat  and  swani])y.  Large  ])onds  or  pools  Avere  met  every  mile 

*  See  1).  248. 
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or  so,  and  the  creeks  spread  oat  into  several  miry  branches.  The  roads 
between  the  creeks  and  ponds,  though  apparently  of  sandy  and  sub¬ 
stantial  character,  proved  to  be  npon  a  thin  crust,  which  was  soon  cut 
through  by  our  long  trains  into  the  deep  quicksand,  requiring  miles  of 
corduroy.  At  several  of  the  swamx)S  the  enemy  had  attempted  to 
obstruct  onr  march  by  felling  timber.  The  supplies  continued  good 
and  the  weather  excellent.  On  the  9th  our  direction  of  march  was 
changed  to  the  east,  taking  the  road  from  Eden  to  Monteith  Post-Office, 
on  the  Charleston  railroad.  At  the  large  Monteith  swamp  we  found  that 
the  enemy,  besides  obstructing  the  road  for  nearly  a  mile  by  felling  trees, 
had  built  two  small  earth- works,  and,  with  a  single  gun  and  about  400 
infantry,  was  making  a  show  of  stopping  our  march.  Jackson’s  division 
being  in  advance,  he  was  ordered  to  throw  out  several  regiments  on 
each  Hank,  while  a  brigade  in  the  center  should  make  a  feint  to  engage 
attention  and  enable  the  pioneers  to  clear  the  obstructions.  Our  hope 
of  capturing  the  whole  party  did  not  succeed,  but  their  pretentious 
defenses  were  speedily  abandoned  as  soon  as  a  portion  of  Robinson’s 
brigade,  under  Colonel  West,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  could 
cross  the  swamj^.  The  fugitives  left  behind  a  considerable  quantity  of 
new  clothing  and  accouterments.  Our  loss  was  one  man  killed  and  four 
wounded.  Much  xmaise  was  awarded  to  Colonel  West  for  his  conduct 
on  this  occasion. 

On  the  following  morning  (lOth  of  December)  the  corps  moved  down 
to  Monteith  Station,  on  the  Charleston  railroad,  and,  after  destroying 
some  miles  of  the  road,  marched  to  near  the  Five-Mile  x^ost  on  the  Au¬ 
gusta  and  Savannah  Railroad.  At  this  x^oint,  meeting  with  the  enemy’s 
strong  line  of  defenses  behind  swamps  and  artificial  x^onds,  the  corx)S 
was  ordered  to  encamx)  for  the  night.  During  the  afternoon  a  x^arty 
of  foragers,  wifli  some  cavalry,  succeeded  in  bringing  to  and  capturing, 
near  the  foot  of  Argyle  Island,  a  rebel  disx^atch  boat,  called  the  Ida, 
haying  -on  board  Colonel  Clinch,  of  General  Hardee’s  staff,  with  dis¬ 
patches  for  gun-boats  above.  The  boat  was  unfortunately  set  on  fire 
and  burned.  On  the  11th  Geary’s  division  was  moved  to  tlie  left,  en¬ 
countering  some  opposition  from  rebel  pickets.  Tliey  were,  however, 
driven  back  into  the  main  works,  and  our  line  w'as  established  from  the 
Savannah  River,  near  Williamson’s  xfiantation,  in  advance  of  Pipe- 
maker’s  Creek,  across  the  Charleston  railroad  to  the  Central  railroad, 
a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  junction  of  the  two  roads,  connecting 
with  the  Fourteenth  Corx^s  (Third  Division  on  the  right,  First  Division 
in  center,  and  Second  Division  on  the  left).  On  the  12th  Winegar’s 
battery  (four  3-inch  guns),  which  had  been  placed  in  x)Osition  at  Tweed- 
side  to  command  the  cliannel  between  Argyle  Island  and  the  Georgia 
shore,  drove  back  two  gun-boats  attempting  to  descend  the  river,  and 
so  crix^xfied  the  tender  Resolute  as  to  drive  her  aground,  in  which  posi¬ 
tion  she  was  taken  x:>ossession  of  by  Colonel  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  whose  regiment  was  on  duty  on  Argyle  Island.  Five  naval 
officers  and  nineteen  men  were  cax)tured,  besides  a  quantity  of  ordnance 
and  subsistence  stores.  The  boat,  which  was  without  armament,  was 
subsequently  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster’s  dex^artment,  and  is 
now  in  our  service. 

From  tlie  13th  to  the  20th  several  changes  were  made  in  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  the  troo])s:  Robinson’s  brigade,  of  tlie  Fir.^t  Division,  was  sent 
back  to  Cherokee  Hill  to  cover  tlie  roads  in  oiu'  rear;  two  regiments 
from  Geary’s  division  occu])ied  the  ux)i)er  end  of  Hutchinson’s  Island; 
Carman’s  brigade,  First  Division,  was  svnt  to  Argyle  Island  and 
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subsequently  across  to  the  Carolina  shore  with  a  section  of  Battery  I, 
First  New  York  Artillery.  He  took  up  a  strong  position  on  the  19th 
in  advance  of  Izard’s  house,  and  made  several  demonstrations  and  re¬ 
connaissances  toward  Clydesdale  Creek  and  the  Union  causeway  road 
from  Savannah  to  Hardeeville.  The  enemy  opposed  these  movements 
ill  strong  force.  The  nature  of  the  country  for  miles  back  (being  rice 
plantations  crossed  by  dikes  and  canals)  effectually  prevented  any¬ 
thing  beyond  a  menace.  These  threatening  movements,  however,  un¬ 
doubtedly  hastened  the  evacuation  of  Savannah.  In  the  meantime  our 
main  line  was  iiushed  toward  tlie  enemy’s  Avorks,  and  preparations  for 
assault  made  by  close  reconnaissances,  construction  of  liglit  bridges, 
and  exiieriinents  with  balks  of  the  pontoon  train  and  fascines  of  straw 
and  cane  for  bridging  canals.  Strong  lield-works  were  constructed  for 
the  heavy  guns  and  for  the  field  guns,  some  of  them  masked  on  the 
road  Avithin  150  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line.  These  preparations  were  com¬ 
pleted  on  the  20th.  The  assailable  points  in  our  front  were  very  few; 
almost  every  foot  Avas  covered  deep  by  artificial  ponds  from  the  irrigat¬ 
ing  canals,  behind  Avhich  and  upon  the  approaches  were  strong  earth¬ 
works  for  artillery,  connected  throughout  by  rifle-pits  well  constructed. 
The  confidence  of  the  troops  in  carrying  these  Avorks  was,  however, 
perfect  and  earnest. 

During  the  day  of  the  20th  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  works  and  gun¬ 
boats  was  unusually  heavy  and  continuous.  Reports  from  Carman’s 
brigade  indicated  that  large  columns  Avere  crossing  to  the  Carolina 
shore,  either  to  cover  their  only  line  of  communication  or  preparatory 
to  a  final  evacuation  of  the  city.  In  tlie  night  General  Geary  reported 
to  me  that  the  movements  across  tiie  river  were  apparently  still  going 
on.  Division  commanders  Avere  instructed  to  keep  on  the  alert  and 
press  their  pickets  closer  to  the  rebel  AAmrks,  but  the  enemy,  intending 
to  abandon  his  heavy  guns,  kept  up  a  fire  until  the  moment  of  quitting 
their  defenses.  At  3.30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  Geary 
reported  that  Barnum’s  brigade  was  in  the  rebel  main  line.  Orders 
Avere  sent  him  and  General  Ward  to  adAmnce  the  picket-lines  and  fol¬ 
low  with  their  divisions  into  tfie  city.  By  6  a.  m.  Geary’s  division 
without  opposition  had  entered  the  city.  Patrols  were  sent  out  to  pre¬ 
serve  order.  Two  regiments  were  ordered  to  occupy  Fort  Jackson  and 
other  Avorks  beloAv  the  city.  General  Geary  Avas  temx^orarily  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  post  and  his  division  i)laced  within  the  city. 
The  retreating  rebels  had  disconnected  the  pontoon  bridge  to  Hutch¬ 
inson’s  Island  and  set  fire  to  that  connecting  Avith  the  Carolina  shore. 
The  ram  Savannah  still  lay  off  Screven’s  Ferry,  two  miles  or  so  away, 
and  occasionally  fired  a  shot  toward  the  toAvn.  She  was  evidently 
covering  the  removal  of  supplies  uj)  the  causeway  road.  There  were 
no  means  of  reaching  her,  and  our  guns,  though  well  served,  plainly 
did  her  no  damage.  At  night  she  Avas  destroyed,  as  had  been  all  the 
other  rebel  public  vessels  the  day  previous. 

The  troops  of  the  corps  Avhile  in  front  of  the  rebel  works  suffered  a 
number  of  casualties.  Among  those  killed  Avas  Lieut.  C.  A.  Ahreets, 
One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  assistant  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Asmussen,  insi)ector-general  of  the  corps,  an  excellent 
and  faithful  young  officer.  Among  the  severely  Avounded  was  Col. 
John  H.  Ketcham,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  NeAv  York  Volunteers, 
an  officer  of  siij^erior  intelligence  and  AAmrth.  Major  Wright,  Twenty- 
ninth  Ohio  Volunteers,  an  excellent  officer,  also  receiA^ed  a  painful 
wound. 
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I  append  hereto  a  series  of  campaign  maps,*  prepared  by  Captain 
McDowell,  chief  topographical  engineer  for  the  corps,  showing  the 
positions  of  the  several  divisions  at  each  camp  during  the  march  from 
Atlanta  to  Savannah.  These  positions  were  laid  down  and  the  notes 
accompanying  the  maps  kept  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Asmussen,  inspec¬ 
tor-general  of  the  corps.  The  faithful  and  skillful  manner  in  which  this 
work  is  done  presents  a  complete  and  accurate  view  of  the  daily 
marches  of  the  corps. 

Tabular  statement  marked  A  shows  the  casualties  of  the  corps  by 
divisions  during  the  campaign — an  aggregate  of  12  killed,  88  wounded, 
165  missing.  Of  the  missing  the  greater  x^art  were  stragglers  and 
small  parties  of  foragers  captured.  Some  few  were  deserting  bounty- 
jumpers,  who  had  reached  us  just  before  marching  from  Atlanta.  In  the 
case  of  Captain  Eeid,  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 
missing  with  a  detail  of  forty- three  men,  foraging,  I  have  ordered  a 
special  report  of  the  statements  made  by  a  rebel  cavalry  officer  who 
was  of  the  capturing  i^arty.  If  these  statements  are  true.  Captain  Eeid 
behaved  in  a  most  shameful  and  cowardly  manner,  and  should  be  dis¬ 
missed  in  disgrace.  As  both  officer  and  men  are  still  prisoners  of  war 
no  proper  investigation  can  now  be  made. 

We  captured,  on  the  march  and  before  Savannah,  30  officers  (13  of 
whom  were  naval),  135  privaites,  and  14  seamen j  122  deserters  came 
into  our  ranks.  A  tabular  statement  and  list  of  officers  cai^tured  x^re- 
pared  by  Major  Parks,  x^rovost-marshal,  is  attached  hereto,  marked  B.t 
A  very  considerable  number  of  x3risouers  were  taken  on  entering  the  city, 
all  of  whom  are  in  the  hands  of  the  post  commandant  and  will  be  the 
subject  of  report  by  him. 

I  make  the  following  estimates  of  public  property  destroyed  and  sup¬ 
plies  taken  from  the  country,  ux^oii  information  from  commanders  and 
staff  officers,  approved  by  my  own  observation  and  judgment: 


Miles  marched  by  the  troops .  305 

Miles  trains  moved  (as  per  odometer) .  281.  35 

Miles  of  railroad  destroyed . . .  71 


Besides  railroad  destroyed,  more  than  a  million  feet  of  timber  for  the 
largest  sized  bridges  and  thousands  of  cords  of  wood  were  burned. 


Number  of  animals  taken  from  country : 

Horses,  reported  by  Captain  Whittelsey,  chief  quartermaster .  410 

Horses,  reported  by  Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery .  40 

Horses,  put  into  teams  and  not  reported  (estimated) .  150 


600 

Mules,  reported  by  Captain  Whittelsey .  1, 020 

Mules,  reported  by  Major  Reynolds .  100 

Mules,  put  into  trains  in  exchange  for  x^dor  animals  and  never  reported 
(estimated) .  600 


1,  720 

Total  animals .  2,  320 

Forage — 

By  Captain  Whittelsey’s  re2)ort : 

Pounds. 

Corn  taken  en  route .  1,  227,  984 

Corn  taken  east  of  Atlanta .  1,  932,  468 

Bj'  Major  Reynolds’  report . .  130,  000 


Total  corn .  3,  290,  452  , 


*  See  Plate  LXXI,  Mai>s  )  to  11  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Omitted, 
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Forage — 

By  Captain  Whittelsey’s  report :  Pounds. 

Fodder  taken  en  route .  1,091,819 

Fodder  taken  near  Atlanta .  138,  200 


Total  fodder .  1, 229,  819 


Rice  fodder: 

By  Captain  Wkittelsey’s  report .  550,  694 

By  Major  Reynolds’  report .  20,  000 


Total  rice  fodder .  570,  694 


There  was  with  the  corps  an  average  of  over  7,000  animals.  At  the 
regulation  allowance  these  animals  would  have  consumed,  in  twenty- 
days,  2,100,000  pounds  corn;  hay  or  fodder,  2,450,000  pounds. 

I  estimate  that  at  least  this  quantity  was  taken  from  the  country  on 
the  march  and  exclusive  of  that  taken  before  marching  from  Atlanta. 
Upon  this  basis  estimates  made  on  actual  returns  to  Captain  Whit- 
telsey  and  Major  Eeynolds  will  be  increased  over  700,000  pounds  of 
corn  and  800,000  pounds  of  fodder.  The  waste  of  this,  as  of  other 
articles,  was  enormous. 


Subsistence  taken  from  the  country,  as  per  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balloch,  chief 

commissary  of  subsistence. 


Fresh  beef . 

Fresh  pork  and  mutton 

Rice . 

Flour . 

Sweet  potatoes . 

Sorghum  sirup . 


-pounds..  400,000 
...do....  150,000 
...do....  110,000 
...do....  20,000 

bushels..  6,500 
.gallons..  4,000 


Of  the  quantities  of  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  and  poultry  of  all  kinds 
taken,  no  approximate  estimate  can  be  made.  For  at  least  200  miles  of 
our  route  these  articles  were  in  great  abuo dance,  and  were  used  lavishly 
and  wastefully.  So  of  the  other  articles  above  mentioned,  it  would  be 
safe  to  say  that  the  amount  might  be  doubled  for  waste  and  subsist¬ 
ence  of  the  thousands  of  refugee  slaves  who  followed  our  march. 

Cotton. — I  estimate  the  quantity  of  cotton  burned  by  the  corps  at 
5,000  bales,  or  2,500,000  pounds.  The  estimate  is  probably  low,  as  our 
line  of  march  was  through  some  of  the  best  cotton-growing  portions 
of  Georgia,  and  we  swept,  with  our  foragers  and  Hankers,  a  belt  of  six  to 
eight  miles  in  width  of  all  the  cotton  and  most  of  the  gins  and  presses. 
No  large  accumulations  Avere  found  except  at  MilledgeAulle,  rejAorted 
1,800  bales,  bonded  by  order  of  General  Sherman  ;  near  Sandersville, 
whereabout  100  bales  were  destroyed;  at  Lee  Jordan’s  plantation,  280 
bales  destroyed  by  General  Geary,  and  at  Tennille  Station,  on  Central 
railroad,  where  between  300  and  400  bales  were  burned;  other  lots  rang¬ 
ing  from  ten  to  thirty  bales  were  frequently  found. 

Fuffitive  slaves. — Negroes  of  all  ages  and  of  every  variety  of  physical 
condition,  from  the  infant  in  its  mother’s  arms  to  the  decrepid  old  man, 
joined  the  column  from  plantations  and  from  cross-roads,  singly  and 
in  large  groups,  on  foot,  on  horseback,  and  in  every  description  of 
vehicles.  The  vehicles  were  discarded,  as  obstructing  the  progress  of 
our  very  long  column.  Beyond  this  no  effort  Avas  made  to  drive  away 
the  fugitives.  The  deca-epid,  the  aged,  and  the  feeble  Avere  told  of  the 
long  journey  before  them,  and  advised  to  remain  behind.  I  estimate 
that  at  from  0,000  to  8,000  slaves,  at  different  points  in  the  cam¬ 
paign,  joined  the  march  of  this  corps,  of  whom  something  over  2,500 
reached  our  camp  before  Savannah.  About  1,700,  of  Avhom  one-third 
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were  able-bodied,  were,  on  account  of  scarcity  of  subsistence,  placed  in 
colony  on  the  Coleraine  plantation,  on  the  Savannah  Eiver,  and  plenti¬ 
fully  supplied  with  rice,  and  occasionally  with  beef.  Tlie  able-bodied 
men  were  employed  in  transporting  rice  from  the  islands  and  in  work¬ 
ing  rice  mills.  When  communication  was  opened  by  way  of  the 
Ogeechee  the  whole  colony  was  turned  over  to  the  chief  quartermaster 
and  chief  commissary.  Four  hundred  to  500,  not  of  the  colony,  found 
employment  as  officers’  servants  and  teamsters  for  the  Government. 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  destroyed  in  MiUedgeville,  per  report  of  Colonel  Hawley, 

commanding  post. 


Muskets  (caliber  .69) .  2,300 

Accouteniieiits  (sets) . . .  300 

Lauces . . .  5,  000 

Cutlasses .  1,  500 

Ammunition  (caliber  .69) . rounds. .  10,  000 

Ammunition  (fixed  artillery)  . boxes..  170 

Powder . kegs..  200 


Destroyed  at  Milledyeville  dy  Lieutenant  Shepherd,  ordnance  officer,  artillery,  as  per  re¬ 
port  of  Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery. 

Fixed  ammunition : 

Artillery . rounds..  3,  500 

Infantry . do _  20,  000 

Sharps  primers . boxes..  2 

Powder . pounds..  2,000 

Major  Keynolds  reports  the  number  of  guns  of  all  calibers  found  in 
and  around  Savannah  in  works  first  taken  possession  of  by  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Corps  at  89.  Of  these,  23  of  calibers  from  6-pounder  smooth-bores 
to  42-pounder  carronades  were  found  in  position  in  front  of  the  line 
occupied  by  the  corps  before  Savannah.  Major  Keynolds’  report,  for¬ 
warded  herewith,  will  furnish  details.*  On  entering  the  city  General 
Geary  took  possession  of  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  and 
materials  of  war,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  his  report  to  these 
headquarters.  They  are  not  recapitulated,  as  the  chief  ordnance  offi¬ 
cer  has  doubtless  already  received  schedules  of  them. 

Notwithstanding  repeated  instances  of  wanton  pillage  occurred  on 
the  march,  the  general  conduct  of  the  men  was  orderly,  contented,  and 
faithful  to  duty.  The  nature  of  the  march  was  calculated  to  relax  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  yet,  after  all,  it  was  comparatively  but  the  few  (ever  found 
in  large  bodies  of  men)  who  were  disorderly  and  vicious.  The  labor, 
especially  of  those  in  guard  of  the  trains,  was  very  arduous,  often 
extending  through  the  night.  I  calculate  our  average  daily  marches 
for  each  marching  day  exceeded  thirteen  miles.  Two  of  the  divisions 
rested  but  one  entire  day  without  marching. 

The  division  commanders  deserve  my  cordial  acknowledgments  for 
zealous,  cheerful,  and  intelligent  co-operation  at  all  times.  I  desire  also 
to  acknowledge  the  valuable  services  of  Major  Yates  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  First  Michigan  Mechanics  and  Engineers,  who,  while  tern- 
l)orarily  attached  to  the  corps,  were  indefatigable,  as  well  as  skillful,  in 
assisting  in  the  destruction  of  railroads,  in  constructing  bridges,  and 
repairing  roads. 

From  the  length  of  the  column,  often  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles,  the  duties 
which  fell  upon  several  officers  of  the  staft  were  often  very  laborious 
and  fatiguing,  but  were  always  executed  with  cheerfulness  and  zeal. 
I  desire,  in  an  especial  report  hereafter,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 

*  See  j).  356, 
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major-general  commanding,  and  tLroiigh  him  to  the  Government,  the 
names  of  such  of  these  officers  whose  meritorious  services  on  this  and 
previous  campaigns  entitle  them,  I  think,  to  promotion. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  division  commanders  and  such 
subordinate  reports  as  have  been  received,  also  reports  and  statements 
of  staff  officers  covering  estimates  of  property  destroyed  and  supplies 
taken  from  the  country. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, . 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


A. 


Re'^ort  of  casualties  in  the  Twentieth  Corps  from  October  38  to  December  37,  1864, 

inclusive. 


Division. 

Killed. 

W  ounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

d 

1 

i  Officers. 

i 

Men. 

Officers. 

i 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps . 

1 

1 

109 

114 

37 

4 

First  Division . 

2 

8 

1 

2 

2 

1 

17 

58 

7 

1 

88 

46 

28 

2 

Spennfl  Division  . . . 

Third  Division . 

Artillery  .  . . . . 

1 

Total . 

1 

11 

5 

83 

1 

164 

265 

Journal  accompanying  campaign  maps^*  showing  positions  of  the  Twentieth 
Army  Corps  on  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah^  November  15  to 
December  21,  1864,  submitted  ivith  report  of  Bvt.  Maj,  Gen,  A,  S,  Will¬ 
iams,  U.  S.  Army,  dated  January  9,  1865. 

November  15, — Order  of  march :  First,  Second,  and  Third  Divisions. 
The  Third  Division  did  not  arrive  at  the  place  of  destination  until  8 
a.  m.  next  day.  No  supplies  gathered.  Weather  fine.  Koad  good,  but 
hilly.  No  important  bridges  on  streams  were  crossed.  Distance,  six¬ 
teen  miles. 

November  16. — Order  of  march:  Second,  Third,  and  First  Divisions. 
Weather  tine.  Road  good,  but  hilly.  The  crossing  of  the  Yellow  River 
at  Rock  Bridge  bad  and  easily  disputed.  Suj)plies  scanty,  except  some 
forage  and  live  stock.  Distance,  eight  miles. 

November  17. — Order  of  march:  Second,  Third,  and  First  Divisions. 
Weather  tine.  Road  good,  but  very  hilly,  particularly  at  tlie  crossing 
of  Little  Haynes  Creek.  Supplies  more  plenty.  Distance,  sixteen 
miles. 

November  18. — Order  of  march :  Second,  Third,  and  First  Divisions. 
Weather  tine.  Rain  during  the  night.  Road  excellent.  Water  scarce 
after  leaving  the  Ulcofauhachee  River.  Suppli(^s  scarce.  Poor  country. 
Distance,  titteen  miles. 


*  .Se«5  Plate  LXXI,»Mai)M  1  to  1 1  of  tlui  Atlas. 
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JSfovemJ)er  19. — Order  of  marcli:  Cavalry,  First  and  Third  Divis¬ 
ions,  the  Second  Division  detached.  Railroad  destroyed  to  Madison. 
Weather  rainy.  Roads  good,  but  muddy.  Supplies  more  plenty. 
Distance,  seven  miles. 

November  20. — Order  oi  march:  Cavalry,  Third  and  First  Divisions, 
Second  Division  detached.  Weather  cloudy.  Commenced  raining  5 
p.  m.  Road  good,  but  heavy.  Supplies  not  so  plenty.  Distance, 
twelve  miles. 

November  21. — Order  of  march :  Cavalry,  Third  and  First  Divisions, 
Second  Division  detached.  Pontoons  laid  across  Little  River.  Weather 
very  rainy.  Road  very  muddy  and  worn.  The  condition  of  the  road 
caused  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  to  encamp  two  miles  to  the 
rear.  Supplies  more  plenty.  Distance,  thirteen  miles. 

November  22. — Order  of  march :  Cavalry,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Divisions.  Weather  cold,  clear,  but  windy.  Road  good.  Supplies 
plenty.  Distance,  fifteen  miles. 

November  23. — The  troops  remained  in  camp. 

November  24. — Order  of  march :  Cavalry,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Divisions.  Weather  fine.  Road  excellent.  Supplies  not,  so  plenty. 
Distance  thirteen  miles. 

November  25. — Order  of  inarch :  Cavalry,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Divisions.  The  cavalry  had  a  skirmish  with  Wheeler’s  cavalry. 
Weather  fine.  Road  good,  except  the  crossing  of  Buffalo  Creek,  the 
bridges  of  the  dam  being  destroyed.  Supplies  not  so  plenty.  Poor 
country.  Distance,  eight  miles. 

November  26. — Order  of  march:  First,  Second,  Third  Divisions,  cav¬ 
alry  on  the  flanks.  The  troops  entered  Saiidersville  simultaneously 
with  Fourteenth  Corps,  skirmishing  with  enemy’s  cavalry.  After 
entering  town  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  preceded  by  the  cavalry, 
went  to  Tennille  Station  to  destroy  the  railroad.  The  Michigan  Engi¬ 
neers  reported  for  duty  and  accompanied  the  column  to  said  Station 
No.  13.  Third  Division  covered  trains  at  Sandersville.  Weather 
clear.  Road  excellent.  Supplies  plenty.  Distance,  twelve  miles. 

November  27. — Order  of  march:  First  Division,  preceded  by  the  caA- 
alry,  moved  south  of  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  while  Second  Division 
and  Michigan  Engineers  destroyed  the  same  to  within  five  miles  of 
Davisborough.  The  Third  Division  and  trains  moved  from  Sanders¬ 
ville  to  Davisborough.  Weather  fine.  Road  excellent.  The  bridge 
at  Davisborough  over  Williamson’s  Swamp  Creek  Avas  not  destroyed. 
Supplies  plenty.  Distance,  fifteen  miles. 

November  28. — Order  of  march:  The  Cavalry,  Third  Division,  and 
train  moved  tovvard  LouisAulle  and  encamped  on  Ogeechee  Rh^er.  The 
First  Division  destroyed  railroad  to  Spiers  Station.  The  Michigan  En¬ 
gineers  and  Second  Division  destroyed  railroad  at  and  west  of  DaAus- 
borough,  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  DiAusion,  coA^ering  part  of  the 
train  to  Spiers  Station.  Weather  fine.  Road  excellent.  Supplies 
abundant.  Distance,  twelve  miles. 

November  29. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  Third  DiAusion,  and  train 
crossed  the  Ogeechee  and  Rocky  Comfort  Creek  on  pontoons  and  en¬ 
camped  southeast  of  LouisAulle.  The  First  and  Second  Brigades,  First 
l^ivision,  destroyed  railroad  from  Spiers  Station  to  Station  lOi;  the 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Di\fision,  from  lOJ  to  Ogeechee  RiA^er;  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  Second  Division  and  Michigan  Engineers  moA^ed  up  from 
Davisborough,  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  protecting  part  of  train. 
Weather  fine.  Road  good.  Supi)lies  plenty.  Distance,  nine  miles. 

November  30. — Order  of  march  :  Finding  llagford’s  Bridge  destroyed, 
the  First  and  Second  Divisions  und  ^li(‘liigan  Engineers  crossed  the 
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O^eecliee  at  Coward’s  Bridge  after  repairing  it,  and  encamped  on  the 
right  of  the  Third  Division.  Weather  warm.  Boad  swampy.  Sup- 
])]ies  scarce.  Poor  country.  Distance,  ten  miles. 

December  1. — Order  of  march :  Cavalry,  Second  Division,  Michigan 
Engineers,  First  and  Third  Divisions.  Weather  warm.  Road  swampy. 
Supplies  more  i)leiity.  Distance,  thirteen  miles. 

December  2. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  Second  Division,  Michigan 
Engineers,  First  and  Third  Divisions.  The  cavalry  drove  in  the  rebel 
pickets  near  Buck  Head  Church.  Weather  cloudy.  Road  good,  except 
the  crossing  Buck  Head  Creek,  the  bridges  across  the  swamp  being 
partially  destroyed.  Supplies  abundant.  Distance,  eleven  miles. 

December  3. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  First  Division,  Michigan 
Engineers,  Third  and  Second  Divisions.  Weather  cloudy.  Clear  in 
the  afternoon.  Road  good.  Supi>lies  plenty.  Distance,  fifteen  miles. 

December  4, — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  First  Division,  Michigan 
Engineers,  Third  and  Second  Divisions.  Weather  fine.  Road  swampy. 
Supplies  not  so  plenty.  Distance,  fifteen  miles. 

December  5. — Order  of  march:  Third,  Second,  and  First  Divisions. 
Cavalry  sent  to  communicate  with  Fourteenth  Corps.  Michigan  Engi¬ 
neers  ordered  to  army  headquarters.  Weather  fine.  Road  fair.  Sup¬ 
plies  plenty.  Distance,  six  miles. 

December  6. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  Third,  Second,  and  First 
Divisions.  AVeather  good.  It  rained  during  the  night.  Road  fair — 
swampy.  Supplies  plenty.  Distance,  thirteen  miles. 

December  7. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  Third,  Second,  and  First 
Divisions.  Weather,  raining  in  the  morning,  cloudy  in  the  afternoon. 
Road  fair,  but  swampy.  The  crossing  of  Jacks  Creek,  near  Springfield, 
was  very  bad.  Supplies  abundant.  Distance,  ten  miles. 

December  8. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  Second,  First,  Third  Divis¬ 
ions,  and  train.  Weather  fine.  Road  good  until  the  troops  struck  the 
Eden  Cross-Road,  which  was  very  swampy.  Supplies  plenty.  Dis¬ 
tance,  ten  miles. 

December  9. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Divisions.  The  First  Division  repulsed  the  enemy  near  Monteith. 
Weather  cloudy.  Road,  good  pike.  Supplies  plenty.  Distance,  nine 
miles. 

December  10. — Order  of  march:  Cavalry,  First,  Third,  and  Second 
Divisions.  First  Division  destroyed  Charleston  railroad.  The  troops 
captured  steamer  Ida  and  burnt  it.  Weather  cloudy.  Road,  good 
pike.  Distance,  ten  miles. 

December  11. — The  troops  moved  into  position  in  frontof  the  enemy’s 
works.  The  Third  Division  established  connection  with  Seventeenth 
Corps,  which  was  that  day  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  Breast¬ 
works  thrown  up.  Twenty-second  AVisconsin  and  Battery  I,  First  New 
York  Artillery,  moved  to  the  Savannah  River.  Eighty-second  and  One 
hundred  and  first  Regiments  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  Sixty-first  Regi¬ 
ment  Ohio  Volunteers  stationed  at  Cherokee  Hill.  AVeather  fine,  but 
cold.  Supplies  scanty.  A  quantity  of  rice  was  found  and  a  mill  set  to 
running  to  prepare  it  for  the  troops. 

OPERATIONS  BEFORE  SAVANNAH. 

December  12. — Third  Regiment  Wisconsiii  Volunteers  crossed  to  Ar- 
gyle  Island.  Steamer  Resolute  cajdured. 

December  13. — The  remainder  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 
iMoved  to  Cherokee  Hill  to  protect  the  rear,  and  formed  connection  on 
its  left  with  imrtion  of  Fourteenth  Corps. 
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December  14, — -Two  regiments  of  Second  Division  pnslied  over  on  to 
Hutcliinson’s  Island. 

December  15. — Second  Eegiment  Massaclinsetts  Volunteers  re-en¬ 
forced  Third  Eegiinent  Wisconsin  Volunteers  on  Argyle  Island. 

Deceynber  16. — Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  relieved  remainder 
of  Second  Brigade,  Pirst  Division,  the  latter  crossing  over  to  Argyle 
Island. 

December  19. — The  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
crossed  over  to  the  South  Carolina  shore  and  iiitrenched  themselves 
between  Clydesdale  Creek  and  the  house  of  Mr.  Izard. 

December  21. — Savannah  having  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  the 
Second  Division  took  possession  of  the  city  early  in  the  morning.  The 
Third  and  First  Divisions  arrived  during  the  day. 


No.  78. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  J.  Jachson,  IT.  S.  Army^  commanding 

First  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division  from  the  time  at  which  I  was  placed  in  com¬ 
mand  to  the  time  of  the  occupation  of  Savannah : 

November  11,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  124,  headquarters 
Twentieth  Corps,  I  assnmed  command  of  the  First  Division,  Twentieth 
Corps.  November  13,  the  Second  Brigade  (Col.  E.  A.  Carman  com¬ 
manding)  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  a  point  on  the  Chattanooga  rail¬ 
road,  midway  between  the  Chattahoochee  bridge  and  the  city  of  At¬ 
lanta,  and  destroy  the  railroad  track  each  way.  Colonel  Carman  reported 
'that  he  destroyed  three  miles  and  a  half.  November  15,  pursuant  to 
orders  previously  received,  the  division,  having  the  advauce  of  the  corps, 
moved  ont  of  Atlanta  at  7  a.  in.,  taking  the  road  through  Decatur  and 
encamping  at  night  one  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  Stone  Mountain. 
The  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  (Colonel  Cogswell  commanding) 
remained  behind  to  destroy  the  public  property  in  the  city  and  accom¬ 
pany  the  Fourteenth  Corps  until  such  time  as  it  could  rejoin  its  com¬ 
mand.  Marched  sixteen  miles.  November  1(5,  the  division,  being 
ordered  to  march  in  the  rear,  did  not  break  camp  until  2  p.  m.  In  the 
meantime  the  Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Bobinson  commanding)  moved 
to  the  Georgia  railroad  and  destroyed  two  miles  of  the  track.  The  road 
was  hilly  and  rough,  and  the  march  consequently  impeded  by  the  several 
trains  of  the  corps;  crossed  Yellow  Biver  and  encamped  at  10  p.  m.  near 
Bock  Bridge  Post-Office;  marched  ten  miles.  November  17,  marcffied 
at  10  a.  7n.  in  the  rear;  crossed  No  Business,  Big  Haynes,  and  Little 
Haynes  Creeks  and  encanq)ed  for  the  night  near  Flat  Creek,  the  rear 
of  the  division  not  getting  up  until  after  midnight;  distance,  thirteen 
miles.  November  18,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  still  having  the  rear  of  the 
c.or])s;  passed  through  Social  Circle  at  noon,  where  we  crossed  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Georgia  railroad;  after  passing  Social  Circle  the  road 
was  good,  and  at  10  p.  m.  the  whole  division  was  in  camp  Avithin  live 
miles  of  Madison,  having  marched  nineteen  miles.  November  19,  the 
division  had  charge  of  the  entire  wagon  train  of  the  coi  ps,  the  other 
two  divisions  having  been  assigned  to  other  dtity;  marched  at  7  a.  m., 
passing  through  Madison,  and  encamped  four  miles  south  of  that  place; 
marched  nine  miles. 
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November  20,  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  tbe  division  being  in  tlie  rear 
and  guarding  one-balf  of  the  trains  of  the  Second  Division.  Cons^id- 
erable  rain  had  fallen,  which  retarded  the  movement  of  the  trains  so 
that  the  rear  did  not  get  into  camp  until  11  p.  m.  Encamped  within 
four  miles  and  a  half  of  Eatonton,  having  marched  fourteen  miles.  No¬ 
vember  21,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  still  in  the  rear,  and  having  the  same 
number  of  wagons  to  guard.  Passed  through  Eatonton  at  12  m.  On 
account  of  continued  rain  the  roads  were  extremely  muddy,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatest  labor  that  a  portion  of  the  trains  could  be  got  along; 
marched  twelve  miles.  November  22,  crossed  Little  Kiver  at  9  a.  m.,  the 
division  having  the  advance.  The  head  of  the  column  arrived  within 
one  mile  of  Milledgeville  at  2  p.  m.,  having  met  with  no  opposition. 
Here  the  command  was  halted,  and,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  the  Third  Wis¬ 
consin  and  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers  weresent  for¬ 
ward  to  occupy,  as  provost  guard,  the  city.  Colonel  Hawley,  command¬ 
ing  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  being  appointed  post  commander. 
The  remainder  of  the  division  was  then  marched  through  the  city  across 
the  Oconee  Kiver,  where  it  encamped,  with  right  resting  on  that 
river;  marched  fourteen  miles.  November  23,  pursuant  to  orders 
from  headquarters  of  the  corps,  1  ordered  the  First  Brigade  (Col¬ 
onel  Selfridge  commanding)  to  proceed  to  the  Gordon  and  Milledge¬ 
ville  Kailroad  and  destroy  the  track.  Colonel  Selfridge  reported 
,that  he  effectually  destroyed  five  miles  of  the  track.  The  remainder 
of  my  command  remained  in  camp,  resting  after  their  tedious  marches. 
November  24,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  having  the  advance;  roads  good; 
encamped  at  4  p.  m.,  having  marched  fifteen  miles.  November  25; 
moved  at  0  a.  m.,  having  again  the  lead.  Beached  Buffalo  Swamp 
at  8  a.  m.  Found  that  the  bridges  (nine  in  number)  had  been  destroyed 
by  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  delayed  the  column  until  2  p.  m.  Encamped 
at  4  p.  m.  Cavalry  skirmishing  in  front;  distance,  nine  miles.  Novem¬ 
ber  2(),  marched  at  G  a.  m.,  the  division  still  having  the  advance.  En¬ 
tered  Sandersville  at  11  a.  in.,  having  driven  out  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
with  liiy  skirmish  line.  Leaving  the  wagon  trains  to  be  guarded  by  the 
Third  Division,  my  command  marched  to  the  Georgia  Central  Kailroad 
at  Tennille  Station  and  destroyed  six  miles  of  track,  the  railroad 
depot.  Government  warehouses,  and  342  bales  of  cotton ;  marched  nine 
miles.  November  27,  marched  to  Davisborough,  sixteen  miles.  No¬ 
vember  28  and  29,  destroyed  the  Georgia  Central  Kailroad  from  Davis¬ 
borough  to  Bostwick  Station,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  together  with 
the  depots  and  Government  buildings  along  that  portion  of  the  road; 
also  two  saw  mills  and  lumber  yards  and  four  large  bridges,  frameil 
and  ready  for  use,  estimated  to  contain  1,500,000  feet  of  lumber.  No¬ 
vember  30,  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Kiver  and  joined  the  trains  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  having  marched  eleven  miles. 

December  1,  moved  at  11.30  a.  m.,  being  the  center  division  in  col¬ 
umn;  portion  of  the  road  very  bad.  The  First  Brigad(‘-  (Colonel  Self¬ 
ridge  commanding)  Avas,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Williams,  com¬ 
manding  corps,  directed  to  report  to  General  Ward  to  assist  in  guard¬ 
ing  the  trains  of  the  cavalry.  Fncami)cdat  llj).  m.;  marched  ten  miles. 
December  2,  marched  through  Birdville  to  Buck  Head  Church,  thirteen 
miles;  the  First  Brigade  reported  back  to  the  command.  December 
3,  crossed  the  Waynesborough  railioad  three  miles  north  of  Milieu. 
The  enemy  having  destroyecl  the  bridges,  the  column  was  someAvhat 
delayed.  Kncamped  on  Hoi'se  (vreek  at4p.  in.,  having  marclied  fifteen 
miles  and  a  half,  the  division  being  in  advance.  December  4,  division 
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again  in  advance;  crossed  several  streams;  country  low;  marclied 
fourteen  miles.  December  5,  marched  at  3  p.  m.,  having  waited  in 
camp  for  the  other  divisions  to  pass;  the  road  was  extremely  bad  and 
but  three  miles  was  made  at  11  x).  m.,  at  which  time  the  division  went 
into  camp.  December  6,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  still  in  the  rear;  roads  very 
hard;  marched  fourteen  miles.  December  7,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  still  in 
rear,  and  encamped  at  10  x).  m.  near  Sx^ringfield;  country  low  and 
swampy,  and  roads  bad;  marched  fifteen  miles.  December  8,  leaving 
the  wagon  trains  in  charge  of  Third  Division  my  command  moved 
through  Springfield  in  rear  of  Second  Division;  marched  sixteen  miles. 
December  9,  my  command  moved  in  advance,  coming  into  the  main 
Savannah  road  shortly  after  leaving  camp.  On  arriving  at  Monteith 
Swamp,  about  noon,  the  road  was  found  very  much  obstructed  by  felled 
trees.  Beyond  the  x^ortion  of  the  road  obstructed  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  two  redoubts,  and  in  the  more  advanced  one  had  x^osted  a 
piece  of  artillery,  which  commanded  the  road  and  prevented  the  removal 
of  the  obstructions.  Having  ordered  Colonel  Selfridge  (commanding 
First  Brigade)  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  front,  I  sent  the 
Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Carman  commanding)  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
with  instructions  to  advance  well  around  the  enemy’s  left  and  endeavor 
to  get  in  his  rear.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered  Colonel  Robinson  (com¬ 
manding  Third  Brigade)  to  send  three  regiments  to  the  left  of  the  road 
to  come  ux^  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy.  Owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground  (a  rice  swamx)).  Carman’s  brigade  was  unable  to  reach  the 
desired  position  before  the  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  had 
debouched  from  the  woods  on  the  right  ot  the  enemy’s  works.  The 
enemy  fled,  after  firing  one  volley,  leaving  their  knapsacks  and  camxi 
equipage,  but  succeeded  in  removing  the  piece  of  artillery.  Four  x^ris- 
oners  were  captured.  My  loss  was  one  man  killed  and  seven  wounded. 
The  distance  marched  was  nine  miles. 

December  10,  struck  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  at  Mon¬ 
teith  Station,  ten  miles  from  Savannah.  After  destroying  three  miles  of 
the  track,  my  command  advanced  toward  Savannah,  following  the  Third 
Division.  When  within  five  miles  of  the  city,  the  enemy  having  been 
found  in  an  intrenched  position,  by  direction  of  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  the  corps  I  placed  my  command  in  xtosition,  Avith  right 
resting  on  Savannah  road.  I  then  ordered  Colonel  Selfridge,  Avliose 
brigade  was  on  the  left,  to  send  a  regiment  with  instructions  to  go  if 
possible  to  the  river.  Afterward,  it  having  been  rex^orted  that  this  reg¬ 
iment  Avas  meeting  with  resistance,  I  ordered  Selfridge  to  re-enforce  it 
with  another  regiment.  Owing,  however,  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at 
which  the  expedition  started  it  did  not  succeed  in  reaching  the  river. 
On  the  11th  I  ordered  a  reconnaissance  to  be  made  in  front  of  my  line, 
consisting  of  two  regiments  of  Carman’s  brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  which  developed 
the  enemy’s  position,  and  the  nature  of  the  intervening  ground.  On 
the  same  day,  by  direction  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the 
corps,  I  directed  Colonel  Carman  to  send  one  regiment  to  Argyle  Island 
to  secure  the  stores  and  hold  the  rice  mills  upon  tlie  island.  Pursuant 
to  orders  from  headquarters  of  the  cori^s,  I  also  directed  Colonel  Robin¬ 
son,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  to  send  three  regiments  to  the  rear  to 
protect  the  trains,  and  on  the  13th  Colonel  Robinson  was  directed  to 
take  the  remainder  of  his  brigade  to  the  same  position.  On  the  15th 
the  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Colonel  CogSA\'ell  commanding, 
was  ordered  to  report  AAuth  his  regiment  to  Colonel  Hawley  on  Argyle 
Island,  and  on  the  next  day,  X)ursuant  to  orders  from  headquarters  of 
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the  corps,  I  directed  Colonel  Carman  to  move  the  remaining  regiments 
of  his  brigade  to  Argyle  Island  and  from  thence  to  the  South  Carolina 
shore.  Owing  to  the  want  of  boats  the  passage  to  the  South  Carolina 
shore  was  made  with  great  difficulty,  and  it  was  not  until  the  19th 
instant  that  the  whole  brigade  had  effected  a  landing  on  the  Carolina 
shore,  where  it  took  up  a  position  threatening  the  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  road.  Understanding  that  the  object  of  this  movement  was  merely 
to  threaten  the  enemy’s  only  line  of  communications,  and  thereby  cause 
him  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  his  main  line  in  front  of  Savannah,  I 
directed  Colonel  Carman  to  present  a  bold  front  and  sent  out  freciuent 
reconnaissances.  On  the  morning  of  the  2 1st,  the  enemy  having  evac¬ 
uated  the  city  of  Savannah  during  the  afternoon  and  night  previous,  I 
received  orders  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  corps  to  move 
the  First  and  Second  brigades  to  a  position  nearer  the  city.  The  First 
Brigade  was  moved  at  once  to  the  position  assigned  to  it,  but  owing  to  the 
high  winds  which  prevailed  during  this  and  the  following  day,  and  the 
activity  of  the  enemy,  quite  a  force  of  which  still  remained  in  liis  front. 
Colonel  Carman  was  unable  to  cross  his  entire  brigade  to  the  Georgia 
shore  until  the  afternoon  of  the  22d.  During  the  crossing.  Col.  John 
H.  Ketcham,  commanding  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Yolun- 
teers,  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  was  wounded  severely  in  the  thigh. 
In  the  evening  of  the  22d  the  Second  Brigade  was  brought  to  its  pres¬ 
ent  camp,  and  on  the  following  morning  the  Third  Brigade,  which  had 
remained  in  its  old  position  until  the  trains  could  be  moved  to  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  the  city,  was  also  brought  up  and  encamped,  with  right  resting 
on  Savannah  Eiver. 

During  the  march,  which  from  time  of  leaving  Atlanta  to  the  arrival 
before  Savannah  occupied  twenty-six  days,  the  troops  of  my  command 
subsisted  mostly  upon  provisions  taken  from  the  country  through 
which  we  passed,  and  were  abundantly  supplied.  After  arriving  in 
front  of  Savannah  a  large  supply  of  rice  was  found  on  the  i^lantations 
in  the  vicinity,  upon  which,  with  the  beef-cattle  on  hand,  the  command 
subsisted  until  supplies  were  obtained  from  the  fleet. 

Tbe  following  supi)lies  were  taken  from  the  country  by  the  foraging 


parties  which  were  sent  out 

Beef-c:ittle . 

daily: 

560 

Meal  and  flour . . . . , 

1,500 
1,000 
95,  000 
1,000 

Sheep  . 

,soo 

Bacon . . 

. do _ 

Hogs . 

500 

Fresh  meat . 

. do  . . . 

Corn . 

298,  472 

Sugar . 

Fodder . . 

399,  051 

Tobacco . 

1, 500 

Rice  (in  slieaf)  ... 

20, 000 

Molasses . 

. barrels.. 

26 

Rice  (threshed)  ... 

. do _ 

38, 800 

Whisky . 

. do.... 

3 

Sweet  potatoes  ... 

. do _ 

164,  200 

Salt . 

6 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  on  the  10th  of  December  a  foraging 
party  of  Carman’s  brigade,  commanded  by  Captain  Gildersleeve,  One 
liundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers,  captured  the  dispatch 
steamer  Ida  from  the  enemy,  taking  thirteen  i)risoners,  among  whom 
was  Colonel  Clinch,  of  General  Hardee’s  staff.  On  account  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  rebel  gun-boats,  Captain  Gildersleeve  burned  the  steamer 
after  removing  the  prisoners.  On  the  12th  Colonel  Hawley,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Wisconsin,  on  Argyle  Island,  took  possession  of  the 
steamer  Kesolute,  which  had  been  driven  on  the  Argyle  shore  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Winegar’s  battery.  The  boat  and  stores  captured  upon  her,  as 
'N\ell  as  prisoners,  were  turned  over  by  Colonel  Hawley  directly  to  corps 
liead{]uarters. 

OiK*  hundred  and  fifty  horses  and  175  mules  were  captured  during 
I  lie  march.  Of  these  130  liorses  were  turned  over  to  the  provost- 
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marslial  of  the  corps,  and  the  remainder  of  the  horses  and  the  mules 
were  put  into  the  different  trains  of  the  division.  Twenty-two  cotton 
gins  and  1,028  bales  of  cotton  were  destroyed  by  my  command;  1,800 
bales  of  cotton  were  also  turned  over  by  Colonel  Hawley,  Third  Wis¬ 
consin  Volunteers,  while  commanding  post  of  Milledgeville,  by  order 
of  Major-General  Sherman.  My  command  also  destroyed  36  miles  of 
railroad. 

About  900  negroes  joined  and  followed  the  column  to  our  position  in 
front  of  Savannah,  where  all  except  those  who  had  been  taken  for 
teamsters  and  officers’  servants  were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal 
of  the  corps. 

My  aggregate  effective  force  on  leaving  Atlanta  was  5,363,  and  on 
arriving  at  Savannah  the  report  of  effective  force  showed  an  aggregate 
of  5,174,  making  a  loss  of  189.  Of  this  number  157  were  killed, 
wounded,  or  missing,  and  are  accounted  for  by  name  in  the  report  of 
casualties  appended  to  this  report.  The  remaining  number,  32,  were 
taken  from  the  effective  force  by  sickness. 

The  organization  of  my  command  is  as  follows :  First  Brigade, 
Colonel  Selfridge,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  commanding, 
composed  of  the  following  regiments.  One  hundred  and  twenty-third 
New  York  Volunteers,  Fifth  Connecticut  Veteran  Volunteers,  Forty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  E.  A.  Carman, 
Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  commanding,  composed  of  the 
Third  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteers,  Second  Massachusetts  Volun¬ 
teers,  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Thirteenth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers. 
Third  Brigade,  Col.  J.  S.  Eobinson,  Eighty-second  Ohio  Volunteers, 
commanding,  composed  of  the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 
Eighty-second  Ohio'Volunteers,  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers,  One 
hundred  and  first  Illinois  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  forty-third 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  Sixty-first  Ohio  Volunteers. 

My  staff  was  composed  of  the  following-named  officers: 

1.  Maj.  James  Francis,  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  acting 
assistant  inspector-general. 

2.  Surg.  H.  Z.  Gill,  surgeon,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  surgeon-in-chief. 

3.  Capt.  George  B.  Cadwalader,  assistant  quartermaster. 

4.  Capt.  John  C.  Livezey,  commissary  of  subsistence. 

5.  Capt.  E.  A.  Wickes,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers,  assistant  commissary  of  musters. 

6.  Capt.  S.  A.  Bennett,  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers,  acting  topographical  engineer. 

7.  Capt.  M.  P.  Whitney,.  Fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  provost- 
marshal. 

8.  Capt.  William  J.  Augustine,  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers,  ordnance  officer. 

9.  First  Lieut.  George  Eobinson,  aide-de-camp  to  Brigadier-General 
Williams,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general. 

10.  First  Lieut.  E.  B.  Benedict,  Forty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers, 
aide-de-camp. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  foi’ward  reports  of  brigade  and  regi¬ 
mental  commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  .1.  JACKSON, 

Hr  iga  di er-  Gen  era  /,  Co m  m  a  n  d  ing. 

Lieut.  Col.  11.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ta'oitict/i  Corps. 
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No.  79. 


Report  of  Surg.  Henry  Z,  Gill,  U.  S.  Army,  8urgeon-in- Chief. 
Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 


Surgeon\s  Office, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 


General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  rejiort  of  First 
Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  during  the  campaign  and  siege  of 
Savannah,  commencing  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  15,  and  closing  with 
the  capture  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21,  18(34,  embrac¬ 
ing  a  period  of  thirty-seven  days: 

Tlie  Twentieth  Corps  formed  the  right  of  the  Left  Wing  of  the  Army 
ot  Georgia.  The  division  was  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson 
and  was  composed  of  three  brigades,  commanded  respectively  by— 
first  Brigade  (four  regiments).  Col.  J.  L.  Selfridge,  Forty-sixth  Penn- 
sylvama  Veteran  Volunteers;  Second  Brigade  (five regiments),  Col  E 
A.  Carman,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  Third  Brigade  (six 
legiments).  Col.  J.  S.  Bobinson,  Eighty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  giving 
a  total  present  strength  of  5,829.  (See  Appendix,  Table  I.*)  The  men 
were  generally  in  good  condition,  having  had  for  some  weeks  the 
advantage  of  foraging  expeditions,  and  were  well  clothed  before  leav¬ 
ing  Atlanta,  having  received  issues  of  new  clothing.  There  were  in 
the  command  about  300  recruits.  The  transportation  of  the  division 
comprised  177  six-mule  army  wagons,  thirty-eight  of  which  carried 
ammunition.  The  transportation  of  the  division  hosjutal  consisted  of 
three  army  wagons  and  one  medicine  wagon,  carrying  sixteen  tent-fiies 
and  Gie  usual  monthly  allowance  of  the  most  useful  medical  supplies, 
llie  transportation  for  the  sick  and  wounded  consisted  of  thirty  two- 
mule  ambulances,  under  the  supervision  of  a  captain  and  one  lieutenant 
trom  each  brigade,  to  which  were  added,  near  the  close  of  the  march, 
three  army  wagons  for  carrying  knapsacks  and  eauinments  of  mpn  in 


*  Omittcfl. 

t  Shows  668  .sick  nnd  72  woiin<l(!<l;  total,  740, 
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without  a  medical  officer.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  was 
attached  to  the  cori)s  until  we  reached  the  defenses  of  the  city.  The 
wounded  of  the  regiment  were  admitted  to  hospital  of  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion.  (See  Table  II.* ^ 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  weather  was  unusually  fine  during  the  campaign,  there  being  but 
three  rainy  days,  .though  there  were  also  a  few  light  showers.  The  roads 
were  good  most  of  the  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  few  days  men¬ 
tioned  above,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  route  where  the  road  led 
through  swampy  country  some  difficulty  was.  experienced  on  that 
account.  Had  the  weather  been  rainy  it  would  have  necessitated  the 
abandoning  of  a  portion,  at  least,  of  our  train.  The  fact  of  but  one  corps 
moving  on  one  road  was  of  the  greatest  advantage,  which  was  demon¬ 
strated  in  the  moving  of  the  rear  division,  whichever  that  happened  to 
be.  Sometimes  it  would  be  till  midnight,  sometimes  till  nearly  morn¬ 
ing,  getting  into  camp.  At  one  time  the  First  Division  was  in  the 
rear,  and  it  required  five  hours’  hard  work  to  make  a  distance  of  two 
miles.  The  supplies  were  taken  mainly  from  the  con  ntry  t  hrough  which 
we  passed,  and  though  comparatively  thinly  settled,  it  usually  furnished 
an  abundance  of  beef-cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  poultry  of  all  kinds,  sweet 
potatoes  in  abundance  for  the  men,  and  plenty  of  forage  for  the  horses 
and  mules.  The  water  was,  generally  speaking,  very  good  and  suffi¬ 
cient  for  this  season  of  the  year.  The  animals  were  in  very  bad  condi¬ 
tion  at  the  time  of  leaving  Atlanta,  on  account  of  the  destruction  of 
the  railroad  between  that  point  and  Chattanooga,  by  General  Hood,  in 
October.  A  portion  of  the  time  there  had  been  no  forage  issued;  at 
other  times  only  half  rations  of  grain,  with  no  hay  at  all.  We  started 
with  four  days’  forage  of  grain  only.  Had  we  not  been  able  to  capture 
a  large  number  of  mules  and  horses  during  the  first  week  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  brought  the  train  with  us.  Many  of  the 
mules  we  started  with  died  or  were  killed  and  their  places  filled  Avith 
fine  stock  from  the  farms  on  the  route.  At  the  end  of  the  campaign 
the  teams  Avere  in  splendid  condition,  much  of  the  stock,  especially  the 
mules,  being  first  class. 

The  command  mcirched  about  350  miles  and  iiassed  through  the  follow¬ 
ing  to  Avns:  Decatur,  November  15;  Social  Circle,  November  18;  Madi¬ 
son,  November  19;  Eatonton,  November  21;  Milledgeville,  the  capital 
of  Georgia,  November  22;  Sanclersville  and  Tennille  Station,  Novem¬ 
ber  20;  Davisborough,  November  27;  Spiers  Turnout,  November  28; 
Springfield,  December  7.  The  battle  of  Monteith  SAvamp  occurred  on 
December  9,  at  which  the  division  cai)tured  two  forts,  with  a  loss  of  1 
killed  and  5  Avounded.  We  reached  tlie  main  works  for  the  defense  of 
the  city  of  Savannah  on  the  lOth  of  December  and  commenced  the 
siege.  On  the  same  day  the  division  captured  one  steam-boat  in  the  Sa¬ 
vannah  Eiver,  Ida,  and  on  the  12th  another,  Eesolute.  One  brigade 
crossed  the  riA^er  and  intrenched  on  the  South  Carolina  side  December 
19.  The  city  was  evacniated  by  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  . 
and  was  formallj^  surrendered  by  the  civil  authorities  at  3  a.  m.  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1801,  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary,  Second  DiAusion,  Twentieth  i 
Army  Corps.  On  the  route  Ave  had  two  skirmishes — one  at  Sanders-  I 
ville  November  20;  the  other  at  Monteith  Swamp  December  9.  The  ; 
campaign  is  said  to  be  the  most  extensive,  the  most  rapid,  and  the  most  j 
successful  of  the  Avar,  Avith  the  least  loss  to  us,  Avhile  it  accomplished  I 
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the  destruction  of  most  of  the  railroad  from  Atlanta  on  the  west  to  the 
Savannah  Kiver  on  the  east,  the  destruction  of  vast  quantities  of  cot¬ 
ton,  the  capture  of  a  large  amount  of  valuable  stock,  and  finally  of  the 
city  of  Savannah  and  surrounding  torts. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

o  Z.  GILL, 

Surgeon,  L.  8.  Vohmteers,  Chief  First  Div.,  20tli  Army  Corps. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  Barnes, 

Surgeon- General,  U.  S.  Army. 


No.  80. 

Report  of  Col.  James  L.  Selfrulge,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

T  .  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  36, 1864. 

On  the  morning  of  November  15  we  started  from  Atlanta  en  route  for 
Savannah  My  brigade  was  the  leading  one  of  thecorps  andmovedfrom 
Oecatur  at  7  a.  m.,  passed  through  that  town,  and  after  traveling  about 
lourteen  miles  in  an  easterly  direction,  encamped  for  the  night  near  Stone 
iVl^ountain.  November  16,  moved  from  camp  this  afternoon  at  1  p.  m.  and 
.alter  amarch  of  aboutten  miles  encamped  for  the  night  near  Bock  Bridge 
moved  from  near  Eock  Bridge  at  0  a.  m.,  traveled  about 
htteen  imles  toward  Social  Circle,  aud  encamped  at  12  midnigbt.  No¬ 
vember  18,  started  from  encampment  at  10  a.  m.,  reached  Social  Circle 
at  2  p.  m.,  where  my  brigade  halted  for  dinner.  The  brigade  was  in  the 
‘’I  corps,  acting  as  rear  guard.  Marched  about  nine- 
teeu  miles,  and  encamped  near  Eutledge  at  10  p.  m.  November  19 
started  from  near  Eutledge  at  9  a.  m.,  passed  through  Madison  at  11 

MinprWvin  ^  of  tl^at  place  on  the 

inniori  I  “^rclnug  about  eight  miles.  November  20, 

fTve  miw ^^atontou  this  morning  at  9  a.  m.  and  encamped  about 
hve  miles  from  Eatonton,  after  marching  ten  miles.  This  day’s  march 

’““fitly  nature  of  the  roads; 
more  oi  less  ram  during  the  entire  day  and  evening.  November  21 

®“®“'“l““e’>.t  at  9  a.  m.  and  passed  through  Eatouton 
about  noon;  ro^s  in  very  bad  condition.  Traveled  twelve  miles  and 
enemnped,  at  12  midnight,  fourteen  miles  from  Milledgeville.  Novem- 
crosspi/the^O  entered  Milledgeville  at  4  p.  m.  without  opposition, 
vemW  oa  ““fl  encamped  close  to  the  city  at  5  p.  m.  No- 

rmroi  oi""+i  1““’®“““*'  to  orders  from  division  headquarters  this  brigade 

vibe  nml  Cnfi**  Milledgeville  at  1  p.  m.  to  the  Milledge- 

V  lie  and  Goidon  Eailroad,  hve  miles  of  which  we  completely  destroyed 

ve,nl';f“o?  the  rails;  returned  to  camp  about  9  p.  m.  X 

travebno^ahnnr/'®'!  “““’“’“g  “t  7  o’clock,  aud  after 

rn'wit  nf*nnt  fourteen  miles  went  into  camp  near  Hebron  at  4  p.  ni. ; 

'  .““in'eved;  weather  cold  aud  clear.  November  25 

at  8  1  ^  af  reached  Buffalo  Swamp 

c .  lu. ,  found  that  the  bridges,  nme  in  number,  bad  been  destroyed 


Vnl^YVY??^??  of  report  (here  omitted)  rcl^tiii 

voi.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  653, 
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by  the  enemy’s  cavalry;  were  detained  here  until  2  p.  m.,  by  which 
time  the  bridges  were  rebuilt,  and  we  passed  quietly  over  the  swamj), 
and  after  marching  about  five  miles  encamped  at  5  p.  m.  November  26, 
entered  Sandersville  this  morning  at  11  o’clock.  Moved  to  Tennille  Sta¬ 
tion  at  2  p.  m.,  and  destroyed  about  two  miles  of  railroad,  together  with 
large  Government  warehouses,  the  railroad  depot,  and  sixty-two  bales 
of  cotton.  November  27,  marched  toward  Davisborough  at  6  a.  m.  and 
reached  that  place  at  4  p.  m.,  where  we‘ encamped,  after  marching  about 
twelve  miles.  November  28,  brigade  moved  to  the  Georgia  Central 
Kailroad  and  assisted  in  destroying  the  track,  &c.,  from  Davisborough 
to  Spiers  Station,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles.  Arrived  at  Spiers  and 
encamped  at  7  p.  m.  November  29,  continued  destroying  the  railroad 
at  7  a.  m.  and  reached  Bostwick  Station  about  6  p.  m.,  after  having 
destroyed  eight  miles  of  road.  November  30,  started  this  morning 
toward  Louisville  at  9  o’clock,  and  after  marching  ten  miles  encamped 
within  two  miles  of  Louisville. 

December  1,  pursuant  to  orders  from  division  headquarters  I  reported 
with  my  brigade  to  Brigadier-General  Ward,  commanding  Third  Divis¬ 
ion,  Twentieth  Cori)s,  who  placed  my  brigade  as  guard  alongside  his 
wagon  train,  which  was  in  rear  of  the  corps;  after  traveling  about 
five  miles  we  encamped  with  the  Third  Division.  December  2,  started 
at  daylight  in  the  same  order  as  yesterday;  marched  about  twelve 
miles  and  got  into  camp  at  6  p.  m. ;  received  orders  from  General  Jack- 
son  to  join  the  First  Division  at  6  o’clock  the  following  morning.  De¬ 
cember  3,  brigade  started  at  5.30  a.  m.  and  joined  the  First  Division, 
which  was  two  miles  in  advance,  at  0  a.  m. ;  traveled  about  fourteen  miles 
and  encanq^ed  near  Horse  Creek  at  4  p.  m.  December  4,  started  this 
morning  at  6  o’clock,  and  after  marching  through  a  desolate,  piney  coun¬ 
try  for  fifteen  miles,  encamped  near  Little  (3geechee  Eiver  at  4  i).  m. 
December  5,  did  not  move  till  4  p.  m.;  very  bad  roads;  marched  four 
miles  and  encamped  about  midnight.  December  6,  started  at  6  a.  m.; 
marched  about  ten  miles,  and  encamped  near  Smoke’s  house  6  ]).  m. 
December  7,  resumed  our  march  at  10  a.  m.,  having  the  rear  of  tlie 
corps;  passed  through  one  continuous  swamp  twelve  miles  in  length, 
and  reached  camp  near  Springfield  on  the  following  morning  at  2  o’clock ; 
the ‘most  tedious  and  unpleasant  march  during  the  campaign;  rained 
during  the  entire  day.  Itecember  8,  resumed  our  march  at  7  a.  m.,  and 
after  marching  twelve  miles  through  aflat,  swampy  country,  encamped  at 
dark  about  twenty  miles  northwest  of  Savannah.  December  9,  brigade 
moved  at  7  a.  m.  in  advance  of  the  corps;  after  traveling  about  seven 
miles  we  came  to  a  portion  of  the  road  which  had  been  most  eftectually 
obstructed  by  slashed  timber  which  extended  about  200  yards,  at  the 
end  of  which  was  an  open  field,  and  in  the  field,  completely  command¬ 
ing  the  road,  were  two  forts  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  from  which 
position  they  prevented  our  i^ioneers  from  clearing  the  road  of  the  ob¬ 
structions  referred  to.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  division  head¬ 
quarters  I  sent  forward  the  Fifth  Begiment  Connecticut  Yeteran  Yolun- 
teers,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Daboll  commanding,  as  skirmishers,  and  shortly 
afterward  sent  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Yeteran  Yoliinteers,  One 
hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  Yoliinteers,  and  One  hundred  and 
forty-first  New  York  Yolunteers,  all  that  remained  of  my  brigade,  to 
su])])ort  the  Fifth  (Connecticut  A^eteran  A^olunteers.  In  a  short  time 
they  ojiened  fire,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Second  and  Third  Bri¬ 
gades,  which  had  been  sent  around  on  their  Hanks,  drove  the  enemy  in 
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great  confusiou  from  botli  forts  and  captured  two  prisoners.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Daboll,  commanding  the  Fifth  Connecticut  Yeteran  Volunteers, 
is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  charged 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  their  works,  as  he  was  directly  under  fire  of 
their  guns  and  exposed  to  much  danger.  He  is  a  brave  officer  and 
worthy  of  promotion.  I  moved  on  beyond  the  forts  in  line  of  battle 
for  a  distance  of  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  when  I  was  ordered  to 
return,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  In  this  little  affair  I  only  lost  3 
men  in  my  brigade,  all  from  the  Forty-sixth  Kegiment  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers — 1  man  wounded  in  the  leg  (afterward  amputated), 
1  man  wounded  severely  iu  the  head,  and  1  other  slightly  in  the  shoulder. 
There  was  supposed  to  be  about  1,000  of  the  enemy  in  the  forts,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery. 

December  10,  traveled  about  nine  miles,  and  encamped  four  miles 
from  Savannah.  Five  of  the  enemy’s  soldiers  surrendered  near  General 
Harrison’s  plantation  to  Capt.  A.  W.  Selfridge,  acting  commissary  of 
subsistence  of  this  brigade,  while  the  latter  was  foraging  in  advance  of 
my  troops.  The  Fifth  Connecticut  V eteran  V olunteers,  of  my  command, 
captured  a  wagon  loaded  with  ammunition.  The  road  at  the  point 
•where  we  encamped  for  the  night  was  obstructed  by  slashed  timber,  and 
just  beyond  the  slashing  the  enemy  were  strongly  fortified.  Pursuant 
to  orders  from  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson,  I  sent  the  Forty-sixth  Eegiment 
Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  about  half  a  mile  to  the  left  on  a 
road  running  parallel  with  the  enemy’s  works  and  about  400  yards 
from  them.  In  endeavoring  to  reach  the  river  this  regiment  met  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  after  a  brisk  fire  of  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
were  obliged  to  fall  back  about  200  yards.  While  here  seven  deserters 
from  the  enemy  gave  themselves  up  and  were  forwarded  to  division  head¬ 
quarters.  On  the  following  day  I  removed  the  remainder  of  my  brigade 
to  the  road  upon  which  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volun¬ 
teers  were  stationed,  my  left  connecting  with  General  Geary’s  line  and 
my  right  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division. 
Here  I  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant,  when  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  his  works.  In  accordance  Avith 
orders  from  division  headquarters  I  moved  my  brigade  at  6  a.  m.  and 
occupied  the  rebel  works.  Shortly  afterward  I  moved  my  troops  to 
within  one  mile  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  where  they  are  encamped. 
During  the  time  we  were  encamped  in  front  of  Savannah  my  troops 
were  within  close  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  and  although  they  kept 
up  a  vigorous  fire  upon  our  lines,  strange  to  say,  only  one  man  of  my 
command  was  struck  by  their  missiles.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Forty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  and  was  slightly  Avounded  by 
a  piece  of  shell. 

During  the  whole  campaign  the  foraging  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  troops  of  my  command  subsisted  principally  from  the  captures  of 
regimental  foraging  parties,  Avhich  were  sent  out  daily  by  each  regi¬ 
mental  commander.  Besides  this,  my  acting  commissary  of  subsistence 
obtained  the  following  supplies  and  issued  them  to  this  command 
during  the  march:  12  Avagon-loads  sweet  potatoes,  averaging  1,G00 
imunds  per  load;  100  head  of  beef-cattle,  averaging  2,000  pounds  each ; 
100  sheep;  50  hogs;  2  halt-barrels  of  sorghum  molasses.  The  brigade 
captured  about  40  horses  and  mules,  destroyed  5  cotton  gins  and  73  bales 
of  cotton,  picked  up  about  100  negroes,  and  destroyed  20  miles  of  rail¬ 
road.  During  the  march  the  quartermaster  of  this  brigade  obtained  from 
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tlie  coimtry  36,094  pounds  of  corn  and  75,231  pounds  of  fodder.  Our 
stock  was  in  mucli  better  condition  when  we  entered  Savannah  than  it 
was  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign. 

The  health  of  the  command  was  never  better,  and  both  officers  and 
men  were  in  excellent  spirits  and  seemed  to  have  the  most  perfect  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  success  of  our  enterprise.  When  I  left  Atlanta,  on  the 
15th  of  November,  the  effective  force  of  this  brigade  was  63  commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  1,448  enlisted  men.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign 
I  had  64  officers  and  1,380  enlisted  men,  making  an  increase  of  1  officer 
and  a  decrease  of  68  enlisted  men.  Twenty-three  of  the  above  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy  and  4  of  them  were  wounded. 
The  remainder  (41)  were  taken  from  the  effective  force  of  the  command 
on  account  of  sickness. 

In  closing  my  report,  duty  requires  that  I  should-make  a  few  com¬ 
ments  upon  the  conduct  of  line  and  non-commissioned  officers,  many  of 
whom  seem  to  forget  the  responsibility  of  their  positions  and  did  but 
little  toward  preserving  that  discipline  for  which  this  command  has 
ever  been  renowned.  Eegimental  commanders  exerted  themselves  to 
have  their  men  together  and  endeavored  to  prevent  straggling,  but, 
owing  to  the  indifference  of  line  and  non-commissioned  officers,  were 
unable  to  prevent  their  men  from  taking  liberties  which  could  and 
might  have  been  remedied  by  their  subordinates. 

To  my  regimental  commanders  I  wish  to  tender  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  cheerful  manner  in  which  they  discharged  each  and  every  duty 
imposed  upon  them.  Capt.  William  Merrell,  commanding  One  hundred 
and  forty-first  New  York  Yolunteers,  is  entitled  to  especial  praise  for 
the  zealous  manner  in  which  he  performed  the  dnties  which  devolved 
upon  him  as  a  regimental  commander,  having  but  a  short  time  been  in 
command  and  with  but  very  few  company  officers  to  assist  him. 

To  Oapt.  D.  W.  Palmer,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  William 
C.  Kockwell,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  A.  W.  Selfridge, 
acting  commissary  of  subsistence;  First  Lieut.  George  Tubbs,  topo¬ 
graphical  engineer;  First  Lieut.  ^  E.  Cruikshank,  provost-marshal; 
First  Lieut.  A.  L.  Crawford,  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  and  Lieut. 
W.  F.  Martin,  aide-de-camp,  members  of  my  staff,  I  wish  to  offer  my 
grateful  appreciation  of  their  efforts  at  all  times  to  assist  me  in  perform¬ 
ing  the  several  duties  devolving  upon  them  in  a  cheerful  and  soldier¬ 
like  manner. 

Just  previous  to  leaving  Atlanta  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Mar¬ 
tin,  received  a  leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days,  and  although  with¬ 
out  x)roper  equiimients  for  a  campaign  (having  just  made  his  escape 
from  Charleston  prison),  when  he  learned  that  we  were  likely  to  start 
southward  before  the  expiration  of  his  leave  of  absence,  refused  to  avail 
himself  of  the  same,  and  has  been  ever  at  his  post,  ready  and  willing 
to  perform  whatever  service  I  required  of  him. 

Accompanying  this  report  you  will  please  find  reports  of  my  regi¬ 
mental  commanders. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAS.  L.  SELFEIDGE, 

Colonel  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Yet.  Vols.,  Comclg.  First  Brig. 

Lieut.  George  Eobinson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  Division.,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  81. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  W.  Haholl,  Fifth  Connecticut  Infantry.,  of 
operations  October  21-T)ecemher  23. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Regiment  Connecticut  Yet.  Yols., 

Near  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  26,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  move¬ 
ments  of  this  regiment  since  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Septem¬ 
ber  2,  1864: 

October  21,  we  received  orders  to  march  as  a  portion  of  guard  to  a 
wagon  train  of  some  800  teams;  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Flat 
Shoals,  eighteen  miles;  assisted  in  loading  the  train  with  corn,  and 
returned  to  Atlanta  on  the  24th.  October  29,  moved  with  the  First 
Brigade  to  Decatur,  and  formed  portion  of  rear  guard  to  a  forage  train 
coming  in  same  day.  Novembers,  moved  out  of  the  city  three  miles; 
encamped  for  the  night  and  returned  to  the  city  next  day.  November 
15,  regiment  marched,  as  advance  guard  of  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  in 
direction  of  Stone  Mountain.  We  continued  our  march  with  the  main 
column  each  day,  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurring  until  November 
20,  when  a  small  party  of  rebel  cavalry  made  a  dash  on  our  rear,  captur¬ 
ing  some  eight  stragglers,  three  of  them  being  members  of  this  regiment. 
November  22,  reached  Milledgeville,  the  capital  of  the  State.  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  at  work  all  day  destroying  the  Gordon  and  Milledgeville  Rail¬ 
road,  the  regiment  tearing  up  about  two  miles  and  a  half  of  track. 
Moved  with  the  main  column  until  the  26th,  when  we  were  again  at  work 
on  the  railroad,  tearing  up  about  a  mile  of  track  and  destroying  four 
large  warehouses  at  Tennille  Station,  on  the  Macon  road.  November  28, 
again  at  work  destroying  railroad.  November  29,  at  work  on  the  rail¬ 
road  all  day,  reacliing  a  point  near  the  Ogeechee  River;  we  left  the 
railroad  here,  and  rejoined  the  main  column. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  December  9;  the  regiment, 
having  the  advance  of  the  corps,  came  upon  a  small  body  of  rebel 
infantry  with  one  piece  of  artillery  intrenched  on  the  road  near  Mon- 
teith.  The  regiment  was  quickly  deployed,  and  advancing  through  a 
deep  marsh  soon  developed  the  force  of  the  enemy.  The  First  Division, 
Twentieth  Corps,  making  a  concentrated  movement  on  them,  they 
retreated  at  double-quick.  Some  portion  of  this  regiment,  being  the 
lirst  to  enter  the  rebel  fort,  captured  two  prisoners.  Our  casualties  were 
none.  December  10,  the  regiment  moved  at  an  early  hour,  with  four 
wagons  belonging  to  First  Brigade  commissary  department,  to  General 
Harrison’s  plantation;  loaded  the  wagons  with  sweet  potatoes  and  meat, 
and  obtained  some  three  days’  rations  besides.  Lieutenant  Kellum,  pro¬ 
ceeding  down  a  by-road  with  two  companies,  came  upon  two  wagons 
loaded  with  ammunition  and  supplies  which  had  been  abandoned  by 
the  rebels;  they  were  brought  in,  and  accounted  for.  Same  day  we 
moved  within  three  miles  and  a  half  of  Savannah.  Brigade  formed 
line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  railroad,  the  regiment  in  reserve  in  close 
column  by  division.  The  evening  of  December  15  the  regiment  Avas 
ordered  to  accompany  a  train  of  165  wagons  to  King’s  Bridge,  for 
tlie  purpose  of  getting  a  mail  and  bringing  up  supplies;  remained  at 
King’s  Bridge  until  the  22d;  returned  with  the  train  to  SaAmnnah. 
December  23,  took  position  on  left  of  the  brigade,  where  the  regiment 
remains  at  ])resent. 

During  our  march  from  Atlanta  the  regiment  has  mainly  subsisted 
on  the  country.  At  no  time  have  the  men  been  without  meat  or  pota- 
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toes — articles  not  furnished  by  the  subsistence  department.  The  ani¬ 
mals  picked  up  have  all  been  accounted  for  by  the  quartermaster  of  the 
regiment. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  W.  DABOLL, 
Lieute7iant- Colonel j  Coimnandmg  Regiment. 


No.  82. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Rogers'  One  Jnmdred  a^id  twe^ity -third 
Uew  Yorh  I7ifa7itry^  of  operatio7is  Octoher  21-I)eee77il)er  24. 

Headquarters  123d  New  York  Volunteers, 

Savannah.,  Ga.,  Deee7nher  24,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  regiment  from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  by  the  IT.  S. 
forces  to  the  present  time : 

Shortly  after  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  by  our  forces,  the  Twentieth 
Army  Corps  having  been  assigned  to  the  duty  of  garrisoning  the  city, 
this  regiment  went  into  camp  on  the  northeast  of  the  town.  The  troops 
built  themselves  comfortable  and  commodious  quarters,  and  stringent 
measures  were  adopted  for  preserving  the  health  of  the  men,  somewhat 
impaired  by  the  protracted  campaign  and  defective  diet.  With  the 
exceptions  hereafter  noted,  the  regiment  remained  here  in  camp  until 
the  15th  of  November  following,  engaged  in  the  customary  duties  of  the 
garrison,  viz,  drills,  picket  guards,  and  fatigue  upon  (he  fortifications. 
On  the  21st  day  of  October  this  regiment,  in  connection  with  other 
forces  and  a  large  number  of  wagons,  the  whole  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Dustin,  went  upon  a  foraging  ‘expedition  into  the  Snap- 
finger  Creek  and  South  River  Valleys.  A  large  amount  of  corn  and 
fodder  was  gathered  liere,  but  I  have  no  definite  knowledge  or  official 
information  of  the  amount.  The  expedition  returned,  without  being 
molested,  on  the  24th  of  October.  On  the  29th  of  October  this  regi¬ 
ment,  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  went  to  Decatur  in  aid  of 
a  foraging  party  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Geary,  and 
returned  the  same  day  without  having  seen  the  enemy.  On  the  5th 
day  of  November  this  regiment,  in  connection  with  the  other  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  broke  camp  and  moved  out  upon 
the  McDonough  road,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  It  returned  the 
next  day  and  reoccupied  its  old  camp. 

These  movements  comprise  all  the  field  operations  of  this  regiment 
during  its  stay  in  Atlanta.  During  this  time  attention  was  paid  to 
perfecting  discipline,  which  was  somewhat  relaxed  by  a  long  and  arduous 
campaign.  The  men  were  fully  clothed  and  equipi)ed,  convalescents 
called  in  from  hospitals,  the  returns  of  company  officers  completed  and 
sent  in,  and  every  eftbrt  made  to  bring  the  command  to  a  condition  for 
active  service.  The  regiment  here  received  eight  of  their  ten  months’ 
pay  then  due.  Forty-three  recruits  were  received  here,  but  so  shortly 
l)efore  moving  from  the  city  that  but  little  instruction  in  drill  could  be 
imparted.  They  are,  however,  a  good  class  of  men,  and  have,  in  the 
main,  proved  themselves  good  soldiers.  The  elective  franchise,  con¬ 
ferred  by  an  act  of  the  New  York  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  was  here 
exercised,  and  it  is  believed  with  less  of  partisan  heat  and  undue  infiu- 
ence  than  ordinarily  occurs  at  elections  held  in  communities  free  from 
military  authority. 
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Every  x^reparation  liaviug  been  made  in  obedience  to  orders  winch 
bad  been  i)reviously  received,  on  the  15th  of  November  the  regiment, 
together  witli  the  other  troops  composing  the  Twentieth  Army  Oorx)s, 
moved  out  of  the  city  on  the  Decatur  road,  taking  the  route,  via  Stone 
Mountain,  Eock  Bridge,  and  Social  Circle,  to  Madison,  which  we  entered 
on  the  19th  of  November.  Thence  taking  the  Milledgeville  road,  we 
X^assed  through  Eatonton,  and  on  the  22d  of  November  passed  through 
Milledgeville,  crossed  the  Oconee,  and  encamped  on  the  east  bank.  On 
the  23d  the  regiment  destroyed  one  mile  of  the  railroad  leading  to  the 
Georgia  Central.  On  the  24th  of  November  we  moved  from  Milledge¬ 
ville,  via  Hebron,  Sandersville,  to  Tennille,  where  we  encamped  the  night 
of  2Cth  of  November.  Near  Sandersville  there  was  some  skirmishing, 
and  the  regiment  was  moved  forward  on  the  double-quick  with  aid  of 
Colonel  Eobinson’s  brigade,  but  the  enemy  fled,  and  the  regiment  was 
not  engaged.  On  the  27th  of  November  we  moved  to  Davisborough. 
The  28th  and  29th  of  November,  in  connection  with  other  troox)S,  we 
destroyed  all  the  Georgia  railroad  from  Davisborough  to  Bostwick,  with 
trifling  excex^tious.  This  regiment  effectually  destroyed  three  miles 
of  road,  tearing  up  and  burning  the  ties  and  twisting  the  rails.  Novem¬ 
ber  the  30th  the  Ogeechee  was  crossed  without  opposition,  and  we 
eucanq^ed  for  the  night  about  four  miles  south  of  Louisville.  Pushing 
southeasterly  we  x>assed  through  Springfield  on  the  8th  of  December. 
The  march  was  much  impeded  near  this  place  by  the  marshy  nature  of 
the  ground,  rendering  it  very  difficult  to  move  the  trains  of  wagons 
and  artillery. 

On  the  9th  day  of  December  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  being 
in  advance,  at  a  point  near  Harrison’s  plantation,  about  four  miles  from 
the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Eailroad  and  fourteen  miles  from  Savan¬ 
nah,  where  the  road  x>assed  through  a  difficult  marsh,  the  road  was 
found  blockaded  by  felled  trees  and  a  redoubt  with  a  piece  of  artillery 
Xflanted  to  command  the  defile.  The  regiment,  with  the  rest  of  the  bri¬ 
gade,  forced  its  way  through  a  dense  jungle  and  marshy  ground  to  the 
left  of  the  road,  and  as  soon  as  it  could  be  formed  on  solid  ground  the 
brigade  advanced  in  line  ux^on  the  enemy’s  works.  Alarmed  by  our 
near  axq)roach,  or  that  of  the  co-ox:>erating  forces,  the  enemy  fled  and 
we  encamped  for  the  night.  On  the  10th  of  December  we  moved  ux)on 
Savannah,  and  meeting  the  enemy,  we  went  into  x^osition  about  four 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  city,  between  the  Savannah  and  Augusta 
X)ike  and  the  river,  having  a  flooded  rice  swamx^  and  canal  in  our  front, 
with  a  narrow  belt  of  timber  intervening.  With  exception  of  slight 
alteration  in  x)osition,  we  remained  here  until  the  21st  of  December, 
subjected  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  but,  thanks  to  fortune  or  their  unskillful  artillerists, 
nearly  every  shell  flew  harmlessly  over  our  heads.  As  the  day  dawned 
on  the  21st,  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  the  works 
in  our  front.  The  regiment  was  at  once  x^laced  under  arms  and  soon 
after  crossed  the  swainj)  and  entered  the  enemy’s  works,  and  later  in 
the  day  went  into  the  canq)  assigned  it  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah 
Eiver  just  outside  the  city,  where  it  is  now  resting  from  its  labors. 

During  this  movement  the  subsistence  stores  have  been  gathered 
almost  exclusively  from  the  country.  Sweet  potatoes  have  supplied  the 
X)lace  of  bread,  and  beef  and  pork  gathered  in  the  country  have  sup- 
l)lied  the  usual  army  rations  of  meat.  Besides  what  was  consumed  at 
the  time,  twenty-odd  beef-cattle  were  turned  over  by  the  regiment  to 
the  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  brigade,  and  a  number  of  fine 
mules  and  horses  to  the  brigade  quartermaster.  During  the  ten  days 
before  the  city,  rice  was  issued  instead  of  bread  and  x^otatoes.  Ten 
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flays’  rations  of  liard  bread  and  three  and  a  half  days’  of  salt  meat 
were  the  only  issues  of  those  rations  brought  from  Atlanta  up  to  the 
time  of  entering  Savannah. 

Fourteen  officers  and  seventy- three  men  having  been  detached  for 
various  duties  in  the  corps,  the  regiment  left  Atlanta  on  the  15th  of 
N^ovember  with  18  officers  and  447  men,  and  entered  Savannah  on  the 
21st  of  December  with  18  officers  and  446  men,  the  only  loss  during 
the  campaign  being  1  man  (Edward  Phair),  a  private  of  Company  B, 
who,  straggling  from  the  regiment  near  Madison,  was  probably  captured 
by  the  enemy’s  cavalry. 

The  health  and  physical  vigor  of  the  command  have  not  only  been 
preserved  but  greatly  improved  during  the  campaign,  and  the  troops 
are  now,  with  the  exception  of  clothing,  of  which  they  are  in  great  need, 
better  fitted  for  active  service  than  when  they  left  Atlanta. 

While  the  highest  state  of  discipline  could  not  be  preserved  from  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  movement,  I  take  i^leasure  in  saying  that 
under  circumstances  of  extraordinary  temptation  this  command  has,  in 
a  great  measure,  been  preserved  from  the  vices  of  straggling  and  maraud¬ 
ing.  Both  officers  and  men  have  always  exhibited  a  cheerful  willing 
ness  to  perform  every  duty  imposed  on  them,  and  a  large  share  of  that 
unquestioning  confidence  in  the  leader  of  this  army  which  is  so  impor¬ 
tant  an  element  in  the  success  of  military  movements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  0.  EOGEES, 
LieiUeyiant-Colonelj  Commanding. 

Capt.  D.  W.  Palmer, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gem.,  1st  Brig.,  1st  J)iv.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  83. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  Merrell,  One  hundred  and  forty-first  Ne-w  Yorh 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  141st  Eegiment  New  York  Yolunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  this  command  during  the  recent  campaign: 

From  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  regiment  was  engaged  in 
building  quarters  and  the  usual  duties  of  camp  life  until  the  30th 
instant,  when  we  were  ordered  to  report  to  Col.  N.  M.  Crane,  command¬ 
ing  a  provisional  brigade  doing  guard  duty  in  the  city;  liere  we 
remained  until  the  commencement  of  the  recent  campaign;  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  November  15  we  broke  camp  and  joined  the  First  Brigade  on 
the  Decatur  road;  marching  fifteen  miles,  we  halted  near  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain  and  camped  for  the  night.  16th,  marched  across  Yellow  Eiver, 
guarding  ammunition  train ;  halted  at  11.30  p.  m.  for  the  night.  17th, 
commenced  the  march  at  10  a.m.,  guarding  train;  camped  at  12.30 
p.  m.  18th,  marched  at  0  a.  m.;  halted  at  Social  Circle  at  2  ]).  m.  for 
dinner;  afternoon  resumed  the  march,  jiassing  through  Eutledge,  and 
encamped  at  11  p.  m.  19th,  marched  at  9  a.  in.  on  train  guard;  passed 
through  Madison  at  2  p.m.;  taking  the  Milledgeville  road  at  that  place, 
we  camped  four  miles  from  the  town.  20th,  marched  at  9  a.  m.,  camp¬ 
ing  near  Eatonton  for  the  night.  21st,  marched  at  9  a.m.;  passed 
through  Eatonton ;  camped  at  1  a.  m.,  22d,  four  miles  from  that  place. 
22d,  marched  at  daylight;  crossed  Little  Eiver;  reached  Milledgeville  at 
sunset;  went  into  camj)  about  one  mile  east  of  the  town.  23d,  was 
ordered  out  in  light  marching  order  at  1  p.  m. ;  marched  to  the  Mil- 
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ledgeville  and  P]atonton  Kailroad;  we  were  engaged  in  destroying 
that  road  until  after  dark,  when  we  returned  to  camp,  24th,  marched 
at  daylight  f)*om  Milledgeville ;  camped  about  4  i^.  m.  25th,  inarched 
at  6.30  a.  m.;  made  about  eight  miles.  26th,  marched  at  6.15  a.  m.j 
reached  Sandersville  at  10  a.  m.,  where  we  halted  for  dinner;  we  then 
marched  to  Tennille  Station,  on  the  Georgia  Central  Kailroad,  and 
halted  for  the  night.  27th,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  from  Tennille  Station  to 
Davisborough,  hfteen  miles;  captured  during  the  afternoon  twelve 
head  of  cattle  and  two  mules;  went  into  camp  for  the  night.  28th, 
marched  at  7  a.  m.  to  the  railroad,  destroying  it  to  Spiers  Station; 
encamped  for  the  night  at  that  place.  29th,  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.  on  the 
railroad;  destroyed  it  to  Bostwick  Station,  a  distance  of  eight  miles, 
and  camped  for  the  night.  30th,  marched  at  9.30  a.m.;  crossed  the 
Ogeechee  Kiver  two  miles  from  Louisville  and  camped  for  the  night. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  the  9th  of  December,  when  the 
road  was  found  to  be  obstructed  by  fallen  timber,  rendering  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  advance.  The  pioneers  were  ordered  forward,  but  as  soon  as 
the  work  began  the  rebels  opened  a  piece  of  artillery  upon  the  advance, 
which  had  halted  in  the  road.  After  a  short  time  the  balance  of  our 
brigade  were  ordered  to  advance  and  support  the  Fifth  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  which  were  on  the  skirmish  line,  while  two  brigades  were 
sent  on  the  flanks.  The  First  Brigade  advanced  as  fast  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  would  permit,  and  after  getting  within  range  the  Fifth 
Connecticut  Volunteers  opened  a  terrific  lire  on  the  enemy’s  battery, 
driving  them  in  great  confusion  from  their  works,  which  we  soon  occu¬ 
pied;  here  we  halted  for  the  night.  10th,  marched  at  7.30  a.  m.,  strik¬ 
ing  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  at  10  a.  m.;  after  a  halt  of 
three  hours  we  again  advanced  in  direction  of  Savannah  and  within 
four  miles  of  the  city,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  was  in  our  front,  when  we  halted  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  to 
the  left  of  the  road;  after  sending  out  pickets  we  encamped  for  the 
night.  11th,  advanced  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  constructed  works, 
and  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  21st,  when  it  Avas  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  evacuated,  when  we  immediately  advanced  our  lines, 
moved  within  one  mile  of  the  city,  AA^here  Ave  are  noAV  encamped. 

There  Avere  issued  during  the  campaign  eleven  days’ rations ;  the 
balance  of  rations  were  foraged  from  the  country.  There  Avere  tAA^enty- 
five  negroes  brought  along  by  this  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  MEBBELL, 

Ccqytain,  Gomdg.  141st  Regiment  New  Yorlc  Volnnteers. 

Capt.  D.  W.  Palmer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  84. 

Report  of  Maj.  Fatriclc  Griffith^  Forty-sixth  Rennsylvania  Infantry. 

IlDQiis.  Forty-sixth  Begt.  Pennsylvania  Vet.  Vols., 

Savannah.  Ga..  December  26.  1864. 

Sir:* 

^  November  15,  left  Atlanta,  Ga.,  nothing  of  importance  transpiring; 
camped  near  Stone  Mountain  at  4  p.  m.  16th,  nothing  of  importance 

*For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relutiim  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
jVol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  654. 
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transpiring j  camped  at  Yellow  Eiver  at  12  p.  in.  17tli,  nothing  of 
importance  transihring;  camped  five  miles  from  Hot  Creek  at  12  p.  m.j 
roads  badj  forage  plenty.  IStli,  rear  guard  left  camp  at  7.50  a.m.; 

passed  through  Social  Circle  at  noon;  crossed  the - Eiver;  camped 

five  miles  from  Eutledge  at  2  j).  m.  19th,  left  camp  at  6  a.  m. ;  train 
guard;  raining,  weather  warm;  passed  through  Madison  at  1  p.  m.; 
camped  four  miles  from  Madison  on  the  Milledgeville  road  at  5  p.  m. 
20th,  rainy  all  night;  First  Brigade  rear  guard;  passed  through 
Eaton  ton  at  noon;  roads  almost  impassable;  camiied  at  2  a.  m.  21st, 
rain;  roads  worse  than  yesterday;  camped  at  2  a.  m.  22d,  left  camp 
at  7  a.  m.;  weather  very  cold;  crossed  Little  Eiver  at  10  a.  m.;  arrived 
in  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  at  4  p.  m.;  crossed  Oconee  Eiver  to  camp.  23d, 
left  camp  to  burn  railroad;  First  Brigade  destroyed  five  miles  of  road; 
returned  to  camp  at  10  p.  m.  24th,  left  Milledgeville  at  7  a.  m.; 
weather  clear  and  cold;  roads  good;  jmssed  through  several  cane- 
brakes,  and  camped  near  Hebron  at  4  ]).  m.  25th,  left  camp  at  6  a.  m.; 
delayed  at  Bufialo  Creek  on  account  of  bridges  having  been  destroyed; 
moved  to  near  Sanders ville;  cavalry  had  a  severe  skirmish  with  the 
enemy;  camped  in  line  for  the  night.  20th,  left  camp  at  7  a.  m.;  the  ' 
advance  skirmishing  to  Sandersville ;  enemy  retreating;  moved  to 
Tennille  Station,  three  miles  and  a  half;  destroyed  immense  amounts  of 
cotton,  both  raw  and  manufactured;  destroyed  one  mile  and  a  half  of 
railroad  and  large  warehouses  used  by  the  rebel  Government  to  store 
provisions.  27th,  marched  from  Tennille  to  Davisborough ;  camped  at  4 

р.  m.  28th,  destroyed  railroad  from  Davisborough  to  Spiers  Station,  a 
distance  of  eleven  miles;  camijed  before  night.  29th,  resumed  destroy¬ 
ing  the  railroads,  and  after  destroying  eight  miles  encamped  at  dark 
near  Bostwick.  30th,  left  camp  at  8.30  a.  m.,  course  due  north;  camped 
near  Louisville  at  dark. 

December  1,  left  camp  at  daylight,  and  camped  at  8  p.  m.,  nothing 
of  import  transpiring.  December  2,  left  camp  at  6.30  a.  m. ;  camped  at 
Buck  Head  Creek  at  8  p.  m.  December  3,  left  camp  at  5.30  a.  m.; 
marched  eighteen  miles,  and  encamped  at  4  p.  m.;  weather  cloudy. 
December  4,  showers  during  the  night;  nothing  of  importance  transpir¬ 
ing.  December  5,  left  cam])  at  dark ;  camped  at  12  p.  m. ;  forage  plenty. 
December  6,  left  camp  at  9  a.  m.;  camped  at  dark.  December  7,  left 
camp  near  Sylvania  at  10  a.  m.;  rain  all  night;  passed  through  the 
worst  kind  of  swamps;  on  the  road  until  daylight.  December  8,  re¬ 
sumed  the  march  at  8.30  a.  m. ;  weather  good ;  camped  at  dark.  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  left  camp  at  8  a.  m. ;  advance  engaged  with  the  enemy;  First 
Division  in  advance;  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  in  earth-works 
at  Cypress  Swamp;  First  Brigade  moved  forward  in  the  center.  Second 
Brigade  on  the  right,  and  Third  Brigade  on  the  left ;  charged  and  took  the 
enemy’s  works  in  fine  style;  loss  in  regiment,  three  wounded;  camped 
on  the  captured  ground  at  dark.  December  10,  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.; 
came  on  the  enemj^’s  works  four  miles  from  Savannah,  when  1  was 
ordered  by  Col.  dames  L.  Selfridge,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  to  move  my  regiment  about  half  a  mile  to 
the  left  on  the  road  leading  from  the  main  load  to  the  river.  About 
half  an  hour  after  1  received  an  order  from  Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

с. ommanding  division,  directing  me  to  jmsh  my  command  to  the  river, 
if  I  could  do  so  safely.  1  moved  on  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
river,  where  we  met  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  exchanged  shots  with 
them  about  twenty  minutes.  Finding  the  enemy’s  line  strong,  and  my 
flanks  entirely  exposed,  1  deemed  it  jirndent  to  fall  back  a  distance  of 
200  yards,  where  1  remained  in  line  of  battle  during  the  night,  having 
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at  the  same  time  thrown  out  a  strong  skirmish  line  covering  my  front 
and  left,  my  right  connecting  Avith  the  Third  Brigade  skirmishers,  Avho 
Avere  throAvn  forward  during  the  evening.  During  the  night  I  received 
seA^en  deserters  from  the  enemy,  whom  I  forwarded  to  brigade  head¬ 
quarters  under  guard.  On  the  12th  was  "ordered  into  camp  near  the 
road  occupied  by  my  regiment  the  night  previous,  threw  up  breast¬ 
works,  and  remained  until  the  23d,  when  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  his  works,  when  we  advanced  to  aaT thin  two  miles  of  the  city, 
and  Aventinto  our  present  camp. 

From  the  15th  of  November  (date  of  leaving  Atlanta)  until  the  23d 
of  December,  we  drew  about  ten  days’  full  rations  of  crackers,  sugar, 
and  coffee.  The  balance  of  our  supplies  were  foraged  from  the  country 
through  which  we  passed. 

During  the  campaign  I  captured  15  or  20  negroes,  whom  I  directed 
to  report  to  Captain  CadAvalader,  division  quartermaster;  also  some 
mules  and  horses,  which  Avere  turned  in  to  Captain  Whittelsey,  corps 
quartermaster.  My  command  captured  4  Prussian  rifled  muskets, 
which  Avere  turned  in  to  the  division  ordnance  department. 

The  officers  of  my  command  behaved  well  during  the  campaign.  The 
enlisted  men  of  my  regiment,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  obeyed  orders 
promptly.  Those  who  failed  to  observe  them  were  punished  at  the 
time. 

When  the  regiment  left  Atlanta  the  effective  strength  A\^as  16  officers 
and  415  enlisted  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  GRIFFITH, 

Major,  Commcinding  Regiment. 

Capt.  D.  W.  Palmer,  x 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  85. 

Report  of  Col.  Ezra  A.  Carman,  Tliirteejitli  Neic  Jersey  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Oa.,  JJecemher  27,  1864. 

Sir:* 

November  15,  the  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  Second  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Volunteer  Infantry  Avhich  was  left  to  destroy  the  public  i)rop- 
erty  in  the  city  and  acconqiany  the  Fourteenth  Coiqis  until  such  time 
as  it  could  rejoin  its  brigade,  took  up  its  line  of  march  Avith  the  division 
and  corps  to  which  it  belongs,  marched  to  Stone  Mountain  and 
encami)ed  for  the  night.  November  16  it  crossed  YelloAv  River  and 
Rock  Bridge,  and  encamped  two  miles  from  east  bank.  NoA^eniber  17, 
crossed  Big  and  Little  Haynes  Creeks,  and  encamiied  near  Sheffield. 
Novend)er  18,  in  compliance  Avith  orders  issued  from  Major-General 
Sherman  i)revious  to  starting  on  this  campaign,  1  detailed  a  forage 
])arty  consisting  of  tAA^o  companies  from  each  regirneiit,  Avith  directions 
to  proceed  along  each  side  of  the  road,  keeping  Avithin  half  a  mile  of 
the  column,  and  collect  Avhat  subsistence  they  could  And  for  the  use  of 
the  brigade.  One  detachment  of  forty-three  men,  under  command  of 

^  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  655. 
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Capt.  G.  W.  Keid,  all  from  tlie  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  did  not  return.  I  have  since  learned  they  were  captured 
hy  the  enemy  five  or  six  miles  from  the  column.  Passed  through  Social 
Circle  and  Rutledge  this  day,  and  encamped  four  miles  from  Madison. 
November  19,  the  brigade  marched  through  Aladison  and  encamped 
four  miles  east  of  that  place.  November  20,  it  marched  to  within  four 
miles  of  Eatontou.  November  21,  it  passed  through  Eatonton  and 
marched  to  Little  River.  November  22,  marched  to  Milledgeville,  the 
capital  of  Georgia.  When  within  one  mile  of  the  city  the  Third  Wis¬ 
consin  and  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers  were  sent 
forward  as  guard  to  the  city,  Col.  William  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  being  appointed  post  commander.  The  brigade  then 
marched  through  the  city,  crossed  the  Oconee  River,  encamping  near  it.  ^ 
The  State  arsenal  and  a  large  amount  of  public  property  was  destroyed^ 
at  this  ])lace,  for  particulars  of  which  I  respectfully  refer  to  report  of 
Colonel  Hawley,  commanding  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
also  to  appendix  to  this  report,  marked  C.  November  23,  remained 
in  camp  in  Milledgeville;  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  joined  the  ‘ 
brigade  here.  November  24,  the  brigade  marched  to  within  three  miles 
of  Hebron  Post-Office.  November  25,  it  crossed  Buffalo  Creek  and  . 
marched  to  within  four  miles  of  Sandersville.  November  26,  the  bri¬ 
gade  this  day  had  the  advance;  moved  out  of  camp  at  6.30  a.  m.,  and 
after  marching  two  miles,  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry*  in  our  front  encoun¬ 
tered  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  on  a  small  creek,  the  road  through 
which  had  been  obstructed  by  fallen  trees.  The  enemy  were  soon  dis¬ 
lodged  and  pursued  to  Sandersville,  at  which  place  they  made  a  stand, 
driving  back  our  cavalry.  I  then  deployed  six  companies  of  the  Thir-  * 
teenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  as  skirmishers,  with  four  companies  in 
reserve,  and  advanced  on  them,  the  Ninth  Illinois  being  disposed  on 
the  flanks.  The  enemy  gave  way  before  my  skirmishers,  and  I  entered  ; 
town  at  the  same  time  as  did  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  who  came  in  on 
another  road  to  the  left.  Moving  to  the  right  I  followed  the  enemy 
through  town  and  one  mile  beyond,  skirmishing  a  little.  My  loss  was 
two  men  wounded,  belonging  to  the  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers.  ‘ 
I  was  then  recalled  and  ordered  with  the  rest  of  the  division  to  Ten- 
nille  Station,  on  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  where  I  destroyed  about 
three  miles  of  track  and  encamped  for  the  night.  November  27,  marched 
to  Davisborough  Station,  No.  22;  crossed  Williamson’s  Swamp  Creek. 
November  28,  destroyed  three  miles  of  railroad  track  and  mar(;hed  to 
Spiers  Station.  November  29,  destroyed  four  miles  of  railroad  tra(5k  of 
Georgia  Central,  two  saw-mills  and  lumber  yards,  and  the  timber  for  four 
large  bridges  ready  for  use.  One  of  the  bridges  was  marked  Straw¬ 
berry  Plains,  one  Chattanooga  Creek ;  the  other  two  names  have  escaped 
my  memory.  This  timber  has  been  gotten  out  and  made  ready  for  use,  *r 
even  to  having  the  pegs  to  unite  it  turned,  and  was  intended,  as  I  after- 
ward  learned  from  a  citizen,  for  future  operations  of  the  enemy  in  East 
Tennessee.  I  should  estimate  the  number  of  feet  in  this  pile  of  timber  • 
to  be  1,500,000.  November  30,  crossed  the  Ogeechee  and  encamped 
three  miles  southeast  of  Louisville.  i 

December  1,  crossed  Jones’  Mill  Creek,  Dry,  Spring,  Baker’s,  and  Camp 
Creeks,  camiung  near  Jones’  Mill  Creek.  December  2,  passed  through 
Birdville  and  encamped  at  Buck  Head  Church.  December  3,  crossed 
Wayuesborough  railroad  and  marched  three  miles  to  Milieu.  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  crossed  Little  Ogeechee  Creek  at  Hunter’s  Mills  and  encamped 
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six  miles  southeast  of  Sylvauia.  December  5,  marched  two  miles  south¬ 
east.  December  0,  marched  seventeen  miles  in  same  direction.  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  marched  to  Springfield.  December  8,  canix^ed  near  Eden. 
December  9,  moved  out  to  the  Monteith  road,  reaching  the  Monteith 
Swamp  about  noon,  where  the  enemy  had  erected  two  earth- works 
across  the  road  and  felled  the  timber  for  some  distance  in  front. 
Deceived  orders  to  move  up  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  endeavor  to 
dank  these  works.  I  moved  through  the  wood  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile,  where  i  found  a  rice  field  extending  up  to  the  left  of  their  bat¬ 
tery  (our  right).  I  formed  the  brigade  in  two  lines  across  this  field, 
advanced  skirmishers,  and  moved  forward.  The  enemy  opened  one 
piece  of  artillery  on  my  skirmishers,  but  soon  ceased  and  evacuated 
their  fort.  The  ground  being  a  rice  swaini)  my  progress  Avas  neces¬ 
sarily  very  slow,  and  they  escaped,  with  the  excei)tion  of  three  men  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers;  encamped  for  the  night. 
December  10,  moved  down  to  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Kailroad, 
and  destroyed  about  two  miles  of  the  track,  and  moved  on  to  within 
five  miles  of  SaAmnnah,  Avhere  the  enemy  were  found  strongly  intrenched. 
Formed  line  of  battle  on  left  of  Third  Division,  right  resting  on  the 
Savannah  turnpike.  A  forage  party  under  command  of  Captain 
Gildersleeve,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Kew  York  Volunteers,  this  day 
captured  the  rebel  dispatch  steamer  Ida  on  the  Savannah  Diver,  taking 
thirteen  j^risoners,  among  whom  Avas  Colonel  Clinch,  of  General  Hardee’s 
staff.  Tlip  steamer  was  burned  by  Captain  Gildersleeve,  he  not  being 
able  to  hold  it  on  account  of  the  rebel  gun-boats  on  the  river.  Decem- 
11,  the  brigade  in  same  position;  under  orders  from  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  the  division,  the  Second  Massachusetts  and  One 
hundred  and  seventh  New  York,  under  command  of  Colonel  Cogswell, 
Second  Massachusetts,  made  a  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy’s  position 
and  reported  directly  to  division  headquarters.  Later  in  the  day  I  was 
directed  to  send  one  regiment  to  report  to  the  brigadier- general 
commanding  the  corps  for  special  service.  The  Third  Wisconsin,  Col¬ 
onel  Hawley  commanding,  was  selected,  and  received  orders  from 
Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding  TAA^entieth  Corps,  to  cross  to 
Argyle  Island  in  the  Savannah  Diver,  secure  such  property  as  he 
might  find  there,  and  also  to  make  a  reconnaissance  to  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  shore.  Tavo  companies  of  this  regiment  crossed  to  Argyle  Island 
this  night  and  six  companies  the  folloAving  morning,  leaving  tAA^o  com¬ 
panies  to  guard  the  Georgia  shore  and  take  charge  of  a  rice  mill  and 
contraband  cam]).  December  12,  while  crossing  the  river  Colonel  Haw¬ 
ley  discovered  three  steamers  descending.  Winegar’s  battery,  on  the 
Georgiashore,  immediately  opened  fire  upon  them,  driving  two  gun-boats, 
IMacon  and  Samx)Son,  back.  One,  the  armed  steam  tender  Desolute,  Avas 
driven  on  the  island  and  captured  with  all  the  creAv,  consisting  of  5  officers 
and  19  men,  by  Colonel  Hawley.  There  was  a  quantity  of  ordnance  and 
subsistence  stores  on  board,  a  list  of  which  is  given  in  appendix  C. 
Colonel  IIuAvley  also  secured  a  quantity  of  stores  and  animals  upon 
the  island,  Avhich  Avill  be  found  enumerated  in  appendix  C  to  this  report. 
The  brigade  remained  in  same  position  until  I)ecember  15,  when  the 
Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  Av^as  ordered  by  Brigadier-General 
AVilliams  to  report  to  Colonel  HaAvley  at  once  upon  Argyle  Island. 
December  16,  received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Williams  to  move 
my  brigade  over  Argyh*.  Island,  and  from  thence  to  the  South  Carolina 
shore.  At  7  a.  m.,  being  relieved  by  Colonel  Dustin’s  brigade,  of  Third 
DiAusion,  I  proceeded  Avith  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  to  Argyle 
Island,  and  took  up  i)osition  on  the  eastern  point  and  near  South  Caro- 
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lina  sliore.  Two  pieces  of  artillery,  Battery  I,  First  New  York,  were 
ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  were  put  into  position.  During  the  niglit 
received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding  corps, 
to  cross  my  brigade  to  tbe  South  Carolina  shore,  and  take  up  position 
near  the  river,  threatening  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  pike.  Later 
in  the  evening  this  order  was  countermanded,  and  an  order  given  to 
send  100  men  only  and  cross  them  in  small  boats.  December  17,  I 
found  it  impossible  to  cross  100  men  in  small  boats,  not  having  enough 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  low  state  of  the  tide  not  warranting  the  use  of 
the  large  barges.  Nothing  special  occurred  during  the  day,  save  a 
desultory  fire  on  our  position  by  a  light  battery  of  General  Wheeler^s 
cavalry  command,  which  had  now  taken  up  position  on  the  South  Car¬ 
olina  shore  opposite  us.  December  18,  remained  in  same  position  on 
Argyle  Island,  with  slight  shelling  from  General  Wheeler’s  guns.  De¬ 
cember  19,  under  orders  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  divis¬ 
ion,  the  Third  Wisconsin,  Second  Massachusetts,  and  Thirteenth  New 
Jersey,  all  under  command  of  Colonel  Hawley,  were  sent  over  to  the 
South  Carolina  shore  at  daybreak.  They  landed  without  opposition, 
and,  advancing  to  and  beyond  Izard’s  Mill,  succeeded,  after  a  slight 
skirmish,  in  securing  a  good  position.  Deeming  the  force  too  inade¬ 
quate  to  maintain  its  ground  against  the  accumulating  force  of  the 
enemy,  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  was  sent  over  in  the 
afternoon  and  succeeded  in  gaining  an  important  point  on  the  line.  So 
imi)ortant  did  the  enemy  consider  this  position  that  they  charged  our 
forces  Avith  their  cavalry,  but  were  speedily  driven  off.  I  then  moved 
the  remaining  regiment  of  the  brigade.  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New 
York  Volunteers,  to  the  South  Carolina  shore,  and  established  there 
my  headquarters  at  Izard’s  Mill.  The  position  occupied  by  the  brigade 
was  strong  for  defense,  but  the  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  an 
advance  was  difficult.  It  was  a  rice  plantation,  cut  uj)  by  numerous 
dikes  and  canals,  and  the  enemy  had  burned  all  the  bridges  over  the 
canals  and  overflowed  the  whole  plantation  to  a  depth  of  eight  to 
eighteen  inches  water,  thus  necessitating  all  our  movements  by  the 
Hank  up  these  dikes,  and  they  stood  well  prepared  at  these  jdaces  to 
resist  our  advance.  During  the  night  I  transported  the  two  pieces  of 
artillery  across  the  river  and  put  them  in  position  in  the  center  of  the 
line.  The  line,  as  then  formed  and  held  by  my  brigade,  was  two  miles 
and  a  quarter  long,  the  left  resting  on  the  Savannah  Biver  near  Izard’s 
Mill,  the  right  on  an  inlet  near  Clydesdale  Creek.  During  the  night  I 
caused  earth  works  to  be  thrown  up  at  all  the  lArominent  points  along 
the  line,  making  my  position  as  strong  as  possible.  December  20,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  division  to 
determine  the  position  of  Clydesdale  Creek  Avith  reference  to  my  line,  I 
detailed  twelve  companies  of  the  brigade,  under  immediate  command 
of  Colonel  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  accompanied 
them  myself.  The  force  succeeded  in  reaching  Clydesdale  Creek  Avith 
the  loss  of  one  man  killed,  and  after  erecting  works  for  one  regiment  and 
posting  therein  tAvo  companies  of  Thirteenth  NeAV  Jersey  Volunteers,  an 
effort  was  made  to  strike  the  Savannah  and  Ilardeeville  road,  but  the 
enemy,  anticipating  the  movement,  had  thrown  a  strong  force  in  our 
front.  Having  a  canal  to  cross  under  their  fire  if  we  advanced  I  ordered 
the  detachment  to  AvithdraAv.  During  the  day  a  great  number  of 
vehicles  of  all  descriptions  Avere  seen  passing  our  front,  moving  from 
Savannah  toward  Ilardeeville,  Avhich  fact  was  reported  to  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  division.  In  the  afternoon  a  rebel  gun-boat  came  up  the 
river  in  our  rear  and  threAV  about  thirty  shells  in  my  brigade,  killing  one 
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man  of  One  Imndred  and  fiftieth  New  York.  I  could  not  reach  it  with 
my  artillery.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  were  re-enforced  by  three  regiments 
of  infantry  from  Savannah.  From  7  p.  m.  until  3  a.  m.  the  noise  of  the 
retreating  enemy  could  plainly  be  heard  as  they  crossed  the  bridges 
from  Savannah  to  the  South  Carolina  shore.  December  21^  at  7  a.  m. 
I  received  orders  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  division, 
through  Captain  Bennett,  topographical  engineer,  to  recross  my  bri¬ 
gade  to  the  Georgia  shore  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  march  into  Sa¬ 
vannah,  which  place  had  surrendered  to  us  at  5  a.  m.  The  enemy  were 
still  in  my  front,  and  I  made  dispositions  to  cross  by  sending  the  One 
hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York,  Colonel  Ketcham  commanding,  across 
to  Argyle  Island  and  put  into  position  behind  the  dike  so  as  to  cover 
the  withdrawal  of  the  rear  guard  down  a  dike  on  the  Carolina  shore  to 
a  lower  landing  opposite  Gibbon’s  Mill.  The  Second  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  then  withdrawn,  the 
Second  Massachusetts  landing  on  Argyle  Island,  and  the  artillery, 
loaded  on  a  barge,  being  ordered  to  land  on  the  island.  On  account 
of  the  high  wind  the  artillery  could  not  be  landed 'as  desired.  The 
enemy  i)erceiving  our  movements  advanced  their  skirmishers  rapidly, 
but  were  checked  by  the  bold  front  and  steadiness  ofour  own  skirmishers. 
It  was  2  o’clock  before  the  artillery  and  stores  could  be  got  far  enough 
away  to  warrant  the  withdrawal  of  the  balance  of  the  brigade;  then  it 
was  withdrawn,  followed  by  our  skirmishers,  the  enemy  pressing  hard. 
The  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers  crossed;  then  the 
enemy  grew  more  bold,  advancing  at  all  points,  but  under  cover  of  the 
numerous  dikes  they  were  held  in  check.  At  sunset  the  Thirteenth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers  crossed,  and  Colonel  Hawley,  commanding* Third 
Wisconsin,  with  the  skirmish  line,  was  left  to  the  delicate  task  of  with¬ 
drawing  under  cover  of  darkness.  At  11  p.  m.  the  skirmish  line  crossed 
and  without  the  loss  of  a  man  captured.  During  the  severe  skirmish¬ 
ing  of  the  afternoon  Col.  John  H.  Ketcham,  commanding  One  hundred 
and  fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers,  a  valuable  officer,  Avas  severely 
wounded  in  the  thigh.  He  had  but  two  days  before  joined  his  com¬ 
mand  while  we  lay  on  Argyle  Island.  December  22,  crossed  from 
Argyle  Island  to  mainland  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  First 
Brigade  of  the  division,  about  two  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Savannah. 
On  withdrawing  from  South  Carolina  and  Argyle  Island  about  150 
negroes  came  Avith  my  brigade. 

In  closing  this  report  I  cannot  forbear  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the 
position  taken  and  held  by  this  brigade  on  the  South  Carolina  side  of 
the  river  had  much  to  do  in  accelerating  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of 
Savannah. 

During  the  entire  march  from  Atlanta  to  this  place  the  brigade  has 
subsisted  entirely  upon  the  country  (for  statement  of  stores  captured 
see  appendix  C).  We  have  traveled  323  miles,  have  not  lost  a  man  by 
sickness,  and  have  now  only  11  on  the  sick  list,  or  less  than  1  per  cent. 

For  list  of  casualties  see  appendix  A ;  for  list  of  prisoners  captured 
see  appendix  B ;  for  list  of  i)roperty  captured  and  destroyed  see  ap¬ 
pendix  C. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  submit  the  reports  of  my  regimental 
commanders. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.'CAPvMAN, 

Colonel j  Commanding  Brigade, 

Lieut.  George  Bobinson, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen.j  First  Division.,  Twentieth  Corps. 
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Appendix  A. 


Command. 

Killed.  ' 

Wounded. 

Captured 
and  mis.sing. 

Aggregate. 

1  Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

i 

Total. 

Officers. 

i 

Total. 

«5 

0) 

SS 

o 

Men. 

Total. 

107th  New  York  Volunteers . 

! 

6 

6 

1 

52 

53 

1 

58 

59 

150th  New  York  Volunteers  a . 

‘  2 

2 

1 

5 

0 

12 

12 

1 

19' 

20 

13th  New  Jersey  Volunteers . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6 

6 

2d  Massachusetts  Veteran  Volunteers. . . . 

2 

2 

17 

17 

19 

19 

3d  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteers . 

....  1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

9 

9 

"i' 

13 

14 

Total . 

....  3 

3 

2 

19 

21 

1 

93 

94 

3 

115 

118 

a  One  committed  suicide. 


Appendix  B. — List  of  rebel  iwisoners  captured. 


Date. 

Location. 

Officers. 

Men. 

December  9 
10 

Monteith  Swamp . : . 

3 

Steamer  Ida . 

1 

12 

19 

11 

Steamer  Resolute . . . 

5 

Total . 

6 

34 

•  ^ 
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rroperty  captured  and  appropriated  for  use  of  the  brigade. 


Horses . 

.  5 

Rice  (threshed)  . . . 

500 

Mules . 

.  44  ■ 

Sirup . 

_ barrels. . 

13 

Corn . 

.pounds..  177,118 

Sugar . 

1,  000 

Fodder  . 

...do....  205,500 

Salt . 

6 

Sweet  potatoes . 

....do....  95,000 

Bacon . 

- pounds . . 

1,  000 

Fresh  meat,  includin 

g  poul- 

Meal  and  flour. .. . 

. do _ 

1,  500 

try . 

pounds..  95,000 

Whisky . 

2 

Rice  (in  the  sheaf) . . . . 

...do....  20,000 

Tobacco  . 

1,  500 

Property  captured  and  turned  over. 

Cotton  (taken  by  Col.  Wiliiam  Hawley  at  Milleclgeville  and  disposed  of  by 


Major-General  Sherman) . bales..  1,800 

Steamer  Resolute,  of  C.  S.  Navy,  with  the  following  cargo,  turned  over  to 
Captain  Whittelsey,  assistant  quartermaster  Twentieth  Corps: 

Short  Whitney  rifled  muskets  (accouterments  complete) .  10 

Short  Whitney  rifled  muskets  (accouterments  complete) .  10 

Flour . - . barrels..  5 

Beef . . . '. . do _  6 

Sirup . do -  i 

Vinegar . do -  ^ 

Rice . do -  i 

Coffee . . . . bags . .  6 

Candles . box..  1 

Bread . boxes..  3 

Bacon . - . pounds..  500 

Taken  on  Argyle  Island  and  turned  over  to  Captain  Whittelsey,  assistant 
quartermaster  Twentieth  Corps: 

Horses .  2 

Mules .  14 
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Property  destroyed. 


Railroad  track  between  Atlanta  and  Chattahoochee  River . miles. .  3^ 

Georgia  Central  Railroad . . do . . .  9 

Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad . . . do . . . 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  destroyed  at  Milledgeville : 

Muskets  (smooth-bore,  caliber  .69)  burned . . .  2,300 

Ammunition  for  the  same  burned . rounds. .  10,  000 

Infantry  accouterments  burned . sets . .  300 

Lances,  or  John  Brown  pikes,  burned .  5,  000 

Cutlasses  burned .  1?  500 

U.  S.  standard  weights  and  measures  burned . . . boxes. .  15 

Fixed  artillery  ammunition  thrown  in  the  river . boxes..  170 

Kegs  of  powder  thrown  in  the  river .  200 

Also  a  quantity  of  saddles,  harness,  &c. 

Destroyed  during  the  march : 

Cotton  gins .  5 

Cotton . bales..  400 

Steam  saw-mills . , .  2 

Railroad  bridges  framed  and  ready  for  use  (1,500,000  feet) .  4 


Captured  on  the  Savannah  River  by  Captain  Gildersleeve,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  burned.  Confederate  steamer  Ida. 


No.  86. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Cogswell.,  Second  Massaclmsetts  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry, 

In  the  Field,  Decemher  25,  1864. 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  occupation  of 
Atlanta  by  the  Twentieth  Corps,  September  2,  the  Second  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Infantry  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  city  as  provost  guard,  in 
which  position  it  remained  until  November  16,  when  it  started  on  the 
march  in  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  being  the  last  of  the  army  to 
leave  toAvn.  Camped  at  night  about  five  miles  beyond  Decatur. 
November  17,  marched  in  rear  of  Fourteenth  Corps  wagon  train  to 
Conyers;  foraged  about  eight  head  of  cattle.  November  18,  followed 
Fourteenth  Corps  train  across  Yellow  Eiver;  foraged  two  days’ 
rations  of  potatoes.  November  19,  marched  through  Covington; 
crossed  the  Ulcofauhachee  Eiver,  destroying  the  bridge,  and  camped 
at  Newborn.  November  20,  marched  in  rear  of  Fourteenth  Corps 
train  about  sixteen  miles;  foraged  a  Avagon-load  of  sweet  potatoes. 
November  21,  left  the  Fourteenth  Corps  at  Eatonton  Factory;  crossed 
Little  Eiver  and  camped.  November  22,  marched  through  Eatonton; 
crossed  Little  Eiver  on  i)ontoon,and  camioed  at  Meriw^eather.  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  marched  through  Milledgeville;  crossed  the  Oconee  Eiver; 
joined  the  brigade  and  went  into  camp.  November  24,  marched  with 
brigade  to  Hebron.  November  25,  crossed  Buffalo  Creek  and  camped 
about  three  miles  beyond.  November  26,  marched  through  Sanders- 
ville;  skirmished  with  cavalry;  marched  to  Tennille  Station  and  de¬ 
stroyed  half  a  mile  of  railroad  track.  November  27,  marched  to  Davis- 
borough  Station.  November  28,  marched  on  railroad  to  Spiers  Turn¬ 
out;  destroyed  about  one  mile  of  track.  November  29,  marched  on 
railroad  about  seven  miles ;  destroyed  about  two  miles  of  track.  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  crossed  the  Ogeechee  and  camped  about  three  miles  beyond. 

December  1,  marched  with  Avagons  about  ten  miles  through  bad 
swamps.  December  2,  marched  Avith  Avagons.  December  3,  marched 
about  eleven  miles,  December  4,  marched  to  near  Hunter’s  Mills, 
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December  5,  marched  in  rear  of  train.  December  6,  marched.  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  crossed  Turkey  Branch ;  camped  near  Springfield.  December  8, 
marched  about  ten  miles.  December  9,  marched  to  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Savannah  5  encountered  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  in  a  small 
work  with  two  guns  j  got  on  their  flank  and  they  left.  December  10, 
marched  across  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroadj  partially 
destroyed  a  bridge,  and  at  night  went  into  position  about  five  miles 
from  Savannah,  about  one  mile  from  the  enemy’s  works.  December  11, 
the  regiment,  with  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York,  made  a 
reconnaissance  toward  the  enemy’s  works.  December  12,  advanced 
with  the  brigade  and  took  position  near  the  enemy’s  works.  December 
13  and  11,  lay  in  the  same  position.  December  15,  crossed  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Eiver  on  flat-boats  and  camped  on  a  rice  plantation  on  Argyle 
Island,  near  the  Third  Wisconsin.  December  16,  were  shelled  from  the 
South  Carolina  shore  and  from  a  rebel  gun-boat.  December  17,  lay  in 
same  position 5  threw  up  some  slight  defensive  works.  December  18, 
lay  in  same  position.  December  19,  crossed  at  daylight  on  flat-boats  to 
the  Carolina  shore;  the  Third  Wisconsin  in  advance;  drove  in  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers  and  established  a  line  of  battle  about  a  mile  from 
the  river;  advanced  a  short  distance  about  noon  to  a  small  hill  and 
threw  up  works;  were  shelled  by  the  enemy.  December  20,  had  works 
built  for  two  guns  which  were  crossed  in  the  night;  were  shelled  by 
gun-boat  and  field  battery.  December  21,  received  orders  to  cross  to 
Argyle  Island,  which  was  effected  without  loss  to  our  regiment.  Com¬ 
panies  A  and  C  and  our  x)ickets  were  hard  jiressed  by  the  enemy,  but 
crossed  late  at  night  with  a  loss  of  one  man  wounded.  The  regiment 
attempted  to  cross  to  the  mainland,  but,  a  heavy  wind  iirevailiiig, 
were  blown  down  river  to  King’s  Island  and  recrossed  the  regiment  fco 
Argyle  Island  in  small  boats  with  much  difficulty.  December  22,  the 
whole  day  spent  in  crossing  the  brigade  to  the  Georgia  shore.  At 
night  marched  about  seven  miles  to  the  present  camp  of  the  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  COGSWELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Massaclmsetts  Infantry. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Lindsay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Brigade. 


No.  87. 


Report  of  Alaj.  Frederich  H.  .Harris^  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

IlDQRS.  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

Near  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  24.,  1864. 

Sir:* 

November  15,  marched  seventeen  miles  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
to  foot  of  Stone  Mountain,  passing  through  Decatur  and  into  De  Kalb 
County,  where  our  brigade  did  picket  duty.  November  16,  marched 
ten  miles  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  two  miles  east  of  YelloAV  Eiver; 
crossed  river  at  Eock  Bridge  and  iiassed  into  Gwinnett  County. 
November  17,  marched  thirteen  miles  east,  to  three  miles  beyond  Shef¬ 
field,  and  into  Newton  and  Walton  Counties;  crossed  Big  and  Little 

*  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.65G. 
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Hayues  Creeks.  November  18,  marched  twenty-one  miles  southeast 
to  five  miles  east  of  Eutledge,  passing  through  Social  Circle  and  Eut- 
ledge  to  within  four  miles  of  Madison.  November  19,  marched  four  miles 
east  to  Madison,  passing  through  the  town  j  thence  south  four  miles 
toward  Eaton  ton,  and  passed  into  Morgan  County.  November  20, 
marched  thirteen  miles  south  to  five  miles  north  of  Eatonton,  county 
town  of  Putnam  County.  November  21,  marched  eighteen  miles  south 
to  Little  Eiver,  passing  through  Eatonton.  November  22,  marched 
twelve  miles  to  Milled geville,  the  capital  of  Georgia,  which  was  surren¬ 
dered  to  our  forces  without  opposition.  Our  brigade  marched  through 
the  city  on  the  advance,  crossed  the  Oconee  Eiver,  and  encamped  about 
a  mile  from  the  city,  in  Baldwin  County.  November  23,  rested  near 
Milledgeville.  November  24,  marched  fifteen  miles  to  within  three 
miles  of  Hebron  Post-Office,  crossed  Town,  Gum,  and  Bluff  Creeks  and 
entered  Washington  County.  November  25,  marched  four  miles  east 
to  Buffalo  Creek,  passing  through  Hebron  Post-Office;  thence  four  miles 
east  of  Buffalo  Creek ;  were  delayed  at  creek  some  little  time  by  burn¬ 
ing  of  bridge  across  it  and  camped  four  miles  from  Sandersville.  No¬ 
vember  26,  started  at  6  a.  m.,  our  regiment  being  on  the  right  of  the 
division,  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry*  being  the  advance  guard.  We  had 
not  proceeded  far  before  the  cavalry  Avere  fired  upon  by  the  enemy. 
Our  regiment  was  then  deployed  as  skirmishers,  with  four  companies  in 
reserve.  We  then  advanced,  crossing  acreek which  theenemy  had  made 
impassable  for  our  cavalry  by  fallen  timber  and  other  obstructions.  We 
commenced  skirmishing  with  the  rebels  at  this  point,  but  drove  them 
rapidly  for  about  four  miles,  and  entered  the  town  of  Sandersville  a  little 
in  advance  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  Tavo  of  our  men 
Avere  severely  wounded,  one  slightly.  W e  then  resumed  our  marcb  south 
to  Tennille  Station,  No.  13 ;  skirmishers  thrown  out  on  both  sides  of  road ; 
here  we  commenced  tearing  up  the  track  of  the  Georgia  Central  Eail- 
road;  we  fore  up  about  half  a  mile,  and  then  were  sent  out  as  pickets 
for  the  brigade,  after  which  we  returned  to  Tennille,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  night.  November  27,  marched  eighteen  miles  east  to  HaAus- 
borough  Station,  No.  12,  Georgia  Central  Eailroad;  crossed  AYilliani- 
son’s  Swamp  Creek.  November  28,  marched  eleven  miles  east  to  Spiers 
Station,  No.  11,  tearing  up  and  destroying  about  half  a  mile  of  track; 
passed  into  Jefferson  County.  November  29,  marched  eight  miles  east 
to  BostAvick,  tearing  up  and  destroying  about  half  a  mile  of  track;  also 
destroyed  a  large  lumberyard  of  bridge  timber;  thence  one  mile  to 
camp.  November  30,  marched  eight  miles  northwest  to  near  Louisville ; 
crossed  Ogeechee  Eiver,  and  encamped  three  miles  southeast  of  the 
toAvn  of  Louisville. 

December  1 ,  marched  thirteen  miles  east  to  near  Jones^  Mill  Creek, 
crossing  Dry,  Spring,  Baker’s,  and  Camp  Creeks;  passed  into  Burke 
County.  December  2,  marched  fifteen  miles  east  to  Buck  Head  Church ; 
crossed  Jones’  Mill  and  Buck  Head  Creeks;  passed  through  Birdville. 
December  3,  marched  sixteen  miles  east  to  three  miles  north  of  Millen; 
passed  Camp  Lawton  and  into  Screven  County;  crossed  Little  Buck 
Head  Creek  and  Waynesborough  railroad.  December  4,  marched  six¬ 
teen  miles  east  to  six  miles  southeast  of  Sylvania;  crossed  Little 
Ogeechee  Eiver  at  Hunter’s  Mills.  December  5,  marched  two  miles 
southeast  and  camped  eight  miles  southeast  of  SylA^ania.  December  6, 
marched  eleven  miles  southeast  to  sixteen  miles  northwest  of  Spring- 
field;  passed  into  Efiingham  County.  Jtecember  7,  marched  fifteen 
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miles  southeast  to  one  mile  northwest  of  Springfield  5  crossed  Turkey 
Branch  Creek.  December  8,  marched  twelve  miles  southwest  to  near 
Eden 5  passed  through  Springfield.  December  9,  marched  three  miles 
south  to  the  Monteith  road,  thence  along  this  road  southeast  to  the 
Monteith  Swamp,  which  the  road  crosses  fourteen  miles  from  Savannah. 
Here  we  found  the  rebels  had  built  two  forts  across  the  road,  which  was 
also  obstructed  by  felled  timber.  Our  brigade  was  sent  to  the  right 
of  the  forts;  formed  in  two  lines  in  a  rice  swamp.  The  rebels  opened 
on  us  with  one  piece  of  artillery.  A  charge  was  then  made  upon  the 
fort,  which  the  rebels  evacuated  before  we  reached;  encamped  near  it 
for  the  night,  having  marched  nine  miles.  December  10,  marched  on 
the  Monteith  pike  about  five  miles;  struck  the  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Eailroad;  tore  up  and  burned  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  it;  then  moved 
to  within  about  five  miles  of  Savannah,  when  our  regiment  was  ifiaced 
in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Yolunteers, 
and  about  a  mile  from  the  rebel  works.  December  11,  moved  at  7  p.  m. 
from  the  second  line  to  the  front;  encamped  in  line  of  battle.  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  took  position  in  line  of  battle  to  left  of  and  between  Savannah 
turnpike  and  river  and  to  the  north  of  Pipe-Maker’s  Creek.  December 
13,  threw  up  breast  works  in  front  of  regiment.  December  16,  crossed 
Savannah  Kiver  at  Cumming’s  Ferry  to  Argyle  Island  in  flat-boats; 
we  threw  up  breast  works  on  the  northeast  side  of  island.  December 
19,  according  to  order  this  regiment,  together  with  the  Second  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  crossed  to  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  shore,  at  7  a.  m.,  in  flat-boats.  Skirmishers  Avere  throAAm  out. 
The  regiment  took  position  to  protect  the  right ;  the  right,  resting  on 
Hog  Island  Creek,  landed  on  South  Carolina  shore  near  Izard’s  Mill. 
Our  regiment  was  then  moved  farther  to  the  left  to  Smith’s  house.  Beech 
Hill,  where  it  threw  up  breast-works,  one  company  being  sent  to  Col¬ 
onel  Hawley  to  assist  in  capturing  a  hill.  December  20,  three  compa¬ 
nies  joined  Avith  other  detachments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hawley, 
to  make  reconnaissance.  Late  in  afternoon  Avas  severely  shelled  by 
gun -boat  in  riA^er.  During  night  heard  much  noise  as  of  moving  of 
troops  in  our  front,  which  was  afterward  found  to  be  the  evacuation  of 
Savannah.  December  21,  crossed  river  to  Argyle  Island  and  part  of 
regiment  over  to  Georgia  shore.  December  22,  crossed  balance  of  regi¬ 
ment  to  Georgia  shore  and  marched  seven  miles  south  to  two  miles 
from  Savannah,  taking  position  near  riA^er  and  opposite  Hutchinson’s 
Island. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EKED.  H.  HAERIS, 

Major ^  Commanding  Thirteenth  Neiv  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Lindsay, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  1st  ITiv. ,20th  Amny  Corps. 


No.  88. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Allen  A.  Sill,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Neiv  York 
Infantry,  of  operations  Septemher  2-J)ecemher  23. 

Headquarters  107th  Neav  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1804. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  as  the 
part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  this  campaign : 

On  the  2d  of  Sei)tember,  1864,  this  regiment  entered  Atlanta  as  part 
of  a  reconnoitering  i)arty  sent  from  diAosion  headquarters  under  com- 
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mancl  of  Col.  N.  M.  Crane.  After  passing  through  the  city  we  took 
position  in  the  rebel  breast- works  fronting  toward  Decatur.  Eeinained 
in  camp  until  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  September,  when  orders  were 
received  for  this  regiment  to  report  to  Col.  A,  Beckwith,  chief  commis¬ 
sary  of  subsistence,  in  the  city  for  duty.  Remained  on  duty  in  the 
city,  guarding  subsistence  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  until  ordered  to 
join  the  brigade  on  the  loth  of  iSTovember  preijaratory  to  this  campaign; 
joined  the  brigade  and  marched  to  Stone  Mountain  and  camped  for  the 
night;  resumed  the  march  on  tlie  IGth  and  camped  near  Sheffield  at  12 
midnight.  On  the  17th  marched  twenty  miles  and  camped  for  the  night 
near  Social  Circle.  On  the  18th  marched  twenty  miles;  sent  out  two 
companies  (D  and  K)  foraging  by  direction  from  brigade  headquarters, 
under  command  of  Capt.  George  W.  Reid,  with  instructions  to  keep 
near  the  road  and  bring  the  stores  gathered  up  to  the  road  to  be  loaded 
into  wagons,  but  not  returning  we  afterward  learned  that  Reid’s  com- 
l)any,  comprising  27  enlisted  men  and  16  men  belonging  to  Company  D, 
had  been  captured  near  Social  Circle;  the  whole  number  captured, 
including  the  captain,  was  44  men.  Camped  near  Madison  on  the  18th. 
On  the  19th  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.  and  resumed  the  inarch,  passing 
tlirough  Madison  about  noon;  camped  at  4  p.  m.  six  miles  east  of 
Madison.  November  20,  broke  camp  at  9  a.  m. ;  marched  eighteen  miles ; 
camped  at  9  p.  m.  four  miles  north  of  Eatonton;  rained  quite  hard  dur¬ 
ing  the  night.  Resuhaed  the  march  on  the  21st,  at  7  a.  m.;  found  the 
roads  very  heavy  and  in  some  places  almost  impassable;  rained  very 
liard  during  the  forenoon;  passed  through  Eatonton  about  11  a.  m; 
camped  for  the  night  twelve  miles  from  Milledgeville.  November  22,  found 
the  air  clear  and  cold;  ground  frozen.  This  regiment,  with  the  brigade, 
moved  in  advance  of  the  train  and  came  up  to  the  capital  of  Georgia 
about  3  p.  m.;  this  regiment,  with  the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  was 
ordered  to  enter  the  city;  we  met  with  no  opposition;  marched  to  the 
square  about  the  capitol  and  camped;  guards  were  at  once  stationed 
about  all  public  works,  arsenal,  armory,  &c.,  under  direction  of  Colonel 
Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  all  Government  property 
taken  account  of;  remained  here  until  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  when  the  march  was  resumed;  crossed  the  Oconee  River,  camping 
for  the  night  near  Hebron  Post-Office,  having  traveled  fifteen  miles. 
November  25,  marched  ten  miles;  camped  six  miles  from  Sanders- 
ville.  On  the  26th  moved  at  6  a.  m.;  had  proceeded  but  about 
two  miles  when  skirmishing  was  heard  ahead.  The  enemy  was  soon 
driven  back  and  we  passed  on  to  Sandersville;  having  passed  through 
the  village  this  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
tlie  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
wlien  tlie  halt  was  sounded;  returned  to  the  village  and  resumed 
the  march  on  another  road;  crossed  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Railroad 
at  Station  No.  13;  proceeded  down  the  track  about  one  mile  and 
destroyed  the  track  for  some  distance;  went  into  canq)  near  the  station. 
Resumed  the  march  on  the  27th  instant,  at  6  a.m.;  marched  fifteen 
miles  and  camped  near  Davisborough.  November  28,  moved  out  on 
the  railroad  at  6  a.  m. ;  followed  the  track  for  two  days,  destroying 
both  ties  and  rails.  On  the  30th  left  the  railroad,  moving  up  the 
Ogeecliee  River,  on  the  south  side,  until  near  Louisville,  where  we 
crossed  the  river  and  joined  our  train. 

December  1,  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.;  found  the  roads  very  bad,  run¬ 
ning  through  an  almost  impassable  swamj);  camped  at  midnight  ten 
miles  from  where  we  started.  December  2,  broke  camj)  at  6  a.  m.; 
camped  at  11  p.  m.  in  the  woods.  December  3,  resumed  the  march  at 
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8  a.  m. ;  reached  the  Milieu  and  Augusta  Eailroad  about  noon ;  camped 
near  Millen.  December  4,  broke  camp  at  daylight  and  marched  fifteen 
miles  and  went  into  camp.  Kemained  in  camp  December  5  until  6  p. 
m.  waiting  for  the  wagon  trains  to  pass ;  moved  two  miles  and  camped. 
December  6,  resumed  the  march,  guarding  the  rear  of  the  trains;  made 
a  distance  of  twelve  miles  and  camped.  December  7,  broke  camp  at 
7  a.  m. ;  marched  thirteen  miles;  roads  very  bad;  rained  during  most 
of  the  forenoon ;  camped  at  9  p.  m.  December  8,  resumed  the  march  at 
7  a.  m. ;  passed  through  Springfield  at  9  a.  m.;  marched  nine  miles  and 
camped.  December  9,  broke  camp  at  9  a.  m.  and  marched  at  10;  at  2 
p.  m.  reached  Monteith  Swamp,  where  we  found  the  First  Brigade  skir¬ 
mishing  with  the  enemy;  halted  for  dinner.  At  3  p.  m.  moved  to  the 
right  of  the  road  and  formed  line  of  battle  in  a  swamp  where  the  water 
was  knee  deep.  This  regiment  Avent  into  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers  and  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers.  Moved  forward  and  soon  our  skir¬ 
mishers  were  engaged  and  uncovered  a  redoubt,  when  the  enemy  opened 
on  us  with  artillery.  The  line  halted,  when  soon  after  the  First  Brigade 
opened  on  the  redoubt  from  the  opposite  side  and  the  enemy  left  their 
works  and  retreated  in  haste,  taking  with  them,  however,  their  artil¬ 
lery.  Our  line  moved  forward  and  halted  near  the  redoubt  and  camped 
for  the  night.  December  10,  resumed  the  march  at  6.30  a.  m. ;  crossed 
the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Eailroad  at  Mont^th  Station;  halted 
and  destroyed  the  track  for  some  distance,  Avhen  orders  came  to  move 
on;  camped  at  2  p.  m.  four  miles  from  SaA^annah.  December  11,  this 
regiment,  with  the  Second  Massachusetts,  Avas  ordered  out  on  a  recon¬ 
naissance;  did  not  proceed  far  before  we  found  the  enemy  in  strong 
works;  returned  to  camp  at  11  a.  ni.  December  12,  moved  into  line  of 
battle  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  on  the 
right  of  the  Thirteenth  NeAv  Jersey  Volunteers,  where  breast- works 
Avere  erected.  December  13,  14,  and  15,  remained  in  camp  without  any 
change.  December  16,  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.;  marched  to  the  Savan¬ 
nah  EiA^er  and  crossed  to  Argyle  Island  with  the  brigade,  a  distance  of 
four  miles,  where  we  camped  and  remained  Avithout  accident  until  the 
19th,  when  this  regiment  changed  position  and  occupied  the  camp  of 
the  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  but  at  2  p.  m.  crossed  the  east 
branch  of  the  river  to  South  Carolina  to  join  the  brigade.  This  regi¬ 
ment  was  divided  and  four  companies  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel 
Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  tAvo  comx>anies  to 
report  to  Colonel  HaAvley,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  two  com- 
X)anies  were  left  to  guard  the  landing;  five  companies  (A,  E,  G,  H,  and 
I)  were  moved  upon  by  the  enemy,  aud  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  Avhen 
the  five  comiAanies  were  ordered  back  by  Colonel  Hawley,  and  took 
position  in  rear  and  fortified;  tAvo  men  only  were  slightly  wounded. 
December  20,  were  joined  by  the  remaining  companies  and  lay  in  works 
all  day.  December  21,  receiA^ed  neAvs  tliat  Savannah  aa  as  occupied  by 
our  troops;  orders  av ere  received  at  8  a.  m.  to  recross  the  river;  this 
regiment  moved  doAvn  to  the  landing  but  Avas  returned  to  the  support 
of  the  line;  remained  in  works  until  2  p.  m.,  during  Avliich  time  the 
enemy  made  movements  in  front  as  if  to  attack,  ])ut  nothing  occurred 
but  slight  skirmishing;  at  2  j).  m.  we  were  again  ordered  to  retire  to 
the  river;  recrossed  safely  to  Argyle  Island  and  remained  during  the 
night.  December  22,  remained  in  works  on  the  island,  unable  to  rec.ross 
the  Avest  branch  of  the  river  on  account  of  the  strong  Avind;  about  12 
m.  the  enemy  moved  doAvn  to  the  river  and  annoyed  the  troops  by 
sharpshooters;  Ave  had  one  man  severely  Avoundediu  the  leg;  crossed  to 
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the  Georgia  shore  at  4  p.  ra.  and  marched  to  within  one  mile  of  Savan¬ 
nah;  went  into  camp  at  10  p.  m.  December  23,  received  orders  to  go 
into  camp  and  erect  comfortable  quarters. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  SILL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 

Gapt.  J.  E.  Lindsay, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  1st  Biv.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  80. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alfred  B.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York 

Infantry. 

Headquarters  150th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Beeember  24,  1864. 

Sir  :* 

November  15,  marched  at  5.30  a.  m.  toward  Decatur;  made  Stone 
Mountain,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles.  November  16,  ready  to  march 
at  6,30  a.  m.,  and  marched  at  4  p.  m.  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  and  got 
into  camp  on  the  east  side  of  the  Yellow  Eiver.  November  17,  marched 
at  8  a.  m.;  difficult  roads;  made  seventeen  miles,  and  halted  at 
Eock  Bridge  at  12  midnight.  November  18,  marched  at  8  a.  m.,  guard¬ 
ing  and  assisting  sixty  wagons  over  all  bad  places  in  the  roads.  Passed 
through  Social  Circle  and  Eutledge,  and  encamped  four  miles  from 
Madison;  marched  nineteen  miles.  Sent  out  two  companies  foraging; 
procured  1,530  pounds  of  fresh  i)ork  and  10  sheep,  and  6  head  of  fat 
cattle — average  weight  dressed,  300  pounds  a  head;  aggregate,  1,800 
pounds — and  42  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes,  about  64  gallons  of  sirup ; 
the  cattle  were  turned  over  to  the  brigade  commissary.  November  19, 
started  at  7  a.  m.;  roads  very  heavy;  helped  sixty  wagons  through; 
passed  through  Madison;  made  nine  miles,  and  got  into  camp  at3p.  m. 
November  20,  marched  sixteen  miles,  over  bad  roads,  toward  Eatonton 
and  encamped;  rainy  day.  November  21,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  roads 
very  bad ;  built  100  rods  of  corduroy  road  of  rails  at  the  side  of  the  road, 
and  helped  120  wagons  over  them;  advanced  nine  miles  and  encamped 
late  in  the  night.  November  22,  marched  at  6  a.  m.;  crossed  Little 
Eiver  on  pontoon  bridge;  reached  Milledgeville  at  1  p.  in.,  and  went  into 
camp  east  of  the  city  across  the  river,  having  marched  thirteen  miles. 
November  23,  remained  in  same  cainj);  collected  forage  in  large  quan¬ 
tities;  picked  up  and  turned  in  4  large  serviceable  mules,  40  bushels  of 
sweet  potatoes,  2,000  pounds  fresh  pork,  200  pounds  bacon,  60  gallons 
molasses  or  sirup,  100  pounds  meal.  November  24,  marched  at  6.30 
a.  m.;  advanced  fifteen  miles,  to  within  two  miles  of  Hebron,  and 
encamped  at  dusk ;  50  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes  procured  for  the  regi¬ 
ment  and  1 ,000  pounds  fresh  pork.  November  25,  marched  at  6.30  a.  m. ; 
advanced  ten  miles  and  found  a  bridge  destroyed  six  miles  from  San- 
dersville;  halted  for  the  night;  some  skirmishing  in  front  with  rebel 
cavalry.  November  26,  mar(;hed  at  6  a.  m. ;  crossed  a  creek  and  through 
a  bad  swamp,  and  moved  rapidly  toward  Sandersville.  Heard  brisk 
firing  in  front;  finined  line  of  battle,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Eegiment 
on  left  of  the  road.  Advanced  in  line  half  a  mile,  then  by  the  flank 
to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  town;  then  formed  line  and  sui)i)orted  the 

*  For  ])ortion  of  report  (liere  omitted)  relating  to  operations  al)Out  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  1,  p.  657. 
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skirmish  line  through  the  town  in  line  of  battle.  At  12  m.  moved  south 
to  Tennille^  having  marched  ten  miles,  destroyed  half  a  mile  of  railroad, 
burning  the  ties  and  bending  the  rails,  and  Avent  into  camp  at  Tennille. 
November  27,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  along  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  by 
a  circuitous  route,  and  reached  Davisborough  Station  at  dusk,  having 
marched  eighteen  miles.  November  28,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  to  tear  up 
railroad;  destroyed  three  miles  of  railroad,  burning  ties  and  twisting 
rails;  also  burned  1,000  new  railroad  ties;  made  e] even' miles;  pro¬ 
cured  1,000  pounds  fresh  meat  and  20  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes; 
reached  Spiers  Station  at  dark;  captured  and  turned  over  to  brigade 
commissary  17  head  of  cattle;  average  Aveight,  300  pounds.  November 
29,  marched  at  0.30  a.  ni.;  tore  up  and  destroyed  one  mile  and  a  half  of 
railroad,  burned  a  large  quantity  of  framed  bridge  timber,  and  got 
into  camp  at  7  p.  m.;  then  reported  to  General  Jackson  and  Avent  on 
picket  AAith  the  regiment,  holding  tlie  road  on  which  we  were  to 
advance.  Made  eleven  miles  this  day.  November  30,  marched  at  9  a.  m. 
up  the  Ogeechee  River  to  Blake’s  plantation ;  crossed  on  a  repaired 
bridge;  marclied  three  miles,  and  encamped  on  a  high  plain  near  our 
wagon  train  and  not  far  from  Louisville,  having  marched  eleven  miles. 

December  1,  marched  at  8  a.  m.;  made  thirteen  miles;  procured  40 
bushels  sweet  iiotatoes  and  400  pounds  fresh  pork.  December  2, 
marched  at  7  a.  m.;  guarded  ninety  Avagons  and  made  eleven  miles. 
December  3,  marched  at  6.30  a.m.;  passed  the  pen  where  the  rebels 
kept  our  prisoners;  made  sixteen  miles  toward  Sylvania;  obtained 
an  abundance  of  sweet  potatoes  and  pork — about  40  bushels  sweet  pota¬ 
toes  and  1,000  pounds  fresh  pork — and  turned  in  to  brigade  commissary 
24  head  of  cattle — average  Aveight  275  pounds,  dressed — 100  pounds 
sugar,  and  GO  gallons  of  molasses.  December  4,  marched  at  6  a.  m.; 
crossed  Little  Ogeechee  River ;  made  fifteen  miles ;  foraging  party  from  bri¬ 
gade,  under  command  of  Captain  CogSAvell,  procured  three  A\mgon-loads 
of  sweet  potatoes,  150  pounds  of  bacon,  and  17  head  of  cattle,  average 
weight  dressed,  250  pounds,  December  5, ready  to  march  at  daylight; 
marched  at  7  p.  m. ;  passed  a  very  bad  swamp;  inadetAvo  miles  and  went 
into  camp  at  1  o’clock  in  the  night;  the  men  procured  40  bushels  of 
sweet  potatoes  and  GOO  pounds  fresh  meat.  December  G,  marched  at  9 
a.  m.;  made  twelve  miles;  some  bad  sAvamps  passed;  got  into  camp  at 
dark;  men  supplied  themselves  with  sweet  potatoes,  40  bushels,  and 
400  pounds  fresh  pork.  December  7,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  A^ery  bad 
roads ;  helped  fifty  wagons  through  the  SAvanq),  and  took  out  of  the 
road  a  large  number  of  felled  trees;  went  into  camp  near  Springfield, 
having  marched  eleven  miles.  December  8,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  leaAung 
Avagons  and  ])ack-mules  at  Springfield;  made  ten  miles  south Avest  and 
southeast,  gaining  but  little;  regiment  procured  plenty  of  SAA^eet  pota¬ 
toes,  40  bushels,  and  200  pounds  of  pork;  men  had  all  to  march  Avith 
wet  feet;  roads  bad,  swamps  flooding  them.  December  9,  marched  at 
8  a.  m.;  halted  at  10  a.  m.;  road  obstructed  by  fallen  trees  and  a  rebel 
gun  playing  down  the  road  through  the  swamp;  ])assed  Avith  the  bri¬ 
gade  around  to  the  right  of  the  road,  through  a  bad  SAvainp.  The  One 
hundred  and  liftieth  Avas  at  first  ordered  and  dex)loyed  in  third  line  of 
battle,  in  a  rice  SAA^amj)  coA^ered  Avith  AA^ater  from  one  to  three  feet  deep, 
then  ordered  to  the  left  of  the  first  line,  adjoining  the  Third  Wiscomsin, 
then  ordered  farther  to  the  left,  through  an  almost  impenetrable  SAvamj) 
and  thicket,  to  give  room  betAveen  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  and 
Third  Wisconsin  for  the  One  liundred  and  seventh  Regiment  NeAV  York 
Volunteers.  This  regiment  halted  on  this  line,  but  seeing  the  other 
regiments  advancing  and  the  rebels  running  aAvay,  advanced  to  the  fort. 
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The  men  and  officers  executed  all  orders  on  this  difficult  maneuver  with 
most  commendable  alacrity  and  promptness.  Marched  about  eight  miles. 
]3ecember  10,  marched  at  6  a.  m.,  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Eegi- 
meut  in  advance  of  thecorj^s;  advanced  three  miles  to  the  Savannah 
and  Charleston  Eailroad,  and  at  8  a.  m.  commenced  tearing  u})  the  rail¬ 
road.  Advanced  again  at  9  a.  m.  to  within  four  miles  of  Savannah  and 
formed  line  of  battle,  and  sent  out  the  right  wing  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fiftieth  Eegiment  as  skirmishers  and  established  the  picket-line. 
Captain  Gilder  sleeve  with  his  comiiany  went  out  foraging  and  came 
upon  the  rebel  dispatch  boat  Ida }  captured  and  burned  it.  They  took 
13  prisoners,  1  of  them  a  Confederate  colonel.  Clinch  by  name.  Decem¬ 
ber  11,  remained  in  same  position.  December  12,  advanced  the  line  500 
yards  and  erected  breast-works,  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  on  the 
right  of  the  brigade  next  the  road.  December  13, 14,  and  15,  remained 
in  same  position;  men  very  destitute  of  food,  rice  and  fresh  meat  the 
only  articles,  and  ten  i)ounds  of  rice  to  100  men.  December  16,  moved  at 
6  a.  m.  up  the  river  about  four  miles;  crossed  over  the  river  to  Argyle 
Island,  near  the  south  end  of  the  island.  The  soldiers  procured  plenty  of 
unhulled  rice,  and,  i)ounding  it  out,  supplied  themselves  bountifully. 
Crossed  the  river  in  scows.  December  17  and  18  remained  in  same 
position.  December  19,  relieved  the  Third  Wisconsin  Eegiment  in  the 
works  on  the  island  at  daylight,  and  crossed  to  the  South  Carolina 
shore  at  3  p.  m.  to  support  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  Sent  out  two 
companies  on  picket.  The  rebel  gun-boat  shelled  us  vigorously  and 
killed  one  man  on  the  island.  December  20,  the  line  was  extended  to  the 
right  by  a  reconnaissance,  in  which  three  comi^anies  of  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fiftieth  were  engaged,  to  a  creek  opjiosite  Savannah ;  estab¬ 
lished  line  and  threw  up  rifle-pits  or  breast- works,  and  retired,  losing 
only  one  man  killed.  December  21,  received  orders  at  7  o’clock  to  recross 
the  river,  as  Savannah  was  ours.  Commenced  recrossing  to  Argyle 
Island.  The  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  crossed  first  and  then  took  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  extreme  southeasterly  point  of  the  island,  to  cover  the  cross¬ 
ing  of  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  The  rebels  pressed  our  rear  guard, 
and  Companies  C  and  I  of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  opened  fire 
upon  them  with  good  effect,  checking  their  advance  and  enabling  the 
rear  of  the  brigade  to  cross  safely.  The  wind  was  very  high,  rendering 
the  boats  unmanageable,  and  the  day  was  consumed  in  crossing  to 
Argyle  Island.  Our  noble  colonel,  who  had  returned  but  two  days 
before  and  assumed  command  of  his  regiment,  was  severely  wounded 
in  this  skirmish.  The  country  can  ill  afford  to  lose  the  services,  even 
for  a  time,  of  one  so  devoted  to  his  regiment,  and  so  competent,  faith¬ 
ful,  and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty.  The  regiment  crossed 
to  the  south  side  of  Argyle  Island,  and  remained  on  the  dike  all  night 
awaiting  an  opportunity  to  cross.  December  22,  commenced  crossing 
the  river  in  small  boats  at  9  a.  m.  By  crossing  to  the  sand-bar  and 
walking  across  it,  and  thence  to  the  main  shore  the  regiment  was  all 
over  the  river  at  12  m.  Marched  at  4  o’clock  to  Savannah  and  encam])ed 
about  two  miles  out  of  the  city,  near  the  Savannah  Eiver,  second  regi¬ 
ment  from  the  left  of  our  brigade. 

As  an  ap])roximate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  provisions  secured  on 
this  march  by  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Eegiment,  I  would  say  two 
pounds  potatoes  per  day  i)er  man  from  November  18  to  and  including 
J)ecember  8,  twenty  days. 


Gross  amount  of  potatoes . pounds..  20,  200 

Fresh  meat,  aside  from  issue . do. ..  15,  000 

8irup . gallons..  640 
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Honey . pounds . . 

Bacon  and  salt  meat . do. .. 

Salt . do. .. 

Sugar . do. .. 

Flour . do... 

Corn  meal . . . do. .. 

Forage  for  public  and  private  horses  and  mules: 

Corn . pounds.. 

Fodder . do . . . 


300 
3,  000 
500 
1,  000 
1,  000 
1, 000 

11,  340 
13, 860 


There  have  beeu,  as  above  stated,  47  head  of  cattle  captured  by  the  / 
regiment  and  turned  over  to  the  brigade  commissary,  the  net  weight  ; 
of  which  would  be  about  14,000  pounds.  '  1 

Casualties  from  September  2  to  December  22  inclusive.*  J 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  of  this  regiment  in  this  cam-  ' 
paign  deserves  the  highest  commendation.  ^ 

I  am,  most  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  SMITH,  ; 

Major,  Commanding  Regiment.  ' 

Oapt.  J.  E.  Lindsay,  ! 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral.  , 


No.  90.  i 

Reports  of  Col.  William  JSaivley,  Third  Wisco7isin  Infantry.  j 

Hdqrs.  Third  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infty.,  j 

Near  Savaiiyiah,  Ga.^  December  25,  1864.  i 

Captain  :  t 

November  15,  started  with  the  balance  of  the  army  on  the  expedi-  j 
tion  to  this  city;  passed  through  Decatur  and  went  into  camp  on  rail-  ' 
road  near  Stone  Mountain ;  distance  marched,  fourteen  miles.  Novem-  I 
ber  10,  marched  seven  miles  and  went  into  camp  near  Yellow  Eiver.  | 
November  17,  marched  fourteen  miles  and  went  into  camp  near  Gum  i 
Creek.  November  18,  marched  eighteen  miles  and  camped  near  Social  | 
Circle.  November  19,  marched  twelve  miles,  passing  through  Madi-  : 
son,  and  arriving  in  camp  at  an  early  hour.  Here  I  was  directed  by  ^ 
the  colonel  commanding  brigade  to  conduct  an  exiiedition  into  the 
country  for  supplies,  furnishing  me  for  this  purpose  four  wagons.  On 
this  expedition  I  marched  eight  miles  and  loaded  my  wagons  with  ’ 
molasses,  hogs,  bacon,  and  potatoes.  These  supplies  were  turned  over 
to  the  brigade  commissary.  November  20,  marched  ten  miles  toward  J 
Eaton  ton.  November  21,  marched  twelve  miles,  passing  through  Eaton- 
ton,  and  went  into  camp  at  Dennis  Station.  November  22,  marched  | 
thirteen  miles  to  Milledgeville.  Arriving  near  the  city  the  corps  was  I 
halted,  and  by  direction  of  major-general  commanding  Left  Wing,  I 
entered  the  place  at  the  head  of  my  own  regiment  and  the  One  hundred  J 
and  seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  assumed  command  of  f 
the  i)ost.  During  my  short  stay  in  Milledgeville  I  received  orders  *■ 
dir(ict  from  the  major-general  commanding  Left  Wing  of  the  army.  * 
My  duties  maiidy  consisted  in  fiatrolling  the  streets,  ascertaining  the  ^ 
amount  of  public  and  other  inoi)erty  captured  and  guarding  the  same,  * 
and  maintaining — so  far  as  my  limited  means  would  allow — good  order  ■ 
in  the  city.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  property  seized,  with  the  dis-  & 
position  made  of  the  same:  Burned — 2,300  muskets,  smooth-bore,  cali-  / 

*  Nominal  list  (licre  omitted)  shows  2  enlisted  men  killed,  and  1  committed  suicide,  '1 
1  commissioned  officer  and  3  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  12  enlisted  men  missing.  1 

t  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see  • 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  658.  1 
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ber  .09;  10,000  rouucLs  cartridges,  caliber  .69;  300  sets  accoiiterinents; 
5,000  lances;  1,500  cutlasses;  15  boxes  U.  S.  standard  weights  and 
measures.  Thrown  into  the  river — 170  boxes  fixed  artillery  ammuni¬ 
tion;  200  kegs  powder;  16  hogsheads  salt.  A  large  amount  of  cot¬ 
ton,  say  1,800  bales,  Avas  disposed  of  by  General  Sherman;  the 
manner  of  disposition  was  not  made  knoAvn  to  me.  About  1,500 
pounds  tobacco  Avas  taken  by  my  order  and  distributed  among  the 
troops  generally.  Besides  the  property  above  enumerated,  a  large 
lot  of  miscellaneous  articles,  such  as  harness,  saddles,  canteens,  tools 
for  repairing  Avar  materials,  caps,  &c.,  was  burned  in  the  building  sit¬ 
uated  in  the  square  near  the  State  House.  I  remained  in  command  of 
the  post  until  November  24,  when,  by  order  of  Major-General  Slocum, 
1  rejoined  my  brigade,  being  relieved  by  colonel  commanding  Nine¬ 
teenth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  name  not  knoAvn.  Marched  same  day 
fourteen  miles  to  near  Bluff  Greek.  November  25,  marched  to  Hebron ; 
on  this  march  the  command  was  delayed  six  hours  by  the  burning  of 
the  bridge  over  Buffalo  Creek  by  the  enemy;  whole  distance  marched, 
nine  miles.  November  26,  marched  to  Tennille  Station,  on  the  SaA^an- 
nah  and  Macon  Bailroad,  via  Sandeisville,  the  advance  of  the  brigade 
skirmishing  slightly  with  the  enemy.  Although  my  regiment  advanced 
in  line  of  battle  for  several  miles,  the  enemy  retreated  so  rapidly  before 
the  advance  guard  that  my  regiment  did  not  come  up  with  him.  At 
Tennille  my  regiment  Avas  placed  directly  on  the  railroad  Avithout  going 
into  camp  and  destroyed  the  road  until  dark;  amount  destroyed,  say 
half  a  mile.  November  27,  marched  twelve  miles  to  Davisborough. 
NoA^ember  28,  commenced  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Marched  thirteen  miles,  passing  through  Key  West,  and  Avent 
into  camp  at  Spiers  Station.  November  29,  marched  eight  miles, 
destroying  railroad  track,  goinginto  camp  near  Bostwick.  On  this  day’s 
march  my  regiment  destroyed  at  least  two  miles  of  track,  besides  burning 
a  large  lumber  and  timber  yard,  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  track, 
and  extending  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  This  yard  contained  the  worked  tim¬ 
ber  for  four  complete  railroad  bridges,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  sawed 
ties  and  boards.  The  AA^hole  lot  is  variously  estimated  at  from  1,0()(),0()6 
to  5,000,000  feet;  I  think  3,000,000  feet  a  fair  estimate.  November  30, 
marched  eight  miles,  crossing  the  Ogeechee  Iliver,  and  Avent  into  camp 
three  miles  beyond. 

December  1,  marched  ten  miles,  crossing  Dry  Creek,  goinginto  camp 
at  an  early  hour.  December  2,  marched  fifteen  miles  and  AA^ent  into 
camp  near  Jones’  Mill  Greek.  December  3,  marched  fourteen  miles, 
crossing  the  Milieu  and  Augusta  Bailroad.  December  4,  marched  tAvelve 
miles,  and  went  into  cami)  near  Hunter’s  Mills.  December  5,  marched 
three  miles  and  Avent  into  camx).  December  6,  marched  ten  miles 
toAA  aid  Springfield.  December  7,  marched  eleven  miles,  and  went  into 
cam})  one  mile  southeast  of  Simnglield.  December  8,  marched  ten 
miles,  and  Avent  into  camp.  December  9,  changed  the  direction  of  our 
march,  and  took  the  direct  Savannah  road.  After  marching  about  four 
miles  the  enemy  Avere  Ibund,  strongly  intrenched  and  occupying  tAvo 
small  forts  directly  in  our  front,  entirely  covering  the  road  over  Avliich 
we  had  to  x)ass.  At  this  ])oint  the  l^irst  Division,  being  in  the  advance, 
Avas  halted  and  formed  for  the  attack  in  the  folio Aving  order :  Second 
Brigade,  Gol.  E.  A.  Garman,  on  the  right;  First  Brigade,  Golonel  Sel¬ 
fridge,  in  the  center;  Third  Brigade,  Golonel  Bobinson,  on  the  left. 
The  Second  Brigade,  in  order  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  if  i)ossible, 
made  a  detour  to  the  right,  moving  by  tlie  flank  a  distance  of  one  mile, 
gaining  aimsition  in  a  rice  SAvamp,  through  Avhich  the  rear  of  the  forts 
could  be  reached.  My  regiment,  with  the  Second  Massachusetts 
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Infantry  on  its  riglit,  was  formed  in  line  oi  battle  in  the  rice  swamp; 
tlie  balance  of  the  brigade  was  formed  on  the  left,  in  the  woods. 
An  advance  was  then  made,  in  the  above  order,  for  nearly  one  mile, 
when  the  skirmish  line  became  engaged,  and  the  brigade  was  halted. 
I  remained  in  this  position  without  orders  to  advance  until  the  enemy, 
being  hard  ))ressed  by  the  Third  Brigade,  who  had  gained  the  right 
Hank  of  his  position,  began  to  retreat.  1  then  moved  on  rapidly  without 
orders,  but  the  swamp  was  so  deep,  and  the  enemy  having  a  good  road 
at  his  command,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  overtake  him.  After  fol¬ 
lowing  him  a  distance  of  two  miles,  I  returned,  by  your  order,  and  went 
into  camp  near  the  enemy’s  deserted  works.  The  only  casualty  on  this 
day  was  one  officer,  Captain  Buck,  wounded.  Three  of  the  enemy  were 
captured  by  my  skirmish  line.  Distance  marched  this  day,  six  miles. 
December  10,  marched  at  daylight;  reached  the  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Kailroad;  halted  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  road.  The  march 
was  resumed  until  the  enemy’s  works  were  reached  in  front  of  Savannah, 
when  1  took  up  a  position  with  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  enemy’s  outer  line  of  works.  Distance 
marched  this  day,  ten  miles.  December  11,  at  3  o’clock,  by  your  order, 
I  reported  to  brigadier-general  commanding  corps,  from  whom  I 
received  instructions  to  take  my  command  to  Argyle  Island,  in  the 
Savannah  Kiver,  secure  the  rice  and  other  public  property  there,  and 
to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  South  Carolina  shore.  I  succeeded  in 
crossing  two  companies  that  night.  December  B5,  crossed  the  balance 
of  my  command  this  morning.  While  crossing  I  discovered  three  rebel 
steamers  coming  down  the  river.  Two  of  them  proved  to  be  gun  boats 
by  almost  immediately  becoming  engaged  with  our  battery  on  shore. 
1  immediately  deployed  two  companies  to  intercept  them  if  possible,  and 
pick  off  their  gunners.  Before  the  skirmishers  could  reach  a  position 
where  their  fire  could  be  effective,  the  two  gun-boats  had  retreated, 
making  their  escape  up  the  river.  While  changing  their  positions  the 
two  gun-boats  had  both  run  into  the  third  vessel — which  afterward 
proved  to  be  the  armed  tender  Kesolute — which  had  so  disabled  her 
that  her  wheels  could  not  revolve.  When  my  troops  came  up  to  her, 
tlie  officers  and  crew  had  lowered  the  small  boats  and  were  busily 
engaged  in  getting  in  their  baggage  and  other  personal  pro])erty,  and 
would  have  succeeded  in  making  their  escape  in  a  few  minutes  more. 
After  one  volley  from  my  men,  resulting  in  the  wounding  of  the  exec¬ 
utive  officer  of  the  boat,  the  vessel  was  surrendered,  immediately 
boarded  by  my  troops,  and  brought  to  the  Georgia  sliore.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  list  of  the  arms  and  supplies  found  on  board,  Avhich,  with  the 
boat,  were  turned  over  to  Captain  Wliittelsey,  cor[)S  quartermaster, 
by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding  corps:  10  short 
Whitney  rifled  muskets,  saber  bayonets,  accouterments  complete;  10 
Wliitney  rifled  muskets  with  bayonets,  and  accouterments;  5  barrels 
flour;  0  barrels  beef;  one-half  barrel  molasses;  one-half  barrel  vinegar; 
one-half  barrel  rice;  G  bags  coffee;  3  boxes  bread;  1  box  candles;  500 
pounds  bacon.  The  ])risoners,  except  the  wounded  officer  who  was 
left  on  board  in  care  of  the  sui-geon  of  the  boat,  consisting  of  5  officers 
and  10  men,  were  turned  over  to  IMaj.  W.  Parks,  provost- marshal  of 
corps,  by  order  of  brigadier-general  (*ommanding  corps.  December  13 
and  14,  the  entire  time  was  occupied  in  collecting  boats,  reconnoitering 
the  island,  and  securing  the  rice  and  such  other  property  as  could  be 
found,  of  which  the  following  is  a  i)artial  list:  5  large  barge  loads  of  rice  in 
sheaf;  IJGO  bushels  threshed  rice;  0  barrels  sirup;  14  mules  and  2  liorses. 
The  mules,  horses,  and  sheaf  rice  were  turned  over  to  corps  quartermas¬ 
ter  and  the  balance  of  the  stores  were  used  in  subsisting  the  negroes, 
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and  otlierwise  disposed  of  by  the  corps  quartermaster.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  about  2,000  busliels  of  rice  was  threshed  and  left  in  the  mill  on  the 
island.  December  15,  in  compliance  with  previous  orders  from  brigadier- 
general  commanding  cori)S,  I  crossed  five  companies  of  my  regiment  to 
the  South  Carolina  shore,  driving  the  enemy  from  the  plantation  known 
as  Izard’s,  and  made  a  reconnaissance  in  the  country  for  about  two  miles, 
gaining  much  valuable  information  respecting  the  country  and  roads. 
After  a  stay  of  about  one  hour  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  in 
my  front  in  strong  force.  Being  entirely  isolated  from  the  balance  of 
the  army,  with  limited  means  of  transportation,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to 
withdraw  my  small  force  and  return  to  the  island.  This  I  accomplished 
successfully,  although  vigorously  i)ressed  by  the  enemy.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  reported  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding  corps,  and  applied 
for  a  force  sufiicient  to  enable  me  to  recross  to  the  South  Carolina  shore 
in  safety,  and  to  occupy  the  plantation,  if  thought  necessary  or  desir¬ 
able.  The  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry  was  sent  me,  but  before  I 
could  effect  a  recrossing  the  boats  were  ordered  to  the  Georgia  shore 
to  transport  your  entire  brigade  to  the  island  and  South  Carolina  shore. 
The  arrival  of  the  balance  of  the  brigade  Avith  the  colonel  commanding 
relieved  me  of  the  command  and  responsibility  of  the  expedition. 
December  19,  I  recrossed  my  regiment  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade, 
under  the  orders  of  the  colonel  commanding,  to  the  South  Carolina 
shore  and  occupied  my  original  position.  December  20,  skirmished 
all  day  with  the  enemy.  December  21,  the  brigade  recrossed  to  the 
island,  my  regiment  guarding  the  rear;  the  enemy  jAressed  my  regi¬ 
ment  hard  at  times,  but  Ave  finally  succeeded  in  gaining  the  island,  late 
at  night,  Avithout  loss.  December  22,  crossed  from  tlie  island  to  the 
main  Georgia  shore,  marched  seven  miles,  and  Avent  into  camp  in  my 
present  position. 

My  casualties  in  this  expedition  were  1  man  killed  and  3  wounded. 
The  total  number  of  casualties  during  the  campaign  are  as  follows: 
Killed,  1  man;  wounded,  1  officer  and  3  men. 

I  beg  leave  to  report,  in  conclusion,  that  so  excellent  have  been  the 
arrangements  adopted  by  the  colonel  commanding  brigade  for  foraging, 
and  so  ample  the  facilities  given  the  men  while  on  the  road  to  gather 
potatoes,  turnips,  and  other  vegetables  at  the  resting  places,  that  I 
have  experienced  no'difficulty  during  the  entire  march  in  subsisting 
my  men  and  animals  on  the  country,  obtaining  all  that  Avas  needed, 
excepting  coffee  and  sugar. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  report  that  on  the  inarch  tAvelve  bales  of  cotton 
Avere  discovered,  Avhich  had  been  secreted  in  the  Avoods,  and  Avere  burned 
by  my  orders. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  HAWLEY, 

Colonel  Third  Regiment  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Capt.  J.  li.  Lindsay, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..  2d  Urig.^  1st  J>ir.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infty., 

Rear  iSavajinah,  Ga.^  .December  J2,  1864. 
Colonel;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the  ('.  S.  steamer 
Kesolute: 

At  7.30  o’clock  this  morning  I  received  information  that  two  rebel 
gun-boats,  with  their  tender,  the  Resolute,  a\  ere  steaming  doAvn  the 


[Chap.  LVl. 


252  OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 

river.  I  had  previously  crossed  over  to  the  island  with  four  companies 
of  my  command,  and  immediately  on  hearing  the  firing  between  the 
boats  and  the  battery  on  shore,  deployed  two  companies  for  the  purpose 
of  intercepting  the  boats  and  picking  off  the  gunners..  Before  we 
reached  the  bank,  however,  the  gun-boats  had  made  their  escape.  On 
reaching  the  bank  I  found  the  Kesolute  aground  on  the  island  and  in  a 
disabled  condition,  caused  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  gun-boats, 
both  of  which  struck  her  while  changing  position.  The  captain  of  the 
K-esolute  was  making  every  effort  to  escape  with  the  small  boats,  and 
would  have  succeeded  had  we  been,  fifteen  minutes  later.  I  called  out 
for  them  to  surrender,  when  the  captain  surrendered  the  boat  and  all 
on  board  as  prisoners  of  war.  •  I  put  the  two  companies  on  board,  and 
used  every  means  to  bring  her  to  the  landing.  On  making  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  boat  I  found  that  she  had  received  two  shots  from  Bat¬ 
tery  I,  First  Kew  York  Artillery,  resulting  in  no  material  injury,  one 
having  passed  through  the  wheel-house  and  the  other  through  the  mess 
room.  I  also  found  a  quantity  of  stores  and  small-arms,  an  inventory 
ot  which  will  be  forAvarded  witli  this  report.  I  examined  the  baggage 
belonging  to  the  prisoners,  and  allowed  them  to  retain  all  that  was  of 
a  private  nature.  The  executive  ofiicer  of  the  boat  was  wounded  by 
my  command  before  the  surrender,  and  was  left  in  charge  of  the  sur¬ 
geon  on  board. 

On  receiving  your  order  I  turned  over  the  boat,  with  all  its  stores,  to 
Captain  Whittelsey,  assistant  quartermaster  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
and  the  prisoners,  consisting  of  5  officers  and  19  men,  to  Maj.  W.  Parks, 
provost-marshal  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 

Inventory  of  stores  and  arms  captured  on  board  the  C.  S.  steamer 
Resolute  December  12,  1864,  by  Col.  William  Hawley,  commanding 
Third  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry:  5  barrels  flour,  6  barrels 
beef,  half  a  barrel  molasses,  half  a  barrel  vinegar,  half  a  barrel  rice,  6 
bags  coffee,  3  boxes  bread,  1  box  candles,  500  pounds  bacon,  10  short 
Whitney  rifled  muskets,  Avith  saber  bayonets  and  accouterments  com¬ 
plete,  and  10  Whitney  rifled  muskets,  Avith  bayonets  and  accouter¬ 
ments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HAWLEY, 

Colonel  Third  Regiment  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 


No.  91. 

Report  of  Col.  James  S.  Rohmson,  Eighty -second  Ohio  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Taa^entieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  28,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :* 

On  the  loth  [NoAmmber],  at  7  a.  m.,  my  brigade  filed  out  of  its  en- 
canqAments  and  made  its  final  exit  from  the  city  of  Atlanta.  Behind 
us  all  means  of  communication  and  supifiy  had  been  utterly  destroyed, 
and  the  toAvn  itself  Avas  a  blazing  ruin,  abandoned  alike  by  citizens  and 

*For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see  Vol. 
XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  G59. 
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soldiers  to  the  harsh  fortunes  of  war.  Before  us  lay  a  vast  stretch  of 
country,  coutaiiiiug  no  organized  army,  yet  thoroughly  infested  with 
enemies  clear  to  its  natural  boundary,  the  ocean.  There  was  nothing 
left  for  us  to  rely  upon  but  ourselves,  our  leader,  and  the  God  of  battles. 
Moving  out  on  the  Decatur  road,  my  brigade  passed  the  village  of  De¬ 
catur  at  2  p.  m.  Our  first  day’s  march  terminated  near  Stone  Mountain, 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Atlanta.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  I 
was  directed  by  General  Jackson,  commanding  division,  to  take  my  bri¬ 
gade  and  commence  destrojdng  the  Georgia  i-ailroad  at  a  point  about 
lialf  a  mile  beyond  my  encampment.  Extending  my  brigade. along  the 
track,  I  succeeded  in  thoroughly  destroying  about  two  miles  of  it  by  lO 
a.  m.  After  this  was  accomplished,  having  been  assigned  as  rear  guard 
of  the  corps,  my  command  awaited  the  passage  of  the  troops  and 
trains.  This  was  not  completed  until  5  p.  m.,at  Avhich  hour  my  brigade 
marched  from  Stone  Mountain.  My  column  crossed  Stone  Slountain 
Creek  at  10  and  Yellow  Elver  at  11.30  p.  m.  It  encamped  on  the  left 
bank  of  Yellow  Elver,  near  Eock  Bridge  Post-Ofiice,  about  midnight, 
Laving  marched  about  seven  miles.  My  brigade,  still  the  rear  guard 
of  the  corps,  marched  from  its  camp  near  Eock  Bridge  at  noon  on  the 
17th.  It  crossed  No  Business  Creek  at  1,  Big  Haynes  Creek  at  5,  and 
Little  Haynes  Creek,  at  Summers’  Mills,  at  7  p.  m.  Aly  column  was 
greatly  detained  by  the  trains,  which  moved  very  slowly,  owing  to  the 
heavy  loads  carried  in  the  wagons  and  the  difficult  places  in  the  road. 
My  command  did  not  get  into  camp  until  one  hour  after  midnight,  when 
it  reached  a  point  near  Elat  Creek.  The  distance  marched  on  this  day 
was  about  thirteen  miles.  My  brigade  marched,  following  the  Second 
Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  and  charged  with  the  protection  of  about 
100  wagons,  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  18th  5  it  passed  Alcovy  Mountain  at  11, 
and  crossed  Alcovy  or  Ulcofauhachee  Eiver  at  11.30  a.  m.  At  1.30 
m.  it  reached  Social  Circle,  on  the  Georgia  railroad.  Here  it  emerged 
into  a  fine,  level,  oi^en  country  with  a  good  road  which  enabled  us  to 
move  along  briskly.  At  8  x).  m.  my  command  x^assed  through  Eutledge 
Station,  and  at  10  x).  m.  encamx^ed  five  miles  west  of  Madison. 

My  brigade  marched  at  7.45  a.  m.  on  the  ensuing  morning,  November 
19,  leading  the  division  and  corx'>s,  and  unencumbered  with  wagons. 
At  10  a.  m.  it  x)assed  through  the  village  of  Madison  and  marched  in  a 
southward  course  on  the  Eatonton  road.  At  12  m.  it  encamx^ed  three 
miles  south  of  Madison.  The  aggregate  distance  marched  on  this  and 
the  precieding  day  was  about  twenty-five  miles.  On  the  20th  my  com¬ 
mand  resumed  its  march  at  7.15  a.  m.  It  moved  in  rear  of  the  division 
and  was  cliarged  with  the  x^rotection  of  about  300  wagons,  including 
the  x^ontoon  and  a  large  x^oition  of  the  Second  Division  train.  Con¬ 
siderable  rain  had  fallen,  whicli  rendered  the  road  heavy  and  retarded 
tlie  movement  of  the  column.  It  crossed  Sugar  Creek  at  11.30  a.  m.,  and 
Clark’s  Fork  at  1  ]).  m.  The  country  now  being  traversed  was  (piite  fer¬ 
tile,  and  afforded  an  abundance  of  all  kinds  of  sux)plies.  A  considerable 
number  of  fine  horses  and  mules  were  also  brought  in.  By  this  means 
the  ti  ansx)ortation  of  my  brigade  was  greatly  im])roved.  At  7  x).  10.  my 
command  reacdied  a  i)oint  about  four  miles  and  a  half  from  Eatonton  and 
encamped.  The  distance  marched  this  day  was  about  twelve  miles.  On 
the  21st  the  morning  dawned  dark  and  lowering,  with  occasional  gusts  of 
rain.  My  brigade  was  again  assigned  to  duty  as  rear  guard  of  the  corx)S. 
A  battery  of  artillery  accomi)anied  my  command,  which  was  unencum¬ 
bered  with  wagons.  Our  march  commenced  at  11  a.  m.  At  1  p.  m., 
the  column  being  temimrarily  delayed  by  the  breaking  of  a  tongue  in 
an  artillery  carriage,  the  rebel  cavalry  api)eared  in  our  rear  and  made 
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a  sliglit  deinoiistratioD.  It  was  driven  off  precipitately  by  the  Sixty- 
first  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  which  constituted  my  rear  guard.  At  4 
p.  m.  my  command  marched  through  the  village  of  Eatonton.  At  9 
p.  m.,  the  column  having  been  tediously  delayed,  I  discovered,  upon 
investigation,  that  about  sixty  wagons  had  become  almost  hopelessly 
stalled  in  a  sort  of  quagmire.  My  troops  were  at  once  put  to  work 
lightening  out  these  wagons  and  were  thus  employed  for  about  two  hours, 
wlien  the  march  was  resumed.  brigade  encamped  six  miles  from 
Eatonton  at  midnight,  having  marched  ten  miles  and  a  half.  At  7.15 
a.  m.  on  the  22d  my  march  was  continued.  My  command  moved  in 
the  rear  of  the  division  and  was  charged  with  the  protection  of  about 
400  wagons.  The  weather  had  now  cleared  up,  but  the  column  still 
moved  sloAvly.  My  brigade  did  not  cross  Little  Eiver  until  12.50  j).  m. 
From  that  point  the  march  was  resumed  again  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  direct 
road  to  Milledgeville.  My  brigade  marched  into  Milledgeville  at  7.30 
p.  m.  Passing  through  the  town,  and  crossing  the  Oconee  Eiver  on  a 
wooden  bridge,  it  encamped  on  the  left  bank  at  9  p.  m.,  having  marched 
seventeen  miles.  On  the  23d  my  brigade  remained  in  camp  near  the 
Oconee  bridge.  This  day’s  rest  enabled  the  foraging  parties  to  collect 
a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  and  a  number  of  horses  and  mules. 

At  0  a.  m.  on  the  24th  my  brigade  resumed  its  march,  leading  the 
division  and  corps.  Being  charged  with  the  duty  of  advance  guard  it 
was  unencumbered  by  the  trains.  Our  line  of  march  pursued  the  Oco¬ 
nee  through  a  sparsely  settled,  broken,  pine^^  country.  My  column 
crossed  Beaver  Dam  at  11  a.  m.,  and  at  12.15  p.  m.  crossed  Town  Creek. 
At  3  p.  m.  my  brigade  crossed  Gum  Creek  and  at  4.30  p.  m.  encamped 
on  the  ridge  beyond.  The  distance  marched  on  this  day  Avas  about 
fffteen  miles.  On  the  25th,  at  0  a.  m.,  my  brigade  continued  its  march, 
again  being  the  A^anguard  of  the  division  and  corps.  Bluff*  Creek  Avas 
passed  at  7,  and  the  column  reached  Hebron  Post-Office  at  8  and  Buff'alo 
Creek  at  9  a.  in.  Over  Buff'alo  Creek,  a  Avide,  swamiiy  stream,  Avas  a 
series  of  bridges,  nine  in  number,  all  of  which  had  been  destroyed  by 
the  enemy.  According  to  directions,  I  detailed  a  regiment,  the  One 
hundred  and  first  Illinois  Volunteers,  to  assist  in  their  reconstruction. 
Wliile  this  AAmrk  Avas  going  on,  the  rebel  cavalry  made  a  demonstration 
on  the  pickets  on  the  left  bank  of  the  stream.  At  the  instance  of  the 
general  commanding  division,  I  at  once  dispatched  five  companies  of 
the  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  Volunteers  to  re-enforce  tlie  picket- 
line.  The  enemy  at  once  AvithdreAV,  and  the  bridges  Avere  completed 
Avithout  further  annoyance.  The  remainder  of  my  brigade  crossed  Buf¬ 
falo  Creek  at  3.30  p.  m.,  and  the  entire  command,  excepting  the  five 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  Volunteers  left  to  coaw 
a  side  road,  x>ursued  its  march  toAvard  Sandersville.  Having  ascended 
a  plateau  three  miles  from  the  creek  lively  skirmishing  Avas  OA  eiiieard 
toAvard  the  front,  which  proA^ed  to  be  the  caA^alry  advance  engaging  the 
rebel  forces  under  Wheeler.  As  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  charging 
down  the  road  I  Avas  directed  by  the  general  commanding  division  to 
throAV  my  command  immediately  forward  into  line,  extending  across 
and  covering  the  road.  My  troops  came  up  promptly  on  the  double- 
(piick,  and  AA^ere  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  adA'ancing  in  a  steady 
line  of  battle.  Contem])oraneously  Avith  this  movement  a  line  of  skir¬ 
mishers,  consisting  of  tAA  O  com])anies  from  the  Thirty-first  Wiscoiusin 
Volunteers  and  tAA^o  from  the  Eighty-second  Oliio  Veteran  Volunteers, 
had  been  throAA  n  foi  Avard,  coA^ering  the  front  of  the  brigade.  My  line 
of  battle  had  not  advanced  but  a  short  distance  Avhen,  it  not  being 
deemed  necessary  to  push  it  any  farther,  it  Avas,  by  direction  of  the 
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general  commanding  division,  halted  and  the  troops  put  in  camp.  My 
skirmish  line,  however,  under  direction  of  two  officers  of  my  staff,  Capt. 
A.  E.  Lee,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Capt.  Cyrus  Hear- 
rick,  acting  aide-de-camp,  steadily  advanced,  and  without  hesitation 
ami  without  loss  drove  the  enemy  from  a  commanding  position  from 
which  he  had  charged  our  cavalry  half  an  hour  previously.  N^ot  con¬ 
tent  with  this  my  skirmish  line  pursued  the 'enemy  and  drove  him 
through  woods  and  open  fields  one  mile  farther,  when  it  Avas,  by  my 
order,  halted  and  withdrawn. 

On  the  ensuing  day,  the  26th,  my  brigade  resumed  the  march  at  6.15 
a.  ni.,  folloAving  the  Second  Brigade,  Avhich  Avas  in  advance  of  the  divis¬ 
ion  and  corps.  This  brigade  at  7  a.  m.  commenced  skirmishing  Avith 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  the  point  Avhere  it  had  been  left  by  my  skir¬ 
mishers  on  the  evening  previous.  Soon  afterward  a  detachment  of 
rebels  having  been  discoA^ered  observing  our  movements  on  a  side  road 
leading  to  our  right,  I  was  directed  to  send  a  regiment  to  drive  them 
off.  I  immediately  dispatched  the  One  hundred"  and  first  Illinois  Vol¬ 
unteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Le  Sage.  This  regiment  charged  the  enemy 
and  drove  him  precipitately  to  the  A^oods,  capturing  one  prisoner,  and 
discovering  about  100  bales  of  cotton,  which  a\  ere  burned,  including  the 
cotton  gin.  The  regiment  then  rejoined  the  brigade,  Avhich  had  by  this 
time  resumed  its  march  toward  Sandersville.  My  column  reached  that 
village  Avithout  any  further  opposition  at  11  a.  m.  Here  the  trains  being 
left  in  charge  of  the  Third  Division,  the  troops  of  the  First  Division,  in¬ 
cluding  my  brigade,  marched  unencumbered  toAvard  the  Georgia  Central 
Kailroad,  three  miles  distant.  My  command  struck  the  road  at  Ten- 
nille  Station  at  3.30  p.  m.  and  immediately  began  the  destruction  of  the 
track.  About  one  mile  was  thoroughly  destroyed  by  my  brigade  by 
sundown.  My  troops  were  then  encamped  near  the  station.  The  entire 
distance  marched  on  this  day  was  nine  miles.  On  the  27th  my  brigade 
marched  in  the  center  of  the  division  at  7  a.  m.  The  route  from  Teii- 
nille  pursued  a  secluded,  untraveled  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  rail¬ 
road.  The  troops  being  unencumbered,  marched  rapidly  and  made 
Jackson’s  Church  by  11  a.  m.  At  4.30  p.  m.  my  command  crossed  Will¬ 
iamson’s  SAA^amp  Creek  and  arrived  at  Davisborough.  Here  the  troops 
A\'ere  encamped  for  the  night,  having  marched  about  seventeen  miles. 
At  daylight  the  next  morning,  November  28,  my  brigade  marched 
doAA  n  the  railroad  track  three  miles  and  commenced  its  destruction. 
Inasmuch  as  the  track  bed  for  the  most  part  ran  through  a  difficult 
swamp  much  of  it  AAms  composed  of  trestle- Avork  and  bridges,  all  of 
A\  Inch  Avere  effectually  destroyed.  When  the  track  was  laid  upon  a 
road  bed  the  rail  upon  one  side,  Avith  the  stringer  attached,  was  unfas¬ 
tened  by  means  of  levers  and  lifted  over  against  the  rail  on  the  other 
«ide.  llails  and  dry  wood  were  then  piled  on  top  and  the  Avhole  set  on 
hre.  The  heat  would  soon  spring  the  rails,  still  attached  to  the  wooden 
«tringers,  into  a  variety  of  contortions,  and  the  Avork  of  destruction  Avas 
completed.  Thus  my  brigade,  in  connection  Avith  the  other  brigades  of 
le  diAision  and  alternating  with  them,  jiroceeded  doAvn  tlie  track, 
destroying  mile  after  mile.  At  night-fall  my  command  reached  8piers 
lurnout,  mid  there  encamped,  having  marched  eleven  miles  and 
destroyed  four  miles  of  track  during  the  day. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  29th  my  brigade  returned  about  two  miles  up  the 
track  and  completed  its  destruction  down  as  far  as  S])iers.  The  station 
louse  and  other  railroad  fixtures  Avere  then  burned  or  otherAvise  effect¬ 
ually  destinyed.  At  11  a.  m.  my  command  marched  singly  on  the 
wagon  road  Irom  Spiers.  The  (!orps  and  division  headquarters  trains 
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were  placed  in  its  charge,  but  it  was  otherwise  unencumbered.  My 
column  crossed  Great  Coat  Creek  at  12.30,  and  arrived  at  Bethany 
at  i.30  p.  m.  At  3.30  p.  m.  it  crossed  Boggy  Girt  Creek,  and  at  night¬ 
fall  encamped  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  Ogeechee  Kiver.  By  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  general  commanding  division,  I  sent  forward  a  regiment  (the 
Eighty-second  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers)  with  orders  to  proceed  as  far 
as  the  Ogeechee,  and  there  encamp  for  the  night,  picketing  well  the 
bank  of  the  river.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  regiment  sent  for¬ 
ward  to  the  river  was  Avithdrawn  and  rejoined  the  brigade,  which 
marched  up  the  right  bank  at  8.30  a.  m.  At  1  p.  m.  the  column  crossed 
Mill  Creek  and  halted  for  dinner  on  Blake’s  plantation.  At  4.30  p.  m. 
my  command  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Kiver,  at  a  point  two  miles  below 
Louisville.  The  bridge  here  had  been  ineffectually  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  and  was  repaired  by  my  pioneer  corps.  My  brigade  pushed 
forward  and  encamped  two  miles  beyond  the  river  at  nightfall.  It 
marched  on  this  day  about  fifteen  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  December  1  the  march  was  resumed  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Birdville.  My  brigade  moved  in  the  center  of  the  division  and 
in  charge  of  tlie  division  train.  However,  it  did  not  leave  its  encamp¬ 
ment  near  Louisville  until  noon.  During  the  afternoon  it  crossed  Big, 
Dry,  Spring,  and  Bark  Camp  Creeks,  all  small,  swampy  streams  of  clear 
water.  The  march  was  very  much  retarded  by  the  boggy  places  in 
the  road.  My  command  did  not  get  into  camp  until  half  an  hour  after 
midnight, when  it  reached  a  point  about  four  miles  from  Birdville,  having 
marched  thirteen  miles.  On  the  2d  my  brigade  resumed  its  march  at 
9.45  a.  m.,  leading  its  division  and  following  the  Second  Division,  which 
was  in  advance.  At  noon  it  reached  Birdville,  and  at  8  p.  m.  crossed 
Buck  Head  Creek  at  Buck  Head  Church,  and  there  encamped.  The  dis¬ 
tance  marched  on  this  day  was  about  fifteen  miles.  Shortly  after  pass¬ 
ing  Birdville,  having  received  reliable  information  that  a  planter 
named  Bullard,  living  in  that  neighborhood,  had  made  himself  conspic¬ 
uous  for  his  zeal  in  recapturing  and  securing  prisoners  from  our  army 
escaped  from  the  rebel  authorities,  I  dispatched  an  officer  with  author¬ 
ity  to  destroy  his  outbuildings  and  cotton.  He  accordingly  set  fire  to 
the  corn  cribs,  cotton  gin,  cotton  presses,  and  a  warehouse  containing 
$50,000  worth  of  cotton.  These  were  all  consumed,  and  the  owner 
admonished  that  a  repetition  of  his  offense  would  bring  a  similar  fate 
upon  his  dAvelling  at  the  next  visitation  of  our  army.  On  the  3d  my 
brigade  marched  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Sylvania  road ;  my  command  occu¬ 
pied  the  center  of  the  division,  and  was  unencumbered  Avith  wagons. 
My  brigade  crossed  fhe  Augusta  branch  of  the  Central  railroad  at  noon. 
The  Michigan  Engineers  having  been  charged  Avith  the  destruction  of 
this  road,  my  command  pressed  forward  and  encamped  near  Horse 
Creek  at  4.45  j).  m.  The  distance  marched  on  this  day  was  about  fif¬ 
teen  miles.  On  the  4th  my  brigade,  having  in  charge  the  entire  divis¬ 
ion  train,  the  pontoon  trains,  the  corps  supply  train,  and  the  artillery 
ammunition  train,  marched  at  9  a.  m.  The  column  crossed  a  number 
of  small,  SAvampy  streams,  and  passed  through  a  sterile,  sandy  country, 
bountifully  timbered  Avith  groves  of  pine.  At  12.30  p.  m.  it  crossed 
Little  Horse  Creek,  and  at  5  p.  m.  Little  Ogeechee  Creek.  At  0  p.  m. 
my  troops  encamped  one  mile  beyond  the  Little  Ogeechee,  having 
marched  thirteen  miles.  On  the  5th  the  First  Division,  which  had  pre¬ 
viously  been  in  advance,  dropped  to  the  rear,  alloAving  the  other  tAvo 
divisions  to  go  ahead;  tliis  consumed  most  of  the  day.  My  brigade 
marched  at  5  ]).  m. ;  tlie  road  was  yevy  slougliy,  greatly  detaining  the 
trains.  The  column  advanced  only  about  three  miles  and  a  half,  Avhen 
it  encamped  at  10.30  p.  m. 
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On  the  6th  my  brigade,  \N'ith  a  battery  of  artilleiy,  was  detailed  as  a 
rear  guard  for  the  corps.  It  marched  at  9.30  a.  m.,  unencumbered  with 
wagons.  The  line  of  march  pursued  the  Springfield  road  through  a 
moderately  fertile  country.  My  foraging  parties,  which  were  now  kept 
out  daily,  were  enabled  to  obtain  a  considerable  quantity  of  sweet 
potatoes  and  fresh  meat.  Ample  suxjplies  of  forage  were  also  obtained 
along  the  road.  My  command  marched  on  this  day  about  twelve  miles, 
and  encamped  at  a  point  about  six  miles  from  the  Ogeechee  River,  six 
from  the  Savannah,  and  sixteen  from  Springfield.  On  the  7th  our 
march  was  resumed  at  8  a.  m.  My  brigade  had  charge  of  about  300 
wagons,  consisting  of  the  division  and  the  cavalry  trains.  The  road 
soon  entered  the  Cowpens  Branch  Swami),  a  low,  fiat,  boggy  surface, 
about  three  miles  in  width.  The  wagons  easily  cut  through  the  surface 
and  many  of  them  became  completely  mired.  In  the  meantime  a  drizzling 
rain  set  in,  which  had  no  tendency  to  improve  the  roads.  In  many 
instances  the  animals  had  to  be  entirely  removed  from  the  wagons  and 
the  vehicles  drawn  out  of  the  slough  by  the  troox)S.  By  1.30  p.  m.  the 
trains  were  all  gotten  safely  through  the  swamp  and  the  column  moved 
slowly  on.  At  8  p.  m.  it  reached  Turkey  Creek  and  Swami),  and  at  10 
p.  m.  encamped  on^  mile  above  Springfield.  The  distance  marched  on 
tliis  day  was  fifteen  miles.  At  8  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  my 
brigade  crossed  Jack’s  Creek  and  arrived  at  Springfield.  My  com¬ 
mand  was  now  unencumbered  and  marched  in  advance  of  the  division, 
following  the  Second  Division.  Our  c.ourse  followed  the  Monteith  road 
about  nine  miles,  then  turned  to  the  right  and  pursued  a  southwesterly 
direction  for  a  distance  of  six  miles,  which  brought  us  to  our  encamp¬ 
ment,  having  marched  in  the  aggregate  fifteen  miles. 

The  march  was  resumed  at  8.30  a.  m.  on  the  9th .  My  brigade  followed 
the  Second,  the  First  being  in  the  advance.  At  10  a.  m.  the  column 
struck  the  main  road  leading  to  Savannah.  Cannonading  and  musketry 
were  now  occasionally  heard  in  the  advance.  It  began  to  be  evident 
that  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  had  gathered  in  our  front  and 
meant  to  oppose  our  onward  march  to  Savannah.  At  3  p.  m.  my  bri¬ 
gade  reached  Monteith  Swamp,  where  the  First  and  Second  Brigades 
liad  already  encountered  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy.  The  rebel 
forces  were  so  disposed  as  to  com])letely  command  the  only  practicable 
l)assage  of  the  swamp,  which  was  by  the  main  road.  Their  artillery, 
which  they  were  disposed  to  use  freely,  was  so  posted  as  to  completely 
sweep  the  road,  and  was  covered  by  earth  works.  The  advance  of  the 
First  Brigade  against  the  enemy’s  front,  together  with  that  of  the 
Second  Brigade  against  his  left  fiank,  having  failed  to  dislodge  him,  I 
was  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  division  to  send  two  regi¬ 
ments  around  the  left,  with  directions  to  push  through  the  swamp  if 
possible  and  turn  the  enemy’s  right.  I  immediately  dispatched  the 
Thirty-first  Wisconsin  and  Sixty-first  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  the 
whole  commanded  by  Colonel  West,  of  the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Vol¬ 
unteers,  to  whoju  I  gave  the  instructions  above  repeated.  Making  a  de¬ 
tour  of  about  one  mile  to  the  left  Colonel  West  formed  his  command 
in  lino  of  battle  and  plunged  into  the  almost  im])enetrable  swam]).  It 
was  found  impossible  to  get  a  horse  over  the  miry  surface,  and  ofiicers 
and  men  were  alike  com])elled  to  go  on  foot.  The  swamp,  which  was 
about  400  yards  in  width,  was  finally  passed  and  tlie  troops  emerged  into 
an  open  field  skirted  on  the  farther  side  by  timber,  in  which  tln^  enemy 
lay  concealed.  The  i)oint  at  wlii<;h  he  was  struck  was  far  in  tlie  rear 
of  his  main  position,  which  was  completely  turned,  yet  he  was  not  wholly 
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unprepared  to  meet  Colonel  West’s  forces,  upon  whom  lie  opened  lire  at 
their  first  appearance.  The  fire  was  returned  with  a  good  will,  but  only 
three  volleys  were  needed  to  complete  the  overthrow  and  effect  the  pre¬ 
cipitate  retreat  of  tlie  enemy.  Colonel  West  now  cautiously  advanced 
his  line,  fearing  an  ambush.  He  soon  discovered  that  the  rebel  forces 
were  all  gone,  and  quietly  occupied  two  fine  redoubts,  containing  eighty 
abandoned  knapsacks,  well  packed  with  clothing,  &c.  The  remainder 
of  my  brigade,  except  the  Eighty-second  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  wliich  had  been  sent  to  the  support  of  Colonel  West,  now  crossed 
the  swamp  by  the  main  road,  and  the  whole  encamped  near  the  rebel 
redoubts.  This  little  affair,  in  my  judgment,  reflects  great  credit  upon 
those  concerned  in  it,  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  skill  and  promptitude  with  which  Colonel  West  liandled  his 
troops.  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  this  affair  cost  us  one  man 
killed  and  four  wounded. 

My  brigade  marched  again  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  lOth,  in  the  center  of  the 
division,  the  Second  Brigade  leading.  The  road  was  excellent,  and 
devoid  of  all  obstructions.  My  brigade  struck  the  Charleston  and 
Savannah  Railroad  at  Monteith  Station  at  10  a.  m.,  and  soon  afterward 
commenced  destroying  the  track.  By  11.30  a.  m.‘half  a  mile  of  the 
track  was  thoroughly  destroyed  bj^  the  brigade,  and  the  column  resumed 
its  march,  now  on  the  direct  road  to  the  city  of  Savannah.  By  2.30 
p.  m.  my  command  reached  the  fifth  mile-post  from  the  city.  About 
one  mile  in  advance  of  this  the  enemy  had  already  been  encountered, 
strongly  intrenched,  with  artillery  in  ])Osition.  It  was  evident  that 
this  was  the  main  line  of  the  defenses  of  the  city.  My  brigade  immedi¬ 
ately  went  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade,  which  had 
already  formed  in  the  dense  forest  on  the  left  of  the  road.  My  left 
flank  joined  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade.  Pickets  covering  the  line 
were  at  once  thrown  forward,  but  no  demonstration  was  made  upon  the 
enemy.  My  troops  encamped  in  the  position  thus  taken.  On  the  11th 
my  command  was  thrown  forward  and  to  the  left  about  400  yards,  and 
the  troops  again  encamped  in  their  position.  At  11  p.  m.,  by  direction 
of  the  general  commanding  division,  I  detached  the  One  hundred  and 
first  and  Eighty-second  Illinois  and  Sixty-first  Ohio  VeteranVolimteers, 
the  whole  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Le  Sage,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  sent  them  to  the  rear, 
to  be  used  in  guarding  the  trains  of  the  corps.  On  the  13th  I  was 
directed  to  move  the  remainder  of  my  brigade  to  the  rear,  to  cover  the 
approaches  to  the  trains.  At  3  ]>.  m.  my  entire  command  was  posted, 
covering  the  different  roads  coming  from  the  rear.  My  line  was  about 
three  miles  in  extent,  joining  the  pickets  of  the  Twenty-second  Wis¬ 
consin  Volunteers  on  the  right,  near  the  Savannah  River,  and  those  of 
the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  on  the  left.  The  One  hundred  and  forty- 
third  Rew  York  Volunteers  was  placed  near  the  junction  of  the 
Tweedside,  the  Potter’s  plantation,  and  the  Savannah  roads.  The 
Eighty-second  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers  was  placed  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  farther  to  the  right,  on  the  Potter’s  plantation  road.  The 
One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  Volunteers  and  Sixty-first  Ohio  Veteran 
Volunteers  covered  the  Savannah  road,  near  Cherokee  Hill.  The 
Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers  covered  the  line  of  the  Charleston 
and  Savannah  Railroad.  The  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers  was 
placed  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  Cherokee  Hill,  on  a  road  leading 
in  that  direction.  The  ])ositions  thus  chosen,  excepting  those  of  the 
two  regiments  first  named,  Avere  covered  by  substantial  breast-AA^orks. 
A  section  of  artillery,  Avhich  ret)orted  to  me  on  the  14th,  Avas  posted  on 


Chap.  LVI.] 


THE  SAVANNAH  CAMPAIGN. 


259 


the  Savannah  road  and  was  covered  by  a  redoubt.  My  brigade 
remained  in  the  position  just  described  without  incident  worthy  of  note 
until  the  19th.  On  that  date,  by  permission  of  the  general  command¬ 
ing  division,  I  sent  out  a  foraging  expedition,  consisting  of  twelve 
(!ompanies  of  infantry,  two  from  each  regiment,  and  eight  wagons.  My 
instructions  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Le  Sage,  commanding  the  detach¬ 
ment,  were  to  proceed  about  four  miles  north  of  Monteith  Station, 
to  obtain  all  the  forage  and  supplies  he  could,  and  to  develop  the 
strength  and  position  of  a  hostile  force  reported  to  be  in  that 
neighborhood.  The  party  returned  at  3  p.  m.  without  having  obtained 
either  provisions  or  forage.  It  had  encountered  the  enemy’s  outx)Osts 
and  driven  them  back  to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  his  main  camp, 
cax)turing  one  x>risoner.  During  the  night  of  the  20th,  according  to 
direction,  I  detailed  a  regiment,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third  New 
York  Volunteers,  to  cross  to  Argyle  Island  and  there  go  into  position, 
covering  the  flank  of  the  Second  Brigade,  which  had  crossed  to  the 
South  Carolina  shore.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  it  was  discovered 
that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  the  city  and  defenses  of  Savannah.  The 
One  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  Volunteers  therefore  rejoined 
the  brigade  on  the  morning  of  the  22d.  On  the  23d  my  command  moved 
back  toward  the  city  and  encamped  on  McAljjin’s  plantation,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Savannah  Elver.  The  position  assigned  me  was  on 
the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  one  mile  above  the  city  of  Savan¬ 
nah.  Here  my  troox)S  erected  comfortable  quarters,  in  which  they  still 
remain. 

During  the  extraordinary  campaign  which  has  terminated,  my  com¬ 
mand  marched  over  350  miles,  completely  destroyed  9  miles  of  railroad 
track,  burned  a  station-house,  several  water-tanks,  and  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  wood  and  railroad  lumber;  burned  12  cotton-gins  and  presses, 
and  250  bales  of  cotton;  cax^tured  5  serviceable  horses,  42  serviceable 
mules,  460  head  of  cattle,  200  sheep,  500  hogs,  12  barrels  of  molasses, 
1  barrel  of  Avhisky,  50,000  pounds  of  sweet  potatoes,  10,800  pounds  of 
rice,  besides  a  vast  quantity  of  flour,  meal,  bacon,  poultry,  and  other 
Xiromiscuous  kinds  of  provisions.  The  quantity  of  forage  captured  it 
is  difficult  to  estimate,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  amounted  to  not  less 
than  130,000  x)ounds.  Excepting  the  articles  of  bread,  coffee,  and  sugar, 
my  troops  subsisted  almost  entirely  from  the  country.  The  animals 
also  were  fed  almost  exclusively  upon  what  was  obtained  from  the  same 
source. 

I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  hearty  commendation  of  the  soldierly 
behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  during  this  long  and 
arduous  campaign.  The  fatigues  and  privations  of  the  march  were 
borne  with  cheerfulness.  The  heavy  labor  of  assisting  trains,  destroy¬ 
ing  railroads,  building  bridges,  repairing  roads,  &c.,  was  xierformed 
with  alacrity,  and  when  the  voice  of  danger  summoned,  every  soldier 
sprang  to  his  post  with  enthusiasm.  The  commanders  of  my  regiments 
and  the  officers  of  my  staff  deserve  and  are  tendered  my  sincere  thanks 
for  their  ready  co-oi)eration  in  every  laudable  undertaking,  and  their 
earnest  zeal  in  carrying  out  my  orders.  But  the  soldiers  and  officers 
of  my  command  need  no  praise  from  me.  Their  own  achievements  are 
their  highest  encomium,  and  the  united  admiration  of  their  countrymen 
their  best  reward.  These  are  already  theirs,  and  neither  my  iien  nor 
voice  can  add  anything  to  tliem. 

In  conclusion  1  have  the  honor  to  add  the  following  list  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  composing  my  brigade  and  the  officers  commanding  them  during 
the  campaign :  Tliirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Col.  Francis  H.  West; 
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Eighty- second  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Cel.  David  Thomson; 
One  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
Hezekiah  Watkins;  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  Volunteers,  Lieut. 
Col.  John  B.  Le  Sage;  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers,  Maj.  F.H.  Eols- 
hausen;  Sixty-first  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  Capt.  John  Garrett. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  were  as  follows:  Capt.  A.  E.  Lee,  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general ;  Capt.  Benjamin  Reynolds,  acting  assistant 
inspector  general;  Capt.  E.  S.  Wallace,  topographical  engineer;  Capt. 
Charles  Saalmann,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt.  W.  T. 
George,  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  Surg.  H.  K.  Spooner,  surgeon- 
in-chief;  Capt.  Cyrus  Hearrick,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  Myron 
H.  Lamb,  acting  aide-de-camp  ;  Lieut.  Charles  M.  Lockwood,  acting 
assistant  provost-marshal. 

The  following  casualties  and  losses  occurred  in  my  brigade  during 
the  campaign :  One  enlisted  man  killed  in  action,  4  deserted,  1  missing 
in  action,  4  injured  in  destroying  railroad,  2  captured  while  foraging, 
making  an  aggregate  loss  of  16  [12]  enlisted  men. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  ROBINSON, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 

Lieut.  George  Robinson, 

Acting  Assistant  AdjutanCCeneral^  First  Division. 


No.  92. 

Report  of  Maj.  Ferdinand  H.  Eolshatisen,  Fighty-seco7id  Illinois  Difan- 
try,  of  operations  September  d-Deeember  23. 

Hdqrs.  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.^  December  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  report  of  operations  of 
my  regiment  since  the  entrance  of  Atlanta  up  to  tlie  present  moment. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1864,  we  did  strike  tents  at  the  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  River  and  entered  Atlanta  at  11a.  m.,  wliere  we  pitched  camp 
on  the  north  side  of  the  city,  at  the  old  inner  rebel  works,  where  we 
stopped  until  September  12,  when  we  Avere  detailed  to  take  charge  of 
the  military  Confederate  prisoners  till  October  4, 1864.  During  October 
16,  17,  18,  and  19  we  Avere  ordered  to  go  on  a  foraging  expedition  in 
charge  of  Colonel  Robinson.  On  the  same  AA^e  loaded  all  wagons  taken 
along  with  corn  and  straAA^;  also  eatables,  as  SAveet  potatoes,  pork,  and 
beef.  .Another  foraging  expedition  Ave  participated  in,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Brigadier-General  Geary,  commanding  Second  Division, 
Twentieth  Corps,  on  the  26th,  27th,  28th,  and  29th,  at  Avhich  there 
was  a  similar  result.  We  laid  up  till  we  received  (by  an  order  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman)  marching  orders. 

It  Av^as  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  November  AA'hen  we  started  on 
(as  AA^e  knoAv  noAv)  for  Savannah.  We  encamped  tliis  night  on  the  other 
side  of  Decatur,  a  little  town  on  the  Atlanta  and  Augusta  railroad, 
Avliere  Ave  arrived  at  8  ]).  m.  On  the  16th  AA^e  left  at  8  a.  ni.,  and  com¬ 
menced  to  team])  and  burn  the  railroad  until  4  p.  m.;  arriA^ed  in  camp 
at  12  p.  m.  Marched  NoA^ember  17  and  18.  On  NoA^ember  19  Ave 
passed  Madison,  and  camped  at  1  j).  m.  ^[arched  2()th,  21st,  and  22d, 
and  arrived  at  Milledgeville,  the  capital  of  Georgia,  at  9  p.  m.  Laid 
up  November  23,  and  marched  November  24,  25,  and  26,  and  destroyed 
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here  Station  No.  13  of  the  Augusta  and  Macon  Kailroad.  November 
27^  marched  to  Davisborough,  Station  No.  12.  November  28,  marched 
and  tore  np  railroad  for  ten  miles,  and  camped  at  Station  No.  11. 
November  29,  marched  and  tore  up  two  miles  of  railroad. 

^larched  from  December  1  to  8,  inclusive.  On  December  9  marched 
two  miles,  and  had  to  reconnoiter  the  surrounding  country  and  flank  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy  hovering  around  our  front;  arrived  in  camp 
at  6  p.  m.  On  the  10th  we  struck  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Eail- 
road,  destroyed  and  burned  it  up  near  the  bridge  over  the  Savannah 
Kiver,  and  encamped  four  miles  and  a  half  from  Savannah.  December 
11,  took  position,  but  were  withdrawn  again  at  10  o’clock  that  night 
to  protect  the  trains  from  the  rear.  Eemained  here  from  December  12 
to  22,  inclusive.  December  23,  we  left  this  camp  and  moved  into 
Savannah,  where  we  arrived  at  1  p.  m.  and  are  now  encamped  on  the 
west  side  of  Savannah.  Here  I  must  remark,  yet,  that  during  the  last 
campaign  our  foraging  parties  have  sui)plied  the  regiment  with  aplen- 
tiness  of  sweet  potatoes,  poultry,  fresh  and  salt  pork,  beef,  forage,  and 
other  eatables  for  men  and  animals.  We  obtained  about  ten  horses  and 
sixteen  mules,  with  which  wecomifleted  our  regimental  teams  and  turned 
over  the  rest  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  brigade.  At  the  same  time  we 
picked  uj)  eleven  negroes,  Avhich  supplied  the  places  of  oflicers’  servants 
and  company  cooks  on  the  latter  end  of  the  campaign;  so  my  com¬ 
mand  has  never  lived  any  better  since  in  service  as  while  this  tramp 
was  made.  Cotton  and  cotton  presses  were  also  destroyed  whenever 
found  and  an  order  from  a  superior  officer  was  given. 

Officers  and  enlisted  men  behaved  themselves,  and  were  as  obedient 
to  orders  as  usual. 

F.  H.  EOLSHAUSEN, 

Maj())\,  Commanding  Eighty -second  lUmois  Vohmteers. 
Col.  James  S.  Eobinson, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade^  First  Division^  Ttcentieth  Corps. 


No.  93. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  John  B.  Le  Bage^  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois 
Infantry.,  of  operations  September  2-I)ecember  23. 

Hdqrs.  101st  Eegt.  Illinois -Volunteer  Infantry, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tlie 
operations  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Eegiment  of  Illinois  Volunteers 
from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  by  the  U.  8.  forces  to  the  capture  of 
the  city  of  Savannah : 

From  the  2d  of  September,  when  Atlanta  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Union  Army,  until  the  21st  of  September,  the  regiment  which  I  have 
tlie  honor  to  command  remained  quietly  in  camp.  On  the  21st  it  was 
detailed  on  duty  in  the  fire  department,  and  remained  on  that  duty 
during  the  whole  time  that  Atlanta  was  occui)ied  by  our  forces. 

On  the  loth  of  October  the  regiment  went  with  tiie  brigade  on  a  for¬ 
aging  expedition  to  Flat  Shoals,  on  which  ex])edition  the  regiment  was 
gone  four  days  and  loaded  thirty-two  wagons  with  forage.  Again,  on 
the  20th  of  October,  the  regiment  went  with  the  brigade  on  a  foraging 
expedition  to  Berkshire  Post-Office,  remaining  four  days,  and,  in  con- 


262 


OPERATIONS  IN  S,  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


junction  with  the  Eighty- second  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  loading  sixty 
wagons  with  forage.  Euring  the  remainder  of  the  time  until  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  recent  expedition  the  regiment  remained  quietly  in 
camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  November  the  regiment  left  the  city  of 
Atlanta,  or  rather  what  was  left  of  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  started  on 
the  great  raid  through  Georgia,  and  marched  on  that  day  to  Stone 
Mountain,  a  distance  of  about  fourteen  miles.  On  the  16th,  during  the 
morning,  it  tore  up  and  destroyed  about  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad  track 
on  the  Atlanta  and  Augusta  road,  and  then  marched  to  the  Yellow 
River,  about  fifteen  miles,  reaching  cami^  about  2  a.  m.  On  the  17th 
we  marched  about  fifteen  miles,  encamping  in  the  country  about  1  a. 
m.  On  the  18th  we  marched,  passing  through  Social  Circle  about  noon, 
and  proceeding  nearly  to  Madison,  making  in  all  about  fifteen  miles. 
On  the  19th  we  marched  through  Madison  and  proceeded  on  the  Eaton- 
ton  road,  making  about  ten  miles.  On  the  20th  we  marched  toward 
Eatonton  about  ten  miles,  reaching  a  point  about  four  miles  from 
Eatonton.  On  the  21st  we  marched  through  Eatonton  and  on  toward 
Milledgeville,  making  about  fifteen  miles.  On  the  22d  w'e  marched 
about  eleven  iniles,  to  Milledgeville,  and  on  the  23d  remained  there. 
On  the  24th  marched  toward  Hebron,  about  fifteen  miles.  On  the  25th 
the  regiment  w^as  the  leading  regiment  of  the  corps.  We  marched 
about  four  miles  until  we  reached  Buffalo  Creek,  where  the  series  of 
bridges  were  found  to  have  been  destroyed.  The  regiment  was  engaged 
for  awhile  in  repairing  these  bridges.  About  noon  a  party  of  rebel 
cavalry  having  been  stirred  up  across  the  creek  the  right  wing  of  the 
regiment  was  sent  across  to  attend  to  them.  About  2  o’clock,  the 
bridges  being  completed,  we  crossed  over,  wliere  one  of  the  companies 
rejoined  us,  and  the  other  four  were  left  to  guard  the  crossing  until  the 
Second  Division  of  the  corps  should  come  over.  With  six  companies 
we  marched  ahead  about  two  miles  farther,  when  a  brisk  cavalry 
skirmish  was  stirred  up  in  front,  and  a  large  number  of  ^‘bummers” 
made  a  rapid  retreat  from  the  front.  The  regiment  was  promptly 
formed  in  line  of  battle  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  then  advanced 
about  200  yards,  when  we  were  ordered  to  encamp  for  the  night.  On 
the  26th  we  marched  toward  Sandersville.  After  proceeding  about  two 
miles  the  regiment  was  sent  to  the  right  about  half  a  mile,  to  dislodge 
some  guerrillas,  which  Ave  did ;  and  we  also  destroyed  a  gin  and  about 
100  bales  of  cotton,  after  which  we  rejoined  the  column  and  marched  to 
Sandersville,  and  thence  to  Power’s,  on  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Rail¬ 
road,  where  Ave  encamped  for  the  night,  having  marched  about  twelve 
miles.  On  the  27th  we  marched  to  Davisborough,  a  distance  of  about 
twenty  miles,  having  to  make  a  detour  to  avoid  a  swamp.  On  the  28th 
Ave  marched  along  the  railroad  to  Spiers,  tearing  up  the  track  to  Avithin 
three  miles  of  that  ])lace.  I  am  unable  to  state  how  much  the  regiment 
tore  up  during  the  day,  but  should  say  that  of  eleven  regiments  engaged 
in  the  destruction  of  seven  miles  it  did  its  full  proportion.  On  the  29th 
Ave  went  back  about  three  miles  and  finished  the  destruction  of  the 
railroad  to  Spiers,  doing  about  one-sixth  of  the  destruction.  We  then 
marched  in  the  direction  of  Louisville,  about  tweh^e  miles.  On  the  3()th 
Ave  marched  to  Avhere  the  Third  Division  Avas  in  camp,  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  east  of  Louisville  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Ogeechee  River, 
having  made  a  march  of  about  eighteen  miles. 

On  the  1st  of  December  Ave  marched  in  the  direction  of  Milieu,  about 
fifteen  miles,  reaching  cam))  about  1  a.  m.  On  the  2d  aac  marched  about 
fifteen  miles  to  Buck  i  lead  Church.  ( )n  the  3d  a\  e  marched  about  fifteen 
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miles,  passing  about  three  miles  north  of  Milieu,  and  marching  in  the 
direction  of  Sylvania.  On  the  4th  we  marched  about  twelve  miles.  Ou 
the  5th  marched  two  miles  and  a  half  and  went  into  camp  about  11  p. 
m.  On  the  6th  marched  about  eight  or  ten  miles  toward  Springfield. 
On  the  7th  seven  companies  were  detached  to  go  back  after  forage, 
with  —  wagons,  which  they  loaded,  and  rejoined  the  regiment  that  night, 
which  had  marched  about  ten  miles  toward  Springfield.  On  the  8tli 
we  marched  to  Springfield,  four  miles,  guid  from  there  toward  Monteith, 
about  twelve  miles.  On  the  Dth  we  marched  toward  Monteith  Station, 
on  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad.  About  2  p..in.  we  reached 
a  swamp  where  the  rebels  had  obstructed  the  road  with  felled  timber, 
and  commanded  the  road  Avith  artillery  placed  in  a  couple  of  redoubts 
on  the  other  side.  The  Sixty-first  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers  and  Thirty- 
first  Wisconsin  Volunteers  of  our  brigade  were  sent  to  the  left  to  wade 
the  swamp  and  flank  the  rebel  position.  This  they  did  splendidly.  At 
the  first  fire,  Avhich  they  opened,  the  rest  of  the  brigade  rushed  forward 
to  their  assistance,  but  they  had  comi)leted  the  task  and  held  the  forts, 
the  rebels,  unfortunately,  making  good  their  retreat.  We  camped  for 
the  night  around  the  forts,  having  marched  about  eight  miles.  On  the 
10th  Ave  marched  to  Monteith  Station,  where  Ave  tore  up  the  railroad, 
completely  destroying  about  tAvice  the  length  of  the  regiment,  and  then 
marched  to  AAdiere  the  rebel  line  of  aa  orks  around  the  city  of  SaAmnnah 
confronted  us — a  distance  of  about  nine  miles.  Here  we  went  into 
position.  Late  in  the  eA^ening  the  regiment  Avas  sent  out  to  hold  a  road, 
Avhile  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  proceeded  to 
the  l  iver  on  a  reconnaissance.  On  the  11th  Ave  changed  position,  moving 
farther  to  the  left.  About  9  p.  m.  1  was  ordered,  with  my  own  regi¬ 
ment  and  the  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers  and  Sixty-first  Ohio  Vet¬ 
eran  Volunteers,  to  proceed  to  the  rear  of  the  train,  and  guard  the 
train,  against  Avhich  the  rebel  cavalry  under  Wheeler  Avere  said  to  be 
demonstrating.  I  reached  the  point  designated  about  1  a.  m.  and  went 
into  position.  We  remained  here  until  the  13th,  when  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  came  out,  and,  with  a  slight  change  of  position,  we  went  into 
camp,  building  a  strong  line  of  breast-Avorks.  Here  we  remained  until 
j:he  23d,  when  we  moved  to  our  present  position. 

As  to  the  number  of  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  captured  by  the  regi¬ 
ment,  I  have  no  very  correct  idea.  We  captured  no  horses,  probably 
three  or  four  mules,  and  as  to  cattle,  I  have  no  idea.  We  foraged  a 
great  deal  of  beef.  We  captured  and  turned  into  the  brigade  com¬ 
missary  about  tAventy  head  of  cattle,  and  in  addition  to  that  I  should 
estimate  the  number  of  cattle  foraged  by  the  regiment  for  their 
own  use  at  about  fifty  head;  but  it  is  mere  guesswork.  We  captured 
large  numbers  of  hogs,  sheep,  and  various  kinds  of  poultry.  We 
lived  almost  Avholly  upon  Avhat  Ave  foraged,  excepting  sugar  ‘and 
coffee  and  occasional  issues  of  hard  bread.  We  lived  wholly  upon  the 
country  and,  AAuth  but  one  or  two  days’  exception,  fared,  I  might  say, 
for  soldiers,  sumptuously.  As  to  forage,  our  horses  Avere  subsisted 
Avholly  from  what  Ave  gathered  on  the  march,  and  they  have  groAvn 
fat  from  it,  for  they  had  all  they  could  eat.  As  to  negroes,  1  should 
place  the  number  picked  u])  by  the  regiment  at  about  forty. 

In  (M)uclusion,  I  would  state  that  so  far  as  the  regiment  is  concerned 
the  Avhole  expedition  aa  as  a  splendid  affair.  I  feel  glad  to  say  that  I 
have  not  lost  a  man,  killed  or  captured,  and  oidy  three  Avounded  by  the 
accidental  falling  of  railroad  iron  upon  them  Avhile  engaged  in  tearing 
np  the  track — one  of  them  seriously,  the  others  only  slightly.  And  I 
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would  take  this  occasion  to  return  my  thanks  to  all,  both  officers  and 
men,  for  their  ready  obedience  to  my  orders  and  for  their  good,  soldierly 
conduct  on  the  whole  march. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  LE  SAGE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  101st  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 
Capt.  A.  E.  Lee, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..  3d  Brig.,  1st  IHv.,  30th  Ar^ny  Corps. 


No.  1)4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  HezeMah  Watkins,  One  hundred  and  forty-third 

Xew  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  143d  Kegiment  New  York  Vol.  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Captain 

On  the  morning  of  November  15  the  regiment  broke  camp  and  started 
on  the  campaign  just  ended.  The  effective  force  at  this  time  was  19 
commissioned  officers  and  244  muskets,  also  14  unarmed  recruits  for 
whom  arms  could  not  be  procured  previous  to  starting.  The  eftective 
force  at  present,  19  commissioned  officers  and  243  muskets.  One 
enlisted  man  supposed  to  be  captured  while  out  with  a  foraging  detail. 

The  number  of  animals  captured  is  as  follows :  11  horses,  12  mules, 
and  about  100  cattle.  There  were  also  about  25  negroes  picked  up  on 
the  march. 

During  the  time  from  starting  from  Atlanta,  November  15  to  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  there  were  issued  to  the  command  of  Government  rations,  viz, 
13  days’  hard  bread,  20  days’  coffee,  15  days’  sugar,  26  days’  salt. 
There  was  also  issued  l,0o0  pounds  of  grain  for  the  animals,  the 
remainder  needed  by  the  regiment  being  foraged  from  the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WATKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  95. 

Repo7't  of  Capt.  John  Garrett,  Sixty -first  Ohio  Infayitry,  of  operations 
Septemher  4-Decemher  22. 

.  Hdqrs.  Sixty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry^ 

Near  Sava^inah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Sixty-first  Ohio  Volunteers  from  the  occupation  of 
Atlanta  to  the  capture  of  Savannah  by  the  National  forces: 

Entered  Atlanta  September  4  and  occu])ied  the  intrenchments  of  the 
enemy. 

On  October  6  was  assigned  to  a  position  on  Peach  Tree  Creek  road. 
During  our  stay  at  this  place  accompanied  two  foraging  expeditions, 

*  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  661. 
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the  first,  under  command  of  Colonel  Eobinson,  to  Flat  Eock,  Ga.,  and 
the  second,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Geary,  to  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain,  the  object  being  to  procure  subsistence  for  the  men  and  animals  of 
the  corps. 

Started  on  the  recent  campaign  November  15,  following  the  line  of 
the  Augusta  railroad  as  far  as  Madison,  where  we  turned  southward 
and  struck  the  Milledgeville  railroad  at  Eatonton,  and  entered  Mil- 
ledgeville  November  22.  Eesumed  the  march  November  24,  and  on  the 
2()th  struck  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad  and  destroyed  a  portion  of 
the  track  near  Station  No.  13.  November  27,  moved  eastward  along 
the  line  of  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad,  and  on  the  28th  assisted  in 
destroying  the  track  and  bridges  betAveen  Davisborough  and  Sjuers 
Station.  Eesumed  the  march  on  the  29th,  and  on  the  30th  crossed  the 
Ogeechee  Eiver. 

No  incident  of  importance  transpired  till  December  9,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  assist  Colonel  West,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  to 
capture  two  small  forts  of  the  enemy,  erected  to  command  the  road  at 
a  point  where  it  passed  through  a  dense  swamp  fourteen  miles  from 
Savannah.  We  penetrated  the  swamp  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
Avhen  Avithin  100  yards  of  the  enemy  they  opened  upon  us  with  musketry. 
A  charge  was  ordered,  and  Ave  pushed  forward  over  a  formidable  abatis 
and  entered  one  of  the  forts,  and  at  the  same  moment  the  colors  of  the 
Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Avere  planted  upon  the  other;  the  enemy  escaped 
Avith  his  artillery.  1  had  one  man  severely  Avounded  in  the  engagement. 
December  10,  advanced  and  took  position  before  Savannah.  December 
11,  moved  to  the  rear  and  took  position  near  the  railroad,  seven  miles 
from  SaAmnnah,  for  the  protection  of  the  Avagoii  trains,  where  we  re¬ 
mained  until  the  capture  of  the  city. 

During  the  campaign  my  command  captured  10  horses  and  30  mules, 
and  drew  forage  from  the  country  equal  to  tAventy  days’  subsistence. 
A  large  quantity  of  cotton  was  destroyed,  but  as  much  of  it  Avas  not  in 
bales  it  is  impossible  to  state  the  exact  amount. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GAEEETT, 

CajHain,  Comdg.  Sixtij -first  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  I^ifantry. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Lee, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gem.,  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  9G. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  Thomson,  Eighty-seeond  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighty-second  Eegt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  27,  1804. 

Captain:* 

'  On  the  15th  day  of  November  the  regiment  left  its  camp  in  Atlanta 
and  entered  upon  the  campaign  which  ended  with  the  capture  and 
occupation  ot  Savannah  by  our  forces.  During  the  campaign  the 
troops  Avere  principally  subsisted  off  the  country  through  Avhich  Ave 
l)assed.  On  the  10th  Ave  reached  and' commenced  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road  near  Stone  Mountain.  My  regiment  here  destroyed  about  two  miles 

*  For  portion  of  report  (liere  omitted)  relating  to  o])eration8  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  002. 
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of  the  road.  But  small  forces  of  the  enemy  were  met,  and  until  our 
arrival  before  Savannah  it  was  necessary  for  the  regiment  to  take  a 
position  in  line  of  battle  but  twice.  The  first  time  was  near  Sanders- 
ville,  on  November  25.  We  met  the  enemy  late  in  the  afternoon.  The 
fighting  (which  was  nothing  more  than  skirmishing)  was  principally 
done  by  our  advance  cavalry.  The  Third  Brigade  was  in  advance  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle.  We  encamped  in  line,  and  the  next  morning 
the  Second  Brigade  took  the  advance,  the  Third  Brigade  following. 
The  enemy  made  but  very  little  opposition,  and  we  had  no  difficulty  in 
occupying  Sanders ville.  From  this  place  we  moved  to  Tennille  Station, 
No.  13,  and  destroyed  about  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad.  On  the  27th 
we  reached  Davisborough  Station,  on  the  Georgia  Central  Bailroad, 
and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  commenced  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road.  We  destroyed  about  three  miles  of  the  road  and  at  night  went  into 
camp  at  Station  No.  11.  The  Third  Brigade  at  this  point  was  detached 
from  the  corps  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  corps  train.  On  the 
30th  we  crossed  the  Little  Ogeechee  several  miles  above  the  railroad, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  bridge,  and  encamped  near 
the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

We  marched  and  crossec  [  the  Augusta  branch  railroad  on  the  3d  day 
of  December,  leaving  Mil.en  to  our  right.  On  the  5th  our  regiment 
was  sent  two  miles  from  camp,  with  orders  to  destroy  two  mills.  I  de¬ 
stroyed  the  mills  and  returned  to  camp.  From  this  time  until  the  9th 
nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred.  On  the  9th  we  found  the  enemy  in 
considerable  force  in  our  front.  They  were  in  a  strong  position,  had 
fortifications  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  their  front  and  right  was 
protected  by  a  swamp.  The  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  and  Sixty-first  Ohio 
were  thrown  forward,  and  succeeded  in  passing  through  this  swamp 
and  attacked  the  enemy  from  the  rear  and  right.  The  Eighty-second 
Ohio  was  thrown  forward  as  a  support,  but  before  my  regiment  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  passing  through  this  swamp  the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  and 
Sixty-first  Ohio  had  attacked  aild  routed  the  enemy.  On  the  10th,  hav¬ 
ing  reached  Monteith,  a  station  on  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Rail¬ 
road,  the  Third  Brigade  was  ordered  to  commence  and  efiectually  de¬ 
stroy  as  much  of  this  road  as  possible.  The  Eighty-second  Ohio  Reg¬ 
iment  destroyed  about  300  yards  of  the  road  and  also  the  station- 
house.  The  same  day,  having  reached  the  enemy’s  lines  in  front  of 
Savannah,  the  brigade  took  up  a  position,  with  three  regiments  in  line 
of  battle,  with  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  right.  My  regiment  was  on 
the  frontline,  connecting  with  the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  on  the  right 
and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third  Noav  York  on  the  left.  On  the 
11th  the  brigade  was  moved  a  short  distance  to  the  left,  the  regiments 
occupying  the  same  positions  in  line.  On  the  13tn  the  brigade  was 
moved  about  three  miles  to  the  rear,  where  a  second  or  rear  line  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  rear.  •  The  Eighty-second  oc¬ 
cupied  the  right  of  this  line,  my  pickets  connecting  with  those  of  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  on  my  left.  My  command 
occupied  this  position  until  the  surrender  of  Savannah  and  its  occupa¬ 
tion  by  our  forces.  The  regiment  entered  its  present  encampment  on 
the  23d  of  December,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-third  New  York  and  on  tlie  left  with  the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin. 

During  the  campaign  my  command  has  captured  13  head  of  horses, 
25  head  of  mules,  30  head  of  cattle,  150  head  of  hogs,  35  head  of  sheep, 
200  pounds  sugar,  4  tons  fodder,  200  bushels  of  corn,  200  bushels  of 
potatoes,  125  bushels  of  corn  meal,  1,000  pounds  of  hour,  100  gallons 
of  molasses,  and  chickens  and  turkeys  innumerable. 
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My  command  also  captured  30  negroes  and  destroyed  in  all  six  miles 
of  railroad  and  150  bales  of  cotton  and  burned  two  cotton  gins. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

D.  THOMSON, 

Lieutenant  Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  97. 

Report  of  Col.  Francis  H.  West,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations 
of  this  regiment  from  the  time  of  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  to  this 
date: 

During  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  nothing  of  especial  interest  occurred 
in  the  regiment.  It  was  engaged  in  the  ordinary  guard  duty  and  in 
drilling  and  preparing  for  a  new  campaign,  and  also  furnishing  heavy 
details  to  work  on  fortifications.  It  twice  during  the  time  accom¬ 
panied  foraging  expeditions  to  the  vicinity  of  Stone  Mountain  and  Yel¬ 
low  Elver;  once,  under  command  of  Colonel  Kobinson,  commanding 
/Third  Brigade,  and  once,  under  command  of  General  Geary,  command¬ 
ing  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps.  On  each  of  these  occasions 
some  800  wagon-loads  of  forage  were  obtained. 

Of  the  campaign  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  the  history  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  is  so  inseparably  connected  with  that  of  the  brigade  to  which 
it  belongs,  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  a  special  report  of  its  oper¬ 
ations.  Leaving  Atlanta  at  7  a.  m.  November  15,  with  —  efiective  en¬ 
listed  men  and  —  officers,  our  march  was  continuous,  triumphant,  and 
almost  uninterrupted,  through  the  rich  and  well-settled  districts  of 
Georgia,  by  the  way  of  Decatur,  Social  Circle,  Madison,  Milledgeville, 
Eatonton,  Sandersville,  Milieu,  Louisville,  and  Springfield,  to  within 
five  miles  of  Savannah,  where  we  arrived  on  the  10th  instant,  followed 
by  a  large  number  of  negroes,  which  had  been  gradually  accumulating 
as  we  advanced  through  the  country,  but  as  none  of  them  were  especial 
followers  of  my  regiment,  I  cannot  claim  to  have  brought  in  any  certain 
number.  It  was  noticeable  that  they  were  all  very  much  delighted  at  the 
approach  of  the  army,  although  but  few  of  them  had  ever  seen  a  Yank^^ 
before.  There  was  much  appearance  of  wealth  among  nearly  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  living  on  the  line  of  our  march  and  we  found  great  abund¬ 
ance  of  corn,  beef,  mutton,  sweet  potatoes,  poultry,  molasses,  and  honey 
along  the  whole  route,  upon  which  the  regiment  subsisted  entirely, 
with  the  exception  of  about  ten  days^  rations  of  hard  bread  and  full 
rations  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  which  were  issued  immediately  pre¬ 
vious  to  and  during  the  march.  We  also  captured  10  very  large,  fine 
mules  and  about  30  inferior  mules  and  horses,  which  were  used 
in  packing  supplies,  and  were  subsisted,  as  were  our  iirivate  and 
public  animals,  from  forage  we  obtained  from  the  inhabitants. 
During  the  march  we,  in  company  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade, 
assisted  in  destroying  a  large  amount  of  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad 
in  the  vicinity  of  Stone  Mountain,  Spiers  Station,  and  Jonesborough, 
and  also  of  the  Charleston  railroad  at  and  near  Monteith.  The  amount 
destroyed  by  my  regiment  I  am  unable  to  give. 
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Great  attempts  were  made  by  the  enemy  to  imi)ede  our  progress  by 
destroying  bridges,  felling  timber  in  the  road,  &c.,  but  this  caused  but 
little  delay,  as  our  efficient  pioneer  corps  soon  cleared  away  all  obstruc¬ 
tions  and  rebuilt  the  bridges.  We  met  with  no  resistance  in  force  until 
we  arrived  at  Turkey  lioost  [or  Monteith]  Swamx),  fifteen  miles  from  Sa¬ 
vannah.  This  is  an  almost  impenetrable  morass,  many  miles  in  extent, 
densely  covered  with  brusli  and  vines,  interspersed  with  deep  sloughs. 
Across  this  the  road  has  been  built.  On  a  little  elevation  on  the  opposite 
side,  at  a  place  known  as  Harrison’s  field,  and  immediately  commanding 
the  road  across  the  morass,  which  is  about  oOO  yards  wide,  and  which 
had  been  very  heavily  obstructed,  the  enemy  had  built  two  strong 
redoubts,  which  were  defended  by  artillery  and  about  500  infantry, 
with  which  they  resolutely  disputed  our  farther  progress.  The  First 
and  Second  Brigades  of  our  division  had  been  sent  around  to  the  right 
(which  seemed  the  most  feasible  way  of  crossing  the  morass),  with 
instructions  if  possible  to  fiank  the  enemy  and  dislodge  or  capture 
them.  Finding  that  they  were  not  likely  to  be  immediately  successful, 

I  was  directed  by  Colonel  Bobinson,  commanding  brigade,  to  take  my 
regiment,  numbering  500  present  (the  immediate  command  of  which 
devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eogers),  and  the  Sixty-First  Ohio, 
numbering  about  100  men,  under  command  of  Captain  Garrett,  and 
make  a  similar  attempt  by  way* of  the  left.  Quickly  moving  around 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  left  and  on  to  the  border  of  the  morass,  the  line 
was  formed  for  attack  by  placing  the  Sixty-first  Ohio  on  the  right  and 
the  Thirty-first  AVisconsin  on  the  left,  with  instructions  to  dash  through^ 
the  swamp  by  the  right  of  companies,  coming  into  line  the  moment  they 
emerged  on  the  open  ground  in  vicinity  of  the  fort.  This  the  men  did 
with  great  spirit  and  determination,  struggling  through  to  within  about 
300  yards  of  the  forts  where  an  open  swamp  extended  down  to  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  forts,  the  last  fifty  yards  being  heavily  covered  with 
abatis.  Emerging  into  this-  opening  they  formed  instantly  under  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  and,  delivering  a  steady  volley  upon  the 
enemy,  they  dashed  upon  the  works  with  such  impetuosity  that  the 
enemy,  becoming  i)anic- stricken,  fled  in  great  confusion,  abandoning 
much  of  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  clothing.  The  colors 
of  the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  were  almost  instantly  flying  from  the 
l)arapets  of  the  fort.  Shortly  after  the  brigades  that  had  gone  to  the 
right  succeeded  in  passing  the  morass  and  came  up  ;  also  the  balance 
of  our  brigade,  which  Colonel  liobinson  promptly  sent  to  my  support 
on  hearing  the  firing.  The  loss  of  my  regiment  in  this  afiair  was  1 
killed  and  3  wounded.  We  escaped  with  so  small  a  loss  on  account  of 
the  enemy  firing  too  high.  Loss  of  the  enemy  unknown — said  to  have 
been  14. 

Through  me  the  regiment,  together  with  the  Sixty  first  Ohio, 
received  the  public  thanks  of  Major-General  Slocum,  c.ommauding  lAdt 
Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  General  Williams,  commanding  Twentieth 
Army  Cori)S,  and  of  Colonel  Eobinson,  commanding  brigade,  for  tlie 
handsome  manner  in  which  tliey  executed  the  afiair. 

As  all  in  the  command  behaved  equally  well  I  can  mention  no  names. 
I,  however,  here  wish  to  make  mention  of  the  gallant  conduct  and  effi¬ 
cient  service  rendered  on  tliis  occ'asion  by  Captains  Wallace  and  Hear- 
ri('k,  of  Colonel  Eobinson’s  stafi',  who  were  detailed  to  assist  me  in  the 
enter})  rise. 

During  the  siege  of  Savannah,  from  the  10th  to  the  21st  of  De- 
cend)er,  at  wliieF  time  the  enemy  evacuated  Savannah,  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  engaged  in  the  ordinary  siege  duties,  building  works,- 
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&C.J  without  any  engagement  with  the  enemy  or  casualties  therefrom. 
On  the  23cl  we  moved  in  and  took  position  on  the  bank  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Kiver  about  two  miles  above  the  city,  and  are  now  engaged  in  pre¬ 
paring  for  future  operations.  Since  arriving  near  Savannah  we  have 
had  but  very  limited  supplies  of  rations  or  forage,  and  we  are  now  suf¬ 
fering  much  for  subsistence,  the  men  receiving  little  else  than  small 
rations  of  rice,  and  our  public  and  i)rivate  animals  almost  nothing  at 
all.  It  is  probable  that  this  is  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  landing  sup¬ 
plies  from  the  fleet. 

The  health  and  spirits  of  the  men  were  never  better  than  during  the 
past  campaign,  the  average  daily  number  requiring  medical  attendance 
being  about  ten. 

The  casualties  during  the  campaign  were  1  man  severely  injured 
while  destroying  railroad,  1  killed,  and  3  wounded  by  the  enemy,  and 
3  captured  while  foraging,  2  of  whom  have  since  escaped  and  returned 
to  the  regiment,  sick  were  left  on  the  road. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  II.  WEST, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Cairt.  A.  E.  Lee, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdgrs.  3d  Brig.,  1st  l)iv.,  JlOth  Corps. 


No.  98. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

January  6,  1865. 

Colonel:* 

November  15,  in  accordance  with  orders  received  on  the  previous 
night,  my  divivsion,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  broke  cainj)  at 
an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  at  7  o’clock  moved  out  upon  the  De¬ 
catur  road,  following  the  First  Division.  Shortly  after  passing  beyond 
the  old  line  of  rebel  works  I  was  obliged  to  halt,  on  account  of  the 
detention  of  the  troops  and  trains  in  my  front,  and  several  hours 
elapsed  before  the  road  was  sufficiently  clear  to  allow  of  my  advance, 
liesuming  the  march  I  moved  on,  keeping  well  closed  upon  the  rear  of 
the  First  Division,  and  halting  for*  dinner  near  Decatur.  After  passing 
through  the  village  I  took  advantage  of  every  held  to  move  the  head  of 
my  column  parallel  to  the  train  of  the  preceding  division.  The  head 
of  my  column  w.ent  into  camp  near  Stone  Mountain  about  11  p,  m.  The 
march  during  the  day  was  continually  delayed  by  halts  and  detentions, 
caused  by  the  miserable  character  of  the  animals  in  our  train.  The 
roads  traveled  were  bad;  the  weather  was  beautitul.  The  distance 
marched  during  the  day  was  hfteen  miles.  November  16, 1  broke  camp 
at  8  a.  m.  and  moved  out  in  advance  of  the  corps.  Crossed  Yellow 
Fiver,  at  Kock  Bridge,  about  3  p.  m.,  and  went  into  cam])  three  iniles 
beyond,  having  marched  during  the  day  ten  miles.  The  marching 
to-day  was  necessarily  slow,  owing  to  the  bad  cliaracter  of  the  roads  and 
bad  condition  of  our  animals.  The  country  through  which  1  passed 

For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relatinaj  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see  Vol. 
XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  667. 
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was  for  the  most  part  poor  and  undulating,  and  east  of  Yellow  River 
the  road  crosses  a  number  of  swampy  streams  and  steep  ridges.  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  moved  from  camp  again  at  5  o’clock,  in  advance  of  the  corps. 
Encamped  for  the  night  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Ulcofaubachee  River, 
having  marched  seventeen  miles.  The  roads  traveled  were  very  good 
and  the  country  traversed  was  fine.  November  18,  moved  at  5  a.  m., 
my  division  still  in  the  advance.  Crossed  the  TJlcofauhachee  River, 
struck  the  Georgia  railroad  at  Social  Circle,  east  of  v^ich  place  we 
destroyed  considerable  of  the  track,  and  passed  through  Rutledge  Sta¬ 
tion  at  noon,  near  which  place  we  halted  for  dinner.  At  this  place 
destroyed  the  depot,  water-tank,  and  other  railroad  buildings,  and 
tore  up  and  burned  the  track.  Encamped  for  the  night  within  two 
miles  of  Madison,  having  marched  eighteen  miles.  The  roads  from 
Social  Circle  to  Madison  were  excellent,  and  the  country  was  much 
superior  to  that  previously  passed  through.  Forage  was  abundant  on 
every  side,  and  during  the  day  we  made  captures  of  horses  and  mules. 

November  19,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  general  command¬ 
ing  the  corps,  my  command  was  detached  and  moved  at  5  a.  m.,  unen¬ 
cumbered  with  wagons,  leaving  my  whole  train  to  be  brought  on  with 
those  of  the  other  divisions.  I  passed  through  Madison  before  day¬ 
light,  and  moved  along  the  road  parallel  to  the  Georgia  railroad,  halt¬ 
ing  for  dinner  at  Buck  Head  Station,  where  I  destroyed  the  water- tank, 
stationary  engine,  and  all  the  railroad  buildings.  After  marching  one 
mile  beyond  the  station  I  again  halted  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the 
railroad,  also  a  large  quantity  of  cord  wood,  and  other  railroad 
material.  At  Buck  Head  Station  my  advance  exchanged  shots  with  the 
enemy’s  scouts.  I  sent  on  a  detachment  in  advance  of  the  main  body 
to  drive  these  scouts  and  whatever  there  might  be  of  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry  in  the  vicinity  across  the  Oconee,  and  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge 
across  the  river  5  also  another  detachment  several  miles  above  to 
destroy  a  large  mill  and  the  ferry-boats  across  the  Appalachee.  Both  of 
these  parties  were  successful.  The  railroad  bridge,  which  was  a  fine 
structure,  about  400  yards  long  and  GO  feet  high  from  the  water,  and 
Avas  approached  by  several  hundred  yards  of  trestle-work  at  each  end, 
was  thoroughly  destroyed.  At  Blue  Spring  I  halted  and  set  my  troops 
to  work  destroying  railroad.  Here  at  night  encamped  on  the  planta¬ 
tion  of  Col.  Lee  Jordan,  on  which  I  found  280  bales  of  cotton  and 
50,000  bushels  of  corn  stored  for  the  rebel  Government.  All  the  cotton 
and  most  of  the  corn  Avas  destroyed.  In  addition  to  this  my  command 
destroyed  elsewhere  during  the  day  250  bales  of  cotton  and  several 
cotton  gins  and  mills.  I  also  destroyed  in  all  to-day  about  five  miles  of 
railroad  and  a  large  quantity  of  railroad  ties  and  string  timbers. 

November  20,  moved  at  7  a.  m.j  the  weather  rainy,  the  roads  very 
deep  and  saa  ampy.  Leaving  the  railroad  I  moAxd  toward  the  Oconee, 
Avhich  was  reached  two  miles  below  the  railroad  bridge,  and  then  moA^ed 
doAYii  parnllel  to  the  river  to  Parks’  Mill,  Avhich  Avas  burned.  The 
bridge  across  the  river  at  this  place  had  been  previously  washed  away, 
and  ferry-boats  Avere  used  at  the  crossing;  these  I  destroyed.  Some 
annoyance  Avas  experienced  as  we  moA^ed  along  the  river-bank  from 
squads  of  rebel  caA^alry  on  the  opi)osite  shore.  They  Avere,  hoAvever, 
soon  driven  off.  A  small  party  sent  out  from  mj^  command  crossed  the 
river  near  the  burnt  bridge  and  Avent  on  foot  seven  miles  to  Greeiis- 
borough,  driving  a  small  force  of  caA^alry  through  the  town  and  taking 
possession  of  it.  After  remaining  in  undisturbed  ])ossession  of  the 
toAA'ii  for  several  hours,  and  having  coiiAinced  the  inhabitants  that  the 
most  of  General  Sherman’s  army  Avas  close  by  Avith  designs  upon 
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Augusta,  this  little  party  returned  safely,  recrossing  the  river  in  canoes. 
1  learned  the  next  day  that  the  enemy  were  tearing  up  the  Georgia 
railroad  at  Union  Point,  seven  miles  east  of  Greensborough,  apparently 
being  possessed  with  the  idea  that  General  Sherman’s  army  was  moving 
on  Augusta  and  using  the  railroad  as  it  came.  From  all  I  could  learn, 
then  and  since,  it  is  my  opinion  that  my  small  command  could,  at  that 
time,  have  penetrated  to  Augusta  without  serious  opposition.  Leaving 
Parks’  Mill  and  having  crossed  Sugar  Creek  I  came  to  Glade’s  Cross- 
Koads,  where  I  took  the  one  leading  to  the  left.  Moving  one  mile  and 
a  half  on  this  road  I  again  turned  to  the  left,  on  a  smaller  one,  and 
encamped  at  dark  near  the  large  tannery  and  shoe  factory  and  store 
owned  by  Janies  Denham,  one  of  the  most  extensive  establishments  of 
the  kind  in  the  South.  Most  of  the  leather  stock  and  goods  had  been 
carried  off;  a  few  boxes  of  shoes  and  leather  were  found  hidden  in  a 
barn  and  were  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster’s  department  for  issue. 
My  skirmishers  and  foraging  parties  during  this  day’s  march  spread 
through  all  the  country  between  the  Oconee  and  the  route  of  march 
taken  by  the  rest  of  the  corps.  A  large  number  of  splendid  mules 
and  beef-cattle  and  some  horses  were  captured,  and  the  troops  lived 
well  on  the  produce  of  the  country.  Distance  to-day,  ten  miles. 

November  21,  a  heavy  rain  fell  all  last  night  aiid  continued  through¬ 
out  to-day,  rendering  the  roads  very  deep  and  the  streams  much  swol¬ 
len.  After  entirely  destroying  Denham’s  tannery  and  factory,  I  moved 
at  8  a.  m.  on  the  road  to  Philadelphia  Church,  reaching  which  I  took 
the  Milledgeville  road,  crossed  Crooked  Creek,  and  encamped  at  the 
forks  of  the  road,  one  leading  to  Dennis’  Mill  and  station,  the  other 
to  Waller’s  Ferry,  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Eiver.  A  very  heavy,  cold 
rain  fell  all  day,  and  marching  was  quite  difficult.  Tbe  country  i^assed 
through  was  a  rich  one  and  supplies  were  abundant.  Distance  marched, 
eight  miles.  The  rain  ceased  toward  night  and  the  air  became  very  cold. 
Among  our  captures  to-day  was  Colonel  White,  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
Tennessee  Pegiment.  He  had  been  in  command  of  the  post  at  Eaton- 
ton,  and  in  attempting  to  escape  from  the  other  column  of  our  troops  fell 
into  my  hands. 

November  22,  tbe  weather  was  extremely  cold.  Moved  at  6  a.  ra., 
taking  the  road  to  Dennis  Station,  having  previously  ascertained  that 
it  Avould  be  impossible  for  my  command  to  cross  Little  Piver  below  the 
crossing  of  the  railroad,  there  being  no  bridge  and  the  ferry-boats  hav¬ 
ing  been  destroyed  by  the  inhabitants.  Crossed  Pooly  Creek  at  Den¬ 
nis’  JMill.  The  stream  here  was  quite  large,  and  over  it  I  constructed  a 
footbridge  for  the  infantry,  fording  it  with  horses,  artillery,  and  ambu¬ 
lances.  Burned  the  mill  and  a  cotton  gin  and  press  in  vicinity,  destroy¬ 
ing  a  large  amount  of  grain  and  cotton.  Moved  on  to  the  railroad, 
which  I  reached  at  Dennis  Station,  and  where  I  found  the  rear  of  the 
train  of  the  other  divisions  just  passing.  Moved  on  in  rear  of  the 
train  to  Little  Piver,  where  I  received  orders  to  advance  immediately 
to  Milledgeville.  Accordingly  crossed  the  river  on  the  pontoon  bridge, 
])assing  tbe  trains  with  much  difficulty,  and  reac^bed  Milledgeville  at 
dark,  the  other  divisions  having  already  encam])ed.  Having  ])assed 
through  the  town  I  crossed  the  Oconee  on  tbe  large  bridge  and  went 
into  cainj)  on  tbe  left  of  the  First  Division,  with  my  left  resting  near 
the  river.  Marched  during  the  day  twenty  miles.  Weather  to-night 
intensely  cold. 

November  23,  remained  in  camp.  In  the  afternoon  sent  out  my 
Third  Brigade  to  the  Gordon  and  Milledgeville  Pailroad,  where  it  re¬ 
mained  until  dark,  destroying  track. 
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November  24,  iii  accordance  with  orders,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  but,  find¬ 
ing’  the  road  completely  blockaded  with  trains,  I  did  not  get  my  column 
fairly  in  motion  untii  10  o’clock.  Just  before  dark  crossed  Town  Creek, 
the  bridge  over  which  was  very  bad,  and  went  into  camp  near  Gum 
Creek,  the  First  Division  being  encamped  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  in  advance,  the  Third  Division  about  the  same  distance  in  my 
rear.  The  road  traveled,  although  rather  hilly,  was  in  the  main  good. 
Marched  during  the  day  fourteen  miles. 

November  25,  moved  at  0.30  a.  m.,  and  marched  about  half  a  mile, 
when  I  came  upon  the  trains  preceding  me  not  yet  drawn  out  of 
park,  and  was  obliged  to  halt  until  9  o’clock,  when  I  moved  steadily 
forward  until  reaching  Buftalo  Creek,  where  I  found  the  troops  and 
trains  of  the  First  Division  halted.  This  creek  is  an  extensive,  heavily 
timbered,  swampy  stream,  being  nearly  half  a  mile  wide  where  the  road 
passes  through  it.  The  stream  or  swamp  is  here  divided  into  eight 
channels, which  are  spanned  by  as  many  bridges,Amrying  in  length  from 
30  to  100  feet  each.  Between  these  earthen  causeways  are  thrown  up. 
These  bridges  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  were  reconstructed 
by  2  p.  m.,  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Poe,  chief  engineer 
on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Sherman.  By  dark  the  road  in  my  front 
was  clear,  and  I  crossed  my  command,  encamping  for  the  night  one 
mile  and  a  half  east  of  ' the  creek.  The  crossing  in  the  extreme  dark¬ 
ness  of  the  night  and  through  the  swampy  roads  east  of  the  creek  was 
a  very  laborious  one.  During  the  night  shots  were  exchanged  between 
my  piijkets  and  some  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry.  Distance  marched,  nine 
miles. 

November  26,  moved  at  6  a.  m.  After  marching  about  two  miles  came 
up  with  the  trains  preceding  me,  which  had  not  yet  left  park.  Here 
I  parked  my  trains,  being  detained  for  two  hours.  Marching  two  miles 
farther,  again  found  the  trains  in  park,  and  the  troops  of  the  First 
Division  skirmishing  with  Wheeler’s  cavalry  and  di  iving  them  through 
Sandersville.  Moved  on  to  Sandersville,  Avhere  I  parked  my  trains,  and 
having  left  them  under  charge  of  Third  Division,  proceeded  to  Tennille 
(Station  No.  13  on  the  Central  railroad).  Upon  reaching  the  railroad  I 
moved  eastward,  destroying  two  miles  of  the  road,  and  went  into  camp 
near  a  school-house  four  miles  east  of  Tennille.  One  battalion  ot  Mich¬ 
igan  Engineers,  under  Major  Yates,  reported  to  me  for  duty,  assisted  in 
the  destruction  ot  the  rails,  and  encamped  with  my  troops  at  night. 
Distance  marched,  thirteen  miles. 

November  27,  in  accordance  with  orders,  moved  this  morning  at  7 
o’clock,  destroying  the  railroad  for  four  miles,  to  a  point  indicated, 
where  a  road  crosses  the  railroad  seven  miles  from  Station  No.  13. 
From  liere,  in  pursuance  of  my  orders,  I  marched  to  Davisborough  by 
the  most  direct  road,  and  there  encamped  about  9  p.  m.  Distance 
marched,  twelve  miles. 

November  28,  the  work  of  destroying  the  railroad  west  of  Davis¬ 
borough  from  the  point  indicated  above,  which  was  assigned  by 
orders  to  the  First  Division,  had  not  been  performed,  that  division 
having  missed  the  route  and  readied  Davisborough  witliout  striking 
the  railroad.  Early  tliis  morning  I  received  orders  to  detach  Jones’ 
brigade  to  guard  thelieadquarters  trains  to  Station  No.  11,  and  with  my 
two  other  brigades  and  a  battalion  of  Michigan  Engineers  to  destroy 
the  part  of  tlie  road  specified  from  Davisborough  westward.  My 
orders  were  executed,  and  the  remaining  five  miles  of  road,  with 
a  number  of  bridges,  trestle-work  and  water-tanks,  were  efiectually 
destroyed.  While  my  troops  were  engaged  in  this  work  they  were 
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attacked  by  a  portion  of  Ferguson’s  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry,  who 
kept  up  a  desultory  fire  upon  us  for  an  liour  and  a  half,  and  were 
driven  off  by  my  skirmiwshers.  They  wounded  one  of  my  men  and  cap¬ 
tured  four  others  who  were  out  foraging.  The  fire  of  my  skirmishers 
upon  them  was  more  effective,  killing  three  and  wounding  a  number. 
The  country  through  which  the  railroad  passes  from  Ko.  13  to  No.  11 
requires  description.  It  is  a  continuous  morass,  known  as  William¬ 
son’s  Creek,  or  Swamp.  The  stream  is  quite  a  large  one,  running  in 
general  direction  parallel  to  the  railroad  and  crossing  it  many  times. 
The  land  in  the  vicinity  of  both  sides  is  soft  and  swampy,  with  dense 
thickets  of  underbrush  and  vines.  Through  this  swamp  the  railroad 
is  constructed  on  an  embankment  of  borrowed  earth  thrown  up  from 
the  sides,  averaging  from  six  to  ten  feet  in  height.  The  superstruc¬ 
ture  consisted  of  cross-ties  bedded  in  the  earth,  with  string  timbers 
pinned  to  them  upon  which  the  iron  rails  were  spiked.  The  mode  of 
destruction  was  to  tear  up,  pile,  and  burn  the  ties  and  string  timbers, 
with  the  rails  across,  which,  when  heated,  were  destroyed  by  twisting. 
Shortly  after  dark  I  returned  to  Davisborough  and  encamped  there  for 
the  night.  Distance  traveled  by  a  portion  of  my  command  to-day,  fif¬ 
teen  miles. 

November  29,  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.,  following  the  main  Louisville  road 
for  seven  miles  to  Fleming’s  house;  there  turning  square  to  the  right 
by  a  small  road,  moved  eight  miles  to  Spiers  Station  (No.  11),  which  I 
reached  at  1  o’clock.  After  a  short  halt  for  dinner  moved  on,  following 
the  road  toward  Station  No.  10,  and  encamped  about  7  p.  m.  on  the  east 
side  of  a  small  creek  which  crossed  the  road  six  miles  from  Station  No. 
11,  the  camp  of  the  First  Division  being  about  one  mile  and  a  half  in 
advance  of  mine.  The  roads  traveled  to-day  were  generally  good  and 
quite  dry  and  hard  west  of  Spiers  Station.  East  of  that  place  there 
was  considerable  swamp  and  marshy  ground.  The  country  through 
which  we  passed  on  the  Louisville  road  was  excellent,  the  plantations 
being  large  and  the  buildings  fine.  After  leaving  that  road  the  country 
is  i)oorer  and  appears  to  be  newly  settled.  Distance  traveled  was 
twenty-one  miles. 

November  30,  marched  at  6  a.  m.,  and  reaching  the  encampment  of 
the  First  Division  found  the  troops  had  not  yet  left.  At  10.30  we  fol¬ 
lowed  that  division  north  toward  Louisville,  leaving  Jones’ brigade,  which 
was  then  about  three  miles  and  a  half  distant,  at  the  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Ogeechee,  to  destroy  that  and  the  wagon  bridge  across  the 
river,  and  then  to  follow  to  Louisville.  After  halting  a  few  hours  for 
dinner  and  to  repair  the  bridge  over  the  Ogeechee,  which  had  been 
partly  burned  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  we  crossed  the  river  and  encamped 
at  dark  two  miles  beyond,  on  the  east  side  of  Big  Creek,  on  a  high  hill 
overlooking  miles  of  the  country,  and  two  miles  and  a  half  south  of 
Louisville.  The  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Ogeechee  is  an  extensive 
swamj),  with  thi(*k,  tangled  growths.  These  swamps,  however,  have 
good  sandy  bottoms,  and  it  was  not  difficult  to  pass  through  them. 
The  distance  marched  Avas  ten  miles. 

December  1,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  my  division  leading,  following  the  road 
toward  IVIillen.  My  advance  was  preceded  by  the  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry.  Crossed  Big,  Dry,  Spring,  and  Baker’s  Creeks, 
])assing  through  the  cam])  of  Carlin’s  division,  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
west  of  Baker’s  Creek,  and  encamped  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Bark 
Camp  Creek.  The  country  i)assed  through  on  this  day’s  march  was 
very  swam])y,  although  the  roads  in  the  main  were  very  good.  The 
facilities  for  forage  were  not  as  ample  as  on  the  previous  days,  theplau- 
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tatioiis  being  comparatively  few,  and  although  these  few  bore  marks  of 
having  been  well  cultivated,  the  stock  and  provisions  had  been  mostly 
remoyed.  The  distance  traveled  was  thirteen  miles. 

December  2,  my  division,  still  retaining  the  advance,  moved  at  6  a. 
m.,  and  crossing  Bark  Camp  Creek  moved  easterly  in  the  direction  of 
Buck  Head  Creek,  which  I  reached  about  noon.  The  roads  traveled 
were  excellent,  following  the  course  of  a  low  dividing  ridge.  Passed 
but  few  plantations;  among  these  was  that  of  Doctor  Jones,  about  five 
miles  west  of  Buck  Head  Creek,  one  of  the  finest  in  this  part  of  Georgia. 
Upon  approaching  the  creek  I  found  a  number  of  rail  defenses,  which  had 
been  erected  a  few  days  previous  during  a  fight  between  the  cavalry  of 
Kilpatrick  and  Wheeler.  The  bridge  was  destroyed  and  the  enemy’s 
pickets  fired  upon  us  from  the  eastern  bank. .  These  were  soon  driven 
away  by  a  regiment  of  my  command,  and  the  bridge  was  reconstructed 
by  the  Michigan  Engineers.  I  crossed  it  with  my  advance  at  3  jn  m., 
and  encamped  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  in  the  vicinity  of  Buck  Head 
Church. 

December  3,  my  division  having  been  assigned  the  rear  of  the  corps 
did  not  leave  camp  until  11  a.  m.,  when  1  moved,  following  closely 
tlie  rear  of  the  Third  Division.  Colonel  Dustin’s  brigade,  of  that  divis¬ 
ion,  liaving  been  directed  to  report  to  me,  was  assigned  the  charge  of 
the  train  of  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  which  was  given  me  to  guard.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Kewkirk’s  battery  was  also  under  my  orders,  and  was  placed  in 
rear  of  my  Third  Brigade,  Avhich  followed  the  trains.  About  five  miles 
north  of  Milieu,  and  not  far  from  the  railroad,  there  is  a  prison-pen  or 
stockade  in  which  had  until  recently  been  confined  some  3,000  of  our 
soldiers.  The  stockade  was  about  800  feet  square,  and  inclosed  nearly 
fifteen  acres.  It  was  made  of  heavy  pine  logs,  rising  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
feet  above  the  ground ;  on  the  top  of  these  logs,  at  intervals  of  some  eighty 
yards  were  placed  sentry  boxes.  Inside  of  the  stockade, running  parallel 
to  it  at  a  distance  from  it  of  thirty  feet,  was  a  fence  of  light  scantling,  sup¬ 
ported  on  short  posts.  This  was  the  “dead  line.”  About  one- third  of 
the  area,  on  the  western  side,  was  occupied  with  a  crowd  of  irregular 
earthen  huts,  evidently  made  by  the  prisoners.  In  these  were  lying 
unburied  three  of  our  dead  soldiers,  who  were  buried  by  us.  Through 
the  eastern  part  of  the  pen  ran  a  ravine  with  a  stream  of  good  water. 
The  atmosphere  in  the  inclosure  was  foul  and  fetid.  A  short  distance 
outside  the  stockade  was  a  long  trench,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a 
board,  bearing  the  inscription,  “G50  buried  here.”  On  rising  ground  a 
short  distance  southeast  of  the  prison  were  two  fortsmot  yet  completed; 
southwest  of  this  stockade  was  a  smaller  one  in  process  of  construction. 
This  prison,  if  indeed  it  can  be  designated  as  such,  afibrded  convincing 
proofs  that  the  worst  accounts  of  the  sufferings  of  our  [)risoners  at  An- 
dersonville,  at  Americus,  and  Millen  were  by  no  means  exaggerated. 
I  crossed  the  railroad  about  three  miles  north  of  Millen.  Tlie  track  at 
the  crossing  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  ties  were  burning,  this  work 
having  been  performed  by  the  trooi)s  preceding.  A  short  distance 
beyond  the  creek  my  column  and  trains  became  involved  in  a  long 
and  almost  impassable  swamp.  To  add  to  the  difficulty  night  closed 
in  before  my  advance  had  crossed,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  labor 
and  only  by  the  united  efforts  of  myself,  officers,  and  troops  that  I  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  bringing  tlie  wagons  tlirough.  Encamped  for  the  night  within 
three  miles  of  Big  Horse  Creek,  the  advance  division  of  the  corps  being 
canqied  on  the  creek.  Tlie  rear  of  my  colnnin  did  not  reach  camii  until 
fi.3()  a.  m.  of  the  1th.  The  distance  marched  during  the  day  was  ten 
miles, 
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December  4,  moved  at  7.30  a.  m.,  still  in  rear  of  the  corps,  and  about 
noon  came  np  with  the  Third  Division  trains  in  park  on  the  western 
side  of  Crooked  Kun.  The  eastern  side  of  this  stream  presents  an 
extensive,  level,  swampy  tract  of  land,  across  Avhich  trains  could  not 
pass  until  the  roads  were  corduroyed.  I  found  the  Michigan  Engineers 
engaged  at  this  work.  The  last  of  the  Third  Division  train  crossed  at 
dark.  I  then  crossed  my  command,  and  by  11.30  p.  m.  had  encamped 
them  about  one  mile  east  of  the  creek,  leaving  Jones’  brigade  in  camp  on 
the  other  side.  The  weather  continued  fine,  country  poor,  roads  good, 
excepting  through  the  large  swamps  at  Big  Horse  Creek  and  Crooked 
Kun.  Distance  to-day,  four  miles. 

December  5,  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.  Crossed  during  the  day  Little 
Horse  Creek,  south  fork  of  Little  Ogeechee,  and  Little  Ogeechee,  de¬ 
stroying  all  the  bridges  after  crossing.  Much  of  the  route  to-day  was 
through  swamps,  which  had  to  be  corduroyed  for  my  trains.  At  the 
south  fork  of  the  Little  Ogeechee  I  destroyed  a  large  saw-mill.  Here 
we  heard  what  the  inhabitants  stated  to  be  cannon  in  Charleston  Har¬ 
bor,  about  100  miles  distant.  Weather  pleasant;  country  poor.  Dis¬ 
tance  to-day,  twelve  miles. 

December  6,  moved  at  8  a.  m.,  being  the  second  division  in  line  of 
march ;  was  obliged  to  halt  twice  during  the  forenoon  for  the  trains 
preceding  to  moA'^e  out  of  my  way.  After  having  moved  my  command, 
advanced  a  mile  and  found  all  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division  parked 
and  AA^aiting  for  a  long  swamp  to  be  corduroyed.  1  found  but  a  feAV  men 
working  on  the  road,  and  immediately  set  a  portion  of  my  command  at 
work,  giAung  my  personal  superintendence  until  it  Avas  finished  at  dark. 
The  Third  Division  trains  then  crossed,  followed  by  my  entire  command. 
Crossed  another  smaller  swamp  a  short  distance  beyond,  and  encamped 
my  division  on  good,  dry  ground.  The  country  was  better  than  usual 
along  the  route  to-day,  and  foraging  parties  Avere  quite  successful. 
Weather  warm  and  pleasant.  Distance,  seven  miles. 

December  7,  the  forenoon  was  rainy.  Moved  at  7  a.  m.  and  passed 
through  a  succession  of  terrible  SAvamps,  the  surface  crust  of  which  in 
many  places  would  not  bear  up  either  man  or  horse.  I  distributed  my 
entire  division  along  the  trains,  so  that  each  brigade,  regiment,  and 
company  had  its  specified  number  of  teams  to  bring  through.  With 
this  arrangement,  under  the  personal  superintendence  and  efforts  of 
myself,  my  brigade  commanders,  and  my  staff,  but  little  delay  Avas 
allowed  to  occur,  although  so  bad  were  the  roads  that  at  one  time  I 
counted  twenty-four  loaded  Avagons  sunk  to  the  wagon-beds.  Mules  in 
some  places  Avent  in  nearly  out  of  sight.  But  the  trains  Averekept  quite 
AA^ell  closed  up  through  all  these  difficulties.  Twice  during  the  forenoon 
1  halted  and  massed  my  troops  and  trains  until  those  preceding  me 
moved  on.  As  aa^c  ai)proached  Turkey  Creek  the  road  improved.  About 

1  p.  m.  the  rain  ceased  and  the  sun  shone  out  Avarm  and  pleasant.  At 

2  p.  m.  reached  Turkey  Creek,  quite  a  Avide,  fordable  stream,  Avith  good 
bottom.  Across  tliis  creek  the  corps  pioneers  had  constructed  a  bridge 
for  the  troops,  after  cutting  away  a  quantity  of  timber  Avhich  had  been 
felled  to  hinder  our  progress.  By  5  p.  m.  tlie  divisions  preceding  had 
finished  crossing.  I  then  crossed  my  command,  moved  three  miles  for- 
Avard  on  an  excellent  road,  and  encamped  within  half  a  mile  of  Spring- 
field.  Distance,  fifteen  miles. 

December  8,  received  orders  to  march  in  advance  of  the  corps 
toAvard  Monteith,  leaving  my  trains  under  guard  of  the  Third 
l>i vision.  Moved  at  6  a.  m.  on  a  road  running  south  by  east  from 
Springfield.  After  folloAving  this  road  six  miles  was  ordered  to 
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take  a  small  road  branching  otf  to  the  right,  with  a  view  oY  finding 
some  middle  road  to  Monteith.  Follow^ed  this  road,  general  direction 
west  by  south,  for  seven  miles,  and  encamped  in  the  woods  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  Louisville  road,  on  which  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  was  then  moving.  The  looked-for  middle  road  was  not  found 
to-day.  The  roads  were  generally  fair,  although  we  crossed  several 
small  swamps.  In  them  we  found  timber  felled  across  tlie  road.  This 
was  removed  by  our  pioneers,  without  delaying  the  march  more  than 
thirty  minutes  at  any  one  time.  Most  of  our  route  to-day  was  through 
pine  forests.  We  passed  a  number  of  plantation  houses  in  these  for¬ 
ests,  and  quite  a  large  supply  of  potatoes,  sugar  cane,  fodder,  mutton, 
and  poultry  was  obtained.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  swamp  water 
through  this  region  is  excellent  for  drinking  purposes,  being  much 
superior  to  the  well  water.  Weather  to-day  pleasant.  Distance,  thir¬ 
teen  miles. 

December  9,  moved  at  8.30  a.  m.,  following  the  First  Division. 
At  Zion  Church  we  struck  the  Louisville  road,  and  there  turned  to 
the  left  on  the  main  road  running  due  east  to  Monteith  Station.  At 
Monteith  Swamp,  five  miles  west  of  the  station,  we  found  the  most 
extensive  obstructions  yet  met  .with.  The  swamp  is  a  very  large 
one,  about  two  miles  wide  where  the  road  crosses  it.  Throughout 
this  two  miles  of  crossing  the  enemy  had  felled  great  quantities  of 
timber,  and  at  the  eastern  side  of  the  swamp  had  erected  two  small 
redoubts  with  flanking  rifle-pits.  In  these  works  they  had  two  pieces 
of  light  artillery,  supported  by  a  small  force  of  infantry.  The  artillery 
was  so  posted  as  to  rake  the  road  running  through  the  swamp.  While 
the  division  preceding  me  was  engaged  in  movements  for  the  dispersion 
or  capture  of  the  force  opposing  us,  my  command  was  halted  and  massed 
at  the  western  side  of  the  swamp.  lieceiving  orders  to  that  effect,  I 
sent  Jones’  brigade  rapidly  forward  to  support  Carman’s  brigade,  of 
the  First  Division,  which  was  working  its  way  through  to  our  right  of 
the  enemy’s  position.  The  services  of  this  brigade  were  afterward  found 
not  to  be  required.  At  dusk  my  command  was  encamped  on  good,  dry 
ground  between  the  two  i)ortions  of  Monteith  Swamp.  Weather  to¬ 
day  was  finej  roads  were  excellent.  Distance,  six  miles. 

SIEGE  OF  SAVANNAH. 

December  10,  order  of  march  in  the  corps  to-day :  First,  Tliird,  and  Sec¬ 
ond  Divisions,  the  trains  of  the  entire  corps  being  guarded  by  my  troops. 
My  command  moved  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  direct  road  to  Monteith  Sta¬ 
tion.  This  road  is  broad,  solid,  and  perfectly  level.  We  passed  the 
two  redoubts  captured  last  evening,  and  reached  Monteith  Station,  on 
the  Charleston  railroad,  ten  miles  from  Savannah,  at  noon.  Here  the 
troops  preceding  me  had  destroyed  considerable  of  the  track.  Having 
nooned,  I  moved  toward  Savannah  on  the  Augusta  road,  the  advance 
of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  coming  in  on  that  road  and  reaching  Monteith 
as  I  left  it.  The  advance  of  our  corps  having  found  the  enemy  behind 
their  fortifications  about  three  miles  from  Savannah,  I  received  orders 
to  encamp  for  the  night  near  the  Five-Mile  Post.  The  trains  came  for¬ 
ward  and  parked  in  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  the  troops.  Distance 
to-day,  ten  miles. 

December  11,  at  7  a.  m.  Barnunfs  brigade  was  sent  to  recon- 
noiter  between  the  Augusta  road  and  Savannah  Fiver,  to  ascer¬ 
tain  exactly  the  enemy’s  position  in  that  direction.  The  duty  was 
quickly  performed,  and  their  entir(‘  lim*  was  developed  to  the  river. 
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where  my  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy  from  an  advanced  work  into 
their  main  line,  capturing  a  few  prison ers.  At  10  a.  m.  my  other  bri¬ 
gades  were  brought  up  and  my  line  was  established  along  an  old  rice- 
held  dike — my  left  (Barnunfs  brigade)  resting  on  the  river-bank,  my 
right  (Pardee’s  brigade)  extending  toward  the  Augusta  road,  while 
Jones’  brigade  was  massed  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Barnum’s.  Toward 
night  the  left  of  the  First  Division  moved  forward  and  connected  with 
my  right.  Sloan’s  battery  reported  to  me  during  the  afternoon  and 
took  i)osition  on  the  river-bank  near  Jones’  brigade.  My  front  line 
was  concealed  by  the  woods,  with  the  exception  of  my  left,  which  lay 
in  open  ground  within  250  yards  of  a  large  work  on  the  river-bank  in 
which  the  enemy  had  seven  heavy  guns.  In  front  of  my  entire  line 
were  open  helds,  affording  a  full  view  of  the  iiitrenchments  held  by  the 
enemy.  Immediately  in  front  of  these  iiitrenchments  were  extensive 
rice  fields  flooded  with  water,  and  between  the  fields  in  my  front  and 
these  flooded  rice  fields  was  a  canal  twenty-five  feet  wide  and  five  or 
six  feet  deep,  which  also  was  filled  with  water.  The  sluice  gates  to 
these  fields  were  all  under  control  of  the  enemy,  as  was  also  the  mouth 
of  the  canal,  between  which  and  my  iiosition  was  the  large  advanced 
work  before  mentioned  as  being  in  front  of  my  left.  Besides  this  one 
the  enemy  had  in  my  front  three  other  works,  mounted  with  heavy 
guns,  in  their  main  line  across  the  flooded  rice  fields.  These  guns  all 
opened  upon  us,  keeping  up  a  steady  fire  throughout  the  day,  but 
causing  very  few  casualties,  No  reply  was  made  by  my  artillery,  but 
my  skirmishers  were  advanced  as  far  as  possible  and  annoyed  the 
enemy  considerably.  Opposite  my  left,  in  the  Savannah  River,  was  the 
upper  end  of  Hutchinson’s  Island,  which  extends  from  there  down 
opi)osite  the  lower  part  of  the  city  of  Savannah.  This  island  contains 
about  900  acres  in  rice  fields,  and  on  the  upper  end  of  it  is  a  large  rice 
mill.  A  great  number  of  negroes  had  been  left  there.  On  discovering 
our  troops  a  few  of  them  crossed  in  canoes.  Captain  Veale,  aide-de- 
camp  of  my  staff,  taking  one  of  these  canoes,  went  alone  to  the  island, 
and,  guided  by  a  negro,  walked  nearly  its  entire  length,  reconnoitered 
the  enemy’s  position  along  the  river,  and  returned  safely,  bringing 
valuable  information. 

December  12,  my  troops  strengthened  their  breast- works  during  the 
night  so  as  to  resist  the  enemy’s  heavy  shot.  A  steady  artillery  fire 
was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  all  day,  causing  a  few  casualties.  I  had 
Hutchinson’s  Island  reconnoitered  again,  but  found  only  a  few  of  the 
enemy’s  scouts  there. 

December  13,  the  usual  constant  artillery  fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
enemy,  their  gunners  improving  in  i)ractice.  They  had  posted  some 
sharpshooters  in  the  upper  story  of  a  house  near  their  advanced  fort 
on  the  river-bank.  These  sharpshooters  annoyed  the  left  of  our  line 
considerably.  Among  the  casualties  to-day  was  Lieutenant  Ahreets, 
adjutant  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  acting  assistant  inspector-general.  Twentieth  Corps,  who  was 
killed  instantly  by  a  shot  from  that  house  while  engaged  in  reconnoi- 
tering  our  lines.  Last  night  the  enemy  landed  some  troops  on  Hutchin¬ 
son’s  Island  and  captured  a  few  of  our  men  who  had  gone  there  for 
forage  and  sui)])lies.  To  prevent  such  a  recurrence  Major  Hoyt,  One 
hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  was  sent  to  the 
island  to  day  with  a  detachment  of  forty-seven  men  to  hold  the  upper 
part  of  it.  This  evening  he  was  re-enforced  with  100  men,  and  the 
whole  were  placed  under  tlie  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers.  A  sunken 
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battery  was  made  to-day  on  the  bank  of  tbe  river  near  Jones’  position, 
and  was  occupied  by  the  four  3-inch  rifled  guns  of  Sloan’s  battery. 
These  guns  commanded  the  approaches  up  and  down  the  river  j  also 
ranging  across  Hutchinson’s  Island  toward  the  South  Carolina  shore. 
The  supplies  of  food  and  forage  in  our  trains  being  mostly  exhausted, 
our  troops  were  now  subsisting  upon  fresh  beef,  coffee,  and  rice.  Large 
quantities  of  the  latter  had  been  obtained  upon  the  plantations  in  this 
vicinity,  and  a  large  rice  mill  on  the  Coleraine  plantation,  three  miles 
up  the  river  from  my  line,  was  kept  constantly  at  work.  Forage  for 
our  animals  was  obtained  from  iflce  straw  and  from  the  canebrakes. 
There  was  also  tolerable  grazing  in  the  woods.  An  advanced  line  of 
pits  for  my  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  was  constructed  to-night  in 
the  open  field,  within  plain  sight  of  all  parts  of  the  enemy’s  line  and 
within  good  musket-range  of  it. 

December  14.  heavy  and  persistent  artillery  firing  kept  up  all  day 
from  the  enemy’s  batteries.  The  majority  of  their  guns  Avere  32-pound¬ 
ers;  one  was  a  64-pounder,  and  there  were  a  few  light  field  pieces. 
Deceived  to-day  the  official  orders  announcing  the  capture  of  Fort 
McAllister  and  our  communication  with  the  fleet.  A  small  wagon 
train  from  my  command  was  sent  for  supplies.  At  10  a.  m.  one  of  the 
enemy’s  gun-boats  came  up  on  the  high  tide  in  Back  Eiver,  the  other  side 
of  Hutchinson’s  Island,  fired  several  shots  into  Jones’  camp,  and  with¬ 
drew.  The  practice  Avas  good,  causing  three  or  four  casualties. 

December  15,  the  usual  artillery  firing  from  the  enemy.  Tliey  ex¬ 
pended  an  immense  amount  of  ammunition  in  my  front,  averaging  over 
300  shots  per  day.  No  reply  Avas  made  except  by  my  sharpshooters, 
who  were  A-ery  active  and  accurate  in  their  fire,  causing  much  greater 
losses  to  the  enemy  than  were  produced  among  my  troops  by  their 
artillery  fire.  My  troops  were  kept  well  concealed,  and  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  enemy  to  make  any  correct  estimate  of  my  force.  De- 
ceiA^ed  to  day  New  York  papers  of  the  10th,  being  our  first  Northern 
news  since  leaving  Atlanta. 

December  16,  no  change  in  position  to-day.  The  usual  sharpshooting 
from  our  side  and  artillery  firing  from  the  enemy  was  kept  up.  It 
having  been  decided  to  place  some  heavy  guns  in  position  on  my  line, 
a  working  party  of  100  men  from  my  Second  Brigade  was  employed 
throughout  the  night  constructing  a  strong  lunette  near  the  left  of 
Barnum’s  line.  The  work  Avas  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain 
Schilling,  topographical  engineer  on  my  staff.  I  had  now  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  Jones’  brigade,  the  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  and  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  both  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  encamped  on  Hutchinson’s  Island,  and  so 
intrenched  as  to  hold  tlie  upper  part  of  it  against  any  force  the  enemy 
might  bring.  At  high  tide  daily  the  enemy’s  gun -boats  moved  up  in 
Back  Bh^er  and  shelled  these  regiments.  The  enemy’s  land  batteries 
also  turned  their  fire  in  that  direction  frequently.  Very  few  casualties 
occurred. 

December  17,  the  aa  ork  on  Fort  No.  1  (that  in  the  left  of  Barnum’s 
line)  progressed  so  far  last  night  that  my  details  Avere  Avorking  inside 
of  it  to-day,  being  protected  by  theheaA^y  parapet.  This  AA’ork  Avas  but 
250  yards  distant  from  the  advance  fort  on  the  enemy’s  right  and  could 
.  be  plainly  seen  by  them.  They  expended  both  artillery  and  musketry 
fire  on  it  all  daj^,  but  without  effect.  At  11  a.  m.  a  large  mail  arrived 
for  us  and  caused  uiiiA^ersal  rejoicing,  being  our  first  during  nearly  six 
Aveeks.  To-night  Avorking  details  from  my  First  Brigade  commenced 
constructing  Fort  No.  2,  to  be  a  large  lunette  for  heavy  guns  in  the 
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open  field  in  front  of  Pardee’s  left.  This  position  being  exposed  to  fire 
from  all  the  batteries  in  my  front,  the  work  upon  it  had  to  be  done 
quietly  and  at  night. 

December  18,  the  working  detail  on  Port  No.  2  continued  until  9  a. 
m.,  at  which  time  the  heavy  fog  lifted;  that  on  Fort  No.  1  worked  all 
day  inside  the  i)arapets.  All  the  roads  within  my  lines  and  to  the  rear 
were  corduroyed  to-day.  The  usual  artillery  firing  continued  by  the 
enemy  during  the  day  and  also  throughout  the  night,  their  principal 
aim  being  to  prevent  our  men  from  working  on  the  forts,  in  which  they 
did  not  succeed.  To-night  a  working  detail  from  my  First  Brigade 
began  the  construction  of  Fort  No.  3  in  the  open  field  to  the  right  and 
in  advance  of  No.  2.  Details  from  the  Third  Brigade  continued  work¬ 
ing  on  the  latter  while  Fort  No.  1  was  being  finished  by  details  from 
the  Second  Brigade. 

_  December  19,  a  conference  of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders 
with  the.  general  commanding  the  corps  was  held  at  10  a.  m.  to-day, 
with  view  to  the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  storming  the  enemy’s  works  as 
soon  as  the  heavy  guns  should  be  in  readiness  to  open  fire.  Fort  No.  1 
was  finished  this  evening.  The  details  from  First  and  Third  Brigades 
continued  work  on  the  other  forts  during  the  night  under  a  heavy  artil¬ 
lery  tire  from  the  enemy.  Several  casualties  occurred,  among  them 
Major  Wright,  a  most  valuable  officer,  commanding  the  Twenty-ninth 
Ohio  Volunteers,  who  was  severely  wounded  by  a  shell.  Sloan’s  bat¬ 
tery  of  3-inch  rifled  guns  had  already  taken  position  in  a  work  thrown 
up  to  the  right  of  Fort  No.  3  and  in  the  open  field. 

December  20,  the  usual  artillery  firing  and  shaiq^shooting  to-d ay.  By 
this  evening  Ave  had  constructed  and  in  readiness  for  use  in  the  con¬ 
templated  assault  200  large  straw  fascines  to  fill  uj)  ditches  in  front  of 
the  enemy’s  works,  also  a  large  number  of  fascines  made  of  bamboo 
cane.  The  latter  were  to  be  used  for  bridging  tlie  canal  by  laying  them 
across  balks,  which  were  furnished  from  the  pontoon  train  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  The  Avork  on  Forts  2  and  3  was  well  advanced  to-day,  and  aa  ould 
probably  be  completed  to-night.  Three  siege  guns  (30-])ounder  Par¬ 
rotts)  Avere  brought  down  this  evening  and  mounted  in  Fort  No.  1.  I 
ascertained  this  morning  that  the  enemy  had  completed  a  pontoon 
bridge  from  Savannah  across  to  the  South  Carolina  shore,  and  notified 
the  general  commanding  corps  of  the  discovery.  This  bridge  was 
about  tAvo  miles  and  a  half  from  my  left.  The  usual  artillery  firing  aa  as 
kept  up  by  the  enemy  during  the  day  and  night.  During  the  night  I 
heard  the  movement  of  troops  and  Avagons  across  the  pontoon  bridge 
before  mentioned,  and  sent  a  report  of  the  fact  to  the  general  command¬ 
ing  corps.  Leaving  one  of  my  staff  to  Avatch  tlie  sounds  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,  I  notified  my  officer  of  the  day  and  brigade  commanders  to  keep  a 
vigilant  Avatchupon  the  enemy,  as  they  Avere])robably  evacuating.  The 
details  on  Forts  2  and  3  continued  Avorking  through  the  night,  the 
enemy  shelling  them  heavily. 

December  21,  after  3  o’clock  this  morning  the  firing  ceased,  and  my 
inckets  advancing  to  the  enemy’s  line  found  them  hastily  retreating. 
Having  possession  of  their  line  of  Avorks,  Avith  all  their  cannon  in  front 
of  my  own  and  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps,  1  immediately  sent  a 
staff'  officer  to  notify  the  general  commanding,  and  at  the  same  time 
])ushed  forward  rajudly  in  the  direction  of  Savannah,  lioi)ing  to  over¬ 
take  and  capture  a  part  of  the  enemy’s  forces.  My  skirmishers  deployed, 
and  SAvept  over  all  the  ground  betAveen  the  evacuated  Avorks  and  the 
Ogeechee  Canal  from  the  river  to  the  Augusta  road,  Avhile  my  main 
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body  of  troops  marclied  rapidly  by  the  flank  through  McAlpiu’s  plan¬ 
tation  to  the  Augusta  road  and  on  into  the  city.  Just  outside  of  the 
city  limits,  near  the  junction  of  the  Louisville  and  Augusta  roads,  I 
met  the  mayor  of  Savannah  and  a  delegation  from  the  board  of  aider- 
men,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce.  From  them  I  received,  in  the  name  of  my 
commanding  general,  the  surrender  of  the  city.  This  was  at  4.30  a.  m., 
and  I  sent  immediately  another  stafii*  ofticer  to  announce  the  surrender 
to  the  general  commanding  the  corps.  He  had  considerable  difficulty 
in  passing  the  line  of  another  division  of  this  corps  on  the  Augusta 
road,  but  finally  convinced  them  that  he  belonged  to  the  Twentieth 
Corps  and  not  to  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime  my  entire  division 
entered  the  city  of  Savannah  at  early  dawn,  and  before  the  sun  first 
gilded  the  morning  clouds  our  National  colors,  side  by  side  with  those 
of  my  own  division,  were  unfurled  from  the  dome  of  the  Exchange  and 
over  the  U.  S.  custom-house.  Barnum’s  brigade,  which  led  in  entering 
the  city,  was  at  once  ordered  to  patrol  it,  reduce  it  to  order  and  quiet, 
and  prevent  any  pillaging  or  lawlessness  on  the  part  either  of  soldiers 
or  citizens.  My  orders  on  the  subject  were  very  strict,  and  within  a  few 
hours  this  city,  in  which  I  had  found  a  lawless  mob  of  low  whites  and 
negroes  pillaging  and  setting  fire  to  property,  was  reduced  to  order; 
many  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  cotton,  ordnance,  and  commissary 
stores,  &c.,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  destroyed,  were  saved 
to  the  United  States  Government,  and  the  citizens  once  more  enjoyed 
security  under  the  protection  of  that  flag  which  again  waved  over  them, 
exactly  four  years  since  the  passage  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  of 
the  secession  act.  Two  regiments  from  Pardee’s  brigade,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  were 
sent  down  to  Fort  Jackson,  and  early  in  the  morning  had  possession  of 
it  and  all  the  intermediate  and  surrounding  works.  The  iron-jdated 
ram  Savannah,  which  lay  in  the  river  below  the  city,  threw  a  few  shells 
at  these  two  regiments  as  they  flung  the  Stars  aud  Stripes  to  the  breeze 
from  the  walls  of  Fort  Jackson.  All  the  other  gun-boats  of  the  enemy 
had  been  fired  by  them  and  burned  to  the  water’s  edge.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Left  Wing,  I  was  by  his  order 
placed  in  command  of  the  city.  Until  nearly  10  a.  m.  continued  firing 
was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Beaulieu,  and  supi)osing  that  a  portion 
of  the  enemy  might  still  be  south  of  us  I  kept  one  brigade  under  arms 
during  the  forenoon.  Three  rebel  flags  were  captured  by  my  command, 
which  will  be  duly  forwarded. 

The  following  table  will  exhibit  as  near  as  possible  the  amount  of 
public  property  taken  possession  of  by  my  command  on  tlie  morning  of 
the  21st  of  December : 


In 

enemy's 

front 

line. 

In  city  of 
Savannah. 

In  forts 
below  the 
city,  in¬ 
cluding 
Fort  .1  ack- 
son. 

Total. 

St6am-l)oats  . 

3 

3 

Ssf*Lnr>Tipr  .  .  .  .  .  . 

1 

1 

T  VP:.'*  .  . 

13 

13 

230 

230 

.  bales.. 

25,  000 

25,  000 

. 

Kice . 

. tierces. . 

4,000 

•  4, 000 

Coru . . 

. bushels . . 

2,  000 

2,  000 

Lumber . 

. .  fe(*t . . 

55,  000 

55,  000 

lleav'y  artillery . 

<> 

1 

88 

95 

Light  artillery . 

5 

1 

3 

9 

Muskets . 

479 

479 
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In 

enemy’s 

front 

line. 

In  city  of 
Savannah. 

i 

j  1 

In  forts 
below  the 
city,  in¬ 
cluding 
Fort  Jay¬ 
son. 

Total. 

Fixed  ammunition — 

2,  524 
44,  000 

7.600 

1.600 

31 

781 

6 

.  10 
14, 456 
5,619 
44 
360 
126 
100 
257 

440 
200 
2,  000 
940 
600 
125 
168 
447 
1,350 

H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

100 

35 

110 

402 

2,  926 
44, 000 
11,543 
1,650 

31 

781 

6 

10 

14, 456 

5,  619 
44 
360 
126 
100 
257 

440 

200 

2,000 

940 

600 

125 

168 

447 

1,350 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

100 

35 

110 

do _ 

4,483 

50 

Other  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores — 

.do.... 

' 

Cartridge-boxes —  [ 

boxes . 

.kegs . 

T.jniin  oil _  _  _  _  _  . 

-cana.-  _ 

Parrot,  nil  _ lia,i'rola,_ 

Tar . . . 

.cans..' . 

Pone  _  .  ^  _ . _ 

coils..' 

Soft  solder .  . . . nonnds. . _ _ _ 

Ootton  twine  .  _  ... _  .  _  ..  _  . 

do _ 

Lanterns  . 

Foninments  /artillervl  a _ _ _  _ _ 

Mattinor/)  - _  -  --  _  _ 

AVbite  twilled  tlannel . 

.bales. . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Zinc _ _ _ 

.enaea . _ 

(inn  stocks  in  roiiphc _  _  _ 

Nails . 

.kegs. . 

38 

500 

4 

50 

7 

1,400 
850 
100 
7,  500 
1,010 

38 

500 

4 

50* 

7 

1 , 400 
850 
100 

7,  500 
1,010 

Flints _ 

hovea  _ 

Sabers  (artillervi _ _ _ _ 

Koller  buckles _ 

orroaa. . 

White  cartridge-paper . quires.. 

Brown  cartridge-paper . reams.. 

Horse  bnisbes _ _  . 

(Airry  combs .  . 

Kolls . 

F’rictiou  tubes . 

Priming  tubes . 

Aj)])en(lage8,  small -arms  b . 

Powder  liaska _ 

100 

5,400 

123 

'  1. 000 
16 
342 
500 

100 

5,  400 
123 
1,000 
16 
342 
500 

Slow  match . < 

Sensitive  tubes _ _ _  _ 

1  feet . . . 

>  coils . . 

Horseshoe  nails . pounds 

Friction  primers . . . 

Bullet  molds . 

Appendages,  artillery  a . 

Tarred  links . . . 

'  1,500 

1,  200 
2,  060 

1 

50 

15 

10 

1,500 

1,200 

2,  060 

1 

50 

15 

10 

Fuse,  artillerv  aniTiinnition _ _  _ 

VVTanniiifr  na.ner  .  _ 

Ax  helves . 

vSpades . 

Picks . : .  .  .. 

Buckles,  rinsrs.  h. _ _ 

Hemn  twine _ _  _ 

1 

140 

580 

700 

1 

140 

580 

700 

Bayonets . 

Signal  rockets . 

Hand  spikes,  artillery . 

a  Number  and  names  uuknown. 

Large  <iuantities. 
c  Several  limidred. 
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I  submit  the  following  estimate  of  property  and  supplies  appropri¬ 
ated  or  destroyed  by  my  command  during  tlie  march  from  Atlanta  to  * 
Savannali : 


Taken  for  use : 

Taken  for  use : 

Horses . 

84 

Potatoes . 

- . .  bushels . . 

2,000 

Mules . . 

267 

.  Meal . 

. sacks.. 

250 

Corn . . 

- pounds.. 

299.  421 

Salt . 

- barrels.. 

10 

Corn  fodder  . . . 

. do-... 

262;  000 

Destroyed : 

'  Rice  fodder. .. . 

. do _ 

88,  000 

Cotton  bales  . . . 

2,  700 

Beef-cattle _ 

. head . . 

700 

Cotton  gins  and  mills . 

50 

Bacon . 

3,  700 

Flour  mills . 

11 

Sugar  . 

. do _ 

1,  000 

Saw-mills . 

14 

Molasses . . 

_ gallons .  - 

1,000 

Factories . 

3 

The  amounts  of  articles  of  forage  and  subsistence  given  above  are 
those  given  in  the  returns  of  my  quartermaster  and  commissary.  In 
addition  to  these  amounts,  there  was  doubtless  as  much  more  of  all 
such  articles  taken  by  the  division  for  use  of  the  men  and  animals,  who 
subsisted  bounteously  on  the  country  passed  through. 

liaih'oad  destroyed. 


Miles. 


On  East  Point  Railroad . 7 

Between  Atlanta  and  Chattahoochee  . .  2^ 

Between  Social  Circle  and  Madison .  1 

Between  Madison  and  Oconee .  5 

Between  Milledgeville  and  Gordon .  2 

Between  Tennille  and  Davishorough .  9 

Total .  26i 


Kailroad  bridges  across  the  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee,  besides  a  large 
number  of  small  bridges,  trestle,  water-tanks,  &c.;  also  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  new  ties,  railroad  timbers,  cord  wood,  &c. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  casualties  and  losses  in  my  com¬ 
mand  during  the  entire  campaign: 


During  the  j 
march. 

During  siege  of 
Savannah. 

o 

c; 

£ 

O 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Killed  .  . 

1 

5 

8 

53 

9 

W^ounded  . 

1 

\T  o*  . 

Total . 

38 

6 

70 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  must  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the 
officers  and  men  whom  1  have  so  long  commanded,  and  whose  conduct 
and  general  discipline  on  this  campaign  were  worthy  of  their  past  well- 
earned  reputation. 

I  desire  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  composing  my  staff, 
departmental  and  personal.  Some  deserve  special  mention  for  their 
efficiency  and  uniform  attention  to  duty.  To  Capt.  W.  T.  Forbes, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  I  am  especially  indebted  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  every  duty  devolving  upon  him.  1  must  also  commend 
Capt.  Eugene  Schilling,  my  topographical  engineer,  for  his  general 
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industry  and  ability,  and  especially  for  bis  energy  and  faithfulness 
while  laying  out  and  superintending  the  ere(dion  of  forts  under  the 
enemy’s  guns  during  the  siege  of  Savannah. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral^  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 


No.  99. 

Report  of  Col.  Ario  Pardee^  jr..,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Infantry j  commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah.;  Ga.,  December  25^  1864. 

Captain:* 

Tuesday,  November  15,  at  7  a.  m.  the  camp  of  the  brigade  was 
vacated  and  the  command  marched  to  near  Stone  Mountain,  Ga.,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  road  taken  was  that  leading  through 
Decatur ;  distance  marched,  thirteen  miles.  Early  on  the  morning  of  No¬ 
vember  16  the  march  was  resumed.  The  position  of  the  brigade  was  the 
third  in  line,  the  division  being  in  the  advance,  and  having  the  trains  of 
the  division  and  the  supply  and  headquarters  teamsof  the  corps  and  w  ing 
in  charge,  was  distributed  among  the  wagons,  each  regiment  having  a 
certain  number  to  guard  and  assist  in  the  passage  of  obstacles.  Yel¬ 
low  River  was  crossed  at  Rock  Bridge.  From  this  place  the  road  lead¬ 
ing  through  Sheffield  was  taken,  near  which  place  we  encamped  for  the 
night;  distance  marched,  twelve  miles.  November  17,  this  day  we 
marched  through  Sheffield  and  camped  near  Social  Circle,  a  distance  of 
about  eighteen  miles.  November  18,  marched  at  5  a.  m.,  the  brigade 
being  in  advance,  and  passed  through  Social  Circle  and  Rutledge.  At 
the  last-named  place  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col. 
John  Flynn,  was  temiiorarily  detached  from  the  column  to  destroy  the 
depot  and  warehouses  belonging  to  the  railroad  company,  as  well  as  to 
tear  uji  the  track  and  bend  the  rails  near  these  buildings,  all  of  which 
was  effectually  accomplished.  This  night  we  camped  near  Madison, 
having  marched  about  eighteen  miles. 

November  19,  the  command  moved  at  5  a.  m.  All  the  trains  were 
left  behind,  with  a  sufficient  guard  of  men  unable  to  make  a  rapid  march, 
to  proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the  corps.  We  marched  to  Blue 
Spring,  near  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Oconee  River,  at  which  point 
a  considerable  distance  of  the  railroad  was  destroyed  by  burning  the 
ties  and  bending  and  twisting  the  rails;  distance  marched,  fifteen  miles. 
November  20,  from  Blue  Spring  we  moved  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
Oconee  River  to  Parks’  Ferry,  and  from  thence  to  Philadelphia  Church. 
November  20  and  21,  to  near  Dennis  Station,  at  which  point  we  struck 
the  railroad  leading  from  Milledgeville  to  Fatonton.  From  this  point 
we  inarched  (November  22)  along  the  railroad  to  Little  River,  and  from 
there  to  Milledgeville,  through  which  we  passed  and  went  into  camp 
on  the  east  side  of  tlie  Oconee  River.  November  25,  the  brigade  re¬ 
mained  in  camp  this  day.  November  24,  the  command  moved  at  7  a.  m. 

*For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  670. 
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ill  a  soutlieasterly  direction,  on  the  road  leading  to  Hebron,  and  went 
into  cainp  near  Gum  Creek  for  the  night;  distance  inarched,  fourteen 
miles.  November  25,  we  crossed  Gum  Creek  at  7  a.  m.,  and  passed 
through  Hebron,  taking  the  road  to  Sandersville.  On  reaching  Buffalo 
Creek  Swamp  the  bridges  -were  found  to  be  destroyed.  The  construc¬ 
tion  of  these  detained  the  column  until  5  p.  m.,  when  it  went  into  camp 
on  the  east  side  of  the  creek.  November  26,  the  brigade  moved  at  day¬ 
light  and  marched  to  Sandersville,  and  from  there  to  Tennille,  a  station 
on  the  Central  railroad.  Near  this  place  we  commenced  tearing  up 
the  track  and  destroying  it  by  burning  the  ties  and  bending,  breaking, 
and  twisting  the  rails;  distance  marched,  fifteen  miles.  November  27, 
tills  day  the  brigade,  in  comjiany  with  the  balance  of  the  division,  were 
engaged  in  destroying  the  railroad.  Two  trestle  bridges,  each  about 
seventy-five  feet  long,  were  burned,  and  the  ties  and  rails  for  a  mile  and 
a  half  effectually  destroyed.  The  camp  for  the  night  was  at  Davis- 
borough.  November  28,  this  day  was  spent  in  destroying  the  railroad 
between  Davisborough  and  Tennille;  two  miles  and  a  half  of  track 
and  500  feet  of  trestle-work  were  burned.  November  29,  marched  from 
Davisborough  to  Spiers  Station,  and  from  thence  parallel  with  the  rail¬ 
road  to  near  New  Bethel,  making  in  all  a  distance  of  twenty-one  miles. 
November  30,  marched  to  near  Louisville,  ten  miles. 

December  1,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  taking  the  direct  road  to  Milieu,  and 
camped  for  the  night  at  Bark  Camp  Creek;  distance  marched,  fourteen 
miles.  December  2,  the  march  was  resumed  at  daylight,  and  was  unin¬ 
terrupted  until  Buck  Head  Creek  was  reached.  The  bridge  over  this 
place  was  partially  destroyed,  aud  a  few  of  tlie  enemy’s  cavalry  were  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp.  Major  Wright,  commanding  Twenty- 
iiiuth  Ohio  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  cross  the  creek  Avith  his  regi¬ 
ment  and  drive  and  keep  away  this  force,  which  was  accomplished 
without  loss.  The  command  encamped  for  the  night  near  Buck  Head 
Church;  distance  marched,  eight  miles.  December  3,  the  troops  of 
the  brigade  were  to-day  in  rear  of  tlie  Avagon  trains  of  the  division,  in 
which  were  included  the  trains  of  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  com¬ 
mand,  and  did  not  march  from  the  camp  of  the  preceding  night  until  1 
1).  m.  The  roads  were  in  a  horrible  condition,  passing  as  they  did 
through  numerous  swamx)s  aud  across  many  unbridged  streams.  The 
progress  of  the  trains  was  exceedingly  sIoav  in  consequence.  The  bri¬ 
gade  reached  the  camp  of  the  division,  three  miles  and  a  half  from 
Horse  Creek,  at  6.30  a.  m.  December  4 ;  distance  marched,  four¬ 
teen  miles.  December  4,  marched  at  9  a.m.;  during  the  day  Horse 
Creek  and  Crooked  Creek  AA^ere  crossed;  distance  marched,  ten  miles. 
December  5,  the  distance  marched  this  day  was  fifteen  miles.  The 
roads,  as  had  been  the  case  for  several  days  past,  Avere  over  plains  of  a 
sandy  soil,  well  timbered  (pine),  and  crossed  numerous  small  streams 
and  marshes.  The  Little  Ogeechee  Biver  Avas  crossed  this  day.  De(;em- 
ber  6,  nothing  of  any  si)ecial  importance  trans])ired  to-day.  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  oAvingto  the  exceedingly  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  the  troops 
of  the  brigade  Avere  distributed  along  the  train,  and  rendered  material 
assistance  in  pushing  them  along.  Tdie  camj)  for  the  night  Avas  near 
►Springfield,  and  the  distance  inarched  about  tweh^e  miles.  December 
8,  the  command  moved  at  daylight,  crossing  Jack’s  Creek,  and  pass¬ 
ing  through  Siiringlield,  in  tlie  direction  of  JMonteith.  December  9 
and  10,  these  two  days  Avere  occnjiied  in  marching  to  a  point  on  the 
Augusta  road,  Ih^e  miles  from  Savannah,  Ga.  December  11,  at  9 
a.  111.  the  brigade  marched  to  the  bank  of  Savannah  Biver,  opposite 
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Hutchinson’s  Island,  and  went  into  position  in  rear  of  the  Third  Bri¬ 
gade,  Second  Division,  there  skirmishing’  slightly  with  the  enemy.  In 
this  position  it  remainexl  until  3  p.  m.,  when,  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  the  general  commanding  division,  it  was  placed  in  position  on  the 
right  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  relieved  tbe  troops  of  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps.  At  1  a.  m.  December  12,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  the  brigade  was  placed  under  arms,  and  afterward 
formed  in  line  in  rear  of  the  Third  Brigade,  to  await  the  movement. 
The  orders  from  the  general  commanding  division  were  for  me  to  occupy 
the  position  of  the  Third  Brigade  when  it  moved  out,  it  being  under¬ 
stood  that  these  troops  were  to  assault  the  works  of  the  enemy  at  2.30  a.m., 
and  then  report  to  him  for  further  instructions.  At  4.30  a.  m.  I  received, 
through  Captain  Lambert,  orders  from  the  general  commanding  division 
to  withdraw  my  command  and  march  it  to  its  original  position,  the 
assault  having  been  postponed.  December  12  to  December  20,  inclusive, 
the  command  remained  in  the  position  previously  mentioned.  A  sub¬ 
stantial  line  of  works  was  thrown  up  for  the  protection  of  the  command 
from  the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  two  forts,  with 
thirteen  embrasures  in  the  aggregate,  were  constructed  by  the  com¬ 
mand.  The  working  parties  on  Fort  ]S^o.  2  were  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Kreider,  Onehundred  and  forty- seventh  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers,  and  those  on  Fort  No.  3  under  command  of  Capt.  E.  B.  Woodbury, 
Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers.  Both  these  officers  and  the  men  under 
their  command  are  deserving  of  praise  for  the  energy  and  perseverance 
nmnifested  in  the  prosecution  ot  the  duty  assigned  them.  December 
21,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  their  position  the  night  previous,  their 
works  were  occupied  at  an  early  hour  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  division, 
and  by  sunrise  the  city  of  Savannah  was  entered  and  occupied,  this 
brigade  being  the  second  in  line  in  the  advance  into  the  city.  Soon 
after  reaching  the  city  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Ohio  Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Col.  John  Flynn,  Twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  were,  by  order  of  the  general  com¬ 
manding  division,  through  Captain  Veale,  aide-de-camp,  dispatched  to 
occupy  Fort  Jackson  and  the  smaller  forts  and  batteries  near  it.  The 
possession  of  the  fort  and  other  works  was  gained  without  resistance. 
The  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirkup  commanding, 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  arsenal  on  President  street.  With  the 
remainder  of  the  command  I  took  possession  of  the  U.  S.  barracks. 
Attached  to  this  report  please  find  inventories  of  ordnance,  and  ord¬ 
nance  stores  found  at  each  of  those  places.* 

1  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  also  to  the  statements  of  the 
brigade  quartermaster  and  brigade  commissary,  and  would  respectfully 
state  that  tlie  forage  and  subsistence  taken  by  the  troops  at  halts  and 
camps  do  not  enter  into  these  estimates.t  The  supply  trains  are  in  much 
better  condition  than  they  were  on  leaving  Atlanta,  notwithstanding 
the  long  and  tedious  march  over  roads  which  at  times  seemed  almost 
impassable.  The  rations,  owing  to  judgment  exercised  by  Lieut. 
iSamuel  D.  Conner  in  their  issue,  lasted  until  the  night  of  the  15th 
instant.  He  is  deserving  of  especial  credit  for  the  systematic  manner 
in  which  he  secured  su]q)lies,  and  for  their  equitable  distribution  to  the 
troops  of  the  command. 


*  Embodied  in  Geary’s  report,  p.  280. 

tTliese  statements  show  250  head  beef  cattle,  65  head  slieej),  2,000  pounds  bacon, 
600  l)ushel8  sweet  })otatoes,  6  l)arrel8  salt,  2  barrels  molasses,  250  sacks  corn  meal, 
1  horses,  30  ninles,  58,425  pounds  corn,  and  84,000  pounds  fodder. 
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The  pioneer  corps,  under  command  of  Captain  Hedges,  rendered 
valuable  service  in  the  construction  of  bridges  and  the  repair  of  roads, 
and  especial  thanks  are  due  them  for  the  part  taken  in  the  construction 
of  the  forts  to  which  allusion  has  been  made. 

To  the  regimental  commanders  I  tender  my  thanks  for  the  strict 
obedience  to  orders,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  regulations  prescribed 
in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  march,  and  especially  are  they  due  to 
Maj.  M.  T.  Wright,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers,  who  was  seriously 
wounded  while  supervising  the  working  i3arties  on  the  forts,  for  the 
promptitude  exhibited  by  him  in  the  execution  of  all  orders,  and  his 
strict  attention  to  the  duties  incumbent  on  him  throughout  the  entire 
campaign. 

To  Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  j  to  Capt. 

J.  W.  Watkins,  acting  assistant  inspector-general j  to  Surg.  William 

K.  Longshore,  chief  surgeon  of  brigade;  and  to  Lieut.  0.  W.  Kellogg, 
acting  aide-de-camp,  my  especial  thanks  are  due  for  their  devotion  to 
their  duty,  and  for  the  creditable  manner  in  which  their  several  depart¬ 
ments  were  conducted. 

Accompanying  this  please  find  the  reports  of  the  regimental  com¬ 
manders,  to  which  your  attention  is  respectfully  called,  as  well' as  to 
the  list  of  casualties,  which  is  hereunto  annexed.* 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

AKIO  PAKDEE,  Jr., 

Colonel  li7th  Pennsylvania  Vols.^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  W.  T.  Forbes, 

Assistant  Adjuta^it-  General. 


No.  100. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Kirkiq),  Fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

iSaranuah,  Ga.^  December  ^6‘,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  official  report  of  operations  of 
the  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  from  September  2,  1804,  to  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1864: 

The  regiment  entered  the  city  of  Atlanta,  (la.,  on  the  4th  day  of 
September,  1804,  and  went  into  camp.  Tlie  months  of  September  and 
October  were  occupied  in  building  defenses  around  the  city  and  doing 
garrison  duty. 

On  the  9th  day  of  November  the  regiment  was  ordered  into  the  works 
to  assist  in  repulsing  an  attack  made  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  On  the 
13th  day  of  November  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  at  brigade 
headciuarters,  and  then  marched  out  to  assist  in  destroying  the  Atlanta 
and  (lhattanooga  Pailroad.  On  the  15th  day  of  November  the  reg¬ 
iment  broke  cam})  and  marched  out  on  the  road  leading  to  Decatur, 
Ga.  Nothing  of  importance  took  place  until  the  18th  instant,  when 
the  regiment  halted  and  stacked  arms  and  assisted  in  destroying  the 
railroad  near  Putledge,  Ga.,  and  on  the  19th,  when  near  Parks’  Ferry, 
went  into  camp  and  destroyed  the  railroad.  On  the  22d  we  crossed 
the  Oconee  Kiver  and  jiasscd  throngli  llilledgeville,  Ga.,  the  capital  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  camped  outside  tlie  city,  where  we  remained 

“  Nominal  lidt  (here  omitted)  sIioavs  3  enlisted  men  killed;  1  commissioned  officer 
and  8  enlisted  men  wounded. 
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until  the  24th,  when  we  again  resumed  the  march,  and  entered  Sanders- 
ville,  Ga.,  on  the  26th  instant,  and  marched  to  Tennille  Station,  on 
Central  railroad;  there  we  assisted  in  destroying  the  railroad  and 
camped  for  the  night.  On  the  27th  instant  we  continued  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  road  until  3  p.  m.,  when  we  marched  to  Waynesborough  and 
camped  for  the  night.  On  the  28th  instant  we  marcned  back  toward 
Tennille  and  destroyed  the  railroad  as  we  went,  and  then  marched  back 
to  Waynesborough  and  camped  for  the  night. 

On  the  1st  of  December  we  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Kiver,  and  contin¬ 
ued  our  march  without  interruption  until  the  10th,  when  we  arrived  in 
camp  near  Savannah,  Ga.  On  the  11th  we  moved  into  line,  left  in  front, 
and  near  the  Savannah  Eiver.  At  3  p.  m.  we  moved  out  and  took  posi¬ 
tion  on  a  road  leading  to  the  Savannah  Eiver,  where  we  remained, 
doing  skirmish  duty  and  erecting  field-works,  until  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fall  in  and  moved  into  the  city  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga.,  the  enemy  having  evacuated.  We  were  then  put  on  guard 
over  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in  park  and  arsenal  which  were 
left  by  the  enemy,  and  an  inventory  taken. 

Sir,  respectfully  submitted. 

EOBEET  KIEKUP, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg.  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infa7itry. 

Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen..,  1st  Brig.^  2d  JMv.^  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  101. 

Report  of  Maj.  Mynm  T.  Wright j  Twenty -ninth  Ohio  Infantry^  of 
operatio7is  Nove^nher  15-Decemher  19. 

Hdqrs.  Taventy-ninth  Eegt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

^^avannah,  Ga.,  Deeeinber  28^  1864. 

Lieutenant  :* 

15th  [November],  broke  uj)  camp  at  6.30;  marched  slowly;  stopped  at 
Decatur  for  dinner,  then  marched  in  the  direction  of  Stone  Mountain; 
reached  the  base  of  Stone  Mountain  at  11  p.  m.  and  encamped  for  the 
night;  Twenty-ninth  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  16th,  marched 
at  0  a.  m.  in  between  portions  of  the  train;  crossed  Yellow  Eiver,  and 
encamped  for  the  night  at  8  p.  m.  17th,  marched  at  5  a.  m. ;  camped  near 
Social  Circle  at  5  p.  m.  for  the  night.  18tli,  marched  about  nine  miles 
in  forenoon,  stoi)i)ing  often  to  tear  uj)  the  railroad  track ;  went  into  camp 
near  iMadison  at  5  }>.  m.  19th,  broke  camp  at  5  a.  m;  Twenty- ninth, 
rear  guard  of  division;  marched  until  4  p.  m.  and  camped  for  tlie  night 
near  Barks’  IMill.  2()tli,  marched  about  seven  miles;  camped  near  Dun¬ 
ham’s.  21st,  marched  at  6.30  a.  m.;  halted  at  4.30  p.  m.  for  the  night. 
22d,  moved  at  7.30  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  at  9  p.  in., 
and  (;amped  about  three  miles  south  of  town.  23d,  remained  in  camp; 
Twenty-ninth  went  on  iiicket  at  4  ]>.  ni.  24th,  moved  at  7  a.  m. ; 
Twenty-ninth  (lirst  battalion  of  First  Brigade)  marched  fifteen  miles 
and  camped  for  the  i  ight.  25th,  marched  at  8  a.  m. ;  Twenty-ninth  train 
guard;  arrived  at  Buffalo  Creek;  found  the  bridge  destroyed;  parked 


*  For  ])()rti()ii  of  report  (hero  omitted)  relating  to  oporatioii.s  jibout  Atlanta,  see 
Vol,  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  G71. 


288 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


the  train  and  stacked  arms  for  dinner;  remained  here  until  the  bridge 
was  repaired,  then  crossed  and  went  into  camp  for  the  night.  2Gth, 
moved  at  8  a.  m.  in  rear  of  the  train  ^  marched  slowly  until  1  p.  m. ;  arrived 
in  Sandersville ;  halted  for  dinner,  then  moved  to  Station  13 ;  took  the  rail¬ 
road  to  the  east,  tore  up  about  one  mile  and  a  half  of  track,  then  went 
into  camp  for  the  night  at  6  p.  m.;  marched  thirteen  miles.  27th,  was 
called  up  at  1.30  a.  m.  by  alarm;  remained  in  line  two  hours,  then  lay 
down  again;  marched  at  8  a.  m.;  commenced  tearing  up  track;  worked 
until  noon;  took  dinner  and  lay  quiet  untd  3  p.  m.,  then  inarched 
rapidly;  arrived  in  Davisborough  at 9.30  p.m.;  marched  about  thirteen 
miles.  28th,  moved  out  on  the  railroad  and  tore  up  track  until  5  p.  m.; 
marched  back  to  Davisborough  and  camped  near  our  old  camp.  29th, 
moved  at  7.30;  moved  in  a  southeasterly  direction  until  7  p.  m.,'an(l 
encamped  for  the  night  near  Bostwick.  30th,  marched  at  7 ;  crossed  the 
Ogeechee  liiver;  marched  about  six  miles  and  camped  for  the  night. 

December  l,movedat8a.m. ;  marched  until  dark  and  camped;  marched 
about  nineteen  miles.  2d,  marched  at  0  a.  m. ;  moved  briskly  until  12  m. ; 

halted  at - Creek  for  dinner ;  found  the  bridge  destroyed  and  enemy 

on  the  other  side.  Twenty-ninth  received  orders  to  drive  the  enemy 
out  of  reach  of  the  bridge  and  hold  the  ground;  fell  in,  loaded, 
and  moved  across;  moved  about  half  a  mile;  came  in  contact  with  the 
enemy  in  small  force;  deployed  three  companies  to  the  left  of  the  road; 
deployed  a  line  of  skirmishers  500  yards  to  left  of  woods,  the  right  rest¬ 
ing  in  woods  on  right  of  road;  also  sent  four  companies,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Capt.  Jonas  Schoonover,  to  cover  two  roads  leading  from  main 
road;  commenced  liring  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position; 
advanced  steadily  to  a  ridge  in  "open  field  about  one  mile  from  the 
bridge;  threw  up  some  works  and  extended  the  line  to  connect  with 
Captain  Schoonover;  here  waited  until  the  bridge  was  finished,  then 
joined  the  brigade  in  the  field  and  camped  for  the  night.  3d,  moved  at 
10  a.  m.  and  marched  all  day  and  night;  made  a  distance  of  ten  miles; 
camped  near  Milieu,  Ga.  4th,  moved  at  9  a.  m.;  marched  about  three 
miles;  halted  for  repairing  of  a  bridge;  moved  again  at  2.30  p.  m.; 
arrived  at  Big  Horse  Creek,  and  halted  for  trains  to  pass;  crossed  at 
8  and  camped  for  the  night.  5th,  ifioved  at  7  a.  m.;  Twenty-ninth  in 
charge  of  First  and  Third  Brigade  trains;  moved  fifteen  miles'and  went 
into  camp  at  5  p.  m.  6th,  moved  at  9;  lialted  for  supper  at  6  p.  m.; 
then  crossed  a  big  swamp  and  camiied  for  the  night.  7th,  marched  at 
7  a.  m.;  Twenty -ninth  assisted  the  trains;  crossed  Turkey  Creek  at 
dark;  camped  near  Springfield.  8th,  moved  at  7  a.  m. ;  marched  twelve 
miles  and  camped  for  the  night.  9th,  marched  at  9  a.  m;  took  dinner 
near  Eden;  went  into  camp  for  the  night  at  Walthour  [MonteitliJ 
Swamp.  10th,  received  orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Jones,  Second  Bri¬ 
gade;  joined  Second  Brigade  and  marched'back  to  the  train;  Twenty- 
ninth  took  position  on  the  same  grounds  where  we  got  dinner  on  the 
9th;  sent  a  company  forward  about  600  yards  for  i)icket;  moved  at  12 
m.;  Twenty-ninth  took  position  in  front  of  last  100  wagons;  marched 
very  briskly  until  6  p.  m.;  joined  First  Brigade  and  went  into  camp  for 
the  night.  1 1  th,  moved  at  10  a.  m. ;  Twenty-ninth  on  right  of  First  Bri¬ 
gade;  moved  to  the  Savannah  Kiver,  with  instructions  to  deploy  a  line 
connecting  with  Third  Brigade  on  the  right  and  extending  to  the  river, 
with  a  heavy  reserve  at  the  river;  found  Colonel  Barnum’s  line  rested 
on  it,  and  took  position  in  supporting  distau(^e  of  his  left;  followed  his 
skirmishers  in  line  of  battle  to  a  fence  about  700  yards  from  the  enemy’s 
works;  remained  here  until  4  p.  m.;  joined  the  brigade,  and  moved  to 
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tlie  right  about  half  a  mile;  weut  iuto  position  on  a  road  perpendicnlar 
to  the  river,  about  four  miles  and  a  half  from  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga. 
12th,  in  line  of  battle  before  Savannah;  Twenty-ninth  moved  to  the  left 
in  support  of  Third  Brigade,  Avhich  rvas  to  charge  a  fort  in  their  front, 
but  found  a  canal  that  they  could  iiot  cross;  they  came  back  to  their 
Avorks;  TAventy-niuth  returned  to  oiir  old  position;  nothing  of  interest 
occurred  during  the  day.  13th,  in  line  before  Savannah;  at  10  a.  m. 
moved  the  Twenty-ninth  to  the  rear  about  300  yards;  ])repared  timber 
for  rifle-pits;  at  4  p.  m.  took  the  four  right  companies  on  to  the  picket¬ 
line  and  placed  them  on  duty;  at  9  advanced  the  line  loO  yards  into  an 
open  field  and  put  up  pits.  14th,  on  skirmish  line;  considerable  firing 
on  both  sides;  Twenty-ninth  pickets  relieved  by  Fifth  Ohio.  15th  to 
18th,  nothing  worthy  of  note  transpired.  19th,  received  instructions  to 
take  charge  of  the  fortificafions  in  front  of  the  First  Brigade;  com¬ 
menced  Avork  at  dark.  While  laying  out  a  connection  between  Forts  2 
and  3  I  received  a  severe  wound  in  my  left  foot.  I  tlien  turned  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  oA^er  to 
Capt.  Jonas  Schoonover. 

I  am,  Avith  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MYRON  T.  WRIGHT, 

Major  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brig.,  tSeeond  I)iv.j  Twentieth  Corps. 


No.  102. 

Report  of  Capt.  Jonas  Schoonover,  Twenty -ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  December  20-24. 

IIdqrs.  Taventy-ninth  Regt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Savannahj  Ga.,  December  28,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  Avith  circular  from  headquarters  First 
Iblgade,  Second  Division,  TAventieth  Corjis,  dated  Savannah,  Ga., 
December  23,  1864, 1  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  make  the  fol- 
loAving  report:  , 

1  took  command  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  in  front  of  Sa  vannah,  Ga., 
December  20,  1864.  Nothing  Avorthy  of  note  occurred  during  this  day. 
At  4  a.  in.  of  the  21st  the  Twenty-ninth,  in  advance  of  First  Brigade, 
lookup  a  line  of  march  to  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  from  there  to  Fort 
riackson,  Ga.,  Avhere  I  reported  to  Colonel  Flynn,  of  the  Twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for  duty,  and  performed  garrison  duty  until 
D(‘ceniber  24,  AAdien  the  Twenty-ninth  Avas  ordered  to  march  at  9.30 
a.  m.,  TAventy-ninth  in  rear  of  TAventy- eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and  marched  to  and  through  the  city  Avhere  aa^c  are  noAV  encamped. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JONAS  SCHOONOVER, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry. 

First  Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh,  . 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Grig.,  Second  Dir.,  Twentieth  Corps. 
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Xo.  103. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Eugene  Fowelf  Sirtg-sixth  Ohio  Infantry.^  of  oper¬ 
ations  Sej)tember  4-Deeemher  21. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-sixth  Kegt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry, 

^Savannah,  Ga.,  Eecemher  26,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliauce  with  circular  from  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  ^ 
make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  cam-  : 
paign  ending  on  the  2ist  instant: 

This  regiment  broke  camp  on  the  4th  of  September,  1864,  on  the  Chat- 
tahoochee  Iviver,  and  moved  to  the  city  o^f  Atlanta  same  day  and  went  , 
into  camp  in  the  enemy’s  outer  line  of  works,  with  right  resting  near  i 
Marietta  railroad.  The  5th  of  September  received  orders  to  report  to 
Colonel  Beckwith,  commissary  of  subsistence.  Military  Division  of  the  ; 
Mississippi,  for  duty  as  supply  guard,  where  we  remained  until  the  ! 
morning  of  the  15th  of  November,  1864,  when,  with  the  First  Brigade,  j 
Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  we  started  on  the  campaign  t 
just  ended.  Notliing  transpired  of  note  during  the  campaign  until  the  = 
11th  of  December,  1864,  when  Ave  reached  the  enemy’s  line  of  works,  ; 
three  miles  and  a  half  northeast  of  the  city.  Here  we  Avent  into  j 
line,  this  regiment  on  the  right  of  brigade.  Have  no  casualties  to  | 
report  until  the  night  of  19th,  Avhen  I  had  3  men  killed  and  3  AAmunded.  I 
We  remained  in  line  until  the  21st,  Avhen  we  entered  the  city  and  are  \ 
now  encamped  in  Chipjievva  Square.  I 

Casualties:  Killed — Privates  S.  G.  Johnson,  Company  A;  Joseph  | 
PoAAell,  Company  B;  John  H.  Atkinson,  Company  D.  Wounded —  \ 
Corpl.  E.  Kyle  and  Private  I.  AVood,  Company  E,  and  PriATite  S.  Kelt-  f 
ner,  Cbmxiany  I.  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully, -your  obedient  | 
servant,  \ 

EUGENE  POWELL,  | 

Lieut.  Col.  Sixty -sixth  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty..,  Comdg.  Regiment.  | 

Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh,  ^ 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  1st  Brig.,  2d.  JHv.,  20th  Army  Corps.  y 


No.  104.  J 

Report  of  Col.  John  Flynn,  Twenty -eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of’ 
operations  Septemher  2-T)eceml)er  21.  \ 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylaania  Vet.  A^ol.  Infty.,  ] 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  28,  1864.  | 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  Avith  circular  dated  lieadquarters  First' 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  December  23,  1864, 
1  IniA^e  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  tlie  i)art  taken  by  the 
TAA^enty- eighth  Begiment  Pennsylvania  A^eteran  A^olunteer  Infantry  in 
the  campaign  Avdiich  closed  on  the  21st  instant  by  the  occui)ation  of 
the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga.: 

This  campaign  is,  throughout  its  entire  extent,  A’oid  of  interest  to  the 
soldier,  as  Ave  had  such  unjiaralleled  success  that  a  great  jiart  of  the 
army  has  not  had  oc(*asion  to  form  for  battle;  few  bloody  fields  have 
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been  lost  or  won;  no  sieges  liave  been  commenced  and  ended,  as  the 
enemy  lias  not  in  one  instance  made  a  stand  of  sufficient  length  to  re¬ 
quire  the  necessity  of  such  measures. 

From  the  2d  of  September  to  the  9th  of  ^^^ovember,  1864,  nothing 
more  than  the  regular  routine  of  camp  duties  occurred.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  November  9  we  were  unceremoniously  awakened  by  the  rattling 
ot'artillery  and  musketry  by  a  small  force  ot*  the  enemy  attempting  to 
enter  our  lines,  but  in  this  they  were  defeated  and  repulsed,  leaving- 
two  killed  and  taking  several  wounded  with  them;  the  Twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Yolnnteer  Infantry  sustained  no  loss.  On  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  we  Avere  jirepared  to  leaA^e  Atlanta,  which  move  commenced  on  the 
morning  of  No\^ember  15.  We  started  from  camp  at  6.30  a.  m.  and 
marched  seven  miles  in  the  direction  of  Decatur,  Ga.;  halted  for  din¬ 
ner  at  1  p.  m.;  started  again  at  3  p.  m.,  and,  after  marching  sloAvly, 
Ave  halted  at  12  p.  m.  for  the  night;  distance  marched,  fifteen  miles. 
November  16,  started  at  9  a.  in.  and  marched  fast  for  a  distance  of  tAvelve 
miles;  halted  for  dinner  at  2  p.  m.  one  mile  from  Dock  Bridge.  We 
crossed  YelloAv  Eiver  and  encamped  for  the  night,  after  marching 
tAvelve  miles  without  interest.  November  17,  started  at  6  a.  m. ; 
marched  until  12.15  p.  m.;  halted  for  dinner;  started  at  2  p.  ni.  and 
marched  to  within  six  miles  of  Social  Circle,  on  the  Georgia  Central 
Kailroad  ;  Ave  halted  and  encamped  here  for  the  night,  after  a  tedious 
march  of  fourteen  miles.  NoA^ember  18,  started  at  5  a.  m.;  passed 
through  Social  Circle,  AAffiere  we  found  the  railroad  depot  destroyed; 
moA^ed  on  and  halted  at  Biitledge  for  dinner  at  11.30  a.  m.  We  here 
burned  the  depot  and  store-house  containing  some  rebel  stores  and 
started  again  at  2  p.  m.  and  marched  to  within  a  distance  of  two  miles 
of  Madison,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night;  distance  marched, 
nineteen  miles.  November  19,  .started  at  5  a.  m.;  passed  through 
Madison  at  daylight;  halted  at  12  m.  at  Buck  Head  for  dinner; 
started  again  at  1  p.  m.  and  at  5  p.  m.  Ave  halted  at  Jordan\s  planta¬ 
tion.  The  TAventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry 
here  assisted  to  tear  up  the  railroad  and  destroyed  3,000  bushels  of 
corn  and  fiOO  bales  of  cotton.  We  marched  this  day  sixteen  miles. 
November  20,  started  at  7  a.  m.  and  marched  eight  miles  Avithout  inci¬ 
dent;  halted  for  dinner  at  12  m.;  at  2  p.  m.  we  started,  and,  after 
marching  seven  miles,  encamped  for  the  night  at  6  p.  m. ;  distance 
marched,,  fifteen  miles.  NoA’-ember  21,  started  at  7  a.  m.,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  in  adA^ance  of  the 
division;  halted  for  dinner  at  1.30  p.  m.,  and  moA^ed  out  again 
Avithout  incident  at  2.30  p.  m.  and  marched  to  Doctor  Nesbit’s  planta¬ 
tion,  Avliere  Ave  were  posted  as  picket  guard  for  the  division;  this 
Avas  a  A^ery  cold  day  and  night;  distance  marched  nine  miles.  No¬ 
vember  22,  started  at  7  a.  m.  as  rear  guard  for  tlie  division;  after 
mar(!hing  for  four  miles  we  crossed  the  Central  railroad  at  Dennis 
Station.  Here  Ave  rejoined  tlie  corps,  Avhich  had  been  separated  since 
Ave  came  from  Madison  on  the  18th.  \V^e  traveled  sIoav  in  the  direction 
of  Milledgeville  and  halted  for  dinner  at  1  p.  m.  We  passed  tlirongli 
Milledgeville  after  a  very  tedious  march  and  encamped  at  11  p.  m.,  having 
inarched  tAventy  miles.  Novendxu-  23.  we  remained  iu  cam])  until  12  m., 
AA'hcn  Ave  moved  half  a  mile  into  the  AAmods,  AA^hereAve  remained  all  day. 
November  24,  AA  e  got  under  Avay  at  9  a.  m.,  marching  through  SAvanq)s 
and  mud  to  Avithin  fiAU^  miles  of  Hebron,  AAhere  aax*  (mcamped  for 
the  night;  marched  this  day  a  distance  of  tAvelve  miles.  NoAumiber 
25,  started  at  7.30  a.  m.,  march  sIoav  and  tedious;  passed  through 
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Hebron  and  came  to  Buffalo  Creek.  Here  we  found  eight  bridges  burnt, 
which  took  considerable  time  to  rebuild,  but  at  0  ]).  m.  we  moved  across 
the  creek  and  encamped  half  a  mile  from  it  for  the  night,  after  marching 
only  six  miles.  November  26,  started  at  8  a.  m.  as  guard  for  the  divis¬ 
ion  quartermaster’s  train;  halted  at  9.15  a.  m.  to  reorganize  the  train; 
started  again  at  11  a.  m ;  marched  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Sandersville ; 
we  here  halted  for  dinner,  and  at  2  p.  m.  we  marched  through  the  town  of 
Sandersville  and  down  to  the  Central  railroad,  which  we  struck  at  Ten  n  ill  e 
Station.  We  here  commenced  tearing  up  the  track,  burning  the  cross¬ 
ties,  and  to  tally  destroying  the  railroad  for  a  distance  of  two  miles,  when 
we  encamped  tor  the  night.  At  about  1  p.  m.  we  were  aroused  and  the 
command  put  under  arms,  but  nothing  occurred;  distance  marched, 
sixteen  miles.  November  27,  commenced  tearing  up  the  track  at  8  a.  m. 
and  worked  until  1  p.  m.,  when  we  rested  for  dinner,  and  at  4  p.  m.  we 
started  for  Davisborough,  and  after  a  tedious  march  we  arrived  there 
at  9  p.  m.,  marching  to  day  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  ISovember  28, 
went  to  work  again  on  the  railroad,  about  five  miles  west  of  Davis¬ 
borough,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  and  halted  at  1  p.  m.  for  dinner;  at  3  ]).  m. 
commenced  again  and  worked  until  5  p.  m.;  the  rebels  made  a  dash 
upon  the  Third  Brigade,  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  comiiany  Avith  the  First  Brigade,  started  to 
re-enforce  them,  but  they  had  already  been  dispersed.  We  started  at  6 
I),  m.  on  our  return  to  Davisborough,  Avhich  place  Ave  reached  at  7.30 
p.  m.,  after  Avorking  all  day  and  marching  a  distance  of  nine  miles. 
November  29,  started  at  7.20  a.  m.,  and  marched  to  Spiers  Station, 
Avhen  Ave  halted  for  dinner  at  1  p.  m.;  left  Spiers  Station  at  4  p.  m.  and 
marched  fast  and  without  incident  to  AAdthin  two  miles  of  BostA\dck 
Station,  Avhere  Ave  halted  at  7  ]).  m.  for  the  night;  distance  marched, 
eighteen  miles.  November  30,  started  on  the  march  again  at  6.45  a.  m. ; 
marched  quick  and  through  swampy  ground  until  2  p.  m.,  Avhen  Ave  halted 
for  dinner  at  the  plantation  of  Doctor  Blake,  a  great  slaveholder,  liaAdng 
at  this  time  some  300  slaves  on  his  plantation,  mostly  AA^omen.  We 
left  here  at  4  p.  m.  and  marched  to  join  the  coiq^s  at  Miller’s  planta¬ 
tion,  Avhere  we  arrived  at  6.30  p.  m. ;  distance  marched,  ten  miles. 

December  1,  this  day’s  march  Avas  without  incident.  We  left  Mil¬ 
ler’s  plantation  at  7.25  a.  m.  and  marched  until  2  p.  m.,  when  Ave  halted 
for  dinner;  started  again  at  4  p.  m.  and  marched  until  7  p.  m.,  when 
Ave  halted  for  the  night,  after  marching  tAvelve  miles.  December  2,  left 
camp  at  6.45  a.  m.  and  marched  until  12  m.,  Avhen  we  halted  for  dinner;  ' 
started  at  1  p.  m.  and  marched  past  Jones’  plantation;  we  crossed 
Buck  Head  Greek  and  camped  at  3.30  p.  m. ;  the  Twenty-eighth  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  with  200  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  picketed  for 
the  diAusion;  posted  pickets  and  passed  the  night  without  incident; 
distance  marched,  ten  miles.  December  3,  started  again  at  2  j).  m.,  and 
after  tedious  marching  through  SAvami)s  and  in  the  rain,  halting  about 
every  100  steps,  AA  e  stopped  at  6.30  a.  in.  of  the  4th;  distance  marched, 
twelve  miles  in  direction  east-southeast  and  northeast  of  Millen, 
crossing  Little  Buck  Head  Creek,  having  marched  all  night;  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  tAveh^e  miles.  December  4,  started  at  9.30  a.  m.  and  marched 
until  11  a.  m. ;  halted  for  dinner  and  AA^ere  oft*  again  at  3  ]).  m., 
marching  across  a  large  SAvamp,  and  halted  one  mile  from  Horse 
Greek  at  8  p.  m.,  after  marching  eight  miles  AA'ithout  incident.  De¬ 
cember  5,  this  day  Ave  man^hed  Avith  the  AA’agons,  assisting  them 
over  the  many  muddy  ])laces  in  the  road,  and  halting  for  the  night 
at  6  1).  m.;  distance  marched,  fifteen  miles.  December  6,  like  yes- 
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terday,  we  spent  tliis  one  with  the  teams  and  witliout  halting  for 
any  length  of  time;  we  encamped  at  6.30  p.  m. ;  marched  ten  miles.  De- 
cemher  7,  again  with  the  wagons,  raining  nearly  all  day  and  very  had 
roads;  we  marched  ten  miles  in  the  direction  of  Springfield  and 
encamped  at  8  p.  m.  December  8,  started  at  8  a.  m.;  passed  through 
Springfield,  a  small  village;  marching  rather  fast;  halted  for  tht 
night  at  4  p.  m.,  having  marched  thirteen  miles.  December  9,  this  was 
the  first  day  that  we  heard  artillery  firing  in  our  front.  We  started  at 
7  a.  m.,  and  having  marched  two  miles  halted  to  issue  rations;  started 
again  at  1  p.  in.  and  halted  at  8  ]).  in.;  distance  marched,  eight  miles. 
December  10,  we  moved  oft  this  day  at  12.30  p.  m. ;  marched  steady  on 
a  splendid  road  with  the  wagons  until  we  came  to  about  five  miles  of 
Savannah,  Avhere  we  halted  at  5  p.  m.  and  encamped  for  the  night,  after 
marching  eleven  miles.  This  day  we  came  up  to  the  rebel  intrenchments. 

December  11,  at  10  a.  m.  we  left  camp  and  moved  oft  in  the  direction 
of  the  Savannah  Kiver,  which  we  struck  at  2  p.  m.  From  this  ])oint 
Ave  had  a  fine  view  of  the  rebel  fortifications  about  one  mile  oft.  Left 
here  at  4.30  p.  m.  and  moved  on  a  road  running  at  right  angles  about 
half  a  mile.  We  here  relieved  the  Second  Brigade  and  Avere  posted  in 
line,  the  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  on  our  right,  and  the 
TAventy-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  on  our  left.  Here  Ave  found  a 
dike  or  drain  for  a  rice  plantation,  which  formed  a  very  good  rifle- 
work.  December  12,  at  1  a.  m.  we  moved  about  half  a  mile  to  the  left, 
without  knapsacks,  and  lay  here  until  4  a.  m.  in  support  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  Avhich  Avere  to  charge  the  enemy’s  AA^orks.  The  order  being 
countermanded  aa  e  returned  to  our  original  position  at  4.15  a.  m.  Ee- 
mained  here  all  day  without  incident.  Heard  occasional  shots  of  artil¬ 
lery  all  night.  December  13,  still  in  the  same  position.  We  to-day 
improved  the  breast- work  and  put  the  camp  in  order.  Heavy  firing  on 
ouM^  right.  Xo  incident  of  note  occurred  to-day.  December  14,  the 
rebels  opened  their  fire  on  the  skirmish  pits,  Avhich  the  TAventy-ninth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  had  constructed  yesterday  early;  a  few  shots 
Avent  over  camp,  but  none  doing  any  damage.  Eeceived  official  notice 
of  the  capture  of  Fort  McAllister  by  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  thus  allowing  General  Sherman  to  communicate  Avith  the 
fleet  and  army  of  General  Foster.  December  15  and  16,  still  in 
the  same  position.  The  rebels  shell  our  camx)  continually,  but 
do  no  damage.  IS'o  incidents  of  note  occurred  during  these  days. 
December  17,  still  in  the  same  position.  Eeceived  our  first  mail 
to-day  since  leaving  Atlanta.  Nothing  occurred  beyond  the  reg¬ 
ular  routine  of  camp  life.  Heavy  detail  from  the  regiment  to-night 
for  fatigue  duty.  Building  lunettes  calculated  for  some  heavy  pieces. 
December  18,  very  hot  weather;  nothing  of  importance  occurred; 
do  not  think  the  enemy  has  seen  the  lunettes  built  last  night,  Avhich 
accounts  for  their  not  shelling  them.  De(*ember  19,  the  enemy  shelled 
our  AAwks  vigorously  to-niglit,  killing  and  AA^ounding  several  of  the 
brigade,  but  none  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infan¬ 
try;  nothing  of  importance  occurred.  December  20,  still  in  the  same 
position;  the  rebels  Avere  ratlier  (pii(‘t  until  about  4  p.  in.,  Avhen  they 
shelled  our  Avorks,  wounding  some  more  of  the  brigade;  they  coii- 
tiiuied  shelling  until  1  a.  m.  of  the  21st,  Avhen  Ave  received  notice 
that  they  Avere  evacuating  the  city.  To  confirm  this  Ave  marched  into 
the  city  at  daylight,  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  ])assed  on  to 
Fort  Jackson,  four  miles  doAvn  the  riA^er;  here  Ave  arrived  at  7  a.  m.; 
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we  entered  the  fort  and  immediately  tiling  onr  colors  to  the  breeze; 
we  found  the  enemy  had  retreated,  leaving  the  fort  on  lire  and  one  of 
the  magazines  blown  up;  we  captured  in  the  fort  and  vicinity:* 

Of  the  91  guns  captured,  14  only  were  found  to  have  been  spiked  and 
shotted.  The  gun  carriages  were  broken  and  temporarily  disabled, 
and  all  the  implements  were  broken  and  destroyed. 

Thus  has  closed  probably  one  of  the  most  tedious,  and  yet  one  of  the 
most  successful  campaigns  on  record  in  the  Avorld,  and  is  a  striking 
example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  when  the  soldiers  of  a  country 
work  with  their  general  and  he  with  them.  We  have  been  some  thirty- 
six  days  on  the  march,  and  traveled  a  distance  of  320  miles.  We  are 
now  holding  the  defenses  of  our  capture,  but  probably  before  long  we 
may  be  on  another  move,  and  it  is  hoped  that  General  Sherman  and 
his  army  may  be  as  successful  as  they  have  been  in  accomplishing  the 
downfall  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21,  18(34. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


JOHN  FLYNN, 

Colonel^  Commandmg. 

Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Brigade. 


No.  lOo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Craig ^  One  hundred  and  forty -seventh  Penn- 
sylvania  Infantry^  of  operations  Septeniher  2-Decemher  21. 

IIdqrs.  147th  Regt.  Pennsylvania  Yol.  Infantry, 

Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  dated  headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  December  23,  18(34, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  2d  day  of  September  we  lay  in  line  of  works  built  by  us  a 
few  days  previous  along  the  Chattahoochee  River,  and  remained  until 
September  4,  when  orders  were  received  to  strike  tents  as  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  Atlanta.  We  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  9.30  a.  m., 
reaching  the  city  at  1  p.  m.  Here  we  were  put  into  line  of  works  built 
by  the  enemy  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  where  Ave  remained  until 
November  15.  We  were,  on  account  of  the  movement  of  the  troops, 
obliged  to  change  camp  several  times.  We  assisted  in  building  the 
fortilications  around  the  city.  November  9,  the  enemy,  with  a  strong 
force  of  cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  made  an  attack  at  7  a.  m. 
on  my  immediate  front,  driving  in  the  picket-line,  advancing  to  Avitliin 
200  yards  of  the  main  line.  At  the  first  firing  1  immediately  ordered 
one  company  across  the  railroad  into  the  fort  on  my  right,  where  they 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  repulsing  them  almost  instantlj".  My  skir¬ 
mishers  advanced  immediately  and  took  jmssession  of  the  i)icket-line, 
finding  2  killed,  2  Avounded,  and  1  prisoner' of  the  enemy  inside  of  the 
picket-line;  there  Avas  no  loss  out  of  my  regiment.  While  encamped 
at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  repeated  orders  Avere  receiA^ed  to  make  preparations 
for  a  fifty  days’  campaign.  November  15,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march, 
moving  principally  in  an  eastern  direction  nearly  ])arallel  Avith  the 
Augusta  and  Atlanta  Railroad  until  Avhere  it  c,ross(‘s  the  Oconee  Rh^er, 
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from  whence  Ave  struck  south  toward  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  reaching  it  on 
the  night  of  the  22d.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  again  took  up 
the  line  of  march,  moving  principally  southeast  until  December  11, 
which  brought  us  Avithin  four  miles  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga.  Here 
the  enemy  Avas  found  in  force  and  Avell  fortified.  On  the  evening  of 
this  day  we  AA^ere  placed  in  line,  my  right  connecting  Avith  the  Fifth 
liegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  my  left  with  the  Sixtieth 
liegiment  'New  York  Volunteers,  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Twentieth  Army  Corps.  Here  we  put  up  a  line  of  works,  where  we 
remained  until  the  morning  of  the  21st.  The  shelling  of  the  enemy’s 
guns  was  rather  annoying,  scattering  in  all  directions  through  the 
camp.  I  had  3  men  Avounded,  2  of  Avhom  have  since  died.  On  the 
morning  of  the  21st,  finding  the  enemy’s  works  evacuated,  Ave  imme¬ 
diately  followed  up  their  retreat  into  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leave  to  thank  the  officers  and  men  for  their  uni¬ 
formity  and  Avillingness  in  discharging  their  duties,^  Our  marches  were 
long  and  tedious,  marching  over  300  miles  in  tAventy-six  days. 
Accompanying  please  find  report  of  casualties.* 

JOHN  CRAIG, 

Lieut.  Col.  147 til  Beg t.  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.,  Commanding, 
Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  106. 

Report  of  Col.  PatrichH.  Jones.,  One  hundred  and  fifty -fourth  Neio  Yorh 
Infantry^  commanding  Second  BrigadCj  of  operations  September  18- 
Decemher  21. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Taventieth  Corps, 

Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  31,  18647 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  18th  of  September, 
1864,  I  assumed  command  of  this  brigade,  which  was  then  lying  in  camp 
about  200  yards  north  of  the  McDonough  road  and  southwest  of 
Atlanta  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  Avhere  it  remained  until  3  p. 
m.  November  5,  1864,  when  orders  were  received  to  be  in  readiness  to 
march  at  an  hour’s  notice.  At  4  p.  m.  on  the  same  day  broke  camp 
and  marched  about  one  mile  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  encamped  for 
tlie  night  on  or  near  the  McDonough  road.  On  the  following  day  orders 
were  receiA^ed  to  return,  wlien  Ave  marched  back  and  reoccupied  our 
camp.  My  brigade  furnished  all  required  details  for  fatigue  and  for¬ 
aging  expeditions  during  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  November  15, 1864,  at  7  o’clock,  AA^e  again  broke  camp,  in  accord¬ 
ance  Avith  orders  received  the  previous  evening,  Avith  thirty  days’ 
rations  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  (in  cartridge-boxes  and  knap¬ 
sacks)  per  man.  The  course  from  Atlanta  Avas  southeasterly,  along  the 
Decatur  pike,  passing  several  small  villages,  of  Avhich  the  following  in 
their  order  are  the  most  prominent:  Decatur,  Stone  Mountain,  Social 
Circle,  Madison,  and  on  the  22d  of  November,  1864,  reached  Milledge- 
ville,  Ga.,  Avhere  Ave  remained  one  day.  On  the  24th  instant  resumed 
the  march  in  an  easterly  direction  to  Sandersville,  from  Avhich  place 
our  course  Avas  due  south  to  a  i)oint  on  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Rail¬ 
road  called  Tennille,  or  Station  No.  13.  The  brigade  assisted  in  destroy- 

^Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  enlisted  men  killed,  1  wounded,  and  1  missing. 
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tlie  railroad  track  until  noon,  wken  the  marcli  was  resumed  in  the 
direction  of  Davisborougli,  where  I  arrived  at  10  p.  m.  November  27, 18()4. 
On  the  following  morning  the  brigade  was  detached  for  the  purpose  of 
escorting  the  headquarters  train  Twentieth  Corps  to  Spiers  Station, 
where  I  encamped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  November  29, 18G4, 
1  received  orders  to  march  the  brigade  to  Station  No.  lOJ,  on  the  Macon 
and  Savannah  Kailroad,  with  instructions  to  destroy  one  mile  of  rail¬ 
road  track  to  the  west  of  said  station,  and  to  the  east  as  far  as  the 
Ogeechee  Kiver,  and  also  the  bridge  crossing  it,  which  I  did  in  a  very 
effectual  manner.  The  advance  of  the  brigade  marched  as  far  as  Sta¬ 
tion  No.  10,  destroying  some  cotton  and  cotton  gins,  and  rejoined  the 
brigade  at  the  river  before  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  and  trestle- 
work  was  completed.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  I  was  ordered 
to  rejoin  the  division,  and  a  guide  Avas  vsent  to  conduct  the  brigade. 
After  a  tedious  night  march  of  about  fifteen  miles  I  rejiorted  the  brigade 
to  the  division  commander  about  three  miles  north  of  Louisville,  Ga. 

On  the  following  morning  the  march  was  resumed,  but,  until  the  9th 
of  December,  nothing  of  importance  occurred.  On  that  day  the  First 
Division,  having  the  advance  of  the  corps,  encountered  a  force  of  the 
enemy  intrenched  behind  a  swamp  about  thirteen  miles  north  of  Sa¬ 
vannah,  when  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Car¬ 
man’s  brigade,  of  the  First  Division,  then  preparing  to  attack  the 
enemy.  I  reported  with  the  brigade  at  the  place  indicated,  but  the 
enemy  in  the  meantime  abandoned  the  position,  and  I  was  directed  to 
return  and  rejoin  the  division,  which  I  did  at  night  fall  of  that  day.  On 
the  following  morning,  December  10, 1  was  ordered  to  march  about  two 
miles  to  the  rear,  where  the  train  of  the  corps  was  parked  and  cover 
the  approaches  leading  to  it,  and  when  it  moved,  follow  at  a  proper  dis¬ 
tance  as  rear  guard,  for  which  purpose  a  section  of  Winegar’s  (New  York) 
battery  reported  to  me,  together  with  one  regiment  of  the  First  Bri¬ 
gade  (the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers).  The  train  moved 
forward  at  1  p.  m.  and  went  into  camp  about  midnight  on  the  line  of 
the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  about  five  miles  from  the  city. 
On  the  morning  of  December  11  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Barnum,  having  reconnoitered  the  position 
of  the  enemy  Avith  a  view  to  selecting  ground  for  future  operations,  1 
was,  about  10  a.  m.,  ordered  to  move  the  brigade  to  the  front  and  the  left 
of  our  position  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  and  subse¬ 
quently,  at  3  p.  m.,  assigned  position,  the  left  resting  on  the  Savannah 
Eiver  and  about  three  miles  distant  from  the  city,  the  brigade  in  the 
reserve  of  the  division  and  about  500  yards  behind  the  first  line,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  Third  and  First  Brigades.  Under  the  instructions  of  the 
division  commander  1  made  disposition  to  protect  the  artillery  in  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  river-bank  and  to  picket  the  Avest  bank  of  the  river.  On 
tlie  13th  I  Avas  ordered  to  send  a  small  force  to  the  north  of  Hutchin¬ 
son’s  Island,  in  the  Savannah  EiA^er,  to  obseiwe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  secure  a  rice  mill  on  that  part  of  the  island  AAdiich  was  to  be 
used  as  a  ])ost  of  obserA^ation  for  our  artillery  and  stall  otficers.  Maj. 
AVilliam  H.  Hoyt,  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers,  with  sixty  men,  was  sent  for  this  i)urpose,  and  his  force  being 
insufficient  1  aa^us  further  ordered  by  General  Geary,  commanding 
division,  to  send  a  small  regiment  for  the  purpose.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  H. 
flackson.  One  liundred  and  tbirty-fourth  NeAv  York  Volunteers,  Avas 
ae(*or(lingly  sent,  and  subsequently  the  Seventy- third  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers,  Maj.  (iioav  Lieut-Col.)  C.  C.  Cres.son  command¬ 
ing.  Tliese  regiments  remained  tliere  until  the  morning  of  the  21st 
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instant.  Tlie  enemy  having  evacuated  the  city  of  Savannah  on  the 
night  previous,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  about  4  o’clock,  I  was  ordered 
to  withdraw  the  regiments  upon  the  island  and  mai  ch  the  brigade  for¬ 
ward  to  the  line  of  works  formerly  occupied  l)y  the  enemy,  and  upon 
arriving  there  the  general  commanding  division  sent  me  orders  to 
march  to  the  city.  Arriving  in  the  city  I  was  assigned  the  city  parade- 
grounds,  or  Forsyth  Place,  as  a  ground  for  encampment,  and  the  bri- 
^gade  assigned  to  the  duty  of  guarding  and  patrolling  a  district  of  the 
city. 

Tlie  casualties  of  the  brigade  dpriug  the  operations  embraced  in  this 
report  were  slight.  A  tabular  statement  accompanies  this  re])ort. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  command  behaved  with  much  considera¬ 
tion  and  ])ropriety  of  conduct  during  the  march,  and  but  few  instances 
of  wanton  destruction  of  property  or  pillage  occurred. 

To  the  officers  of  the  staff  I  am  under  obligations  for  the  faithlul  and 
diligent  discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  H.  JONES, 

Colonel  154th  New  Yorh  Volunteers^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  W.  T.  Forbes, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Seeond  Bimsion,  Twentieth  Corps. 


Numerical  return  of  casualties  of  the  Second  Brifiade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 
from  the  15th  day  of  November,  1864,  until  the  21st  day  of  December,  1864. 


Command. 

- 7 

Killed. 

AV  ounded . 

Missing. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

a 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

■1 

Officers. 

s 

73d  Ponnsyl  vania,  Vp.fp.ran  Volnntp.p.rs 

1 

1 

1 

109th  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers 
119th  New  York  Volunteers . 

134th  New  York  Volunteers . 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

1 

8 

3 

1 

16 

1 

17 

7 

1 

154th  New  York  Volunteers . 

33d  New  Jersey  Volunteers . 

Total . 

1  i  •  2  i 

1  1 

11 

1 

25 

26 

. 

. 

P.  H.  JONES, 

Colonel  154th  New  Yorh  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  107. 

Report  of  Col.  George  IF.  Mindil,  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of 
operations  t^ept ember  2-I)eeemher  21. 

IIdqrs.  Tiiirty-ttitri)  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

Rarannah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  official  report  of 
the  movements  of  my  regiment  from  the  2d  of  September  to  the  21st 
of  December,  1804: 

Upon  entering  the  city  of  xVtlanta  the  regiment  Avas  assigned  a  ])er- 
maiient  camp  to  the  right  of  the  McDonough  road,  about  one  mile  and 
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a  lialf  froui  the  eourt-)ioiise.  In  this  cami)  it  leiiiaiiied,  devoting  its 
time  to  drill  and  parades,  and  leceiving  complete  ontlits  of  clothing 
and  camp  and  garrison  eqniphge.  On  the  5th  of  November  camp  was 
broken  and  the  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  at  3  p.  m.  out  upon 
tlie  McDonough  road,  camping  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  city.  On 
the  6th  of  November  we  returned  to  our  old  quarters.  November  15, 
broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  moved  out  upon  the  Decatur  road  and  camped  at 
12  p.  m.  near  Stone  Mountain.  November  16,  moved  at  8  a.  m.  and  led 
the  corps;  marched  fifteen  miles,  crossing  Yellow  Kiver  at  Eock  Bridge, 
and  halting  for  the  night  five  miles  beyond  it  on  the  Sheffield  road. 
November  17,  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.,  marching  through  Sheffield  over  the 
Ulcofauhachee,  and  camped  two  miles  from  Social  Circle.  November 
18,  moved  at  5.30  a.  m.,  passing  Eutledge,  and  camped  at  5.30  p.  m.  one 
mile  from  Madison.  November  19,  moved  at  5  a.  m.,  passing  through 
Madison;  halted  for  dinner  at  Buck  Head  Station,  and  continued  the 
march  to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Oconee  Eiver  on  Georgia  rail¬ 
road;  tore  up  track  afternoon  and  evening.  November  20,  moved  at  7 
a.  m.  toward  Eatonton,  passing  Parks’  Bridge  and  Glade’s  Oross-Eoads; 
camped  near  Denham’s  Tannery  at  6  p.  m.  November  21,  moved 
at  6  a.  m.  toward  Eatonton.  November  22,  struck  Eatonton  Branch 
Eailroad,  and  passing  through  Milledgeville  and  over  the  Oconee  Eiver, 
.  camped  two  miles  beyond  it.  November  23,  in  camp.  November  24, 
moved  at  10  a.  m.  on  road  to  Hebron.  November  25,  passed  through 
Hebron.  November  26,  entered  Sandersville,  and  passed  on  to  Tennille, 
on  railroad,  and  camped  three  miles  beyond  it.  November  27,  moved  at  7 
a.  m.  and  tore  up  seven  miles  of  railroad  and  marched  to  Davisborough. 
November  28,  brigade  detached  to  guard  the  corps  headquarters  train; 
marched  to  Spiers  Station  on  railroad.  November  29,  brigade  again 
detached;  moved  by  by-road  to  Station  10^;  tore  up  railroad  to  bridge 
over  the  Ogeechee  Eiver.  November  30,  burned  the  bridge  and  then 
marched  to  Louisville,  via  Watkins’  Bridge,  reaching  camp  of  division 
at  12  p.  m. 

December  1,  moved  at  8  a.  in.  and  camped  beyond  Birdville.  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  moved  at  6  a.  m.  toward  Milieu  and  camped  at  Buck  Head  Greek. 
December  3,  moved  at  10  a.  m. ;  crossed  Augusta  and  IMillen  Eailroad; 
cam  lied  six  miles  beyond  it  on  the  Sylvan  ia  road.  December  4,  moved 
at  7,30  a.  m.;  camped  at  Horse  Creek.  December  5,  marcffied  fourteen 
miles  and  camped,  leaving  Sylvania  to  our  left.  December  6,  continued 
the  march  toward  Springfield;  roads  very  soft  and  marshy;  camped 
after  a  tedious  march  of  six  miles.  December  7,  still  continuecl  the 
march  toward  Springfield  and  camped  for  the  night  near  it.  Decembe’" 
8,  passed  Springfield  and  marched  twelve  miles  and  camped  near  Zion 
Church.  December  9,  moved  at  10  a.  m.  and  struck  Savannah  road. 
First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Cori)S,  on  our  front;  skirmished  with 
the  enemy,  who  had  a  battery  in  position  covering  the  road;  camped 
for  the  night  sixteen  miles  from  Savannah.  December  10,  pushing  on, 
passed  Harrison’s  plantation  and  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  struck 
Savannah  and  Charleston  Eailroad  nine  miles  and  a  half  from  the  city, 
and  camped  five  miles  and  a  half  from  it  that  night.  December  11, 
placed  in  position  as  reserves  on  banks  of  Savannali  Eiver,  opi)Osite 
Hutchinson’s  Island  and  confronting  the  enemy’s  right  flank,  being  in 
rear  of  the  Third  Brigade.  December  12  to  20,  we  remained  in  the 
same  position.  De(;ember  21,  entered  the  city  of  Savannah  at  8  a.  m. 
and  were  assigned  a  camp  on  the  parade  of  the  city. 

During  the  entire  cam])aign  the  troops  have  subsisted  upon  the 
coiiytry,  and  found  food  of  all  kinds  in  abinidance,  never  sufiering  from 
scarcity  of  provisions.  In  front  of  Savannah  we  were  unprotected  by 
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breast-jvorks,  being  in  the  reserve  line,  and  subject  to  a  heavy  fire  of 
shrapnel  and  shell  ffoin  the  opposing  batteries  of  the  enemy  in  our 
front,  and  to  a  heavy  and  provoking  fire  from  a  Confederate  gun-boat 
in  the  far  channel  round  Hutchinson’s  Island. 

I  am  happy  to  state  but  one  casualty  occurred,  viz,  the  slight  wound¬ 
ing  of  Private  Terrence  Sweeney,  Company  H. 

Those  soldiers  reported  as  deserters  in  the  accomxmnying  schedule 
were  all  troublesome  characters,  and,  despite  repeated  remonstrance  and 
punishment  and  the  constant  vigilance  of  officers,  succeeded  in  strag¬ 
gling  and  were  cai)tured  by  the  enemy.  Their  absence  being  willful,  I 
liave  marked  them  as  deserters  to  the  enemy,  so  that  after  exchange  they 
are  to  be  tried  for  this  heinous  offense.  Before  leaving  Atlanta  I  received 
13G  substitutes,  nearly  all  being  raw  recruits,  many  of  them  foreigners 
and  unable  either  to  write  or  speak  the  English  language,  and  owing  to 
physical  disability  caused  by  the  exhaustion  attendant  upon  so  severe 
a  cami^aign  to  new  soldiers,  many  were  compelled  to  leave  the  ranks  at 
times,  and  by  becoming  sex)arated  from  the  regiment  during  its  night 
marches,  and  being  unable  to  intelligibly  define  their  wants  and  ask 
the  location  of  their  regiment,  have  as  yet  failed  to  return,  and  are 
reported  absent  without  leave.  The  larger  ]>art  of  these,  it  is  to  be 
hox>ed,  are  with  some  of  the  other  corps,  and  will  soon  find  their  way 
into  camx^. 

The  command  needs  a  complete  outfit  of  clothing,  shoes,  &c.,  and 
will  then  be  ready  for  a  new  camjiaign,  as  both  health  and  esprit  are 
excellent. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  casualties  and  desertions: 


Name  and  company. 

Date. 

Remarks 

Private  Terrence  Sweeney,  Company  D . 

Cor])l.  James  F.  Dooley,  Company  C  . . 

Private - Bennernian,  Company  C . 

Private  John  Gardner,  Company  D" . 

Private  Charles  H.  Chapman,  Company  I . 

Private  Adam  Wetzel,  Company  K . 

I’rivate  Francis  McCarty,  Com])any  K . 

I’rivate  John  Smith,  Company  k . 

Private  Charles  Wagner,  Comimny  K . 

Dec.  14, 1864 
Dec.  13, 1864 

- do . 

Dec.  12, 1864 

- do . 

....do . 

- do . 

Wounded  by  shell  from  enemy’s  battery. 
Deserted  to  the  enemy. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

G.  W.  MINDIL, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Thirty-third  l^ew  Jersey  Vohmteers. 
Capt.  N.  K.  Bray, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Brigade, 


No.  108. 

Report  of  Col.  John  T.  Lochman,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  Yorh 
Infantry^  of  operations  September  l-l)ecemher  31. 

Hdqks.  119th  IvEGT.  New  York  State  Volunteers, 

Savannah.,  Qa.,  Deeemher  33.,  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  order  1  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  resume  of  events  since  Sei)tember  1,  1804,  and  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  camx)aign  just  closed  by  the  fall 
of  Savannah,  Ga.: 

September  1,  regiment  engaged  in  building  works  near  Pace’s  Perry. 
Sei)tember  2,  still  at  Pace’s  Perry;  1  p.  m.  our  brigade  received  orders 
to  move,  and  at  8  xi.  m.  we  halted  at  Atlanta.  Sex)teinber  3,  moved  out 
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and  occupied  rebel  Avorks  on  easterly  side  of  the  city.  September  4, 
assigned  position  on  westerly  side  of  McDonough  road.  September  5 
to  November  5,  inclusive,  regiment  occupied  same  position.  On  the 
afternoon  of  November  5  regiment  was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  move, 
and  at  3  p.  m.  marched  out  on  McDonough  road  about  one  mile  aiul  a 
half  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  on  (>th  of  November  returned  to 
our  camp,  Avliere  regiment  remained  until  the  morning  of  November  15, 
when  regiment  moved  from  camp  and  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Stone 
Mountain.  On  the  lOtli  of  November  march  resumed  j  bivouacked  at 
night  near  Sheffield.  November  17,  inarched  to  vicinity  of  Social  Circle, 
destroying  railroad  track.  November  18,  moved  at  5  a.  m.;  passed 
through  Social  Circle  and  bivouacked  near  Madison;  x^ortions  of  rail¬ 
road  track  destroyed.  November  It),  moved  at  5  a.  m. ;  xiassed  through 
Madison, the  division  being  on  special  duty;  several  miles  of  railroad 
track  destroyed,  also  depot  at  Buck  Head;  cavalry  burned  railroad 
bridge  over  Oconee  River.  November  20,  moved  at  7  a.  m. ;  bivouacked 
at  Denham’s  Mill.  November  21,  moved  at  8  a.  m.  and  marched  toward 
the  Oconee  River  ;  bivouacked  about  six  miles  from  Eatouton.  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  moved  at  0.30  a.  m.  and  crossed  the  Oconee  River,  and  reached 
Milledgeville  at  5  x:).  m. ;  x^assed  througli  and  bivouacked  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Oconee  River.  November  23,  resting  at  MilledgeAulle. 
November  24,  moved  about  eleven  miles  and  bivouacked  near  Gum 
Creek.  November  25,  moved  at  7  a.  m.  and  bivouacked  at  Buffalo 
Creek.  November  20,  moved  at  0  a.  m.,  reaching  Sandersville  at  1  p. 
m.;  at  4  x^.  m.  moved  to  Tennille.  November  27,  inoA^ed  at  0  a.  m.; 
engaged  all  day  in  destroying  railroad  track  and  bridges;  bivouacked 
at  Davisborough.  November  28,  moved  at  11  a.  m.  and  reached  Sxiiers 
at  0  X).  m.  and  bivouacked.  November  29,  moved  at  8  a.  m.  and  marched 
to  Bostwick;  regiment  engaged  in  tearing  ux)  and  destroying  railroad 
track.  November  30,  burned  bridge  over  Ogeechee  River,  and  trestle- 
work  over  Williamson’s  Swamp.  At  4  j).  m.  moved  to  rejoin  division  and 
reached  Louisville  at  9  x?.  ni.,  where  yve  bivouacked. 

December  1,  moved  at  11  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Milieu  and  biv¬ 
ouacked  at  night  about  twelve  miles  northeast  from  Milieu.  December 
2,  moved  at  6  a.  m.  and  bivouacked  near  Buck  Head  Creek.  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  moved  at  11  a.  m.  and  bivouacked  near - Creek;  division 

as  rear  guard.  December  4,  moved  at  10.30  a.  m.  and  bivouacked 
near  Horse  Creek.  December  5,  moved  at  daylight  and  crossed  Horse 
Creek;  division  still  rear  guard.  December  0,  regiment  detailed  to 
forage  for  brigade.  December  7,  regiment  still  on  duty  foraging  for 
brigade;  rejoined  same  near  Springfield.  December  8,  moved  at  7  a. 
m.  and  crossed  Ebenezer  Creek,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Eden. 
Dec.ember  9,  moved  at  8  a.  m..  First  Division  leading;  at  2  p.  in.  rebels 
ojiened  Avith  artillery  on  the  adA^ance;  the  enemy  Avas  soon  driven; 
our  brigade  sent  to  supi)ort  Colonel  Carman’s  brigade,  of  the  First 
Division;  the  enemy  retreated  and  AAe  were  not  needed;  bivouacked 
for  the  night  fourteen  miles  from  Savannah.  December  10,  moved  at 
2.30  XI.  m.  and  bivouacked  four  miles  from  Savannah.  December  11  to 
20,  in  reserve  in  rear  of  tirst  line.  December  21,  moved  at  5  a.  m.  and 
entered  Savannah  at  0.30  a.  in. 

There  are  no  casualties  to  report. 

Verv  res])ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  LOCKMAN, 

(JoJonel,  Coinmandituf  JlOtk  Netv  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  N.  K.  Bray, 

Aet<j.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  ^Second  I>ri(/.^  Seeond  J>iv.,  20ih  Corps. 
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No.  109. 

Report  of  Maj.  WilUam  H.  Hoyt^  One  hundred  and.  thirty -fourth  New 
York  Infantry^  of  operations  September  ^-December  21. 

Keport  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
from  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  2,  1804,  to  the  21st  of 
December,  1804,  when  the  regiment  entered  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga.  : 

September  2,  the  regiment,  commanded  by  Capt.  Otis  Gufifin,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  was  ordered  to  march  at  12  m. ;  advanced  with  the  brigade  into 
the  city  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  September  3,  took  position  with  the  brigade  in 
the  outer  works  of  the  city.  September  4,  was  ordered  to  take  a  new 
position  farther  to  the  right  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  September  5, 
went  into  camp  in  rear  of  the  works  and  did  its  regular  picket  duty  and 
fatigue.  September  11 ,  Maj.  W illiam  H.  Hoyt  took  command  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  and  relieved  Capt.  Otis  Guffin.  September  13,  changed  camp  j  the 
regiment  took  a  new  position  in  the  works,  where  it  remained,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Maj.  William  H.  Hoyt,  doing  its  regular  picket  and  fiitigue  duty 
and  participating  in  the  foraging  expeditions  until  November  5,  when  it 
was  ordered  to  move  with  the  corps  out  of  the  works  on  the  Macon  road 
and  encamp.  November  6,  the  regiment  returned  to  its  old  camp  and 
remained  until  November  15,  when  it  moved  out  of  the  city  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  with  the  army  in  the  Savannah  campaign;  inarched  to  near  Stone 
Mountain  and  encamiDed  at  midnight.  November  10,  marched  at  8 
a.  m.;  Lieut.  Col.  Allan  H.  Jackson  relieved  Maj.  William  H.  Hoyt,  and 
took  command  of  the  regiment.  November  17,  broke  camp  at  5  a.  m. 
and  marched  first  in  line,  guarding  the  train;  passed  through  Sheffield; 
crossed  Gum  Creek ;  halted  for  the  night  four  miles  from  Social  Circle. 
November  18,  marched  at  5  a.  m.,  passed  through  Social  Circle,  and 
advanced  to  within  two  miles  of  Madison.  November  19,  moved  out 
with  the  Second  Division  on  a  separate  expedition ;  no  fighting  occurred ; 
joined  the  corps  in  company  with  the  brigade  and  division  November  22, 
and  entered  the  city  of  Milledgeville,  Ga. ;  went  into  camp  late  at  night. 
November  23,  regiment  lay  still.  November  24,  marched  until  late  at 
night.  November  25,  crossed  a  large  swamp  and  encamped  for  the 
night.  November  26,  advanced  into  Sandersville ;  One  hundred  and 
thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  formed  part  of  the  grand  guard  of 
tlie  division.  November  27,  the  regiment  assisted  in  destroying  a  part 
of  the  Georgia  Central  Kailroad.  November  28,  assisted  the  brigade  in 
guarding  the  corps  headquarters  train  to  the  Station  No.  11.  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  marched  about  seven  miles,  and  destroyed  railroad  track  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  November  30,  assisted  in  destroying  a  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Ogeechee  Eiver;  marched  fifteen  miles  at  night  to 
join  the  division. 

December  1,  regiment  marched  in  advance  of  the  ordnance  train  of 
the  division.  December  2,  marched  to  J  Juck  Head  (h’eek  and  encam])ed 
for  the  night.  December  3,  guarded  the  train.  Decend)er  4,  marched 
with  the  brigade  and  went  into  camj)  7  p.  m.  December  5,  marched 
steadily  all  day.  December  6,  marched  through  a  marshy  (country. 
Decembei’  7,  had  difficulty  crossing  swamps.  December  8,  advanced 
witli  division  toward  Savannah ;  did  not  encounter  the  enemy.  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  advanced,  with  skirmishing  in  front;  First  Division  met  the 
enemy;  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  leading 
the  Second  Brigade,  were  ordercMl  to  sui)i)ort  the  First  Division;  ad¬ 
vanced  splendidly  on  the  double-quick;  the  enemy  retreated;  regi- 
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ment  went  on  picket.  December  10,  regiment  remained  on  picket  until 
Ip.  in.  5  advanced  to  within  six  miles  of  Savannah.  December  11, 
.moved  at  8  a.  m.  slowly  toward  the  leftj  took  a  position  in  range  ofthe 
enemj^’s  gnnsj  were  relieved  and  took  a  position  on  the  left,  on  the 
river-bank  in  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  December  12,  regiment  lay 
still.  December  18,  liad  1  commissioned  officer  killed  and  1  man 
wounded;  at  night  regiment  crossed  the  river  and  fortified  on  Hutch¬ 
inson’s  Island.  December  14,  advanced  and  took  possession  of  rice  mill 
and  settlement,  and  fortified  our  ])osition;  held  onr  position  under  a 
severe  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy  (where  we  had  0  men  wounded  and  • 
1  killed)  until  December  21,  when  the  enemy  had  evacuated  the  night  1 
before  and  the  regiment  advanced  into  the  city  of  Savannah. 

WM.  H.  HOYT, 

'  Major^  Commanding  Regiment. 


Xo.  110.  .  '  . 

Report  of  Maj.  Lewis  1).  Warner^  One  hundred  and  ffty-fourth  Neiv  " 

Yorlc  Infantry.  . 

Hdqks.  154th  Kegiment  Xew  \Y)RK  Volunteers,  j 

Savannahj  Ga.^  December  26^  1804.  ‘] 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  circular  of  the  23d 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ])art 
taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  fifty -fourth  Itegiment  New  Yhmk  Volun¬ 
teers,  under  my  command,  in  the  various  movements  of  the  Army  of  ' 
Georgia  from  the  15th  day  of  November  to  the  21st  day  of  December, 
1864,  inclusive: 

November  15,  marched  at  8  a.  m.  toward  Decatur,  the  regiment 
leading  the  brigade;  passed  through  Decatur  and  encamj)ed  within  ' 
three  miles  of  Stone  Mountain.  November  16,  marched  at  8  a.  m.. 
Second  Brigade  leading  the  coit)s;  course,  easterly  along  the  line  . 
of  the  Georgia  railroad.  November  17,  marched  at  5  a.  m.;  course, 

the  same  as  yesterday.  November  18,  marched  at  5  a.  m. ;  iiassed  ] 

through  the  village  of  Social  Circle,  and  encamped  within  two  ■ 
miles  of  Madison.  November  19,  marclted  at  5  a.  m.;  x)assed  through  < 
Madison  at  daybreak;  followed  the  line  of  the  railroad,  a  considerable 
portion  of  which  we  tore  up  and  burned,  and  encamped  within  two  ; 
miles  of  the  Ocfonee  Kiver.  November  20,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  course,  i 
down  the  right  bank  of  the  river  toward  Milledgeville.  November  21, 
marched  at  7.30  a.  m.  in  a  southerly  direction,  passing  about  six  miles  : 
to  the  left  of  Eatontoii.  November  22,  marched  at  6  a.  m.,  the  regi¬ 
ment  leading  the  division;  crossed  Little  lliver  on  i)ontoon  bridge;  ; 

entered  Milledgeville  at  dark;  crossed  to  left  bank  ofthe  river  and 
encamxied  at  10  p.  in.;  entire  regiment  on  ])icket.  November  23,  regi¬ 
ment  on  picket  until  near  night,  and  Avas  then  liifiieved  by  troops  of 
Third  Brigade;  did  not  march  to-day.  November  24,  marched  at  7  a.  ^ 
m.  toward  Sandersville.  November  25,  marched  at  6.30  a.  in.;  ]»assed  . 
through  Hebron;  halted  near  Buffalo  Creek,  Avhile  the  bridge  was  being  - 
rebuilt;  crossed  after  dark  and  encamjied  on  the  left  bank.  November  , 
26,  marched  at  6  a.  m. ;  regiment  guard  to  brigade  train;  reached  San-  ’ 
dersville  about  noon ;  lialted  until  nearly  night  and  then  marched  to 
the  Georgia  Central  Kailroad,  which  we  struck  at  Tennille  Station; 
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moved  easterly  along  tlie  road  about  two  miles  aud  encamped.  ^N'ovem- 
ber  27,  roused  up  about  1a.m.  by  a  false  alarm;  moved  tbe  regiment 
to  a  new  position;  at  7  a.  m.  moved  out  upon  the  railroad,  baiting  to 
tear  up  and  burn  the  track  as  we  advanced;  followed  the  railroad 
about  five  miles,  and  then  marched  to  Davisborough,  where  we 
encamped  at  10  p.  m.  hTovember  28,  brigade  detailed  to  accompany  the 
cori)S  train  to  8piers  Station,  to  march  at  10  a.  m.,  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-fourth  New  York  leading  the  brigade;  reached  the  station  at 
vsunset;  regiment  on  picket.  November  29,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  toward 
Station  No.  10;  reached  here  at  12  m.  and  passed  the  remainder  of  the 
day  tearing  up  and  burning  the  track  from  one  mile  west  of  the  station 
to  the  Ogeechee  River.  November  30,  passed  nearly  the  whole  day 
destroying  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Ogeechee  River;  at  4  p.  m. 
marched  to  join  the  division,  which  was  encamped  near  Louisville; 
crossed  the  river  here  and  encamped  at  9  p.  m. 

December  1,  marched  at  8  a.  m.;  regiment  guard  to  headquarters 
Left  Wing;  course,  southeast  toward  Millen.  December  2,  marched  at 
6  a.  m.;  course,  same  as  yesterday;  crossed  Buck  Head  Creek  and 
encamped  near  its  eastern  bank.  December  3,  marched  at  10  a.  m. ; 
regiment  guard  to  division  train ;  crossed  the  Augusta  railroad  about 
three  miles  north  of  Millen  just  at  dark;  moved  slowly  on  and  en¬ 
camped  at  10.30  p.  m.  December  4,  marched  at  10  a.  m.  in  rear  of  corps 
and  cavalry  train;  course,  toward  Springfield.  December  5,  marched 
at  7  a.  m.;  course,  same  as  yesterday.  December  0,  marched  at 
8  a.  m.;  same  course.  December  7,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  en¬ 
camped  at  8  p.  m.  within  one  mile  of  Springfield.  December  8, 
marched  ax  6.30  a.  m.,  passing  through  Springfield.  December  9, 
marched  at  7.30  a.  m.;  course,  toward  Savannah;  some  skirmishing 
in  our  front;  regiment  not  engaged.  December  10,  Second  Brigade 
marched  back  about  two  miles  ami  took  position  in  rear  of  the  train, 
which  we  were  to  guard  this  day;  moved  forward  at  12  m.;  struck 
the  Charleston  railroad  just  before  night  and  ten  miles  from  Savannah; 
encamped  at  8  p.  m.  within  five  miles  of  the  city.  December  11,  moved 
at  10  a.  m.  toward  the  river;  took  position  in  front  of  the  enemy’s 
lines,  wliich  were  covered  by  a  canal  and  rice  marsh ;  threw  forward 
skirmishers  and  remained  here  for  three  hours,  when  we  were  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  and  moved  to  the  left  and  rear,  and  en- 
canH)ed  on  the  bank  of  the  river  in  rear  of  the  lines  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
where  we  remained,  furnishing  piedvets  for  the  river-bank  and  also 
heavy  fatigue  details  for  the  fortifications  in  our  front  until  the  morning 
of  December  21,  when,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  during  the  preced¬ 
ing  night,  we  moved  forward  into  the  city,  and  encamped  just  outside, 
at  the  terminus  of  Bull  street. 

The  casualties  during  the  time  cov'^ered  by  the  above  report  were  as 
follows.* 

Several  others  received  slight  injuries  from  contusion  by  shells,  which 
burst  in  camp  at  various  times  between  the  11th  and  21st,  but  the 
injuries  were  not  sufficiently  serious  to  call  for  a  report. 

All  of  which  is  respectfidly  submitted. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  I).  WARNER, 

MajoTj  Commandiny  Uegiment 

Col.  P.  H.  Jones, 

Comdy.  ^Second  tSecoud  JHv.y  Twcntielli  Army  Corps. 


*  Nominal  list  (ouuttefi)  sliows  1  killed,  wounde<l,  and  4  missing. 
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No.  111. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Cresson,  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania -Veteran  Vols., 

Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  26.,  1864.* 
When  [November  15]  we  again  broke  camj)  and  resumed  the  line  of 
march,  having  an  uninterrupted  march,  with  little  variety,  subsisting 
chiefly  on  the  country  through  which  we  passed,  losing  no  men  by 
straggling  or  capture,  arriving  in  front  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  on  the  even 
ing  of  December  10,  and  took  up  position  the  day  following  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  directly  opposite  the  center  of  Hutchinson’s  Island,  where 
we  remained  until  the  14th  instant,  when  I  received  orders  from  Col¬ 
onel  Jones,  commanding  brigade,  to  cross  my  regiment  to  Hutchinson’s 
Island  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  commanding  forces 
on  the  island.  I  crossed  my  men  in  small  boats  about  dusk  and  reported 
according  to  orders.  We  remained  in  this  location,  throwing  up  earth¬ 
works  during  the  night  to  protect  the  men  from  the  shelling  of  the 
enemy,  who,  from  a  gun-boat  and  a  river  shore  battery,  poured  a  con¬ 
stant  fire  at  the  mill  around  which  we  were  posted.  Owing  to  our 
exposed  position  we  were  unable  to  work  during  the  day.  The  place 
being  held  as  a  point  of  observation,  every  exertion  was  made  by  me 
to  obtain  by  personal  attention  as  much  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
as  possible.  On  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant  a  noise  was  detected 
in  the  direction  of  the  city  directly  after  dark,  sounding  much  like  the 
laying  of  a  pontoon  bridge.  Esxiecial  attention  was  paid  to  the  noise 
for  about  two  hours,  when,  feeling  confident  that  the  enemy  were  throw¬ 
ing  a  body  of  troops  from  the  Georgia  to  the  Carolina  shore,  my  adju¬ 
tant,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  crossed  the  river  about 
10  j).  m.  and  reported  the  fact  of  the  noise  and  the  opinion  of  those  on 
the  island  concerning  the  cause  of  it  to  Col.  P.  H.  Jones,  commanding 
Second  P>rigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps.  The  morn¬ 
ing  following — December  21,  instant — I  was  ordered  to  rejoin  the  bri¬ 
gade,  which  was  then  marching  toward  the  city.  Owing  to  the  limited 
number  of  boats,  my  regiment  Avas  not  all  crossed  until  nearly  noon, 
when  we  marched  in  the  city  and  joined  it  at  about  3  p.  m.  December 
21,  1864. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  C.  CKESSON, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  Vet.'Vols. 
Capt.  N.  K.  Bray, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


No.  112. 

Report  of  Cax)t.  Walter  G.  Dumi,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 

History  of  the  command  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Begiment 
Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  from  November  15,  1864,  to  Decem¬ 
ber  2l',  1864: 

November  15,  1864,  lett  Atlanta,  Ga.,  at  7  a.  m.  and  encamped  near 
Stone  Mountain,  Ga.,  at  2.30  a.  m.  on  the  Bock  Bridge  road.  November 

*  For  portion  of  re])ort  Qiere  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see. 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  1,  p.  672. 
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16,  on  the  march  from  8.30  a.  m.  until  night.  N^ovember  17,  on  the 
march.  November  18,  left  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.  and  encamped  at  night 
near  Madison,  Ga.  November  19,  1864,  passed  through  Madison,  Ga., 
at  daylight,  regiment  in  advance  of  the  division  destroying  railroad. 
November  20,  on  the  march  destroying  railroad  at  night  and  encamped. 
November  21,  on  the  march.  November  22,  on  the  march;  reached 
Milled geville,  Ga.,  at  6  p.  m.  November  23,  lay  in  camp  near  Mil- 
ledgeville,  Ga.  November  24,  left  ^amp  at  7  a.  m.  third  regiment  in 
line  as  train  guard;  encamped  at  11  p.  m.  near  Gum  Creek.  November 
25,  on  the  march  at  7  a.  m.  until  noon;  then  halted ;  at  night  fall  crossed 
swamp  and  Big  Buffalo  Creek  and  encamped.  November  26,  on  the 
march;  advance  guard  of  the  division  passed  through  Sandersville, 
Ga.,  and  encamped  at  night  near  the  railroad.  November  27,  command 
was  engaged  in  destroying  railroad;  encamped  at  11  p.  m.  near  Bavis- 
borough,  Ga.;  rear  guard  of  division.  November  28,  on  the  march; 
guard  on  corps  headquarters  train ;  encamped  at  night  at  Spiers  Turn¬ 
out.  November  29,  on  the  march  at  daylight,  destroying  railroad.  No¬ 
vember  30,  still  destroying  railroad;  also  railroad  bridge ;  then  crossed 
the  river  and  encamped  at  11  p.  m. 

December  1,  on  the  march.  December  2,  on  the  march  all  day; 
encamped  at  4  p.  m.  near  Buck  Head  Creek.  December  3,  on  the 
march;  train  guard;  swampy  country.  December  4,  5,  and  6,  on  the 
march,  making  slow  progress  on  account  of  swamps  and  poor  roads. 
December  7,  on  the  march  at  8  a.  m. ;  encamped  at  8.30  p.  m.  near 
Springfield,  Ga.  December  8,  passed  Sinfingfield,  Ga.,  and  encamped 
at  3.30  p.  m.  December  9,  arms  and  accouterments  inspected;  then  on 
the  march  and  encamped  at  dark.  December  10,  left  camp  at  day¬ 
light;  rear  guard  on  wagon  train;  marched  till  dark  and  encamx^ed 
about  five  miles  and  a  half  from  Savannah,  Ga.  December  11,  took 
position  on  river.  December  12  to  20,  still  lying  near  the  river  doing 
])icket  duty  and  giving  details  for  foraging  expeditions;  also  engaged 
in  erecting- fortifications.  Casualties  were  none.  December  21,  left 
our  jmsition  and  entered  Savannah,  Ga.,  at  8  a.  m. 

WALTEB  G.  DUNN, 

Captain  Company  C,  Comdg.  lOOth  Eegt.  Pennsylvania  Vols, 


No.  113. 

Heport  of  Col.  Henry  A.  Barniim,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New 
York  Infantry^  eommanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

/Savannah^  Ga.^  December  26',  icS6‘i. 

Captain 

November  15,  the  brigade  with  the  division  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m. 
and  inarched  out  on  Decatur  street,  and  at  9  a.  m.  took  up  the  inarch. 
This  command,  being  the  rear  of  the  Second  Division  inline,  x>assed 
through  Decatur  and  encami)ed  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  Kith  on  the  Bock 
Bridge  road,  fifteen  miles  from  Atlanta.  The  One  hundred  and  eh‘venth 
Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  did  not  march  with  the  brigade,  but 


*  For  portion  of  report  (hero  omitted)  relatinjjj  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Voh  XXXIX,  Part  1,  p.  673. 
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remained  in  the  city  until  the  16th  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of  rail¬ 
roads  and  public  buildings,  and  then  joined  the  column  of  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Corps.  November  16,  marched  at  8  a.  m.,  passed  Mountain 
Creek  at  10  a.  m.  and  Yellow  Eiver  at  12  m.,  and  encamped  at  6  p.  m.  on 
Henry’sfarm.  During  the  most  of  the  afternoon  the  brigade  was  engaged 
in  assisting  the  trains  up  steep  and  difficult  hills.  Made  eight  miles 
this  day.  November  17,  marched  at  5  a.  m.,  this  brigade  in  advance  of 
corps.  Crossed  Big  and  Little  Haynes  Creeks,  also  Gum  Creek.  Marched 
through  Sheffield  at  10  a.  m.  and  encamped  at  5  p.  m.  near  Ulcofauha- 
chee  Kiver.  Day’s  travel,  sixteen  miles.  November  18,  marched  at  5 

а.  m.,  the  brigade  being  distributed  as  train  guard.  Passed  Social 

Circle  at  9  a.  m.,  and  encamped  near  Madison  at  6  p.  m.  Day’s  travel,  fif¬ 
teen  miles.  November  19,  marched  at  5  a.  m.,  division  being  detached 
from  main  column;  passed  through  Madison  and  along  the  Augusta 
railroad,  and  bivouacked  at  Blue  Spring,  near  the  Oconee  Eiver,  at 
4  p.  m.  Detachment  destroyed  the  bridge  over  the  Oconee  Eiver,  and 
the  balance  of  the  command  destroyed  the  railroad  in  the  vicinity.  Day’s 
travel,  fifteen  miles.  November  20,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  reached  the 
Oconee  Eiver  at  8  a.  m.  at  Parks’  Planing  Mills,  which  were  destroyed, 
and  encamped  at  Denham’s  Factory.  Day’s  travel,  fifteen  miles.  No¬ 
vember  21,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  Burned  Denham’s  Factory,  tan¬ 
nery,  and  adjacent  buildings,  except  dwelling  houses.  Marched  fif¬ 
teen  miles  and  encamped  on  Nesbit’s  plantation  at  6  p.  m.  November 
22,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  and  joined  the  main  column  at  12  m.  Passed 
through  the  city  of  Milledgeville  unopposed  at  about  7  p.  m.  Crossed 
the  Oconee  and  encamped  about  one  mile  east  of  the  city  at  9  p.  m. 
Day’s  travel,  fifteen  miles.  November  23,  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  rejoined  the  brigade.  The 
brigade  marched  to  Midway,  destroyed  the  station-house  and  rail¬ 
road  to  the  city,  including  a  large  trestle  bridge  over -  Creek, 

and  returned  to  camp  at  6  p.  m.  Distance  marched,  six  miles. 
November  24,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  and  encamped  at  dark  near  Gum 
Creek,  thirteen  miles  from  Milledgeville.  November  25,  marched  at 

б. 30  and  reached  Buftalo  Creek  at  12  m.  Detained  by  destruction  of 
bridges  till  9  p.  m.  Crossed  the  creek  and  encamped.  Day’s  travel, 
eight  miles.  November  26,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  Eeached  Sanders ville 
at  12  m.  Skirmish  by  the  advance.  Formed  line  south  of  town,  and 
at  1  p.  m.  marched  to  Tennille  Station  with  the  division  and  destroyed 
railroad  toward  Davisborough  till  6  p.  m.,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 
Day’s  travel,  twelve  miles.  November  27,  renewed  destruction  of  rail¬ 
road  at  7  a.  m.,  and  at  12  m.  marched  toward  Davisborough,  crossing 
Williamson’s  Swamp  Creek,  and  encamping  at  Davisborough  at  9.30 
p.  m.  Day’s  travel,  fifteen  miles.  November  28,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  with 
division  and  returned  to  a  point  about  eight  miles  from  Davisborough, 
and  commenced  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  where  we  left  olt‘  the  day 
before.  At  about  2  p.  m.  this  brigade  was  attacked  by  a  force  of  cav¬ 
alry,  which  was  quickly  repulsed  and  driven  off  with  some  loss.  Had 
1  man  wounded  and  4  men  captured.  At  5  p.  m.  marched  back  to 
Davisborough  and  encami)ed  at  7  p.  m.  Day’s  travel,  sixteen  miles. 
November  29,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  to  Spiers  Station,  thence  to  Bostwick, 
and  encamped  at  7  p.  m.  Day’s  travel,  nineteen  miles.  November 
30,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  Crossed  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  at  4  p.  m.,  and 
encamped  at  7  j).  m.  Day’s  travel,  ten  miles. 

December  1,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  this  brigade  leading  the  corps,  and  biv¬ 
ouacked  at  6  p.  m.  near  Bark  Camp  Creek.  Day’s  travel,  thirteen  miles. 
December  2,  marched  at  6a.m.,  crossed  Buck  Head  Creek  and  encamped 
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near  Buck  Head  Chureli.  Day^s  travel,  eleven  miles.  December  3, 
marched  at  12  m.,  i^assing’  near  the  prisoners’  stockade  north  of  Milieu  j 
crossed  the  Augusta  railroad  at  7  p.  m.;  engaged  the  rest  of  the  night  in 
assisting  the  trains  over  the  almost  impassable  roads,  and  bivouacked  at 
4  a.  m.  December  4.  Day’s  travel,  lifteeu  miles.  December  4,  marched 
at  8  a.  m.  and  passed  over  a  very  bad  road  and  bivouacked  at  7  p.  m. 
Day's  travel,  fifteen  miles.  December  5,  marched  at  6  a.  m. ;  crossed 
Crooked  Greek  at  dark  and  bivouacked  on  east  bank.  Day’s  travel,  six¬ 
teen  miles.  December  6,  marched  at  7  a.  m. ;  progress  slow ;  bivouacked 
at  7  p.  m.  Day’s  travel,  nine  miles.  December  7,  marched  at  7  a.  m.; 
100  wagons  assigned  to  this  brigade  to  assist  forward;  bivouacked  near 
Si)ringfield  at  8  p.  m.  Day’s  travel,  ten  miles.  December  8,  marched 
at  G.30,  division  being  ufiencumbered  with  wheels;  somewhat  detained 
by  the  roads  being  blockaded;  bivouacked  at  5  p.  m.  near  Wadley’s 
Mills.  •  Day’s  travel,  ten  miles.  December  9,  marched  at  7.30;  at  4 
p.  m.  the  brigade  was  massed  in  support  of  First  Division,  which 
was  confronted  by  the  enemy  in  works  across  the  road;  the  enemy  was 
soon  routed  and  the  command  encamped  at  about  5  p.  m.  Day’s  travel, 
nine  miles.  December  10,  marched  at  10  a.  m.,  this  command  guarding 
train;  crossed  the  Charleston  railroad  at  12  m.;  moved  down  the 
Augusta  road  to  within  six  miles  of  Savannah  and  encamped  at  3  p.  m. 
Day’s  travel,  ten  miles. 

December  11,  ordered  to  penetrate  to  the  Savannah  Kiver  and  de¬ 
velop  the  enemy’s  line  between  the  Augusta  road  and  the  river; 
marched  at  7  a,  m.;  moved  down  the  Augusta  road  to  within  about 
1,200  yards  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  covering  the  road;  filed  left  and 
marched  toward  the  river  and  parallel  to  the  enemy’s  line,  the  One 
hundred  and  thirty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers  in  advance  as  skir¬ 
mishers,  who  engaged  those  of  the  enemy’s  at  10  a.  m.  The  skirmish 
line  was  extended  to  the  left  by  the  deployment  of  the  One  hundred 
and  second  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  until  they  reached  the  river. 
The  skirmish  line  then  closed  in  on  the  enemy,  but  found  him  strongly 
posted  in  the  thick  woods  and  in  a  strong  line  of  pits.  The  skirmish 
line  was  strengthened  and  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy’s  line,  which, 
with  loud  cheers,  was  gallantly  done.  His  line  was  routed  and  ran 
back  in  great  disorder,  our  men  following  at  a  rapid  run  until  they 
were  opened  upon  with  canister  from  a  strong  fort,  which  had  been 
concealed  from  our  view  by  the  woods.  Our  men  had  reached  to  within 
seventy-five  yards  of  this  work  before  it  was  thus  discovered  to  them. 
They  were  ordered  back  to  the  enemy’s  line  of  pits,  which  was  strength¬ 
ened  and  held  until  night,  when  the  command  threw  up  a  strong 
breast-work  with  pits  in  advance,  and  the  brigade  occui)ied  the  line, 
which  was  only  150  yards  from  the  fort,  as  has  since  been  determined 
by  actual  measurement  (for  position  of  brigade  see  accom])anying  map).* 
December  12,  the  fort  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  brigade  proved  to  be 
an  advanced  work,  covering  a  canal  connecting  with  the  river,  and 
through  which  the  extensive  swamps  and  rice-fields  in  front  of  the 
enemy’s  entire  line  was  flooded.  The  brigade  was  subjcnded  to  a  severe 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  this  advanced  work,  and  of  artillery 
from  his  main  line.  Ourworkswere,  however,  considerably  strengthened 
and  the  position  maintained.  December  13  was  a  repetition  ot  the 
exi)erience  of  the  12th.  December  14,  at  12  a.  m.,  with  Cai)tain  Hobart 
and  eight  men  of  his  company  from  the  Sixtieth  New  York  Veteran 
Volunteers,  and  Cax)t.  L.  S.  Willson,  acting  assistant  insi)ector-general 
of  brigade,  the  (commanding  officer  of  brigade,  made  a  (dose  examination 
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of  the  canal  and  flooded  fields  in  onr  front;  also  the  dikes  separatin^^ 
the  fields  to  Avithin  150  yards  of  the  enemy’s  main  line,  and  determined 
the  depth  and  width  of  the  canal,  the  depth  of  water  in  the  fields,  the 
Avidth  of  the  dikes  and  facilities  for  crossing.  This  examination  aa^s 
prosecuted  till  3  a.  m.  and  the  information  obtained  duly  reported  that 
morning,  and  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  attack  and  carry  the  enemy’s 
adA’anced  work  before  daylight  of  the  jnorning  ol*  the  15th. 

December  15,  regimental  commanders  were  ordered  to  get  their  men 
under  arms  at  12  a.  m.,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  the  brigade  was 
in  full  readiness  for  the  work  by  1  a.  m.  The  battery  Avhich  A\ms  to  co-op¬ 
erate  by  a  flank  fire  from  the  position,  noted  as  Battery  No.  2  on  the 
accompanying  map,  was  by  some  means  delayed  in  getting  into  position 
and  AA  as  not  ready  until  3.30  a.  m.,  besides  which  the  First  Brigade  of 
this  division,  which  with  the  Second  Brigade  was  to  support  the 
movement,  was  prematurely  marched  along  the  immediate  rear  of  our 
works,  and  much  confusion  ensued.  It  was  a  very  cold  night,  and  the 
stamping  of  the  men  upon  the  frozen  ground  and  rekindling  of  the  sub¬ 
dued  fires  was  sufticient  to  alarm  the  enemy,  who  gave  palpable  evi¬ 
dence  of  being  ready  to  receive  us.  This  fact  was  reported  to  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  division,  and  the  undersigned  was 
directed  to  use  his  OAvn  discretion  whether  to  proceed  or  to  abandon 
the  attack.  The  troops  were  ordered  into  position  for  assault.  The 
Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  was  in  position  on  the 
beach  of  the  river,  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  the  left  of  our  works  as  reserve,  and  the  Sixtieth  New  York 
Veteran  Volunteers  and  One  hundred  and  second  New  York  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers  Avere  in  position  in  front  of  our  works,  and  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  nearly  so,  Avheii  Captain  Lambert,  of 
division  staff,  communicated  the  perem})tory  order  of  the  general  com¬ 
manding  division  to  withdraw,  Avhich  Avas  reluctantly  done  at  4.15  a. 
m.  December  20,  other  than  tlie  aboA^e  the  brigade  was  engaged,  dur¬ 
ing  the  occupation  of  this  position,  in  building  traverses  in  our  Avorks 
and  otherwise  strengthening  them  to  iwotectjhe  command  from  the 
almost  continuous  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy’s  AVorks  and  gun-boats 
which  came  up  the  river  so  as  to  enfilade  our  line;  also  in  constructing 
Batteries  1,  2,  and  3  in  front  of  this  division.  Toward  evening  of  this 
day  indications  appeared  that  the  enemy  Avas  either  evacuating  or  pre¬ 
paring  to  evacuate,  and  the  picket  was  ordered  to  keep  a  close  av  atch 
u])on  his  movements.  He  kept  up  an  unusually  severe  artillery  fire 
along  his  entire  line  until  11  p.  m.,  Avhen  he  totally  ceased  his  fire. 

December  21,  at  12  a.  m.  the  commandant  of  the  brigade  ])ersonally 
reconnoitered  the  enemy’s  position  and  consulted  Avith  the  brigade 
officer  of  the  day,  Capt.  S.  B.  Wheelock,  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers.  At  2.30  the  reconnaissance  was  repeated  and  the 
conviction  entertained  that  the  Avorks  in  our  front  av  ere  Aaicated,  though 
an  occasional  discharge  of  artillery  was  heard  far  to  the  right.  Ten 
men  were  furnished  by  Lieut.  Col.  H.  S.  Chatlield,  commanding  tlie 
One  hundred  and  se(?ond  Ncav  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  Avho  Avere 
dei)loyed  in  front  of  the  picket-pits  and,  under  direction  of  and  accom- 
l)aiiied  by  the  brigades  officer  of  the  day  and  the  commander,  ad¬ 
vanced  cautiously,  and  receiving  no  opposition  entered  the  advanced 
works  of  the  enemy  at  3.20  a.  m.  The  undei  signed  immediately  dis¬ 
patched  a  staft*  officer  to  acciuaint  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
the  division  Avith  this  fact,  and  ordered  the  brigade  under  arms  and 
the  One  hundred  and  second  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  into  the 
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works,  and  witli  tlie  ten  men  advanced  on  the  main  line,  crossing  the 
flooded  fields  on  the  river-bank  and  the  two  dikes  separating  the  fields 
and  entering  the  enemy’s  main  works  at  3.40  a.  m.  Another  staff  offi¬ 
cer  was  immediately  dispatched  to  communicate  this  fact  to  the  general 
commanding  division,  and  the  brigade  was  put  into  the  main  line,  and 
a  strong  skirmish  line  advanced  500  yards.  The  undersigned  also 
placed  guards  on  all  the  guns  found  in  the  enemy’s  works  from  the 
Augusta  road  to  the  river,  eleven  in  number,  seven  of  which  were  in 
the  advanced  work,  nearest  our  line.  The  general  commanding  division 
having  arrived  further  operations  were  conducted  under  his  direction. 
After  waiting  some  time  for  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  this 
division  to  arrive  this  brigade  was  put  in  motion  and  marched  through 
Axley’s  plantation  to  the  Augusta  road,  the  brigade  moving  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order:  One  hundred  and  second  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers, 
One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers, Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Vet¬ 
eran  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers,  and  Sixtieth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  with  a  strong  skir¬ 
mish  line  from  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers 
extending  from  the  river  to  the  Augusta  road.  The  column  then  moved 
down  the  Augusta  road,  and  at  about  half  a  mile  from  the  junction  of 
the  Augusta  road  with  the  Charleston  railroad  was  met  by  the  mayor 
and  a  delegation  of  aldermen  of  the  city  with  a  flag  of  truce,  who  for¬ 
mally  surrendered  the  city  of  Savannah.  With  lusty  cheers  at  every 
step  the  column  pressed  forward  and  entered  the  city  on  West  Broad 
street  from  the  Augusta  road,  marched  down  ^Y^st  Broad  to  Bay 
street,  and  down  Bay  street  to  the  Exchange  or  City  Hall,  from  the  bal¬ 
cony  of  which  was  displayed  the  national  colors  of  the  regiments  of 
this  brigade  and  the  division  flag  at  0  a.  m.  By  order  of  the  general 
commanding  division  the  Sixtieth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  was 
left  at  the  entrance  of  the  city  at  the  canal  crossing  as  guard,  with 
instructions  to  prevent  any  other  troops  from  entering  the  city  until 
quiet  and  order  could  be  established,  and  the  undersigned  was  also 
directed  to  disperse  the  riotous  crowds  of  poor  whites  and  negroes,  who 
were  sacking  the  stores  and  store-houses.  This  brigade  was  immedi¬ 
ately  deployed  throughout  the  city  as  patrols  through  the  streets  and 
guards  over  the  various  kinds  of  public  property,  ordnance,  and  stores, 
and  two  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers  were  sent  to  Fort  Jackson,  citizens  were  sent  to  their 
houses,  and  crowds  dispersed  and  order  and  quiet  soon  established. 
At  8.30  a.  111.,  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  having  arrived,  this  bri¬ 
gade  was  assembled  and  put  by  regiments  in  sub-districts  of  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  city  bounded  by  Bull  and  Jones  streets  and  the  canal  and 
Savannah  Biver,  constituting  about  one-third  of  the  city.  December 
24,  by  order  of  General  Geary,  commanding  division  and  post,  the 
undersigned  Avas  appointed  provost-marshal  of  the  west  half  of  the  city 
from  Bull  street,  and  the  troops  of  this  command  continued  as  provost 
guard,  at  which  duty  they  are  still  employed. 

Injustice  to  the  officers  and  men  of  this  brigade  it  is  here  recorded 
that  they  were  the  first  to  discover  the  evacuation  by  the  enemy  of  his 
works,  tlie  first  to  occupy  them,  the  first  to  enter  the  city  (the  skir¬ 
mishers  of  tlie  One  hundred  and  torty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers 
luwing  entered  the  city  half  an  hour  in  advance  of  the  brigade),  the  first 
to  take  possession  of  and  guard  all  the  captured  ordnrnce  and  stores 
of  every  kind  in  and  below  the  city  and  in  the  enemy’s  works  from  the 
Augusta  road  to  the  river  j  that  they  captured  the  greater  part  of  the 
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prisoners  taken,  and  until  8.30  a.  m.  of  tlie  21st  were  the  only  organized 
body  of  our  troops  in  the  city.  Casualties  have  been  heretofore  reported 
in  detail,  a  summary  of  wliich  is  hereto  attached;  also  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  effective  force  at  the  commencement  and  close  of  the 
campaign. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  soldierly  conduct  of  the  men 
of  this  command  generally  throughout  the  campaign,  and  particularly 
since  the  occupation  of  this  city;  and  the  officers,  with  few  exceptions, 
were  worthy  leaders  of  the  men.  Those  who  constitute  the  exceptions 
will  not  accompany  us  on  the  next  camioaign.  My  personal  and  depart¬ 
mental  staff  are  hereby  mentioned  as  exceedingly  competent  and  faith¬ 
ful.  The  distance  marched  by  this  command  from  the  time  of  leaving 
Atlanta  until  the  occupation  of  Savannah  was  325  miles. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  BAENUM, 

Colonel  149th  Neiv  Yorlc  Volunteers^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  W.  T.  Forbes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Summary  of  casualties  in  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  for  the 
campaign  ending  December  21,  1864. 


Comparative  report  of  effective  force. 


Effective  force  September  2,  186t .  1, 199 

Kecniits  received  (luring  campaign .  128 


1,327 

Effective  force  December  21,  1864  .  1,  435 

Increase  in  effective  force .  236 


No.  114. 

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  Elliott.,  Sixtieth  New  Yorh  Infantry.* 

The  regiment  left  Atlanta  on  the  15th  of  November,  and  on  the  22d 
were  among  the  first  troops  that  entered  the  capital  of  Georgia.  1  )uring 
the  march  to  Milledgeville  all  iniblici  iirojicrty  and  matter  available  to 
the  enemy  was  either  destroyed  or  approiniated ;  among  the  rest  the 


^  For  ])ortioii  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  !>■  G74. 
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iiotod  and  extoiisivo  ])oidiain\s  tannery  and  shoe  inannfaetory,  near 
F]}itonton,  in  which  duty  the  regiment  participated.  On  the  2dd  tlie 
command  was  engaged  and  assisted  in  destroying  the  railroad  from 
Millcdgeville  iirthe  direction  of  Gordon  Junction,  returning  the  same 
niglit  and  leaving  Millcdgeville  on  the  24th.  On  the  20th  tlie  Georgia 
(hmtral  fvailroad  was  struck  and  the  W'ork  of  destruction  commenced, 
which  duty  was  repeated  at  times  thronghout  the  remainder  of  the 
(*am])aign.  On  the  28th  of  November,  while  engaged  in  this  duty  near 
Da  visborough,  the  regiment  was  attacked  by  and  became  engaged  with 
about  200  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  Avho  were  driven  from  imsition  and 
were  among  the  first  of  the  enemy  seen  since  the  campaign  began.  On 
the  30th,  after  crossing  theOgeechee  Eiver,  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  guard  and  destroy  the  bridge,  which  duty  was  thoroughly  performed 
on  the  morning  of  December  1.  The  regiment  rejoined  the  brigade  the 
same  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31th  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  right 
of  the  brigade,  and  before  the  day  closed  were  in  line  confronting  the 
enemy  in  front  of  Savannah.  From  the  1st  to  the  11th  of  December 
the  duty  of  the  regiment  had  been  the  usual  destruction  of  public  prop¬ 
erty  and  the  laborious  work  of  crossing  Georgia  swam})s  with  heavy 
trains.  The  position  taken  by  the  regiment  on  the  11th  was  retained 
till  the  imhning  of  the  21st,  resulting  in  the  following  casualties:  2 
officers  and  4  enlisted  men  wounded.  At  3.30  o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  21st  the  regiment  was  in  line,  constituting  a  portion  of  the  com¬ 
mand  that  entered  Savannah  at  sunrise.  The  regiment  was  assigned 
the  duty  of  guarding  the  approaches  to  the  city  near  the  canal.  In 
])erforming  this  duty  a  body  of  the  enemy  was  soon  discovered,  consist¬ 
ing  of  two  commissioned  officers  and  thirty-four  enlivsted  men,  who  were 
guarding  an  extensive  arsenal,  which  was  duly  surrendered  Avith  its 
guard  to  a  detachment  sent  out  for  the  x)urpose.  Besides  these,  a  num¬ 
ber  were  captured  on  the  occupation  of  the  city. 

AVith  the  capture  of  Savannah  closes  the  campaign.  History  will 
record  the  results  as  a  monumental  record  to  the  master  mind  conceiv¬ 
ing  it;  a  grateful  nation  aAvaits  Avith  a  hearty  greeting  for  the  will¬ 
ing  hearts  and  strong  arms  that  have  executed.” 

llesi)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  serAmnt, 

THOMAS  ELLIOTT, 

Major^  Commanding  Sixtieth  Regiment  Neiv  Yorh  Veteran  Vols. 


No.  115. 

Report  of  TAent.  Col.  Harvey  S.  Chatjield,  One  hundred  and  second  Hew 

York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  1()2d  Regiment  Neav  York  A^eteran  A^ols., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  2(),  1864. 

Captain  :* 

November  To,  pursuant  to  orders  received  from  brigade  headquar¬ 
ters,  broke  camp  at  G  a.  m.  and  started  upon  the  campaign  through 
Georgia.  Marched  on  the  Decatur  road  along  the  line  of  the  Augusta 
railroad,  starting  at  7  a.  m.  Owing  to  the  Avagon  trains,  our  ])rog- 
ress  Avas  necessarily  sIoaa^  and  tedious.  Alarched  throughout  the  day. 
November  IG,  continued  our  march  until  4  a.  m.,  Avhen  the  regiment 

*  For  portion  of  re])ort  (hero  omitted)  relatinji:  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  8ee 
Vol.  XXXIX,  I’art  I,  p.  (575. 
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bivouacked  near  Stone  Mountain,  liaving  marched  since  the  morning 
previous  about  fifteen  miles.  At  8  a.  m.  again  moved  forward 
about  ten  miles  and  bivouacked  about  5  p.  m.  at  Littlefield.  No¬ 
vember  17,  started  about  5  a.  m.;  marched  about  fifteen  miles  and 
bivouacked  near  Gum  Creek  at  5  p.  m.  November  18,  started  at 
5.30  a.  m.;  marched  about  twenty  miles  and  biv^ouacked  near  Madi¬ 
son,  (fa.,  at  5.30  p.  m.  November  19,  started  about  5  a.  m.;  marched 
about  ten  miles  and  bivouacked  just  beyond  Buck  Head  and  near  the 
Appalachee  Kiver  at  4  p.  m.  During  the  afternoon  the  regiment 
destroyed  about  800  yards  of  railroad  track  on  the  Augusta  railroad 
by  tearing  up  the  track  and  burning  the  ties.  November  20,  started 
at  7  a.  m.;  left  the  line  of  the  Augusta  railroad;  marched  about  fifteen 
miles  and  bivouacked  at  Denham’s  Factory  at  5.15  ]>.  m.  November 
21,  started  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  about  ten  miles  through  a  drenching 
rain-storm  and  bivouacked  at  Doctor  Nesbit’s  plantation  at  5.30  p.  m. 
November  22,  started  at  6  a.  m.;  about  noon  crossed  the  Gconee 
liiver,  joined  the  main  column,  and  entered  Milledgeville  a  little  after 
dark;  marched  across  the  river  at  Milledgeville  and  bivouacked  about 
one  mile  beyond  the  city  at  9  p.  m.,  having  made  about  fifteen  miles 
during  the  day.  November  23,  the  regiment  went  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  in  the  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad  run¬ 
ning  to  Gordon  on  the  Macon  railroad;  worked  until  dark  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  camp,  this  regiment  having  thoroughly  destroyed  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  track.  November  24,  started  at  7  a.  in.; 
marched  about  ten  miles  and  bivouacked  at  6  p.  m.  near  Town  Creek. 
November  25,  started  at  0.30  a.  m.;  marched  about  six  miles  and 
bivouacked  at  9  p.  m.  just  beyond  Buffalo  Creek.  November  20, 
started  at  5  a.  m. ;  i^assed  through  Sandersville,  Ga.,  and  reached  Sta¬ 
tion  13,  on  the  Macon  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  about  4  p.  m.,  having 
marched  fifteen  miles  in  all.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  go  into 
position  in  advance  of  the  brigade,  so  as  to  guard  against  any  attack 
which  might  be  made  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry  upon  the  troops  who 
were  at  work  destroying  the  railroad.  This  order  was  obeyed,  and  the 
regiment  remained  in  line  until  after  dark,  when  it  bivouacked  with 
the  rest  of  the  brigade  near  Station  13.  November  27,  broke  camp  at 
0.30  a.  m.;  continued  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  until  about  2  p. 
m.,  Avhen  our  march  was  continued.  Arrived  at  Davisborough  about 
10  1).  m.,  having  marched  about  twelve  miles  during  the  day.  IHaced 
the  regiment  on  picket  pursuant  to  instructions  received  from  the 
division  field  officer  of  the  day.  November  28,  moved  at  7  a.  m.  back 
to  point  on  the  railroad  distant  some  seven  miles  to  continue  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  railroad.  Commenced  tearing  up  the  track  about  noon; 
after  working  a  short  time  a  portion  of  the  troops  so  engaged  were 
fired  upon  by  a  small  party  of  the  enemy.  I  ordered  the  flank  com¬ 
panies  to  cease  work  and  deploy  as  skirmishers  on  both  sides  of  the 
railroad,  to  guard  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  against  any  attack 
and  allow  them  to  continue  the  destruction  of  the  road.  In  a  short 
time  thereafter,  ])ursuant  to  orders  received  from  Col.  H.  A.  Barnurn, 
commanding,  1  ceased  work  upon  the  railroad  and  marched  back  to 
join  the  main  body  of  troops.  This  order  I  obeyed  with  much  reluc¬ 
tance,  as  the  destruction  of  the  frack  was  incomplete  and  many  of  the 
bridges,  which  were  numerous  along  this  portion  of  the  railroad,  were 
left  undestroyed.  As  soon  as  the  troops  were  drawn  in  we  marched 
ba(;k  to  division  and  bivouacked  at  8  p.  m.  November  29,  started  at  fi 
a.  m.;  marched  twenty  miles  and  bivouacked  at  (>  p.  m.  November  30, 
vstarted  at  G  a.  m.;  marched  about  eight  miles  and  bivouacked  at  G  p. 
m.  near  Louisville. 
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December  1,  started  at  7  a.  m.  5  marched,  as  advance  guard,  about 
twelve  miles  aud  bivouacked  at  5  m.  at  Blazed  Tree  Church.  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  started  at  8  a.  m.  ;  marched  about  eleveu  miles  aud  bivouacked 
about  0  p.  m.  near  Buck  Head  Creek.  December  3,  started  at  12.30 
p.  m. marched  until  midnight  with  numerous  halts  and  over  a  difficult 
road  about  eight  miles.  December  4,  continued  the  march  until  4  a.  m., 
having  made  about  three  miles,  when  the  regiment  bivouacked.  At 
7.30  a.  m.  again  started;  marched  about  six  miles;  the  regiment  was 
placed  on  picket  duty  for  the  night,  with  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  Kew  York  Volunteers.  December  5,  at  7  a.  m.  drew  in  the 
picket  guard,  and  at  9  a.  m.  moved  forward  with  the  column;  marched 
about  fifteen  miles  and  bivouacked  at  9  p.  in.  December  6,  moved  at 
8  a.  m.  ;  marched  about  twelve  miles  over  very  marshy  roads  and 
bivouacked  at  6  x).  m.  December  7,  started  at  7  a.  m.  ;  marched  about 
ten  miles  over  very  difficult  roads  and  bivouacked  at  0  p.  m.  near 
Springfield.  December  8,  started  at  6.30  a.  m.  ;  marched  about  nine 
miles  and  bivouacked  about  4  p.  m.  at  Wadley’s  Mill.  December  9, 
started  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  about  six  miles  and  bivouacked  about  6 
p.  m.  near  Monteith.  December  10,  started  at  9.30  a.  m.;  shortly  after 
starting  the  regiment  was  placed  in  rear  of  the  first  200  wagons  of  the 
corps  train  as  guard  for  the  100  wagons  immediately  preceding  it; 
marched  about  nine  miles  and  bivouacked  about  4  xi.  m.  five  miles  and 
a  half  from  Savannah,  Ga.  December  11,  at  7  a.  m.  moved  out  upon 
the  main  road  to  Savannah  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade;  moved  for¬ 
ward  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  thereon  and  turned  off  to  the  left 
toward  the  Savannah  Eiver.  In  a  short  time  thereafter  the  command 
was  halted,  having  come  ux)  with  the  enemy’s  x^ickets.  In  about  an 
hour  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Barnum,  commanding  the  brigade,  to 
move  forward  the  regiment  and  dexiloy  it  as  skirmishers,  connecting  with 
the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 
which  was  already  deployed  and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  my  line  until  it  reached  the  river,  if  x)0ssible.  When  but  three  com- 
X)anies  uxion  the  right  had  been  dexdoyed  the  river  was  reached.  With 
the  remainder  of  the  regiment  as  a  reserve  I  ordered  the  skirmishers  for¬ 
ward.  They  had  moved  but  about  twenty-five  yards  when  farther 
advance  was  xirevented  by  a  deep  swanq),  and  the  line  had  become  so 
shortened  as  to  render  two  companies  sufficient  to  cover  the  sx)ace 
between  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- seventh  New  York  Veteran  Volun¬ 
teers  and  the  river.  I  therefore  ordered  Oomxiany  I  to  join  the  reserve. 
Moved  the  reserve  forward  nearly  to  the  skirmish  line  and  went  forward 
with  Colonel  Barnum  to  reconnoiter  tlie  xiosition.  To  get  over  the  swamx) 
with  any  force  it  was  found  necessary  to  cross  a  narrow  dike  or  road, 
which  was  commanded  by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  At  this  time 
Caxffain  Maguire  had  succeeded  in  crossing  Avith  a  few  skirmishers,  and 
he  meeting  with  but  little  resistance,  I  ordered  Company  K,  Cax)t.  O. 
J.  Sxiaulding,  to  cross  the  road,  to  quickly  deploy,  and  with  those 
already  across  advance  toward  the  enemy’s  works.  This  was  gallantly 
done,  and  the  enemy  driven  into  his  main  line  of  Avorks.  I  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  the  reserve  forAAmrd,  when  the  enemy  oxiened  uiion  the 
column  with  artillery,  and  the  force  being  insufficient  to  carry  the  AA  orks 
by  assault  aiid  unsup])orted,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to,  form  in 
line  behind  a  natural  dike,  AAddch  had  been  previously  occu})ied  by  the 
enemy  and  Avhich  Avas  but  loO  yards  from  their  main  line.  During 
this  attack  the  regiment  had  two  wounded,  Captain  Spaulding  and 
one  xiGvate,  both  slight.  The  regiment  remained  in  this  x>osition  and 
imnroved  and  strengthened  the  earth-Avork  in  their  front  sufficiently  to 
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in'otect  it  from  the  enemy’s  fire.  At  11.30  p.  m.  it  was  announced  to 
regimental  commanders  by  Colonel  Barnum  that  a  night  attack  was 
ordered  and  the  plan  detailed. 

December  12,  at  12.30  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  called  up  and  prepara¬ 
tions  made  to  assault  the  enemy’s  lines  at  1  a.  m.  At  that  hour  the 
regiment  was  in  readiness,  but  the  attack  was  delayed  and  the  regi¬ 
ment  did  not  commence  to  move  outside  our  line  of  works  to  get  into 
position  until  about  4  a.  m.  This  regiment  was  to  form  the  left  of  the 
second  line  of  the  assaulting  column,  and  the  left  wing  had  filed  over  and 
in  front  of  our  works,  when  the  order  for  attack  was  countermanded, 
and  I  received  orders  to  take  my  original  position  within  our  line  of 
works,  which  I  did.  Eemainedhere  during  the  day,  nothing  occurring 
except  being  annoyed  by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  and  a  few  shells. 
December  13,  early  in  the  morning  I  ordered  the  construction  of  some 
rifle-pits  in  advance  of  our  line  about  ten  rods  and  four  in  number.  The 
enemy’s  sharpshooters  kept  up  an  annoying  fire,  and  occasionally  their 
artillery  opened,  with  no  other  effect  than  the  wounding  of  one  man 
slightly.  December  14,  our  rifle-pits  having  been  finished,  my  skir¬ 
mishers  or  pickets  were  enabled  to  silence  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  to  a 
considerable  extent.  During  the  day  the  gun-boat  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  river,  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  left  of  my  regiment,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  line  with  shot  and  shell  from  6J  and  9  inch  guns, 
from  the  effects  of  which  I  iiad  five  men  slightly  wounded.  From  this 
time  until  December  20  nothing  occurred  beyond  the  usual  picket-firing 
and  occasional  shelling  by  the  enemy.  About  9  p.  m.  my  pickets  on 
the  left  of  the  regiment  reported  that  the  men  in  the  enemy’s  works  in 
our  front  could  be  seen  apparently  moving  to  the  right  (their  left),  and 
soon  thereafter  the  enemy  could  be  heard  crossing  a  pontoon  bridge, 
apparently  opposite  the  city.  A  strict  watch  was  instituted,  and  at 
about  10.30  p.  m.,  becoming  satisfied  that  they  were  leaving,  went  in 
person  and  reported  these  facts  to  the  brigade  commander.  During 
this  time  the  enemy  kex)t  up  a  vigorous  fire  from  his  artillery  in  our 
front.  At  11  i>.  m.  this  ceased.  From  this  until  12  o’clock  the  sounds 
of  the  enemy  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  could  be  heard  continually. 

December  21,  from  1  a.  m.  to  3  a.  m.  the  sounds  made  by  crossing 
could  be  so  distinctly  [heard],  and  every  indication  of  the  evacuation  of 
the  city  becoming  so  apparent,  an  advance  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Bar¬ 
num,  who  had  come  up  iu  person  to  my  position,  to  be  made  by  ten 
men  from  my  regiment,  to  reconn oiter  the  position  in  our  front  and  dis¬ 
cover  whether  or  no  the  enemy  was  there.  In  a  short  time  they 
rei^orted  the  line  evacuated,  and  at  3.20  a.  m.  I  entered  the  first  line  of 
the  enemy’s  works  with  the  regiment,  finding  seven  guns  in  position  and 
a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  &c.,  destroyed.  In  a  short  time  the  men 
sent  forward  reported  the  enemy’s  second  line  across  the  canal  also 
evacuated.  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  brigade  commander,  I 
detached  one  company  to  guard  the  guns  captured,  and  with  the 
remainder  of  the  regiment  crossed  the  canal  and  entered  the  second 
line,  where  we  halted  and  awaited  the  coming  up  of  the  remainder  of 
the  brigade.  Detached  two  companies  to  take  possession  of  and  guard 
the  guns  in  this  line  from  the  Augusta  road  to  the  river.  At  4.15  a. 
m.  an  advance  toward  the  city  was  ordered.  My  regiment  leading, 
marched  rajiidly  forward  until  we  reached  the  Augusta  road,  when  I 
ordered  one  company  iu  advance  of  the  column  as  skirmishers;  moved 
forward  very  rapidly  and  with  no  op])osition  except  a  few  shots  fired 
ux)on  the  advance  guard  from  the  bridge  crossing  the  canal,  and  entered 
the  city  at  daylight,  capturing  some  few  stragglers  from  the  enemy  and 
a  large  amount  of  stores  of  all  kinds. 


316 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI 


During’  the  whole  of  tlie  campaign  both  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
command  have  beliaved  well,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  have  done  their 
whole  duty  as  becomes  veterans.  It  is  difficult,  where  all  have  so  well 
performed  their  part,  to  make  any  distinction,  yet  I  would  especially 
mention  Capt.  O.  J.  Spaulding,  commanding  Company  K;  Capt.  H.  M. 
Maguire,  Company  C,  and  First  Lieut.  T.  W.  Foot,  acting  adjutant,  as 
deserving  special  mention  for  their  bravery  and  vigilance  throughout 
the  campaign. 

Kespec'tfully  submitted. 

H.  S.  CHATFIELD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  O.  T.  May, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  M  Die.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  IIC). 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Eoert  S.  Van  Voorhis,  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  Neiv  York  Infantry. 


Headquarters 

Captain:* 


137th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Savamiah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 


II. 


Tuesday,  November  15,  when,  iu  pursuance  to  orders  received  previ¬ 
ously,  we  formed  line  at  7  a.  m.  Starting  at  7.30  a.  m.,  moved  out  of 
the  city  on  the  Decatur  road.  At  2  p.  m.  halted  near  Decatur  for  din¬ 
ner.  After  dinner  resumed  the  march,  which  was  continued  until  4.30 
a.  m.  on  Wednesday,  November  16,  when  we  halted,  rested,  and  break¬ 
fasted,  resuming  the  march  at  7.15  a.  m.  Camped  for  the  niglit  at  7.15 
p.  m.,  marching  divStance  from  Atlanta  being  about  twenty-seven 
miles.  Thursday,  November  17,  left  camp  at  5.15  a.  m.,  marching  iu  a 
northeasterly  direction,  the  Third  Brigade  in  advance  and  this  regi¬ 
ment  as  advance  guard.  Encamped  at  5  p.  m.  within  three  miles  of 
Social  Circle,  marching  this  day  about  twenty  miles.  Friday,  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  took  up  line  of  march  at  5.30  a.  m.,  halting  soon  after  in  the 
road  to  allow  wagon  train  to  pass.  Started  again  at  7.30  a.  m.,  halting 
in  the  village  of  Kutledge  for  dinner.  Encamped  within  a  mile  of 
Madison  at  6.30  p.  m.,  having  marched  about  eighteen  miles.  Satur¬ 
day,  November  19,  left  camp  at  5  a.  in.;  marched  through  Madison  at 
daybreak  in  a  moderate  rain,  which  ceased  about  7  o’clock.  Halted 
near  Buck  Head  for  dinner.  At  4  p.  m.  encamped  for  the  night.  After 
stacking  arms  proceeded  to  tear  up  track  ou  the  Augusta  railroad, 
working  with  the  division  about  two  hours  and  a  half.  Distance 
marched  this  day,  about  fifteen  miles.  | 

Sunday,  November  20,  fell  in  at  7.30  a.  m.  and  marched  south  from  | 
the  railroad  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Oconee  Kiver;  encamped  at  5  | 
p.  m.,  after  having  marched  about  fifteen  miles.  Monday,  November  | 
21,  left  our  encampment  at  8  a.  m.,  marching  in  a  southerly  directiouj  j 
raining  hard  the  greater  part  of  the  day;  halted  for  the  night  at  5  j 
p.  m.;  marched  about  twelve  miles.  Tuesday,  November  22,  we  left  i 
camp  at  6.45  a.  m.,  and  about  noon  crossed  Little  Biver  on  a  pontoon  | 
bridge.  About  4.30  p.  m.  came  iu  sight  of  Milledgeville.  After  numer-  ? 

*  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  o])erations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  676. 
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ous  halts  we  at  last  entered  the  city,  and  passing  through  the  city  crossed 
the  Oconee  Eiver  on  a  toll  bridge,  and  encamped  about  a  mile  from  the 
river,  going  into  camp  at  8.10  p.  m.,  having  marched  about  twenty 
miles.  Wednesday,  N^ovember  23,  remained  in  camp  until  2  p.  m.,  when 
we  fell  in  and  marched  to  the  Gordon  railroad  depot,  and  soon  after 
commenced  the  destruction  of  the  road,  burning  the  ties  and  bending 
the  rails;  also  burned  a  trestle  bridge  and  the  depot.  Our  work  being 
completed,  at  7  p.  in.  we  returned  to  our  former  camp.  Thursday, 
November  24,  left  camp  near  Milledgeville  at  7.30  a.  m.  Halted  near 
the  road  until  10  a.  m.,  when  we  moved  on,  marching  in  a  southeasterly 
direction.  At  6.15  p.  m.  bivouacked  for  the  night,  having  marched 
about  ten  miles.  Friday,  November  25,  started  this  morning  at  8.30, 
marching  in  rear  of  wagon  train.  Halted  at  1  p.  m.  for  dinner.  Hid 
not  move  until  8.30  p.  m.  on  account  of  the  destruction  by  the  enemy 
of  bridges  (nine  in  number),  over  Buffalo  Creek.  After  crossing  we 
camped  for  the  night,  having  marched  only  ffve  miles.  Saturday, 
November  26,  marched  at  7.30  a.  m.,  arriving  at  Sandersville  soon  after 
noon.  At  2  p.  m.  Ave  passed  through  the  town  and  struck  the  Georgia 
Central  Eailroad  about  4  p.  m.,  when  we  immediately  began  tearing  up 
the  road,  and  continued  it  till  dark,  and  camped  near  the  road ;  marched 
fifteen  miles. 

Sunday,  November  27,  moved  at  7.45  a.m.,  and  resumed  the  destruction 
of  the  railroad  track,  working  until  noon.  After  dinner  we  joined  the 
wagon  train  and  marched  with  it  about  tAvo  miles,  Avhen  we  Avere  ordered 
to  about  face,’’ and  were  marehed  back  to  the  railway,  and  taking 
another  road  to  Davisborough,  arrived  there  at  9.30  p.  m.,  and  went  on 
jacket;  marched  about  twelve  miles.  Monday,  November  28,  leaviffg 
the  picket-line  at  8.30  a.  m.  we  struck  for  the  railroad  and  marched  on 
it  back  to  the  place  where  we  had  left  off*  work  the  day  before,  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade  having  marched  around  by  the  turnpike. 
Commenced  Avork  about  noon,  and  at  3  p.  m.  the  Sixtieth  New  York 
Veteran  Volunteers  on  our  right  Avere  fired  upon  by  a  squad  of  rebel 
cavalry,  who  dashed  out  of  the  woods  near  by,  but  after  firing  a  few 
shots  they  fied.  Our  men  immediately  fell  in,  and,  taking  arms,  were 
ordered  to  load,  the  first  time  since  leaving  Atlanta.  Four  men  of  this 
regiment  were  missing  here,  and  were,  it  is  supposed,  captured  by  the 
enemy.  At  dark  Ave  returned  to  Havisborough  and  camped  for  the 
night.  Distance  marehed,  fifteen  miles.  Tuesday,  NoA^ember  29,  left 
camp  at  6.30  a.  m. ;  halted  for  dinner  at  Spiers  Station.  Marched  at  3.30, 
encamj)ing  for  the  night  at  6.15  p.  m.  Marched  about  tAventy  miles. 
VA  ednesday,  November  30,  leaving  camp  at  6.45  a.  m.,  marched  almost 
directly  north,  crossing  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  at  5.30  p.  m.  Bivouacked 
for  the  night  at  6.15  p.  m.,  having  marched  nine  miles.  Thursday,  De¬ 
cember  I,  left  camp  at  7.15  a.  m.,  our  brigade  in  advance,  marching 
nearly  southeast,  erossing  numerous  swainjis  and  creeks.  Went  into 
^iinj)  at  5.15  p.  m.  Distance  marched,  about  sixteen  miles.  Friday, 
December  2,  marched  this  morning  at  8  o’clock,  our  brigade  in  rear  of  the 
corps.  Weather  uncomfortably  Avarm.  Fncamjied  for  the  night  at  5.30 
p.  m.;  marched  about  ten  miles.  Saturday,  December  3,  did  not  leave 
cainj)  until  12.45  p.  m.  Were  in  rear  to-dav,  and  consequently  marched 
very  slow.  Passed  near  the  rebel  stockade  in  which  were  confined 
Union  pi  isonei  s  but  a  few  days  before.  Crossed  the  Augusta  railroad 
alter  dark,  leaving  Milieu  on  our  right. 

Sunday,  December  4,  continued  the  march  of  yesterday  till  3.40  a.  m.; 
then  halted,  resuming  the  march  at  8  a.  m.  During  the'forenoon  heard 
artillery  firing  to  our  right  and  rear.  Halted  at  2  j).  m.  for  dinner. 
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Started  again  at  4.30,  and  at  6  p.  m.  halted  for  the  night,  and  this  regi¬ 
ment  went  on  xhcket.  Marched  yesterday  and  to-day  about  seventeen 
miles.  Monday,  December  5,  leaving  camp  at  9.15  a.  m.,  marched 
steadily  until  8.45  p.  m.  Distance  marched,  tifteen  miles.  Tuesday, 
December  6,  started  at  0  a.  m.,  marching  in  rear  of  brigade  wagon 
train.  Were  delayed  much  during  the  day  by  obstructions  placed  in 
the  roads  by  the  enemy.  Went  into  cami)  at  8.45  j).  m.,  having  marched 
about  nine  miles.  Wednesday,  December  7,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  march¬ 
ing  through  swami)s  nearly  all  day.  At  5  p.  m.  crossed  Turkey  Branch, 
and  encamped  at  6.30  p.  m.  Marched  nine  miles.  Thursday,  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  marched  at  7.15  a.  m.  in  advance  of  the  train.  Koads  better 
to-day  than  usual.  Encamx^ed  at  4.45  p.  m.,  after  having  marched 
about  twelve  miles.  Friday,  December  9,  left  camp  at  8.15  a.  m.  Can¬ 
nonading  heard  on  onr  right,  apparently  in  the  direction  of  Savannah. 
Troops  of  First  Division  had  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  driving 
them  from  two  small  forts.  Marched  about  six  miles.  Saturday,  De¬ 
cember  10,  left  cam})  at  9.40  a.  m..  First  and  Third  Divisions  in  advance. 
Marched  on  an  excellent  turnpike  road  leading  directly  to  Savannah. 
Artillery  firing  heard,  more  or  less  all  day.  After  having  marched 
about  nine  miles,  at  3.45  p.  m.  brigade  was  formed  in  two  lines  of 
battle,  and  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

Sunday,  December  11,  were  in  line  at  7.30  a.  m.,and  after  marching 
about  a  mile  on  the  main  road,  tiled  left  on  a  cross-road,  and  again  filing 
left  from  the  cross-road  the  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers. 
The  extreme  right  and  left  of  the  line  were  well  advanced,  and  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  then  advanced  with  extreme  caution  toward  some  negro  houses, 
about  a  dozen  in  number,  when  the  line  was  straightened,  and  we  then 
found  we  were  in  close  xmoximity  to  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  shots 
w^ere  exchanged  lively.  It  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  advance  the  line 
farther,  owing  to  its  exposing  the  left  flank,  and  on  communicating 
with  Colonel  Barnum,  commanding  brigade,  he  promiflly  sent  the  One 
hundred  and  second  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  which  deployed 
and  connected  on  my  left.  About  2  p.  m.  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
charge  and  drive  them,  if  imssible,  from  the  ruins  of  some  buildings, 
which  a  (forded  them  a  desirable  shelter.  One  company  of  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  second  started  with  a  yell  which  this  regiment  took  up,  and 
advancing  raxndly  soon  drove  them  inside  their  works.  Our  line  was 
established  within  about  200  yards  of  their  works.  This  regiment  lost  1 
sergeant  killed ;  2  privates  wounded.  Monday,  December  12,  at  1  a. 
m.  we  were  ordered  to  ‘^fall  in,”  as  our  brigade  were  to  charge  the 
works  in  our  front.  The  arrangements  were  conix)leted  at  about!  a.  m., 
when  the  order  was  countermanded.  The  enemy  shelled  us  atdiflerent 
times  during  the  day.  Weather  very  cold.  Tuesday,  December  13, 
skirmish  and  artillery  firing  was  quite  brisk  by  the  enemy  all  day. 
We  were  very  busy  in  strengthening  our  works,  and  at  night  established 
skirmish  pits  in  our  front.  Wednesday,  December  14,  remained  in 
same  position  all  day.  Order  received  from  IVlajor-General  Sherman 
announcing  the  (‘apture  of  Fort  McAllister  by  the  Second  Division, 
Fifteeenth  Corps,  thereby  opening  communications  with  the  fleet  and 
(leneral  Foster.  Thursday,  1  lecember  1 5,  nothing  unusual  occurred  this 
day.  Friday,  December  16,  a  rebel  gun-boat  came  up  the  river  to-day 
and  fired  several  shots  very  near  us.  At  night  a  fort  was  laid  out 
near  the  bank  of  the  river  on  our  left.  Satuiday,  December  17,  re¬ 
ceived  first  mail  from  the  North  since  leaving  Atlanta. 

Monday,  December  19,  fresh  hard  bread  was  issued  to-day,  causing 
a  feeling  of  general  satisfaction  among  the  men.  A  mail  left  the  bri- 
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gade.  Tuesday,  December  20,  at  dark  tlie  regiment  was  detailed  to 
work  on  a  fort  in  front  of  the  riglit  of  our  brigade,  called  Fort  ]^o.  3^ 
where  Ave  worked  until  1.30  a.  m.,  on  Wednesday,  December  21,  when, 
it  being  com [de ted,  Ave  returned  to  cami),  and  soon  after  noticed  signs 
of  the  enemy’s  e\mcuation  of  the  city,  Avhich  was  ascertained,  by  Colonel 
Barnum  sending  a  detail  of  ten  men  from  the  One  hundred  and  second 
Ncav  York  Veteran  V^olunteers  across  to  their  Avoi  ks,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Samuel  B.  Whoelock,  of  this  regiment,  to  be  true,  when  the  bri¬ 
gade  moved  forAvard  immediately,  occupying  their  works,  and  from 
thence  moA^ed  directly  into  the  city,  arriAung  at  the  City  Hall  at  0.15 
a.  m.,  Avheii  the  brigade  Avas  formed  in  column  by  regiments,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  commanding  division,  took  formal  possession  ot 
the  city,  complimenting  our  brave  brigade  and  its  courteous  and 
thorough  commander  in  a  tine  speech,  and  soon  after  Col.  H.  A.  Bar¬ 
num  addressed  the  brigade  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech.  We 
were  soon  after  assigned  to  duty  as  provost-guard. 

Thus  closed  one  of  the  most  gigantic  and  successful  campaigns  ever 
projected  and  most  certainly  ever  participated  in  by  this  regiment. 

The  casualties  of  this  regiment  during  the  campaign  are  as  folloAvs: 
Enlisted  men — killed,  1;  wounded,  8;  missing,  4;  total,  13. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

K.  S.  VOORHIS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel.,  Commanding  Regiment. 

[Capt.  O.  T.  May, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


i^o.  117, 

Report  of  2Iaj.  Nicholas  Grumhaeh,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New 

York  Infantry. 

Headquarters  149™  Neav  York  Volunteers, 

^Sava7inah,  Ga.,  Lecember  26,  1864. 

Captain 

^N'ovember  15,  the  regiment  left  their  camii  at  Atlanta  at  7  a,  m.  Avith 
10  officers,  214  musket-bearing  men,  40  daily  duty  men,  musicians,  and 
non-commissioned  staft*,  being  an  aggregate  of  300  men,  and  marched  to 
near  Stone  Mountain,  and  bivouacked  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  10th.  November 
10,  marched  at  7  a.  m,  crossed  Yellow  River  at  12.30  p.  m.,  and  biv¬ 
ouacked  at  5.30  p.  m.  at  Littlefield.  November  17,  marched  at  5  a.  m.; 
bivouacked  at  4.30  p.  m.  near  Ulcofauhachee  River  on  Circle  road. 
November  18,  marched  at  5.30  a.  m.  and  crossed  Ulcofauhachee  River 
at  7  a.  mj  j)assed -through  So(‘ial  Circle  and  halted  for  dinner  atRidge- 
Avay,  fifty- seven  miles  from  Atlanta;  regiment  and  brigade  guarding 
train;  bivouacked  at  0  ]>.  m.  one  mile  from  Madison.  November  19, 
marched  at  5  a.  m.  Regiment,  brigade,  and  diAusion  left  the  cor])s  and 
Avent  on  an  expedition  by  themselves.  Our  brigade  Avas  second  in  line 
and  halted  at  2  p.m.  until  the  Second  Brigad(‘,  Avliicli  Avas  in  the  advance, 
destroyed  a  large  section  of  the  Augusta  railroad.  Bivouacked  at  3.30 
]).  m.  on  a  large  plantation  at  Blue  Spring.  Destroyed  about  80  rods 

*  For  portion  of  rcx)ort  (hero  oiiiittod)  relating  to  ox)eration8  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  678. 
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of  tbe  railroad.  November  20,  marched  at  8  a.  m.,  One  hundred  and 
forty-ninth  in  advance  of  division.  Keached  Oconee  Elver  at  9  a.  m; 
halted  for  the  night  at  Denham’s  Mills,  and  regiment  went  on  picket. 
The  regimental  headquarters  were  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Denham,  owner 
of  the  mills  and  i)lantation.  He  had  previously  left  witli  his  family  for 
Secessia.  November  21,  marched  at  9  a.  m;  regiment  rearguard.  As 
we  passed  the  mills  of  Mr.  Denham  they  were  burning  splendidly. 
Bivouacked  at  dark  till  November  22.  Marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  rejoined 
the  corps  at  12  m;  sighted  Milledgeville  at  4  p.  m.  and  passed  through 
the  capital  city  at  8p.  m.,  and  crossed  the  Oconee  Elver  and  bivouacked 
one  mile  east  of  the  river  at  11  p.  m. 

November  23,  remained  in  camp  till  1  p.  m.,  when  regiment  and  bri¬ 
gade,  with  one  brigade  of  the  First  Division,  went  out  three  miles 
toward  Gordon  and  destroyed  railroad  track.  Eeturned  to  camp  at  7 
p.  m.  November  24,  7  a.  m.  marched  into  the  main  road  and  halted 
until  the  Fourteenth  Corps  passed.  Eesumed  march  and  bivouacked 
at  dark  one  mile  southeast  of  Town  Creek.  November  25,  marched 
at  9  a.  m.  as  far  as  Buffalo  Creek  Swamp;  remained  until  nine  bridges 
destroyed  by  rebels  were  rebuilt  across  the  swamp.  At  8  i).  m.  moved 
across  and  bivouacked  at  9.30  p.  m.  November  20,  marched  at  7  a.  m., 
the  regiment  guarding  ammunition  train;  passed  through  Sanders- 
ville  at  1.30  p.  m. ;  marched  to  Tennille  Station,  on  the  Macon  and 
Savannah  Eailroad,  reaching  that  point  at  3.30  p.  m.  Our  division, 
with  the  First,  destroyed  the  dei)ot  and  about  two  miles  of  railroad 
track.  Bivouacked  at  7  p.  m.  in  a  field  beside  the  railroad.  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  our  regiment  moved  onto  the  railroad  again  at  8  a.  m.  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  division  and  deployed  CoRipanies  B  and  F  as  skirmishers. 
The  balance  of  the  regiment  was  the  advance  guard.  Tlie  rest  of  the 
division  engaged  in  destroying  the  track.  Left  the  railroad  at  3  p.  m. 
and  marched  to  Davisborough,  and  bivouacked  at  9  p.  m.  November 
28,  the  regiment  marched  at  8  a.  m.  back  onto  the  railroad  to  the  point 
at  which  they  left  it  on  the  27th,  and  tore  up  and  destroyed  the  track 
to  the  wagon  road  leading  to  Davisborough.  About  4  p.  m.  a  small 
body  of  rebel  cavalry  made  a  dash  at  the  Third  Brigade,  where  they 
were  at  work,  but  seeing  our  strength  skedaddled  on  double-qrfick,only 
wounding  one  man  in  the  brigade.  Eeturned  to  Davisborough  and 
bivouacked  at  8  ]).  m.  November  29,  marched  at  0  a.  m.  Bivouacked 
at  7  p.  m.  six  miles  east  of  Spiers  Station.  Eegiment  went  on  picket. 
November  30,  marched  at  0.30  a.  m.  and  crossed  the  Ogeechee  Eiver 
at  5  p.  m. ;  bivouacked  at  0.30  i).  m.  two  miles  east  of  the  river,  one 
mile  from  Louisville,  and  near  the  plantation  of  llerschel  V.  Johnson. 

December  1,  marched  at  0.30  a.  m.;  brigade  in  advance;  passed  the 
Fourteenth  Cor])s  at  4  j).  m.  and  bivouacked  at  5  p.  m.  at  Stone  Oross- 
Eoads.  December  2,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  regiment  and  brigade  guard¬ 
ing  division  train.  Crossed  Buck  Head  Creek  and  bivouacked  at  Luck 
Head  Church,  four  miles  from  Milieu,  the  junction  of  the  railroads  from 
Augusta  anid  from  Macon  for  Savannah.  December  3,  marched  at 
12.30  i).m.;  passed  near  the  stockades,  where  thousands  of  our  men, 
prisoners,  had  been  confined.  Crossed  the  Augusta  railroad  and  con¬ 
tinued  our  march  until  4  a.  m.  of  the  4th.  December  4,  marched  at  8 
a.  m.;  crossed  Horse  Creek  at  12  ni.,  and  halted  until  dark  for  a  bridge 
to  be  built  across  a  swamp.  Eesumed  march,  crossed  the  swam]),  and 
bivouacked  at  7  j).  m.  December  5,  marclKMl  at  9  a.  m.;  regiment  rear 
guard;  _  crossed  Little  Horse  Creek;  marched  until  9  p.  m.  and 
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bivouacked  in  the  Held.  December  d,  marched  at  8.30  a.  m;  found 
the  roads  much  obstructed  by  trees  falieii  across  them — the  work  of 
rebels.  Bivouacked  in  the  field  at  8  p.  m.  December  7,  marched  at  7 
a.  m.,  our  brigade  in  advance  of  division  j  went  into  camp  for  the  niglit 
near  Springfield;  i*egiment  on  picket.  December  8,  x)ickets  recalled 
at  7  a.  m.  and  regiment  in  rear  of  division.  Marched  to  near  Middle- 
ton’s  Mills  and  bivouacked  at  4.30  p.  m.  December  9,  marched  at  7.30 
a.  m.  Cannonading  heard  most  of  the  day.  At  3  ii.  m.  our  regiment, 
brigade,  and  division  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of 
a  swamp,  four  miles  from  Monteith.  The  road  through  the  swamp  Avas 
blockaded  by  the  rebels  and  was  commanded  also  by  a  fort.  The 
rebel  force  Avas  flanked  by  tAvo  regiments  crossing  the  swamp,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  and  the  rebels  Avere  thereby  forced  to  retreat. 
At  4  p.  in.  we  advanced  and  bivouacked  in  the  swamp  until  December 
10;  marched  at  8.30  a.  m.,  regiment  and  brigade  guarding  wagon  train. 
Passed  the  fort  and  obstructions  in  the  road,  crossed  the  Charleston 
and  Savannah  Pailroad,  and  moved  doAvn  on  the  main  road  between 
the  railroad  and  Savannah  Kiver  to  Avithin  five  miles  of  Savannah  and 
bivouacked. 

December  11,  at  8'a.  m.  advanced  toward  the  city  and  drove  the  en¬ 
emy  into  their  works.  The  siege  of  Savannah  commenced.  Our  regi¬ 
ment  occupied  a  ditch  and  formed  breast- Avorks  of  it.  Were  ordered 
out  at  1  o’clock  in  the  night  to  charge  the  enemy’s  works,  but  the  order 
was  countermanded  and  the  troojis  returned  to  our  own  works.  Regi¬ 
ment  remained  in  the  works  until  the  15th  Avithout  any  casualties.  On 
the  15th  Ezra  Hall,  of  Company  H,  Avas  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell. 
This  Avas  the  first  and  only  man  wounded  during  the  camjiaign.  Regi¬ 
ment  remained  in  our  works,  picketing  our  own  front  and  under  an 
almost  incessant  fire  of  shell  from  the  rebel  batteries,  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  December  21.  At  2  a.  m.  it  Avas  discovered  that  the  rebels  had 
evacuated  their  Avorks  and  Avere  retreating.  Our  division  advanced  at 
3  a.  m.  toward  the  city,  our  regiment  the  advance  guard.  Companies 
B  and  F  were  sent  forAvard  as  skirmishers  and  entered  the  city  at  5  a. 
m.,  closely  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  division,  and  the  city  was  sur¬ 
rendered  and  at  once  taken  possession  of  by  our  forces.  In  the  haste 
of  the  regiment  to  leave  their  Avorks  and  enter  the  city  the  men  left 
everything  behind  except  arms  and  accouterments,  and  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  plinth  had  the  proud  honor  of  first  entering  the  city  of 
Savannah. 

Casualties:  Wounded,  1 ;  left  on  the  march  sick,  2;  sent  to  hospital 
sick,  4;  died  from  disease  on  march,  1 ;  fell  out  on  march,  whereabouts 
unknown,  2;  total,  10. 

Tlie  regiment  left  Atlanta,  in  excellent  spirits  and  health  and  full  of 
confidence  of  the  successful  termination  of  the  campaign,  and  their  con¬ 
duct  throughout  the  march  and  while  in  the  trenches  before  the  city 
Avas  Avorthy  of  the  cause  for  which  Ave  are  fighting,  and  was  such  as 
commanded  admiration  from  their  commanders,  and  demonstrated  that 
the  utmost  confidence  exists  between  our  generals  and  the  Union 
soldiers. 

Jiespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NICHOLAS  GRUMBACH, 

Major,  (Jommanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  O.  T.  May, 

Acting  AssiMant  Adjutant- (General. 
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No.  118. 

Report  of  Jjieut.  CoL  ^Samoel  M.  Zulich^  Ticenty-nhitli  Pemisylvania 

Infantry. 


IIDOUS.  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vols.. 

Savannah^  Ga..,  December  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  compli¬ 
ance  AAhth  orders  from  brigade  head(piarters  received  December  23, 
ISOl: 

November  15, 1864,  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.  j  took  the  Decatur  road  and 
marched,  in  connection  with  the  brigade,  as  rear  guard  to  division  train 
and  reached  camp  at  4  a.  m.  10th,  beyond  and  to  the  right  of  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain,  some  fifteen  miles  from  Atlanta.  1 6th,  received  orders  and  took  up 
line  of  march  at  6  a.  m.,  still  acting  as  guard  to  division  train;  crossed 
the  Yellow  and  Stone  Kivers  and  Haynes  Creek;  marched  about  four¬ 
teen  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  17th,  took  up  line  of  march, 
the  division  and  brigade  having  the  advance,  and  made  a  march  of 
eighteen  miles  and  bivouacked  AAdthin  two  miles  of  Social  Circle.  18th, 
broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.;  this  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  brigade;  the 
division  still  the  advancing  column;  crossed  the  Little  Haynes  Creek, 
passed  through  the  iiost  villages  of  Social  Circle  and  Entledge;  biv¬ 
ouacked  near  the  town  of  Madison,  having  marched  some  seventeen  miles. 
10th,  took  up  the  line  of  march  before  the  break  of  day;  passed  througli 
the  town  of  Madison ;  halted  for  dinner  at  Buck  Head  Station ;  the  divis¬ 
ion  having  separated  from  tlie  corps  and  train,  taking  a  different  but 
converging  road,  halted  for  the  night  at  Blue  S])ring,  on  the  plantation 
of  General  Jordan.  At  this  point  the  command  was  turned  out  to  destroy 
the  Augusta  railroad,  Avhich  was  effectually  accomplished  for  several 
miles.  A  large  amount  of  cotton  (150  bales)  and  corn  ready  for  shix)- 
meut,  on  the  plantation  of  General  Jordan,  Avas  destroyed  by  fire  by 
order  of  General  Geary,  commanding  the  division.  20th,  broke  camp 
at  7  a.  m.,  this  regiment  being  the  advance  guard  of  the  column.  After 
striking  the  Oconee  Kiver  the  column  marched  down  this  stream  upon 
the  west  bank,  passing  thj’ough  the  village  of  Oconee;  bivouacked  at 
Denham’s,  a  large  and  extensive  Government  boot,  shoe,  and  tannery 
establishment;  the  regiment,  in  connection  with  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-ninth  New  York  Yolunteers,  being  on  picket;  marched  about  four¬ 
teen  miles.  21st,  took  up  line  of  march  at  8  a.  m. ;  the  brigade  destroyed, 
by  General  Geary’s  orders,  the  tannery  and  workshops  at  Denham’s; 
the  roads  heavy  and  incessant  rain  during  theentireday ;  marched  twelve 
miles  and  bivouacked  on  Doctor  Wesley’s  plantation.  22d,  marched 
at  7  a.  m.;  crossed  the  Little  Elver  on  pontoons  and  joined  the  corps  at 
Milledgeville,  the  capital  of  Georgia;  marched  about  fifteen  miles, 
crossed  the  Oconee,  and  reached  camp  about  1)  j).  m.  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night.  23d,  remained  in  camp  until  2  p.  m.,  when  the  brigade  and 
regiment,  in  connection  with  Third  [First]  Brigade  (Col.  Selfridge),  First 
Division,  AVere  ordered  to  destroy  several  miles  of  the  Gordon  railroad, 
Avhich  was  successlully  accomplished;  reached  camp  at  5  p.  m.  24tli, 
broke  cam])  at  7  a.  m. ;  crossed  Town  Creek  and  encamped  for  the  night 
near  Gum  Creek,  liaving  marched  tAvelve  miles.  25th,  moved  at  9  a.  m. ; 
passed  through  the  town  of  Hebron;  halted  Avhile  nine  bridges  Avere 
repaired  over  tlie  SAvamps  at  this  point,  AAdiich  liad  been  destroyed  by  a 
citizen  by  tlie  name  of  Tucker.  The  bridges  having  been  repaired,  took 
up  line  of  march  about  8  ]>.  m.;  crossed  the  swamps  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night,  having  marclied  about  eight  miles.  26th,  moved  at  7  a.  m.; 
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reached  Saudersville  at  noon ;  halted  one  hour  for  dinner  j  inarched  to 
Tennille,  some  three  miles  distant,  at  Station  No.  13,  on  the  Georgia 
Central  Kailroad  j  destroyed  several  miles  of  road  toward  Davishorongh; 
encan^ied  for  the  night  in  close  proximity  to  the  railroad.  27th,  at 
7  a.  m.  recommenced  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  and  took  up  line 
of  march  at  2  p.  m.  for  Davisborough,  some  twelve  miles  distant,  which 
place  Ave  reached  at  9  p.  m.  28th,  resumed  the  destruction  of  the  rail¬ 
road  in  vicinity  of  Davisborough,  in  conjunction  Avith  First  Brigade 
of  Second  Division.  While  at  Avork  an  assault  aauis  made  upon  the 
Avorking  parties  by  a  detachment  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  in  Avhich  Pri¬ 
vate  William  Grouse,  of  Company  H  of  this  regiment,  was  wounded  in 
the  foot.  Beached  Da  visborough  about  8  p.  m . ;  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
29th,  moved  at  7  a.  m.j  halted  for  dinner  at  BartoAv  Station,  some  thir¬ 
teen  miles  from  Davisborough ;  passed  through  Bethany,  and  bivouacked 
near  the  Ogeechee  BiA" er,  after  a  march  of  twenty-two  miles.  30th,  took 
up  line  of  march  at  9  a.  m.  in  direction  of  LouisAulle;  crossed  the  Ogee¬ 
chee  Biver  about  duskf  bivouacked  near  LouisAulle;  marched  about  ten 
miles. 

December  1,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  taking  the  advance;  marched  fifteen 
miles  and  bh^ouacked  near  Burke  Camp-Ground.  2cl,  moAmd  at  7  a.  m. ; 
marched  some  fifteen  miles  :  crossed  Buck  Head  Creek  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night.  3d,  took  uj)  line  of  march  at  12  m. ;  crossed  the  Augusta 
and  Waynesborough  Bailroad  three  miles  north  of  Milieu;  marched 
some  ten  miles  and  bivouacked  at  4  a.  m.  4th,  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m., 
being  the  advance  guard  of  the  division.  Marched  but  six  miles,  owing 
to  the  destruction  of  a  dam  by  the  enemy,  Avhich  hooded  the  road. 
5th,  started  at  10  a.  m.;  Companies  K  and  F  were  detailed  as  a  rear 
guard.  After  crossing  the  north  branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee  these 
tAvo  companies  Avere  ordered  to  destroy,  by  fire,  the  saw-mill  and  bridge 
and  break  the  dam.  After  the  same  had  been  opened  and  the  road 
hooded,  three  foraging  teams  came  in  sight  on  the  other  side  of  the 
road.  The  men  were  ordered  to  cross  the  burning  bridge,  Avhich  they 
did,  and  succeeded  in  backing  the  flames  and  brought  tlie  teams  and 
horses  across  in  safety.  Halted  for  dinner  at  the  Little  Ogeechee; 
passed  the  First  Division,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  after  a  march 
of  fifteen  miles.  Gth,  broke  camp  at  8  a.  in.;  marched  tliis  day  but 
eight  miles,  owing  to  the  obstructions  placed  across  the  road  by  the 
enemy.  7th,  moved  at  7  a.  m.;  marched  to  Springfield,  fourteen  miles. 
Begiment  on  picket,  in  connection  Avith  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers.  8th,  took  up  line  of  march  at  7  a.  m.; 
passed  through  Springfield;  encamiied  at  4  i).  m.,  having  marched  four¬ 
teen  miles.  9th,  marched  at  8  a.  m.;  halted  at  Monteith  Swamp  for 
dinner.  At  this  point  a  brigade  of  the  First  Division  encountered  the 
enemy.  After  handsomely  repulsing  them  the  Second  Division  Avas 
ordered  to  encamp  about  5  p.  m.  lOth,  moved  at  9  a.  m.;  crossed  the 
Savannah  and  Charleston  Bailroad,  Avhich  had  beep  destroyed  by  the 
First  Division;  biAmuacked  on  the  main  road  to  and  Avithin  five  miles  of 
Savannah.  11th,  the  brigade  Avas  ordered  to  break  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  and 
moAu^.  on  a  road  to  the  left  and  toAvard  the  Savannah  Biver  to  feel  the 
enemy’s  lines;  passed  the  Forty-sixth  JYmnsylvania  Veteran  \b)lunteers. 
First  Division,  Second  [First]  Brigade,  doing  picket  duty  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  enemy’s  lines.  After  a  slight  skirmish  Avith  the  enemy 
by  theOne  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  and  One  hundred  and  second  Ncav 
York  Begiments,  in  Avhich  they  drove  the  enemy  into  their  Avorks,  Ave 
took  our  position  in  a  ditch  made  to  drain  fh(‘ road  and  Avhich  served  as 
good  earth-Avorks  for  the  men,  tin*.  Tw(*nty-ninlh  being  tin*,  fourth  in  line 
from  the  left  of  the  brigade  and  Avithin  300  yards  of  the  enemy’s  works. 
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12th,  the  enemy  kept  up  a  brisk  artillery  hre,  which  was  only  responded 
to  by  the  skirmish  line  on  our  front.  At  11  p.  m.  received  orders  to 
prepare  to  charge  the  enemy’s  works.  The  i)ositions  of  the  regiments 
were  changed,  and  the  Twenty- ninth  ordered  to  take  the  extreme  left 
and  charge  the  enemy’s  works  on  the  river  beach.  The  regiment  took 
up  its  assigned  j)osition  at  2  a.  m.,  and  at  4  a.  ni.  was  ordered  into  the 
intrenchments,  the  assault  having  been  abandoned.  13th,  heavy  tiring 
all  day  from  the  enemy  with  shot  and  shell.  14th,  firing  all  day  from 
the  enemy,  lieceived  news  of  the  capture  of  Fort  McAllister.  15tb, 
things  unusually  quiet.  10th,  heavy  tiring  from  the  enemy;  2  men 
wounded,  both  seriously.  17th,  tiring  from  the  enemy  unusually  heavy ; 
2  enlisted  men  killed,  4  Avounded  (1  mortally),  and  1  commissioned  offi¬ 
cer,  Captain  Beaumont,  wounded  in  left  leg.  18tb,  19tb,  and  2()th, 
notbing  Avorthy  ot*  note.  21st,  received  notice  to  fall  in  at  2  a.  m. ;  that 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  works.  Took  up  line  of  march,  crossed 
to  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  pressed  at  once  for  the  city,  AAdiich  Ave  entered 
at  0  a.  m.,  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  being- 
in  advance  of  all  other  troops  belonging  to  the  Federal  army. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  Capt.  Sykes 
Beaumont,  of  Company  E,  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  who  through  the 
entire  campaign  has  rendered  me  valuable  assistance,  the  wound  he 
received  on  Saturday,  December  17,  having  resulted  in  the  loss  of  his 
left' leg,  and  will  probably  prove  fatal  to  life. 

I  also  inclose  the  folloAviug  report  of  casualties.* 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  M.  ZULICH, 

Lieut  Cot,  Conuhj.  Ticenty  ninth  Fennsylvania  Veteran  Vols. 

Capt.  O.  T.  May, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Generat  . 


No.  110. 

Report  of  Lieut  Cot  Thomfts  M.  Walher,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Renn- 
'  sylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  Septemher  S-Decemher  21. 

Hdqrs.  lllTH  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Vet.  A^ols., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  24,  1864. 

Captain  :  1  have  tlie  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders, 
No.  97,  the  ojAerations  of  my  regiment  from  the  capture  of  Atlanta  to 
the  occupation  of  Savannah. 

September  3, 1864,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps, 
the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  was  detailed  as  one  of  the  regiments  of 
provost  guard,  and  ordered  to  report  to  the  commander  of  the  post  at 
Atlanta.  We  remained  on  this  duty  until  the  afternoon  of  NoA^ember 
16,  Avhen  the  regiments  of  provost  guard,  under  command  of  Col.  AVilliam 
CogSAvell,  took  up  their  march  as  rear  guard  to  the  Fourteen tli  Corj)s. 
Everything  having  been  moA’ed  through  Atlanta,  Ave  marched  Ana  Jleca- 
tur,  and  encamped  ten  miles  from  Atlanta.  November  17,  moved  at  7 
a.  m.  via  Litbonia,  and  camped  at  Conyers  Station  8.30  ]>.  m. ;  distance, 
sixteen  miles.  NoAxmiber  18,  moved  at  9  a.m.  in  rear  of  Fourteenth  CorjAS; 
crossed  A'ellow  Biver  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  tbe  east  bank; 
distance  marched,  eight  miles.  November  19,  moAmd  at  7  a^  m.  via  Cov¬ 
ington;  crossed  the  Ulcotaubachee  Biver  and  encamped  for  the  night  at 
5.30  p.  m. ;  distance,  ten  miles.  NoAmmber  20,  jiioved  at  7  a.  m.  \4a  Ncav- 


Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  killed,  7  wounded. 
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horn  and  Shady  Dale;  encamped  for  the  idght  at  5.30  p.  m. ;  distance 
inarched,  eighteen  miles.  November  21,  moved  at  7  a.  m.  via  Eatonton 
Factory;  crossed  Little  River  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  south 
bank  a  t  5  jn  m.;  distance  marched,  ten  miles.  November  22,  moved  at 
7  a.  m.  via  Eatonton;  encamped  for  the  night  near  Meriweather  at  0  ]>. 
m. ;  distance  marched,  seventeen  miles.  November  23,  moA^ed  at  7  a.  m. ; 
passed  through  MilledgeAille  at  11  a.  m. ;  crossed  the  Oconee  River  and 
rejoined  our  brigade  about  a  mile  from  Milledgeville ;  distance  marched, 
eight  miles.  November  24,  moved  at  7  a.  m.  via  the  Hebron  road; 
encam])ed  for  the  night  three  miles  AA^est  of  Hebron  at  6  p.  m.;  distance 
marched,  tAveh^e  miles.  November  25,  moA^ed  at  10  a.  m. ;  crossed 
Buffalo  Creek  and  encamped  on  the  east  bank  for  the  night  at  5  p.  m.; 
distance  marched,  six  miles.  November  20,  marched  at  0.30  a.  m.  via 
SandersAdlle  to  Tennille  Station,  and  destroyed  railroad  track  until 
0  p.  m.,  and  then  encamped  on  the  railroad  one  mile  east  of  Tennille 
Station ;  distance  marched,  tAvelve  miles.  November  27,  resumed  Avork 
destroying  railroad  at  7.30  a.  m.;  continued  until  2.30  p.  m.,  Avhen  Ave 
marched  for  DaA  isborough,  Avhere  Ave  arriA^ed  at  9. 30  p.  m.  and  encamped 
for  the  night;  distance  marched,  ten  miles.  NoAX^mber  28,  moved  at  8 
a.  m.  back  on  the  railroad  toAvard  Tennille  to  complete  the  destruction 
of  the  road;  returned  to  Davisborough  at  8  p.  m.  and  encamped  for  the 
night;  distance  marched,  eighteen  miles.  November  29,  moved  at  0 
a.  m.  via  vSpiers  Station ;  encamped  for  the  night  tAvo  miles  Avest  of  Bost- 
A\dck;  distance  marched,  nineteen  miles.  NoA^ember  30,  moA^ed  at  7  a. 
m.  via  the  Louisville  road;  crossed  the  Ogeechee  River  about  tAVo 
miles  south  of  LouisAulle,  and  encamped  for  the  night  at  0  ]).  m. ;  dis¬ 
tance  marched,  ten  miles. 

December  1,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  encamped  for  the  night  at  5  p.  m.; 
distance  marched,  fifteen  miles.  December  2,  moved  at  7  a.  m.;  en¬ 
camped  for  the  night  near  Buck  Head  Church  at  5  x>-  pe;  distance 
marched,  tAveh^e  miles.  December  3,  moved  at  1  p.  m.,  the  regiment 
being  part  of  the  rear  guard  of  the  corps;  marched  all  night  and  until 
4  o’clock  next  morning;  distance  marched,  eleven  miles.  December  4, 
moved  at  7.30  a.  m. ;  encamped  for  the  night  at  5.30  p.  m.  near  Crooked 
Creek;  distance  marched,  tiA^e  miles.  December  5,  moved  at  9  a.  m.; 
crossed  Little  Horse  Creek  and  Little  Ogeechee  River;  encami)ed  for 
the  night  at  8.30  x>.  m.;  distance  marched,  sixteen  miles.  December  0, 
moA^ed  at  8  a.‘m.;  encamped  for  the  night  at  0  j).  m.;  distance  marched, 
eleven  miles.  December  7,  moved  at  7  a.  m. ;  encamped  near  Spring- 
field  at  7  I),  m.;  distance  inarched,  fifteen  miles.  December  8,  moved 
at  0.30  a.  m.;  encamped  for  tlie  night  near  Eden  at  3.30  i).  m.;  distance 
marched,  fourteen  miles.  December  9,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  encamiied 
for  the  night  at  0  ]).  m.  ;  distance  marched,  eight  miles.  December  10, 
moved  at  9  a.  rn.  via  Savannah  road;  encamped  for  the  night  near  the 
Five- Aide  Rost;  distance  marched,  ten  miles.  December  11,  Aventinto 
l)osition  in  line  about  four  miles  from  Savannah,  Avhere  Ave  remaiiuMl 
until  December  21.  At  4  a.  m.  moved  toAvard  Savannah  and  entered 
the  city  Just  at  daylight. 

Annexed  I  Inwe  the  honor  to  foiAvard  list  of  casuidth^s  for  the  lan  iod 
lierein  mentioned.* 

\^ery  respectfully,  your  ob(‘dient  servant, 

TIIOS.  AL  WALKER, 

lAeni.  Col.,  Conulij.  lllih  Regiment  Renmijlranio  Veteran  \  oh. 

(hapt.  Oliver  T.  AIay, 

Aet(i.  AHHt.  Adjt.  Gen.,  S<1  Rrl(j.^  2(1  JHr.,  20th  Arnnj  Corpa, 
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No.  120. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  William  T.  Wardy  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Third  Division. 


TTdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Cheves^  HonsCy  8.  (7.,  Jamiary  4,  1865. 

Colonel : * 

On  tlie  15tli  day  of  November  I  was  ordered  to  march  on  the  Deca¬ 
tur  road  at  9  a.  m.,  following  the  troops  and  trains  of  the  First  and 
Second  Divisions.  Started  about  11.30  o’clock;  moved  very  rapidly  to 
Decatur;  made  a  dinner  halt  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  started  on 
toward  Stone  Mountain;  column  ahead  moved  haltingly.  We  would 
march  half  a  mile  and  then  halt  for  an  hour.  On  the  road  all  night; 
stopped  for  breakfast  near  Stone  Mountain,  and  then  pushed  by  First 
Division  to  take  my  place  as  second  in  line.  Moved  pretty  well  all 
day;  crossed  Yellow  lliver  toward  night;  camped  near  its  banks  at 
Eock  Bridge  Post-Office.  November  17, moved  at  5  a.  m. ;  Second  Divis¬ 
ion  still  leading  us;  passed  Sheffield  and  Summers’  Mills;  camped  four 
miles  from  Social  Circle;  rear  of  column  came  in  very  early  in  morning. 
November  18,  moved  on  to  Social  Circle;  detached  Third  Brigade  to  de¬ 
stroy  railroad  (Augusta  and  Atlanta) ;  Colonel  Boss  tore  up  track  to  Eut- 
ledge  (seven  miles).  Tlie  First  and  Second  Brigades  were  several  times 
halted  to  pile  rails  on  the  track  and  set  them  on  lire.  In  this  way  the 
road  was  effiectually  destroyed  for  about  twelve  miles.  Camped  six  mi les 
from  Madison,  Ga.  November  19,  Second  and  Third  Brigades  moved  at 
5  a.  m.  to  destroy  railroad.  First  Brigade,  with  trains,  moved  at  7  a.  m. 
to  and  through  Madison  to  a  camp  four  miles  east  of  that  place  on  the 
Eaton  ton  road.  Second  and  Third  Brigades  joined  the  First  at  Madi¬ 
son.  November  20,  marched  in  advance  to  within  two  miles  of  Eaton- 
ton;  went  into  camp  for  the  night  in  good  season.  November  21, 
raining;  moved  at  5  a.  m.  through  Eatonton  to  within  ten  miles  of 
Milled geville;  camped  in  pine  woods  on  the  Little  Eiver.  November 
22,  First  and  Second  Divisions,  with  trains,  passed  to  our  front;  the 
crossing  of  the  river  was  very  slow,  the  hill  being  very  bad.  By 
order  of  General  Williams  moved  two  brigades  (First  and  Third) 
into  town  (Milledgeville),  i)assing  trains  and  leaving  the  train  of  my 
division  in  charge  of  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Dustin;  it  came  in 
about  3  a.  m.  Novend)er  23,  all  day  in  Milledgeville  resting.  No¬ 
vember  24,  moved  at  C  a.  m.  across  Ocouee  Eiver;  halted  until  3  j). 
in.,  allowing  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  to  pass;  still  in  rear  of  c.orps; 
marched  on  Hebron  road.  November  25,  passed  Hebron  to  Buffalo 
Creek;  division  still  in  rear;  bridge  burned;  went  into  camp  in  good 
season.  November  20,  moved  at  0  a.  m.;  division  in  rear  of  cor})S; 
took  up  pontoons  over  Buffalo  Creek;  reached  Sandersville  at  2  p.  m.; 
went  into  cam]).  November  27,  division  in  charge  of  corps  trains  and 
artillery;  marched  to  Davisl)oroug‘h,  fourteen  miles;  went  into  camp 
early,  getting  everything  in  at  an  early  hour.  November  28,  marched 
on  Louisville  road;  still  in  charges  of  trains;  bridge  over  Ogeechee 
destroyed;  i)ont()niers  and  ])ioneers  at  work  all  afternoon.  The  Four¬ 
teenth  Corps  train  ])assed  us  here.  November  29,  moved  at  2  p.  m.; 
crossed  Eocky  Comlbrt;  passed  through  Louisville;  went  into  cam]) on 


*  For  portion  of  report  (hero  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  678. 
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Big  Creek,  viiere  the  enemy  luid  destroyed  bridge  ;  Second  Brigade 
left  at  the  Ogeechee  to  guard  the  pontoon  train.  November  30,  remained 
in  camp  all  day.  By  order  of  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  Left 
Wing,  moved  ui)  Second  Brigade  and  pontoon  train ;  heavy  fog  settled  at 
night  j  almost  impossible  to  see  five  feet  ahead.  The  brigade  and  trains 
came  into  camp  at  12  o’clock  (midnight). 

December  1,  marched  at  1  x).  m.,  division  in  rear  of  corx)S,  in  charge 
of  (cavalry  train  and  General  Carlin’s  train  of  Fourteenth  Corps,  Col¬ 
onel  Selfridge’s  brigade,  of  First  Division,  assisting  this  division  to 
guard  the  increased  train.  Marched  eight  miles;  rear  in  about  3  a.  m. 
December  2,  still  in  rear  and  in  charge  of  same  trains.  Marched 
toward  Buck  Head  Creek;  camx^ed  within  one  mile  of  that  stream  about 
dark;  ordered  to  cross  that  night;  order  countermanded  at  9  jj.  m. 
December  3,  crossed  Buck  Head  Creek  to  move  ahead  of  Second  in 
rear  of  First  Division.  General  Carlin’s  train  ordered  to  rex)ort  to  its 
own  division.  Cavalry  train  and  my  Second  Brigade  ordered  to  report 
to  General  Geary.  Moved  across  Milieu  and  Augusta  Eailroad,  leav¬ 
ing  stockade  to  left;  detached  First  Brigade  to  destroy  railroad ;  efiec- 
tually  destroyed  about  four  miles  by  i)iliug  fence  rails  on  the  track  and 
setting  them  on  fire.  Moved  into  camx)  near  Big  Horse  Creek;  the 
First  Brigade  coming  in  about  11  ]).  m.  December  4,  moved,  second 
division  in  line;  went  into  cam])  at  cross-roads,  six  miles  from  Sylva- 
nia.  December  5,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  passed  First  Division.  Marched 
eight  miles  on  Sxningtield  road;  went  into  canix)  at  1  j).  m.  Second 
Brigade  joined  the  division  about  7  p.  m.,  having  marched  fifteen  miles. 
December  (5,  marched  in  advance  of  corps  fourteen  miles;  camx)ed  at  3 
p.  m.  ten  miles  northwest  of  Springfield.  December  7,  marched  again 
in  advance.  First  Brigade,  in  advance,  went  into  Sxningtield;  balance 
of  division  camx)ed  one  mile  west  of  the  town.  Pioneers  cleared  the 
road  of  trees  felled  by  enemy  and  built  foot  bridge  across  Jack’s 
Branch.  December  8,  division  in  charge  of  coips  trains;  ordered  to 
cross  the  branch,  mass  troops,  and  park  trains  around  the  town;  2 
j).  m.,  ordered  to  move  at  once;  roads  terrible.  Head  of  column  went 
into  camx)  at  forks  of  road,  only  six  miles,  but  the  rear  of  column  did 
not  come  in  until  8.45  o’clock  tlie  next  morning.  December  9,  detailed 
Eighty-fiftli  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crane  commanding,  to  repair 
roads  ahead  of  trains.  Had  orders,  if  i)ossible,  to  overtake  troox^s  ..of 
First  and  Se('ond  Divisions.  Moved  by  Mount  Zion  Ghurch;  marched 
V  fifteen  miles.  Camxjed  in  rear  of  corps,  fifteen  miles  and  a  half  from  Sa- 
vannali.  December  10,  broke  camx)  at  0.30  a.  m.  to  march  in  rear  of 
First  Division.  Moved  on  main  road  to  Monteith  (Ten-mile  station. 
Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad).  Here  tlie  General  Jackson  com¬ 
mand  was  busily  employed  destroying  the  traijk.  My  division  was  or¬ 
dered  forward  to  x)rotect  the  working  party;  threw  First  Brigade  in  line 
of  battle  near  Cherokee  Hill;  received  orders  to  move  forward  untill 
came  to  ox)i)OSition ;  was  not  cliecked  until  within  four  miles  and  a 
half  of  Savannah.  Here  Ave  ran  upon  the  enemj^’s  works;  halted; 
ordered  to  form  two  brigades  on  right  ofJonesville  road  and  to  hold 
one  in  reserve;  this  was  done:  First  and  Third  Brigades  in  first  line; 
Second  Brigade  in  camj)  in  rear.  My  left  connected  with  right  of  First 
Division;  my  right  Avith  left  of  Fourteenth  Army  (k)rx)S.  The  enemy 
made  no  demonstration  Avorthy  of  notice.  He  fired  heavy  guns  freely, 
but  they  did  little  or  no  damage. 

December  11,  order  from  General  Williams,  commanding  Twentieth 
Corps,  to  send  a  regiment  over  to  Savannah  River.  Colonel  Dustin, 
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coinmaiidiii^  Second  Brigade,  sent  Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  Bloodg’ood  commanding.  This  regiment  supiiorted  Captain 
Winegar’s  battery  which,  on  the  13th  [12th]  instant,  disabled  the  rebel 
transport  Kesolnte  to  such  a  degree  that  she  fell  into  our  hands.  A 
crew  from  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  was  put  aboard  of  her  and 
ran  her  up  to  within  the  week  just  past.  On  the  14th  instant  two  regi¬ 
ments  were  detailed  from  Second  Brigade  as  escort  to  a  train  sent  into 
the  country  from  corps  headquarters;  they  returned  same  night. 
December  15,  received  orders  to  relieve  Carman’s  brigade,  of  General 
Jackson’s  division.  December  IG,  Colonel  Dustin,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  relieved  Colonel  Carman  on  left  of  Louisville  road  at  day¬ 
break;  the  line  very  long,  about  700  yards,  and  only  three  regiments 
to  hold  it.  Colonel  Dustin  was  ordered  to  complete  the  works  and 
place  his  command  in  as  strong  position  as  possible.  The  brigades  at 
this  time  were  stationed  as  follows:  Third  Brigade  on  the  right.  First 
in  center.  Second  on  the  left,  covering  a  front  of  about  one  mile  and 
a  half.  They  retained  this  position  until  the  evacuation  of  Savan¬ 
nah.  By  order  of  the  corps  commander  the  front  of  this  position  was 
frequently  and  thoroughly  investigated.  Every  avenue  of  approach 
to  the  enemy’s  lines  was  ascertained,  and  reports  of  these  investiga¬ 
tions  were  promptly  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-Coloiiel  Perkins,  assist¬ 
ant  adjutant- general  of  the  corps.  On  the  morning  of  December  21, 
before  day,  I  was  notified  that  the  enemy  had  left  his  works,  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Geary  was  in  them;  I  was  ordered  to  push  my  skirmish  line  for¬ 
ward  to  the  city  and  to  occupy  the  rebel  pits  with  my  line  of  battle; 
this  was  done.  At  11  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  put  my  command  in 
camp  west  of  the  canal;  the  troops  went  in  at  once,  Third  Brigade  on 
right.  Second  in  center.  First  on  left,  wagon  trains  parked  in  rear  of 
troops. 

During  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  my  command  was  sub¬ 
sisted  almost  entirely  from  the  country.  The  report  of  my  commissary, 
and  those  of  my  brigade  commanders,  will  show  how  little  we  depended 
on  the  Government.  Tlie  subsistence  procured  was  of  the  best  quality, 
greatly  preferable  to  the  army  rations.  Vegetables,  especially  sweet 
potatoes,  were  abundant,  and  at  no  former  period  has  my  command 
been  so  healthy  as  it  was  on  reaching  Savannah.  The  quartermaster’s 
reports  will  show  the  number  of  mules  and  horses  taken,  and  the  com- 
liarative  condition  of  transportation  on  leaving  Atlanta  and  on  reach¬ 
ing  Savannah.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  numbers  of  animals  seized, 
more  than  half  the  train  must  have  been  abandoned;  as  it  was,  the  class 
of  animals  is  not  only  improved,  but  they  are  in  fine  condition,  and 
with  proper  feeding  are  ready  for  another  campaign  at  any  time.  As 
to  the  amount  of  cotton  destroyed,  1  think  that  5,000  bales  would  not 
be  an  overestimate.  Of  course,  1  allow  a  margin  for  the  unauthorized 
burning  by  foraging  parties.  44ie  amount  may  have  been  more  than 
that  given,  as  we  kept  no  record  of  the  amount  burned.  One  thing  1 
am  sure  of,  there  was  not  much  left  behind  us. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  brigade,  regimental,  quartermaster,  and  commis¬ 
sary  of  subsistence  reports.  The  report  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  is 
not  yet  in,  that  regiment  having  been  detailed  since  December  19,  18G4. 

Very  respectfullv,  cSic., 

W.  T.  AVAKD, 

Brigadier- General,  Gomdg.  Third  Dir.,  Tivcntieih  Army  Corps. 

Lieut.  Col.  II.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistaitf  Ailjntant-General,  Ta'entieth  Army  Cotps. 
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No.  11>1. 

Report  of  Col.  FranMln  C.  Smithy  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois 

Infantry y  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  Septemher  23- 

Jtecemher  21. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  1)iv.,  2()th  Army  Corps, 

Sarannahy  Ga.^  Decemher  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  Ill  obedience  to  your  order  of  December  24, 1  have  tbe  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

The  brigade  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command  was  stationed  at 
the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee  River  during  the  inter¬ 
val  between  September  23  and  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  just 
ended. 

On  the  15th  of  October  last  I  received  permission  from  IVXajor-General 
Slocum,  commanding  U.  S.  troops  at  Atlanta,  to  send  out  foraging 
parties  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  River.  I  subsisted 
the  animals  belonging  to  the  post  and  also  those  belonging  to  myselt 
and  staff,  up  to  the  time  of  marching,  entirely  from  the  country. 

November  13,  at  4  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  destroy  the  railroad 
from  the  Chattahoochee  River  toward  Atlanta,  and  to  continue  till  I 
met  the  working  party  sent  out  from  that  city,  and  then  to  join  the 
division  at  Atlanta.  November  14,  at  9  a.  m.  I  had  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  three  miles  and  a  half  of  the  road  when  we  met  the  party  sent 
from  the  city.  1  then  moved  with  my  command  to  Atlanta  and  reported 
to  Brigadier- General  Ward,  commanding  division,  at  5  p.  m.  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  at  1  p.  m.  1  moved  my  command  as  rear  guard  of  the  column 
in  the  direction  of  Decatur.  Nothing  worthy  of  particular  mention 
occurred  during  tlie  march,  except  that  my  entire  command  subsisted 
exclusively  upon  the  country  until  my  arrival  before  this  city. 

December  10,  at  this  time  1  had  in  my  train  the  same  amount  of 
subsistence  for  my  brigade  that  I  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  march, 
though  not  of  the  same  kind.  At  the  commencement  of  the  campaign 
all  of  the  animals  belonging  to  the  command,  public  and  private,  were 
much  reduced,  and  many  of  them  unlit  for  service.  On  the  march  1 
kept  out  foraging  parties  on  the  Hanks,  with  instructions  to  seize  all 
serviceable  horses  and  mules  they  might  find.  -  In  this  way  1  replaced 
the  unserviceable  animals  of  the  brigade  train  of  twenty-three  teams, 
putting  in  120  fresh  mules.  1  replaced  the  horses  of  the  ambulances, 
six  in  number,  with  good  mules.  I  also  put  into  the  ordnama)  train, 
which  for  the  time  being  was  asi^^igiied  to  the  train  of  my  brigade,  thirty 
fresh  animals.  1  also  supplied  the  regiments  with  the  proper  number 
of  pack -mules,  sixty  in  number.  Olhcers  who  were  entitled  to  horses 
have  been  supplied  with  good  ones  in  all  cases  where  their  own  liad 
become  worn  out  and  useless.  I  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Thomi)son, 
provost-marshal  of  the  division,  at  various  times,  seventy-eight  liorses, 
most  of  which  were  unserviceable,  making  an  aggregate  of  seizures  ami 
captures  as  follows:  Number  of  mules,  222;  number  of  horses,  75;  num¬ 
ber  of  beef-cattle,  280. 

On  the  10th  of  December  my  brigade  was  in  tlie  advan(*e  of  tlie 
column.  After  crossing  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  I  de¬ 
ployed  the  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois  Inlantry,  in  command  of 
Captain  Clay,  as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  till  we  were  within  four 
miles  and  a  half  of  this  city,  where  the  enemy’s  works  were  discovered 
one  mile  in  advance  of  the  head  of  the  eolumn.  The  brigade  was  tlum 
deployed  in  line  of  battle,  the  left  resting  on  the  road  leading  into 
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Savannah  and  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  Third  Brigade  near 
the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Bailroad.  The  rebel  works  on  our  front 
were  a  continuous  line  of  breast  works,  strongly  built,  with  heavy  head 
logs,  and  extended  at  right  angles  with  the  road.  In  the  road  was  a 
strong  bastion  with  two  embrasures,  in  which  were  two  long  32-pounder 
cannon  (old  style).  After  dark  I  reconnoitered  the  works,  and  ad 
vanced  to  within  300  yards  of  the  works  and  found  them  weakly 
manned,  w^hich  I  reported  to  the  division  commander.  By  direction  of 
the  division  commander  on  the  night  of  the  llth  instant  I  established 
a  squad  of  sharpshooters  on  the  Savannah  road,  covering  the  guns  in 
the  bastion.  On  the  night  of  the  12th  these  guns  were  removed  from 
the  embrasures  and  did  not  appear  again  during  the  investment.  In 
obedience  to  orders  received  I  reconnoitered  the  position  of  the  enemy 
in  my  front  during  the  night  time  from  the  15th  to  the  19th,'  and  found 
a  swamp  or  pond  of  water  extending  its  entire  length,  varying  in  depth' 
from  two  to  three  feet  and  a  half,  and  tlie  enemy  weak,  whicli  I  also 
reported  to  the  division  commander,  and  in  which  report  I  also  ex¬ 
pressed  the  opinion  that  1  could  easily  carry  this  position  by  assault. 
At  daybreak  on  the  21st  instant  I  received  orders  to  advance  my  com¬ 
mand,  under  the  supposition  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  his  position. 
I  immediately  ordered  my  picket-line  forward  to  liis  line  of  works  in  my 
front  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired,  leaving  the  guns  above 
mentioned  in  our  possession.  When  informed  of  this  I  immediately 
ordered  a  guard  over  the  guns  and  a  small  quantity  of  ammunition  de¬ 
signed  for  their  use,  which  guard  was  relieved  by  the  division  picket 
on  the  evening  of  tlie  same  day.  We  moved  forward  at  8  a.  m.  from 
the  enemy’s  works  to  our  i)resent  encampment  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Kailroad. 

I  here  beg  leave  to  state  that  on  the  3d  day  of  December  I  was  or¬ 
dered  to  proceed  north  of  Milieu  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a  part 
of  the  Augusta  railroad,  and  was  so  employed  with  my  entire  com¬ 
mand  for  five  hours,  and  burned  and  destroyed  four  miles  of  that  road. 
At  other  different  times  during  the  march  my  brigade  destroyed  about 
two  miles  of  railroad,  making  in  all  about  nine  miles  and  a  half  of 
railroad  destroyed  by  my  command. 

1  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  speak  of  the  general  good  conduct  of  my 
men  and  their  uniform  cheerfulness  to  perform  all  labor  and  duty  re¬ 
quired  of  them. 

liespectfullv  submitted. 

F.  C.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Com mandin^j. 

Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Ticentieth  Army  Corps. 


¥o.  122. 


Report  of  Alaj.  HUand  H.  day,  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry. 


Sir 


‘Headquarters  102d  Ilijnois  Volunteers, 

December  24,  4864. 


On  the  following  day  [November  15]  marched  with  the  corps  on  the 
great  raid  through  Georgia.  During  the  campaign  the  regiment  ob- 

*For  portion  of  report  (hero  oniitt(Ml)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  084. 
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tallied  its  full  share  of  subsistence  from  the  country,  consisting  of  flour, 
meal,  molasses,  yams,  pork,  chickens,  turkeys,  butter,  honey,  wine, 
whisky,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles  too  numerous  to  mention,  here. 
I  think  the  regiment  obtained  from  the  country  twice  the  amount  of 
subsistence  that  would  have  been  necessary  to  supply  the  men  during 
the  march.  Vast  quantities  of  provisions  were  unavoidably  abandoned 
on  the  way,  as  the  men  could  not  well  carry  more  than  what  their  hav¬ 
ersacks  would  hold. 

During  the  raid  the  regiment  captured  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  as 
follows:  Horses,  78;  mules,  08;  cattle,  88. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  regiment  in  men  was  3  captured,  1  severely 
wounded. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  ir.  CLAY, 

Major  ^  Com  m  and ing. 

Lieut.  A.  H.  Trego, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General^  First  Brigade. 


Yo.  123. 

Report  of  Maj.  Henry  I).  Broivn,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illmois 

Infantry. 

Headquarters  105th  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21,  1864. 

Sir 

At  noon  on  the  15th  of  November  left  Atlanta,  marching  out  in  the 
direction  of  Decatur  on  the  Decatur  pike.  On  the  march  my  command 
passed  through  the  towns  of  Decatur  and  Lithonia  on  the  15th  and 
10th  of  November,  crossing  a  branch  of  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver  near  the 
latter  place.  Social  Circle  and  Kutledge  Station  on  the  Augusta  branch 
of  Georgia  Central  Eailroad  on  the  18th,  Madison  on  the  19th,  leaving 
the  railroad  at  Madison  and  passing  through  Eatonton,  a  iioint  at  the 
terminus  of  a  branch  of  the  railroad  running  from  Milledgeville. 
Entered  Milledgeville  on  the  22d  and  laid  over  until  the  morning  of 
the  24th.  On  the  2Gth  arrived  at  Sandersville,  on  the  left  of  the 
Georgia  Central  Eailroad.  Camped  at  ])avisborough  on  the  railroad 
on  the  night  of  the  27th.  Passed  Louisville  on  the  29th,  a  point  on  the 
left  of  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad.  On  the  3()th  laid  over. 

On  the  7th  of  December  arrived  at  Springfleld.  On  the  8th  laid 
over  until  dark  at  Springfield.  On  the  lOth  moved  up  within  four 
miles  and  a  half  of  Savannah,  and,  meeting  the  enemy’s  pickets,  a  line 
was  formed  on  the  right  of  the  road;  my  regiment,  with  the  exception 
of  portion  of  the  One  liundred  and  second  [Illinois],  was  on  the  right  of 
the  line.  The  march  was  concluded  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  out  from 
Atlanta.  On  the  Ilth  and  12th  of  December  my  battalion  changed  its 
position  in  the  establishment  ot  the  lines. 

During  the  march  fnage  was  abundant  and  regular  details  were 
made  to  secure  it.  The  -men  and  oflicers  subsisted  almost  entirely 
1‘rom  the  country.  At  Milledgeville  my  command  was  detailed  and 
assisted  in  the  destruction  of  rebel  property.  Several  thousand  stand 
of  arms  were  destroyed,  together  witli  a  <piantity  of  ammunition;  also 

*  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  rchitiiii*'  to  o})erations  about  Atlanta,  sco 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  G85. 
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twenty  casks  of  salt,  wliicli  were  thrown  into  the  river.  While  before 
Savannah  uiy  comroaiul  threw  rip  two  lines  of  breast- works  on  the  17th 
and  20th  instant. 

Captain  Forsyth,  of  Company  11,  Avas  sent  out  in  charge  of  ten  men 
on  a  reconnaissance,  on  the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  in  front  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fifth  Kegiment  and  on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  He  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Avithin  twenty  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line,  encountering  a  deep 
SAvamp  in  front  of  their  Avorks.  He  observed  their  fires  and  heard  them 
talk.  After  drawing  their  fire,  he  returned  with  his  men,  having 
accomplished  all  that  Avas  practicable  in  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
The  entire  distance  marched  by  my  regiment  cannot  exactly  be  arrived 
at,  but  it  Avill  not  fall  far  short  of  400  miles. 

The  general  good  conduct  of  officers  and  men  1  am  pleased  to  com¬ 
mend  to  your  favorable  consideration,  especially  on  account  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  bore  the  fatigue  and  privations  of  a  long  march. 

Hoping  that  the  above  may  prove  satisfactory,  I  hav-e  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Lieut.  A.  H.  Trego, 

Acig.  AsHt.  Ailjt.  (icn.^  1st  Brig 


H.  H.  BKOWX, 
Alajor,  Commanding  Regiment. 

.,  Sd  Div.y  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  124. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  Case.,  One  hundred  and  tieenty-ninth  Tllinois 

Infantry. 

Headquarters  129tii  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Hecemher  25, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  response  to  the  order  requiring  me  to  make  a  report 
of  the  recent  cam^iaign,  Avith  approximate  estimates  of  forage,  horses, 
mules,  &c.,  captured,  so  far  as  mj^  regiment  is  concerned,  I  submit  the 
following: 

While,  our  brigade  av as  in  camp  at  Chattahoochee  bridge  I  aatis  in 
charge  of  only  one  forage  expedition.  The  amount  of  corn  obtained  on 
that  expedition  was  about  4,500  bushels. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  loth  of  No\  ember  my  regiment  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed  about  half  a  . mile  of  the  railroad  lying  between  the 
Chattahoochee  Liver  and  Atlanta.  Our  brigade  broke  camp  the  next 
morning  and  proceeded  to  Atlanta,  and  marched  thence,  on  the  recent 
campaigu,  on  the  15th  of  November.  Proceeding  easterly  we  arrived  at 
Madison  on  the  18th;  thence  Ave  moved  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
and  reached  Milledgeville  on  the  22d.  We  marched  thence  on  the  24th, 
and  passed  through  SandersAille  on  the  25th,  Louisville  on  the  21)th ; 
rested  the  30th. 

Passed  Buck  Head  Church  December  3  in  the  morning,  and  on  the 
same  day  our  brigade  destroyed  about  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  railroad 
leading  from  IVIillen  to  Augusta;  reached  Turkey  Creek  about  4  p.  m. 
December  0,  and  arrived  Avithiu  shelling  distance  of  the  works  of  the 
enemy,  four  miles  from  Savannah,  about  10  a.  m.  on  the  10th  instant. 
Here  the  head  of  the  column  halted,  and  my  regiment  was  sent  for- 
Avard,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to  reconnoiter  the  Avorks  of  the  enemy. 
1  advanced  to  Avithin  eighty  rods,  Avhen  coming  within  full  view  of 
their  works  and  encountering  a  heavy  abatis  on  my  left  and  wide  and 
deei)  SAvamp  on  my  right,  I  halted  my  skirmish  line;  wasrelieA'Cd  at  0  j). 
m.  same,  day,  and  went  into  camp  witlj  tin*,  brigade  that  night  about 
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one  mile  and  a  quarter  behind  the  skirmish  line  previously  held  by  my 
regiment.  Our  forces  remained  here  in  camp  until  the  21st  instant, 
when,  the  enemy  liaving  evacuated  Savannah,  we  came  into  the  city 
and  encamped  in  our  imesent  position. 

The  distance  marched  by  us,  from  the  Chattahoocliee  to  Savannah, 
was  280  miles. 

^^o  casualties  in  my  regiment,  except  Private  Davis,  Company  A,  was 
ai'cidentally  shot  by  some  one  foraging  near  the  road  November  18, 
and  died  that  night  ;  also  a  private  of  Company  F  was  accidentally  shot 
in  camp,  but  not  mortally. 

It  will  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  give  estimates  of  horses,  mules,  for¬ 
age,  &c.,  captured  by  my  command  during  the  march,  but  the  follow¬ 
ing  will  at  least  apinoximate  the  actual  results;  Corn  seized,  100  bush¬ 
els;  blade  fodder,  1,5(K)  pounds;  rice,  1,000  pounds;  fresh  pork,  8,000 
pounds;  sweet  potatoes,  50  bushels;  molasses,  100  gallons;  horses,  8; 
mules  (quartermaster’s  department),  12;  mules  and  horses  for  com¬ 
panies,  15.  Of  this  number  many  Avere  turned  into  brigade  headquar¬ 
ters  by  orders,  and  afterward  some  were  killed,  as  1  understand,  but  the 
exact  number  I  cannot  now  state. 

Very  respectfully. 


H.  CASE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 


Lieut.  A.  H.  Trego, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.^lst  Brig. ^  3d  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  125. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  3Ierrill^  Seventieth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Savannah^  Ga.j  December  24 ^  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rej)ort  that  on  the  1st  day  of  November  I 
resumed  the  command  of  the  Seventieth  Indiana,  which,  for  six-  weeks 
previous,  had  been  in  charge  of  Maj.  Z.  S.  Eagan.  At  that  date  the 
aggregate  iiresent  of  the  regiment  was  413,  whicli  was  increased  to  532 
on  the  5th  by  an  addition  caused  by  a  consolidation  with  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Indiana.  On  the  14th  we  left  the  Chattahoochee  Elver,  reach¬ 
ing  Atlanta  the  same  day.  On  the  15th,  the  time  of  moving  from 
Atlanta,  there  were  nine  animals  in  my  possession,  for  which,  in  the 
fifteen  days  previous,  there  had  been  drawn  only  three  days’  rations,  as 
the  tAvelve  days’  rations  were  foraged  from  the  neighboring  regions. 
Thirteen  animals  were  added  to  the  above  number,  making  in  all 
twenty-two,  for  Avhich  the  GoA^ernment  has  furnished  no  rations,  but 
forage  Avas  collected  from  the  country  to  su])ply  their  Avants. 

The  number  of  rations  issued  to  the  men  of  the  command  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining.  Since  the  organization  of  the  regiment  the 
supply  of  food  has  never  been  so  abundant  as  during  the  recent  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  health  of  the  command  has  been  excellent,  the  average  number 
unfit  for  duty  being  less  than  1  in  100. 

Tlie  daily  report  of  the  regiment  has  been  no  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  MEEEILL, 

lAeutenant- Colonel^  Comdg.  Seventieth  Indiana  VolunRers. 

]deut.  A.  II.  Trego, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Col.  Daniel  Dmfin,  One  hundred  and  ffih  Illinois  Infantry ^ 
eommanding  Second  Brigade. 

llDQRS.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  2()th  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  (ia.,  Decemher  27,  ISdi. 

Sir:* 

November  15,  pursuant  to  orders  of  the  day  before,  tlie  brigade 
moved  out  from  Atlanta  at  0  a.  m.,  taking  tlie  Decatur  road,  the 
Third  Division  in  the  rear,  and  the  Second  Brigade  in  tlie  center  of  the 
division.  The  march  was  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  trains,  and  with 
frequent  and  tedious  delays  was  continued  until  8  a.  m.  of  November 
10,  when,  after  halting  two  hours  for  breakfast,  the  march  was  resunied, 
the  Third  Division  in  the  center,  the  Second  Brigade  in  advance.  The 
roads  were  bad,  and  the  inogress  of  the  column  still  seriously  imi)eded 
by  the  trains.  The  brigade  encamped  at  8  p.  m.  near  Eock  Bridge,  on 
Yellow  Elver,  having  made  twenty-five  miles  from  Atlanta  in  the  two 
days’  march.  November  17  moved  at  0  a.  m.,  ])assiug  through  Sheffield 
and  Summers’  Alill,  crossing  Big  Haynes  Creek  shortly  after  noon. 
March  continued  through  the  night  until  3  o’clock  in  the  morning  of 
November  18.  After  halting  for  a  short  rest  and  breakfast,  the  brigade 
moved  forward  at  0  a.  m.,  striking  the  Augusta  and  Atlanta  E abroad  at 
Social  Circle  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  Passiiig  on  toward 
Eutledge  the  brigade  was  halted  near  that  town  and  destroyed,  by 
tearing  up  and  burning,  nearly  two  miles  of  railroad  track,  then  again 
moving  forward  and  going  into  canq)  ip  good  season  about  six  miles 
west  of  Madison.  November  10,  broke  camp  at  5  a.  m.,  and  after 
marching  a  short  distance  were  halted  and  commenced  destroying  rail¬ 
road  track.  This  destruction  was  very  conqOete  and  extended  to  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  railroad  depot  at  Madison.  Passing  through  Madison 
the  brigade  went  into  camp  on  the  Milledgeville  road  four  miles  from 
Madison.  November  20,  marched  at  0  a.  m..  Third  Division  in  advance, 
Second  Brigade  in  rear  of  division  deployed  in  the  trains.  Encamped 
two  miles  north  of  Eatonton  at  dark,  having  marched  fourteen  miles. 
November  21,  moved,  at  5  a.  m.,  a  heavy  rain  foiling  seriously  affecting 
the  roads;  Tliird  Division  in  advance.  Second  Brigade  in  advance  of 
division.  Eatonton  is  the  terminus  of  a  branch  radroad  intersecting 

the  Central  railroad  at  Gordon,  and - iniles  distant  from  the  latter 

place.  Encamped  at  3  |).  m.  on  the  Little  Eiver,  ten  miles  from  Milledge¬ 
ville,  November  22.  Here  the  brigade  was  detained  by  the  crossing 
of  the  trains  on  the  ])ontoon  until  4  {).  m.,  when  it  moved  forward  on 
Milledgeville  road.  Third  Division  in  rear.  Second  Brigade  in  rear  of 
division  deployed  on  trains.  The  march  was  continued  through  the 
night  with  frequent  detentions  on  account  of  the  trains,  the  advance 
regiment  of  the  brigade  reaching  IMilledgeville  about  10  p.  m.,  the  rear 
l  egiment  arriving  at  7  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  night  was  severely 
cold,  and  there  was  much  suffering  among  the  men. 

November  23,  remained  in  canq)  during  the  day;  weathei*  very  cold. 
November  24,  the  bi  igade  moved  at  0  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Oconee  Eiver, 
and  then  halting  to  allow  the  Eourteenth  (.orps  to  pass,  until  3  ]).  m., 
when  it  moved  forward  slowly,  greatly  imi)eded  by  the  trains  on  the 


*  For  i)ortif)ii  of  ro.jioi  t,  (liero  omitted)  relating  to  operation.s  al>ont  Atlanta,  .sec 
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in  center 


Hebron  roiul;  Third  Division  in  rear,  Second  Brigade 
roads  generally  fair;  marched  until  d  next  morning,  making  but 
twelve  miles.  November  25,  rested  three  hours,  moving  again  at 
0  a.  ni..  Third  Division  in  advance.  Second  Brigade  in  advance  of 
division;  moved  through  Hebron  to  Bnftalo  Creek,  where  our  advance 
exchanged  a  few  shots  with  the  enemy;  went  into  camp,  all  the  trains 
having  crossed  the  creek  except  those  of  the  Third  Division,  Twentieth 
Army  Ooriis.  November  20,  broke  camp  at  0  a.  m.,  crossing  the  creek 
at  10  a.  m.  and  halting  for  the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  taken  up;  moved 
forward  to  Sandersville,  Third  Division  in  rear,' Second  Brigade  in 
rear,  reaching  Sandersville  at  4.30  p.  m.  At  this  plac-e  our  column  was 
joined  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps  from  the  left.  November  27,  broke 
cnmp  at  7  a.  in.,  the  Third  Division  taking  charge  of  the  trains  of  the 
whole  corps,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  being  detached  destroying- 
railroad  track.  Second  Brigade  in  center  of  the  division ;  made  fourteen 
miles  over  a  good  road,  crossing  to  the  south  side  of  the  Central  rail¬ 
road,  arriving  at  Davisborongh  at  7  p.  m.  November  28,  marched  at 
(3  a.  m.  on  Louisville  road.  Second  Brigade  in  advance.  First  and 
Second  Divisions  still  at  work  upon  the  railroad;  arrived  at  the  Ogee- 
chee  Elver  at  12  m.;  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
the  column  was  halted,  and  the  brigade  went  into  camp  in  good  season 
with  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  8  next  morning.  November  29, 
detained  by  crossing  of  trains  until  10  j).  m.,  when  the  brigade  crossed, 
and,  under  orders,  went  into  camp,  remaining  to  guard  rear  of  train  and 
pontoon  bridge  and  train.  November  30,  remained  in  camp  until 
7  11.  m.,  when  the  brigade  moved  forward,  taking  pontoon  train;  crossed 
Kocky  Comfort  Creek,  passed  thi-ongh  Louisville  at  9  p.  m,  and 
encamped  about  12  m.  near  Dry  Creek,  three  miles  east  of  Louisville. 

December  1,  remained  in  camp,  waiting  for  the  passage  of  the  trains, 
until  3  p.  m.  Brought  up  trains  of  Twentieth  Corps,  one  division 
Fourteenth  Corps,  and  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry;  Third  Division  in 
rear.  Second  Brigade  in  center.  Crossed  Big  Creek  and  -went  into  camp 
at  midnight  about  one  mile  east  of  the  crossing,  having  made  eight  miles 
during  the  day.  December  2,  moved  at  daylight,  crossing  Baker’s 
Creek  and  passing  through  the  most  difficult  swamp  yet  found;  Third 
Division  in  rear.  Second  Brigade  in  advance  of  division;  roads  good, 
except  the  swamp  just  mentioned.  W eiit  into  camp  at  dark  near  J ones’ 
Creek,  about  one  mile  west  of  Buck  Head  Creek,  having  marched  fifteen 
miles.  December  3,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  the  brigade  having  been  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Geary,  commanding  Second  Division.  By  his 
orders  took  charge  of  cavalry  train  of  240  wagons,  crossed  Biu'k  Head 
Creek;  passed  Milieu  prison  camp  about  noon,  leaving  Milieu  to  the 
south ;  crossed  the  Augusta  and  Milieu  Eailroad  about  dark,  taking  the 
Sylvania  road,  and  going  into  camp  about  midnight  four  miles  east  of 
Milieu.  December  4,  broke  camp  at  0.30  a.  m.,  crossed  Big  Horn  and 
Little  Horn  Creeks,  still  guarding  cavalry  train;  marclied  eiglit  miles. 
December  5,  moved  at  0.30  a.  m.  in  the  same  order  as  for  the  past  two 
days;  rejoined  the  division  and  went  into  camp  at  7  ]).  m.,  having 


marched  fifteen  miles.  Decend)er  broke 


o 

.,  camp  at  0  a.  m.. 

Division  in  advance.  Second  Brigade  in  advance  of  division;  moved 
about  thirteen  miles,  going  into  cam])  at  3  ]>.  m.  in  a  pine  forest  ten 
miles  northwest  of  Si)ringfield.  De(;embei-  7,  broke  cam])  at  8  a.  m.. 
Third  Division  in  advance.  Second  Brigade  in  rear;  crossed  Turkey 
Creek,  marched  ten  miles,  and  went  into  cam])  near  S])ringfield  at  4  ]). 
111.  December  8,  remained  in  camp  until  noon  for  th(‘  First  and  Second 
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Di  visions  to  pass;  moved  six  miles.  Second  Brigade  in  center  of  divis¬ 
ion;  Avent  into  camp  about  11  p.  m.  December  9,  broke  camp  at  day¬ 
light,  Second  Brigade  in  advance;  Eiglity-tiftb  Indiana  was  detaclied 
and  sent  forward  to  repair  tlie  roads  for  the  trains.  Tlie  work  was 
severe  and  constant,  and  the  faithful  manner  in  Avhich  it  was  performed 
was  A  ery  creditable  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment.  Moved 
fourteen  miles,  and  went  into  camp  at  dark  sixteen  miles  from  Savan¬ 
nah.  December  10,  broke  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  and  marched  to  within  five 
miles  of  Savannah  on  the  Savannah  and  Augusta  dirt  road,  crossing 
the  Cliarleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  ten  miles  from  the  latter  place. 
Here  our  advance,  coming  upon  the  enemy’s  troops,  Avent  into  position. 
The  Second  Brigade  being  in  reserve,  went  into  camp  in  good  season 
in  rear  of  the  line  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  our  division. 

December  11,  remained  in  position  until  dark.  In  obedience  to  orders 
from  corps  headquarters  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  was  detached 
and  sent  to  Gibbon’s  plantation,  on  the  Savannah  River,  to  support  a 
battery  and  blockade  the  river.  At  dark  the  brigade  moved  foi'Avard 
into  the  first  line  connecting  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade  with  the 
left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  midAvay  betAveen  the  dirt  and  rail  road,  the 
general  direction  of  the  line  of  battle  being  nearly  north  and  south. 
December  12,  remained  in  position.  December  13  [12],  the  battery  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  attacked  three  boats  attempt¬ 
ing  to  pass  the  blockade — one  being  a  gun-boat,  the  other  tAVO  side- 
Avheels;  one  armed.  The  unarmed  boat  was  soon  disabled  by  the  bat¬ 
tery,  and  the  other  tAvo  abandoned  her,  our  forces  immediately  taking 
possession  of  her  and  her  ere  ay.  The  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  at  the 
river  took  possession  of  rice  mills  on  the  riA^er,  and  by  details  from  the 
regiment  commenced  operating  them,  contributing  very  materially 
toAvard  relieving  the  embarrassment  of  the  subsistence  department  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  supplies.  This  work  was  energetically 
prosecuted  under  direction  of  Lieutenant  Harbert,  acting  commissary 
of  subsistence  of  the  Second  Brigade,  by  details  from  the  brigade.  Line 
of  battle  corrected  and  advanced.  Second  Brigade  again  in  reserve. 
December  14,  by  direction  from  corps  headquarters  two  regiments. 
Eighty-fifth  Indiana  and  Nineteenth  Michigan,  Colonel  Crane  com¬ 
manding,  made  an  expedition  eight  miles  and  a  half  into  the  country 
AAuth  tAventy-four  Avagons,  returning  in  eight  hours  Avith  the  Avagons 
loaded  Avith  staves.  December  15,  remained  in  position.  December 
1(),  at  7  a.  m.  brigade  moved  to  the  left  of  the  Augusta  dirt  road,  occu¬ 
pying  partially  completed  Avorks  just  then  evacuated  by  the  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps  (Colonel  Carman),  con¬ 
necting  on  the  right  with  the  First  Brigade  of  our  diAusion  and  on  the 
left  Avith  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  TAventieth  Army  Corps. 
Picket-line  500  yards  in  advance  of  line  of  battle,  and  Avithin  500  yards 
of  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle.  December  17,  remained  in  position. 
Details  from  the  regiments  were  set  to  Avork,  and  the  unfinished  breast- 
Avorks  in  front  of  tlie  brigade  put  in  good  condition  for  defense.  De¬ 
cember  18,  received  the folloAAung  order  from  division  headquarters: 

Circular.]  Headquarters  Third  Dia  isiox,  Taventietii  Ar.aiy  Corps, 

Xear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  IS,  1S64. 

T()-ni<>lit  each  brigade  commander  will  8(md  out  to  liis  front  a  reconnoitering 
]»arty  to  ascertain  every  avenue  to  the  enemy’s  ])osition.  A  writUm  report  of  the 
investigation  will  be  sent  to  thes(!  headciuarters  by  h  a.  m.  to-moriOAA'. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  AA",  T.  AA’ard  : 

.JOHN  SPEED, 

Captain  and  Asuiatant  Adjutant- Gen  oral. 
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Ill  pursuance  of  wliicli,  after  a  careful  iiersoiial  examination  of  the 
ground  by  the  colonel  commanding,  the  following  report  was  made: 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  20,  1S64. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  information  of 
the  general  commanding: 

This  brigade  (Second)  has  three  regiments  in  line,  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin 
being  detached  and  upon  duty  at  Gibbon’s  plantation,  on  the  Savannah  River.  The 
right  of  our  liue  rests  upon  the  Savaimah  and  Augusta  dirt  road,  connecting  with 
the  left  of  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division  (Colonel  Smith),  the  left  connecting 
with  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  this  corps  (Colonel  Selfridge), 
with  a  front  of  740  yards.  The  general  direction  of  our  line  of  battle  is  a  little  east 
of  north,  and  is  very  well  fortified.  Our  front  is  covered  by  a  ])icket-line  of  2  com¬ 
missioned  officers  and  170  men,  connecting  on  right  and  left  as  indicated  above,  and 
is  400  yards  in  advance  of  the  lino  of  battle,  the  intermediate  ground  being  covered 
with  pine.  The  ground  is  dry,  with  no  serious  llbstacles  to  an  advance  in  line  of 
battle.  Ill  front  of  the  entire  length  of  our  picket-line  is  an  open  space,  probably 
800  yards  in  width  on  our  right  and  gradually  widening  toward  the  left.  The 
enemy’s  line  of  battle  (fortified)  is  just  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  upon  the  opposite 
side  of  the  open  space  just  referred  to,  and  continues  (toward  the  left)  along  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  about  half  our  brigade  front.  From  this  point  toward  the  left  their  line 
is  iilainly  visible  in  this  open  space.  In  front  of  the  right  of  our  picket-line  there  is 
an  almost  impenetrable  slashing  of  timber  100  yards  in  width,  and  extends  toward  the 
left  nearly  half  thefront  of  our  brigade.  Between  this  slashing  and  the  rebel  skirmish 
line,  there  is  a  basin  of  water  from  75  to  100  yards  in  width,  the  depth  of  which  has 
not  been  ascertained.  This  basin  of  water  widens  and  evidently  deepens  toward  the 
left,  where  three  flood-gates  are  plainly  visible,  indicating  that  this  basin  of  water 
has  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation. 

On  the  19th  instant  I  made  a  careful  personal  examination  of  the  ground.  The 
same  has  been  done  by  other  officers  of  my  staff  and  command.  The  ground  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  picket-line  has,  I  think,  been  very  thoroughly  explored. 
1  have  reason  to  believe  that  between  the  rebel  skirmish  line  and  their  line  of  battle 
there  is  a  ditch  or  canal,  extending  from  the  bridge  on  the  main  road  toward  the 
river.  In  my  judgment  an  advance  in  our  front  for  the  purpose  of  assaulting  the 
enemy’s  works  would  be  extremely  difficult  and  its  success  doubtful. 

This  report  was  very  fully  confirmed  by  facts  transpiring  ivith  tlie 
evacuation,  excepting  perhaps  the  distance  between  the  picket-line  of 
this  brigade  and  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle.  December  19,  upon  apidi- 
catiou  of  the  colonel  commanding  permission  was  granted  to  build  a 
new  line  of  works  500  yards  in  advance  of  the  old  and  the  line  laid  out. 
From  this  new  line  our  musketry,  together  with  the  artillery  assigned  to 
that  i)art  of  the  line,  would  have  greatly  controlled,  if  not  rendered 
quite  untenable,  the  enemy’s  lines  in  our  front.  December  20,  work  on 
new  line  commenced  by  details  from  the  regiments,  and  energetically 
prosecuted  through  the  day  and  night.  December  21,  early  in  the 
morning  it  having  been  discovered  on  the  left  that  during  the  night  the 
enemy’s  works  in  their  front  had  been  evacuated  our  skirmish  line  was 
advanced  under  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crane,  Eighty-fifth 
Indiana,  division  officer  of  the  day.  Finding  the  works  in  our  front 
empty  tlie  brigade  was  immediately  moved  forward,  being  the  first  to 
occupy  the  enemy’s  works  in  front  of  our  division.  Their  artillery  along 
the  whole  line  in  our  front  was  abandoned  and  left  standing  iu  the 
embrasures.  After  halting  in  the  works  two  hours  the  brigade  was 
moved  forward  and  went  into  its  ])resent  position  one  mile  northwest 
IVom  the  city,  the  brigade  being  in  the  center  of  the  division.  The 
])ieket-line  of  the  brigade  occiijiies  the  line  of  rebel  works  s])oken  of 
above,  and  consists  of  one  commissioned  officer  and  eiglity-five  men. 
December  25,  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  was  relieved  from  duty  on 
the  river  and  rejoined  the  Inigade. 
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During'  tlie  uiarcli  the  brigade  destroyed  about  ten  miles  of  railroad 
track.  Being  without  the  usual  facilities  for  this  woi*k,  it  was  done 
under  considerable  disadvantage  and  much  hard  labor  5  it,  however, 
was  accomplished  most  effectually,  and  rellected  great  credit  upon 
officers  and  men  for  their  energy  and  zeal.  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  forward  the  reports  of  Major  Hobbs,  surgeon  in  chief  of  the  brigade. 
Lieutenant  Wing,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant  Har- 
bert,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence.  From  Lieutenant  Wing\s 
report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  number  of  horses  and  mules  and 
the  amount  of  forage  procured  on  the  march  is  as  follows:  Horses,  36; 
mules,  32;  corn,  99,312  pounds;  fodder,  66,720  pounds.  Lieutenant 
Harbert’s  rei)ort  shows  the  following  subsistence  stores  taken  from 
the  country:  150  head  beef-cattle,  475  sheep,  8,000  pounds  fresh  pork, 
2,000  pounds  bacon,  10,000  pounds  i)Oultry,  6,600  bushels  sweet 
])otatoes,  5,000  pounds  honey,  33  barrels  sorghum  sirup,  3,000  pounds 
corn  meal,  2,300  pounds  flour. 

To  the  constant  energy  and  systematic  industry  of  Lieutenants  AVing 
and  Harbert  the  brigade  is  under  especial  obligations,  which  I  take 
pleasure  in  here  acknowledging.  Lieutenant  Harbert  so  managed  his 
department  that  when  the  supplies  of  the  other  brigades  of  the  division 
were  exhausted,  he  still  had  on  hand  two  days’  rations  of  hard  bread, 
having  in  the  meantime  satisfactorily  supplied  the  troops  with  daily 
issues  of  sweet  potatoes. 

I  have  to  express  my  gratitication  with  the  faithful,  etticient,  and 
gentlemaidy  manner  in  which  I  have  been  assisted  by  my  staft’ officers. 
For  more  particular  remarks  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  duties 
of  the  difterent  staff  departments,  I  desire  to  refer  to  the  letter  of 
advice  by  the  brigade  inspector,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmit¬ 
ted. 

In  closing  this  re])ort  I  desire  to  say  that  while  1113'  position  has  been 
somewhat  embarrassing  by  being  separated  from  my  regiment  and 
placed  in  command  where  1  was  comparatively  a  stranger,  I  am  exceed¬ 
ingly  well  pleased  with  the  brigade,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce 
it  one  of  which  any  brigade  commander  may  well  be  proud.  The 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  Nineteenth  Michigan,  and  the  Eighty-fifth 
Indiana  must  be  reckoned  among  the  best  troops  in  the  service.  For 
the  well-known  bravery  in  face  of  the  enemy  of  the  Thirty-third 
Indiana  Veteran  Volunteers,  it  will  always  be  entitled  to  honorable 
mention.  For  its  laxity  in  discipline,  the  present  officers  are  bj^  no 
means  wholly  responsible.  The  evil  is  of  long  standing,  and  therefore 
difficult  to  eradicate.  The  men  are  generally  possessed  of  noble 
imi)ulses,  with  pride  and  ambition  to  secure  a  good  reputation  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  true  soldier;  but  to  accomplish  this  they  stand  in 
great  need  of  the  projier  direction  and  control  from  competent  oflicers. 
AVhether  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burton  will  inaugurate  and  prosecute  this 
work  to  a  successful  issue  remains  to  be  seen. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 
Colonely  Commandina  BrUjade. 


Capt.  John  Speed, 

■  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Third  Division.,  Twentieth  Armij  Cor2)s 
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No.  127. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Burton^  Thirty-third  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-third  Indiana  Veteran  Volunteers, 

Savannahj  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir 

This  date  [November  15],  under  command  of  Colonel  Dustin,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  we 
struck  tents  early  and  prepared  for  the  march,  which  began  at  9  a.  m. 
We  moved  out  on  the  Decatur  road.  The  march  Avas  very  slow,  as  the 
movement  of  the  train  Avas  not  yet  regulated.  Halted  at  3.30  p.  m.  on  the 
right  of  the  road  for  dinner.  At  about  5  o’clock  moA^ed  out  again,  pass¬ 
ing  through  Decatur  about  dusk.  After  the  corps  had  ixissed  through 
many  of  the  buildings  were  wrapped  in  flames.  November  IG,  1864, 
our  march  continued  all  night.  Went  into  camp  about  eight  miles  east 
of  Stone  Mountain.  Forage  Avas  nearly  all  taken  by  the  forage  forces 
of  previous  expeditions.  Company  A  was  detailed  as  foragers  Novem¬ 
ber  IG,  18G4.  November  17,  18G4,  there  was  but  little  system  in  the 
management  of  the  immense  Avagoii  train  and  troops,  as  Ave  marched 
all  day  without  stopping  for  dinner  or  su])per.  November  18,  18G4, 
marched  till  3.30  p.  m.,  halted,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  having 
passed  through  Social  Circle  at  noon,  halting  one  hour  for  dinner. 
Here  Ave  found  plenty  of  forage  for  both  soldier  and  stock.  After 
dinner  moved  out  again.  Beached  the  railroad  at  Butledge  Station, 
Avherethe  duty  of  destroying  tlie  road  Avas  assigned  to  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade.  The  brigade  destroyed  about  one  mile  of  the  road  by  making 
large  rail  fires;  went  into  camp  as  above  stated.  November  19,  1864, 
theThirty- third  Indiana,  with  Second  Brigade,  Avas  detailed  to  destroy 
the  railroad.  The  day  was  wet  and  disagreeable;  still  the  brigade 
destroyed  the  road  as  far  as  Madison,  a  distance  of  four  miles.  Passed 
Madison  about  2  p.  m.  and  camped  for  the  night  four  miles  from  the 
town.  November  20, 1864,  the  Second  Brigade  was  dejfloyed  out  along 
the  train,  four  men  to  each  wagon.  The  road  was  rough,  and  the 
movement  of  the  trniii  was  very  sIoav.  The  regiment  did  not  halt  till 
after  dark;  marched  in  a  southerly  direction.  November  21 , 1864, moA'ed 
at  5  a.  m.,  the  brigade  in  advance  of  the  division  and  the  Thirty-third 
in  adAmnce  of  brigade.  Passed  through  Eatonton  about  9  a.  m. 
Bained  all  day.  •  November  22,  1864,  Ave  lay  in  camp  till  late  in  the 
evening,  when  we  took  uii  our  line  of  march  for  Milledgeville.  The 
regiment  Avas  deployed  along  the  wagon  train.  November  23,  1864, 
entered  Milledgeville,  the  capital,  3.40  a.  m.  Lay  in  camp  at  this  i)lace 
all  day.  November  24,  1864,  marclied  at  6  a.  m.  this  morning,  crossed 
the  Oconee  Biver,  and  halted  until  3  ]).  m.,  Avhen  Ave  again  moved  for- 
Avard.  The  march  Avas  very  much  delayed  by  bad  I'oads  through 
SAvamps.  The  Aveather  Avas  very  cold,  and  the  fences  Avere  set  on  lire*, 
to  make  the  halts  more  comfortable.  Marched  till  3.30  a.  m;  llicii 
AATiit  into  camp.  November  25,  1864,  at  7  a.  m.  aaa^  again  moved  out. 
ScAmn  companies  Avere  deployed  along  the  train  of  AAaigons,  and  two 
companies  remained  in  rear  of  train  as  guards.  The  Thirty-third  In¬ 
diana,  in  rear  of  brigade,  mar(*hed  about  five  miles  and  halted  fi'oiii  12 
]).  m.  until  4  p.  m.,  when  Ave  again  moved  to  Buffalo  Creek,  a  distance 
of  about  one  mile,  and  Avent  into  camp  for  the  night.  The  citizens  had 
burned  the  bridge,  and  the  army  Avas  delayed  on  that  account. 

"  For  ])oi  tion  of  i(;|>ort  (bore  omitted)  redat  ing  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see  A'^ol. 
XXXIX,  Fart  1,  p.  G88. 
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November  2(3,  1864  (the  bridge  was  finished  25th,  night),  the  bri¬ 
gade  crossed  the  bridge,  the  Thirty-third  on  left  center  of  the  brigade- 
After  crossing  the  creek,  lialted  till  after  dinner;  moved  on  again, 
reaching  Sandersville  about  dark.  November  27,  1864,  tliis  morning 
moved  from  Sandersville  in  solid  column  about  three  miles,  and  halted 
on  the  right  of  the  road  till  afternoon,  when  we  again  deployed  along  the 
train.  Keached  Davisborough  Station,  on  the  Macon  and  Savannah 
Ivailroad,  about  S  p.  m.,  and  went  into  camp  for  the  night.  November  28,. 
18()4,  moved  out  before  daylight.  Thirty -third  Indiana  in  advance  of  the 
brigade;  Companies  F,  I),  I,  and  C  were  advanced  guards,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Major  Niederauer.  As  the  advance  apj^roached  the  Ogeechee 
Fiver  they  were  fired  into  by  the  enemy  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  who  succeeded  in  burning  the  river  bridge.  The  brigade  was 
immediately  moved  out  on  the  left  of  the  road  in  an  open  field,  the 
Thirty-third  Indiana  in  the  advance  line.  The  brigade  stacked  arms, 
and  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  near  dark,  when  they  moved  to  the 
rear  about  a  (piai  ter  of  a  mile  and  went  into  cami)  in  a  single  line  of 
battle.  Thirty-third  Indiana  on  the  right.  November  29,  1864,  the 
brigade  lay  in  camp  until  about  5  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  out,  the 
Thirty-third  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  We  halted  in  line  of  battle  on 
left  of  road,  facing  to  the  rear  to  guard  against  surprise.  Com])any 
II  was  sent  out  as  Hankers  on  our  right;  we  here  waited  until  about 
10  1).  m.,  when  all  the  brigade,  except  the  Thirty-third,  crossed  the 
river.  The  Thirty-third  was  left  on  the  west  side  as  guards  for  the 
pontoon  bridge.  The  pickets  were  soon  posted  and  the  regiment  lay 
down  to  rest  11  p.  m.  November  30,  1864,  we  remained  in  camp  until 
about  6  p.  m.,  and  were  ordered  to  cross  the  river,  xlfter  crossing,  the 
bridge  was  taken  up  without  interruption.  We  had  to  pass  through  a 
swamp  about  half  a  mile  in  width.  During  the  day  we  had  to  pass 
through  several  severe  swamps.  We  passed  through  Louisville,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  in  the  evening.  Later  in  the  night  a  dense  fog  made  the 
march  very  slow,  and  i+  was  with  much  difficulty  that  we  could  keep 
together.  Went  into  camp  1  a.  m. 

December  1,  1864,  a  foraging  party  was  sent  out  from  the  Thirty- 
third,  which  was  successful  in  getting  subsistence  for  the  Avhole  bri¬ 
gade.  Still  we  have  swamps  to  pass  on  the  road.  Went  into  camp 
about  12  m.  at  night.  December  2,  1864,  moved  out  about  day,  the 
brigade  in  advance  of  corps  and  the  Thirty-third  in  advance  of  brigade; 
the  roads  were  better  than  usual;  went  into  camp  about  9  p.  m.  De¬ 
cember  3,  1864,  the  brigade  deployed  along  the  vmgon  train.  The 
Thirty-third  Indiana,  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  halted  a  short  time  about 
1  m.,  moved  on  till  2  a.  m.,  then  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Decem¬ 

ber  4,  1864,  the  brigade  was  deployed  through  the  train.  We  were  de¬ 
layed  about  an  hour,  waiting  the  completion  of  a.  bridge  across  the 
swam}).  \N"e  (crossed  late  in  the  evening  and  went  into  camp.  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  1864,  during  the  forepart  of  the  day  the  regiment  was  deployed 
along  the  train,  but  in  the  afternoon  we  march(‘d  in  solid  column. 
December  6,  1864,  moved  out  early,  the  brigade  in  advance  of  corps  and 
the  Thirty-third  in  advance  of  the  brigade.  Ileceived  orders  to  carry 
four  days’  forage.  We  jiassed  through  large  swamiis,  where  forage  is 
very  s(*arce.  The  enemy  blockaded  the  road,  which  delayed  our  move¬ 
ments  but  littl(‘,  as  the  obstructions  were  easily  removed.  December  7, 
1864,  our  march  was  more  rapid  to-day  than  usual;  marched  about  fif¬ 
teen  miles  and  went  into  camp  at  dark.  December  8,  1864,  we  lay  in 
camp  until  aftiTiioon.  The  regiment  was  again  deployed.  The  Third 
Division  detailed  to  guard  the  whole  corps  train.  Marched  in  single 
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file.  We  passed  tlirougli  S]niiigfie!d,  county  seat  of  P^ffiiigluini  Coniity ; 
the  road  ruiistlirough  veiy  bad  swamps,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
that  we  got  the  ti'ain  along;  went  into  camp  about  10.30  p.  m.  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  started  on 'the  march  early;  the  road  was  almost  impassable. 
Tiie  Eighty-fifth  Indiana,  the  advance  regiment,  was  detailed  to  repair 
roads.  The  Thirty-third  Indiana  was  pushed  forward  on  double-quick 
to  a  cross-road  about  one  mile  in  advance  to  guard  against  any  surprise 
or  attack  by  the  enemy.  We  came  up  as  the  rear  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  passed.  Company  F  was  stationed  on  tlie  road  leading  in  from 
the  right  about  100  yards  from  the  crossing,  and  Companies  G  and  B, 
under  Major  Niederauer,  were  advanced  across  the  main  road  leading  to 
Savannah  about  150  yards.  We  were  soon  relieved  by  the  Mneteenth 
Michigan,  of  the  Second  Brigade.  We  moved  on  the  Savannah  road 
about  one  mile  and  halted  for  dinner.  After  dinner  we  moved  about 
eight  miles,  and  went  into  camp  for  the  night,  camping  in  line  of  battle. 
The  road  was  blockaded  to-day  most  of  the  way;  the  enemy  planted  artil¬ 
lery  on  commanding  points.  They  kept  ui)  heavy  firing  during  the  day. 
December  10,  1864,  moved  out  early,  Thirty-third  in  advance.  After 
the  brigade  was  on  the  move  Companies  I)  and  I  were  sent  out  as 
flankers  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road.  We  halted  on  the  right  of 
the  road  at  noon,  and  lay  here  till  3  p.  m.  Moved  to  the  right  on  the 
Savanimh  and  Charleston  llailroad.  December  11,  1864,  seventy-five 
men,  under  command  of  Capt.  J.  T.  Fleming,  were  detailed  as  foragers. 
About  4  p.  m.  the  regiment  moved  to  an  advanced  position.  The  line 
of  battle  was  finally  established,  the  left  of  the  Thirty-third  resting  on 
the  First  Brigade  and  the  right  resting  on  the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana. 
December  12,  13,  14,  and  15,  we  did  not  build  any  works  in  our  front. 
Scarcely  any  picket-firing  in  our  front.  December  16,  the  brigade 
shifted  to  the  left  and  went  into  camp  in  line  of  battle,  the  Thirty- 
third  on  the  right,  the  right  resting  on  the  direct  road  leading  to  Sa¬ 
vannah.  December  17,  18,  19,  ami  20,  during  this  time  a  straggling 
skirmish  firing  was  kept  up  in  our  front.  The  enemy  kept  up  almost 
a  constant  fire  with  artillery  with  but  little  effect.  December  21, 1864, 
this  morning  about  5  we  received  word  that  the  enemy  were  gone  from 
our  front  and  had  evacuated  Savannah.  We  were  ordered  to  get 
ready  to  march  immediately.  AVe  were  soon  on  the  march,  the  Thirty- 
third  in  the  advance.  The  brigade  halted  at  the  first  line  of  works  in 
line  of  battle.  About  10  a.  m.  moved  out  again,  and  by  noon  went  into 
camp  half  a  mile  from  the  city,  since  which  time  the  regiment  has 
been  engaged  in  building  quarters,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  E.  BUBTON, 

Lieut.  Col.  Thirty-third  fndiana  Vohinteers,  Comdy.  Regiment. 

Capt.  A.  G.  Kell  AM, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..  2d  Brig..,  3d  Div..,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  128. 

Report  of  TAeut.  Col.  Alexander  H.  Crone.  FAghty-fifth  Indiana  In¬ 
fantry. 

Hdqks.  Eight v-FiFTii  Kegiment  Indiana  Infantry, 

R(tvannali,  Ga.^  Decemher  23,  ISdl. 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  jmrsuant  to  ordcw,  the  i)roceedings 
of  my  regiment  from  the  ocjcupation  of  Atlanta  to  the  21st  day  of  De* 
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cember,  18G4,  so  inucli  of  said  time  as  the  regiment  was  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  it  having  been  under  the  command  of  Maj.  J.  E.  Brant,  of  the 
Eighty-hfth  Kegiment  Indiana  Infantry,  from  the  time  required  by 
report  to  that  date : 

1  assumed  command  of  the  regiment  November  11,  1864;  it  was 
then  encamped  within  the  lines  at  Atlanta,  doing  only  picket  and 
fatigue  duty.  The  regiment  remained  there  preparing  for  a  campaign 
until  November  15,  1864,  when,  pursuant  to  orders,  it  moved,  Avith  the 
brigade,  upon  the  Decatur  road  at  9  a.  m.  The  maix'h  Avas  hindered 
by  Avagon  trains,  and  Avithout  making  many  miles  were  upon  the  march 
until  8  a.  ni.  November  16,  Avhen  stopped  for  breakfast,  and  Avas  again 
upon  the  march,  with  the  brigade,  at  10  a.  m.,  and  camped  about  8 
p.  m.  that  night.  November  17,  the  regiment  marched,  with  the  bri¬ 
gade,  at  5  a.  m.,  the  march  impeded  by  the  movements  of  the  train, 
and  moved  on  slowly,  with  long  delays,  until  3  a.  m.  llecember  18, 1864, 
Avh^n  encamped  under  orders  to  move  at  6  a.  m.  At  that  hour  the  regi¬ 
ment  moved,  with  the  brigade,  through  Social  Circle  neaily  into  Eut- 
ledge,  Avhen  it  stopped  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad,  which 
it  did  also  after  passing  Eutledge;  then  going  into  camp  about  five 
miles  west  of  Madison.  November  10,  moved,  Avith  the  brigade,  at  5 
a.  m.  about  two  miles,  when  the  brigade  stopped  and  destroyed  rail¬ 
road  A^ery  expeditiously  and  efiectively,  so  far  as  luy  regiment  Avas  con¬ 
cerned,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Madison,  and  then  moved  out 
upon  the  Milledgeville  road  four  miles  and  encamped  at  4.30  p.  m.  No- 
ember  20,  marclied,  with  the  brigade,  at  6  a.  m.,  guarding  wagon  train, 
and  camped  about  tAAn  miles  north  of  Eatonton  at  dark.  November 
21,  marched  at  5  a.  m.  and  encamped  at  3  j).  m.  ten  miles  from  Milledge¬ 
ville.  November  22,  remained  in  camp  until  4.30  p,  in.,  then  moved 
Avith  the  brigade,  guarding  wagon  train;  delayed  on  the  road  until  3 
a.  m.  November  23,  Avhen  camped  in  Milledgeville.  The  regiment  moved 
from  its  camp  there  November  24.  at  6  a.  m.,  with  the  brigade,  across  the 
Oconee,  Avhere  it  remained  until  3  p.  m.,  and  then  moved  on  sloAvly, 
impeded  by  the  trains  ahead,  until  4.30  a.  m.  November  25,  Avhen  Ave 
stopped,  and  again  marched  at  7  a.  m.  with  the  brigade,  marching  to 
Bulfalo  Creek,  Avhere  encamped  at  3  m.  NoA^ember  26,  marched  at 
8  a.  m.  AAutli  the  brigade,  and  canqied  at  Sandersville  at  3  ji.  m.  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  marched  fourteen  miles  with  the  brigade,  and  camped  at  dark. 
November  28,  marched  with  the  brigade  at  6  a.  m.,  and  camped  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  Ogeechee  EiA^er,  Avhere  the  brigade  remained  until  8 
p.  m.,  November  29,  Avhen  the  regiment  crossed  the  Ogeechee  one  mile 
and  encamped,  remaining  there  guarding  the  rear  of  wagon  trains  until, 
at  8  1).  m.,  it  marched  Avitli  the  brigade  through  Louisville  four  miles, 
and  encamped  at  1  a.  m.  December  1. 

December  1,  marched  Avith  the  brigade  from  camp  at  3  p.  m.,  guard¬ 
ing  rear  of  train ;  moving  about  eight  miles,  Avhen  encamped  at  midnight. 
December  2,  marched  some  fifteen  miles  Avitli  the  brigade  and  cami)ed 
at  dark.  December  3,  moved  AAath  brigade  about  noon,  guarding  cav¬ 
alry  train,  and  went  into  canij)  at  1  a.  m.  December  4.  December  4, 
marched  AAith  the  brigade  eight  miles,  guarding  cavalry  train.  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  marched  about  fifteen  miles  Avith  the  regiment  de])loyed  u])on  the 
train,  guarding  it,  and  canqied  about  dark.  December  (>,  marched  AAith 
the  brigade  at  6  a.  m.,  moAung  thirteen  miles,  and  cani])cd  at  4.30  p.  m. 
eleven  miles  AA^est  of  Siiringiield.  December  7,  marched  at  8  a.  in.  and 
camped  near  Springfield  at  4  j).  m.  December  8,  moved  Avith  bi  igade, 
guarding  trains,  about  noon,  and  made  live  niil(\s  at  10  [>.  m.,  Avhen 
encamped.  December  9,  marcluMl  in  advance  of  brigade  and  division 
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at  8.30  a.  iii.,  and  CJiiployed  niy  innii  all  day  in  repidrin^-  roads  for 
trains  j  moved  until  dark,  Avhen  encamped  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Savannah.  December  10,  marched  with  the  brigade  at  7  a.  m.  to  within 
about  five  miles  of  Savannah,  when  went  into  camp  in  second  line 
before  dark.  December  11,  remained  in  camp  until  4  p.  m.,  when  the 
regiment  moved  forward  to  the  first  line,  and  encamx)ed  in  line  of 
battle.  Eemained  in  the  same  position  until  December  14,  when,  by 
orders,  I  reported  at  8  a.  m.  with  the  Eighty-fifth  Eegiment  Indiana 
Infantry  and  the  Nineteenth  Eegiment  Michigan  Infantry  at  corps 
headquarters  for  special  duty.  At  9  a.  m.  took  charge  of  twenty-four 
wagons,  and  iiursuant  to  order  went  eight  miles  and  a  half  and 
beyond  the  lines,-  loaded  the  wagons  with  staves  and  rails j  reported 
back  to  the  brigade  at  5  p.  m.,  having  made  a  march  of  seventeen 
miles  with  those  regiments  in  less  than  eight  hours.  Eemained  in 
original  position  until  December  1(>,  when,  at  7  a.  m.  with  other  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  brigade,  moved  to  left  of  the  Savannah  road  and  camxied 
in  line  in  some  earth-Avorks.  The  regiment  remained  in  this  i)osition 
until  December  21,  when  it  moved  to  its  present  camj),  one  mile  north- 
Avest  of  Savannah.  The  regiment  left  Atlanta  with  22  officers  and  313 
men,  and  arrived  at  its  present  camii  without  any  casualty,  and  with 
the  same  number  in  good  health,  excepting  three  recently  sent  to  the 
hospital. 

The  regiment  destroyed  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  railroad  during 
the  campaign. 

The  men  endured  the  hardshixis  of  the  cam])aign  and  its  extra  labors 
with  cheerfulness — always  punctual  and  well  behaved.  I  feel  a  conq)li- 
ment  due  them  for  their  soldierly  conduct,  when  day  by  day,  with 
inducements  to  forage  all  about  them,  and  the  example  of  large  num¬ 
bers  of  stragglers  often  within  sight  obtaining  forage,  they  did  not 
straggle  j  always  present  at  roll-call  before  the  regiment  was  dismissed 
to  camp.  In  only  three  instances  were  there  exceptions,  which  Avere 
cases  of  men  Avho,  during  the  laborious  night  marches,  fell  asleej)  by  the 
roadside.  The  regiment  has  been  in  no  engagement,  and,  as  a  regi¬ 
ment,  only  under  artillery  fire  the  few  days  Ave  Avere  before  SaA^annah. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  my  officers,  field,  line,  and  staff,  for  their 
uniform  courtesy  and  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  liave  filled 
their  places  and  performed  their  duties.  Both  officers  and  men  have 
endured  all,  confident  of  success,  never  imagining  a  reverse  possible. 

Eesxiectfully  submitted. 

A.  B.  CEANE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Eighty -fifth  Regt.  Indiana  Inf ty.,  Conulg.  Regt. 

Capt.  Kellam, 

Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  M  Brig.,  ,Hd  Dir.,  SOtli  Army  Corps. 


No.  129. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  J.  Baher,  Nineteenth  Miehigan  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  4- December  ^1. 

llEAnqUAUTEHS  NINETEENTH  MICHIGAN  VOLUNTEERS, 

Near  Havannalt,  Ga.,  December  26,  ItsGi. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  this 
regiment  from  the  oc(*uxiation  of  Atlanta  to  December  21 : 

Tlie  day  after  its  entry  in  Atlanta,  Sejitember  4,  it  Avas  tem])orarily 
detached  from  the  brigade  and  ordered  to  report  to  (’olonel  Beckwith, 
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chief  cominissary  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  Jty  liiiu  it  was 
assigned  to  guard  and  fatigue  duty  in  the  quartermaster  and  commis¬ 
sary  departments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Crane,  One  hundred  and 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding  Provisional  Brigade.  One 
company  (B)  was  detailed  for  duty  at  Soldiers’  Home.  With  this 
exception,  the  regiment  continued  upon  this  duty  until  November  14, 
when  it  was  relieved  by  Major-General  Slocum,  and  ordered  to  report 
to  the  brigade.  It  joined  the  brigade  November  15,  as  it  moved  from 
Atlanta,  and  from  that  time  until  December  10  x)articipated  in  all  the 
marches  of  the  brigade,  performing  the  usual  duties  of  x)icket  and 
train  guard  incident  to  a  march. 

Ca])tain  Baldwin,  with  his  comj)any  (D),  was  detailed  for  foraging 
November  18;  a  portion  of  his  men  returned  December  10,  the  ca])tain, 
with  the  balance  of  his  coinjiany,  being  then  engaged  in  runnijig  a  rice 
mill. 

The  regiment  was  not  any  time  in  action,  and  lost  no  men  excejit  one, 
who  was  left  on  guard  at  a  private  house  November  18,  since  which 
time  he  has  not  been  heard  from;  it  is  probable  he  is  captured. 

From  December  10  until  the  21st  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  has 
been  camjjed  in  line  about  four  miles  from  Savannah,  doing  the  usual 
picket  duty  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  line.  At  daylight  on  the  21st  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  move  toward  the  city,  the  enemy  having 
evacuated.  We  marched  within  the  rebel  works  and  lay  in  line  a  few 
hours,  when  we  again  moved  forward,  and  came  to  our  present  camp, 
one  mile  from  the  city. 

I  am,  caxMain,  very  respectfullv^  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  BAKER, 
Lieutenant-  Goto  net.)  Com  numdinff. 

Capt.  A.  G.  Kellam, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig..,  3d  IHv.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  130. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Cot.  Edward  Bloodgood,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry  Vols., 

Bavannahj  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

Captain:* 

Early  on  the  morning  of  November  15  the  entire  corps  took  the 
Decatur  dirt  road,  and  after  getting  beyond  the  fortifications  stopped 
f(U’  dinner,  being  delayed  by  the  trains  of  other  divisions;  crossed  the 
Atlanta  and  Savannah  railroad  about  half  way  between  Atlanta  and 
Decatur,  and  marched  all  night,  only  stopping  about  two  hours  on  the 
morning  of  the  IGth  instant  for  breakfast.  On  this  day  the  regiment 
was  in  the  advance  of  brigade;  marched  all  day,  crossing  the  railroad 
again  a  little  south  of  Stone  Mountain  and  camping  for  night  a  mile 
east  of  Yellow  River  at  Rock  Bridge.  17th  instant,  broke  camp  at  3.30 
a.  m.,  marching  till  dark,  iii  an  easterly  direction,  crossing  Pig  Haynes 
(heek  shortly  after  dinner.  18th  instant,  marched  all  day  and  night 
with  train,  reaching  Social  Circle  just  after  sunrise.  Passing  through 
Rutledge,  we  tore  up  and  burned  about  a  mile  of  railroad,  and  camped 

For  portion  of  report  ( liere  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see 
Vof  XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  G91. 
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within  oi^lit  miles  of  Madison.  lOtli  instant,  broke  (3amp,  and  after 
inarcliing’  a  short  distance  (commenced  tearing  np  railroad,  wlii(*h  we 
destroyed  clear  to  Madison,  and,  passing  throngli  this  town,  went  into 
camp  three  miles  beyond  at  an  early  hour.  20th  instant,  broke  camp 
at  8  a.  m.,  marched  all  day  in  a  southeast  direction,  reached  cam]) 
after  a  hard  day’s  march  about  dark,  stopping  near  Eatonton.  21st 
instant,  moved -out  through  rain  and  mud,  inarching  through  Eatonton; 
traveled  ten  miles;  reached  camp  at  2.30  p.  m.  22d  instant,  cold  and 
windy;  lay  in  camp  until  nearly  night,  when  we  moved  out,  crossing 
Little  Kiver  (a  branch  of  tlie  Oconee),  on  pontoons,  guarding  train. 
23d  instant,  reached  Milledgeville,  the  State  capital,  just  at  day¬ 
break;  remained  here  in  camp  during  the  day;  weather  still  quite 
cold.  24th  instant,  broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  but  did  n()t  get  fairly 
started  until  3  p.  m.;  crossed  the  Oconee  Kiver  on  bridge.  25th 
instant,  inarched  six  miles  and  camped  on  west  side  of  Bulfalo 
Creek.  2Gth  instant,  breaking  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  reached  Sandersville  at 
an  early  hour,  and  camped  for  night.  27th  instant,  marched  at  7.30 
a.  m.,  reaching  Davisborough,  on  the  railroad,  shortly  after  dark.  28th 
instant,  marched  at  0.30,  our  brigade  in  advance  of  the  coiqis.  On  reach¬ 
ing  the  Ogeechee,  some  twelve  miles  from  Davisborough,  found  the 
bridges  burned  by  the  rebels,  and  went  into  camp  for  night;  engineers 
and  pontoniers  were  at  once  put  to  work,  and,  29th  instant,  the  troops 
and  trains  commenced  crossing.  The  rear  of  the  train  did  not  pass 
until  nearly  dark.  Just  at  dark  our  brigade  crossed,  camping  a  short 
distance  beyond  the  stream  at  10  p.  m.  NTovember  30,  remained  in 
camp  all  day,  waiting  for  trains  to  pass,  and  starting  at  9  in  the  evening, 
passing  through  Louisville,  going  very  slowly,  and  camped  at  nearly 
morning,  having  accomplished  but  tive  miles. 

December  1,  remained  m  camp,  waiting  for  passage  of  trains,  until  3 
p.  m.,  and  got  over  live  miles  of  miserable  country  at  midnight.  De¬ 
cember  2,  broke  camp  at  daylight;  marched  hfteen  miles,  camping  at 
dark  in  corn-field  west  of  Jones  Creek.  December  3,  leaving  camp  at 
an  early  hour,  and  passing  near  Milieu  and  the  prison  pen,  where  our 
prisoners  were  confined,  keeping  north  of  the  Savannah  railroad  until 
dark  when  we  crossed  it,  and,  crossing  some  half  dozen  swamps,  went 
into  camp  at  midnight.  December  4,  after  a  rainy  night  broke  encamp¬ 
ment  at  7.30  a.  m.  Our  brigade  march erl  as  train  guard;  accomplished 
six  miles  over  horrible  roads.  Cannonading  can  be  heard  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  coast.  December  5,  marched  fifteen  miles  through  a  dead- 
level  country,  heavily  timbered  with  j)ine;  swamps  numerous.  Decem¬ 
ber  0,  broke  camp  at  5  a.  m.,  our  brigade  in  advance  of  corps;  camped 
after  going  but  a  few  miles.  December  7,  leaving  camp  at  8  a.  m., 
marched  ten  miles,  camping  near  Springfield,  an  unimportant  town. 
DeceniL  .r  8,  our  division  in  the  rear  lay  in  camp  until  noon,  crossed  a 
small  creek,  and  remaining  there  until  sundown,  reached  camp  at  11 
p.  m.  December  9,  broke  camx^  at  daylight;  marched  fourteen  miles; 
are  getting  Avithin  striking  distance  of  Savannah.  December  10, 
marching  at  daylight  on  an  excellent  road,  we  crossed  the  Charleston 
and  Savannah  road  ten  miles  from  the  latter  place.  About  four  miles 
out  onr  advance  struck  the  enemy’s  outposts,  and  skirmishing  con  tinned 
throughout  th(3  day.  Troops  went  into  position,  and  our  brigade,  being 
in  reserve,  went  into  camp  in  good  season.  December  11,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  this  day,  pursuant  to  orders  from  corps  heachiimrters,  the  r(‘gi- 
ment  moved  back  on  the  main  road,  and,  accompanied  by  Battery  1, 
Eirst  Kew  York  Artillery,  which  it  was  to  sup])Oi  t,  took  a  cross-rond 
leading  to  tlie  bank  of  the  Savannah  Biver  at  a  point  about  six  miles 
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from  the  city  iu  ii  direct  line.  The  object  of  this  movement  was  to 
plant  the  battery  in  a  position  commanding  the  main  channel  of  the 
river  and  prevent  the  enemy’s  gnn-boats  that  were  known  to  be  up  the 
river  from  getting  to  the  city.  The  battery  went  into  position  and  the 
regiment  also,  one  wing  being  placed  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the  left 
of  the  guns.  A  strong  earth-work  was  constructed,  and  parties  were  at 
once  sent  out  to  secure  all  small  boats  and  rice  barges  (a  si)ecies  of 
scow)  that  were  in  the  river,  it  being  rightly  foreseen  that  they  would 
be  of  use  in  future.  Opposite  to  us  lay  an  island,  several  miles  in 
length  and  from  one  to  two  in  width.  The  island  (called  Argyle)  was 
one  grand  rice  swamp,  and  was  thickly  traversed  by  ditches,  dikes,  and 
canals.  A  large  rice  mill,  just  opposite  to  our  position  and  on  the 
farther  or  eastern  side  of  the  island,  was  guarded  by  Company  F, 
Capt.  E.  T.  Pugh.  At  dark  the  Third  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
Colonel  Hawley,  belonging  to  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
commenced  crossing  over  to  the  island,  using  all  the  boats  collected  by 
the  regiment  during  the  day.  Tlie  Third  Wisconsin  relieved  the  guard 
over  rice  mills,  and  they  returned  to  the  regiment  during  the  night. 

December  12,  the  forenoon  was  occupied  in  strengthening  woi'ks 
and  collecting  boats;  guards  were  also  sent  to  rice  mills  one  and  two 
miles  above  us  on  the  river-bank'.  At  about  3  p.  in.  a  smoke  was  dis¬ 
covered  some  miles  up  the  river,  but  rapidly  nearing.  At  last  they 
were  made  out  to  be  three  boats,  two  side- wheel  wooden  boats  and  one 
having  the  long,  low  hull  and  rakish  build  of  a  modern  gun-boat.  As 
they  came  within  range  our  battery  opened  fire  and  was  qnickh" 
resi)onded  to  by  the  gun  boat,  which  was  behind,  and  soon  after  by  the 
second  boat  in  the  line.  The  battery  worked  rapidly,  and  by  the  time 
the  boats  had  arrived  within  half  a  mile  two  of  them  had  been  struck. 
As  they  came  to  a  turn  in  the  channel  that  gave  us  a  raking  fire  at 
them  there  a])peared  to  be  some  hesitation,  which  ended  in  the  two 
rear  boatsheading  up  stream,  and,  putting  on  full  steam,  rapidly  leav¬ 
ing  the  boat  on  the  lead  to  shift  for  herself,  but  she  was  both  disabled 
and  aground.  This  being  observed  word  was  at  once  sent  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Hawley,  proposing  that  he  move  his  men  up  from  the  mill  on  the 
island  and  take  possession  of  the  boat,  as  she  had  gone  ashore  on  Ar¬ 
gyle  Island,  and  as  there  were  no  boats  that  were  available  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  at  the  regiment.  This  was  done.  The  boat,  Kesohite,  C.  S.  ^^avy,  ran 
up  the  white  tlag  and  was  boarded  by  our  men.  Her  crew  consisted  of 
7  officers  and  22  men;  she  had  no  armament.  The  other  two  boats  (‘ar- 
ried  each  several  guns.  A  crew  was  selected  from  the  regiment,  who 
brought  her  oft  the  bar  and  moored  her  just  below  the  battery.  Kepairs 
were  at  once  commenced.  It  was  found  that  two  shots  had  i)assed 
through  her,  and  that  she  was  also  seriously  damaged  by  colliding 
with  the  other  boats  as  they  turned  round.  No  further  attenpd  was 
made  by  the  boats  that  escaped  to  get  to  the  city.  From  this  time 
nothing  of  importance  occurred  for  some  days.  A  jnirty  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  under  the  charge  of  myself,  explored  Argyle  Islaml  to  the  head, 
finding  canals  extending  from  one  channel  into  the  other.  December 
21,  Savannah  was  occupied  by  the  U.  S.  forces.  The  rebel  gun-boats 
below  the  island  were  burned  before  the  occupation.  The  enemy  still 
hover  about  the  South  Carolina  shore,  and  there  is  some  skirmishing 
across  the  channel  that  separates  Argyle  Island  from  the  shore.  De¬ 
cember  22,  23,  and  21,  remained  in  camp,  sending  guard  of  100  men  to 
first  rice  mill  on  river.  December  25,  broke  camp  at  10  a.  m.  and  joined 
brigade  in  outskirts  of  the  city. 
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During  tlie  i)ast  campaign  there  have  been  no  casualties  in  this  regi¬ 
ment.  It  numbers  315  men  present.  Thete  is  but  little  sickness  and 
no  deaths. 

Appended  is  a  table  of  distances  from  ])oint  to  point,  gathered  from 
the  most  reliable  sources  \yithin  reach,  and  extending  from  Atlanta  to 
Savannah : 


Miles 


Atlanta  to  Decatul’ .  7 

Decatur  to  Eock  Bridge .  14 

Kock  Bridge  to  Sheffield .  13 

Sheffield  to  Social  Circle .  14 

Social  Circle  to  RTitledge .  7 

Rutledge  to  Madison .  9 

Madison  to  Eatonton .  20 

Eatoiiton  to  Milleclgeville .  21 

Milledgeville  to  Hebron .  18 


Miles. 


Hebron  to  Sandersville .  10 

Sandersville  to  Davisborough .  10 

Davisborough  to  Louisville .  12 

Louisville  to  Milieu .  30 

Milieu  to  Springfield .  40 

Spriugtield  to  Savaunah .  30 

Atlanta  to  Savannah .  255 


Hoping  the  above  will  meet  your  approval. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BLOODGOOD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 

Capt.  A.  G.  Kellam, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  131. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  Ross,  Ticentieth  Connecticut  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Third  Brigade. 

IIdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  27,  1864. 

Captain 

On  the  15th  of  November  this  brigade,  with  the  division  and  corps,  left 
Atlanta  on  the  campaign  which  terminated  on  the  21st  of  December  in 
the  capture  of  Savannah.  We  marched  east  through  Decatur,  passed 
•Stone  Mountain,  crossed  the  Yellow  Kiver,  through  Kock  Bridge  to 
Social  Circle,  from  Social  Circle  to  Kutledge,  a  distance  of  seven  miles. 
This  command  destroyed  the  Georgia  State  Kailroad  with  short  inter¬ 
vals.  The  destruction  was  thorough  and  coin])lete.  The  ties  were 
taken  up  and  burned  in  piles,  the  rails  laid  on  the  piles,  and  bent  so  as 
to  make  them  useless.  The  railroad  buildings  at  Kutledge  and  Social 
Circle  were  also  destroyed.  The  next  day  we  destroyed  about  a  mile 
of  railroad  with  side  track,  at  Madison;  also  some  railroad  buildings 
and  100  bales  of  cotton;  inarched  thence  southeast  through  Eatonton 
across  Little  Kiver  to  INIilledgeville,  where  we  halted  one  day,  crossed 
the  Oconee  Kiver,  passed  Ilebron,  Sandersville,  and  Davisborough; 
crossed  the  Ogeechee  Kiver,  thence  through  Louisville,  and  crossed  the 
Augusta  and  Milieu  Kailroad  about  tliree  miles  north  of  the  latter 
phu^e,  thence  to  Springfield,  and  thence  southeast  toward  Savannah, 
before  which  we  arrived  on  the  10th  of  December,  and  formed  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  of  the  division,  connecting  witli  the  Fourteenth 
Corps,  fdcing  east,  with  our  riglit  on  tlic  Georgia  Central  Railroad. 
Our  x>ieket-line  was  advanced  to  within  300  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
works.  A  strong  line  of  works  was  (Minstructcd,  and  we  lay  under 

^For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  k(‘o 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  I,  j).  G9’ 
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lire  of  tlic  enemy’s  batteries  imtil  the  morning-  of  the  21st  of  December. 
At  sunrise  of  that  day  I  rece'ived  orders  from  General  Ward  to  advance 
my  picket-line.  The  advance  found  that  the  enemy  liad  evacuated 
their  works  during  the  night.  We  captured  36  ]u*isoners  (among  whom 
were  2  officers),  5  large  guns,  and  1  brass  piece,  with  ammunition.  My 
men  removed  six  torpedoes,  two  on  the  railroad  track  and  four  on  the 
turnpike  road  leading  into  the  city.  I  shortly  after  received  orders 
to  move  my  brigade  tov>  ard  the  city  and  encamp  it,  which  I  did. 

The  casualties  during  the  campaign  are  as  follows.* 

Since  my  command  left  Atlanta  it  has  subsisted  mainly  from  the 
country.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Savannah  ten  days’  rations 
only  had  been  issued  by  the  commissaries.  On  the  march  foraging 
parties  were  sent  out  daily  from  each  regiment  and  found  am^de  sup¬ 
plies,  subsistence  stores  of  all  kinds,  and  forage.  But  four  days’ 
rations  of  forage  were  brought  from  Atlanta,  ami  up  to  the  date  of 
this  report  all  the  forage  that  has  been  used  has  been  taken  from  the 
country.  I  have  estimated  that  the  trooi^s  of  my  command  have  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  country  62,000  rations  and  13,000  days’  forage.  It  is 
proper  to  state  that  the  supplies  thus  obtained  were  equal  in  quantity 
to  double  rations. 

My  command  captured  from  the  country  21  serviceable  horses  and 
65  mules;  besides  these  a  number  of  animals  were  taken,  Avhich  were 
used  on  the  march  and  abandoned ;  also  150  head  of  cattle  and  50 
sheep. 

Recapitulation. — Captured  from  the  enemy  and  the  country: 


Artillery :  Number  of  guns . *. .  0 

Prisoners .  30 

Rations  of  subsistence .  62,  000 

Days'  forage .  13,  000 

Horses .  21 

Mules .  65 

Cattle .  150 

Sheep .  50 

Casualties:  Officers— wounded  (since  dead),  1.  Enlisted  men — 
wounded,  2;  missing,  18.  Total,  21. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

SAME.  ROSS, 

Colonel  Tivefitieth  Conneeticnt  Infantry.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
Capt.  John  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ro.  132. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Philo  B.  Bucliingham,  Twentieth  Connecticut  In¬ 
fantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twentieth  Kegt.  Connectiottt  Yol.  Infantry, 

iSavannah^  Ga.,  December  24.,  186i.\ 
At  7.30  a.  m.  [November  15]  it  moved  out  on  the  Decatur  road  with 
the  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  to  take  part  in  the  campaign  which  has 
just  terminated  in  the  ca])tureof  Savannah.  The  march  was  continued 
the  first  twenty-four  hours,  with  only  a  halt  for  dinner  at  Decatur.- 

'‘Nominal  list  (licrc  omitted)  shows  1  commissioiu'd  ofiicor  mortally  wounded,  2 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  18  (Uilisted  men  missing. 

tFor  portion  of  re])ort  (here  oinitted)  relating  to  operations  about  Atlanta,  see  Vol. 
XXXIX,  Part  I,  p.  692. 
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On  the  third  day  we  reached  Social  Circle,  where  the  brigade  was 
directed  to  destroy  the  railroad,  and  the  regiment  assisted  in  destroy¬ 
ing  it  for  some  six  miles,  working  from  10  a.  m.  till  dark,  and  then  rejoined 
the  division,  ten  miles  in  the  advaiuie.  On  the  fourth  day  we  reached 
Madison,  where  the  regiment  destroyed  the  switch  track  and  some  two 
miles  of  the  main  road,  working  from  9  a.  m.  till  noon.  The  fifth  day 
Ave  reached  Eatonton,  and  the  seventh  day  Milledgeville,  wiiere  Ave 
remained  in  camp,  resting  one  day.  On  tlie  2(3th  of  November  Ave 
reached  Sandersville,  and  the  following  day  arrived  at  Davisborough. 
The  29th  we  passed  through  Louisville,  and  on  the  2d  of  December  en¬ 
camped  at  night  near  Birdville. 

December  3,  crossed  railroad  near  Milieu,  and  on  the  8th  passed 
through  SiAringfield.  On  the  10th  we  encamiied  in  line  of  battle  within 
four  miles  of  Savannah.  The  llth  Ave  moved  forward  nearly  a  mile, 
immediately  in  front  of  the  works  of  the  enemy,  and  built  rifle-ints, 
where  we  remained  under  the  fire  of  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  till  the 
morning  of  the  21st,  Avhen,  in  conjunction  AAdth  the  corps,  we  entered  the 
city  of  SaAminah  without  opposition,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  it  on 
the  previous  night. 

Only  one  casualty  occurred  in  the  regiment  while  in  front  of  the  city; 
Lieut.  Henry  Lewis,  of  Company  K,  Avas  scA^erely  wounded  in  the  leg. 
Eight  enlisted  men  fell  out  on  the  march  on  the  first  night  and  have  not 
since  joined  the  regiment. 

When  Ave  left  Atlanta  Company  F  of  this  regiment,  under  command 
of  Captain  Tarr,  Avas  detailed  to  report  to  Captain  Sackett,  acting  com¬ 
missary  of  subsistence  of  this  brigade,  and  Avas  engaged  in  foraging 
under  his  directions  till  Ave  reached  the  works  in  front  of  Savannah,  Avhen 
it  Avas  relieved  and  rejoined  the  regiment.  Parties  Avere  detailed  daily, 
under  the  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer,  to  forage  for  the  regiment, 
and  in  this  way  the  officers  and  men  obtained  nearly  all  the  supplies 
re(piired. 

Including  the  rations  in  the  hands  of  the  men  Avhen  leaving  Atlanta, 
the  regiment  has  draAvn  during  the  cam[)aign  as  follows,  viz,  six  days’ 
rations  of  salt  meat,  tAvelve  of  bread,  twenty-one  and  a  half  of  cofiee, 
eleven  of  sugar,  and  eleven  of  salt. 

Thirty-five  horses  and  mules  Avere  (captured  and  turned  OA^er  to  the 
brigade  quartermaster  during  the  march. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  since  the  date  of  last  report:  Com¬ 
mission  officers  wounded,  1;  enlisted  men  missing,  9  ;  aggregate,  10. 

1  am,  sir,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PHILO  B.  BUCKINGHAM, 

Lieut.  Col.  Ttventieth  Connecticut  Vol.  Infty,,  Comdy.  Eegiment. 

Capt,  C.  H.  Young, 

Acting  AsHutant  Adjutant- (xeneraL 


No.  133. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Elialm  Doane^  Thirty-third  MamachuHetts  Infan¬ 
try,  of  operatioufi  ISeptemher  5-l)ecemher  2/. 

IIdqrs.  TiTiirrY-THiiM)  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

Sarann((h,  Ca.,  Decemher  2/,  1861. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  circnlar  received  at  these  lieadcpiarters,  1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

This  regiment  entered  .Atlanta.  Monday,  September  d,  and  Avas  imme¬ 
diately  assigned  to  duty,  as  guard  at  the  military  prison  upon  Peach 
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Tree  street.  Monday,  September  12,  it  was  relieved  from  this  daty 
and  ordered  to  report  to  Col.  W.  Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  post  commandant,  for  duty  as  i)rovost  guard.  The  regiment 
was  continued  upon  this  duty  during  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  our 
forces.  During  this  i)eriod  no  foraging  parties  were  sent  out,  but  a 
small  detail  accompanied  two  general  foraging  expeditions  and  brought 
in  each  time  a  wagon  load  of  corn  fodder. 

November  16,  the  regiment  broke  cam})  and  started  upon  the  march 
with  the  other  regiments  of  the  ])rovost  guard  in  the  rear  of  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Corps.  It  moved  on  the  line  of  the  Augusta  railroad  as  far  as 
Covington^  thence  south,  through  Eaton  ton  to  Milledgeville,  reaching 
the  latter  place  November  23.  At  this  point  the  regiment  joined  the 
brigade  and  has  since  remained  with  it. 

Daily  foraging  expeditions  were  sent  out  from  November  18  to 
December  10,  inclusive.  During  the  march  the  regiment  was  supplied 
almost  entirely  from  the  country.  Tlie  following  is  as  accurate  a  state¬ 
ment  as  I  am  able  to  give  of  the  supplies  so  obtained :  330  bushels 
potatoes,  2,800  pounds  fresh  pork,  10  bushels  corn  meal,  5  barrels  sor¬ 
ghum,  3  barrels  beaus,  375  chickens  and  other  poultry,  8,250  pounds 
corn ;  also  3,200  pounds  fresh  beef  received  from  brigade  commissary. 

The  number  of  horses,  &c.,  captured  was  as  follows:  3  horses,  3 
mules,  19  head  of  cattle. 

I  have  no  destruction  of  railroad  to  report,  not  having  been  detailed 
for  that  pur2)ose  during  the  march. 

The  report  of  the  regiment  since  leaving  Milledgeville  is  simj)ly  that 
of  the  brigade. 

I  have  to  rei:)ort  no  casualties  or  skirmishes  during  the  march  or 
since  arriving  before  this  place. 

Kespectfully,  yours. 


ELISHA  DOANE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Lieut,  r.  E.  Watson, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


No.  131. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lester  B.  Faulkner,  One  hundred  cmd  thirty -sixth 

Keiv  York  Infantry. 


IIeadqitarteks  136th  New  York  Volunteers, 

December  27,  ISdl. 

Captain:  1  have  the  lionor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  command  since  leaving  Atlanta: 

We  left  that  place  on  the  15th  of  Novend)er,  and,  without  incident 
worthy  of  special  notice,  marched  about  sixteen  miles  per  diem  until  we 
reached  Milledgeville,  which  occurred  on  the  22d  of  November.  Hav¬ 
ing  remained  there  until  the  24th  in  the  ]).  m.  of  that  day,  the  URirch 
was  resumed,  but  more  moderatel3^  We  struck  the  Savannah  and 
Charleston  Kailroad  on  the  11th  of  December,  and  on  the  same  day 
took  up  ])osition  in  rear  of  Savannah,  where,  subject  to  some  annoyance 
from  the  enemy’s  shells,  we  remained  until  the  21st,  when,  the  enemy 
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liavilig  evacuated  the  city,  we  inarched  in,  and  afterward  caiui)ed  ou 
the  northwest  side  of  the  city,  where  iny  command  now  remains.  With 
the  exception  of  six  and  a  half  days’  hard  bread,  ten  days’  coffee, 
eight  days’  sugar,  seven  days’  bacon,  and  eight  days’  salt,  my  com¬ 
mand  subsisted  during  the  march  upon  iirovisions  taken  from  the 
country. 

1  am,  captain,  yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

LESTEK  li.  FAULKNER, 
Lieutenan t- Colonel^  Commanding. 

Capt.  0.  H.  Young, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjf.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  3d  JJiv.,  20th  Cor2)s. 


No.  135, 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Ediein  JI.  Powers,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

IlDQRS.  Fifty-fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Vol.  Infty., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Captain 

Ou  the  15th  day  of  November,  1804,  this  regiment  started  (with  the 
brigade  to  which  it  is  attached)  on  the  campaign  through  Georgia. 
Arrived  at  Social  Circle  on  the  18th,  where  it  destroyed  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  railroad  track.  On  the  following  day  arrived  at  Madison, 
where  it  destroyed  about  ten  rods  of  track  and  burned  a  building  con¬ 
taining  about  fifty  bales  of  cotton.  Arrived  at  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  where  it  remained  until  November  24;  then  marched  in  the 
direction  of  Savannah  via  Louisville  and  Millen.  Arrived  outside  the 
defenses  of  Savannah  on  the  lOth  day  of  December,  1804,  Avhere  it 
remained  building  and  occupying  breast-Avorks  until  December  21,  Avhen 
(the  city  having  been  evacuated)  it  Avent  into  camp  about  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  a  mile  iiorthAvest  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

During  the  recent  march  this  regiment  obtained  from  the  country, 
upon  estimation,  as  follows:  Meat  (of  Auirious  kinds),  11,900  pounds; 
flour,  1,000  pounds;  sweet  potatoes,  300  bushels;  corn  meal,  500  iiounds, 
besides  other  vegetables  of  Amrious  kinds  of  Avhich  1  luwe  no  data  upon 
Avhich  to  estimate  the  amounts.  The  regiment  (aside  from  tAvo  compa¬ 
nies  Avhich  Avere  detached  Avith  the  train)  captured — mules,  8;  cattle, 
10.  From  the  companies  detached  at  the  train  were  detailed  men  whose 
s])ecial  duties  Avere  to  make  captures  of  horses  and  mules,  and  the  result 
of  their  labors  in  that  direction  will  iwobably  be  obtained  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Tabor,  brigade  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  under  Avdiose 
directicni  they  operated. 

The  casualties  in  the  regiment  during  the  march  from  Atlanta  Avere 
three  men  missing.  ' 

AYry  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  JL.  ROWERS, 

Lieut.  Col.  Fiftjfzfifth  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry,  Commanding . 

Capt.  C.  IJ.  Young, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


*  For  ])()rtion  of  re})ort  (li<‘r<‘,  oMiitt(“<l)  ro, Litiiig  to  oj)erations  about  yVOauta,  soo 
Vol.  XXXIX;  Part  1,  p.  G93. 
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No.  136. 

Report  of  Lieni.  Col.  Samuel  Ji.  Hurst^  Seventy-third  Ohio  Infantry^  of 
operations  Septemljer  2-I)eeemher  21. 

Hdors.  Heventy-thikd  Begt.  Ohio  Yet.  Yol.  Infty., 

Savannah^  Ga.,  Deeember  21j  18(il. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  ot  the  operations  of  my  command  from  the  time  of  the 
occupation  of  Atlanta  to  the  present  date: 

This  command  marched  into  and  occupied  a  position  in  the  defenses 
of  Atlanta  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1864.  From  that  time  to  the 
21st  of  October  tlie  regiment  performed  iiicket-duty  and  worked  upon 
the  new  line  of  fortifications  jirojected  for  the  defense  of  the  city.  On 
the  21st  of  October  the  regiment  joined  in  an  expedition  commanded  by 
Col.  Daniel  Dustin.  The  expedition  went  about  twenty  miles  due  east, 
collected  over  800  wagon  loads  of  forage,  and  returned  to  camp  at 
Atlanta  in  four  days  without  loss  to  this  command.  On  the  15th  day 
of  November,  1864,  this  regiment  moved  from  its  camp  in  the  defenses 
of  Atlanta  and  began  the  march  across  the  State  of  Georgia,  occupy¬ 
ing  its  iiosition  in  the  brigade  in  the  line  of  march  until  it  reached  the 
defenses  of  Savannah  without  a  single  casualty  in  the  command.  The 
regiment  assisted  in  destroying  the  railroad  at  Social  Circle  and  at 
Madison. 

My  command  subsisted  for  thirty  days  almost  wholly  upcm  the  prod¬ 
ucts  of  the  country  through  which  we  passed. 

I  have  to  submit  the  following  estimate  of  aniujals  captured  by  my 
command:  10  horses,  20  mules,  6  head  beef-cattle. 

I  have  also  to  submit  an  estimate  of  commissaries  and  forage  cap¬ 
tured  and  used  by  the  men  and  animals  of  my  command :  200  hogs  and 
pigs,  40  sheep,  2,000  chickens  and  turkeys,  100  bushels  meal,  100- gal¬ 
lons  molasses,  1,000  pounds  honey,  300  bushels  sweet  potatoes,  2,000 
jiounds  Hour,  1,000  pounds  sugar,  300  bushels  corn,  and  1  ton  of  rough 
forage. 

The  expedition  was  in  nowise  severe  on  this  command.  The  health 
of  the  men  was  excellent  throughout  the  campaign. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  subscribe  mvself  your  obedient  servant, 

'^SAML.  H.  HUBST, 

lAeut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventy-third  Ohio  Yet.  Yol.  Infantry. 

Gapf.  G.  H.  Young, 

Actfj.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Briy.,  3d.  l)h\,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  13»7. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Frederiek  C.  Winkler,  Twenty -sixth  Wiseonsin 
Infantry,  of  operations  September  d-December  21. 

II DORS.  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin  Yolunteer  Infantry, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeember  21,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rcjmrt  of  o])erations, 
required  by  circuhir  of  23d  instant: 

Having  i)itched  cami)  in  Atlanta  the  4th  ot  September,  my  regiment 
remained  there  in  peace  and  (piict  till  October  8,  when,  i)ursuant  to 
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orders  received  tlie  night  before,  I  nuirched  it  to  the  Ohattahooehee 
railroad  bridge,  there  reporting  to  Col.  F.  O.  Smith,  commanding  2)ost. 
Here  we  remained  as  part  of  the  garrison  until  November  14,  when, 
having  the  day  previous  contributed  our  quarter  of  a  mile  of  destruction 
to  the  railroad  between  the  bridge  and  that  city,  we  marched  to  Atlanta 
with  Colonel  Smith,  and  were  there  ordered  to  join  our  own  [brigade] 
again,  which  we  did.  November  15,  we  started  from  Atlanta  about  10 
a.  m.,  and  that  day  and  ensuingnight  wended  our  way  in  rear  of  a  labor¬ 
ing  wagon  train  to  Stone  Mountain.  November  16,  marched  to  Eock 
Bridge  and  crossed  Yellow  Kiver.  About  10  a.  m.  November  18 
arrived  at  Social  Circle,  and  there  commenced  destroying  railroad. 
We  worked  in  different  places;  destroyed  in  all  about  half  a  mile’s 
length.  November  19,  arrived  at  ^ladison  and  again  destroyed  a  short 
piece  of  road  immediately  adjacent  to  the  town,  2)erha])S  250  or  500 
yards.  November  22,  we  arrived  at  Milledgeville.  November  26,  at 
Sandersville.  November  27,  at  Davisborough.  November  29,  crossed 
the  Ogeechee  and  marched  through  Ijouisville. 

December  6,  arrived  at  Siningfield,  and  on  the  10th  in  front  of 
Savannah,  where  we  took  position.  The  next  day  the  brigade  was 
advanced  and  my  regiment  placed  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line. 
December  12,  I  was  ordered  to  take  my  regiment  to  the  right  of  tlie 
brigade  and  there  take  position  between  the  Savannah  and  Charleston 
and  Central  Eailroads,  relieving  the  trooi^s  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps 
then  there.  This  I  did,  and  there  remained  somewhat  ex^msed  to  rebel 
shot  and  shell,  but  without  sustaining  a  casualty,  till  December  21, 
'when  we  entered  the  city  of  Savannah  without  opposition. 

We  captured  on  the  march  about  one  dozen  mules  and  three  horses. 

As  to  the  amount  of  provisions  foraged,  it  is  im2)ossible  to  make  an 
estimate;  but  I  can  safely  say  that  from  the  time  that  we  left  Eock 
Bridge  until  Ave  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Springfield,  two  men  and  a 
]nick-mule  from  each  company,  sent  out  daily,  brought  in  sufticient  to 
subsist  the  command  Avholly. 

The  regiment  enjoyed  the  be^  health  throughout  the  campaign.  The 
ambulance  Avith  the  regiment  aa^us  but  little  used.  Tavo  men  Avere  Avith 
the  division  hospital  ambulances  a  portion  of  the  time,  but  there  are 
none  of  those  present  with  this  army  in  hospital  noAV. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A^ery  res2)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  C.  WINKLEE, 

Lieut.  Commcmdinff  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Young, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Sd  Brig.^dd  Dir.,  fJOth  Army  Corps. 


No.  158. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds,  First  Xew  York  Light  Artillery,  com¬ 
manding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  Beptemher  d- December  dl. 

IIdoks.  Artillery  Brigade,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1S64. 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  folloAving  report  of  tlie 
ojierations  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  of  this  coiqis  since  the  occuiiation 
of  Atlanta  :  ’* 

With  the  rest  of  the  coiqis  tlie  batteries  entered  tli(‘.  city  of  Atlanta 
on  the  2d  day  of  Seidember,  and  Avere  placed  in  tluA  va,cate(l  Avorks  of 
25  K  i; — VOL  XLIV 
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the  enemy  on  the  east  and  south  sides  of  the  town,  av here  they  remained 
until  about  the  12th  instant,  when  they  were  withdrawn  and  camped 
together  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  city.  Soon  afterward  the 
artillery,  being  in  excess  of  the  x)roportion  to  infantry,  the  batteries 
were  reduced  from  six  to  four  gnus  each,  leaving  but  twenty-fonr'giins 
in  the  brigade  instead  of  thirty -six.  This  was,  however,  increased  to 
twenty-eight  by  the  assignment  of  Battery  K,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery, 
Captain  Bainbridge,  with  four  20-pounder  Parrott  gnus,  to  the 
corps.  During  the  occni)ation  several  expeditions  were  sent  out  in  the 
country  for  forage,  a  battery  accompanying  each,  but  meeting  with  but 
slight  opposition,  they  were  at  neither  time  engaged.  Previous  to  these 
expeditions  being  sent,  and  while  our  supplies  were  cut  off,  the  horses 
of  the  batteries  suffered  terribly,  many  actually  dying  from  starvation, 
and  others  being  so  reduced  as  to  render  them  utterly  unserviceable. 
Almost  an  entire  new  supply  of  horses  had  to  be  obtained.  A  short 
time  before  leaving  Atlanta  a  still  further  reduction  of  the  artillery 
was  made.  Battery  K,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Captain  Bainbridge; 
Battery  I,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  Captain  Smith,  and  Thirteenth 
New  York  Independent  Battery,  Captain  Bundy,  were  relieved  from 
duty  with  the  corps  and  sent  to  Cliattanooga,  leaving  but  four  batter¬ 
ies,  two  12-pounders  and  two  3-inch  Eodman,  of  four  guns  each. 

On  the  15th  day  of  November  the  corps  left  Atlanta,  the  batteries 
being  distributed  through  the  column,  marching  in  this  manner  until 
reaching  the  enemy’s , lines  near  Savannah,  meeting  with  but  slight 
resistance  on  the  march.  The  batteries  did  not  tire  a  gun;  but  twice 
only  a  vsection  was  placed  in  position,  the  infantry  then  driving  back 
the  enemy  until  we  reached  their  lines  about  four  miles  from  town,  on 
the  10th  of  the  present  month. 

On  the  lltli  the  two  riffe  batteries  were  x^laced  in  position,  Battery 
E,  Independent  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Captain  Sloan,  near  the  left  of 
our  line  on  the  Savannah  Biver,  opposite  the  upper  end  of  Hutchinson’s 
Island;  and  Battery  I,  First  New  Ybnk  Artillery,  Captain  Winegar, 
opposite  Argyle  Island,  about  two  mil^s  above.  At  7  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  instant  two  gun-l3oats  and  a  steam  transport  made 
their  appearance  above  Captain  NVinegar’s  position,  coming  down  the 
river.  Captain  Winegar  opened  fire  on  them  wlien  about  2,500  yards 
distant,  to  which  the  gun-boats  replied,  using  guns  of  heavy  caliber. 
Captain  Winegar  succeeded  in  disabling  the  transport  steamer  Eeso- 
lute,  compelling  her  to  surrender ;  he  then  directed  his  fire  to  the  others, 
which  soon  turned  l)ack,  and  although  several  shots  were  seen  to  strike 
the  lower  one,  they  continued  up  tlie  river  and  out  of  sight.  On  the 
same  day  Captain  Sloan  fired  a  few  shots  at  a  steamer  crossing  the 
river  below  him,  and  also  a  few  shots  into  the  city.  On  the  ICth  one  se(*- 
tion  of  Battery  I,  First  New  Y^ork  Artillery,  crossed  the  river  to  Argyle 
Island  and  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  a  section  of  the  enemy  on  the 
(hirolina  shore.  During  the  night  of  the  1 9th  this  section  crossed  to  the 
Carolina  shore  with  a  brigade  of  infantry  under  (command  of  Colonel  Car¬ 
man.  A  few  rounds  were  fir(*dat  small  bodies  of  the  enemy  during  tin*, 
20tli.  .VboLit  3  p.  m.  a  gun-boat  came  up  from  tliecity  and  opened  on  tlie 
rear  of  tliis  force  on  the  Carolina  shore.  Cai)tain  Sloan  was  directed  to 
oi)en  on  lier  from  liis  position,  and  soon  compelled  her  to  withdraw. 
During  the  nights  of  the  ISth,  19th,  and  2()th  three  field-works  were 
constructed  for  heavy  guns,  one  near  the  river  and  two  in  front  of 
the  center  of  (leneral  ( reary’s  line.  The  last  two  wcne  on  the  skirmish 
line,  and  being  within  so  shorl  range  of  the  (Miemy’s  Jiiusketry  and 
artillery  tloi  Avoi  k  could  only  be  dom*  <luring  tlie  night.  (^)uir(‘  a  num¬ 
ber  of  casualties  occurred  among  the  working  t)arties,  the  enemy  hav' 
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correct  range  with  their  artillery  and  using  it  freely  at  all  times  of 
the  night.  Works  were  also  made  for  the  light  batteries^  it  being  the 
intention  to  place  them  all  on  the  line,  and  open  simultaneously,  pre¬ 
vious  to  an  assault.  Four  of  the  six  30-pounder  Parrott  guns  were 
placed  in  the  works  during  the  night  of  the  20th  and  the  other  two 
Avere  being  put  in,  \A"hen  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  in 
our  front,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  some  of  the  artillery  officers,  a\  ho 
desired  to  test  the  accuracy  and  efficiency  of  thesjB  guns.  On  reaching 
the  city,  the  21st  instant,  about  10  a.  m.,  the  ram  Savannah  aa  as  dis- 
coA'ered  near  the  Carolina  shore.  Captain  Sloan’s  battery,  being  in 
advance,  took  position  on  the  lower  end  of  Bay  street  and  opened  fire 
on  her.  Some  excellent  shots  were  made,  though  with  guns  of  that 
caliber  (3-inch)  it  is  not  probable  much  damage  Avas  done  to  an  iron¬ 
clad,  as  she  was  reported  to  be.  About  4.30  p.  m.  Captain  Be  Gress’ 
battery  of  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  took  position  and  opened  on  her, 
firing  with  great  accuracy.  The  30-pounder  Parrott  gnus  arriving 
about  sunset  also  opened  on  her,  but,  being  so  late  in  the  daj^,  Avith 
Avhat  effect  could  not  be  ascertained.  It  Avas  intended  that  if  she 
remained  in  sight  to  open  again  on  her  early  the  next  morning,  but 
during  the  night  she  Avas  blown  up.  OAving  to  the  little  use  required 
of  the  artillery  there  were  no  casualties  in  engagements.  Captain 
Gary  and  two  men  of  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  were  captured 
on  the  12th  instant  on  Hutchinson’s  Island,  Avhere  they  had  gone  to  seek 
forage.  One  enlisted  man  of  Battery  E,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  died 
of  disease  on  the  march  near  Madison.  The  admirable  policy  of  hjuving 
eight  horses  on  a  carriage  for  a  long  march  over  bad  roads  Avas  clearly 
demonstrated  on  this  campaign. 

The  batteries  subsisted  mainly  on  the  country  during  the  march, 
securing  principally  their  oavii  supplies  and  forage.  An  exact  account 
of  the  supi^lies  and  forage  obtained  cannot  be  given,  but  as  near  as 
can  be  ascertained  is  as  follows :  Amount  obtained  from  expeditions 
sent  out  from  Atlanta:  46,000  pounds  corn;  3,000  iiounds  fresh  meat; 
50  bushels  sweet  potatoes.  Amount  obtained  on  the  march  from 
Atlanta  to  Savannah:  130,000  iiounds  corn;  20,000  pounds  rice  fodder; 
10,000  pounds  fresh  meat;  500  pounds  flour;  500  bushels  sAveet  pota¬ 
toes.  Making  in  the  aggregate,  176,000  pounds  corn;  20,000  pounds 
rice  fodder;  13,000  pounds  fresh  meat;  500  pounds  flour;  550  buvshels 
SAveet  potatoes.  Animals  captured :  40  horses,  100  mules;  also  100,000 
pounds  of  cotton  destroyed. 

TTie  following  amount  of  ordnance  stores  Avere  destroyed  at  Milledge- 
ville  by  Lieutenant  Shepherd,  ordnance  officer  Artillery  Brigade, 
TAventieth  Corps:  3,500  rounds  fixed  ammunition  for  6-pounder  and 
12-pounder  gnus;  20,000  rounds  infantry  ammunition;  2  boxes  Sharps 
])rimers;  2,000  pounds  xiowder. 

The  number  of  guns  found  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  their  Avorks  iu 
front  of  th(‘.  Twentieth  Corjis  line,  extending  from  the  Savannah  Biver 
to  the  railroad  and  from  Fort  BroAvn  to  Fort  Jackson  and  LaAvtou 
Battery  on  the  Carolina  side,  liesides  those  on  tlie  gun-boats  and  ram 
destroyed,  is  (SO,  a  list  of  which  1  send  herewith.  Besides  these  a  large 
number  of  light  and  heavy  gun  carriages,  (*aissons,  battery  Avagons, 
forges,  also  a  large  amount  of  ammuuition,  was  left  here  by  the  enemy. 

Kes])(*ctfullv  submitt(*d 

4.  A.  REYNOLDS, 

Major  (dul  C/i irf  of  A  rtillrry,  Tiveafief/i  (Urrps. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Asfiistant  Adjutant- General^  Tu'cntieth  Corpn. 
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List  of  guns  captured  from  tlie  enemy  at  SaAmniiali,  Ga.,  in  their 
works  immediately  in  front  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Coi'xis  about  that 
part  of  the  city  occupied  by  said  corps  and  in  the  fortifications  east  of 
Savannah  on  the  river,  including  Forts  Brown,  Boggs,  Barton,  and 
Jackson,  Lawton  Battery  opposite  Fort  Jackson: 

* 

RecapitulaHon. — Six  6-pounder  rilled  guns;  four  6-i)ounder  smooth¬ 
bore  guns,  brass;  two  6-pounder  smooth-bore  guns,  iron ;  two  12-i)ounder 
Blakely  guns;  four  24-pounder  howitzer  guns;  three  24-pounder 
smooth-bore  guns;  nineteen  32-pounder  smooth-bore  guns;  twenty-one 
32-pounder  rifled  guns;  one  32-x)0itnder  Blakely  gun;  three 24-x)ounder 
carronades;  three  lO-inch  mortars;  thirteen  8-inch  columbiads;  seven 
10-inch  columbiads;  one  12-x)ounder  smooth-bore  gun.  Serviceable, 
seventy-six;  unserviceable,  thirteen — eighty-nine. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  llEYmiLDS, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Twemtieth  Corps. 


No.  130. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Charles  E.  Wineyar,  Battery  /,  First  New  York  Liyht 
'  Artillery,  of  operations  September  ^-December  21. 

Hj>qRS.  Battery  1,  First  New  York  LktHT  Artillery, 

Savannah,  (la.,  December  24,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  in  comxiliance  to  circular  from  headijuarters  chief  of 
artillery  Twentieth  Forjis,  dated  December  23,  1864,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following: 

On  the  2d  day  of  Seiitember,  1864,  the  battery  entered  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  took  position  in  the  abandoned  works  of  the  enemy,  remaining  there 
until  about  the  16th  day  of  September,  when  we  moved  in  the  south¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  city  and  went  into  camp,  together  with  the  artillery 
of  the  corps,  whei'e  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  October  21,  when 
I  was  ordered  to  accomxiany  a  foraging  exxiedition  under  Colonel  Dus¬ 
tin,  commanding  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Corx)s.  Starting  at  day- 
liglit  of  the  same  day  and  moving  in  the  direction  of  Lithonia,  a  small 
station  on  the  Georgia  llailroad,  passing  through  the  town  of  Decatur 
at  sundown,  we  went  into  camp  on  a  large  jilantation  formerly  owned 
by  (dark  and  known  as  Clark’s  xdantation,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Atlanta,  llemaining  here  until  the  evening  of  the  23d  we  succeeded 
in  loading  about  600  Avagons  Avith  forage  and  piovisions  Avithin  a  radius 
of  five  miles.  About  dark  the  train  avtis  put  in  motion,  leading  to 
Atlanta,  by  Colonel  Dustin,  my  battery  acting  as  rear  guard  as  far  as 
Decatur,  Avhere  aa^c  arrived  about  4  a.  m.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
about  7  a.  m.,  we  again  started  for  Atlanta,  acding  as  advance  guard, 
Avliere  Ave  arrived  about  10  a.  m.;  AA  cnt  into  camx)  on  our  old  cami)ing- 
ground,  Avhere  avc  remained  until  the  morning  of  November  13,  AAdien 
Ave  Avere  ordered  by  MaJ.  J.  A.  lleynolds  to  report  to  Bi  igadier-General 
Geaiy,  commanding  Second  DiA'ision,  Twentieth  Corjis,  as  the  enemy 
were  making  demonstrations,  both  with  artilhuy  and  dismounted  cav¬ 
alry,  on  oui*  lines  around  Atlanta,  but  in  both  of  the  above  expeditions 
ther(‘  was  n(>  cxp(‘ii(lil  m(‘-  ol*  ammunition  or  any  casualties  in  my  com¬ 
mand. 
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Oil  tlio  inoniiiij^'ol  the  lAtli  diry  orNoveiiilicr  Alhiiita  was  evacuntiMl  by 
the  Federal  forees,  iny  battery  iuo\  iii^’  witli  the  troops  of  the  Twentieth 
Oorj^s  in  the  direction  of  Savannah.  When  within  about  twelve  miles 
from  Savannali,  on  tlie  afternoon  of  Dei'endier  9,  we  encountered  two 
small  redoubts  on  the  Au.iiusta  dirt  road,  occu])ied  both  by  the  enemy’s 
artillery  and  infantry.  One  section  of  my  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
Scott,  was  immediately  thrown  forward  and  put  in  position  with  a  range 
of  about  1,200  yards;  the  troops  of  the  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 
Avere  immediately  deployed,  and  scattered  the  enemy  without  the  use 
of  artillery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  day  of  December  Maj.  J.  A.  Eeynolds 
again  directed  me  to  move  my  battery  on  the  Savannah  Fiver,  Avith  the 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry  as  a  support,  it  being  reported  that 
the  enemy’s  gun-boats  had  made  their  appearance.  On  the  morning  of 
the  12th  day  of  December,  about  8  o’clock,  the  enemy’s  gun-boats 
made  their  appearance,  which  afterward  i)roved  to  be  the  Macon,  armed 
with  four  C4-x)ounder  rifle  guns  and  tAvo  32-i)ounder  hoAvitzers;  also,  the 
gun-boat  Sampson,  armed  with  tAvo  32-pounder  howitzers,  Avith  their 
tender  Eesolute,  a  small  steamer.  After  an  engagement  of  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  from  2,400  to  2,700  yards,  they  Avere  forced 
to  retire  up  the  river,  leaving  their  tender  behind  disabled,  together 
Avith  her  officers  and  creAv,  numbering  about  30,  our  expenditure  of 
ammunition  being  138  rounds.  Ou  the  morning  of  December  IG  one 
section,  under  Lieutenant  Scott,  Avas  throAvn  over  the  river,  on  Argyle 
Island,  and  immediately  intrenched  themselves.  On  the  morning  of 
the  18th  engaged  a  section  of  rebel  artillery  on  South  Carolina  shore. 
After  tiring  thirteen  rounds,  silenced  their  guns  at  a  distance  of  1,300 
yards,  with  no  casualties.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  a  regiment  of 
rebel  caAvalry  made  their  appearance  aliout  2,200  yards  distance  on 
the  South  Carolina  shore;  after  tiring  three  rounds  ('ase-shot  they 
Avithdrew  out  of  range.  During  the  day  Lieutenant  Scott  Avas  re¬ 
lieved  by  Lieutenant  Freeman,  who  1  gave  command  of  the  four  3-inch 
guns,  having  received  from  Lieutenant  Shepherd  a  battery  of  six  30- 
liounder  Parrott  guns,  needing  liiin  to  see  that  AA  orks  AA^ere  built  pre- 
])aratory  to  moving  the  light  battery  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  Avorks  on 
Augusta  road.  During  the  night  Lieutenant  Freeman  Avas  ordered 
by  Colonel  Carman,  commanding  brigade  First  DiAusion,  Twentieth 
Army  CoiqAS,  to  cross  the  riA^er  to  the  South  Carolina  shore  and  report 
to  Colonel  CogsAvell,  commanding  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
AVent  into  position;  built  AAorks,  AAdiich  AAere  completed  late  in  the 
morning  of  the  20th.  During  the  day  the  section  Avas  ordered  by  Col¬ 
onel  CogsAvidl  to  tir(‘.  at  dittenmt  objects,  using  thirty-tAvo  rounds  of 
ammunition  AAuth  no  casualties.  ( )u(‘.  section  of  the  30-pounder  battery, 
under  Jneutenant  Adle,  Avas])laced  in  iiosition  in  FortXo.  1  to  reply  to 
one  of  the  rebel  gun-boats,  Avhi(*h  had  been  reported  ad\^ancing  up  the 
river  from  Savannah.  During  tlie  night  of  the  20th  the  remaining 
four  guns  of  heavy  battery  AAUiri*  i)lac(‘d  in  position  in  Forts  No.  2  and  3. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  21st  it  Avas  discov^ered  that  the  enemy 
had  evacuated  the  night  before,  Avhen  one  section  of  light  battery  Avas 
ordered  foi*Avard  under  Lieutenant  Scott,  avTio  entered  the  tOAA  ii  about 
10  o’clock.  Also  th(‘  S(*ction  under  Lieutenant  Freeman  AA^as  directed 
to  cross  th(‘  river  to  tlie  Georgia  shore  and  Join  me  at  SaAmnnah,  but 
oAving  to  high  Avind  and  tide  lie  aa  as  unable  to  cross.  During  the  day 
the  heavy  battc'ry  Avas  ord(*red  foi  Avard  and  arrived  about  sundoAvii  and 
Avas  put  into  ])osition  at  the  loot  of  Bay  street,  bearing  on  the  rebel  ram 
Savannah,  firing  tliirteen  i-ounds  Avitli  good  elfect  witli  no  casualties. 
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On  (he  of  tlje  22(1  found  the  rani  liad  been  blown  uj)  dm  ing 

the  night;  the  heavy  battery  was  taken  out  of  position  and  brought  ui) 
at  the  head  of  Huntington  street,  and  parked  with  Lieutenant  Scott’s 
section.  About  7  p.  m.  the  section  under  Lieutenant  Freeman  ar¬ 
rived  and  parked  with  the  rest  of  the  battery,  wliere  we  now  remain. 


Statement  showiuy  the  expendtinre  of  ammunition  and  easnaUies  during  the  recent  cam¬ 
paign  just  closed. a 

lO-POUNDEK. 


Pate. 

(’ase-sbot. 

Fuse-shell. 

Percussion - 
shell. 

Total. 

December  12, 1864 .  29 

DpAPnihAV  18  1864  _  13 

47 

62 

138 

13 

December  19, 1864 . 

.  3 

3 

December  20, 1864 . 

.  10 

12  , 

i 

32 

o  Casnalfips,  none. 


,'!0-rOFXDEPv. 


December  21, 1864 


4 


13 


xVll  of  which  is  respectfnllv  submitted. 

CHAS.  E.  AAHNEGAE, 
('uptain.  First  Xnr  York  Arfillerif. 

Lieut.  AV.  H.  Mickle, 


Act(j.  Asst.  Adjt.  (Tell.,  Arty.  Briy..  Ttrentirtli  Army  Corps. 


Hikers.  Battery  L  First  -^New  York  Artillery, 

Sorannalij  (7u.,  Becember  25^  1864. 

Lieutenant:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  cap¬ 
tures  of  animals  and  forage  from  the  enemy  during  the  recent  cam¬ 
paign  just  closed:  15  horses,  15  mules,  500  bushels  corn,  2  tons  corn 
fodder,  8  tons  rice  in  sheaf,  50  bushels  sweet  potatoes,  400  pounds  flour, 
10  horses  and  15  mules  turned  over  to  quartermaster’s  department,  5 
horses  abandoned. 

CHAS.  E.  WmEGAK, 

Captain,  First  Xeir  York  Artillery,  Commandiny  Battery  I. 

Lient.  AAb  H.  Mickle, 

Aety.  Asst.  Adjt.  Cen.,  A  rty.  Briy.,  Ttrentieth  Army  Corps. 


No.  140. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Fdward  P.  Neivkirk,  Battery  M,  First  Xeu'  York 
Biyht  Artillery,  of  operations  September  2- December  21. 

Hdqrs.  Battery  M,  First  New  York  Artillery, 

Savannah j  Ga.,  December  22 ^  1864. 

Lieutenant:  J  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  2d  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1804,  the  battery  entered  Atlanta,  taking  jiosition  in  a  fort  on 
I  )(‘catur  street  near  rolling-mills,  from  wlimh  ])lacc  it  moved  on  the 
15th  of  September  into  jiark  on  north  side  of  city. 
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Oil  tlie  16tli  oi’  October  iiuirelied  Avitli  ti*oo])S  of  the  JSeeoiid  Division, 
(General  (Tcaiy  comiiiaiidiiig,  oii  forage  expedition,  also  on  tlie  26th  of 
October  with  troops  of  First  Division,  Colonel  Robinson  commanding, 
capturing  for  use  of  command,  in  both  expeditions,  GO  bushels  corn  and 
a  quantity  of  (*orn  fodder.  The  liattery  remained  in  park  until  Novem= 
her  15,  expending  no  ammunition  and  meeting  with  no  casualties* 

On  the  15th  of  November  the  battery  moved  from  Atlanta  witli 
troops  of  the  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  marching  with  it  until  the 
occupation  of  Savannah,  expending  no  ammunition  and  meeting  with 
no  casualties. 

With  the  exception  of  dry  rations  (sugar,  coffee,  &c.)  the  command 
subsisted  entirely  on  the  country.  During  the  march  the  animals  were 
fed  2,000  bushels  of  corn,  besides  (^irn  fodder,  &c.-  There  were  some 
twenty-five  mules  turned  in  through  the  chief  of  artillery,  Twentieth 
Army  Corps,  to  Caiitain  Schoeninger,  acting  ipiarter master,  for  which 
a  less  number  were  received. 

Tlie  following  is  a  recaxiitulation  of  forage  and  animals  captured  on 
march:  Corn  captured,  2,000  bushels;  horses  caxitured,  1;  mules  ca})- 
tilled,  1. 

All  of  which  is  res])ectfullv  submitted. 

E.  r,  NEWKIRK, 

Firnt  Lieut.,  Comdfi.  Battery  j¥,  Firnt  Ffew  YorJc  Artillery. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  Mickle, 

Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Geii.,  Artillery,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 


No,  141, 

Report  of  Lieut.  Jerome  B.  Stephens,  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  T/ight 
Artillery,  of  operations  September  2-Deeember  24. 

Hdqrs.  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report 
of  operations  of  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  during  the  time 
from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  to  the  present  date: 

On  the  2d  day  of  September,  1864,  the  battery  moved  into  the  city 
of  Atlanta  and  took  position  in  a  fort  to  the  south  and  west  of  the 
city.  On  the  12th  of  the  month  left  this  position  and  went  into  camp 
with  the  other  batteries  of  the  brigade  to  the  west  of  the  city,  where 
it  lay  until  the  21st  day  of  October,  when  it  formed  part  of  the  guard 
of  the  foraging  expedition  which  Avent  out  that  day  under  command  of 
Colonel  Dustin,  commanding  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
and  was  absent  four  days,  returning  to  camp  on  the  24th.  During  the 
expedition  1  iirocured  two  large  loads  of  corn  and  about  1,000  pounds 
X)ork,  300  pounds  mutton,  and  15  bushels  potatoes.  Previous  to  this 
two  wagons  were  sent  at  two  different  times,  and  once  after,  three 
Avagons,  iirocuring  during  the  several  exiieditions  sent  out  about  270 
bushels  corn,  2,500  pounds  meat,  and  30  bushels  iiotatoes.  During  the 
time  that  the  battery  lay  in  camj)  it  was  put  in  good  order  j  carriages 
painted,  harness  oiled,  and  by  the  15th  of  October  Avas  in  every  way 
ready  for  the  field  AAitli  the  exception  of  liorses  and  mules,  which,  on 
account  of  scarcity  of  forage,  became  very  much  reduced  in  fiesh,  and 
a  majority  of  tluun  died  from  siarvation.  On  the  2d  day  of  November 
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1  received  ii  new  lot  ot  li()i\ses  and  nmles,  and  on  the  morning'  of  the 
15th  moved  out  of  the  city  on  the  Decatur  road  with  the  Twentieth 
Army  Corps,  with  which  we  marched  during  the  Savannah  campaign, 
and  arrived  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works  around  the  city  on  the  10th 
day  of  December.  On  the  12th,  by  order  of  Major  Reynolds,  the  bat¬ 
tery  was  moved  on  to  the  river-bank  opposite  the  head  of  Hutchinson’s 
Island.  From  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  to  this  date  the 
battery  was  commanded  by  Capt.  M.  B.  Gary,  who  was  captured  on 
Hutchinson’s  Island  the  12th  with  two  enlisted  men.  The  battery  then 
fell  to  my  command.  On  the  14th  instant,  by  command  of  Major  Rey¬ 
nolds,  1  sent  Lieutenant  King  with  a  section  to  report  to  Colonel 
Robinson,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  at  Cherokee 
Hill.  The  balance  of  battery  kept  its  position  on  the  river  until  11 
a.  m.  on  the  20th  instant,  when  1  received  orders  to  move  my  battery, 
except  the  section  at  Cherokee  Hill,  to  the  city  of  Savannah,  where  I 
arrived  at  3  p.  m.  and  went  into  camp  on  the  west  end  of  Roberts  street, 
where  the  battery  iiow  lies. 

During  the  campaign  the  command  has  consumed  about  the  follow¬ 
ing  amount  of  forage  and  supplies :  90,000  pounds  corn,  30,000  pounds 
fodder,  300  bushels  sweet  potatoes,  7,000  pounds  fresh  meat,  and  has 
captured  15  horses,  2(S  mules,  picked  uj)  7  negroes,  and  destroyed 
35,000  pounds  cotton.  On  leaving  Atlanta  there  were  84  horses  and 
34  mules  in  the  command.  There  have  been  10  horses  and  18  mules 
turned  over  to  Captain  Schoeninger  and  8  mules  to  Captain  McKell, 
ordnance  officer  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  and  1  horse 
died,  leaving  with  the  command  at  this  present  date  88  horses  and  30 
mules. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  STEPHENS, 

First  Lieutenantj  Comdf/.  Battery  (7,  First  Ohio  Liyht  Artillery. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Mickle, 

Aetfj.  Asst  Adjt.  Geu.,  Artillery Twentieth  Army  Corps. 


No.  142. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  8.  8loan,  Battery  E,  Pennsylrania  Light  jVrtil- 
lerip  of  operations  8eptemher'2-1)eeeml)er:Ai. 

Hdqrs.  Indpt.  Battery  E,  Pennsalvania  Artillera", 

8avannah.,  Ga.y  Deeemher  26.,  1861. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re])ort  of 
operations  of  this  battery  from  the  occu]iation  of  Atlanta,  Seiitember  2, 
1804,  until  the  present  time: 

From  the  occupation  of  the  city  until  November  15  the  battery  was 
parked  with  other  batteries  of  tlie  corps  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
city,  with  the  exception  of  two  weeks  immediately  vsucceeding  its  cap¬ 
ture,  when  we  were  stationed  in  the  works  on  East  Point  Railroad. 
Battery  took  part  in  toraging  expedition  under  Colonel  Robinson, 
Eighty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  October  16,  going  as  far  as 
Flat  Rock  Shoals  on  South  River.  In  the  expedition  were  luobably 
600  wagons,  which  were  all  filled  with  corn  and  fodder.  One  section  of 
battery  accompanied  another  exi)edition,  under  General  Geary,  October 
2(),  i)roceeding  in  direction  of  Lithonia,  on  Georgia  railroad.  From 
these  and  other  cx])editions  from  Atlanta,  we  received  in  all  about  7,000 
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l)OUiuls  of  corn  for  the  animals  of  the  battery.  We  moved  from  Atlanta 
November  15,  taking  the  Augusta  road.  One  man  died  of  disease 
November  18  near  Madison.  From  this  date  until  arriving  in  front  of 
Savannah  December  10  nothing  worthy  of  note  in  a  report  transpired. 
December  13,  nineteen  rounds  of  ammunition  were  expended,  mostly 
thrown  into  the  city.  Twenty  rounds  Avere  fired  on  the  20th  at  a  boat 
which  had  moved  up  from  the  city  and  was  annoying  our  troops  on 
Hutchinsoifis  Island.  Battery  moved  into  Savannah  December  21. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  rounds  Avere  expended  on  morning  of  21st  in 
endea\^oring  to  drive  off  the  enemy  from  a  boat  on  the  river,  from  wliich 
they  Avere  unloading  suiAplies.  On  afternoon  of  same  day  battery  Avas 
moved  to  West  Broad  street,  where  it  is  now  parked. 

On  the  march  from  Atlanta  there  were  ])icked  up  by  my  command 
about  8  horses  and  15  mules,  iu  all  23  animals.  The  stock  worn  out  on 
the  march  was  turned  into  quartermaster’s  department. 

On  the  march  the  animals  were  subsisted  entirely  off  the  country,  as 
AA  ere  also  the  men  to  a  great  extent.  The  amount  of  forage  used  by  my 
command  would  foot  up  about  50,000  ])ounds.  This,  Avith  Avhat  we 
secured  from  expeditions  sent  out  from  Atlanta,  AA'ould  make  a  total  of 
57,000  pounds  corn  taken  from  the  country. 

All  of  Avhich  is  resi)ectfullv  submitted. 

THOS.  S.  kSLOAN, 

Captain  Inilependent  Batterii  l^ontsijlvania  Arfillerif. 

Lieut.  W.  IT.  Mickle, 

Acfp.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Art\i.  Bruf.,  Twentieth  Army  C<aps. 

Recapitulation. — Died  of  disease,  enlisted  men,  1.  Animals  picked 
up,  horses,  8;  mules,  15.  Amount  of  forage  captured,  57,000  pounds. 
Ammunition  (rounds)  ex])ended,  151. 


No.  143. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Judson  KiJpatriclx,  U.  B.  Army.,  commanding  Third 

Ca  ralry  JH  visi o )i . 

ITeADQI  AKTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

Milttara'  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Xe(rr  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  A,  IcSAA. 

Capt.  E.  B.  Beaumont, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Cavalry  Corps: 

(Aptain:  1  haAT  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  my  ofiicial  reimrt, 
together  with  the  loports  of  my  brigade  and  regimental  commanders, 
of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  recent  operations  of  the  Army 
of  Ceorgia,  since  leaving  Atlanta,  up  to  the  occuiiation  of  Savannah. 
I  Avould  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  maior-general  command¬ 
ing  corjis  to  the  fa(‘t  that  no  arms  of  any  kind  are  to  be  had  at  this 
point,  as  1  exiiected  there  Avoidd  be.  The  Joslyn  carbine,  Avitli  Avhich 
the  Ninth  Bennsylvania  is  aimed,  and  the  majority  of  my  Sharps  (*ar- 
bines,  are  utterly  Avorthless.  1  earnestly  request  that  300  S])en(*er  car¬ 
bines  be  sent  to  this  point,  Avith  as  little  delay  as  possible.  My  troo])s 
are  Avorse  armed  at  present  than  Wh(‘eler’s  irregular,  lawless  (*avalry. 
Hoping  that  the  general  Avill  be  ifieased*  Avith  iny  report  and  the  oiiei  - 
ations  iu  it  described, 

I  am,  captain,  Amy  r(*spectfullv,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier-General,  C.  S:  Yolunlerrs,  ('ommanding  Birision. 
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IlDAix^rAKTEiis  Third  OAVALJiv  Division, 

-AFilii  ary  Division  of  the  Alississim, 

Xear  ^S(( rdiotah^  Gd.^  Drcnnlxr  .  ISd-j. 

Dapinvin  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  submit  thefollowiii!!*-  report  of  tliepart 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  recent  movement  of  onr  army  from 
Atlanta  np  to  tbe  ocenpation  of  Savannah; 

Dn  the  dOtli  of  October,  in  obedience  to  instrnetions  from  lieadqnar- 
ters  ]\Lilitar3^  Division  of  tlie  .Alississipjii,  I  concentrated  my  division 
at  Marietta,  and  commenced  at  once  to  tit  out  a  cavalry  command  for 
a  long  and  rapid  marcli  tlirongii  tlie  enemy’s  country.  Ibit  a  few  days 
were  given  for  tliis  important  work.  Horses,  arms,  and  clothing  had 
to  be  obtained,  and  regiments  and  detachments,  widely  scattered, 
ordered  in.  But  by  hard  work  and  perseverance,  in  less  than  nine  days 
the  command  ordered  was  ready  for  tlie  held.  Several  regiments  had 
been  added  to  the  old  regiments  and  organized  into  two  brigades,  ea(*h 
numbering  npAvard  of  2,500  men.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  E.  II.  Murray, 
Third  Kentucky  Cavaliy,  commanding,  was  composed  of  the  following 
regiments,  viz;  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Jordan;  Fifth 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  Colonel  Baldwin;  Third  Kentucky  Chwalry,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  King;  Second  Kentucky  Cavaliy,  Captain  Forman, 
and  Tenth  Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  Captain  Beebe,  commanding, 
amounting  to  2,800  men.  The  Second  Brigade,  ('olonel  Atkins, 
Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  commanding,  was  composed 
of  the  following  regiments,  viz:  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  In- 
fantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Buskirk;  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Lieu- 
tenant-( 'olonel  Sanderson;  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Colonel  Hamilton; 
Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Colonel  Heath;  Squadron  First  Ohio  Cavalry, 
Captain  Dalzell,  and  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  Colonel  Acker,  amount¬ 
ing  to  2,700  men. 

1  left  my  encampment  at  Marietta  on  the  morning  of  November  14, 
with  5,500  men  and  six  pieces  of  artillery;  reached  Atlanta  same  day 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Was  informed  by  the  ”general-in-chief 
that  Milledgeville  was  our  first  objective  imint;  that  my  command 
would  move  on  the  right  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  (the  Bight 
AVing);  that  I  was  to  feint  strongly  toward  Forsyth,  cross  the  Ocmul- 
gee,  move  on  Macon  as  if  to  attack  it,  strike  the  Georgia  Central 
Bailroad  and  as  near  Macon  as  possible,  then  fall  back  toward  Gordon, 
destroying  track  till  the  arrival  of  the  infantry,  when  I  was  to  report 
to  the  general-in-chief  at  Milledgeville.  Seven  days  had  been  given  to 
make  the  marcdi  and  diversion  indicated.  We  left  Atlanta  on  the 
morning  of  November  15;  crossed  Flint  Biver  and  oc(*upied  Joiies- 
borough.  A  ])ortion  of  General  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  and  the  Georgia 
militia  under  General  Cobb,  was  reported  to  be  at  Lovejoy’s  Station. 
I  met  and  drove  back  Wheeler’s  advance  next  morning  and  found  him 
in  i)osition,  occupying  the  old  rebel  earth-works  constructed  by  Hood’s 
army  on  its  recent  retreat  from  Jonesborough.  Colonel  Murray,  First 
Brigade,  charged  and  carried  their  works,  capturing  two  3-inch  rifled 
guns  (taken  from  General  Stoneman),  and  killed  and  wounded  a  larg<‘ 
nund)er  of  the  enemy.  Wheeler  now  retreated  in  great  confusicm  to 
Bear  Creek  Station,  where  he  attempted  to  halt  and  jnake  a  stand,  but 
('olonel  Atkins  (Second  Brigade),  being  now  in  advance,  charged  him 
with  the  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  wh(*n  he  again  broke  and  rapidly  re¬ 
treated  vTh  the  Georgia  militia  to  Griffin,  a  distance  of  fourteen  mil(‘s. 

Wh^eier  being  dis])()sed  of  for  a  time,  I  separated  my  command, 
marching  on  two  roads,  that  the  greater  amount  of  cotton,  cotton  gins, 
and  other  valuable  ]U()]>erty  might  be  destroy(‘d.  Afbu*  jnishing  well  in 
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on  F()rsytliau(ll)eiii^^coiivinced  that  theiinpi  ossion  had  l)een  inado  upon 
the  enemy  tliat  our  forces  were  moving  directly  on  that  point,  1  rapidly 
marched  to  Plrmters’  Factory,  crossed  the  Ocmulgee.  and  reached  Clin¬ 
ton  ^^^ovember  19.  Learning  that  a  portion  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  had 
also  crossed  the  river  near  Macon,  and  was  now  in  my  immediate  front, 
J  moved  on  the  road  toward  the  city,  forced  back  Wheeler’s  caA'alry 
across  Walnut  (Jreek;  charged  ami  carried  a  portion  of  their  works 
about  East  Macon.  The  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry  and  Ximdy-sec'oiid  Illi¬ 
nois  Mounted  Infantry,  having  the  advance,  did  all  the  fighting  and 
behaved  most  gallantly,  (.’olonel  Atkins,  commanding  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  deserves  great  praise  for  the  energy  and  skill  displayed  on  this 
occasion.  The  command  encamped  that  night  on  the  railroad  and  road 
leading  from  Macon  to  Milledgeville,  picketingAValnut  Creek,  one-third 
of  the  entire  force  being  employed  all  night  in  destroying  track.  A 
detachment  of  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  Cai)tain  Ladd  commanding, 
had  already  struck  the  railroad  at  Griswold  Station,  capturing  a 
train  of  thirteen  cars,  loaded  with  engine  driving  wheels  and  springs 
for  same.  The  station  was  destroyed;  pistol,  soa])  and  candle  fac¬ 
tories  burned.  The  following  day  occurred  the  battle  at  Griswold 
Station,  my  command  repulsing  every  attack  made  by  the  enemy,  both 
of  infantry  and  cavalry.  November  AVheeler  advanced  with  his 
entire  corps  ()f  cavalry  and  three  brigades  of  infantry;  drove  in  my 
pickets  and  skirmish  line,  but  was  finally  checked  and  driven  back 
by  the  Ninth  l^ennsylvania  Cavalry  (Colonel  Jordan)  and  Fifth  Ken¬ 
tucky  Cavalry  (Colonel  Baldwin),  the  saber  being  principally  used. 
General  W^alcntt,  with  his  infantry,  now  came  up,  and  the  enemy 
was  driven  back  beyond  Griswold  Station.  The  same  day  Colonel  At¬ 
kins,  Second  Brigade,  had  some  severe  fighting  on  the  Macon  and 
Milledgeville  road,  and  eftectually  prevented  any  attack  on  our  trains 
that  were  this  day  moving  from  Clinton  to  Gordon.  NoA^ember  24,  my 
command  marched  to  Milledgeville  and  crossed  the  Oconee.  Having 
met  the  general -*in-chief  the  day  i)revious  at  Milledgeville  and  received 
instructions  from  him  to  move  rapidly  in  direction  of  Millen,  and  if 
possible  rescue  our  prisoners  reported  to  be  at  or  near  that  point,  I 
moved  i*apidly  in  direction  of  Augusta,  crossed  the  Ogeechee  at  the 
shoals,  and  struck  the  railroad,  NoA'eml3er  27,  at  Waynesboroiigh,  the 
advance,  under  Cai)tain  Estes  (my  assistant  adjutant- general),  having 
destroyed  a  portion  of  the  track  and  t)artly  burned  the  railroad  bridge 
over  Brier  Creek  the  day  ])reAdons.  During  this  march  my  flanks  and 
rear  had  been  attacked  again  and  again  by  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  but 
Avithout  serious  results,  and  did  not  ])rewent  the  column  from  steadily 
marching  on. 

We  i)assed  through  Waynesborough  and  encamped  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  railroad  three  miles  south  of  the  town.  Siwca  al  attacks  AA^ere 
made  during  the  night  upon  (h)lonel  Murray’s  line,  but  they  AA’^ere  re¬ 
pulsed,  and  did  not  jnevent  my  i)eo])le  from  destroying  the  tra(*k,  one 
battalion  of  each  regiment  being  detailed  for  that  purpose.  Here,  to 
my  great  regret,  I  learned  that  our  x>rison(‘rs  had  been  remoAed  two 
days  ])revious.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  had  this  not  been  the  cavse  1 
should  have  rescued  them ;  the  Confederate  Government  (;ould  not  ha  ve 
preA'ented  me.  After  destroying  suhicient  track  to  ])revent  transporta¬ 
tion  on  the  road  for  a  feAv  days,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire  to  our 
infantry.  Accordingly,  Colonel  Atkins  (Second  Brigade)  Avas  ordered 
to  moA'e  out  to  the  intersection  of  the  Waynesborough  and  Louisville 
road  and  there  take  up  position.  Colonel  Murray  Avas  directed  to  moAN‘ 
l)ast  ('olonel  Atkins  and  take  up  jmsition  in  his  rear,  and  so  on,  in  sue- 
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cession,  j*etire  lioiu  any  loi'c(‘  tliat  miglit  be  sent  in  ])ui‘suit.  J>y  some 
niisunderstaudin.i;  Colonel  Atkinsmoved  on  without  lialting,  as  directed, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  two  regiments,  tlie  Kightli  Indiana,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Jones,  and  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  Colonel  Acker, 
together  with  myself  and  staff,  were  cut  off'  and  partly  surrounded.  - 
But  the  brave  officers  and  nien  of  these  two  regiments  by  their  splendid 
tighting  broke  through  the  rebel  lines  and  slowly  fell  back,  repulsing 
every  attack  of  the  enemy  until  the  main  column  a\  as  reached  AVe 
moved  on,  crossed  Buck  Head  Creek,  burning  the  bridge,  and  halted  • 
to  feed  tNvo  miles  from  the  creek.  Information  soon  reached  me  that 
Wheeler  Avas  crossing  Avith  his  entire  force.  Parties  were  sent  out  and 
ascertained  this  report  to  be  true.  1  iioaa^  determined  to  give  him  a 
severe  repulse  before  marching  farther,  and  accordingly  took  up  a  strong 
position  and  constructed  a  long  line  of  barricades,  with  my  tianks 
throAvn  Avell  to  the  rear.  These  dispositions  Avere  scarce  (*ompleted  ere 
the  enemy  came  in  sight,  and  in  a  few  minutes  made  one  of  the  most  des¬ 
perate  cavalry  charges  1  ha\^e  eA'er  witnessed,  but  he  was  most  hand¬ 
somely  repulsed  at  all  points,  and  with  but  slight  loss  to  my  command. 
This  closed  the  lighting  for  the  day.  We  moved  a  few  miles  farther 
on  and  encamped  at  the  lirst  place  Avhere  forage  could  be  obtained. 
The  enemy  made  no  further  attempt  to  folloAv.  My  losses  during  the 
incessant  lighting  for  three  days  and  nights  Avere  not  large.  From 
information  gained  from  scouts,  prisoners,  and  deserters  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  is  estimated  at  600  killed  and  Avounded. 

The  folloAving  day  Ave  joined  the  Left  Wing  of  our  army  at  Louisville. 
Here  Ave  remained  in  camp  several  days,  resting  the  men  and  horses 
for  the  first  time  during  the  march. 

December  "J  [1],  the  command  moved  on  the  Waynesborough  road,  in 
advance  of  a  division  ot  infantry  under  General  Baird,  the  object  being 
to  coA-er  the  movements  of  our  troojis,  marching  in  several  columns  on 
Milieu.  A  small  force  of  the  enemy  was  encountered  and  dispersed  by  : 
the  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Colonel  Baldwin,  and  ’Eighth  Indiana 
Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  nine  miles  from  AA^nynesborough,  . 
not,  hoAvever,  without  a  severe  skirmish.  On  reaching  Pocky  Creek 
[December  2]  the  enemy  Avas  found  in'considerable  force  on  the  opposite  ^ 
side.  General  Baird’s  infantry  came  iq),  and  a  force  of  both  cavalry  and 
infantry  crossed  the  creek,  and  simultaneously  charged  the  enemy,  Avho 
rapidly  retreated  toAvard  Waynesborough  and  Augusta,  being  closely 
pursued  for  some  distance  l)y  the  cavalry.  December  2,  marched  to  - 
Thomas’  Station  and  encamped  for  the  night,  having  made  such  dis]msi- 
tion  of  my  forces  as  to  ])rotect  General  Baird’s  infantry,  de])loyed  for 
miles  along  the  track  and  busily  engaged  Avitli  its  destruction.  Wheeler, 
Avho  had  been  encamped  betw(‘en  Mbiynesborongh  and  Brier  ('reek,  ^ 
moved  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  to  Waynesborongli,  and  with  a  por- 
tion  of  his  command  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  one  of  <  'olonel  Atkins’  J 
regiments,  encamped  upon  the  railroad  three  mih^s  south  of  the  town.  J 
This  attack  Avas  easily  rei)nlsed,  as  were  several  others  made  during  1 
the  night.  As  Iliad  received  orders  that  day  from  the  general-in-chief  3 
to  make  a  strong  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Waynesborough,  j 
and  to  engage  Wheeler  wherever  Ave  nnd  him,  I  direided  brigade  com-  j 
manders  to  send  surplus  animals  and  all  non-combatants  to  the  Avagon  ^ 
train;  that  in  the  morning  the  command  would  move  to  engage,  defeat,  | 
and  rout  the  rebel  cavalry  encamped  at  Waynesborough.  Accordingly  , 
at  daylight  the  following  morning  we  moved  out  of  camp,  the  Second 
Brigade,  Colonel  Atkins,  having  the  advance.  Tin*  enemy’s  skirmish  ; 
line  was  m(‘t,  (piickly  driven  in,  and  linally  i-etired  uiion  his  main  line, 
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wliicli  c.ousisted  of  disuionuted  cavalry  strongly  posted  behind  long 
lines  of  barricades,  with  their  flanks  well  secured.  Colonel  Atkins  was 
directed  to  move  forward  and  take  the  barricade,  but  the  enemy  was 
found  to  be  more  strongly  ])osted  than  Avas  anticipated,  and  the  first 
attack  was  a  failure.  The  Ninety- second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  was 
dismounted,  the  Tenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  in  columns 
of  four  by  battalions,  Avere  sent  in  on  the  right,  and  the  Ninth  Ohio 
Cavalry  Avas  placed  in  the  same  order  on  the  left.  The  Tenth  Wiscon-. 
sin  Battery  (Captain  Beebe)  Avas  bi  ought  up  to  within  less  than  600 
yards,  and  opene'd  on  the  barricades,  and  the  enemy’s  artillery,  in  all 
five  pieces,  Avere  forced  to  AvithdraAv.  At  this  moment,  all  being  ready, 
the  charge  Avas  sounded,  the  Avhole  line  moved  forAvard  in  splendid 
order,  and  never  halted  for  one  moment  until  the  barricades  were 
gained  and  the  enemy  routed.  A  feAv  hundred  yards  beyond  he 
made  seA^eral  counter-charges  to  save  his  dismounted  men  and  check 
our  rapid  advance.  At  one  time  he  had  nearly  succeeded,  when 
the  Fifth  Ohio  Ca\^alry,  Colonel  Heath,  who  had  been  sent  out  on 
our  right,  charged  the  enemy  in  fiank  and  rear,  when  he  gave  way 
at  all  points  and  rapidly  fell  back  to  the  toAvn  of  Waynesborough. 
Here  he  was  found  occupying  a  second  line  of  barricades,  with  artil¬ 
lery,  as  before,  and  his  flanks  so  far  extended  that  it  was  useless  to 
attempt  to  turn  them.  I  therefore  determined  to  break  his  center. 
Colonel  Murray,  having  the  advance,  Avas  directed  to  make  a  disposi¬ 
tion  accordingly.  The  Eighth  Indiana  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Jones)  Avas 
dismounted  and  i)ushed  foiAvard  as  skirmishers.  The  Ninth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  (Colonel  Jordan),  in  columns  of  fours  by  battalion,  had  the  left; 
the  Third  Kentucky  (Lieutenant-Colonel  King)  the  center;  the  Fifth 
Kentucky  (Colonel  BaldAAin)  and  Second  Kentucky  (Captain  Forman) 
the  right.  The  advance  was  sounded,  and  in  less  than  twenty  minutes 
the  enemy  Avas  driven  from  his  ])osition,  the  town  gained,  and  Wheel¬ 
er’s  entire  force  completely  routed.  The  Fifth  Ohio,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  a  portion  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  folloAved  in  close  pur¬ 
suit  to  Brier  Creek,  a  distance  of  eight  miles  from  the  point  where  the 
first  attack  was  made.  After  burning  the  bridges  above  and  below  the 
railroad  bridge,  as  well  as  the  latter,  the  command  marched  to  Alex¬ 
ander  and  encamped  for  the  night.  In  this  engagement  Wheeler’s 
cavalry  corps,  consisting  of  four  divisions  and  two  independent  bri¬ 
gades,  as  has  since  been  ascertained,  Avas  not  only  defeated  and  driven 
a  distance  of  eight  miles,  but  completely  routed.  The  men  of  my  com¬ 
mand  fought  most  bravely  throughout  the  day,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
single  out  from  among  the  ofticers  individual  cases  of  gallantry  Avhen 
all  did  so  well.  My  casualties  on  this  day,  as  well  as  on  all  others,  Avill 
be  found  in  a  separate  report  accompanying  this.  Judging  from  the 
enemy’s  killed  and  wounded  left  on  the  field,  his  loss  must  have  been 
severe;  upward  of  200  left  in  our  hands  Avere  wounded  by  tlui  saber 
alone. 

I)e(*ember  5,  Ave  marched  from  Alexander  to  Jacksonborough,  cover¬ 
ing  the  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Cor})s.  December  6,  Colonel 
Murray  (First  Brigade^)  marched  to  S])ilngfield,  moving  in  rear  of  the 
TAventieth  Army  Cor])s.  The  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Atkins)  moved 
to  Hudson’s  Ferry.  December  7,  Avhen  near  Sister’s  Ferry,  the  Ninth 
Mic.higan  Cavalry  ((Jolonel  Acker),  acting  as  i*ear  guard  to  the  Second 
Brigade,  I’eceived  and  repulsed  an  attack  made  by  Eerguson’s  cavalry. 
Decend)er  8,  Second  Brigades  (crossed  Elxuiezer  (  ’rexk,  and  the  Avhole 
comiiiand  unit(*d  on  th(‘ Monteith  road,  ten  mih^s  south  of  Si)ringlield. 
From  this  point  the  command  moved  in  r(‘aT  of  S(wenteenth  Army 
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Corps,  (letaciiments  covering  tke  rear  of  several  army  corps,  till  the 
army  reached  the  rebel  lines  and  commenced  the  investment  of  Savan¬ 
nah  .  December  13,  my  command  crossed  the  Ogeechee  and  Oannonchee 
Rivers,  and  marched  to  attack  and  capture  Fort  McAllister.  Striking 
distance  had  already  been  reached,  a  reconnaissance  made,  and  all  requi¬ 
site  information  gained,  when,  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  wish  of 
the  general-in-chief,  I  abandoned  my  designs  of  attack,  andAvith  my  com¬ 
mand  moved  to  reconnoiter  Saint  Catherine’s  Sound  and  open  up  com¬ 
munication  with  onr  fleet.  This  Avas  accomplished  before  10  o’clock  the 
same  day  on  which  Fort  McAllister  fell.  December  16,  the  command 
returned  to  the  Aucinity  of  King’s  Bridge  and  Avent  into  camp,  j)icket- 
ing  the  Cannonchee  and  country  in  direction  of  the  Altamaha.  Decem¬ 
ber  17,  Colonel  Atkins,  Avith  upward  of  2,000  men  of  my  command, 
moA  ed,  in  conjunction  Avith  a  division  of  infantry  under  General  Mower, 
to  destroy  a  i^ortion  of  the  Gulf  railroad,  and,  if  possible,  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Altamaha.  Diflicult  approaches,  and  a  strong  force 
of  the  enemy  AA^hich  could  not  be  dislodged,  prevented  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  latter.  The  railroad,  hoAvever,  Avas  very  thoroughly  de¬ 
stroyed  and  the  command  returned  to  camp.  December  21,  the  enemy 
evacuated  Savannah,  the  army  occupied  the  city,  and  the  operations  of 
the  cavalry  closed. 

In  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  in  making  the 
diversions  in  them  indicated,  some  mistakes  may  have  been  made;  yet  I 
believe  that  the  principal  operations  and  diversions  required  of  the  caA^- 
alry  have  been,  throughout  the  march,  successfully  accomplished.  Cer¬ 
tainly  it  is  a  fact,  that  not  once  has  the  enemy’s  cavalry  been  able  to 
reach  the  train  or  flank  of  one  of  our  many  infantry  columns.  We  have 
three  times  crossed  from  left  to  right,  and  right  to  left,  in  front  of  our 
armjq  and  liaA  e  marched  uxjward  of  oil  miles  since  the  11th  of  Novem¬ 
ber;  have  destroyed  11,007  bales  of  cotton,  271  cotton  gins,  and  much 
other  Auiluable  property;  have  captured  two  3-inch  rifled  guns,  and  have 
them  noAv  in  use;  captured  and  destroyed  865  stand  of  small-arms ;  liaA^e 
taken  upAvard  of  500  prisoners,  and  killed,  wounded,  and  disabled  not 
less  than  1,500  of  the  enemy.  We  have  lost  1  officers  killed,  6  wounded, 
and  2  missing;  31  men  killed,  153  wounded,  and  166  missing. 

Before  closing  my  remarks  I  desire  to  make  favorable  mention  of 
my  brigade  commanders.  Colonels  Murray  and  Atkins.  Both  haA  e  at 
all  times  faithfully  ])erformed  the  responsible  duties  that  have  devolved 
upon  them.  Always  on  duty,  attentive  to  orders,  energetic,  skillful, 
and  brave;  both  are  educated  gentlemen  and  accomplislied  cavalry 
soldiers;  both  merit  promotion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sanderson  and  his  regiment.  Tenth  Ohio  CaA^alry, 
at  East  Macon;  Colonel  Acker  and  his  regiment.  Ninth  Michigan,  and 
Colonel  Jones,  Eighth  Indiana,  Avhen  cut  off  and  surrounded  near 
Waynesborough;  Colonel  Heath  and  his  regiment,  the  Fifth  Ghio,  at 
Buck  Head  Creek  ;  the  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  \"an  Buskirk;  the  Ninth  rennsyh'ania,  (h)lonel  Jordan ; 
the  Third  Kentucky,  Lieutenant-t'olonel  King;  Tcmth  Ohio,  Ninth  Oliio, 
and  Ninth  Mmhigaii  CaAmlry,  at  Waynesborough,  December  d,  have  all, 
at  the  Auirious  ])laces  mentioned,  behaved  most  handsomely,  and 
attracted  my  specaal  attention.  The  Second  Iventucky  Cavalry,  Caj)- 
tain  Forman,  although  but  a  detachment,  at  Buck  Head  (h(‘ek  and  at 
^\hlynesborough,  did  tlie  duty  of  a  icgiment,  and  desiaves  tlu'  highest 
praise. 

Caiflain  Beebe,  commanding  the  artillery,  and  his  lieutenants.  Stet¬ 
son,  Fowler,  and  ('lark,  liaAi*.  ])erformed  their  duty  avcII  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  their  immediate  commanders.  , 
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1  cannot  speak  too  liiglily  of  the  conduct  of  my  staff.  Through  the 
exertions  of  Captains  Dunbar  (assistant  quartermaster)  and  Brooklield 
(commissary  of  subsistence)  my  command  has  always  been  well  sup¬ 
plied.  Doctor  Wise  (surgeon-iu- chief  of  division),  Captains  Brink  (in¬ 
spector-general),  Day  (provost-marshal),  and  my  aides,  Captain  Hayes 
and' Lieutenants  Hollingsworth,  Oliver,  Fuller,  and  Griffin,  have  eacli, 
in  their  respective  idaces,  more  than  fulfilled  my  expectations.  (Cap¬ 
tain  Estes,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  deserves  special  notice,  not 
only  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  eminent  duties  but  for  his  reckless 
daring  and  invaluable  assistance  in  every  skirmish  and  engagement. 
This  officer  deserves  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  he  may  be  i)romoted. 

Accomi)anying  this  report  will  be  found  a  nominal  list  of  killed, 
woundecf,  and  missing,*  also  xirovost-marshaPs  statement  of  captures 
and  ])roperty  destroyed.  I  also  inclose  the  reports  of  my  brigade  and 
regimental  commanders,  which  I  resiDectfully  request  may  be  taken  as 
l)art  of  this  my  official  rex^ort. 

Besx)ectfully  submitted. 

J.  KILPATBICK, 

Brigadier- Gencraly  Commanding  Cavalry, 

E.  B.  Beaumont, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Cavalry  Corps. 

(Dux)licate  to  Cax^t.  L.  M.  Dayton,  aide-de-camx^  to  General  Sherman.) 


Report  of  prisoners  of  tear  captured  and  property  captured  and  destroyed 

by  Third  Cavalry  Division  during  the  campaign  terminating  with  the 

oceupation  of  Savannah. 

Xovemher  14-Deeember  14. — 233  xjrisoners  of  war  (1  colonel,  1  major, 
4  cai)tains,  7  lieutenants,  220  enlisted  men). 

November  16. — 2  cannon,  Rodman,  with  carriages,  and  100  rounds 
ammunition. 

November  16. — 3  caissons,  cax)tured  at  Jonesborough  and  burned. 

November  15. — 140  stand  small-arms,  cax)tured  from  xhckets. 

November  16. — 175  stand  small-arms,  cax)tured  at  Lovejoy’s,  Ga. 

December  4. — 550  stand  small-arms,  <5ax)turedat  Waynesborough,  Ga. 

November  16. — 4  boxes  fixed  ammunition  for  3-incli  regulation  gun, 
destroyed. 

Novetnber  2<s. — 1  battle-fiag  of  Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry,  cax)tured  at 
Waynesborough,  Ga. 

November  — 4  miles  Macon  and  Savannah  Railroad  destroyed  at, 

above,  and  below  Griswold,  Ga. 

November  26'. — 3  miles  Milieu  and  Augusta  Railroad  destroyed  at, 
above,  and  below  Waynesborough,  Ga. 

November  2/. — 1  wat(*r-tank,  13  railroad  cars,  3  sets  engine  drivers, 
12  car  wheels,  20  tons  wrought  iron  destroyed  at  Griswold,  Ga. 

November  26. — 8  railroad  cars  and  1  engine  destroyed  at  Waymvsbor- 
ough,  Ga. 

November  14-December  14. — 14,070  bales  cotton,  12,000  bushels  corn, 
80  tons  fodder,  30  grist-mills,  27  saw-mills,  271  cotton  gins,  100  hides, 
burned  during  the  camx)aign. 

November  16. — 500  bushels  corn  meal  and  50  barrels  inolass(‘s,  lebel 
commissary  stonvs,  destroyed  at  Jonesborough,  Ga. 

*  Noniiiwil  list  )  shows  ?>  oriii^ers  jiiul  V2  men  killtMl  and  15  odicers  and  M3 

men  wounded;  total  1G5. 
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November  — 1  pistol  factory,  1  soap  factory,  1  cajidlc  factory,  1 
foimdry,  in  employ  of  rebel  Government,  400  boxes  soap,  destroyed  at 
Griswold,  Ga.;  12  wagons  and  carts,  and  1  wagon  load  carpenters’ 
tools.  Government  property,  destroyed  at  Griswold,  Ga. ;  1  slioe-black- 
ing  factory  destroyed  at  Griswold,  Ga. 

November  26. — 1  wagon  shop  destroyed  at  Wayuesboroiigli,  Ga.;  1 
railroad  bridge  over  Brier  Greek  destroyed,  1  bridge  over  Big  Ogee- 
cliee  at  Flat  Shoals  destroyed. 

November  21. — 1  station-house  destroyed  at  Griswoldville,  Ga. 

November  24. — 25  barrels  salt  destroyed  at  Waynesborongh,  Ga. 

November  2. — 1  bridge  over  Little  Ogeechee  destroyed. 

1  certify  that  the  above  report  is  correct.  * 

W.  II.  DAY, 

Coptain  and  Provost-Man-ihalj  Third  Cavalry  Division. 

a  I>  D  A’W  1)  A  . 

Hdqks.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  llavannah,  December  20,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick, 

Commandiny  Cavalry  Divisio7i,  Army  of  Georyla  : 

General:  I  have  read  with  pleasure  your  report  just  received,  as 
well  as  those  of  yonr  brigade  commanders.  I  beg  to  assure  yon  that 
the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  yonr  command  have  been  skillful 
and  eminently  successful.  As  you  correctly  state  in  your  report,  you 
handsomely  feigned  on  Forsyth  and  Macon;  afterward  did  all  that  was 
possible  toward  the  rescue  of  our  prisoners  at  Milieu,  which  failed  sim¬ 
ply  because  the  prisoners  were  not  there;  and  I  Avill  here  state,  that  you 
may  have  it  over  my  signature,  that  you  acted  wisely  and  well  in  draw¬ 
ing  back  from  Wheeler  to  Louisville,  as  I  had  instructed  you  not  to 
risk  yonr  cavalry  command;  and  subsequently  at  Thomas’  Station, 
Waynesborongh,  and  Brier  Creek,  you  whipped  a  superior  cavalry 
torce,  and  took  from  Wheeler  all  chance  of  boasting  over  you.  But  the 
fact  that  to  you,  in  a  great  measure,  we  owe  the  march  of  four  strong- 
infantry  columns,  with  heavy  trains  and  wagons,  over  300  miles, 
through  an  enemy’s  country,  Avithont  the  loss  of  a  single  Avagon  and 
without  the  annoyance  of  cavalry  dashes  on  our  flanks,  is  honor  enough 
for  any  cavalry  commander. 

I  Avill  retain  your  report  for  a  few  days,  that  I  may  in  my  report  use 
some  of  your  statistics,  and  then  Avill  forward  it  to  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  Avhen  1  will  indorse  your  recommendations  and  make  such  others 
as  I  may  consider  necessary  and  proper. 

I  am,  truly,  your  friend. 

W.  T.  HilEKMAX, 
Major-Generaf  Commandiny. 


Ko.  144. 

Report  of  Col.  Eli  H.  Murray,  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  conwiandiny 

Fimt  Rriyade. 

II DDRS.  First  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  JIivision, 

Near  iSavatinah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  tjie  honoi*  to  report  tliat  tlie  First  Brigade,  Tliird 
Cavali-y  DiAision,  Military  Dixision  of  (lie  Mississippi,  composed  of 
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Ninth  Peimsylvnnia,  Fifth  Kentucky,  Eighth  Indiana,  and  Tliiid  and 
Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  left  Marietta  at  8  a.  in.  Noveuiber  14,  to 
follow  our  indomitable  leaders  through  the  Confederacy  to  the  ocean; 
camped  four  miles  southwest  of  Atlanta.  November  15,  moved  at 
b  a.  m.;  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  from  Jonesborough,  capturing 
three  caissons  tilled  with  ammunition;  this  was  accomplished  by  the 
Eighth  Indiana  and  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry.  November  16,  marched 
at  8.30  a.  m. ;  struck  the  enemy  two  miles  from  Lovejoy’s  Station,  in  force, 
behind  iutrenchments  with  artillery.  The  Eighth  Indiana  and  Third 
Kentucky,  dismounted,  moved  upon  the  works,  which  were  taken  pos¬ 
session  of  by  the  Eighth  Indiana.  The  Third  Kentucky,  mounting, 
made  a  most  brilliant  and  successful  saber  charge,  resulting  in  a  total 
demoralization  of  the  enemy,  and  the  capture  of  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  engagement  also  furnished  us  with  42  prisoners.  The  Second 
Kentucky,  Captain  Forman,  coming  up  after  the  charge,  pushed  on, 
but  only  to  find  the  enemy  straggling.  November  17,  marched  at  8 
o’clock;  encamped  four  miles  southwest  of  Jackson.  November  18, 
marched  at  8  a.m.;  camped  near  Cork;  the  Fifth  Kentucky  crossing 
the  Ocmulgee  Eiver,  succeeded  in  capturing  125  horses  and  mules. 
November  19,  marched  at  midnight;  crossed  the  Ocmulgee  on  pontoons 
at  Planters’  Factory;  the  Second  Kentucky  was  left  to  protect  the 
division  supply  train;  camped  fourteen  miles  from  Clinton;  the  Ninth 
Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Jordan,  making  a  detour  to  the  right,  obtained 
valuable  information  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  about 
Macon.  November  20,  marched  to  Clinton,  participating  in  the  demon¬ 
stration  that  day  made  by  our  command  on  Macon;  Captain  Hancock, 
of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  with  100  men,  making  a  demonstration, 
attacking  and  gallantly  combating  two  rebel  regiments,  to  the  right  of 
our  line  of  march  on  Macon;  withdrawing  from  before  Macon,  camped 
near  Griswoldville.  November  21,  took  position  at  Griswoldville ; 
skirmished  mildly  all  day,  being  in  position,  tearing  up  track,  destroy¬ 
ing  a  pistol  anJ  soap  factory  of  much  value  to  the  enemy;  encamiied 
three  miles  from  Griswoldville.  November  22,  the  pickets  of  the  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  at  early  morn  were  attacked  and  finally  driven  back  to 
the  encampment  of  the  brigade,  where  this  regiment  for  some  time  was 
earnestly  engaged;  the  regiment  fought  well  an  enemy  greatly  su¬ 
perior  ill  numbers.  Their  gallantry,  stern  resistance,  and  well-timed 
charge,  baffled  the  enemy  in  what  he  supposed  would  prove  to  them  a 
successful  attack.  Making  preparations  to  attack  with  my  whole  forc(‘, 
received  orders  to  withhold  in  order  to  allow  the  infantry  column  of 
General  Walcutt  to  show  themselves,  moving  in  the  direction  of  Gris- 
woldvillc  and  Macon.  The  Fifth  Kentucky,  with  General  Kilpatrick, 
made  a  demonstration  to  the  rear  of  th(‘  enemy’s  line  of  battle.  This 
was  the  day  of  magnificent  behavior  and  splendid  fighting  of  General 
Walcutt’s  brigade,  of  General  Woods’  division,  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
(hu  ps.  During  the  day,  Avhen  th(‘  enemy,  Avith  greatly  superior  num¬ 
bers,  made  such,  repeated  and  determined  attacks  upon  General  Wal¬ 
cutt,  I  took  the  responsibility  of  moving  from  earn]!  with  two  regiments, 
phndng  them,  oiu‘  on  each  flank  of  our  force  then  engaged,  Avhich,  at  that 
tiiiKs  Avms  in  imminent  danger  of  being  turned. 

NoA'ember  23,  marclied  to  (iordon  and  en(*am])ed.  Novembm'  21, 
mai'ched  to  Milledgevill(‘;  received  rations;  thence  across  the  Oconee 
eight  miles,  beginning  our  movement  to  strike  the  Augusta  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Pailroad.  November  25,  marched  at  8  a.  m.,  reaching  tin*  factory 
at  ()ge(‘chee  Shoals.  Tin*  S(‘cond  Kentucky,  Avhich  had  rejoined  us,  in 
24  U  K — VOL  XLIY 
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advance  captured  a  picket-post  of  the  enemy  liere.  Traveled  this  day 
thirty  miles.  November  20,  marched  at  8  a.  m.;  traveled  twenty-eight 
miles,  camping  two  miles  and  a  half  south  of  Sylvan  Grove.  Here 
the  enemy  in  force,  uud(‘r  Wheelei-,  attacked  tlie  camp  of  the  Eighth 
Indiana  and  Second  Kentucky.  These  regiments,  under  Colonel  Jones, 
of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  spent  the  most  of  tlie  night  in  engaging  the 
enemy,  which  was  splendidly  and  successful!}^  done.  Convinced  that 
the  enemy  in  force  had  attacked  me,  took  up  i)osition  with  baiTicades 
foi*  my  entire  (*ommand.  At  tlie  approach  of  day  received  direct  orders 
to  commence  the  march.  The  withdrawal  of  the  Eighth  Indiana  and 
Second  Kentucky  was  ettect(‘d  under  heavy  tire  from  the  enemy.  The 
enemy,  attempting  to  follow,  were  eftectually  checked  liy  the  barricades 
of  the  Fifth  Kentucky  and  Lieutenant  Stetson  Avith  his  artillery.  At 
that  time  the  enemy,  covering  my  entire  front,  Avith  two  brigades  on 
my  left  Hank,  dared  not  attack.  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  Avithout 
the  least  difficulty  or  annoyance  from  tliem,  moving  in  th(‘  direction  of 
Waynesborough,  at  aa  hich  point  we  struck  the  railroad,  and  at  night¬ 
fall  camped  upon  it,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  the  direction  of  Milieu. 
The  enemy  having  followed  the  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade  all  day,  we 
had  every  reason  to  expect  an  attack  here;  therefore  took  up  a  strong 
position  of  tAAm  barricaded  lines;  the  Third  Kentucky,  Eighth  Indiana, 
and  the  Fifth  Kentucky  in  the  first  line:  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  and 
Second  Kentucky  holding  the  second  one,  my  flanks  being  ay  ell  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  railroad  on  the  right  and  a  large  pond  on  the  left.  Not 
long  after  ayc  AYere  prepared  did  we  AYait;  before  11  o'clock  the  pickets 
and  our  entire  skirmish  line  AYere  driven  in,  and  before  midnight  they 
had  completely  enveloped  our  line  and  made  a  charge  upon  our  works. 
From  that  until  dawn  six  diflerent  and  distinct  charges  were  made  u])on 
our  lines;  six  difterent  times  did  they  meet  with  bloody  repulses.  This 
AYas  the  second  night  that  my  command  had  been  engaged,  and  tor  sev¬ 
eral  days  had  been  making  long  marches.  The  enemy,  by  reason  of 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  were  unable  to  ascertain  our  i)osition  only 
by  Amlleys  they  received  from  our  Spencer  rifles  and  carbines.  At  times 
they  rushed  within  thirty  yards  of  our  barricades,  Avith  loud  huzzahs  of 
“  Hunt  their  damned  barricades,”  Go  for  them,”  We’ll  show  you  how 
to  desolate  our  homes  and  burn  our  towns.”  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  this  fight  Avas  one  of  immense  disaster  to  them  in  killed 
aTid  AYounded.  Lieutenant  Stetson,  with  his  artillery  at  short  range, 
used  four  guns;  he  never  fires  but  Avhat  he  makes  an  impression  upon 
the  enemy.  Part  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  notwithstanding 
our  constant  Avork  with  the  enemy,  was  engaged  in  tearing  u])  the  rail¬ 
road.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  1,  at 
daylight,  AYithdrew,  marching  in  the  direction  of  Louisville. 

Tills  Avas  a  day  of  unusual  actiAuty.  The  charge  made  by  that  most 
ex(*elleiit  officer,  Gapt.  John  A.  P.  Glore,  with  his  battalion  of  the  Fifth 
Kentucky,  and  the  engagements  of  the  Eighth  Indiana  and  Ninth 
^Michigan  that  morning,  was  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  general 
(‘ommandiug  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  those  engaged.  My  com¬ 
mand  formed  the  rear.  This  day  the  enemy  seemed  (letermineil  to  do 
something.  The  greater  portion  of  our  command  haAdng  crossed  Buck 
Head  Creek,  they  conceiA  ed  the  plan  of  cutting  off  and  entirely  destroy¬ 
ing  that  portion,  AYhich,  as  yet,  had  not  crossed.  In  this,  however,  they 
AYere  sadly  mistaken.  Gaining  a  flitting  advantage  by  reason  of  their 
h(‘avy  flanking  columns,  the  next  moment  fonnd  tliem  disaiipointed, 
discomfited,  and  retii  ing.  The  Second  and  Tliird  Kentucky,  our  rear, 
bore  the  In  nnt  of  this  attack.  The  Fifth  Kentucky,  (piickly  into  line, 
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the  jS'intli  Pennsylvania  and  artillery  into  position,  the  enemy  did  not 
see  proper  to  make  farther  advances,  when  we  marched  across  the  bridge. 
Here  we  found  Colonel  Heath,  with  his  Fifth  Ohio,  and  two  howitzers 
in  splendid  i)ysition,  covering  the  bridge,  ready  to  give  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception  and  burn  the  bridge,  both  of  which  they  afterward  did. 
Moving  on  some  three  miles,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding 
we  halted,  went  into  position,  bnilt  barricades,  and  in  every  way  pre¬ 
pared  to  whip-  the  enemy,  who  had  tor  tAvo  days  been  annoying  onr  rear 
battalions,  and  for  two  nights  had  called  my  entire  command  from  their 
blankets  to  give  them  repulses.  The  enemy,  only  delayed  by  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  the  bridge,  soon  effected  a  crossing  at  another  point  and  were 
before  us.  They  made  a  most  handsome  attack,  first  on  our  center,  then 
on  our  extreme  right,  and  afterward  on  our  left,  each  one  of  Avhich  was 
beautifully  repulsed.  HaAung  accomi)lished  that  for  Avhich  we  halted, 
by  direction  of  the  general  commanding  we  remounted  and  resumed 
the  march.  Hoping  to  take  some  prisoners,  by  my  direction  Captain 
Beggs,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  directed  Colonel  Baldwin, 
commanding  Fifth  Kentucky,  to  move  into  the  woods  to  our  left,  whence 
a  portion  of  the  rebels  who  charged  our  left  had  fled.  This,  however. 
Colonel  Baldwin  failed  to  do.  Marched  and  encamped  within  ten  miles 
of  Louisville,  the  enemy  no  longer  showing  themseh^es.  Xovember  29, 
marched  at  a.  m.  to  Big  Creek,  near  Louisville;  caui])ed  near  Louis¬ 
ville.  November  30,  remained  in  camp. 

December  1,  marched  at  10.30  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Wayues- 
borough.  Found  the  enemy,  two  brigades  strong,  Avithin  four  miles. 
After  a  stubborn  fight,  routed  him.  The  action  Avas  brought  on  by 
Alaj.  C.  T.  Cheek,  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  a  gallant  and  experienced 
ofiicer.  Colonel  BaldAvin,  with  the  rest  of  his  regiment,  the  Fifth 
Kentucky,  moving  forward  to  the  fight,  was  soon  engaged.  Colonel 
Jones,  AA’ith  his  Eighth  Indiana,  pushed  forward,  with  one  battalion  on 
each  flank  of  the  Fifth  and  the  third  one  up  to  their  line.  They  aa  ent 
up  in  handsome  style,  met  and  engaged  the  enemy  Avith  the  Fifth,  Avho 
at,  that  time  Avas  being  heavy  pressed.  Moving  forward,  we  encamped 
three  miles  beyond.  December  2,  marched  at  7  o’clock.  Found  the 
enemy  at  Kocky  Creek  Church.  He  was  charged  and  driven  across 
the  creek  by  Major  Breathitt,  Avith  his  battalion  of  the  Third  Ken¬ 
tucky  Cavalry,  Captain  Thomas,  Avith  his  battalion  of  the  Third  Ken¬ 
tucky,  crossing  the  creek,  charging  the  enemy  behind  barricades,  and, 
together  with  a  battalion  of  the  Ififth  Ohio,  put  the  enemy  to  flight. 
Traveled  fifteen  miles  and  encamped.  December  3,  marched  to  Tomp¬ 
kins’  [Thomas’]  Station.  December  4,  Wheeler  Avith  his  entire  force  being 
at  Waynesborough,  five  miles  distant,  by  direction  of  the  general  com¬ 
manding,  my  command  stripped  for  battle,  and  with  our  division  moved 
to  attack  and  rout  him.  The  Se(*ond  Brigade,  in  advance,  my  command 
in  a  second  line  within  su])porting  distance,  attacked  and  drove  him 
to  the  town.  Receiving  orders  from  General  Kilpatrick  to  take  the 
rown,  the  Second  Brigade,  having  had  their  share,  wheeled  out  of  the 
road,  and  1  moved  forward  to  do  so.  The  enemy  held  splendid  posi¬ 
tions.  The  ai)proaclies  to  the  toAA  n  Avere  difficult,  by  reason  of  a  stream 
almost  impassable,  save  by  the  main  road  or  railroad.  The  Third 
Kentucky  pushing  across,  Avent  into  position  on  the  right,  under  a  lieavy 
fire,  th(‘.  Ninth  Pennsylvania  forming  on  the  left.  In  the  meantime  tlm 
Fighth  Indiana  (dismounted)  moved  across  tlie  stream,  tlirough  tlie 
SAvamp;  Lieutenant  Stetsoji,  AAuth  his  artillery,  and  (Jolonel  BaldAviii, 
with  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  in  i>osition  on  the  soutli  side*  of  t]u‘ stream. 
The  Second  Kentucky  ordered  to  IoHoaa'  Avithin  su))porting  distance  of 
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the  tirst  line.  The  Third  Kentucky,  charging  on  the  right,  found  the 
enemy  in  barricades,  and  were  subjected  to  a  tire  from  front  and  dank. 
TTie  Kinth  Pennsylvania,  pushing  on  the  left,  struck  the  enemy,  reliev¬ 
ing  the  Third  Kentucky  from  the  dank  dre.  These  •two  regiments 
])ushed  forward  in  magnidcent  style.  The  Eighth  Indiana  and  Second 
Kentucky  moving  up  inch  by  inch,  the  enemy  were  driven  through  the 
town,  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  and  Third  Kentucky  pressing  the  enemy 
heavily.  The  ai)])earance  of  the  Eighth  Indiana  (dismounted),  and  the 
charge  of  the  Second  Kentucky,  vSeut  the  enemy,  panic-stricken,  from 
the  deld.  His  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  was  heavy,  and 
saved  themselves  from  still  more  serious  slaughter  by  deeing  to  the 
woods.  Having  taken  full  ])OSsession  of  the  town  and  from  one  to  two 
miles  in  all  directions,  the  Fifth  Kentucky  was  ordered  up,  and  pushed 
on  the  Augusta  road,  which  the  majority  of  the  commaiid  of  Wheeler 
had  taken,  following  him  closely  until  he  had  crossed  Brier  Creek. 
This  was  a  most  magnidcent  dght.  Each  regiment  did  nobly  its  ])art, 
conclusively  showing  by  the  manner  in  which  they  fought  that  nothing 
less  than  a  complete  rout  to  the  enemy  would  be  the  result  of  the  day’s 
battle.  The  Third  Kentucky  lost  heavily  in  the  engagement  by  reason 
of  the  barricades,  which  they  most  determinedly  attacked  and  carried. 
Aside  from  the  good  resultingfrom  the  victory  itself,  the  enemy  seemed 
to  be  convinced  that  the  destination  of  the  army  of  General  Sherman 
was  Augusta,  whence  they  continued  to  tiee.  Taking  the  Alexander 
road  encamped  a  distance  of  dve  miles. 

December  o,  marched  at  7  o’clock,  traveling  twenty-two  miles  j  en¬ 
camped  at  Jacksonborough.  December  6,  marched  through  Sylvan i a 
to  the  Middle  Ground  road;  covered  the  rear  of  the  Twentieth  Army 
Corps,  moving  on  Springfield;  encamped,  having  traveled  twenty- 
four  miles.  During  the  day  a  scouting  party  from  the  Ninth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  attacked  in  the  rear,  and  entirely  dispersing  it,  a  small  advance 
guard  of  the  rebel  General  Ferguson,  whose  column  was  moving  on 
this  road.  Changing  his  course,  however,  he  attacked  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  which  was  moving  in  the  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corjis.  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  marched  at  9  a.  m.,  traveling  eleven  miles.  December  8,  marched 
at  10  a.  m.  through  Springfield;  camped  at  12  m.  The  marches  of  De¬ 
cember  6,  7,  and  8  in  the  rear  were  hard  ones,  by  reason  of  the  swamps, 
rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  march  of  an  army  corps  over  them. 
1  lecember  9,  marched  at  9  a.  m. ;  passed  to  the  rear  of  Seven  teentli  Army 
('orps;  canpied  eleven  miles  northwest  of  Savanuah,  having  traveled 
twenty-two  miles.  December  10,  marched  at  9  a.  m.  in  the  direction  ot 
Savannah;  traveled  four  miles  and  encamped.  December  11,  marched 
at  7  o’ckx'k.;  passed  along  the  canal  and  to  the  right  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps;  traveled  twenty  miles  and  encamped  ten  miles  southwest 
of  Savannah.  December  12,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
McAllister;  camx^ed  at  McAllister’s  plantation.  December  13,  marched 
at  7  a.  m.  to  MidAvay.  The  rebel  Colonel  Hood,  commanding  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  McIntosh,  Liberty,  and  Screven,  was 
greatly  discomfited  by  our  presence.  His  men,  stationed  at  Sun- 
bery,  Dorchester,  and  Piceborough,  and  Station  No.  3,  were  totally 
demoralized  and  tied,  reckless  of  organization,  to  the  Altamaha 
bridge,  whenever  atta(;ked.  This  gave  us  free  access  to  the  ocean. 
Capt.  E.  A.  Hancock,  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  with  120  men  from  the  bri¬ 
gade,  xmshed  his  way  to  the  Artamaha  bridge,  and,  although  not 
able  to  destroy  the  bridge  itself,  bui  iuMl  (dfectually  a  long  trestle, 
three-(iuartors  ol'  a  mile,  and  other  ])arts  of  the  track.  Just  tliis  side, 
rendering  by  this  the  bri(lge  useless  to  the  enemy.  Iveturned,  bringing 
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with  liiiii  to  camp  17  ])i  i.s()iicrs.  llcceiiibcr  11,  remained  in  cainx). 
December  15,  marched  in  the  direction  of  King’s  Bridge.  December 
16,  marched  and  went  into  camp,  two  miles  southwest  of  King’s  Bridge. 

From  Sunbery,  our  fleet,  to  be  seen  in  the  distance,  brings  to  an  end 
this  meager  outline  of  the  operations  of  the  brigade  it  was  my  honor  to 
command  in  its  passage  through  the  Confederacy  and  its  many 
engagements  from  Atlanta  to  the  ocean. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  render  unto  all,  individually,  that  praise 
which  is  due  them.  All  so  well  have  done  their  part,  so  nobly  fought, 
a  nation’s  gratitude  is  due  them. 

In  regimental  commanders  the  brigade  has  been  extremely  fortunate. 
I  would  beg  before  closing  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  list, 
especially  mentioned,  of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  Avhose 
gallantry  has  come  under  my  special  notice,  and  who  have  rendered  dis¬ 
tinguished  services  throughout  the  campaign,  namely:  Col.  Thomas  J. 
Jordan,  Kinth  Pennsylvania,  and  Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  Jones,  Eighth 
Indiana,  for  their  ability  and  skill  as  cavalry  commanders  and  their 
ready  anticipations  of  orders;  Capt.  A.  Cr.  Sloo  and  Lieutenant  Kelly, 
Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  for  their  gallant  conduct  in  the  charge  at 
Lovejoy’s,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I 
also  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  gallantry  of  Capt.  E.  V.  Brook¬ 
field,  commissary  of  subsistence.  Third  Cavalry  IJivision,  in  this  charge; 
(Japtain  Crowell,  of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  for  gallantry  on  two  diflerent 
occasions  in  charging  the  enemy;  Capt.  E.  A.  Hancock,  Ninth  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  throughout  the  cam¬ 
paign;  Lieut.  McJ.  Havis,  of  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Bryan,  Fifth  Kentucky,  for  their  gallantry  in  charging  the 
enemy  at  Buck  Head  Creek;  Hergeant  Emery,  Comx)any  H,  Sergeant 
Pepper,  Company  L,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  Sergt.  James  H. 
Taylor,  commissary  sergeant.  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  for  their  gal¬ 
lant  behavior  on  different  occasions. 

To  the  efficient,  energetic,  and  braA^e  officers  com^AOsing  my  staff, 
Avhose  duties  throughout  the  whole  campaign  have  been  most  arduous, 
Avho  liaA^e  been,  exiAosed  to  lire  in  every  engagement,  L  would  ten¬ 
der  my  heartfelt  thanks.  Therefore,  to  you  I  commend  Ca])t.  James 
Leggs,  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general; 
('apt.  Samuel  Lyon,  Second  Kentucky  (.'aA^alry,  acting  assistant  in¬ 
spector-general;  Lieut.  H.  D.  Gorham,  Fiftli  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  P.  S.  Bruner,  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  aide- 
de-camp;  Lieut.  William  Waters,  Third  Kentucky  (JaA^alry,  proAOst- 
marshal;  Captain  Baker,  Eighth  Indiana,  acting  commissary  of  sub- 
sisten(!(‘,  and  Lieutenant  Winters,  Eighth  Imliana,  acting  ordnance 
otlic.er,  Avere  eA'cr  assiduously  at  work,  aside  from  tlnnr  regular  duties, 
in  almost  e\my  engagement. 

To  Maj.  B.  Fairleigh,  chief  surgeon  of  th(‘  brigade,  for  his  energy 
and  efficiency  displayed  in  the  care  of  our  Avounded,  1  tender  my 
thanks. 

To  Captain  Oflutt,  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  (‘ommanding  XAioneer 
cor])s,  for  his  promjflncss,  energy,  and  bravery,  I  am  much  indebted. 

To  Lieutenant  Stetson,  Tenth  Wisconsin  Battery,  commanding  his 
own  section  and  my  Iavo  i)ieces  captured  from  th(‘  enemy,  J  cannot 
thank  too  much;  throughout  ev(‘ry  engagement  h(‘  has  shoAvn  himself 
a  su])erior  artilhu'ist  and  a  brave  soldier.  Most  heartily  would  I  r(*c- 
ommend  him  for  ])romotion. 

Remembering  those  brav^e  (*a])tains,  we  deei)ly  jnonrn  the  loss  of 
Captains  Fori‘(*ster,  Fifth  Kentucky  ('avalry,  ami  White,  Third  K(mi- 
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tiicky  Cavalry,  wlio  so  gallautly  Ibuglit,  so  bi‘av<‘ly  died — tlu‘  tbnoer  at 
Muck  Head  Creek,  the  latter  at  Waynesborougli — falling  in  defense  of 
their  country  and  her  honor.  Sacred  will  be  their  remembrance  in  the 
hearts  of  their  comrades  and  many  friends. 

In  (,'onclusion  1  would  tender  to  Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  ^^inth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  j  Colonel  Baldwin,  Fifth  Kentucky;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones, 
Eighth  Indiana,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  King,  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
and  Oai)tains  Forman  and  Gilmore,  Second  Kentu(*ky  Cavalry,  my  heart¬ 
felt  thanks  for  the  hearty  co-operation  they  liave  ever  given  me,  and 
to  return  tlirough  them  to  the  brave  officers  and  men  of  their  different 
regiments  I  am  proud  to  command  that  heartfelt  gratitude  due  them. 
Feeling  assured  that  never  Avill  the  hour  come  Avhen  dishonor  Avill  be 
breathed  in  connection  with  the  First  Brigade,  but  that  each  day  and 
eA  ery  battle  will  but  serve  to  Avin  them  new  laurels  and  brighten  their 
fame,  1  again  return  to  theju  thanks  for  their  gallantry  and  soldierly 
bearing. 

For  list  of  casualties,  number  of  ]misoners  taken,  artillery  captured, 
«S:c.,  see  accompanying  report.*' 

Bespectfullv  submitted. 

E.  H.  MUKKAY, 

Co/.  Third  KenfmTff  CVer.,  Comdg.  1st  Brig.,  3d  Car.  ib'r.. 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

[Capt.  L.  G.  Estes, 

Assistant  Adjutan t-Ceneral.] 
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Report  of  Lient.  ('Ol.  Fielder  J.  Jones,  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Heaj)()UAKtei?s  Eighth  Indiana  (Javalry, 

December  Jf  1864. 

i  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry  left 
Marietta,  Ga.,  November  14,  1864,  Avith  36  officers  and  566  enlisted 
men.  The  horse  equipments  Avere  in  poor  condition,  as  also  were  many 
of  the  horses,  having  been  drawn  at  second-hand  and  nearly  Avorn  out 
by  long  and  hard  serAuce. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  NoAmmber  bnet  the  enemy  in  ])retty 
strong  force  with  artillery  behind  intrenchments  at  Jonesborough. 
After  some  pretty  severe  skirmishing,  Avith  the  co-operation  of  the 
Fifth  Kentucky,  Avhich  came  in  on  anotlier  road,  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  the  Avorks  and  out  of  toAvn,  we  picketing  for  the  night.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Snyder  and  one  enlisted  man  Avere  wounded.  On  the  16th,  being  in 
the  advance  of  the  division,  we  struck  the  enemy  a  few  miles  north  of 
LoAm joy’s;  drove  them  into  the  old  rebel  Avorks  at  that  place.  Oife 
battalion  of  the  Eighth,  dismounted,  under  Major  Gordon,  charged  and 
(piickly  carried  the  Avorks.  This  Avas  folloAA  ed  by  a  charge  of  the  entire 
brigade.  Our  route  Avas  blockaded  by  fallen  trees  and  other  obstruc¬ 
tions.  causing  us  to  fail  to  b(‘  “in  at  the  death,”  yet  Ave  captured  some 
prisoners.  Thence  marched  south  by  easy  marches,  capturing  a  few 
liorses  and  mules,  destroying  cotton  and  other  public  i)roperty.  Took 
no  part  in  the  attack  on  Macon;  skirmished  lightly  Avith  the  enemy  at 
GrisAvold.  31  arched  to  the  capital  of  Georgia ;  thence  to  Syhmn  GroA^e. 
At  the  last-named  iJace,  at  U  a.  in.  of  the  27th  of  NoA'ember,  this  regi- 
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luent,  being  isolated  from  the  division,  was  attacked  by  Wheeler’s  entire* 
force.  Three  heavy  charges  of  the  enemy  were  handsomely  repulsed* 
Heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  daylight,  when  we  were  with 
drawn  by  order  of  Colonel  Murray.  Marched  to  Waynesborough  and 
was  attacked  again  at  night  by  Wheeler.  Skirmished  all  night.  The 
consequence  was  my  men  were  sadly  in  need  of  rest  and  sleep. 

On  the  28th  was  detailed  to  cover  the  rear ;  marched  quietly  about 
three  miles,  when  the  rear  guard,  under  Major  Herring,  was  attacked 
by  a  strong  force.  I  quickly  disposed  the  balance  of  my  command  to 
cover  the  withdrawal  of  Major  Herring.  This  had  scarcely  been  done 
when  the  enemy  charged  our  hanks  in  several  columns,  and  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  throwing  a  heavy  force  on  the  road  between  my  command 
and  the  division.  At  one  time  our  position  was  perilous  in  the  extreme. 
The  regiment  was  sei)arated  by  the  hanking  columns  of  the  enemy 
into  four  detachments,  and  the  fog  was  so  dense  we  could  not  distin¬ 
guish  friend  from  foe  at  the  distance  of  twenty  x)a(*es.  Almost  every 
officer  in  the  regiment  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  each 
gallantly  discharged  his  duties.  Each  detachment  charged  the  enemy 
wherever  [met]  and  soon  cleared  the  road  and  hanks  and  extricated 
the  regiment  from  its  dangerous  x)osition  with  very  little  loss,  while  the 
enemy,  by  his  own  showing,  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  nearly  100  men, 
including  2  captains,  1  colonel,  and  General  Robertson  wounded.  Tlie 
regiment  was  relieved  by  Mnth  Michigan,  but  Companies  E  and  G, 
under  Major  Graham'^,  detached  accidentally  from  the  regiment, 
remained  with  the  rear  all  day,  and  at  the  church  near  Buck  Head 
Bridge  made  a  gallant  charge,  driving  the  enemy  several  hundred 
yards,  and  materially  aided  the  column  in  crossing  the  bridge.  My 
command  were  spectators  only  of  the  hght  at  Reynolds’  plantation,  being 
in  reserve.  After  the  battle  again  took  the  rear,  and  I  must  say  that 
that  night’s  march  was  the  most  severe  on  men  and  horses  I  ever 
ex])erienced,  and  there  was  no  earthly  cause  for  it,  except  carelessness 
of  coinx^any  commanders.  At  no  time  that  night  did  the  rear  march  over 
800  yards  Avithout  a  halt,  and  yet  the  road  Avas  good.  Got  into  camj) 
at  1.30  o’clock,  having  marched  eight  miles  in  eight  hours  and  a  half. 

December  1,  skirmished  Avith  the  enemy;  lost  1  man  killed,  2  seAwely 
wounded.  December  4,  took  part  in  the  battle  in  Waynesborough. 
Charged,  dismounted,  through  the  town,  and  aa  ith  the  infantry  imrsued 
the  routed  foe  to  near  Brier  Creek.  Marched  with  division  in  direction 
of  SaA’annah.  Pickets  were  attacked  at  Hpringfield.  ( 'aptains  CroAv- 
ell  and  Stanley  promptly  charged  and  routed  the  enemy,  killing 3  men, 
2  horses,  and  capturing  5  horses.  Near  Jacksonborough  Lieutenant 
McManaman,  Avith  a,  small  foraging  i)arty,  charged  a  detachment  of 
rebels,  causing  them  to  throw  doAvii  their  arms  and  abandon  their 
horses  and  seek  safety  in  the  swamps.  The  lieutenant  destroyed  12 
stand  of  arms  ami  caj)tured  12  horses.  ArriA  ed  in  camx)  near  King’s 
Bridge,  December  17,  18G4. 

HaA^e  no  complaints  to  make  of  offi(*ers.  They  did  their  duty  and 
liaA^e  my  thanks.  As  to  tin*  brava*  enlisted  men  of  Eighth  Indiana, 
they  IniA^e  sj)oken  for  themselves  by  heroic  action  on  many  a  bloody 
fiehl  and  ne(*d  no  eulogy  from  me. 

^Vith  a  tear  for  our  noble  dead,  a  prayer  for  the  s))(‘edy  recovery  of 
our  Avounded  and  tin*  safe  return  of  onr  captiAa's,  I  am,  (;a])tain,  very 
respectfullv, 

h\  A.  JONES. 

I/if^ufananf-i  ConutHatdi nff  iJIfflitli  Indiana  Carairij. 

Ca])t.  »I .  Beggs, 

Aci(j,  M.v.s'/.  Adji,  (ren.^  First  Jiriff.j  Third  Cavalry  Dir. 
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Beporfs  of  Capfs.  Joseph  T.  Forman  and  Boh$rf  M.  Gilmore^  Second 

Kentucly  Cava  Iry. 

HEADQT  AETERS  SECOND  KENTUCKA^  CAVALRA", 

Kiiufs  Bridge^  Ga.^  December  ^1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
meuts  and  actions  of  my  regiment  from  the  14th  of  November  to  Decem¬ 
ber  0 : 

November  14,  moved  with  the  brigade  from  Marietta,  Ga.,  in  the 
direction  of  Atlanta,  my  regiment  moving  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  No¬ 
vember  15,  the  brigade  moved  in  the  direction  of  Jonesborough,  my 
command  being  left  with ‘the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  in  rear  to  protect 
the  train.  November  16,  the  First  Brigade,  having  the  advance,  came 
in  contact  with  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  at  Lovejoy’s  Station  on  the 
West  Point  railroad.  Here  my  regiment  was  ordered  to  support  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  artillery.  Afterward  I  was  ordered  with  my  command  to  move 
forward  at  double-quick  to  support  the  Third  Kentucky,  which  in  the 
meantime  had  charged  the  rebels,  capturing  their  artillery  and  chasing 
them  some  four  or  live  miles.  My  regiment  then  took  tlie  advance, 
skirmishing  with  the  rebels  as  far  as  Bear  Creek  Station,  where  it  was 
ordered  to  halt,  rest  our  horses,  and  let  the  Se(5ond  Brigade  take  the 
advance.  November  17,  moved  on  the  Jackson  road  without  meeting 
with  any  resistance.  November  18,  moved  in  advance  of  the  brigade 
with  my  command  in  the  direction  of  Ocmulgee  Biver.  November  19, 
crossed  Ocmulgee  Biver  at  Ocmulgee  Mills,  where  I  received  orders  to 
take  my  regiment  and  guard  the  division  train  through  to  Milledge- 
ville.  Arriving  there  on  the  24th  received  orders  to  join  the  brigade, 
which  moved  in  the  direction  of  Sparta,  camping  some  eight  miles  from 
Milledgeville.  November  25,  my  regiment  moved  in  the  advance  on  the 
road  to  Ogeechee  Shoals  on  Ogeechee  Biver,  at  which  place  my  advance 
guard  surprised  a  i^arty  of  rebels,  capturing  eight  of  them,  also  twelve 
valuable  horses,  wluch  were  acceptable  about  that  time.  We  remained 
at  that  place  during  the  night. 

November  26,  my  regiment  was  left  in  the  rear  of  the  command  for 
the  purpose  of  burning  the  bridge  over  tlie  river,  also  a  large  factory 
and  mill.  We  then  moved  on  the  road  to  Augusta,  meeting  no  enemy. 
That  night  my  command,  with  the  Eighth  Indiana,  was  left  at  the  forks 
of  the  road  for  picket,  and  to  hold  that  i)osition  during  the  night.  At 
12  o’clock  we  Avere  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  surprising  our 
pickets  and  moving  directly  upon  our  cainiA.  After  being  repulsed 
some  four  or  live  times  they  concluded  to  Avait  until  daylight  before 
making  another  advance.  At  that  time  they  attacked  and  Avere  again 
re])ulsed.  Finding  that  they  could  not  moA^e  us  from  our  position  by 
attacking  in  front,  they  threw  a  heavy  column  on  our  Hanks.  Wliile 
they  A\  ere  making  this  movement  Colonel  Jones,  avIio  Avas  in  command, 
received  orders  to  retire  behind  the  barricades,  Avhich  Avere  built  near 
brigade  headquarters.  He  gave  me  orders  to  mount  my  regiment  and 
form  it  across  the  road;  after  his  command  passed  to  bring uj)  the  rear. 
Before  we  got  fully  mounted  and  moved  out  the  eneinj^  advanced,  firing 
upon  our  led  horses,  causing  some  little  confusion.  I  formed  my  com¬ 
mand  (after  the  Eighth  Indiana  had  ])assed),  moved  back  by  alternate 
platoons,  at  the  same  time  checking  tlie  rebel  advance  until  AA^e  arrived 
at  the  barricades,  Avhere  they  were  handsomely  r(‘])ulsed  and  driven 
off.  During  this  engagement  my  loss  was  1  man  captured,  1  mortally 
and  2  slightlj^  Avounded,  losing  also  several  horses  and  equipments. 
November  27,  Ave  moved  on  the  road  to  Wayncsborough,  leaving  tin* 
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Second  Brigade  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  Nothing  transpired 
througli  the  day,  and  Ave  went  into  cainj)  about  two  miles  from  Waynes- 
borough,  having  passed  through  toAvn.  In  accordance  Avith  orders  we 
built  barricades  for  the  piiri^ose  of  holding  the  enemy  in  check  during 
the  night.  They  made  several  attempts  through  the  night  to  driA  e  us 
from  our  lAOsition,  but  were  each  time  driven  back. 

November  28,  at  daylight  Ave  took  up  our  line  of  march  on  the  road 
leading  from  Waynesborough  to  LouisAulle,  the  enemy  folloAving  closely 
and  persistently  upon  our  rear,  at  the  same  time  throAving  heavy  col¬ 
umns  upon  our  flanks.  Alter  Ave  had  moved  about  five  miles  my  regi¬ 
ment  AA  as  ordered  to  build  barricades,  and  remain  there  until  the 
column  could  pass  and  bring  up  the  rear,  at  the  same  time  being  sup- 
l)Oi‘ted  by  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry.  After  the  column  had  i)assed, 
the  enemy  came  up  in  front  of  the  barricade.  I  opened  a  lieaA^y  fire 
upon  them,  driving  them  back  in  the  road.  They  then  commenced  a 
heaAy  hank  movement  upon  both  hanks  entirely  secreted  from  us  by  a 
thick  AA^oods.  Not  being. aware  of  this  movement,  I  remained  too  long 
at  the  barricades.  I  then  moved  back  across  an  open  field,  forming 
behind  different  barricades  that  Avere  built  in  my  rear,  at  the  same  time 
checking  the  rebel  column,  Avhich  was  adAmncing  in  the  road.  Directly 
the  enemy  made  their  appearance  upon  both  hanks  and  front,  cutting- 
off*  my  rear  from  the  command,  and  creating  some  confusion  by  firing 
upon  us  from  every  direction.  It  Avas  impossible  for  me  to  get  through 
Avithout  scattering  my  command,  as  there  was  a  large  SAvamp,  and 
miserable  road  to  move  on.  There  w  as  no  ])lace.in  the  road  for  a  mile 
where  we  could  find  open  ground  enough  to  form  a  line  to  check  the 
enemy’s  advance.  After  Ave  had  cut  through  and  came  to  where  Ave 
could  form,  the  men  Avere  easily  rallied,  formed,  and  the  enemy  driven 
back.  In  this  engagement  my  loss  Avas  2  commissioned  officers  and  14 
enlisted  men.  Lieutenant  Little  Avas  Avounded  and  captured  while  gal¬ 
lantly  doing  his  duty.  I  can  also  speak  very  highly  of  the  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Adams  during  the  engagement,  who  was  also  captured.  As 
far  as  I  can  learn,  out  of  the  14  enlisted  men  lost,  3  were  killed  and  I 
Avounded.  After  moving  some  little  distance  farther  ui)on  the  road, 
our  Avhole  column  Avas  halted  and  formed  in  order  of  battle,  and  an 
immense  barricade  built.  Here  the  enemy  made  a  bold  front,  throwing 
his  Avhole  column  forward  upon  us,  Avhen  they  Avere  suddenly  repulsed 
Avith  heavy  loss  by  our  artillery  and  dismounted  (*avalry.  They  Avere 
tliroAvn  into  confusion  and  driven  entirely  off*.  W(‘  (;am])ed  that  night 
about  tweKe  miles  from  Louisville,  the  enemy  concluding  it  Avould  be 
bad  policy  in  following  any  farther.  November  29,  my  command  moved 
Avith  the  brigade,  and  encamped  near  Louisville.  There  aa  e  joined  the 
infantry.  November  30,  remained  in  camp. 

December  1,  moA^ed  off*  on  the  road  leading  from  Louisville  to  Waynes- 
borough;  Ave  soon  again  met  the  enemy  in  force  on  that  road;  they 
charged  Avith  heavy  column  upon  our  advance,  but  Avere  repulsed.  My 
regiment  Avas  not  engaged  during  tlie  day.  December  2,  Ave  moved  in 
the  direction  of  ^Vaynesborough,  driving  the  enemy  before  us.  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  1  Avas  too  uiiAA^ell  to  remain  in  the  saddle  any  longer,  leaA'ing  the 
regiment  in  charge  of  Captain  Cilmore.  The  command  moA  ed  along 
the  railroad  and  Avent  into  camp  four  miles  from  Waynesborough. 

In  conclusion  it  is  ne(-essary,  and  but  just,  that  1  should  say  some¬ 
thing  concei  ning  the  conduct  of  my  regiment.  Much  ])raise  is  due  the 
ntlicers  and  men  of  my  command  for  the  manner  in  Avhich  they  have 
conducted  themselves  on  this  Aveary  and  tedious  cam])aign.  I  am  not 
aAvareofa  single  man,  either  officer  or  private  soldier,  Avho  deserves 
any  censure  on  my  part,  but  they  hav^e  at  all  times  ins[)ir(‘d  im*  Avith  a 
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great  deal  of  eoiitidenee  by  their  readiness  and  willingness  to  obey  my 
(mmniands.  Oapt.  K.  M.  Gilmore  has  proven  himself  to  be  a  gallant 
and  ehicient  officer,  being  ever  present  wdiere  duty  called  him. 

1  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  Lieut.  W.  C.  Adams  and  Louis  W. 
Little,  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  who  were  beneficial 
to  me  on  every  o(^casioii  wdiere  true  bravery  and  good  counsel  w^ere 
required. 

Sergeants  Foley,  Emery,  Pex)per,  and  Gilmore  are  worthy  the  praise 
due  good  soldiers,  and  I  would  recommend  them  for  promotion.  They 
have  each  been  in  command  of  a  company  since  leaving  Marietta. 
Yours,  verv  resi)ectfully,  &c., 

J.  T.  FORMAN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Begiment. 

December  4,  I  took  command  of  the  regiment,  as  Captain  Forman 
w^as  unable  longer  to  clo  duty.  We  moved  in  the  rear  of  the  ambulance 
train  toward  Waynesborough.  We  had  not  gone  very  far,  however, 
when  the  Second  Brigade  became  engaged  with  Wheeler’s  forces.  Our 
men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Atkins,  drove  them  from  one  i)osi- 
tion  to  another,  until  we  reached  a  point  on  the  railroad  about  one  mile 
from  town,  when  the  First  Brigade  relieved  the  Second  Brigade  and 
took  the  advance.  The  rebels  fought  Avith  determination,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  drive  them  from  the  position  they  had  liere  taken.  After 
the  Third  Kentucky  had  driven  them  from  behind  their  barricades  I 
was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Murray,  commanding  the  brigade,  w  ho 
wms  at  the  time  on  the  skirmish  line.  He  ordered  me  to  charge  througli 
town,  Avhich  order  I  obeyed  as  near  as  I  could.  While  charging, 
some  officer  without  my  knowledge  halted  tw  o  companies,  w  hich  was 
half  of  my  command,  and  sent  them  to  the  right.  This  left  me  wdtli 
fifty  or  sixty  men,  which  I  did  not  discover  until  I  came  upon  the  enemy 
beyond  town,  where  I  halted  and  formed  a  line.  We  remained  here  for 
a  feAV  hours,  and  marched  on  the  road  to  Savannah  some  six  or  seven 
miles,  and  Avent  into  camj).  My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  2  men 
Avounded  and  5  horses  killed.  December  5,  moved  with  the  brigade  in 
a  southeastern  direction  and  encamped.  December  (>,  the  (liAusion 
separated;  our  brigade  taking  the  right-hand  road  and  passing  through 
the  toAvn  of  Sylvania,  Ave  came  up  AAuth  the  Twentietli  Army  Corps. 
December  7  and  8,  moAmd  with  the  brigade  in  the  rear  of  Twentieth 
Army  Corps.  December  9,  I  took  the  regiment  on  a  forage  expedition 
and  got  lost  from  the  brigade.  December  10,  1  came  u])  AAuth  the  bri¬ 
gade  on  the  road  to  Savannah  and  Avent  into  camj)  Avitli  it.  December 
11,  moved  with  the  brigade  toAA^ard  the  extreme  right  of  the  army. 
December  12,  w  e  moved  on  as  usual,  nothing  transpiring,  and  camped 
four  or  tiA-e  miles  from  King’s  Bridg(*.  Decembei'  13,  t  moved  in  the 
advance  of  the  brigade  and  marched  to  Mkhvay  Church  and  encamped. 
December  14,  remained  in  camp.  December  15,  remained  still  in  camj) 
until  0  ]).  m.,  and  Ave  again  marclied  a  feAv  miles,  and  AA^ent  into  cam)). 
December  10,  marched  Avith  the  brigade  to  (aimp,  wdiere  Ave  now*  remain. 

Attached  to  this  you  Avill  find  a  re})ort  of  casualties.* 

noi)ing  this  report  aauII  be  satisfactory, 
r  remain,  ver\'  res])ectfnllv,  voiii’s, 

R.  M.  GILMORE, 

(■apiiCn  Coinpang  L',  tSecond  Kcntuckg. 

(hii)t.  James  BECrGS, 

A  cting  A SKista n t  .1  dj n ta  n  t-  ( iencra  I. 

■  statement  (here  omitted)  shows  (5  enlisted  men  wounded.  2  eommissioned  ottieers 
mid  21  enlisted  men  missing,  and  1  enlisted  man  died  of  ilisease. 
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No.  147. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Rol.  Robert  II.  Kinip  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry", 

Kear  Savannah.^  Ga.^  December  16^  1864. 

Captain:  I  Have  the  lionor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry  during  the  march  of  the 
division  from  Marietta  to  this  point: 

The  regiment  broke  camj)  at  Marietta  November  14,  moving  to  the 
right  of  Atlanta,  and  encamped  four  miles  from  that  point  on  the 
Macon  railroad.  The  next  day  we  moved  to  Anthony’s  Ilridge,  on  Flint 
Kiver.  On  the  16th  we  passed  through  Jonesborough,  following  the 
railroad.  About  three  miles  from  Lovejoy’s  Station  the  advance 
encountered  the  enemy.  My  command  was  immediately  deployed  in 
line  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  moved  on  the  enemy  for  a  short  dis¬ 
tance,  when  1  received  an  order  from  General  Kilpatrick  to  advance 
rapidly  and  drive  the  rebels  from  the  station,  the  general  supposing, 
from  a  dense  smoke  arising  in  front,  that  they  were  destroying  their 
stores.  I  immediately  ordered  two  battalions  forward  at  a  trot  (Major 
AVoltley,  with  his  battalion,  having  beeii  sent  in  another  direction  to 
destroy  a  bridge  over  Flint  Kiver),  and  a  moment  afterward  ordered 
a  charge.  Never  did  men  obey  an  order  with  more  alacrity  or  enthu¬ 
siasm.  They  rushed  upon  the  rebels  with  drawn  sabers  and  a  shout 
that  scattered  them  in  the  wildest  disorder.  They  lied  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  of  escape,  leaving  in  our  hands  two  splendid  Kodman  guns  and  a 
number  of  prisoners.  The  rout  of  the  enemy  was  complete,  and  they 
have  since  acknowledged  it  to  be  disgraceful.  Lieutenant  Griffin,  of 
the  Fifth  Kentucky  Chivalry,  and  his  brave  scouts,  were  with  my  com¬ 
mand  in  the  charge,  and  rendered  gallant  and  valuable  service  in  rout¬ 
ing  the  enemy  and  securing  the  trophies  of  the  chase.  After  a  short 
halt  we  moved  forward.  Passing  Bear  Creek  Station,  we  left  the  rail¬ 
road  to  our  right,  and  for  several  days  traversed  the  country  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Griffin,  Forsyth,  Jackson,  Planters’  Factory,  and 
Clinton.  (4n  the  20th  we  moved  toward  Macon  (from  Clinton).  Late 
in  the  evening  we  participated  in  a  demonstration  on  Macon, 
which  resulted  in  driving  the  enemy  and  destroying  a  portion  of 
tlie  Savannah  railroad.  After  night  fall  we  moved  toward  Gris- 
woldville  and  encamped.  The  next  morning  we  moved  to  that  point 
and  commenced,  with  other  portions  of  the  command,  tlie  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  railroad.  Several  miles  of  track  were  torn  up,  the  ties 
burned,  and  the  rails  bent.  The  depot,  several  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  a  large  amount  of  machinery  were  also  destroyed. 
During  our  stay  some  skirmishing  (in  whi(*h  we  were  not  engaged) 
occurred.  In  the  evening  mov"ed  toward  Gordon,  camping  four  miles 
from  that  iilace. 

The  next  evening  we  were  called  out  to  guard  th(i  riglit  of  General 
M’oods’  infantry  line,  one  brigade  of  which  was  then  engaged  with  a 
heavy  force  of  rebels.  We  were  withdrawn  at  dark  (the  enemy  having 
been  repulsed  and  severely  punished),  when  we  moved  out  and 
encamped  near  Gordon.  Keinained  in  camp  at  Gordon  most  of  the 
next  day.  On  the  24th  w(‘  arriv(‘d  at  Milledgeville,  and,  after  remain¬ 
ing  a  few  hours  to  draw  rations,  crossed  the  Oconee  Kiver  and 
encamped  seven  miles  from  the  city.  I  n  con  tin  ning  our  mandi  we  crossed 
Ogeechee  Shoals,  passing  througli  Glascock  (bounty,  l(‘aving  S])arta 
to  the  left  and  Sandersville  to  the  right.  We  r(‘aclH‘d  Wajuiesborough 
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oil  the  eveuiiig  of  the  liTtli,  built  ii  barrieiKle  near  the  railroad,  and 
occupied  it  with  my  regiment.  During  the  night  the  enemy  made  sev¬ 
eral  desperate  attacks  upon  our  lines,  but  were  each  time  handsomely 
repulsed  without  loss  to  us.  The  Eighth  Indiana  on  our  left  were  sev¬ 
eral  times  charged,  but  the  enemy  were  in  every  instance  driven  back 
])romptly.  At  5  o’clock  next  morning  we  moved  in  direction  of  Louis¬ 
ville.  During  the  march  (my  command,  with  the  Second  Kentucky  Cav¬ 
alry,  having  been  left  to  protect  the  rear)  we  were  charged  in  the  rear 
and  on  both  flanks  whilst  crossing  a  swamp.  liecovering  from  a 
momentary  disorder.  Lieutenant  Davis  with  a  small  force  charged  the 
enemy,  driving  them  back,  whilst  the  balance  of  the  regiment  formed 
on  a  line  with  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  then  in  position.  In  this  charge  we 
lost  1  line  men,  one  of  whom  was  killed.  Moving  forward  about  four  miles 
we  went  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  division.  In  a  short  time  the 
enemy  attacked  the  division  in  front.  We  were  deployed  in  line,  with 
skirmishers  in  front,  on  tbe  extreme  right  of  Colonel  Atkins’  brigade, 
but  were  not  engaged.  Late  in  the  evening,  the  enemy  having  been 
driven  back,  we  moved  out  four  or  six  miles  and  encamiied. 

The  next  day  moved  to  Big  Creek  bridge,  near  Louisville,  where  we 
remained  until  the  morning  of  December  1,  when  we  moved  out  in  rear 
of  the  Eighth  Indiana  on  the  Waynesborough  road.  During  the  day 
the  enemy  were  encountered  in  force  by  the  Fifth  Kentucky  and  Eighth 
Indiana  and  driven  from  the  held.  The  next  day  (December  2)  we 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Milieu,  my  command  being  in  advance  of  the 
brigade  on  the  left  of  the  infantry.  Finding  the  enemy  posted  behind 
barricades  at  Kocky  Creek  Church,  Major  Breathitt,  with  the  First 
Battalion  of  the  regiment,  charged  them  in  gallant  style,  driving  them 
from  their  cover  and  across  Bocky  Creek.  Here  the  whole  command 
halted  until  the  infantry  came  up  and  were  posted,  when  Captain 
Thomas,  with  the  Third  Battalion,  took  the  advance,  charged  across  the- 
creek,  and  drove  the  enemy  for  two  miles,  dislodging  them  from  three 
heavy  barricades.  In  this  charge  we  had  one  man  wounded.  Moved  in 
the  evening  a  short  distance  and  encamped  The  next  day  we  struck 
the  railroad  at  Thomas’  Station,  six  miles  from  Waynesborough,  where 
we  remained  during  the  night.  Sunday  morning,  December  4,  we 
moved  Avith  the  division  toward  Waynesborough  to  attack  and  rout  * 
the  command  of  Wheeler,”  as  the  general  commanding  had  informed  us 
the  evening  previous.  Leaving  every  incumbrance  behind,  we  marched 
on  the  enemy  with  the  full  determination  to  give  liim  a  thrashing  wliicli 
would  be  a  A^aluable  lesson  to  the  mounted  chivalry  of  the  South.  After 
the  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Atkins)  had  encountered  General  Wheeler’s 
Avhole  force  in  the  morning  and  driven  liim  from  every  part  of  the  field, 
the  enemy  leaving  many  of  his  men  (killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners)  in 
the  hands  of  that  brigade,  the  First  Brigade  moved  forward  to  attack 
and  drive  the  rebels  from  the  “last  ditch.”  My  regiment  took  the 
advance,  followed  by  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  ( -avalry.  Moving  forward 
rajndly,  avc  deployed  to  the  liR"  Ninth  Pennsylvania  to  the  left. 

After  my  command  Avas  formed,  ready  to  charge  in  column  oi'  battalions, 

•  1  received  an  order  from  General  Kil])atri(*k  to  halt.  I  did  so  for  a  few 
moments,  during  AAdii(4i  time  we  Avere  exposed  to  a  most  galling  fire  from 
barricades  in  front  and  from  our  right  and  left.  No  body  of  men  CA^er 
stood  fire  any  more  resolutely;  not  a  man  faltered.  At  length,  tin* 
(memy’s  fire  becoming  fiercer  and  many  of  their  comrades  falling  around 
them,  they  disregarded  the  restraints  of  disci])line  and  rushed,  Avith 
wild  shouts,  upon  the  enemy  in  their  front.  At  first  we  AAmre  com¬ 
pelled  to  tall  back;  recovering  immediately,  they  again  charged  and 
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drove  tlie  rebels  from  their  position  and  followed  them  for  some  dis¬ 
tance  and  until  the  presence  of  several  thousand  of  tlie  enemy  in  oiir 
front  warned  ns  that  a  farther  advance  would  be  extremely  hazardous. 
In  this  engagement  1  lost  1  commissioned  officer  and  21  enlisted  men 
wounded  ;"l0  of  the  men  were  severely  wounded,  some  ])erhaps  mortally. 

The  brave  and  gallant  Capt.  Charles  L.  White,  of  Company  A,  who 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  fell  from  his  horse  while  leading  his  com¬ 
pany  in  this  action,  died  on  the  march,  on  the  morning  of  December  7, 
and  was  buried  at  Springtield,  (la.  The  march  of  the  regiment  from 
Wayuesborough  to  this  point  (King’s  Bridge)  is  devoid  of  special  in¬ 
terest,  and  I, do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  it. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment  from  Atlanta  to 
Savannah,  their  unllinching  courage,  their  patient  endurance  of  hard- 
sldps  necessarily  attending  such  a  march,  their  ready  obedience  to 
every  order,  deserve  the  thanks  of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  this  great 
army,  and  of  every  patriot  of  the  land.  I  am  proud  of  them  and 
grateful  for  an  opportunity  of  awarding  them  ])raise  for  their  indomi¬ 
table  valor  and  of  extolling  their  soldierly  virtues.  Many  of  tliem  1  lav¬ 
ing  served  faithfully  their  term  of  enlistment  will  shortly  return  to  their 
honies  and  firesides.  The  patriotic  people  of  Kentucky  will  welcome 
them  Avith  warm  hearts  and  open  hands. 

Kespectfully, 

K.  H.  KIKCI, 

Lie ntenani- Colo nd,  (U^noKindhuj  Third  Kentucky  Covalry. 

Capt.  dAMES  Beggs, 

Acty.  Asd.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brig.,  Third  Cavalry  Dir. 


No.  ITS. 

Report  of  Col.  Oliver  L.  iialdivin,  Fifth  Ke)itucky  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  Kiiufs  Bridge^  Ga.,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  Avith  circular  of  this  date  from  brigade  iiead- 
(piarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  my  regiment  from  the  14th  of  November  to  present  date: 

November  14,  marched  from  Mitchell’s  Cross-Roads  to  Join  the  divis¬ 
ion  at  Turner’s  Ferry,  on  the  Chattahoochee  River,  and  from  thence 
marched  to  a  point  four  miles  from  Atlanta,  on  the  Ihist  Point  road, 
where  we  encamped.  NoA^ember  15,  marched  to  Flint  RiA^er  ami 
encamped  near  donesborough.  During  the  afternoon  I  crossed  th(‘ 
liver,  Avith  one  battalion  of  my  regiment,  having  been  ordered  to  open 
communication  with  Colonel  Jones,  who  crossed  the  river  above  me. 
Jhishing  on  toAvard  the  toAvn  my  advance  came  upon  a  column  moving 
out  on  the  McDonough  road.  Lieutenant  Baker,  Avith  (h)my)any  F, 
immediately  charged  the  enemy,  and  diwe  them  hastily  through  the 
toAvn.  In  the  meantime  another  reginnmt  of  the  enemy  had  takini 
jHisition  in  rear  of  the  town  Avith  artilleiy,  sweeping  th(‘  l  oad  before 
them.  Hearing  nothing  of  (Jolonel  Jones,  I  deemed  it  best  to  retire, 
Avhen  I  Avas  met  by  an  order  to  recross  the  river  and  encamp.  The 
enemy  lost  one  killed  and  tAvo  AAmunded  in  this  affair.  NoAxmber  KJ, 
moA'ed  in  the  rear  of  th(‘  brigadi*  to  near  Lov(‘joy’s  Station.  The  regi¬ 
ment  was  here  placed  in  jiosition  to  i>articii>at(‘.  in  an  engaginmmt  then 
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on  with  Hanna’s  rebel  brigade.  Before  we  could  join  in  the  tight, 
however,  the  enemy  was  routed;  marched  to  camp  at  Bear  Greek  on 
Jackson  road. 

November  17,  moved  out  at  8  a.  m.  and  proceeded  Avith  the  column 
three  miles,  when  1  was  met  by  Captain  Beggs,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  the  brigade,  Avho  gave  me  orders  to  -jiiove  on  a  road  diverg¬ 
ing  to  the  riglit  to  attnck  Lewis’  l)rigade,  then  supposed  to  be  encamped 
on  the  Towaliga  River.  The  order  was  obeyed,  and  the  result  was  that 
I  charged  my  command  tAvo  miles  and  a  half  after  a  forcie  of  not  more 
than  twenty  men.  ArriAung  at  the  bridge  I  found  it  burnt  and  the 
rebel  camp  evacuated.  Had  Lewis’  brigade  been  at  tliat  bridge  or  in 
their  former  cam]),  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  as  stated,  andotiered 
ordinary  resistance,  I  have  ho  hesitancy  in  saying  there  is  not  a  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  service  which  could  have  driven  it  from  its  position,  and  a 
charge  such  as  1  Avas  ordered  to  make  could  have  only  resulted  in  a  use¬ 
less  loss  of  life.  Rejoined  the  command  in  the  afternooi  i  and  encami)ed  at 
crossing  of  Forsyth  and  Macon  roads.  November  18,  crossed  the 
Ocmulgee  at  Wetherby’s  Ferry,  and  encam])ed  on  Jenkins’  x>lantation. 
Sent  out  scouting  parties  and  gathered  all  the  horses  and  mules  Avhich 
could  be  found.  November  10,  rejoined  the  brigade;  marched  and 
camiied  with  it  at  night.  November  20,  marched  within  two  miles  of 
]Macon  and  commenced  destroying  the  railroad.  Moved  as  rear  guard 
of  the  brigade  on  leaAung  the  railroad.  Camiied  tive  miles  from  Macon 
on  the  road  to  MilledgeAulle.  November  21,  moved  down  the  railroad  to 
Griswoldvill(‘.  Assisted  in  burning  the  town  and  railroad.  Was  ordered 
to  move  in  advam^e  of  the  brigade  and  enc.anpied  at  a  point  three  miles 
distant  on  the  railroad.  On  reaching  my  cam])  I  sent  out  a  detail  and 
destroyed  one- quarter  of  a  mile  of  road. 

November  22,  at  quite  an  early  hour  the  pickets  of  the  Ninth  Renn- 
sylvania,  which  aa  as  encamped  on  my  left  and  front,  were  attacked  and 
(juite  a  spirited  engagement  ensued.  I  immediately  formed  my  regiment 
for  battle,  and  being  assured  by  Major  Appel,  commanding  the  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  in  the  temporary  absence  of  Colonel  Jordan,  that  he 
could  and  would  hold  his  position,  I  placed  my  regiment  in  position  of 
battalions  in  echelon,  one  of  the  battalions  being  placed  in  a  barricade. 
Hearing  considerable  yelling  and  tiring  near  the  camp  I  rode  over  to 
the  Ninth  and  found  they  were  driving  the  enemy.  An  orderly  from 
Major  Api^el  told  me  that  a  body  of  rebels  were  cut  off  and  were  in  the 
Avoods  on  his  right.  I  immediately  dispatched  Oaxitain  Glore  with  his 
battalion  to  drive  them  out  or  ca])ture  them.  Scarcely  had  the  battal¬ 
ion  gone  when  fugitives  came  dashing  doAvn  the  rond,  and  word  Avas 
brought  me  that  the  Ninth  was  being  driven.  Major  Cheek’s  battalion 
Avas  instantly  formed  across  the  road,  for  the  double  x)urx^ose  of  reassur¬ 
ing  the  men  of  the  Ninth  and  of  charging  the  enemy  should  he  again 
cross  the  ravine.  Captain  Glore  found  the  rebels  both  on  his  right  and 
left,  but  as  soon  as  he  formed  they  broke  and  fled;  the  captain  did  not 
])ursue  them,  as  there  Avas  a  heaA^y  SAA^amp  immediately  in  his  front.  I 
iield  my  position  until  the  infaiitry  arrived,  when  tlie  regiment  AA  as 
massed  with  the  division.  At  10. JO  a.  m.  1  Avas  ordered  to  re])ort  Avith 
my  command  to  General  Kilx)atrick,  and  ])roceeded  Avith  him  to  look  for 
a  Avagon  train  of  the  emmiy  re])orted  to  be])assing  near  usAAn'th  a  small 
infantry  guard.  W(‘  moved  to  the  left  and  after  marching  near  a  mile 
came  in  sight  of  tlie  Avagon  train,  but  instead  of  a  small  infantry  guard 
Wh(‘(‘l(*r’s  AAdiol(‘  command  was  moving  on  the  road.  I  formed  my  regi- 
jnent  in  an  o])en  tield  within  full  view  of  VVJieeler’s  entire  column  and 
Avithin  400  yards  of  it,  and  remained  there  for  at  least  tive  minutes.  The 
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general  coiniiiaiKliiig  division  ordered  me  to  retire,  and  I  most  gladly  left 
what  I  thought  a  very  close  place.  In  this  affair  1  lost  three  men 
wounded  and  four  horses.  Adjutant  Mitchell  had  liis  horse  shot  under 
him.  Late  in  the^fternoon  my  command  was  ordered  to  take  position 
on  tln^  right  of  the  infantry,  then  engaged  in  battle  near  (friswoldville, 
which  position  1  occupied  till  dark,  not  ])ecoming  engaged,  however. 
Moved  three  miles  down  the  railroad  and  encamped  for  the  night. 
November  -J3,  marched  down  the  railroad  to  within  two  miles  of  Crordon 
Station  and  encam])ed.  November  24,  marched  to  Milledgeville  and 
drew  rations.  Hested  till  near  dark,  when  we  crossed  the  Oconee  River 
and  marched  to  camp  seven  miles  and  a  half  east  on  the  Augusta  road. 
November  25,  marched  to  the  Ogeechee  Shoals,  crossed  the  river,  and 
camped.  Novvinber  2(1,  marched  to  a  point  near  ten  miles  distant  from 
Louisville  and  camped  on  the  Waynesborough  road. 

November  27,  tin*  enemy  sounded  the  reveille  for  us  this  morning, 
liaving  attacked  our  pickets  at  quite  an  early  hour.  My  command  was 
in  i)osition  at  3  a.  m.  I  caused  my  front  to  be  barricaded.  Near  day¬ 
light  the  Eighth  Indiana  and  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry  were  withdrawn 
from  my  front,  the  enemy  following  them  closely  and  advancing,  evi¬ 
dently  with  the  intention  of  making  an  attack  upon  our  line.  If  such 
were  their  intentions,  they  failed,  as  they  were  easily  checked  by  a 
s]>irited  fire  from  my  command,  aided  by  a  few  shots  from  our  artillery. 
The  colonel  commanding  the  brigade  was  present  and  witnessed  this 
skirmish.  At  daylight  I  withdrew  my  command  and  took  the  advance  of 
the  brigade,  marching  on  the  road  to  Waynesborough.  Passed  through 
the  town  and  canii)ed  three  miles  on  the  JVIillen  road,  l^arricaded  my 
front,  and  the  men  slept  on  their  arms.  My  entire  front  was  covered  by 
a  line  of  vedettes  and  skirmishers.  My  position  was  on  the  left  of  the 
line.  Theenemy  attacked  the  brigade  near  midnight  and  av  ere  repulsed. 
51y  regiment  did  but  little  tiring,  as  the  men  had  been  cautioned  to 
save  their  ammunition. 

Daylight  of  the  28th  found  us  on  the  march,  one  battalion  of  my 
i-egiment  being  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  the  other  battalion  being  de¬ 
tailed  to  assist  the  rear  guard.  After  inar(hing  near  three  miles  1  met 
the  general  commanding  division,  who  ordered  me  to  leave  a  battalion 
to  charge  the  enemy,  who  persistently  and  energetically  hung  upon  our 
rear.  The  Second  Battalion,  Cai)tain  (llore  commanding,  was  detailed. 
1  did  not  see  the  charge  made  by  his  command,  but  understood  it  was 
gallant  and  well  managed.  As  thecharge  was  made  under  the  eye  of  the 
general  and  by  his  order,  it  is  for  him  to  say  whether  it  was  well  done  or 
not.  After  passing  the  general,  I  continued  with  the  column  until  it  had 
probably  marched  two  miles  from  the  point  where  the  general  had 
ordered  the  charge,  when  a  report  reached  me  that  the  rear  guard  was 
cut  off.  Almost  at  the  same  time  I  received  au  order  to  form  my  com¬ 
mand  and  barricade  my  front.  This  was  done  ])i‘omptly,  not,  however, 
before  fugitives  froiii  the  rear  guard  began  to  i)ass  through  my  lines. 
.Major  Cheek’s  battalion  Avas  now  alone,  the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
being  fully  a  mile  in  front  as  we  were  marching,  yet  the  inen  work(*d 
with  a  Avill,  and  looked  calmly  on  Avhile  squad  after  squad  i)assed  through. 
The  extreme  rear,  hoAvever,  came  uj)  in  good  order  and  passed  througli 
my  lines  to  the  front.  Here  the  Second  Battalion  rejoimul  me,  and  my 
regiment  again  became  the  rear  guard  of  the  division.  Tlie  enemy  was 
bold  and  persistent,  and  I  Avas  ol)lig(‘d  to  fall  back  sloAvly,  causing  re- 
])eated  formations  of  scpmdrons  to  be  made.  The  column  was  moving 
oAUii’  a  mis(*rable  road,  and  (M>uld  not  march  rapidly,  nor  could  it  have 
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swamp  as  1  ever  saw,  my  regiment  passed  throiigli  the  lines  of  the 
Hecond  and  Tbii’d  Kentucky,  who  relieved  me  as  rear  guard.  The  col¬ 
umn  still  moved  slowly,  and  we  had  scarcely  marched  a  mile  and  were 
just  in  the  act  of  crossing  a  swamp  when  I  heard  firing  almost  imme 
diately  in  my  rear.  I  cast  my  eyes  to  the  right  ami  rear  and  saw  the 
i*ebels  and  our  men  mixed  up,  and  all  dashing  on  my  rear.  Ko  time  was 
to  be  lost.  Sending  ipen  forward  to  a  cross  fence  to  throw  the  fences. 
I  moved  my  command  rapidly  to  the  right,  forming  on  right  by  file,  and 
gave  the  command  to  commence  firing.  Never  did  men  do  better  than 
the  gallant  men  of  my  regiment  that  day.  Kapidly  and  steadily  they 
came  into  line,  each  one  seeming  anxious  to  join  in  the  fray. 

In  the  meantime  a  column  of  the  enemy  commenced  passing  my  left 
flank.  Captain  Forrester,  of  Company  K,  anticipating  the  order, 
wheeled  his  company  and  ordered  a  charge  which  drove  the  rebels 
l)ack,  but  the  gallant  captain  never  lived  to  receive  the  praise  due  his 
noble  action.  He  was  shot  at  the  head  of  his  company  while  leading 
the  charge.  He  was  a  noble  officer,  true  to  his  profession,  honorable- 
in  all  things,  and  was  equally  beloved  by  his  comrades  as  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman.  After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  1  was  ordered  to 
move  my  command  in  column  in  rear  of  the  artillery.  This  order  of  march 
was  continued  until  we  passed  through  the  lines  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
halting  and  going  into  bivouac  near  Eocky  Creek.  Here  I  was  assigned 
a  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  and  in  accordance  with  orders 
strong  barricades  were  thrown  up  in  our  front.  We  had  scarcely  an 
hour  of  quiet  when  the  enemy  attackfed  us  again,  his  first  attack  being 
on  our  front.  Here  he  was  repulsed.  A  small  regiment  charged  my 
front  but  was  easily  repulsed,  and  I  thipk  severely  punished  for  its 
temerity.  Unexpectedly  I  received  the  order  to  mount  my  men,  and  I 
was  greatly  surprised  when  1  found  the  whole  command  in  retreat; 
still  1  formed  my  command,  took  the  place  assigned  my  regiment  in 
column,  and  moved  with  it  to  camp.  We  camped  at  11  p.  m.  that 
evening.  November  20,  moved  out  an  hour  before  daylight  and 
marched  to  Big  Creek,  and  encamped  after  building  a  barricade  at  the 
cross-roads,  near  the  creek.  November  30,  remained  in  camp. 

December  1,  marched  at  10  a.  m.  in  advance  of  the  brigade,  having 
the  First  Battalion,  under  Major  Cheek,  thrown  forward  as  an  advance 
guard.  Advanced  about  four  miles,  when  Major  Cheek  reported  the 
enemy  advancing  to  jneet  him.  I  immediately  moved  forward  with  the 
Second  Battalion,  Captain  (llore  commanding,  and  received  orders  as  1 
passed  the  general  to  press  forward  rapidly,  not  to  give  the  enemy  time 
to  form.  I  moved  raj^idly  down  the  road,  but  on  arriving  at  Major 
Cheek’s  ])osition  I  found  him  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  the 
nature  of  the  country  was  such  that  a  charge  could  only  result  in 
disaster.  1  therefore  ordered  Captain  Glore  to  form  his  battalion  as 
rapidly  as  i)oSvSible  while  I  rode  forAvard  to  encourage,  and  if  possibh*, 
to  press  my  First  Battalion  forwaid.  My  lines  Avere  pressed  forward 
to  within  thirty  yards  of  the  enemy’s  position  in  front,  but  as  the 
enemy  had  the  longest  line  he  eiiA'eloped  my  flanks  and  caused  sonui 
confusion.  This  confusion  Avas  greatly  augmented  by  some  one  giving 
the  command  ‘M^^ours  right”  or  “  Left  about,”  and  quite  a  number  ot 
offi(‘ers  and  men  left  the  field  acting,  as  I  have  since  learned,  ui)on  the 
sui)position  that  they  had  been  ordered  to  retire.  The  majority  of 
my  men,  regardless  of  company  organizations,  rallied,  reformed,  and 
held  the  enemy  at  bay  until  a  battalion  of  the  Eighth  Indiana  relieved 
my  h‘ft  flank  and  enabled  jne  again  to  adAmnce  upon  the  enemy,  Avhich 
I  continued  to  do  until  i  Avas  order(‘d  to  halt.  This  a Ifair  occurred  at 
Milieu’s  CioAa^  and  certainly  Avas  a  Aery  Avarm  and  s])irited  little  tight, 
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as  my  regiment  attacked  and  fought  single-handed  for  twenty  minutes 
a  brigade  of  rebels  in  their  chosen  position  where  it  was  impossible  to  use 
the  saber  and  where  nothing  save  bulldog  fighting  could  do  any  good. 
The  enemy  lost  between  30  and  40  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  My  com- 
’  mand  fought  mounted  simply  because  I  had  no  time  to  have  them 
dismounted,  having  been  ordered  to  press  forward  and  to  charge.  A 
charge  was  impossible,  and  in  starting  to  make  one  I  lost  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  dismounting  my  command.  I  lost  1  killed,  7  wounded,  and 
20  horses.  December  2  and  3,  marched  in  column  with  the  brigade; 
Avere  not  engaged.  December  4,  the  command  attacked  Wheeler;  my 
legiment  moved  with  the  command,  but  was  not  engaged  in  the  fight; 
aft(‘r  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  Waynesborough  my  regiment 
moved  with  the  Fifth  Ohio,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  to  a  ford  on  Brier 
Creek  and  held  the  ford  Avhile  the  Fifth  Ohio  destroyed  the  railroad 
bridge  over  Brier  Creek;  retired  near  dusk  and  camped  near  Beaver 
Dam  Creek.  December  5  to  12,  my  regiment  moved  with  the  bri¬ 
gade,  sharing  in  all  its  marches  by  day  and  by  night.  December  13, 
marched  to  Midway,  at  which  place  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  my 
regiment  to  Sunbery,  on  Sunbery  Elver,  also  to  send  a  battalion  through 
Dorchester.  A  short  distance  from  Midway  my  command  came  upon’ 
a  few  rebels.  These  Avere  driven  back  upon  another  party ;  the  Avhole 
numbering  probably  forty  men.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Jones,  com- 
,  manding  Comi)any  D,  to  charge  them,  ordering  Lieutenant  Baker,  with 
Company  E,  to  support  the  charge.  The  rebels  broke  in  all  directions, 
leaving  their  guns,  hats,  blankets,  and  in  fact  everything  Avhich  could 
imx)ede  them  in  their  i^rogress,  behind  them.  On  reaching  the  forks  of 
the  road  Captain  Glore’s  battalion  pressed  rapidly  on  to  Dorchester,  ♦ 
scattering,  as  he  went,  the  remainder  of  Company  B,  Twenty-ninth 
Georgia  Battalion;  camped  at  Sunbery  that  night.  December  14, 
remained  in  camp.  December  15,  rejoined  the  brigade  and  accompanied 
it  to  its  present  camp. 

In  recalling  the  scenes  of  the  past  campaign  I  can  but  feel  that  the 
officers  and  men  of  my  command  have  had  their  full  share  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  and  hardships  of  the  camx3aign,  and  are  justly  entitled  to  a  full  par¬ 
ticipation  in  AAdiatever  honor  or  glory  may  be  aAvarded  to  those  Avho 
rode  down  all  opposition  in  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  Atlantic. 
To  mention  by  name  each  officer  who  distinguished  himseif  in  battle 
would  be  to  give  a  roll  of  all  my  officers  with  perhaps  one  single  excep¬ 
tion,  for  those  who  erred  in  Millen’s  Grove  fought  well  and  gallantly 
before  that  fight,  in  which  I  am  willing  that  a  misconstruction  of  orders 
should  be  their  shield.  HoAvever,  I  feel  constrained  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  good  conduct  and  gallantry  of  Adjutant  Mitchell,  and  of  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Jones,  Baker,  and  Bryan;  also  to  the  gallantry  of  Sergeants 
Jackson,  of  Company  B,  and  Holland,  of  Company  11,  and  Private 
Pierce,  of  Company  A,  avIio  Avhen  surrounded  by  rebels  refused  to  sur¬ 
render  but  fought  his  way  out  like  a  man. 

To  my  battalion  commanders,  Maj.  C.  T.  Cheek  and  Cap(.  John  A. 

P.  Glore,  my  heartfelt  thanks  are  due.  On  all  occasions  Avhen  I  needed 
brave  men  and  true  counsel  I  found  them  ready  to  support  me,  and  1 
Avould  especially  recommend  them  to  those  avIio  have  tlie  good  ol‘  the 
country  at  heart  as  young  and  gallant  soldiers  AA^orthy  and  deserAung  of 
promotion. 

A  tribute  to  the  gallant  dead  all  hearts  must  offer,  and  yet  few  cnn  tell 
how  deeply  and  sincerely  avc  feel  the  loss  of  Capt.  John  W.  Forrester, 
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of  Company  K.  He  was  a  true  soldier.  In  the  camp  and  in  the  held  he 
was  always  at  his  post.  His  business  was  always  attended  to  promptly, 
while  no  danger  deterred  him  from  the  performance  of  his  duty. 
Apx)ended  you  will  please  hud  report  of  casualties,  captures,  Ac.* 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

O.  L.  3HVLDW1K, 

X  Colonel,  Commandincj  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Capt.  James  Beggs, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Briy.,  Third  IHv.,  Cavalry  Corps. 


No.  141). 


Keports  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Near  Grisivold,  Ga.,  November  22,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  respectfully  report  that  agreeably  to  orders  I  encamped 
on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry  at  a  late  hour  last  night, 
placing  my  pickets  (two  companies)  at  crossing  of  the  creek,  half  a 
mile  west  of  my  camx).  Soon  after  going  into  camp  several  atteuiiits 
were  made  by  the  enemy  to  force  back  my  xiickets,  and  about  9  p.  m. 
they  charged  heavily,  but  were  repulsed.  At  daylight  this  morning 
the  enemy  again  appeared  in  my  front,  and  after  skirmishing  for  some 
time,  succeeded  in  charging  over  my  x)icket  and  crossing  the  creek. 
They  were  met  by  Major  Kimmel,  who  had  four  conijianies  under  his 
command,  and  charged  back  to  the  original  position  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  creek.  Here  my  line  was  met  by  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry 
under  Wheeler,  and  again  driven  back  to  our  original  position.  The 
infantry  coming  up,  the  contest  with  my  regiment  ceased,  they  taking- 
up  my  skirmish  line.  My  loss  in  this  action  is  5  killed,  21  wounded, 
and  42  missing,  all  of  whom  I  believe  to  be  cajitured.  1  also  lost  49 
horses,  14  of  which  were  killed,  the  remainder  captured. 

Bespectfully  reported. 

THOS.  J.  JOKDAN, 

Colonel  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

I  Capt.  James  Beggs, 

Aetinfi  Assistant  Adjntant- General.] 


Headquarters  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Near  Kinfs  Bridge,  Ga.,  December  17,  1861. 

Captain  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  inarched  from  Marietta,  Ga.,  on  the  14th  day  of  November,  1804, 
with  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division,  attached  to  the  army 
of  Major-General  Sherman,  and  on  the  10th  iiarti(‘ipatcd  in  the  action 
against  Wheeler  at  Lovejoy’s  Station,  on  the  Macon  and  Atlanta  Rail¬ 
road.  Marching  toward  Macon,  it  participated  in  the  vskii  inishes  before 
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that  place  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  21st  at  Griswold,  covering  the  rear 
on  withdrawing  toward  Gordon.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  shortly 
after  daylight,  the  picket  of  the  regiment  on  the  Griswold  road  was 
attacked  by  the  enemy  under  Wheeler.  Major  Kimmel  at  once 
re-euforced  it  by  two  companies,  under  Maj.  Charles  A.  Appel.  The 
enemy,  being  in  strong  force,  succeeded  in  Hanking  the  pickets,  who 
did  not  fall  back  until  nearly  surrounded  and  had  18  captured,  1  killed, 
and  2  wounded,  and  upon  the  enemy  appearing  on  the  open  ground 
Major  Kimmel  charged  them  with  four  companies,  driving  them  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  to  and  over  a  creek,  where  their  main  line  was  posted 
in  order  of  battle.  After  receiving  their  lire  and  being  charged  by  a 
largely  superior  force,  he  fell  back  toward  our  main  line  and  again  drew 
up  his  men  in  order  of  battle.  The  artillery  now  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  and  a  brigade  of  infantry  coming  up,  under  Brigadier- General 
Woods,  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  took  up  the  fighting  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  ground.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  on  this  occasion  was 
5  killed,  21  wounded  (2  of  whom  have  since  died),  and  43  missing,  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  captured.  In  this  action  Maj.  D.  H.  Kimmel  particularly 
distinguished  himself  for  his  bravery,  coolness  under  fire,  and  ability  to 
command. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  by  order  of  Brigadier- General  Kilpatrick, 
through  Col.  E.  H.  Murray,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Capt.  E.  A. 
Hancock  was  detached  with  100  men  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cav¬ 
alry,  at  Clinton,  with  orders  to  take  a  road  leading  to  Macon  to  the 
right  of  the  main  column,  and  to  engage  any  enemy  he  might  meet. 
Ill  obedience  to  this  order  he  marched  on  the  road  indicated  and 
engaged  two  regiments  of  the  enemy,  holding  them  in  check  for  two 
days,  when  he  again  rejoined  the  regiment.  His  loss  was  two  men 
wounded.  For  his  bravery  and  good  management  he  deserves  much 
liraise.  From  Griswold  we  marched  through  Gordon  to  Milledgeville, 
and  thence  toward  Waynesborough.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the 
enemy  again  made  demonstrations  against  our  picket,  and  attacked  the 
Eighth  Indiana  and  Fifth  Kentucky  Eegiments  and  my  picket  on  the 
left  heavily,  but  were  repulsed,  and  we  moved  forward  and  that  night 
encamped  south  of  Waynesborough*,  on  the  railroad,  which  my  regi¬ 
ment  destroyed  for  half  a  mile,  when  the  enemy  again,  November  28, 
attacked  the  position  of  the  brigade,  in  which  all  the  regiments  par¬ 
ticipated,  but  without  loss  to  my  regiment.  During  the  march  of  the 
29th  the  enemy  made  several  attacks  upon  our  rear  guard,  and  about 
2  p.  m.  the  division  was  drawn  up  on  the  Louisville  and  Milieu  road  to 
give  battle  to  Wheeler.  The  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  defended 
the  center  of  the  position,  having  barricaded  their  front.  The  enemy 
soon  charged  that  position  and  our  whole  line,  but  were  most  disas¬ 
trously  beaten  after  three  attenqits,  and  we  retired  toward  Louisville, 
the  Eighth  Indiana  and  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  acting  as  rear 
guard.  But  one  man  of  my  regiment  was  wounded  in  this  action. 

In  the  battle  of  Sunday,  the  4th  day  of  December,  my  regiment  was 
brought  into  action  about  10  o'clock,  forming  on  the  left  of  the  Tliii  d 
Kentucky,  and  with  it  driving  the  cavalry  of  Wheeler  and  Williams 
(more  than  three  times  their  number)  from  their  barricades  and  tlic 
houses  of  Waynesborough.  Major  Kimmel,  commanding  First  Battal¬ 
ion,  and  Cajfi.  John  M  .  Porter,  since  promoted  major,  commanding  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Third  Battalion,  assaulted  the  barricades  on  the  main  street, 
and  Major  A])pel,  with  the  Second  Battalion,  drove  in  the  right  of  the 
enemy,  posted  in  the  woods,  from  their  position,  exposing  their  fiank  to 
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SO  hot  a  fire  that  the  whole  line  gave  way  and  victory  was  secured. 
My  loss  on  that  occasion  was  1  killed,  2  mortally  wounded  (since  died), 
and  11  wounded.  From  W aynesborough  we  marched  on  Savannah,  pass¬ 
ing  to  the  south  as  far  as  Midway,  and  from  thence  to  this  place,  occa¬ 
sionally  skirmishing  with  Colonel  Hood’s  battalion  of  rebel  cavalry,  but 
without  any  loss.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  Gapt.  E.  A.  Hancock, 
with  detachments  from  the  brigade  (120  men),  marched  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Altamaha  bridge,  but  found  the  enemy '(two  regiments  of  infan¬ 
try  and  artillery)  too  strongly  posted  to  attack  them.  He  destroyed, 
however,  several  small  bridges  and  a  large  trestle-work,  and  captured 
16  of  the  enemy,  returning  to  camp  at  Midway  on  the  15th. 

Since  this  movement  commenced  my  command  has  destroyed  49  cot¬ 
ton  gins  and  presses,  containing  731  bales  of  cotton,  and  a  large  amount 
of  cotton  nnginned.  My  men  for  the  most  i)art  have  subsisted  on  the 
country,  and  though  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  be  often 
Irom  under  the  eyes  of  their  ofiicers  in  their  foraging  excursions,  yet 
have  I  not  heard  of  a  single  act  committed  by  them  derogatory  to  their 
character  as  soldiers. 

My  ofiicers  have  all  done  their  duty  with  most  commendable  alacrity, 
and  my  men  have  borne  the  hardships  of  the  campaign  without  a  mur¬ 
mur,  rendering  prompt  obedience  to  the  orders  of  their  officers  and  dis¬ 
playing  a  patience  and  bravery  truly  commendable. 

Herewith  I  forward  a  report  of  casualties  and  a  list  of  articles  de¬ 
stroyed  and  captured  by  my  regiment  during  the  expedition. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

THUS.  J.  JOKDAN, 
Colonel  Ninth  Fennsylvania  Cavalry. 

[Capt.  James  Beggs, 

Acting  Ansistant  Ad  jut  ant- General.] 


[Inclosurc  Xo.  ]. 


licpori  of  casnaliies  incident  to  the  Xinth  Pennsfilvania  Cavalry,  First  Brigade,  Third 
Cavalry  Division,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  since  Xoiwmber  14,  1864. 


Date. 

Locatiou,  &c. 

Killed. 

1  1 

1  AVounded.  1 

1   1 

Prisoners. 

Missing. 

Xov.  21 
22 

Dec.  2 

3 

4 

In  action  near  Macon,  Ga . . . 

1 

In  action  near  Griswold . - . - . . . 

5 

21 

42 

Dorafers  . 

4 

8 

Forajiers  near  Thomas’  Station . . I 

In  action  near  AVayneshorongh . 

1 

12 

Foragers  missing  during  the  campaign . 1 

12 

Total . 

6 

33  42 

25 

THOS.  J.  JOEDAN, 
Colonel  Ninth  Fennsylvania  Cavalry. 


Near  King’s  Bridge,  Ga.,  Deccmher  18, 1804. 
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Headquarters  N^inth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

I^ear  King^s  Bridge^  December  18y  1864, 
Captain  :  I  respectfully  submit  tlie'  following  report  of  articles  cap¬ 
tured  and  destroyed  by  my  command  during  the  recent  campaign: 


Captured. 

Abandoned. 

Lost  in 
action. 

288 

441 

1  01 

M  ules . 

152 

13 

Ciiibine.s . ; . 

2 

13 

95 

Sabei's  . - . . . . . . . . 

17 

77 

Colt  i’6volvf-r.s  .  . . . . . . 

11 

97 

Horse  equipments . sets.. 

57 

1  am,  captain,  respectfully,  yours, 

TflOS.  J.  JOED  AN, 
Colonel  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Capt.  James  Beggs,  ‘ 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  150. 

Report  of  Col.  Smith  D.  AtJcins,  Ninety -second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry., 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  King^s  Bridge,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  I  beg  to  report : 

November  14,  my  brigade  left  Marietta,  Ga.,  at  7  a.  m.;  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  and  encamped  on  railread  near  East  Point.  November 
15,  marched  at  8  a.  m.,  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry  in  advance;  drove 
rebel  picket  all  day,  and  encamped  four  miles  west  of  Jonesborough. 
The  Tenth  Ohio  A^olunteer  Cavalry  drove  the  enemy  out  of  their  camp, 
capturing  eight  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Cockley,  acting  aide  de  camp 
on  my  staff,  while  examining  the  roads  in  our  front,  attended  by  an 
orderly,  encountered  four  reMs,  and,  armed  only  with  a  saber,  himself 
captured  the  four,  and  brought  them  into  caini).  November  16,  marched 
at  7  a.  m.  At  noon  my  brigade  took  the  advance  and  encountered 
Wheeler’s  cavalry  at  Bear  Creek  Station.  The  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Sanderson  commanding,  made  a  gallant 
saber  charge  against  the  enemy  posted  behind  rail  barricades;  dis¬ 
mounted  they  drove  them  in  confusion,  killing  and  wounding  many 
with  the  saber,  and  captured  20  prisoners,  including  3  commissioned 
officers.  I  saw  the  charge  myself,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  assuring 
the  commanding  general  tliat  the  Tenth  did  its  whole  duty.  Our  loss 
was  4  killed,  7  wounded,  and  4  captured.  We  encamped  that  niglit 
near  Bear  Creek  Station.  November  18,  marched  eighteen  miles,  and 
encamped  on  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver.  November  10,  marched  at  12  p.  m.; 
crossed  the  Ocmulgee  on  pontoons,  and  marched  thirty  miles  to  Clin¬ 
ton,  Ga. 

November  20,  moved  from  Clinton  at  12  m.,  my  brigade  in  the  ad¬ 
vance.  The  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  \'olunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Buskirk  commanding,  encountered  Crews’ 
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brigade  about  four  miles  out  behind  barricades.  A  part  of  the  Ninety- 
second  was  dismounted  and  attacked  the  enemy  on  foot,  when  the 
enemy  charged  them  on  horseback.  The  charge  was  received  and 
repulsed  and  the  enemy  charged  in  turn,  when  the  entire  brigade  of 
the  enemy  cowardly  ran  off,  scattering  through  the  woods.  We  did 
not  follow  them,  but  x)nshed  on  toward  Macon.  At  Walnut  Creek,  two 
miles  from  Macon,  we  found  the  enemy  again,  when  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  was  deployed  on  foot  and  pushed  forward  to  take  possession  of 
the  creek.  Our  artillery  oi)ened  and  the  enemy  replied,  when  the 
Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  ordered  to  charge  their  battery. 
They  crossed  the  creek  in  a  most  difficult  xdace,  and  charged  in  column 
of  fours  uj)  the  road,  and  were  successful  in  gaining  momentary  x)osses- 
sion  of  the  enemy’s  outer  works  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  which, 
however,  could  not  be  brought  off,  and  the  regiment  retired.  The 
charge  was  made  under  the  hre  of  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  and  was 
gallantly  and  well  done.  The  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
Volunteers  held  the  creek  and  road  dismounted.  The  Fifth  Ohio  Vol¬ 
unteer  Cavalry  was  held  in  readiness  to  supx)ort  the  Tenth  Ohio  Vol¬ 
unteer  Cavalry.  The  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  portions  of 
the  Fifth  and  Tenth,  tore  up  the  railroad  track  and  telegraph  wire  for 
about  two  miles.  After  night-fall  my  brigade  was  withdrawn,  the 
Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  Volunteers  covering  the  rear. 
In  the  forenoon  of  this  day,  by  order  of  General  Kilpatrick,  I  sent  100 
l>icked  men  of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  Captain 
J^add,  of  that  regiment,  to  Griswoldville,  with  orders  to  burn  public 
buildings  and  destroy  the  railroad.  Starting  from  Clinton  he  found  the 
enemy  picketing  the  roads.  AA  oiding  them  he  kept  on  through  the 
woods,  reached  Griswoldville,  and  charged  into  the  town,  driving  the 
enemy  out,  and  under  their  hre  captured  and  burned  a  locomotive  and 
train  of  cars;  burned  the  public  buildings,  and  destroyed  the  railroad. 
After  this  work  was  accomplished  he  captured  one  of  the  enemy,  and 
compelled  him  to  lead  his  little  i)arty  out  of  the  town  on  a  route’  to 
avoid  the  enemy,  who  had  all  the  roads  in  their  x>ossession.  The  gal¬ 
lant  conduct  of  Captain  Ladd  and  his  brave  troopers  is  a  hne  example 
of  what  a  few  men  can  accomxffish  when  daringly  and  persistently  led. 

November  21,  moved  back  to  Junction  of  the  Clinton  and  Macon,  and 
Macon  and  Milledgeville  roads,  and  went  into  position,  barricading. 
The  Ninety-second  [Illinois]  Mounted  Infantry  Volunteers  was  left  in 
rear  six  miles  from  Macon,  and  was  furiously  attacked  at  9  a.  m.  while  in 
[)osition  behind  rail  barricades.  The  enemy  charged  them  with  one  regi¬ 
ment  dismounted  and  two  columns  mounted,  at  tlie  signal  of  the  bugle. 
They  came  on  desperately  close  to  the  barricades,  biit  the  cool,  steady 
tire  of  the  Spencer  rides  broke  the  charge,  and  doubled  them  back 
with  great  loss.  A  ])risoner  captured  afterward  reports  the  enemy’s 
loss  in  the  charge  at  95  killed  and  wounded.  The  Ninety-second  Illi¬ 
nois  Mounted  Intantry  Volunteers  was  withdrawn  and  joined  the  bri¬ 
gade  in  i)osition,  where  we  remained  during  the  night.  November  22, 
marched  at  9  a.  m.  and  camped  six  miles  from  Gordon.  November  2T, 
moved  three  miles  nearer  Gordon  and  encamped,  the  Fifth  Ohio  Vol¬ 
unteer  Cavalry  jncketing  Jones’  Cross-Koads.  November  24,  marched 
at  7  a.  m.;  passed  through  Milledgeville  and  encamped  eight  miles 
beyond  on  the  Augusta  road.  November  25,  marched  at  8  a.  m.  and 
encamped  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  shoals  of  Ogeeche(\ 
November  20,  marched  at  7  a.  m.;  crossed  the  Ogeechee,  marched  thirty- 
Hve  miles,  and  encam])ed.  November  27,  Wheeler  attacked  the  First 
Brigade  during  the  night.  At  7  a.  m.  First  Brigade  moved  through 
mine  and  took  th(‘  advance.  The  Ninety-se(‘ond  Illinois  Mounted 
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fufautry  Volunteers,  Lieuteiiaiit-Ooloiiel  Van  Ruskirk  coiiiiiiaiidiiig', 
covered  the  rear  of  my  brigade  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  assisted  by 
the  Ninth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry.  We  marched  that  day  through 
Waynesborough,  and  encamped  three  miles  south  of  the  town.  During 
the  entire  day  Wheeler,  with  dogged  persistence,  continued  to  attack 
our  rear.  Colonel  V an  Buskirk,  with  his  regiment  of  Spencer  rifles,  and 
occasionally  using  his  rifled  gun  as  opportunity  occurred,  continually 
held  him  at  bay,  and  on  several  occasions  administered  severe  punish¬ 
ment  to  the  enemy,  when  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  admit  of  the 
concealment  of  his  men.  Colonel  Van  Buskirk  handled  his  regiment 
splendidly,  skillfully  revolving  his  companies  around  one  another,  and 
covering  successively  their  retreat. 

November  28,  moved  at  4  a.  m.  in  advance  of  the  First  Brigade, 
exce])t  Col.  George  S.  Acker,  with  his  regiment,  the  Ninth  Michigan 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  which  remained  in  rear  of  the  division  by  order  of 
General  Kilpatrick,  Colonel  Acker  reporting  to  the  general  of  division. 
I  presume  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Acker  and  his  regiment  during  that 
day  will  be  more  especially  noticed  by  General  Kilpatrick.  After 
crossing  Buck  Head  Creek  I  took  up  position  and  awaited  the  other  bri¬ 
gade,  covering  the  crossing  with  the  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  who 
did  it  well  and  destroyed  the  bridge  after  our  troops  were  over.  General 
Kilpatrick  moved  with  the  First  Brigade  to  Eeynolds’  plantation,  and 
took  up  position  and  barricaded,  where  I  was  ordered  to  join  him  with 
my  brigade,  and  did  so,  going  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
behind  the  barricade  I  found  already  built.  I  held  in  reserve,  by  order 
of  the  division  general,  two  regiments,  the  Ninth  Michigan  and  Tenth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  one  battalion  of  my  other  three  regi¬ 
ments;  two  battalions  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Fifth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
Volunteers  were  dismounted  to  fight  on  foot,  with  skirmish  line  dis¬ 
mounted  in  front.  One  battalion  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry 
was  left  as  rear  guard,  which  was  soon  attacked  and  fell  back  fighting 
handsomely.  The  rebels  charged  in  splendid  style,  coming  up  in  close 
range,  when  six  pieces  of  artillery,  double- shotted,  and  our  dismounted 
troops,  oi)ened  upon  them,  and  repulsed  them  handsomely,  with  little 
loss  to  us.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  charge  was  very  severe.  As 
the  enemy  pushed  around  my  right  flank  I  threw  in  the  Ninth  Michigan 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  dismounted,  and  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
mounted.  After  the  enemy  Avas  handsomely  repulsed,  by  order  of 
General  Kilpatrick  I  Avithdrew  my  brigade  and  marched  six  miles  and 
encamx)ed.  November  29,  marched  at  5  a.  m.  to  near  Louisville,  and 
encamped  and  remained  untilDecember  1 ;  marched  eight  miles  on  the 
Waynesborough  road,  moving  through  the  fields  on  the  right  flank  of 
General  Baird’s  division  of  infantry. 

December  2,  continued  march  same  as  yesterday.  Col.  T.  T.  Heatli, 
with  one  battalion  of  his  regiment,  the  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
made  a  gallant  little  saber  charge,  successfully  driving  the  enemy.  De¬ 
cember^,  marched  fourteen  miles  and  encamped  at  Thomas’  Station.  The 
Ninety-second  IllinoisMounted  Infantry  Volunteers  Avas placed  on  picket 
to  cover  the  infantry  of  General  Baird  in  tearing  up  track  and  skirmished 
with  the  enemy  nearly  all  night.  The  enemy  shelled  the  regiment  with  ar¬ 
tillery,  killing  two  and  Avounding  one.  December  4,  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  my 
brigade  in  advance,  to  attack  and  rout  Wheeler.  We  found  him  i  n  strong 
position  near  Waynesborough,  dismounted  behind  heavy  rail  barricades, 
and  attacked  him  \dgorouvSly.  The  Ninety-second  Illinois  JVlounte(l 
Infantry  Volunteers  (dismounted)  moved  in  line  in  the  center;  the 
Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  (Rivalry  (mounted)  in  column  (mi  the  left,  and 
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tlie  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  in  column  in  the  road  on  the  right 
of  the  Mnety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  Volunteers.  Colonel 
Van  Buskirk,  with  his  regiment,  the  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  Volunteers  (dismounted),  moved  steadily  up  in  front  of  the 
barricades,  keeping  the  enemy  in  constant  fear  of  his  Spencer  rifles, 
and  his  regiment  moved  over  the  barricades  of  the  enemy  while  many 
of  them  lay  behind  them  with  loaded  guns  in  dumb- stricken  fear,  and 
as  they  attempted  to  leave  the  barricades  poured  in  volley  after  volley 
with  his  repeating  rifles.  The  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Hamilton  commanding,  held  the  left  flank,  skirmishing  with  rebels  in 
the  woods  beyond.  The  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  charged  in  gal¬ 
lant  style  down  the  road.  The  Ninth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
after  passing  the  flrst  barricade,  charged  by  squadron  to  meet  a  coun¬ 
ter-charge  by  the  enemy,  and  did  it  finely,  driving  him  back.  Three 
successive  lines  of  barricades  were  taken  in  the  single  charge,  the 
enemy  stubbornly  resisting,  but  compelled  to  yield  to  our  charging 
columns.  Wheeler  had  chosen  his  position  cautiously  in  the  roughest, 
most  inaccessible  locality,  and  feeling  himself  safe  against  a  saber 
charge  hung  to  it  tenaciously,  but  he  was  handsomely  routed  and  rode 
over.  The  fruits  of  our  victory  were  50  of  the  enemy  killed,  thrice  that 
number  wounded,  and  87  prisoners  captured.  My  brigade  was  now 
withdrawn  by  command  of  General  Kilpatrick,  and  Colonel  Murray’s 
brigade  pushed  the  enemy  through  the  town.  All  of  my  men  and 
officers  behaved  with  noticeable  gallantry,  but  I  am  impelled  to  men¬ 
tion  especially  Captain  Norton,  of  the  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
who  was  mortally  wounded  ih  this  charge  while  nobly  doing  his  duty 
at  the  head  of  his  men.  Now  for  a  name  for  our  regiment,”  said  he, 
as  with  gleaming  saber  he  went  forward  into  the  fight.  Generous  sol¬ 
dier !  the  honor  of  his  regiment  was  his  uppermost  thought.  Corporal  - 
David  Scott,  the  bearer  of  my  brigade  flag,  was  instantly  killed  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight  while  waving  the  flag  as  high  as  he  could  reach 
and  cheering  on  the  men.  The  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Col.  T.  T. 
Heath,  followed  the  enemy  to  Brier  Creek,  on  the  Augusta  road,  and 
conqjletely  destroyed  the  large  railroad  bridge  over  that  creek.  My 
brigade  moved  that  night  to  Alexander  and  encamped.  Decern 
l)er  5,  marched  twenty-two  miles  and  encamped  at  Jacksonborough. 
December  6,  marched  fourteen  miles,  covering  rear  of  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  encainx^ed  at  Buck  Creek.  December  7,  marched 
at  8  a.  m.,  the  enemy  attacking  our  rear  as  we  left  camp;  the 
Ninth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry  as  rear  guard.  About  5  p.  m. 
the  enemy  in  strong  force  made  a  vigorous  attack  and  were  re¬ 
pulsed  by  the  Ninth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
The  attack  was  a  most  persistent  one,  and  was  met  and  returned 
as  i)ersistently  by  these  two  regiments.  December  8,  moved  in  rear  of 
General  Baird’s  division  of  infantry.  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  as 
rear  guard,  the  enemy  following  and  fighting.  About  noon  the  infantry 
halted,  the  enemy  still  pressing,  and  we  went  into  position  on  the 
right  of  the  road.  General  Baird  deploying  a  brigade  of  infantry  on 
the  left.  We  repulsed  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on  tlie  road,  and  again 
in  attenq^ting  to  turn  our  right  flank  the  infantry  repulsed  an  attack 
on  the  left.  We  remained  in  position  until  12  x).  m.,  when  the  infantry 
having  withdrawn  we  did  so.  General  Baird’s  second  line  remaining 
until  we  had  crossed  Ebenezer  Creek,  when  we  again  took  the  rear, 
barricaded  the  road,  and  destroyed  the  bridge,  the  enemy  shelling  us 
with  artillery  while  withdrawing,  but  without  injuring  us.  December 
9,  moved  to  rex3ort  to  the  division  general,  and  encamx)ed  six  miles 
south  of  Springfield.  December  10,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  to  Station  No. 
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1,  Georgia  Central  Eailroad.  Nintli  Ohio  Yolnnteer  Cavalry  sent  to 
cover  rear  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps.  December  11,  moved  to 
within  six  miles  of  Savannah,  the  Fifth  Ohio  Yolnnteer  Cavalry  sent 
to  cover  rear  of  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  remained  in  camp  on 
the  12th.  December  13,  marched  at  9  a.  m.  and  encamped  three 
miles  south  of  King’s  Bridge.  December  14,  marched  to  Midway 
and  encamped.  December  15  and  10,  moved  to  King’s  Bridge  and 
encamped,  where  this  report  was  called  for. 

During  the  campaign  my  brigade  has  marched  520  miles,  been  fre¬ 
quently  in  action,  and  always  successful.  Have  captured  104  prisoners, 
1,159  mules  and  horses,  have  subsisted  ourselves  principally  upon  the 
country,  and  have  burned  5,840  bales  of  cotton,  129  cotton  gins  and 
, screws,  and  11  flouring  mills. 

My  brigade  has  lost  20  killed  in  action,  70  wounded  in  action,  and  51 
captured  by  the  enemy. 

My  brigade  was  organized  just  before  leaving  Marietta.  The  regi¬ 
mental  organizations  were  unaccustomed  to  act  together,  and  officers 
and  men  were  strangers.  In  this  month’s  campaign,  in  bivouac  and 
battle,  they  have  become  acquainted,  have  always  acted  in  harmony 
and  mutual  support  of  each  other,  and  I  trust  have  not  failed  to  Avin, 
as  a  brigade,  the  confidence  and  approval  of  their  commanding  general. 

To  officers  and  men  I  return  my  sincerest  thanks  for  their  soldierly 
conduct  on  all  occasions,  and  their  cheerful  and  prompt  obedience  to  all 
of  my  commands.  As  brigade  commander  I  am  proud  of  my  brigade. 
I  feel  confidence  in  it,  and  its  soldierly  conduct  in  this  campaign  is  a 
sure  augury  of  what  it  will  always  be  ready  to  do. 

To  my  personal  staff  I  return  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  cheerful 
and  ready  assistance  at  all  times.  Major  Helm,  acting  brigade  surgeon 
(now  division  surgeon),  was  faitliful  to  sick  and  wounded,  attending 
to  his  duties  under  the  enemy’s  fire.  Lieutenant  Spear,  acting  commis¬ 
sary  of  subsistence,  acted  as  aide-de-camp,  and  carried  my  orders 
while  the  battle  raged  hardest.  Captain  Cornevin,  aide-de-camp. 
Lieutenant  Dawson,  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Swing,  aide-de-camp. 
Lieutenant  Cowan,  provost-marshal,  and  Lieuteuant  Skinner,  acting 
assistant  inspector-general,  were  always  faithful  and  efficient.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Cockley,  acting  aide-de-camp,  deserves  especial  mention.  At 
Waynesborough  he  thrice  requested  to  go  with  his  regiment,  the  Tenth 
Ohio  Yolnnteer  Cavalry,  in  its  charge,  and  when  permission  Avas 
granted,  dashed  forward  and  fought  bravely  at  its  head.  To  Captain 
Smith,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  courteous,  attentive, 
intelligent,  cool,  and  brave  under  fire,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the 
harmonious  working  of  my  brigade.  Lieutenant  BoAAdes,  my  acting 
assistant  quartermaster,  Avas  at  all  times  faithfully  attending  to  his 
duties. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  my  regimental  commanders,  which 
I  beg  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of  this  my  report. 

In  conclusion  I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  nearly  always, 
Avhen  my  brigade  has  been  engaged  Avith  the  enemy,  Brigadier-Ceneral 
Kil])atrick,  commanding  the  division,  has  personally  superintended  the 
disposition  of  tlie  troops,  riding  on  the  skirmish  line  in  full  view  of 
the  enemy,  and  cheering  on  the  men  by. his  presence  and  example. 

I  am,  captain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  D.  ATKIKS, 

Colonel  Ninety-second  Illinois  Infantry ^  Mounted,  Coindy.  Briyade. 

Capt.  L.  G.  Estes, 

Assistant  Adj u tan t-  General, 
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Report  of  Lieut.-  Col.  Mattheiv  Van  Bitskirly.,'  Ninety -second  Illinois 

Mounted  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-second  Illinois  Vol.  Mounted  Infty., 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  20,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  followinj^  report  of  the  part 
which  my  regiment  took  during  the  campaign  from  Atlanta,  Ga., 
through  the  center  of  the  State  to  a  point  near  Savannah,  Ga. : 

We  left  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  15th  day  of  November,  but  have  nothing 
to  record  more  than  the  usual  duties  of  picketing  and  scouting  until 
the  20th  instant,  when,  near  Macon,  Ga.,  we  encountered  the  enemy, 
my  regiment  acting  as  advance  guard  of  the  division.  We  drove  them 
before  us,  charging  them  from  behindT  several  strong  barricades,  killing 
and  wounding  several  and  taking  a  few  prisoners.  When  near  Walnut 
Creek  Company  H,  Cajit.  John  F.  Nelson  commanding,  was  detached 
and  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  railroad  between  Macon  and  Griswold- 
ville,  for  the  purj)ose  of  tearing  up  the  track  and  cutting  the  telegraph, 
all  of  which  was  successfully  accomplished.  After  driving  the  enemy 
across  Walnut  Creek  my  regiment  was  dismounted.  One  squadron, 
Captain  Hawk  commanding,  on  the  right,  and  one,  Captain  Becker 
commanding,  on  the  left,  were  ordered  to  cross  the  creek  to  suiiport  the 
Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  in  a  saber  charge.  The  enemy  were 
driven  into  their  fortifications.  The  object  for  which  the  charge  was 
made  having  been  accomplished,  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw  and 
recross  the  creek,  where  we  remained,  holding  the  enemy  in  check,  until 
after  dark.  Our  casualties  were  two  men  wounded.  After  dark  whole 
command  withdrew,  my  regiment  acting  as  rear  guard.  We  were 
stationed  on  picket  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant,  my  regiment  being  still  on  picket, 
the  enemy  attacked  the  outpost  at  daylight.  Skirmishing  continued 
until  about  9  a.  m.,  when  they  charged  the  outpost  in  front  and  on  the 
flanks  with  not  less  than  a  brigade,  driving  them  back  to  the  reserve. 
Still  on  they  came  in  their  furious  charge  until  within  easy  range  of 
our  guns,  when  we  opened  upon  them  a  fire  that  sent  them  flying  back¬ 
ward  in  great  confusion,  leaving  their  killed  and  wounded  upon  the 
field,  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  them  being  so  severe  they  did  not 
again  trouble  us.  A  prisoner,  since  captured,  reports  their  loss  to  have 
been  65  men  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss  was  2  men  captured.  From 
the  21st  to  the  26th  instant,  nothing  worthy  of  record  occurred  save 
the  incidents  usual  to  a  march.  On  the  27th  instant  my  regiment  was 
detailed  as  rear  guard.  W e  fought  the  enemy  all  day,  losing  but  one  man 
wounded.  In  our  action  with  Wheeler  on  the  28th  instant  my  regi¬ 
ment  formed  the  right  center  of  the  brigade,  supporting  a  battery. 
The  enemy  charged  but  were  beautifully  rei)ulsed.  We  lost  one  man, 
wounded. 

Our  usual  routine  of  march  and  picketing  was  uninterrupted  until 
Dectember  3,  when  my  regiment  was  placed  on  picket  on  the  railroad 
at  Thomas’  Station  to  protect  the  infantry  while  tearing  up  the  track. 
We  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  driving  them  back  sutficiently  to  take 
])Osition.  Skirmishing  continued  until  8  p.  m.  About  11  p.  m.  they  got 
a  battery  in  position  and  shelled  us.  Our  casualties  were  2  men  killed 
and  1  man  wounded.  At  daybreak  of  the  4th  instant  the  enemy 
advanced  their  skirmishers.  Skirmishing  continued  until  about  8  a.  m., 
when  the  division  came  u]),  and  my  regiment  was  ordered  forwai'd  in 
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line,  dismounted.  We  soon  found  the  enemy  strongly  j)osted  behind 
barricades  in  greatly  superior  numbers.  We  at  once  charged  them, 
driving  them  from  their  successive  lines  of  barricades,  routing  them  in 
wildest  confusion,  they  throwing  away  their  arms  and  whatever  else 
would  impede  their  flight,  many  seeking  safety  behind  trees  and  under 
houses,  leaving  their  killed  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  My  regiment 
captured  some  40  prisoners,  among  whom  was  a  major  and  a  lieutenant. 
We  lost  in  this  action  3  men  killed  and  6  men  wounded.  Until  the  8th 
instant  nothing  of  moment  occurred.  On  the  8th  we  had  a  skirmish 
with  the  enemy  without  casualty.  We  remained  in  line  of  battle  nearly 
all  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  crossed  Ebenezer  Creek, 
leaving  one  battalion,  under  command  of  Captain  Becker,  at  the  bridge 
to  guard  the  pioneers  while  they  destroyed  the  bridge  and  blockaded 
the  road.  While  thus  emxiloyed  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters,  wounding  one  man.  From  the  10th  to  the  20th  instant 
nothing  worthy  of  report  occurred. 

I  have  destroyed  during  the  campaign  20  gin  houses  and  gins,  con¬ 
taining  about  1,460  bales  of  cotton,  and  1  flouring  mill  and  1  saw-mill. 
We  cai)tured  106  horses  and  94  mules. 

The  casualties  of  my  regiment  are  5  killed,  12  wounded,  and  12  jniss- 
ing,  making  a  total  of  29  men. 

The  conduct  of  both  my  officers  and  men  on  all  occasions  is  worthy 
of  the  highest  praise. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

MATTHEW  VAN  BUSKIRK, 

Lieut.  Col.j  Comdg.  Kinety -second  Tllinois  ]\Lmnted  Infantry, 

Capt.  H.  J.  Smith, 

Act(f.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  Third  Gar.  THv. 


List  of  propertfi  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  Ninety-second  niinois  roluntcer  Mounted 
Infantry,  front  November  14,  1864,  to  December  19,  1864. 
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MATTHEW  VAN  BUSKIRK, 

lAentenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 
Nhar  King’s  Bridge,  (1a.,  Deeemher  P.V,  18Gd. 
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List  of  ])roperti)  lost,  destroyed,  and  ahandoned  by  and  captured  from  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  Volunteer  Mounted  Infantry  from  the  14th  day  of  November,  1864,  to  the 
19th  day  of  December,  1804. 
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MATTHEW  EUSKIRK, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel.,  Commanding. 


NTear  King’s  BeidctK,  Ga.,  December  23^  1864. 
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Report  of  Col.  George  8.  Ael'cr,  Kinth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Kinth  Michigan  A^olunteer  Cavalrat, 

December  19,  1864. 

Herewith  find  a  report  of  this  campaign  from  November  14,  18G4,  to 
December  17,  18G4: 

Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry  left  camp  near  Atlanta  on  the  14th  day  of 
November,  18G4,  and  moved  on  the  Fairburn  road,  five  miles  in  advance 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  where  we  encamped  for  the 
night.  November  15,  left  camp  and  moved  to  within  five  miles  of  Jones- 
borough.  Third  Battalion  being  in  the  advance;  drove  in  the  enemy’s 
picket.  November  IG,  passing  through  Jonesborough,  Lovejoy’s,  and 
Bear  Creek  Stations,  moved  three  miles  on  tlie  McDonough  road  and 
encamped  for  the  night.  November  17,  left  camp  and  marched  about 
twenty-two  miles  and  encamped  for  the  night.  18th,  marched  fifteen 
miles.  19th,  crossing  the  Ocmulgee,  passed  through  Hillsborough  and 
on  to  Clinton;  arrived  at  3  p.  m.  and  encamped.  During  that  day  we 
marched  thirty-nine  miles  and  took  six  prisoners.  20th,  Com])anies  B, 
C,  and  D,  being  detached  for  a  scout  to  Griswold  Station  in  charge  of 
Captain  Ladd,  meeting  the  enemy,  but  kee])ing  them  at  bay,  burned 
the  town,  destroying  the  railroad,  cutting  the  telegraph  wire,  burned  a 
train  of  cars.  Fighting  their  way  back,  they  returned  to  the  regiment 
on  the  23d  of  November,  with  the  loss  of  1  wounded  and  3  captured. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment  left  Clinton  and  marched  to  within  three 
miles  of  Macon  and  moved  back  five  miles  on  the  Milledgeville  road, 
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and  encamped.  21st,  were  drawn  up  in  Ikie  of  battle,  and  remained 
all  day.  Went  on  picket  four  miles  from  Macon,  and  remained  dur¬ 
ing  the  night.  22d,  marched  about  ten  miles.  23d,  marched  about 
three  miles  and  encamped;  First  Battalion  on  picket.  24th,  marched 
to  Milledgeville;  went  into  camp,  and  drew  five  days’  rations,  and 
moved  out  five  miles  and  encamped  for  the  night.  25th,  marched  to 
Buffalo  Creek.  The  bridge  being  burnt,  forded  the  stream,  and  went 
into  camp.  On  the  night  of  the  25th  Companies  A  and  M  were  detailed 
to  accompany  a  scout  to  Waynesborough.  They  tore  up  the  railroad, 
burned  the  depot  and  burned  the  bridge,  and  joined  the  command  near 
Waynesborough  without  losing  a  man,  capturing  1  colonel,  1  major,  1 
captain*,  and  10  enlisted  men.  26th,  marched  through  Gibson  and  went 
to  within  eight  miles  of  Louisville,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  27th, 
marched  thirty-five  miles,  and  encamped  for  the  night  near  Waynes¬ 
borough.  28th,  received  orders  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Kil¬ 
patrick  for  duty,  this  duty  being  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  division, 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  losing  3  men 
killed  and  1  wounded.  29th,  left  camp  at  3  a.  m.,  and  marched  to 
within  three  miles  of  Louisville  and  encamped.  30th,  part  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  on  a  scout;  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  and  returned  to 
camp. 

December  1,  marched  about  twenty-five  miles.  2d,  crossed  Eocky 
Creek  and  went  into  camp.  3d,  marched  all  day  and  went  into  camp  at 
Thomas’  Station.  4th,  marched  to  W aynesborough ;  the  First  and  Third 
Battalions  made  a  saber  charge  on  the  enemy ;  took  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners.  In  our  front  there  were  15  of  the  enemy  dead.  Our  loss  was 
2  killed  and  5  wounded.  Adjt.  William  C.  Cook,  who  in  the  charge 
dashed  upon  the  enemy’s  banner  and  attempted  to  carry  it  off,  was 
knocked  from  his  horse,  and  had  his  horse  shot,  and  still  remains  in  the 
enemy’s  hands.  We  then  moved  from  Waynesborough  to  Alexander 
and  encamped.  5th,  marched  all  day  and  went  into  camp  at  Brier 
Creek.  6th,  marched  to  within  three  miles  of  the  Savannah  Eiver  and 
encamped.  7th,  marched  all  day,  the  rebels  in  our  rear;  about  4  p.  m. 
they  attempted  to  cut  us  off*  at  Cypress  Swamp.  One  battalion,  under 
Capt.  J.  G.  McBride,  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  about  two  miles, 
then  fell  back,  the  enemy  following  them,  when  the  whole  regiment  be¬ 
came  engaged.  After  skirmishing  about  one  hour  we  received  orders  to 
fall  back  across  the  swamp.  Our  loss  was,  Capt.  F.  S.  Ladd  and  Lieut. 
William  Bateman  supposed  to  be  killed,  5  missing,  and  2  wounded. 
We  moved  back  about  two  miles  and  encamped.  8th,  received  orders 
to  report  to  Brigadier- General  Kilpatrick  at  4  a.  m.  Wo  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Ebenezer  Creek,  when  we  went  into  camp  and  fed.  The  bridge 
being  finished,  we  crossed  over  and  went  to  within  three  miles  of 
Springfield  and  encamped  for  the  night.  9th,  moved  to  General 
Sherman’s  headquarters,  within  four  miles  of  Savannah,  and  encamped. 
10th,  moved  to  within  four  miles  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  and  encamped. 
11th,  moved  across  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  marching  toward  Fort  McAllis¬ 
ter;  captured  one  prisoner,  and  encamped  at  White  Hall  for  the  night. 
12th,  marched  to  Saint  Catherine’s  Sound.  13th  and  14th,  in  cami3.  15th, 
marched  to  within  two  miles  of  King’s  Bridge.  16th  and  17th,  in  camp, 
building  fortifications. 

During  the  thirty-one  days’  campaign  we  have  destroyed  100  cotton 
gins  and  10  grist-mills. 

GEO.  S.  ACKEE, 
Colonel,  Commandinff  Megment, 

Actg.  Asst.  Aujt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  Cavalry  Div. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

December  18,  1864. 

Eeport  of  casualties  in  tlie  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry  from  November 
14,  1864,  to  December  17,  1864.* 

GEO.  S.  ACKER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 


.  No.  153. 

Eeport  of  Col.  Thomas  T.  Heath,  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Near  Kmg^s  Bridge,  Ga.,  December  23,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reiiort  that  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry 
(with  the  First  Squadron  Ohio  Cavalry  temporarily  attached),  with  an 
aggregate  of  563  men,  marched  with  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  S.  1). 
Atkins  commanding,  from  Marietta,  Ga.,  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1864,  on  the  expedition  ending  with  the  occupation  of  Savannah  by 
our  forces. 

Just  previous  to  marching  440  2nen  of  my  regiment,  and  9  officers, 
Avhose  terms  of  service  had  expired,  were  ordered  to  Ohio  to  be  mus¬ 
tered  out  of  service.  Myself  and  11  other  officers  were  retained  on  the 
order  of  Major-General  Howard,  commanding  Army  and  Department 
of  the  Tennessee,  though  entitled  to  be  ordered  to  Ohio  for  muster  out 
of  service  on  the  14th  of  November,  1864.  During  this  most  arduous 
canqiaign  both  officers  and  men  have  done  their  Avhole  duty,  never  dis¬ 
contented  at  nor  flagging  in  the  routine  of  day  and  nigut  marches, 
building  breast- works,  destroying  railroads,  picket,  skirmish,  and  battle, 
through  thirty-eight  days  and  nights  in  an  enemy’s  country.  I  am 
proud  to  say,  that  for  intelligent  and  ready  execution  of  all  orders 
received,  as  well  as  for  valorous  action  on  the  battle-field,  my  officers 
and  men  deserve  the  highest  commendation,  have  my  thanks,  and 
promptly  received  acknowledgment  in  general  orders  from  brigade 
and  division  commanders.  Dogged  by  a  persistent  and  relentless 
enemy  from  East  Point  to  the  walls  of  Savannah,  through  woods  and 
swamps  hitherto  considered  impracticable,  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  has 
done  its  full  share  of  every  work,  participated  in  every  engagement, 
and  never  faltered.  At  Macon  it  supported  the  gallant  Tenth  Ohio  in 
its  charge,  while  one  battalion  tore  up  the  railroad.  On  the  28th  of 
November  the  First  Brigade  was  hardly  pressed  in  the  swamp  at  Buck 
Head  Creek.  This  regiment  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Atkins  to  go  to 
the  rear  and  cover  the  crossing  of  the  brigade.  Moving  rapidly  to 
the  rear,  it  took  xiosition,  dismounted,  threw  uii  barricades  of  rails, 
planted  its  section  of  howitzers  to  cover  the  bridge,  enabled  the  whole 
brigade  to  cross  in  safety,  and  checked  the  advance  of  Wheeler’s  whole 
force,  which  was  exultingly  pressing  the  rear.  When  the  smoke  of 
our  discharge  of  canister  had  cleared  away  the  rebels  who  were  crowded 
on  the  causeways  to  the  bridge  were  not  seen,  and  Capt.  W^illiam 
J  essup,  ConqianyD,  with  twenty  of  his  men,  under  the  fire  of  their  rifle¬ 
men  daringly  burned  and  completely  destroyed  the  bridge,  while  shells 
from  the  howitzers  comxielled  the  enemy  to  ploy  and  seek  crossing 
above  and  below.  After  two  hours,  finding  the  enemy  was  crossing  at 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  3  enlisted  men  killed,  3  commissioned  officers  and 
12  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  2  commissioned  officers  and  12  enlisted  men  missing. 
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other  points  and  gaining  our  flanks  and  rear^  we  steadily  retired  on 
the  brigade,  which  had  taken  position  two  miles  and  a  half  to  onr 
front.  AV,e  had  not  marched  far  before  the  enemy  closed  from  either 
flank  on  the  road  we  were  marching  and  began  skirmishing.  Oapt. 
Alexander  G.  Kossman,  Company  E,  commanding  Third  Battalion, 
Fifth  Ohio,  as  rear  guard,  skillfully  and  gallantly  kept  them  in  check 
until  the  advance  battalion  had  been  assigned  position  with  the  brigade 
at  Reynolds’  plantation.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  charged  in  two 
columns  with  vigor.  Captain  Rossman,  with  his  battalion  re-enforced 
by  Company  C  and  a  line  of  dismounted  skirmishers,  fought  in  front  of 
the  barricade  j  the  remainder  of  the  regiment,  with  the  howitzers,  from 
behind  the  Avork.  The  enemy  were  quickly  and  easily  repulsed  with 
loss. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  at  Rocky  Creek  Church,  the  regiment  re¬ 
ported  to  General  Kilpatrick,  and  I  was  ordered  to  clear  the  left  fl.ank 
of  rebels.  Deploying  the  First  Battalion,  Capt.  John  Pummill  com¬ 
manding,  I  charged,  and  with  a  single  battalion  drove  a  force  of  full 
1,000  rebels  from  behind  rail  barricades  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles. 
After  this  charge  was  made  six  companies  of  the  Third  Kentucky  came 
up  and  rendered  A^al liable  assistance.  On  the  4th  of  December,  at  the 
battle  of  Waynesborough,  the  regiment  was  not  so  heavily  engaged  as 
some  others,  though  it  charged  Dvice  and  Avould  have  made  a  good  list 
of  iirisoners,  had  not  our  own  artillery,  through  mistake,  flred  on  us, 
which  caused  a  deflection  of  my  columns  to  prevent  unnecessary 
slaughter.  Later  we  opened  eftective  fire  with  carbines.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  of  this  day  AAe  Avere  ordered  fi\"e  miles  beyond  Waynesborough 
to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  over  Brier  Creek,  which  Ave  accomplished  in 
a  thorough  manner,  firing  seventy-nine  bents  of  heavy  trestle  bridging. 
On  the  8th  of  December  the  regiment  was  under  arms  and  on  picket 
for  fifteen  hours,  covering  the  army  in  crossing  a  diflicult  swamp  near 
Ebenezer  Chapel.  At  midnight  the  enemy  shelled  furiously  and  the 
infantry  picket  fell  back  in  confusion,  Avhilethe  Fifth  Ohio  and  Mnety- 
second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  held  their  line  firmly,  and  when  oi-- 
dered  retired  in  perfect  order.  On  December  11  I  was  ordered  by  Col¬ 
onel  Atkins  to  cover  the  rear  of  Major-General  Howard’s  armj^  I  took 
up  position  near  Silk  Hope  and  received  orders  from  General  Kilpat- 
l  ick  to  accompany  him  on  expedition  to  open  communications  with  the 
fleet.  Crossing  the  Ogeechee  and  Cannouchee  Rivers  on  pontoons,  Ave 
camped  on  the  12th  near  Fort  McAllister,  and  on  the  13th  at  10  o’clock 
struck  the  coast  on  Saint  Catherine’s  Sound.  Caiitain  Estes,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  a  stafi'  officer  of  Major-General  HoAvard,  in  a  small 
canoe;  myself,  Captain  Day,  provost-marshal,  and  Lieutenant  Messen¬ 
ger,  aide-de-camp.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  were  ordered,  in  a 
second  gum-tree  canoe,  to  pull  out  to  a  A^essel  Avliose  masthead  Avas  dis¬ 
cerned  in  the  offing.  After  a  row  of  tAvelve  or  fifteen  miles  we  spoke 
tlie  bark  Fernandina,  U.  S.  Kavy,  Captain  West  commanding;  Avere 
courteously  received,  and  furnished  a  boat’s  crew  and  cutter,  and  Avitli  an 
officer  of  the  vessel  reported  to  General  Kilpatrick,  Avho  iinmediately 
foiAvarded  dispatches  to  the  flag-ship.  Having  re])orted  again  to  my 
brigade  the  regiment  moved  on  th(‘  17th  of  December  Avith  the  ex])edi- 
tion  which  destroyed  Morgan  Lake  and  river  sAvani])  trestle,  near  the 
Altamaha  River,  on  the  Gulf  railroad. 

During  the  canpiaign  the  reginnmt  lost  I  man  killed  in  action,  12 
men  AAmunded,  11  men  captured  by  the  enemy  (7  of  Avhom  AAxn  e  ca])- 
tnred  near  Shoals  of  Ogeechee  Avhile  foraging  foi-  horses),  and  h  horses 
killed. 
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My  report  would  be  incomplete  did  I  not  mention  Maj.  D.  Y.  Ean- 
nels,  surgeon,  who,  with  remarkable  assiduity  and  great  skill,  made 
the  condition  of  our  sick  and  wounded  more  than  ordinarily  comfort¬ 
able  on  a  wearisome  march.  No  labor  wearied  him;  no  tax  exhausted 
his  patience. 

Lieutenant  Heath,  regimental  (piartermaster,  had  charge  of  the 
train,  Avhich  marched  mostly  Avith  infantry  columns,  and  brought  it 
-through  without  loss  of  a  mule,  Avagon,  or  a  cent’s  worth  of  Government 
property. 

Lieut.  Lee  S.  Haldemau,  acting  adjutant,  on  all  occasions  rendered 
me  valuable  assistance,  exhibiting  coolness  and  judgment  which 
marked  him  as  a  young  officer  of  superior  talent  and  worthy  of  promo¬ 
tion. 

Capt.  William  Jessup  and  Capt.  Alexander  C.  Eossman  were  both 
entitled  to  muster-out  on  the  14th  of  November  last,  yet  displayed  the 
most  admirable  gallantry  during  the  campaign,  but  more  especially  at 
Buck  Head  and  Eeynolds’  plantation.  The  service  is  not  ornamented 
by  more  Avorthy  captains. 

Captain  Dalzell  and  lieutenant  Coates,  of  the  First  Ohio  Independ¬ 
ent  Squadron,  have  a  soldierly  body  of  men,  and  have  proven  faithful 
and  efficient  during  the  Avhole  campaign.  Lieut.  Joseph  E.  Overturf, 
commanding  Company  H,  displayed  great  personal  gallantry  at  Eey¬ 
nolds’  plantation,  and  commanded  his  company  in  such  splendid  man¬ 
ner  that  I  am  happy  to  recommend  his  promotion  to  captain  in  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  his  services. 

The  regiment  is  now  in  camp  near  King’s  Bridge,  Ga. 

The  various  reports  in  detail  required  by  the  department  Avill  be  for¬ 
warded  as  early  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  aaJII  alloAA\ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  T.  HEATH, 

Colonel  Fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Capt.  H.  J.  Smith, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Second  Brig.  Third  I)iv.^  Cav.  Coriis. 


No.  154. 

Report  of  Col.  William  1).  Hamilton^  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

King’s  Bridge,  Ga.,  December  23^  1864. 

Colonel;  In  compliance  Avith  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  following  report  of  the  participation  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  Volun¬ 
teer  CaATilry  in  the  e\^ents  Avhich  transpired  during  the  recent  adAmnce 
of  the  army,  under  Major-General  Sherman,  through  Georgia,- ending 
in  the  fall  of  Savannah  : 

On  the  9th  day  of  November,  while  stationed  at  Tunnel  Hill,  Ga., 
with  part  of  my  regiment,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Kilpatrick  that  my  command  had  been  assigned  to  his  cavalry 
division,  Avhich  Avas  being  organized  at  i\I arietta,  Ga.;  that  a  portion 
of  my  regiment,  consisting  of  300  men,  under  command  of  Major 
Bowlus,  was  already  Avith  him,  and  ordering  me  to  report  at  that 
point  at  once  aa  ith  all  the  effectiA^e  men  of  my  command.  I  was  at  the 
time  illy  prepared  to  comply  Avith  the  order,  as  I  had  been  informed  by 
Major-General  Wilson,  chief  of  cavalry,  that  my  regiment  had  been 
ordered  to  report  to  him  at  Nashville,  and  to  make  my  arrangements 
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accordingly.  Part  of  my  men  were,  consequently,  lying  at  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  partly  dismounted  and  imperfectly  clothed.  After  clothing 
them,  I  sliii:>ped  the  dismounted  men,  by  Cfeneral  Kilpatrick’s  order, 
to  Marietta  5  brought  up  the  mounted  men  to  Tunnel  Hill,  and  on  the 
12th  of  November  started  from  there  with  350  mounted  men  for  Marietta, 
leaving  sixty  dismounted  men  under  Lieutenant  Cochran,  for  whom  no 
transportation  could  be  procured.  Upon  reaching  Calhoun  I  found 
the  railroad  destroyed  and  communication  with  the  front  cut  oli*.  We 
pushed  forward,  however,  and  when  five  miles  south  of  that  ])lace 
were  fired  into  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  seriously  Avounding  one  man. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  EtoAvah  Eiver  I  found  the  bridge  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  rear  of  our  troops  who  had  crossed  twenty-four  hours 
previously.  I,  however,  cleared  out  an  old  ford  which  had  been  block-, 
aded,  and  eftected  a  crossing  with  my  men  and  Avagons  and  pressed 
forward  until  I  overtook  the  rear  of  the  army  on  the  banks  of  the 
Chattahoochee,  having  traveled  the  last  eighty  miles  in  thirty-six 
hours.  I  overtook  and  reported  to  General  Kilpatrick  a  few  miles 
beyond  Lovejoy’s  Station,  Kovember  17,  and  joined  that  portion  of  the 
regiment  under  Major  Bowlus,  in  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Atkins 
commanding.  We  proceeded  south  without  opposition  until  arriA  ing 
before  Macon.  In  the  demonstration  uiAon  that  place  I  sent  one  bat¬ 
talion,  under  command  of  Major  Bowlus,  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge 
a(U‘oss  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver,  and  to  tear  up  the  -road.  The  bridge  Avas 
found,  however,  to  be  strongly  defended  by  the  enemy’s  artillery,  which 
o])ened  a  heaA^y  fire,  thus  preventing  the  destruction  of  the  bridge. 
Major  Bowlus,  however,  destroyed  the  road  until  within  about  100 
yards  of  the  bridge.  I,  with  the  balance  of  the  regiment,  occupied  our 
left  flank,  destroying  the  railroad,  until  ordered  to  Avithdraw  and  go 
into  camp.  In  this  affair  the  regiment  met  Avith  no  loss. 

From  Macon  our  march  Avas  harassed  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  under 
General  Wheeler,  with  Avhom  we  had  occasional  skirmishing,  and  on 
November  28  General  Kilpatrick  made  a  stand,  building  a  strong  line 
of  breast- AA  orks  at  a  place  known  as  the  White  House,  and  aAvaited  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  Here  my  command  was  posted,  one  battalion 
(mounted)  as  a  reserve  under  Major  Bowlus,  and  two  battalions  (dis¬ 
mounted)  in  the  center,  supporting  the  artillery.  The  enemy  charged  in 
column  along  the  road  on  our  front  and  left,  and  in  line  in  our  front  and 
rigid,  but  Avere  repulsed  twice  by  our  line  of  skirmishers,  throAvn  out 
400  yards  in  our  adA^ance,  commanded  by  Sergeant  (now  Lieutenant) 
Briner.  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  this  line  behaved  admirably,  standing 
firmly  in  an  open  field  and  holding  the  enemy  in  check  after  the  line 
on  the  right  and  left  had  been  withdrawn,  firmly  falling  back  as  the 
enemy  advanced,  Avho,  when  within  150  yards  of  our  Avorks,  Avere  met 
by  a  heavy  fire  from  our  main  force,  which  drove  them  in  disorder  from 
the  field,  leaving  a  number  of  killed  and  Avounded  in  front  of  my  com¬ 
mand.  Our  loss  was  three  wounded.  My  command  next  encountered 
the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  December  4,  before  Waynesborough.  Our 
brigade  being  in  the  advance,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  my  regiment  in 
three  lines  on  the  left  flank.  We  moved  forward  in  this  form  for  more 
than  a  mile,  driving  the  enemy  before,  Avhen,  by  order  of  General  Kil- 
l)atrick,  I  sent  forward  the  First  Battalion,  under  Major  Bowlus,  to 
(•harge  the  enemy  drawn  up  inline  of  battle  in  a  field  upon  our  extreme 
left.  This  Major  Bowlus  did  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  driving  them 
from  their  position  through  a  SAvamp  into  the  woods  toward  Waynes¬ 
borough.  In  the  meanwhile  the  enemy  had  formed  his  line  across  the 
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railroad  upon  a  stream  near  the  town,  and  prepared  to  make  a  vigorous 
resistance  to  our  advance.  Here  I  was  directed  by  you  to  charge  his  right. 
I  at  once  formed  the  two  battalions  into  one  line,  giving  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel  Stough  command  of  the  left,  with  directions  to  prevent  a  counter 
movement  on  their  part  on  their  extreme  right,  which  the  presence  of 
a  thicket  could  enable  them  to  do  under  cover,  and  with  the  right  I 
charged  upon  their  front,  driving  them  through  a  swamp  and  across 
the  stream,  killing  and  wounding  quite  a  number,  most  of  whom  they 
were  compelled  to  leave  upon  the  field.  They  also  lost  quite  a  number 
of  horses  in  their  bight.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stough  brought  up  the 
left  and  gallantly  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy.  We  crossed  the 
stream  and  were  forming  for  a  second  charge  when  I  received  orders 
to  return  and  give  place  to  the  First  Brigade,  which  had  come  up  to 
relieve  us.  In  this  engagement  I  lost  four  wounded. 

Our  next  encounter  with  the  enemy  was  on  the  7th  of  December,  while 
the  column  was  crossing  through  a  swamp  near  Ebenezer  Creek.  The 
euemy,  who  had  not  made  his  appearance  since  the  engagement  at 
Waynesborough,  came  upon  our  rear,  consisting  of  the  Ninth  Michigan 
Cavalry.  While  the  rear  of  the  column  was  waiting  for  the  advance  to 
cross,  I,  being  next  in  advance  of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  took  two 
companies,  A  and  B  of  my  regiment,  and  went  back  to  assist  Colonel 
Acker,  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  taking  a  position  and  deploying  iq)on 
his  extreme  left  in  front  of  a  road  running  off  from  the  main  road  in 
that  direction.  The  ground  was  covered  with  thick  underbrush,  which 
prevented  us  from  seeing  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  After  remain¬ 
ing  here  a  few  minutes  we  discovered  a  strong  force  moving  immediately 
in  our  front,  who  from  their  uniform  I  supposed  to  be  Colonel  Acker’s 
men.  The  enemy,  however,  evidently  aware  of  the  road  above  men¬ 
tioned,  had  made  a  bank  movement  under  cover  of  the  thicket,  and 
were  ap])roaching  with  a  view  of  cutting  off  the  rear  guard.  Discover¬ 
ing  their  true  character  I  opened  a  heavy  bre  upon  them,  checjking  them 
for  an  instant,  but,  gathering,  they  rushed  forward,  part  of  their  extended 
line  gaining  the  road  in  our  rear  near  a  ])oint  touched  by  the  extreme  of 
a  swamp,  and  would  thus  have  cut  us  off  had  they  not  been  held  back 
by  the  bre  of  another  company  which  I  had  fortunately  left  to  guard 
that  point,  thereby  enabling  us  to  get  round  and  form  in  the  open 
ground  between  the  swamj)s  and  main  road  upon  which  our  coin  inn  was 
moving.  The  enemy  seemed  determined  to  produce  confusion  in  onr 
column,  pressed  forward  vigorously  in  heavy  force,  to  check  Avhich  1 
found  it  necessary  to  send  for  company  after  company  until  two  bat¬ 
talions  Avere  deployed  in  different  lines,  holding  him  back  until  Colonel 
Acker  brought  up  his  regiment  and  passed  all  but  the  rear  guard  across 
the  swamp.  1,  in  the  meantime,  had  my  Third  Battalion  and  part  of  his 
command  formed  on  foot  in  front  of  the  SAvamp,  thus  holding  back  the 
enemy  until  the  entire  mounted  force  had  effected  a  crossing.  In  this 
affair  our  timely  assistance  and  support,  I  am  assured,  saved  the  rear 
guard  of  our  column  on  that  occasion.  Our  loss  Avas,  wounded,  2; 
missing,  2. 

Next  day,  December  8,  my  regiment  being  rear  guard,  Avas  attacked 
by  the  enemy  about  noon,  but  held  him  in  check  until  our  column  Avas 
massed  in  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  at  Ebenezer  Bridge,  at  AAliich 
point  he  was  held  in  check  by  our  cavalry  and  infantry  combined  until 
the  road  Avas  cleared  and  our  Avhole  force  ])assed  safel>^  over  and  the 
bridge  destroyed.  My  loss  on  this  day  Avas  one  missing. 

Company  (I  during  the  march  Avas  on  detached  service  Avith  the  Tenth 
Wisconsin  Battery. 
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No  casualties  at  Altamaha  bridge. 

Casualties  during  the  campaign,  wounded,  10;  missing,  3. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv¬ 
ant, 

W.  D.  HAMILTON, 
Colonel  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

[Col.  Smith  H.  Atkins.  | 


.4  I)  1)  E  X  IJ  .4  . 

HEADt^l  ARTEKS  NiNTII  OHIO  CAVALRY  VOLUNTEERS, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  28.,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  following  report  of  casualties 
and  deaths  in  this  regiment,  occurring  between  the  time  of  leaving  Tun¬ 
nel  Hill,  Ga.,  and  reaching  Savannah,  Ga.* 

w.  McMillan, 

AfiHlstant  ^Surgeon,  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Col.  W.  D.  Hamilton, 

Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


No.  155. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thoiuas  IV.  iSanderson,  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

King^s  Bridge,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  22,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  from  the  time  of  leaving  Marietta,  Ga.,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Third  Cavalry  Division  at  this  place: 

On  the  16th  day  of  November,  Wheeler’s  command  having  been 
encountered  at  Bear  Creek  Station,  the  Tenth  Ohio  was  ordered  to  the 
advance,  and  directed  to  drive  the  enemy  two  miles  upon  a  road  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  right.  In  attemi)ting  to  do  so  two  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry 
were  encountered  strongly  posted  on  a  ridge  behind  barricades.  Two 
s([uadrons  of  the  regiment  were  dismounted  on  the  enemy’s  left  dank 
to  engage  their  attention  while  his  right  was  being  turned  by  a  saber 
charge,  which  was  done  in  gallant  style,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Filkins,  in  command  of  one  battalion  of  the  regiment.  The  enemy  were 
driven  at  all  points  from  their  barricades  and  closely  ])ursued  for  more 
than  a  mile.  No  other  troops  assisted  in  this  action.  Twenty  prisoners, 
including  3  commissioned  officers,  were  captured.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
was  not  ascertained.  The  regiment  lost  4  killed,  7  wounded,  and  4 
ca])tured.  It  is  but  just  that  I  should  call  attention  to  the  heroic  con¬ 
duct  of  Sergt.  Harry  Shrieves,  of  Comi)any  C,  who  led  his  company, 
being  vseveral  rods  in  front  of  them,  in  the  saber  charge,  inciting  the 
men  by  his  example  to  deeds  of  valor  until  he  fell  wounded  by  a  ball 
through  the  thigh.  The  complete  success  of  the  charge,  against  more 
than  four  times  the  number  of  those  who  made  it,  tlie  assailed  at  the 
same  time  protected  by  barricades,  was  in  a  great  measure  attributable 
to  his  gallantry. 


^Nominal  list  (<)mitte«l)  shows  10  wounded  and  5  missing. 
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The  regiment  was  not  engaged  again  until  the  arrival  of  the  com¬ 
mand  at  Macon  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  when,  during  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  demonstration  made  by  General  Kilpatrick  upon  that  place, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  make  a  saber  charge  along  the  Clinton 
and  Macon  road,  from  which  the  enemy  were  then  firing.  The  distance 
to  reach  the  gunsAvas  something  over  half  a  mile  along  a  road  through 
deep  AYOods  Avhich  concealed  the  enemy’s  guns  and  their  works.  The 
regiment  (except  one  battalion,  detached),  in  pursuance  of  orders, 
charged  along  the  road,  reached  the  enemy’s  guns,  which  were  in  a 
redoubt,  completely  blocking  the  road,  there  being  only  room  for  two 
horses  to  enter  the  Avorks  abreast.  In  rear  of  and  also  extending  from 
both  flanks  of  the  redoubt  were  long  lines  of  breast-works  and  rifle- 
ifits  filled  with  infantry.  On  the  left  of  the  road  there  was  also  a  bat¬ 
tery  commanding  the  road  and  the  point  AA^here  the  road  crossed  a 
small  but  deep  creek,  being  the  point  from  which  the  regiment  started 
on  the  charge.  Notwithstanding  all  these  obstacles  the  regiment 
charged  into  the  redoubt  and  for  a  moment  had  complete  possession 
of  it,  and  could,  if  the  men  had  possessed  the  means,  have  spiked  the 
guns.  As  the  head  of  the  column  entered  the  redoubt  the  first  line  of 
the  enemy’s  infantry  (apparently  militia)  seemed  to  be  stampeded  and 
panic-stricken  and  were  rapidly  falling  back.  The  second  line,  how¬ 
ever,  Avere  seen  advancing  to  gain  a  i)osition  behind  the  works  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  militia.  An  infantry  line  was  also  seen  advancing  from 
the  Avoods  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  seeing  that  the  guns  could  not 
be  remoA^ed,  and  that  there  was  barely  time  to  AvithdraAv  the  regiment 
before  the  rebel  infantry  Avould  be  upon  us,  I  ordered  the  column  to 
retire.  This  Avas  done  in  good  order,  under  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns. 
The  loss  of  the  regiment  iu  this  charge  Avas  seven  Avounded.  It  is  Avith 
pleasure  I  call  the  attention  of  the  colonel  commanding  to  the  heroic 
conduct  and  bearing  of  Capt.  J.  II.  Haflbrd,  of  Company  M,  command¬ 
ing  Companies  0  and  M.  His  squadron  was  in  the  adA^ance  and  its 
head.  He  A\ms  the  first  man  to  enter  the  fort,  AA  here  his  horse  Avas  shot 
under  him,  and  falling  upon  him  he  could  not  extricate  himself  in  time 
to  prevent  his  capture.  He  is  uoav  in  the  hands  of  the  enejiiy. 

In  the  next  action  of  note  in  Avhich  the  division  AA^as  engaged,  at  Key- 
nolds,  on  the  28th  of  November,  the  Tenth  being  sent  to  the  right  flank 
of  the  line,  AA^hich  the  enemy  did  not  attack,  was  not  specially  engaged, 
and  nothing  more  of  note  occmrred  until  the  engagement  at  AYaynes- 
borough,  on  the  4th  of  December.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  AAiien 
tlie  command  moAY*d  from  bivouac  at  Thomas’  Station  to  attack  Wheel¬ 
er’s  command  near  Waynesborough,  the  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry 
moved  in  the  advance,  under  orders  from  the  colonel  commanding  bri¬ 
gade,  that  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  occurred,  to  charge  AAuth  the  saber. 
A  skirmish  line  AA'as  thrown  out  from  the  regiment,  which  drove  the 
skirmish  line  of  the  enemy  for  more  than  a  mile  back  in  the  direction 
of  Waynesborough,  upon  their  main  line,  strongly  posted  behind  barri¬ 
cades,  dismounted.  As  soon  as  this  line  Avas  developed  the  regiment 
Avas  arranged  for  a  charge  by  battalions.  The  First  Ilattalion,  com¬ 
manded  by  Capt.  S.  E.  Norton,  Avas  directed  to  moA^e  doAvn  the  railroad 
on  the  enemy’s  left  tlaid^;  the  Second,  Major  Platt,  to  move  to  the  left 
so  as  to  turn  the  barricades  on  the  enemy’s  right;  and  the  Third,  Major 
Filkins,  Avas  ordered  to  move  straight  on  to  the  barricades;  all  to  cliarge 
with  the  saber  at  a  given  signal.  At  the  same  time  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  (dismounted)  moved  in  line  of  battle  toAvard  the  rebel  line.  As 
soon  as  that  regiment  got  Avitliin  range,  I  ordered  tln^  charge,  Avhich  Avas 
mad(‘  ill  splendid  style,  the  barricades  carried,  and  tlie  AAiiole  rebel  line 
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staiiipeded.  The  regiment  captured  over  70  prisoners.  1  luive  not 
been  able  to  learn  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  In  this  action  the 
regiment  lost  4  killed  and  7  wounded.  Among  the  wounded  was  Oapt. 
S.  E.  Norton,  commanding  the  l^irst  Battalion,  whose  wound  proved 
mortal.  His  loss  to  the  regiment  is  irreparable.  For  faithfulness  in 
the  discharge  of  all  Ms  duties  as  an  officer,  and  bravery  upon  the  battle¬ 
field,  exhibited  on  every  occasion  when  an  opportunity  presented,  could 
not  be  surpassed.  The  brilliant  victory  of  the  day  was  dearly  pur¬ 
chased  in  his  loss  to  the  army  and  the  country. 

The  total  loss  of  the  regiment  since  leaving  Marietta,  Ga.,  November 
14,  18G4,  is  as  follows:  Officers — wounded,  4  (1  mortally);  captured,  2. 
Enlisted  men — killed,  7;  wounded,  22;  missing,  13. 

During  the  campaign  the  regiment  captured  229  horses  and  mules. 
There  were  180  of  these  killed  in  action  and  abandoned. 

The  undersigned,  as  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  is  fully  sat¬ 
isfied  with  the  bravery  and  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his  com¬ 
mand  during  the  campaign,  and  only  hopes  that  they  have  met  the 
expectations  of  the  colonel  commanding  brigade  in  the  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  duties  of  officers  and  soldiers,  and  in  their  conduct 
upon  the  battle-field  in  one  of  the  most  successful  and  glorious  cam¬ 
paigns  of  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TI108.  W.  SANDEKSON, 

lAeiitenant- Colonel ^  Comdg.  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Oapt.  H.  J.  Bmitii, 

Aetij.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Second  Briy.^  Third  Cavalry  ])iv. 


No.  15(). 

Report  of  Capt.  Yates  V.  ReehCj  Tenth  Wisconsin  Battery. 

Headquakterh  Tenth  Wisconsin  Battery, 

December  IS,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  a  drcular  from  your  headquarters, 
dated  December  17,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Tenth 
Wisconsin  Battery  left  Marietta,  Ga.,  on  the  14th  day  of  November, 
1864.  On  the  16th  day  of  November  the  battery  was  in  action  at  Love- 
joy’s  Station  and  at  Bear  Credv  Station.  At  Lovejoy’s  Station  the 
liattery  silenced  the  enemy’s  guns  and  took  possession  of  two  of  them 
after  the  cavalry  had  run  them  down.  On  the  19th  the  battery  erossed 
the  Ocmulgee  and  marched  thirty-two  miles  to  Clinton.  This  day’s  march 
killed  ten  horses.  On  the  20th  the  battery  was  in  action  near  Macon; 
had  one  wagon  broken  and  destroyed.  On  the  23d,  near  Gordon,  broke 
an  axle  and  destroyed  a  caisson.  On  the  24th,  2oth,  26th,  and  27th 
the  conqiany  marched  123  miles,  to  Waynesborough ;  had  30  horses 
killed  and  abandoned.  On  the  28th  the  battery  was  in  action  at  4 ones’ 
])lantation  near  Buck  Head  Church,  and  on  the  29th  arrived  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ga. 

December  1,  2,  and  3,  the  battery  inarched  with  (reneral  Baird’s  divis¬ 
ion  to  Thomas’  Station,  seven  miles  south  of  Waynesborough.  On  the  4th 
the  battery  was  in  action  at  Waynesborougli.  On  tlie  5tli,  6th,  7th,  and 
8th  tlie  battery  marched  seventy-three  miles,  to  Ebenezer.  On  the  11th 
the  battery  went  into  camp  witliin  five  miles  of  Savannah,  on  the  Macon 
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and  !Savaiiiiali  Kailroad.  On  the  I3tli  and  14tli  the  battery  inarched 
thirty  miles  to  Midway  Church.  On  the  16th  the  battery  went  into 
camp  at  Kind’s  Bridge,  where  it  remains  yet. 

During  this  campaign  the  company  has  been  in  action  seven  times 
and  marched  520  miles.  They  have  lost  1  wagon,  50  horses,  and  1 
caisson.  They  have  captured  2  horses,  10  imdes,  and  2  guns. 

In  a  report  of  this  kind  there  cannot  be  much  said  to  dazzle  the 
imagination;  but  if  cheerful  fighting, 'tedious  marching,  and  tireless 
vigilance  does  lack  excitement,  it  cannot  fail  to  command  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  friends  and  foes. 

1  am,  captain,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Y.  V.  BEEBE, 

Captain  Tenth  Battery  ^Yisconfiin  Volunteer  ArtUlery. 

Capt.  H.  J.  Smith, 

A etiny  A ssistan t  Adjutant- General. 


No.  157. 

Report  of  Alaj.  (ten.  Joseph  Wheeler,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Caralry 

Corps. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24^  1864. 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  from  November  19, 1864,  the  date  General 
Hardee  assumed  command: 

For  several  days  iirevious  to  that  date  I  had  been  resisting  the  enemy’s 
advance  from  Atlanta  toward  Macon,  reporting  daily  to  Generals  Bragg, 
Hood,  Hardee,  and  Taylor,  and  also  to  Governor  Brown,  almost  the 
exact  movements  and  intentions  of  the  enemy.  Anderson’s  brigade 
had  been  ordered  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  at  Macon,  in 
order  that  he  might  place  him  in  iiosition  to  observe  the  enemy  ap¬ 
proaching  Macon  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ocmulgee  Biver.  This  brigade 
was  placed  in  position  by  General  Cobb  on  the  Clinton  road. 

On  the  19th  1  sent  Crews’  (Georgia)  brigade  with  orders  also  to  report 
to  General  Cobb.  This  brigade.  Colonel  Crews  reports,  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  Milledgeville  road,  with  instructions,  as  1  afterward 
learned,  to  follow  and  engage  any  raiding  party  of  the  enemy  which 
might  move  toward  the  railroad.  Toward  evening  on  the  19th  I  ascer¬ 
tained  from  my  scouts  that  the  main  forces  of  the  enemy  had  crossed 
the  Ocmulgee  Biver  above  the  mouth  of  the  Towaliga,  which  induced 
me  to  move  to  Macon  in  person,  directing  all  my  command,  except  Fer¬ 
guson’s  and  Breckinridge’s  brigades,  to  follow  me. 

On  arriving  at  Macon,  about  11  p.  m.,  I  found  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee,  who  had  assumed  command  of  the  department.  He  directed 
me  to  move  at  daylight  with  all  my  available  force,  except  Crews’  bri¬ 
gade,  out  on  the  Clinton  road  and  ascertain  the  enemy’s  force  and  loca¬ 
tion.  In  obeying  this  order,  and  before  marching  toward  Clinton,  both 
my  flanks  were  menaced  by  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  which  1  was 
obliged  to  drive  off,  causing  some  delay.  1  then  moved  on  rapidly  witl. 
my  advance  guard  to  Clinton,  and  found  Osterhaus’  cori)s  moving 
through  the  town.  This  was  not  observed  until  very  near  the  column, 
owing  to  a  dense  fog.  Six  men  dashed  into  the  town  and  captured  Gen- 
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era!  Osterliaus’  servant  (an  enlisted  man)  within  twenty  leet  of  General 
Osterhaus’  headquarters.  A  regiment  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  charged 
us,  making  the  retreat  of  my  small  escort  necessary.  A  squad  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  had  pressed  in  upon  my  line  of  retreat  between  my 
l^osition  and  the  body  of  my  command.  These,  however,  were  soon 
cleared  away  by  the  approach  of  two  of  my  regiments,  which  came  up 
rai)idly  to  my  assistance.  I  immediately  charged  the  advancing  column 
of  the  enemy  and  drove  it  back  upon  their  infantry.  They  tlien  rallied 
and  charged  me  again.  We  met  this  charge,  checked  and  returned  it 
with  success,  driving  them  back  toward  Clinton. 

I  now  learned  from  my  scouts  that  the  enemy  in  considerable  force 
were  pressing  down  the  road  toward  Griswoldville.  I  started  i)romptly 
with  a  portion  of  my  command  in  that  direction,  and  soon  met  a  courier 
from  Colonel  Crews  with  a  Jiote  from  him  stating  that  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry  had  moved  toward  the  railroad,  and  that,  pursuant  to  General 
Hardee’s  orders,  he  was  going  in  j)ursuit.  This  left  the  Milledgeville 
road  open,  and  fearing  some  difficulty  I  moved  rapidly  to  that  point. 
On  arriving  I  found  our  artillery  engaging  the  enemy’s  advance  and 
our  infantry  in  the  redoubts  ready  to  receive  an  attack.  The  enemy 
had  already  charged  up  the  road,  and  four  of  them  had  attempted  to 
capture  a  gun,  but  had  been  driven  back,  leaving  an  officer  (whose  horse 
was  killed)  in  the  hands  of  our  infantry.  Finding  large  unprotected 
intervals  between  redoubts,  I  placed  Harrison’s  and  Hagan’s  brigades 
in  line,  making  the  connection  complete.  After  slight  skirmishing  the 
enemy  retreated  a  short  distance. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  General  Hardee  I  moved  out  during  the 
night,  and  the  next  day  droA^e  the  enemy  from  Griswoldville,  capturing 
a  feAv  prisoners.  The  next  morning  I  again  attacked  and  drove  the 
enemy  for  some  distance,  capturing  sixty  prisoners,  besides  killing  and 
wounding  a  large  number. 

It  now  being  evident  that  the  enemy  were  not  intending  to  make  any 
further  demonstration  upon  Macon,  I  moved  on  toward  the  Oconee, 
Avhich  river  I  reached  on  ^^’ovember  24  and  completed  crossing  the 
next  day  by  swimming.  A  brigade  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaines 
was  immediately  sent  to  hold  in  check  a  portion  of  the  enemy  who 
were  menacing  the  river  near  Ball’s  Ferry,  and  AAuth  the  remainder 
of  my  command  I  moved  during  the  night  to  Station  No.  13,  on  the 
Central  railroad.  Scouts  and  pickets  were  sent  upon  all  roads  by  which 
the  enemy  could  reach  the  railroad  or  march  in  aii  easterly  direction. 
The  following  day,  pursuant  to  General  Hardee’s  orders,  I  moved  to 
Sandersville.  Tlie  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  of  the  enemy  had 
marched  from  Milledgeville,  crossed  Buffalo  Creek,  and  were  marching 
upon  the  town,  preceded  by  caA^alry,  Avhich  had  dispersed  the  local 
troops,  who  had  attempted  to  oppose  tliem.  I  moved  out  on  the  lower 
road  and  sent  a  force  out  on  the  ui)per  road.  After  moving  three  miles 
we  Avere  charged  by  the  enemy,  Avhom  Ave  met  and  checked,  and  then 
in  turn  charged  and  drove  them  back  for  a  mile,  caiffuring,  killing,  and 
Avounding  about  thirty  of  the  enemy,  besides  capturing  several  horses, 
mules,  and  one  loaded  wagon.  I  immediately  sent  Avoi  d  to  the  citizens 
of  Sandersville  that  the  enemy  AAiould  enter  the  town  tlie  next  morning, 
and  I  advised  them  to  wsend  oft*  all  movable  proxierty  of  value.  At  dark 
we  established  our  pickets  close  to  the  enemy,  and  next  morning  were 
sloAAly  driven  back  tOAvard  and  finally  through  the  town. 

At  evening  I  was  informed  by  my  jiickets  near  Ggeechee  Shoals  that 
General  Kilpatrick,  with  a  large  for(*e  of  cavalry,  had  crossed  the  river 
on  his  way  to  Augusta.  Leaving  General  Iverson  to  observe  the  enemy. 
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J  started  immediately  a\  itli  my  command,  overtaking*  1dm  about  mid¬ 
night.  I  immediately  attacked  and  captured  his  picket,  and  pushed  on 
to  his  camp  and  drove  him  back  from  the  main  Augusta  road  and  out 
of  his  camps,  capturing  1  stand  of  colors,  some  prisoners,  some  50  horses, 
clothing^  blankets,  camp  equipage,  &c.,  in  considerable  quantities.  The 
enemy  immediately  started  toward  Augusta  on  the  lower  Augusta  road. 
On  reaching  the  house  where  General  Kilpatrick  had  staid  I  learned 
that  he  and  his  officers  had  been  overheard  talking  a  great  deal  in 
l)rivate  about  Augusta.  It  was  the  opinion  of  citizens  that  this  move 
was  intended  as  a  raid  upon  that  place.  Being  mindful  of  the  great 
damage  that  could  be  done  by  the  enemy’s  burning  the  valuable  mills 
and  property  which  were  not  protected  by  fortifications,  including  the 
factories  in  the  vicinity,  the  large  portion  of  the  city  outside  of  the  forti- 
lications,  the  arsenal  and  sand  hills,  I  hoped  by  pressing  him  hard  he 
might  be  turned  from  his  purpose.  I  also  learned  that  the  night 
previous  he  had  sent  a  party  of  some  500  men  to  Waynesborough 
to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge,  which  convinced  me  that  Augusta  and 
not  Waynesborough  was  Kilpatrick’s  destination,  as  had  the  latter  place 
been  the  point  he  designed  striking  he  would  not  havO  sent  a  small 
party  there  on  the  preceding  day.  Notwithstanding  the  jaded  condition 
of  my  command,  I  therefore  pushed  on  rapidly,  engaging  and  defeating 
his  rear  guards,  whom  I  found  fortified  at  every  favorable  point,  fre¬ 
quently  separated  by  but  200  or  300  yards.  Horses,  arms,  and  pris¬ 
oners  Avere  captured  in  nearly  every  engagement. 

Gn  reaching  Brier  Greek  Swamp  we  pressed  the  enemy  so  warmly 
that  he  turned  oft*  toward  Waynesborough.  During  the  chase  the 
enemy  set  fire  to  all  corn  cribs,  cotton  gins,  and  large  number  of  barns 
and  houses.  We  succeeded  in  driving  him  off  in  nearly  half  the  in¬ 
stances  in  time  to  extinguish  the  flames,  and  frequently  pressed  him 
so  rapidly  as  to  prevent  his  firing  a  number  of  houses,  thus  saving  a 
large  amount  of  property. 

1  entered  the  toAvu  of  Waynesborough  with  my  staff  just  after  dark, 
and  just  as  the  enemy  were  leaving  it.  The  toAvn  was  in  flames,  but 
Avith  the  assistance  of  my  stafi*  and  escort  Ave  succeeded  in  staying  the 
flames  and  in  extinguishing  the  fire  in  all  but  one  dAvelling,  which  Avas 
so  far  burned  that  it  Avas  impossible  to  save  it.  I  immediately  moved 
on  and  attacked  the  enemy,  who  were  engaged  in  tearing  uj)  the  rail¬ 
road.  The  attack  had  the  effect  to  stop  their  Avork  upon  the  railroad 
and  to  keep  them  in  line  of  battle  all  night. 

About  3  a.  m.  I  sent  Humes’  division  to  gain  the  enemy’s  rear  by 
turning  his  left  flank,  and  sent  a  regiment  to  gain  his  rear  by  moving 
around  his  right.  Unfortunately  the  commands  failed  to  get  into  posi¬ 
tion.  At  daylight  the  enemy  AvithdrcAv  for  a  short  distance  unobserAAul, 
in  consequence  of  a  dense  fog.  As  we  advanced  upon  them  they  charged 
our  line,  which  charge  we  met  and  easily  repulsed.  1  charged  the 
enemy’s  flank  with  Humes’  and  Anderson’s  commands,  and  attacked  the 
front  with  the  balance  of  my  command,  driAing  the  enemy  from  his 
fortified  position,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners,  arms,  and  horses, 
and  killing  a  great  many  who  refused  to  surrender,  and  Avho  were  shot 
in  the  ])ursuit  which  ensued.  The  roirt  was  complete,  and  General  Kil¬ 
patrick  Avas  himself  very  nearly  captured.  We  continued  the  charge 
until  reaching  a  swamp,  Avhere  the  enemy  had  so  constructed  barricades 
as  to  make  a  very  strong  resistance.  The  enemy  Avas  soon  driven  from 
this  position  by  a  flank  movement,  alter  AA'hich  I  again  charged  and 
routed  their  entire  force,  capturing,  killing,  and  Avounding  nearly 
200,  and  completely  stampeding  the  Avhole  force.  His  destruction 
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was  only  prevented  by  an  intervening  swamp  at  Biiek  Head  Creek, 
wbieh  made  it  almost  impossible  to  approacli,  and  by  tlie  failure  of 
the  Fourth  Tennessee  Kegiment  to  gain  the  enemy’s  rear,  for  which 
purpose  it  had  been  detached  some  two  hours  previous.  The  bridge 
over  Buck  Head  Creek  had  been  carefully  prepared  for  burning  by 
Jvilpatrick’s  advance  guard,  and  on  our  reaching  it  the  torch  had  been 
ai)plied  and  the  bridge  was  in  flames,  while  a  terrific  fire  from  the 
enemy  on  the  other  side  prevented  me  from  immediately  extinguishing 
the  flames.  I  dismounted  the  advance  brigade  and  advanced  it  through 
the  creek  bottom  to  the  bank,  and  finally  drove  the  enemy  sufiieiently 
far  from  the  opposite  bank  to  enable  a  few  brave  men  to  work  their 
way  across  and  drive  the  enemy  beyond  range.  By  great  energy  and 
hard  labor  on  the  part  of  my  men  the  fire  was  soon  extinguished, 
and  in  little  more  than  an  hour  the  bridge  was  reconstructed  and  our 
troops  passing  over.  The  passage,  however,  was  very  slow,  on  account 
of  the  rude  and  frail  construction  of  the  bridge.  After  advancing  a 
mile  1  discovered  the  enemy’s  position,  and  ordered  General  Dibrell 
to  turn  their  right  flank  by  moving  through  a  wood  which  screened  the 
movement. 

As  night  was  fast  approaching  it  became  important  to  strike  the  enemy 
immediately,  althongh  only  about  1,200  of  my  command  had  (crossed 
the  creek.  I  moved  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  in  his  pickets.  On  dis¬ 
covering  his  line  I  observed  that  General  Dibrell,  in  attempting  to  turn 
his  flank  (although  he  had  moved  nearly  a  mile  to  our  left),  had,  never¬ 
theless,  encountered  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle,  whicih  extended  still 
beyond  his  i^osition.  Having  parts  of  Harrison’s  and  Ashby’s  bri¬ 
gades  with  me,  the  former  being  in  advance,  I  placed  the  Third  Ar¬ 
kansas  Eegiment  in  line,  and  the  Eighth  and  Eleventh  Texas  Keginients 
in  column  and  charged  the  enemy’s  position.  Nothing  could  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  gallantry  with  which  these  troops  responded  to  the  bugle’s 
call,  and  hurled  themselves  upon  the  enemy,  driving  his  cavalry  in  con¬ 
fusion  and  finally  encountering  the  breast- works.  This  so  terrified  the 
enemy  as  to  cause  him  to  flee  in  uncontrollable  confusion.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  the  open  ground  did  not  continue,  and  we  finally  encountered 
a  line  so  positioned  that  it  could  not  be  approached  by  cavalry.  I 
ordered  Ashby’s  brigade  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left  flank  and  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  Louisville  road,  upon  which  the  enemy  was  retreating.  Owing 
to  approaching  dusk,  Colonel  Ashby,  by  accident,  got  on  a  road  to  the 
left  of  the  one  indicated  by  my  order,  and  notified  me  that  he  held 
])ossession  of  the  Louisville  road.  Tliis  error  enabled  the  enemy  to 
move  off*,  by  scattering  through  fields  and  wood  without  order  or  organ¬ 
ization. 

During  the  night  Kilpatrick  sought  the  i)rotection  of  his  infantry, 
wliich  he  did  not  venture  to  forsake  again  during  the  campaign,  no 
doubt  being  too  much  demoralized  to  again  meet  our  (Rivalry.  Fearing 
tlie  enemy  might  make  another  attempt  to  raid  or  march  upon  Augusta, 

I  placed  pickets  at  all  the  crossings  of  Brier  Creek,  and  located  my  main 
force  at  lE)cky  Springs  Church. 

On  the  morning  of  ])ecend)er  2,  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  and  Kil- 
])atrick’s  cavalry  marched  upon  Waynesborongh  by  the  Louisville  road. 

I  met  and  checked  them  at  Bo(dvy  Creek.  After  a  warm  engagement 
tlie.y  moved  off*  to  my  left  and  crossed  a  short  distance  below  on  a  tem- 
l)orarily  constructed  bridge,  and,  by  moving  through  the  fields,  turned 
off  toward  Thomas’  Station.  This  necessitated  my  falling  back. 

The  following  day  I  moved  down  and  attacked  the  enemy,  driving 
in  their  pickets  and  stopping  tlnhr  destruction  of  tin*,  railroad.  Fer- 
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ceivini^  after  night-fall  that  they  had  reconiiueiieed  their  Avork,  1  again 
attacked  them  about  midnight,  shelling  their  camp  Avith  good  effect. 
At  daylight  the  enemy  in  strong  force  marched  upon  Waynesborough. 
Most  of  my  command  had  necessarily  been  sent  some  three  miles  after 
forage.  We  quickly  concentrated  and  hastily  thrcAc  up  barricades, 
Avhile  a  single  regiment  held  the  entire  column  in  check.  This  rough 
screen  Avas  hardly  completed  AA^hen  a  general  charge  Avas  made  upon 
our  lines,  Avldch  aauxs  repulsed,  AAdtli  considerable  loss  to  the  enemy.  A 
second,  third,  and  fourth  charge  Avere  made  by  the  enemy,  each  of 
Avhich  A\ns  repulsed  or  met  and  driven  back  by  counter-charges.  Finally 
their  long  lines  of  infantry  advanced,  and,  after  vrarin  fighting,  their 
cavalry  having  turned  our  flanks,  Ave  Avere  compelled  to  fall  back, 
AvhichAcas  done  by  taking  successive  positions  tillAve  reached  the  town 
of  Waynesborough.  Here  we  were  so  warmly  jiressed  that  it  aa  as  Avith 
difficulty  we  succeeded  in  withdrawing  from  our  position.  The  moment 
our  lines  left  our  works  I  directed  the  Eighth  Texas  (Colonel  Cook)  and 
the  Ninth  Tennessee  [Battalion]  (Captain  Bromley)  to  charge  the  enemy, 
which  AAUis  gallantly  done,  meeting  and  driving  back  a  charge  of  the 
enemy,  and  so  staggering  him  that  no  further  demonstration  Avas  made 
upon  us  until  we  Avere  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy  at  our  neAA"  posi¬ 
tion  north  of  the  town.  During  all  the  enemy’s  charges  the  loss  of  men 
and  horses  must  have  been  severe.  According  to  his  own  account  his 
loss  in  men  numbered  50  killed  and  147  wounded.  The  enemy  re¬ 
mained  in  town  about  three  hours  and  then  moved  doAAUi  the  Savannah 
road.  During  all  the  engagements  the  enemy’s  cavalry  Avere  at  least 
double  my  own  numbers,  and  were,  besides,  re-enforced  by  one  or  more 
divisions  of  infantry. 

Having  been  notified  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  that  the 
roads  toward  Savannah  had  been  blockaded  by  his  order,  and  liaAing 
sent  Lewis’  brigade  (re-enforced  by  the  Fourth  Tennessee  Begiment)  to 
fall  back  before  the  enemy,  I,  with  the  remainder  of  my  command, 
remained  to  protect  Augusta  and  to  strike  his  flanks  and  rear. 

On  the  first  day  I  attacked  his  rear  several  times,  driving  him  from  his 
several  positions,  killing  and  Avounding  a  great  number  and  capturing 
about  100  ixrisoners.  During  his  movement  toward  SaAmnnah  so  warmly 
Avas  he  pressed  that  he  blockaded  the  roads  in  his  rear,  frequently 
building  fortifications  tAvo  or  three  miles  in  length,  and  destroyed  all 
bridges  on  his  line  of  march.  He  occasionally  attacked  us  by  charging 
with  his  cavalry,  which  was  invariably  met  by  counter-charges  and 
drWen  back  in  confusion  with  heavy  loss.  In  every  fight  we  captured 
horses,  arms,  and  ixrisoners. 

On  the  night  of  December  8  Ave  shelled  the  cami)  of  the  Fourteen tli 
Corps  with  good  effect,  throAving  the  corps  into  confusion  and  causing 
it  to  leave  camp  at  midnight,  abandoning  clothing,  arms,  &e.  By  break¬ 
ing  up  the  canij)  during  the  extreme  darkness  a  great  many  negroes 
were  left  in  our  hands,  AAhom  we  sent  back  to  their  oAvners.  We  also 
captured  three  wagons  and  teams,  and  caused  the  enemy  to  burn  several 
more  wagons.  The  whole  number  of  negroes  captured  from  the  enemy 
during  the  movement  was  nearly  2,000. 

On  the  8th  AA^e  cax)tured  a  dispatch  (see  Appendix  A)  from  (feneral 
Slocum  to  General  Davis,  giving  the  proposed  location  of  Sherman’s 
army  before  Savannah,  Avhich  afterAAmrd  ])roved  to  be  correct.  This  paper 
Avas  foi  AA’arded  to  General  Hardee.  On  reaching  a  point  within  ten 
miles  of  the  city,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  do  any  further  harm  to  the 
enemy  in  that  position,  1  moved  back  and  crossed  the  Savannah  liiA  cr, 
leaving  General  Iverson’s  command  to  watch  the  enemy  should  he  move 
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ill  rlie  direction  of  Augnstn  or  Western  (ieorgia.  Qn  reacliing  tlie  South 
Oaroliua  side,  I  moved  down,  and  was  placed  by  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee  in  command  of  the  defenses  of  Jsew  Eiver  and  adjacent  landings, 
and  charged  with  the  duty  of  holding  the  line  of  communication  from 
Huger’s  Landing  to  Hardeeville.  This  we  succeeded  in  doing,  although 
the  enemy  held  the  South  Carolina  side  of  the  river  with  a  division  of 
infantry. 

After  the  evacuation  of  the  city,  December  20,  I  removed  all  the  guns 
and  ammunition  from  Tunbridge  and  Mongau’s  Landings  and  New 
River  bridge;  also,  the  heavy  guns,  weighing  9,000  pounds  each,  from 
Red  Bluff,  together  with  the  ammunition. 

J  omitted  to  state  that  during  the  entire  movement  of  the  enemy 
through  Georgia  I  kept  all  my  superiors  fully  informed  of  the  strength 
and  of  all  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time  I  kept  my 
cavalry  in  his  front,  rear,  and  on  both  flanks,  preventing  his  cavalry 
from  spreading  over  the  country,  retarding  the  enemy  by  lighting  him 
on  all  sides  and  felling  trees  in  his  advance.  This  duty  was  fully  done, 
and  I  thank  my  officers  and  men  for  their  devotion,  gallantry,  and  the 
self-sacrificing  spirit  they  have  ever  exhibited.  Every  engagement  Avas 
a  success,  and  the  utter  defeat  and  discomfiture  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
was  most  signal  and  complete,  notwithstanding  his  force  of  cavalry  was 
always  superior  to  mine. 

My  force  never  exceeded  3,500  men,  and  was  so  distributed  in  front, 
rear,  and  on  both  flanks  that  I  seldom  had  more  than  2,000  under  my 
immediate  command,  which  2,000  frequently  charged  and  routed  more 
than  double  their  numbers.  The  enemy  had  been  falsely  informed  by 
their  officers  that  we  took  no  prisoners,  which  caused  him  to  fight  with 
desperation  and  to  run  very  dangerous  gauntlets  to  escape  capture, 
which  frequently  accounts  for  the  large  proportion  of  killed.  In  every 
rout  of  their  cavalry,  and  in  the  many  fights  which  ensued,  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  flee,  refusing  to  surrender,  notwithstanding  the  demands  of 
my  men  in  close  imrsuit.  Consequently,  no  alternative  Avas  left  bnt  to 
shoot  or  saber  them  to  prevent  escape. 

During  the  trip  I  had  parties  to  move  a  day  or  more  in  advance  of 
the  enemy,  informing  citizens  Avhere  to  run  their  negroes  and  stock  in 
order  to  insure  the  safety  of  their  property,  offering  them  every  assist¬ 
ance  in  so  doing;  but,  generally,  the  citizens  Avere  so  frightened  as  to  be 
])erfectly  helpless.  On  the  enemy’s  approach,  pursuant  to  orders,  1 
drove  off  such  horses  and  mules  as  Avere  exposed  to  the  enemy’s  AueAv, 
and  have  since  taken  every  pains  to  restore  said  stock  to  its  OAvners, 
generally  with  success.  My  command  captured  about  500  horses,  many 
of  which  had  been  taken  from  citizens  by  the  enemy,  and  have  been 
returned  to  their  owners  a\  hen  it  was  possible  to  do  so. 

I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  for  the  devoted  gallantry  of  my  division 
and  brigade  commanders.  Those  whose  conduct  came  especflally  under 
my  notice  Avere  Generals  Allen,  Humes,  Anderson,  and  Dibrell,  and 
Colonels  Ashby,  Hagan,  (’reAvs,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson. 
General  Allen  Avas  slightly  Avounded  and  had  tAvo  horses  shot  under  him 
at  Waynesborongh ;  (lenerals  Humes  and  Dibrell  also  had  their  horses 
shot  Avliile  gallantly  engaging  the  enemy. 

I  also  tender  my  thanks  to  General  Robertson,  Avho,  Avhile  a(*ting  as 
my  chief  of  staff  in  the  temporary  absence  of  his  command,  Avas  scA^ercly 
wounded  while  gallantly  charging  the  enemy. 

Capt.  S.  \V.  Steele  and  Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson,  aides-de-canq)  of  my 
staff',  were  highly  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  zeal.  Lieuts.  R.  B. 
Ryan,  J.  M.  Stewart,  and  Henry  Chapman,  acting  upon  my  staff*,  Avere 
gallant  and  efficient. 
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Ill  closing  tliisi  e])ort  1  will  state  that  (luring  the  last  five  months  my 
commaiid  has  been  without  wagons  or  cooking  utensils,  with  orders  to 
subsist  upon  the  country.  Its  food  has  been  limited  to  bread  baked 
upon  boards  and  stones  and  meat  broiled  upon  sticks.  It  has  not  been 
paid  in  twelve  months,  and  has  not  had  the  regular  issues  of  clothing 
which  have  been  made  to  the  infantry.  During  this  time  it  bg^s  aver¬ 
aged  in  direct  marching  sixteen  miles  a  day,  and,  being  without  wagons, 
has  been  obliged  to  pack  all  the  forage  and  rations  to  camp  on  horse¬ 
back,  which,  together  wdth  scouting  and  other  duties,  would  make  the 
average  traveling  of  each  soldier  at  least  twenty  miles  each  day.  During 
these  live  mouths  my  troops  have  been  continuously  in  the  immediafe 
presence  of  the  enemy,  lighting  nearly  every  day,  and  with  brilliant 
success,  except  in  a  few  instances,  when  small  detachments  sent  off  from 
my  command  met  vastly  superior  forces. 

During  these  five  months  my  command  has  captured,  killed,  and 
wounded  more  than  its  own  effective  strength.  It  has  captured  from 
the  enemy  in  action  and  carried  off  the  field  4  pieces  of  artillery,  Avith 
caissons  and  battery  wagons,  1,200  mules,  over  200  wagons,  2,000  head 
of  beef-cattle,  3,000  cavalry  horses  Avith  eciuipments,  and  over  4,000 
stand  of  arms.  It  has  also  captured  a  great  number  of  the  enemy’s 
posts,  with  large  amounts  of  stores,  and  has  destroyed  more  railroad 
used  by  the  enemy — stopping  his  communications  for  a  longer  time  and 
Avitli  less  loss — than  any  other  cavalry  command,  although  expeditions 
double  its  strength  have  been  sent  out  on  that  duty.  It  has  also  captured 
and  destroyed  over  a  dozen  trains  of  cars,  generally  loaded  with  supplies. 

As  we  were  continually  fighting  the  enemy,  our  camxis  could  not  be 
designated  before  night-fall.  Details  had  then  to  be  sent  out  to  procure 
forage  and  rations,  frequently  making  it  midnight  before  supper  could 
be  prepared  for  my  men,  and  then  they  were  often  compelled  to  be  in 
the  saddle  before  daylight.  No  men  in  the  Confederate  States  ha\^e 
marched  more,  fought  more,  suffered  more,  or  had  so  little  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  discipline 5  yet  they  are  to-day  as  orderly  and  as  Ayell  disciplined 
as  any  cavalry  in  the  Confederate  service. 

In  our  line  of  march  officers  and  men  Avere  met  who,  in  their  anxiety 
to  increase  their  commands,  used  every  exertion  to  induce  my  men  to 
desert,  frequently  offering  them  promotion  and  furloughs  as  a  reward 
for  dishonor.  Notwithstanding  this  my  command  is  to-day  stronger 
and  more  efficient  tlian  it  Avas  at  the  beginning  of  a  continuous  cam¬ 
paign  of  eight  months  hard,  constant,  ami  successful  fighting. 

I  must  particularly  commend  my  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  troo])S, 
whom,  though  they  saw  their  homes  throAAui  open  by  the  advance  of 
General  Hood’s  army,  I  brought  from  the  Coosa  Diver  to  SaA  annah 
Avithout  a  single  desertion.  Afterw^ard  I  had  the  mortification  to  see  a 
body  desert  aaTio  had  been  informed  they  Avere  to  be  i)unished  Avithout 
trial  for  crimes  they  had  never  committed. 

Kespectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  seix  ant, 

4.  WHEELED, 

Mdjor-CiOivral. 

Lient.  Col.  T.  D.  Dov, 

Asst.  Adjf.  (rcn.,  Ilea(l(/}(((rt('rs  Dvixirirntnii,  dx*. 


A])pon<lix  A. 


IIeadqi’arters  Left  Wing,  Araiy  of  Georgia, 

Sprimf field,  Decemher  8,  18(i4 — 7  a.  xi. 
General:  General  Sberman  lias  information  that  the  line  of  detense 
around  Savannah  is  about  four  miles  from  tlie  city.  He  desires  to  take 


Chap.  LVI.] 


THE  SAVANNAH  CAMPAIGN. 


413 


the  road  extending  from  Cherokee  Hill  through  Silk  Hope  to  Litchfield 
as  our  first  position.  Your  corps  should  be  at  or  near  Cherokee  Hill. 
The  Twentieth  will  be  to  the  left  of  Pooler,  Seventeenth  on  the  right 
of  Twentieth,  and  Fifteenth  near  Litchfield.  The  Twentieth  Corps 
will  be  at  Monteith  to-night. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 

This  dispatch  was  directed  on  the  envelope  to  General  Jell*.  C.  Davis. 


Xo.  158. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Gnstavus  Smithy  C.  8.  Arm^y  aomniaadmg  First 
I>ivisio7iy  Georgia  Militia.,  of  operations  October  12-Novemher  30  y  inelud- 
ing  engagement  at  Honey  Hilly  8.  C. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Georgia  Militia, 

Savannahy  Deceinber  Gy  1804. 

General  :  On  the  12th  of  October  last  I  received  at  Macon  a  telegram 
from  General  Hood  directing  me  to  assemble  as  rapidly  as  possible  all  onr 
available  forces  in  that  vicinity  and  make  a  demonstration  on  Atlanta 
so  soon  as  the  necessary  transportation  could  be  procured.  Under 
this  order,  I  in  a  short  time  had  at  Lovejoy’s  Station  a  force  numbering 
about  2,800  effective  muskets,  three  batteries  of  Confederate  artillery, 
and  between  200  and  300  local  reserve  cavalry.  The  whole  force  was 
under  my  command,  much  the  larger  portion  of  infantry  belonging  to 
the  First  Division  of  Georgia  Militia.  Finding  this  force  iuadecpiate 
to  make  a  direct  assault  upon  Atlanta,  garrisoned  as  it  then  Avas, 
General  Hood  suggested  that  I  should,  if  practicable,  cross  the  Chat¬ 
tahoochee  and  destroy  the  line  of  railroad  between  that  river  and  the 
Ftowah.  For  various  reasons,  Avhich  Avere  submitted  to  Generals 
Leanregard  and  Hood  (and  by  them  approved),  it  aa  as  deemed  neither 
l)racticable  nor  expedient  to  make  a  direct  atta(*k  u])on  Atlanta,  or  upon 
the  railroad  line,  as  suggested 5  so  my  command  continued  in  observa¬ 
tion  near  Atlanta,  preventing  the  enemy  from  foraging  and  keeping' 
tlunn  in  their  line  of  Avorks,  supporting  Brigadier-General  Iverson,  avIio 
had  Jnst  in  advance  of  ns  tAA^o  brigades  of  cavalry. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  of  Xovember  Major-General  Wheeler,  of  the 
cavalry,  reached  my  headquarters,  and  soon  after  the  advance  of  his 
forces  from  Alabama  began  to  arrive.  On  the  15th  of  Xovember  the 
enemy  moved  out  from  Atlanta  and  adATinced  upon  us  Avith  his  Avliole 
Ibrce,  viz,  the  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth  Corps,  with  artil¬ 
lery  and  cavalry,  AvliicliAvas  soon  after  .joined  by  the  Fourteenth.  Onr 
(Rivalry  were  driven  that  afternoon  from  donesboroiigh  to  Lovejoy’s, 
and  at  dark  I  moved  my  force  back  to  Griffin,  at  Avhich  place  Ave  had 
fortifications,  and  1  felt  Ave  could  there  check  the  enemy  should  he 
advance  directly  upon  ns. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  Ifith  it  Avas  ascertained  the  great  mass  of 
the  enemy’s  forces  had  moved  through  McDonough,  on  the  direct  road 
from  Atlanta  to  Macon,  at  Avhich  latter  jdace  there  Avas  at  that  time  no 
garrison.  At  dark  on  the  same  day  1  left  Griffin  and  marched  my 
command  to  Forsyth,  a  distance  of  tliirty-fiAa‘  miles  in  tAventy-four 
hoars.  Learning  that  tin',  enemy  Avere  crossing  to  tin*,  east  bank  olthe 
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Ocmulgee  River  I  moved  the  command  to  Macon,  and  about  that  time 
received  orders  from  General  Beauregard  to  report  by  letter  to 
Lieutenant-General  Taylor.  A  copy  of  that  letter  is  herewith  trans¬ 
mitted.* 

All  of  my  command  except  the  Georgia  militia  and  two  regiments  of 
State  Line  troops,  which  reported  to  me  just  before  leaving  Lovejoy’s, 
were  at  this  time  turned  over  to  Major-General  Cobb.  The  defense  of 
a  i)ortion  of  the  line  around  Macon,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Ocmulgee, 
was  assigned  to  the  force  still  left  in  my  command.  Before  the  troops 
were  fairly  in  position  orders  were  received  to  cross  the  river  and 
occupy  a  position  covering  East  Macon.  This  movement  occupied  the 
whole  night.  Soon  alter  daylight  next  morning  my  five  brigades  were 
in  the  respective  positions  assigned  them,  no  two  being  in  the  same 
part  of  the  field. 

During  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  21st,  the  First  Brigade,  under 
your  own  i)ersonal  instructions,  given  direct  to  the  colonel  command¬ 
ing,  were  sent  along  the  line  of  the  Central  railroad,  with  orders  to 
move  as  rapidly  as  possible,  either  by  rail  or  otherwise,  to  the  city  of 
Augusta.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Anderson’s  battery  of 
artillery  was  assigned  to  the  militia,  and  you  directed  me  to  move  as 
soon  as  possible,  with  this  battery,  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Bri¬ 
gades  of  militia,  and  the  two  regiments  of  the  State  Line,  to  Augusta. 
They  moved  Tuesday  morning  in  the  direction  of  Griswoldville,  with 
orders  to  halt  there  and  await  further  instructions  from  me.  You  also 
informed  me  that  you  had  ordered  Major  Cook,  with  the  Athens  and 
Augusta  battalions,  to  proceed  to  Augusta,  and  directed  me  to  take 
them  in  my  command  if  I  came  up  with  them  on  the  route.  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  transportation  of  ammunition  and  supplies  detained  me  a  few 
hours  in  Macon,  which  place  you  had  left  on  the  evening  i^revious. 
Lieutenant-General  Taylor  arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  the  22d. 
Information  having  been  received  showing  very  clearly  that  a  much 
larger  force  of  the  enemy  was  near  the  city  than  was  supposed  when 
you  gave  the  orders  for  my  troops  to  move,  he  authorized  me  to  direct 
them  to  return.  My  order  reached  them  on  the  eve  of  an  engagement 
with  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  small  force  of  the  enemy.  Notwith- 
s  tan  ding  my  order  to  avoid  an  engagement  at  that  place  and  time,  a 
collision  occurred,  we  being  the  attacking  party ;  and  though  the  ofiicers 
and  men  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  they  failed  to  carry  the  works 
of  the  enemy,  but  held  a  position  within  150  yards  of  their  line  until 
after  dark,  when  they  Avere  withdrawn  to  Macon  by  my  order.  The 
First  Brigade  of  militia  were  not  engaged,  having  passed  that  point  in 
the  execution  of  orders  given  by  yourself  Major  Cook,  commanding  the 
Athens  and  Augusta  battalions,  moving  under  orders  direct  from  your¬ 
self,  was  uiAon  the  ground  and  engaged  in  this  action. 

Oiir  loss  was  a  little  over  600,  being  more  than  one-finirth  of  tin* 
effective  muskets  Ave  had  in  the  engagement.  Several  of  the  best  field 
ofiicers  of  the  command  Avere  killed  or  AAmunded. 

It  is  evident  uoaa^  that  our  men  Avere  oi)posed  by  the  larger  portion 
of  one  corps  of  the  enemy,  while  another  Avas  marching  from  Clinton  in 
their  rear;  and  I  consider  the  troops  Avere  A^ery  fortunate  in  being  with- 
(IraAvii  AAdthout  disaster.  Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  having  become 
satisfied  that  the  enemy  aa  ere  leaving  the  vicinity  of  Macon,  directed 
me  to  move  my  command  on  Friday  morning  by  rail  to  Albany;  thence 
march  to  Thomasville;  thence  by  rail  to  SaA  annah. 
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We  arrived  in  Tliomasville  by  noon  Monday,  having  marched  from 
Albany,  a  distance  between  fifty-five  and  sixty  miles,  in  fifty-four  hours. 
At  Thomasville  instead  of  finding  five  trains,  the  number  I  had  requested 
to  be  sent,  there  were  but  two,  and  these  could  not  be  started  until  after 
dark,  and  did  not  arrive  here  until  2  o’clock  Wednesday  morning,  occn- 
l)ying  twice  the  time  necessary  between  Thomasville  and  Savannah,  and 
leaving  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Brigades  at  the  former  place. 
Upon  arriving  here,  almost  broken  down  by  fatigue  and  want  of  rest, 
with  officers  and  men  similarly  situated,  I  received  before  leaving  the 
cars  a  peremptory  order  from  yourself  requiring  me  to  take  the  militia 
of  Georgia  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  which  was  in  direct  violation 
of  the  statute  organizing  and  calling  them  into  service.  Considering 
the  jaded  condition  of  both  officers  and  men,  I  determined  not  to  move 
the  militia  or  the  State  Line  beyond  the  limits  of  Georgia  until  satis¬ 
fied  in  my  own  mind  that  absolute  necessity  demanded  it. 

In  a  personal  intervieAv  with  yourself  you  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  moved  out  from  Broad  Kiver ;  were  encamped  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Eailroad,  threatening  Graham ville 
and  Coosawhatchie,  and  unless  vigorously  opposed  would  undoubtedly 
break  the  road  at  one  or  both  of  these  points  soon  after  daylight;  and 
that  the  only  force  you  had  in  your  whole  command  which  could  by 
any  possibility  be  brought  upon  the  ground  in  time  was  two  regular 
Confederate  regiments  from  Charleston,  and  you  believed  these  w'ould 
be  there  too  late;  and  that  if  I  could  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  2 
p.  m.  and  prevent  their  cutting  the  road  before  that  time,  several 
tliousand  re-enforcements  from  North  and  South  Carolina,  intended  for 
Savannah,  would  arrive. 

In  this  interview  I  showed  you  my  qualified  authority  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  to  withdraw  the  Georgia  State  forces  under  my  command  from’ 
Confederate  service  in  case  they  were  ordered  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State.  After  a  full  conference  with  yourself  I  w^as  perfectly  satisfied 
that  for  the  purposes  intended  it  was  right  and  proper  the  movement 
should  be  made,  and  I  gave  orders  accordingly.  Notwithstanding  some 
objections  made  by  a  portion  of  officers  and  men,  the  order  was  willingly 
obeyed. 

The  leading  brigade  arrived  at  Grahamville  about  8  o’clock  Wednes¬ 
day  morning,  the  30th  of  November.  You  kindly  tendered  me  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  your  chief  of  artillery  (Colonel  Gonzales),  who,  upon  our  arrival  at 
Grahamville,  introduced  me  to  Colonel  Colcock,  commander  of  the  mil¬ 
itary  district;  Major  Jenkins,  the  commander  of  the  immediate  vicinity, 
and  Captain  De  Saussure,  Colonel  Colcock’s  adjutant-general.  To  these 
four  gentlemen  particularly,  and  other  officers  ac(](uainted  wdth  the 
locality,  I  am  indebted  for  the  information  upon  which  I  based  the 
directions  of  the  whole  operation  for  the  day. 

Colonel  Colcock  reported  the  enemy  rapidly  advancing,  skirmishing 
with  some  companies  of  his  cavalry  and  a  few  pieces  of  artillery.  He 
was  just  starting  to  the  front,  and  I  re(iuested  him  to  select  a  position 
for  7ny  leading  brigade  so  soon  as  I  could  dispat(‘h  it  to  him.  I  awaited 
the  arrival  of  the  second  train  of  my  owui  troops  and  the  Forty-seventh 
Ge(>rgia,  wdiich  w^as  momentarily  expected  from  Charleston. 

Having  given  the  necessary  orders  to  these  forces,  I  joined  Colonel 
(h)lcock  a  few  minutes  after  10  o’clock  some  four  miles  from  the  Gra¬ 
hamville  depot  and  about  one-half  mile  beyond  the  position  we  finally 
hssumed.  ('olonel  C.  informed  me  the  enemy  had  already  occupied  the 
position  selected  by  him  as  the  best  for  delense  before  my  troops 
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arrived.  This  made  it  necessary,  in  my  judgment,  that  the  leading 
brigade  should  be  countermarched  at  once  and  i)laced  in  i^osition  on  a 
line  with  our  main  battery.  The  troops  in  rear  were  hurried  ui>  and 
placed  upon  the  same  line,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy 
in  the  meanwhile  steadily  advanced  along  the  main  road  upon  our  x)osi- 
tion.  After  a  proper  disposition  of  our  forces  had  been  made  and  a 
skirmish  line  ordered  forward.  Colonel  Oolcock,  the  commander  of  the 
district  and  next  officer  in  rank  uj^on  the  field  to  myself,  was  assigned 
to  the  immediate  executive  command  of  the  main  line;  Colonel  Gon¬ 
zales  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  artillery,  and  Major  Jenkins  of  all 
the  cavalry;  Captain  De  Saussure,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  whole  country,  remained  near  me.  The  Forty- seventh  Georgia 
had  not  yet  reached  the  field.  Within  five  or  ten  minutes  after  these 
dispositions  had  been  made  the  battle  began  by  an  advance  piece  of 
our  artillery  firing  upon  the  enemy.  Their  line  of  battle  Avas  soon 
formed,  and  from  that  time  until  near  dark  made  continuous  efforts  to 
carry  our  position.  We  had  actually  engaged  five  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  it  is  due  to  the  South  Carolina  artillerists  that  I  should  say  I  have 
never  seen  pieces  more  skillfully  employed  and  gallantly  served  upon 
a  difficult  field  of  battle. 

In  an  hour  the  enemy  had  so  extended  and  developed  their  attack 
that  it  became  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  place  in  the  front 
line  of  battle  my  last  troops  (the  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Kegiment), 
making  in  all  about  1,400  effective  muskets  on  the  field,  and  all 
engaged.  From  time  to  time  alterations  had  to  be  made  in  our  lines,  by 
changing  the  positions  of  regiments  and  companies,  extending  inter¬ 
vals,  &c.,  to  prevent  being  flanked;  and  while  Ave  could  not  from  the 
dense  wood  accurately  estimate  the  number  of  the  enemy,  it  was  very 
clear  their  force  largely  exceeded  ours,  and  I  aAA^aited  with  some  anxiety 
the  arrival  of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia  and  the  forces  expected  from 
North  and  South  Carolina. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  Colonel  Colcock  and  Colonel 
Gonzales,  Major  Jenkins,  and  Captain  De  Saussure;  to  all  the  officers 
of  my  OAvn  staff;  to  Colonel  Willis,  commanding  First  Brigade  of  Georgia 
Militia;  Colonel  Wilson,  commanding  State  Line  Brigade;  Major  (  'ook, 
cojnmanding  the  Athens  and  Augusta  battalions  of  reserves;  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  EdAwards,  commanding  the  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Confeder¬ 
ate  Beginient;  and  to  all  the  officers  and  men  of  every  arm  engaged  upon 
that  field.  In  short,  I  have  never  seen  or  knoAAui  of  a  battle-field  u])on 
which  there  was  so  little  confusion,  and  AAiiere  every  order  was  so  cheer¬ 
fully  and  promptly  obeyed,  and  AA  here  a  small  number  of  men  for  so 
long  a  time  successfully  resisted  the  determined  and  oft-repeated  efibrts 
of  largely  superior  attacking  forces.  The  flight  of  the  enemy  during 
the  night  and  the  number  of  their  dead  left  upon  the  field  is  evidence 
of  the  nature  of  the  attack  as  well  as  the  defense. 

About  4.30  p.  ni.  Brigadier-General  Bobertson  arrived  AAuth  a  portion 
of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia  from  Charleston,  a  battery  of  artilUny, 
and  a  company  of  cavalry.  These  constituted  an  effective  reserve,  but 
came  u])  too  late  to  be  used  in  the  action.  During  the  night  the  enemy 
retired  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  their  gun-boats. 

Our  loss  in  every  arm  of  service  was  8  men  killed  and  42  Avounded. 
The  enemy  left  OA^er  200  of  their  dead  upon  the  lield,  and  their  Avhole 
loss  in  killed  and  Avounded  is  believed  to  be  iipAvard  of  1,000. 

At  midnight  Brigadier-General  Chesnut  arriA-ed  at  Grahamville 
Station  Avith  about  3o0  effective  muskets  of  South  Carolina  reserves. 
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and  a  little  before  daylight  upon  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  December 
Brigadier-General  Baker  came  up  with  860  of  his  brigade  from  Korth 
Carolina;  the  remainder  of  his  command  (about  1,100)  reached  Coosa- 
whatchie  at  9  o^clock.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  arrived  at  Grahani- 
ville  Station  between  8  and  9  o’clock  of  morning  of  the  1st  of  December. 

The  enemy  having  been  beaten  back  on  the  30th  of  November,  and 
the  Confederate  forces  having  now  arrived,  there  was,  in  my  judgment, 
no  longer  any  necessity  for  retaining  the  State  troops  of  Georgia  beyond 
their  legal  jurisdiction.  I  therefore  asked  and  obtained  permission  to 
bring  tliese  exhausted  troops  back  to  their  own  State.  They  arrived 
here,  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee’s  order,  about  10  o’clock  that 
night. 

For  full  particulars  of  the  engagement  near  Grahamville,  S.  C.,  I  refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  which  will  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  furnished. 


Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Departmen  t. 


G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- (jreneral. 


The  above  copy  is  transmitted  to  General  J.  B.  Hood  because  most 
of  the  operations  referred  to  were  by  his  direction  while  the  militia 
formed  part  of  his  command. 

G.  W.  S. 


[luclosure.] 

Macon,  November  19,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Eichard  Taylor, 

Commanding,  &c.,  8ielma,  Ala. : 

General:  General  Beauregard  has  informed  me  by  telegraph  that 
you  will  take  the  immediate  command  of  the  forces  in  Georgia,  and 
directed  me  to  report  to  you  by  letter.  My  own  proper  command  con¬ 
sists  of  one  division  of  militia,  four  brigades  of  infantry,  numbering  in 
all  1,900  effective  muskets  when  we  left  Lovejoy’s.  1  have  not  yet 
received  the  return  since  their  arrival  here  yesterday  afternoon. 
Besides  the  militia,  there  was  temporarily  assigned  to  me  by  General 
Cobb  one  regiment  and  two  battalions  of  reserve  infantry,  numbering 
about  900,  some  300  reserves  and  local  cavalry,  and  one  battalion  of 
Confederate  artillery.  '  The  forces  other  than  the  militia  proper  will,  1 
take  for  granted,  be  now  placed  under  some  other  commander.  The 
enemy  moved  their  strongest  column  through  McDonough,  and  when 
I  was  at  Griffin  they  had  passed  through  McDonough,  and  were 
nearer  Macoii  than  1  was.  When  I  reached  Forsyth,  having  made 
fifty  miles  in  forty-eight  hours,  they  were  reported  crossing  the  Oc- 
inulgee,  and  could,  by  a  rapid  march,  reach  Macon  by  the  left  bank  of  the 
Ocmulgee  without  opposition.  General  Cobb  ordered  the  cars  to  Forsyth 
for  the  infantry,  and  directed  me  to  move  the  whole  command  to  this  place 
without  delay.  General  Wheeler  was  the  senior  officer  on  this  theater 
of  operations,  and  without  giving  direct  orders  to  the  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery,  strongly  advised,  so  soon  as  he  developed  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  that  I  should  move  to  Macon  at  once.  1  fully  concurred  in 
opinion  with  both  General  Wheeler  and  General  Cobb.  General 
Wheeler  is  confident  that  Sherman  has  with  him  in  this  movement  at 
least  35,000  effective  men,  and  ipforips  me  that  the  h'ourteenth  Army 
27  R  R— -VOL  XLiy 


418 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


Corps  is  moving  in  addition  to  join  Sherman.  Since  I  commenced  this 
letter  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  has  come  in.  I  Avill  show  him  this 
letter  before  mailing  it  to  your  address. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-General,  First  Divisioyi,  Georgia  Militia. 

P.  S. — General  Hardee  has  just  shown  me  his  orders  from  Richmond, 
dated  17th  instant,  stating  that  he  commands  all  Georgia  south  of  the 
Chattahoochee,  and  directing  him  to  gather  convalescents,  local  troops, 
&c.,  to  garrison  this  idace. 

G.  W.  S. 

In  the  above  I  omitted  the  two  regiments  of  State  Line  troops ;  they 
joined  us  the  day  before  we  left  Lovejoy’s.  The  two  together  number 
about  400  muskets. 

G.  W.  S. 


\ 

NOVEMBER  16-17, 1864— Expedition  from  Barrancas  to  Pine  Barren  Bridge, 

Fla. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  B.  Spiirling^  Second  Maine  Cavalry,  co7n- 

manding  expedition. 

Camp  Second  Maine  Veteran  Cavalry, 

Barrancas,  Fla.,  November  18,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that,  pursuant 
to  orders  from  headquarters  District  of  West  Florida,  I  left  camp  at 
Barrancas,  at  12  m.  November  17  [16],  in  charge  of  all  the  then 
available  force  of  tlie  Second  Maine  Veteran  and  First  Florida  Cavalry, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  450  men.  After  fording  the  bayou  at 
Gun-boat  Point,  I  marched  tlie  force  fifteen  miles  in  a  northerly  direc¬ 
tion,  and  bivouacked  a  little  after  dark  four  miles  from  the  Fifteen- 
Mile  House,  a  point  on  the  railroad  leading  from  Pensacola  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  and  distant  from  Pensacola  eleven  miles.  At  3  o’clock  on  the 
following  morning  the  march  was  resumed  on  the  road  running  parallel 
with  the  railroad.  After  a  march  of  about  three  hours,  and  at  sunrise, 
the  advance  guard,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Sanders,  Company  F, 
First  Florida,  came  upon  a  rebel  picket  of  three  men,  surprising  and 
capturing  them  5  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  another’xiicket  of  four  was  sur¬ 
prised  and  captured;  and  a  mile  farther  on  six  men,  constituting  the 
reserve,  Avere  made  x)risoners,  from  whom  it  being  ascertained  that  at 
10' o’clock  they  Avere  to  be  relieved,  the  column  halted  for  an  hour,  and 
the  advance  guard  was  sent  forward  to  intercept  and  capture  the  men 
Avho  were  anticipated  as  the  relief.  In  a  short  time  the  men  who  Avere 
coming  out  to  relieve  the  picket  were  captured  and  brought  in.  The 
column  then  inoA^ed  forward  and  reached  the  bridge  at  Pine  Barren 
Creek.  I  succeeded  Avithout  difficulty  in  capturing  the  rebel  iiicket  on 
the  bridge,  not  a  single  shot  being  exchanged,  and  without  alarming 
their  camp,  although  it  Avas  close  by,  Avithin  twenty  rods.  The  bridge 
was  in  a  very  bad  condition,  having  been  jiartly  SAvept  aAvay  by  the  riA^er, 
much  swollen  by  recent  rains.  I  succeeded,  however,  in  crossing  my 
adAmncc  guard  mounted,  and  several  squadrons  dismounted,  without 
being  di.scovered  by  the  enemy.  A  sudden  dash  Avas  made  uxion  the 
camp;  nearly  every  man  Avas  captured,  all  their  equipments,  arms, 
horses,  &c.  The  Avholo  number  of  prisoners  taken  was  38;  47  liorses, 
3  mulesj  and  7d  stand  of  arms,  wer^  captured,  ^7early  evf ry  eHeotiv^ 
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man,  including  the  lieutenant  coinnianding,  of  Captain  Leed’s  [Leigh\s] 
company,  Colonel  Maury’s  Fifteenth  Confederate  Cavalry,  was  made  a 
l)risoner.  Two  companies  had  been  ordered  away  the  day  before  to 
some  iioint  on  the  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Pollard,  or  undoubtedly 
they  would  have  shared  the  same  fate.  All  the  barracks,  stables,  shel¬ 
ters,  &c.,  sufficiently  extensive  for  a  regiment,  were  burned,  together 
with  what  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores  were  found. 

Having  accomplished  all  that  was  intended  I  recrossed  the  bridge, 
destroyed  what  of  it  remained,  and  in  accordance  with  my  orders 
started  for  Barrancas.  I  arrived  in  camp  with  my  command  a  little 
after  midnight,  bringing  with  me  all  the  prisoners,  captured  mules, 
horses,  &c. 

There  were  no  casualties  among  our  troops;  not  a  man  was  injured. 
The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  at  all  times  good  and  ail  that 
could  be  desired. 

It  would  hardly  be  doing  justice  did  I  not  make  special  mention  of 
Lieut.  Joseph  G.  Sanders,  Comi^any  F,  First  Florida  Cavalry.  He  is  a 
worthy  officer,  and  deserves  high  praise  for  his  meritorious  conduct. 
He  was  at  all  times  in  command  of  the  advance  guard,  and  much  of  the 
success  is  due  to  the  prompt  and  faithful  manner  in  which  all  orders 
were  executed.  Among  those  under  his  command  who  did  excelleift 
service  may  be  mentioned  Sergeants  Hollinger,  Company  E,  Wood- 
ham,  Company  F,  and  Morgan,  Company  C,  First  Florida;  Sergeants 
Butler,  Company  B,  and  Baker,  Company  F,  Second  Maine.  These 
sergeants  were  at  all  times  brave,  active,  and  zealous  in  performing 
their  duties.  Major  Hutchinson,  commanding  the  Second  Maine,  and 
Major  Euttkay,  commanding  the  First  Florida  Cavalry,  were  prom^ffi 
and  energetic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  B.  SPUELIEG, 

Lienteiiant- Colonel  tSecond  Maine  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Expedition. 

'  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Bailey, 

Commanding  District  of  West  Florida. 


NOVEMBER  30,  1864. — Engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Graham ville,  S.  C. 

RKFOIiTS.* 

No.  1. — MaJ.  Gen.  .John  G.  Foster,  II.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the  South, 
including  o])erations  November  28-December  7. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Coast  Division. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  4. — Col.  William  Gurney,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  5. — Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Hanghton,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  6. — Col.  Alfred  S.  Hartwell,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade. 

No.  7. — Col.  Henry  L.  Chipman,  One  hnndred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored  Troojis,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  8. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  commanding  Artil 
lery  Brigade. 

No.  9. — Commander  George  H.  Pndile,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Marine  Brigade. 

*  See  also  report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  p.  413;  am]  f  r  reiiorts  of  navaj 
co-operating  forpes,  see  Annuftl  Keport  of  tlie  Heeretaqy  of  the  Nary,  Dec(Mnber  4, 
18fi5* 
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No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster.,  U.  8.  Army.,  commanding  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  8oiith,  including  operations  November  J8-December  7. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Steamer  Nemaha, 
Tiillifinny  River.,  December  7,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Hilton  Head  on  the 
night  of  November  28  for  Boyd’s  Neck,  on  the  south  side  of  Broad 
Kiver,  with  all  the  disposable  troops  in  this  department,  amounting  to 
5,000  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  with  500  sailors  and  marines. 
Owing  to  a  thick  fog  and  the  incapacity  of  our  idiots  many  of  the  boats 
lost  their  way  and  others  grounded,  so  that  the  troops  did  not  get 
ashore  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29th.  I  then  placed  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch  in  command  of  the  force  with  orders  to  push  forward 
and  cut  the  railroad.  He  marched  at  once,  but  the  maps  and  guides 
proved  totally  worthless,  and  after  being  twice  misguided  the  troops 
reached  the  right  road  by  morning.  Thence,  after  daylight,  they  ad¬ 
vanced  toward  Graham  ville  through  a  densely  wooded  country,  driv¬ 
ing  back  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  infantry  to  a  rise  of  ground  called 
Honey  Hill,  a  short  distance  this  side  of  Graham  ville,  where  they  met 
a  battery  across  the  road,  with  seven  guns.  The  enemy’s  infantry, 
rather  over  4,000  and  nearly  equal  to  our  own  in  number,  was  posted 
behind  intrenchments  in  the  woods  on  each  side  of  the  road.  This 
position  Avas  immediately  attacked  with  vigor  and  determination,  but 
from  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  ground,  Avhich  admitted  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  only  one  section  of  our  artillery,  we  were  unable  to  drive  off  the 
enemy,  who  did  not,  however,  venture  to  advance  beyond  his  intrench¬ 
ments.  After  an  obstinate  fight  of  several  hours,  General  Hatch,  find¬ 
ing  that  the  eneniy’s  line  could  be  neither  successfully  assaulted  nor 
outtianked,  retired  after  dark  to  a  strong  i^osition  about  two  miles  and 
a  half  from  Boyd’s  Neck.  The  rebels  made  no  attempt  to  follow.  Our 
loss  was  88  killed,  623  wounded  (140  of  whom  so  slightly  as  not  to  be 
sent  to  the  hospital),  and  43  missing. 

From  November  30  to  December  5,  while  keei)ing  the  greater  part  of 
the  force  at  Boyd’s  Neck,  I  made  at  different  imints,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  navy,  several  demonstrations— in  one  of  which  the  Twenty-fifth 
Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  marched  six  miles  into  the  interior 
toward  Pocotaligo  and  captured  Dvo  pieces  of  artillery  at  Church 
Bridge,  near  Gardner’s  Corners,  one  of  which  the  men  dragged  off'  by 
hand.  On  the  night  of  December  5  I  embarked  a  force  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Brigadier-General  Potter.  From  Boyd’s  Neck  proceeded,  at 
daylight,  to  Tullifinny  Creek,  and  landed  the  men  at  James  Gregory’s 
plantation,  on  the  right  bank,  in  pontoons  and  launches.  General  Pot¬ 
ter  pushed  immediately  forward,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  out  met 
the  enemy,  Avhom  he  forced  rapidly  back  to  the  spot  where  the  road  up 
the  peninsula  between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tullifinny  meets  the  road 
running  across  from  one  river  to  the  other.  Here  the  rebels,  being  re-en¬ 
forced  from  the  south  side  of  the  Coosawliatchie,  made  a  stand  and 
attacked  our  left  vigorously,  but  our  men  repulsed  them  handsomely, 
caiffuriiig  a  battle-flag  and  some  prisoners,  and  got  possession  of  the 
crossing,  whicli  we  now  firmly  hold.  A  detachment  sent  to  the  right 
destroyed  the  road  bridge  over  the  Tullifinny.  Our  loss  in  the  whole 
affair  Avas  about  5  killed  and  50  AAU)unded.  The  railroad  is  less  than 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  front,  separated  by  a  dense  Avood, 
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through  wliich  is  only  a  bridle  path,  and  in  the  skirt  of  which  are  our 
pickets.  I  have  ordered  nearly  all  the  force  from  Boyd^s  Neck  to  this 
position,  and  also  some  30-pounder  Parrotts,  with  which  we  can  reach 
the  railroad,  even  should  our  men  not  succeed  in  gaining  it,  as  I  hope 
they  may,  as  also  the  road  bridge  over  the  Coosawhatchie.  Our  position 
is  strong,  the  spirit  of  the  troops  excellent,  and  the  landings  and  means 
of  communication  good.  The  naval  force,  under  orders  from  Admiral 
Dahlgren,  have  co-operated  cordially  and  efficiently  both  by  water  and 
land.  The  reports  received  from  prisoners  and  deserters  relative  to 
Oeneral  Sherman’s  movements  are  very  conflicting.  A  lieutenant  who 
deserted  on  the  4th  reports  that  General  Sherman  was  in  sight  of 
Savannah.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  is  nearing  Savannah,  as  all 
the  deserters  and  prisoners  who  have  recently  come  in  agree  that 
troops  are  leaving  Charleston  and  Augusta  for  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff',  Armies  of  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Coast 

^Division. 

IIdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Deveaux’s  Nech,  S.  C.,  Becemher  — ,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  this  division  from  the  date  of  its  embarkation  at  Hilton  Head 
to  the  close  of  the  action  at  Honey  Hill : 

The  force  collected  from  different  xioints  in  the  Dex^artment  of  the 
South,  with  the  addition  of  a  small  brigade  from  the  navy,  numbered, 
including  all  arms,  about  5,500  men,  organized  as  follows :  Two  brigades 
of  infantry,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter  and  Col.  A.  S. 
Hartwell,  Fifty- fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Naval  Brigade,  Com¬ 
mander  George  H.  Preble,  H.  S.  Navy,  commanding;  x^ortions  of  three 
batteries  light  artillery,  Lieut.  Col.  AVTlliam  Ames,  Third  Rhode  Island 
Artillery,  commanding.  It  was  embarked  on  the  evening  of  the  28th 
November,  with  the  intention  of  landing  at  Boyd’s  Neck  at  daylight  the 
followingmorning.  My  command  of  theforce  wasto  commence  after  land¬ 
ing.  At  2.30  a.  m.,  the  hour  previously  designated,  the  signal  for  sail¬ 
ing  was  given  from  the  flag-shixi  of  the  department  commander.  The 
transports  immediately  got  under  way;  but  soon  after,  a  dense  fog 
covering  the  river,  some  came  to  anclior,  others  continuing  the  ad¬ 
vance  grounded,  whilst  others,  by  a  mistake  of  the  pilots,  were  taken 
ux)  the  Chechesse  instead  of  the  Broad  River.  The  x)il<)t  of  my  own 
steamer  advising  me  to  wait  daylight,  I  did  so,  and  consequently 
it  was  from  that  transxiort  the  first  troops  commenced  landing,  at 
about  11  a.  m.  The  steamer  Canonicus,  containing  engineer  troox)s 
and  material,  was  unfortunately  one  of  the  transports  that  had  gone 
up  the  Chechesse  by  mistake,  and  did  not  arrive  at  Boyd’s  Neck 
until  about  2  p.  m.  Tliis  caused  a  delay  in  building  the  necessary 
landing  to  enal)le  the  artillery  and  means  of  transi)ortation  to  be  dis- 
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embarked.  The  Naval  Brigade  was  the  first  organized  body  landed. 
It  was  immediately  i)Lislied  to  the  front  to  occupy  a  cross-roads  two 
miles  in  advance  of  the  landing.  Attached  to  this  brigade  was  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  eight  light  guns,  drawn  by  sailors.  The  brigade  met  and  drove 
toward  Bee’s  Creek  a  small  force  of  the  enemy.  The  Thirty-second  II. 
S.  Colored  Troops,  as  soon  as  landed,  was  sent  to  the.  support  of  the 
brigade.  At  4  j).  in.  the  detachment  of  cavalry  and  a  large  portion  of 
Potter’s  brigade  having  landed,  I  determined  to  ])nsh  forward  imme¬ 
diately  and  attempt  to  seize  the  railroad  at  (frahamville,  without 
Avaiting  the  landing  of  the  artillery  and  the  remainder  of  the  infantry. 
The  debarkation  of  the  remainder  of  the  troops  continued  through  the 
night  and  following  day  as  the  transports  arri\^ed.  Unfortunately  the 
maps  and  guides  proved  equally  worthless.  The  Naval  Brigade  had 
pushed  back  the  enemy,  who,  retreating  toward  Bee’s  ('reek,  were  fol¬ 
lowed  two  miles  from  the  cross-roads  in  a  direction  opposite  to  the 
route  we  were  to  march,  suiiposing  it  the  direct  road  to  Crahamville. 
Potter’s  brigade  folloAved,  and  it  Avas  not  until  the  latter  had  overtaken 
the  NaA^al  Brigade  that  the  error  was  discovered.  The  troops  counter¬ 
marched  and  returned  to  the  cross-roads.  The  sailors  dragging  the 
artillery  were  found  to  be  worn  out,  and  the  Naval  Brigade  Avas  left  at 
that  iioint,  Avith  orders  to  come  up  in  tlie  morning.  We  then  pushed 
on  Avith  Potter’s  brigade  and  the  cavalry.  Two  miles  from  the  cross¬ 
roads  Avas  found  a  fork  in  the  road  near  a  church.  The  guide,  pretend¬ 
ing  to  recognize  the  point,  led  the  column  on  the  left-hand  road.  Four 
miles  beyond  the  church  it  becaine  evident  that  the’  guide  had  mis¬ 
taken  the  road,  and  l  returned  to  the  church,  where  we  bivouacked  at 
2  a.  m.  The  men  had  then  marched  fifteen  miles,  had  been  up  most  of 
the  previous  night,  had  worked  hard  during  the  day,  and  AA^ere  unable 
to  march  farther.  The  distance  marched,  if  upon  the  right  road,AAU)uld 
have  carried  us  to  the  railroad,  and  I  have  since  learned  we  would  have 
met,  at  that  time,  little  or  no  opposition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  Artillery  and  NaAul  Brigadeshaving 
come  up,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  horses  had  been  furnished  the 
naval  batlery,  except  for  two  mountain  howitzers.  These  I  directed  to 
return  to  and  hold  the  cross-roads,  supported  by  four  companies  of  the 
Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  They  Avere  attacked,  and  re- 
pnlsed  a  body  of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Bee’s  Creek  battery. 
I  then  marched  on  the  direct  road  toAvard  Grahamville  in  the  following 
order:  Cavalry;  Potter’s  brigade,  Avith  IMesereau’s  battery.  Third 
New  York  Artillery;  Naval  Brigade;  Titus’  battery,  Third  New  York 
Artillery;  and  all  of  HartAvell’s  brigade  that  had  arrived  at  the  point, 
consisting  of  one  regiment  and  tAvo  companies  of  a  second.  At  9.15  a. 
m.  met  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  two  pieces  of  artillery 
with  an  infantry  support.  Our  column  Avas  marching  in  a  narrow  road 
Avith  dense  woods  on  both  sides.  The  action  was  opened  by  General 
Potter,  who  advanced  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  NeAv  York 
Volunteers  as  skirmishers,  supported  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  and 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers.  The  supports  Avere  deployed  on  the  sides  of  the 
road  when  the  country  opened  sufiiciently  to  allow  it.  Hartwelfs  bri¬ 
gade  Avas  also  bronght  forward  as  soon  as  it  could  find  open  ground  on 
the  right  side  of  the  road.  We  advanced  gradually,  driving  the  enemy 
about  three  miles  and  a  half,  their  artillery  being  silenced  at  every 
oi)ening  of  the  section  Avith  our  advance.  Our  casualties  Avere  not  severe 
during  this  advance,  bnt  a  ATiluable  and  gallant  ofiicei'.  First  Lieut.  Fd- 
Avard  A.  Wildt,  Third  NeAV  York  Artillery,  fell  mortally  Avounded  Avhilst 
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siglitiiig  one  of  liis  guns.  At  11  a.  in.  the  liead  of  the  column  came" 
unexpectedly  on  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  in  position.  At  this  point 
the  road  bends  to  the  left.  The  advance  following  it  found  themselves 
ill  front  of  an  inclosed  work  jiierced  for  four  guns.  The  redoubt,  sit¬ 
uated  on  the  crest  of  a  small  ridge,  was  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  line. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  built  two  years  since,  although  until  now  un¬ 
known  to  us.  Following  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  either  side  the  redoubt, 
the  enemy  had  thrown  up  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  and  within  these  waited 
with  seven  pieces  of  artillery  our  attack.  In  front  of  the  enemy’s  line 
ran  a  small  creek,  bounded  by  a  marsh  covered  with  dense  under¬ 
growth.  This  was  not  impassable,  but  presented  a  serious  obstacle  to 
our  advance,  being  completely  commanded  by  the  enemy’s  fire.  Pot¬ 
ter’s  brigade  Avas  quickly  formed  in  line  of  battle  parallel  to  that  of 
the  enemy.  One  section  of  Mesereau’s  artillery,  jilaced  in  position  in 
the  road,  opened  fire  upon  the  redoubt.  The  left  of  Potter’s  brigade — 
re-enforced  by  two  companies  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Yolun- 
teers  and  part  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Y olunteers,  Avhich  had  by 
mistake  taken  position  on  the  left  of  the  road — made  two  desperate 
attacks  on  the  main  work  of  the  enemy,  led  by  Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell, 
commanding  Second  Brigade.  They  were  repulsed  with  severe  loss. 
The  Fifty -fifth  Massachusetts  Yolunteers  were  rallied,  and,  Avith  the 
Marine  Battalion,  sent  to  the  support  of  the  right  aa  ing  of  the  line  of 
battle,  with  orders  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  They  advanced 
gallantly,  but  were  unable  to  carry  the  intrenchments.  This  Aving 
finally  fell  back  a  short  distance  to  take  advantage  of  an  inequality 
of  the  ground,  which  gave  them  a  position  from  which  they  repulsed 
sev^eral  attacks  made  by  the  enemy.  Charges  made  on  our  left  flank 
were  repulsed  Avith  ease.  BetAveen  1  and  2  p.  m.  the  One  hundred 
and  second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  reached  the  field,  having  arrived  at 
the  landing  at  11  a.  m. 

The  ammunition  of  the  troops  engaged  being  nearly  exiiended,  and 
none  arriving  from  the  rear,  this  regiment  was  necessarily  held  m 
reserA^e,  as  I  received  information  from  deserters  and  x>risoners  that 
large  re-enforcements  Avere  being  received  by  the  enemy  by  railroad. 
One  section  of  Mesereau’s  artillery,  liaAdng  been  placed  in  battery  in  a 
position  completely  commanded  by  the  artillery  and  shaiT)shooters  of 
the  enemy,  lost  two  of  its  officers  wounded,  and  most  of  its  horses  and 
cannoiieers;  two  of  the  ammunition-chests  on  the  limbers  Avere  bloAA^i  up. 
A  detail  of  a  company  from  the  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  Avas  ordered  to  bring  off  the  guns.  Capt.  A.  E.  Lindsay,  com¬ 
manding  the  company,  was  killed,  and  Lieut.  H.  H.  Alvord  Avas  severely 
AA'ounded.  The  command  of  the  company  devolved  upon  a  sergeant, 
A\iio  did  not  understand  the  object  of  the  advance,  and  failed  to  accom¬ 
plish  it.  First  Lieut.  O.  W.  Bennett,  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S. 
Colored  Troo])S,  with  thirty  men  Avas  detached  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  executed  it  in  the  coolest  and  most  gallant  manner.  Mesereau’s 
artillery  was  then  sent  to  the  rear,  and  Titus’  battery  brought  into 
action.  The  artdlery  fire  Avas  directed  to  be  continued  slowly,  as  the 
ammunition  Avas  being  expended  and  none  received  from  the  rear.  The 
caissons  as  fast  as  emptied  were  ordered  to  the  landing  to  refill.  About 
3  p.  111.  (),00()  rounds  of  musket  ammunition  Avas  received  and  issued  to 
those  regiments  entirely  out.  It  Avas,  hoAvever,  noAv  certain  that  the 
enemy’s  position  could  not  be  carried;  and  Avhilst  a  moderate  fire  Avas 
kept  iqi,  arrangements  AA^ere  commenced  for  retiring  as  soon  as  it 
became  dark.  The  ammunition  of  Titus’  battery,  except  twenty  rounds 
each  for  tAvo  guns,  being  expended,  the  naval  guns  under  Lieutenant 
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Oomiiiander  Mattliews  were  brought  into  action,  one  section  at  a  time. 
The  ambulances  having  been  landed  commenced  reaching  the  front. 
One  section  of  Titus^  battery,  sui)ported  by  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
took  post  half  a  mile  in  the  rear.  Two  regiments  of  infantry  were  then 
drawn  from  the  flanks  and  posted  one  mile  farther  to  the  rear,  where 
the  road  crossed  a  ravine.  Two  regiments  of  infantry  were  detailed  to 
carry  the  wounded.  At  dusk  the  retreat  commenced.  The  iSTaval  Bri¬ 
gade,  with  the  exception  of  its  two  pieces  of  artillery,  then  engaged, 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  cross-roads;  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
seventh  New  York  Yolunteers  and  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  with  one  section  naval  artillery,  remained  at  the  front, 
keeping  up  a  slow  fire  with  artillery  until  7.30  p.  m.,  when,  the  main 
body  of  the  command  being  well  on  its  march,  they  withdrew,  and  were 
in  their  turn  covered  by  the  Fifty-sixth  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  Begiments  New  York  Yolunteers;  these  were  again  covered  by 
the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Yol¬ 
unteers,  posted  as  before  mentioned.  The  whole  retrograde  movement 
was  executed  without  loss  or  confusion;  there  was  no  pursuit  by  the 
enemy  or  alarm  of  any  kind;  not  a  wounded  man  was  left  on  the  field, 
except  those  who  fell  at  the  foot  of  the  enemy’s  works  in  the  charges  in 
which  we  were  repulsed ;  no  stores  or  equipments  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  except  some  thrown  away  by  the  men  on  the  advance,  to 
enable  them  the  better  to  follow  the  enemy  in  his  retreat. 

In  closing  this  report  I  must  give  the  gallant  men  the  credit  due 
them.  The  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  none  of  whom  fell  in  retreat, 
attest  their  good  conduct.  The  affair  was  a  repulse  owing  entirely  to 
the  strong  position  held  by  the  enemy  and  our  want  of  ammunition. 
A  few  instances  of  individual  gallantry  that  have  come  particularly  to 
my  knowledge  I  will  mention:  Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell,  Fifty-fifth  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Yolunteers,  commanding  brigade,  received  his  third  wound 
during  the  engagement  at  the  foot  of  the  enemy’s  intrenchments ; 
Col.  James  C.  Beecher,  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  twice  wounded, 
refused  to  go  to  the  rear  until  the  close  of  the  action ;  Lieut.  George 
H.  Crocker,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  continued  to  serve  his  guns, 
after  losing  an  eye,  until  they  were  withdrawn  by  order. 

Lieut.  Cols.  W.  T.  Bennett  and  James  F.  Hall,  of  my  staff;  S.  L. 
Woodford,  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  New  York  Yolunteers; 
N.  Haughton,  Twenty-fifth  Oliio;  James  C.  Carmichael,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Yolunteers;  A.  J.  Willard,  Thirty- 
fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops;  Lieut.  Commanders  A.  F.  Crosman  and 
E.  O.  Matthews,  U.  S.  Navy;  Capt.  T.  J.  Mesereau,  Third  New  York 
Artillery;  Lieut.  G.  G.  Stoddard,  U.  S.  Marines;  Lieuts.  E.  H.  Titus 
and  George  C.  Breck,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  deserve  iiarticular 
mention.  The  brigade  commanders — Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  Com¬ 
mander  G.  H.  Preble,  IT.  S.  Navy,  and  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames,  Third 
Khode  Island  Artillery — gave  me  a  hearty  sujiport.  General  Potter, 
who  commanded  the  advance,  handled  his  troops  handsomely,  and  per¬ 
sonally  superintended  the  withdrawal  of  the  rear  of  the  command  on 
the  retreat.  To  my  own  staff'  I  am  indebted  for  their  energy  and 
activity.  Col.  G.  A  .Pieiije,  quartermaster,  volunteer  aide,  was  wounded 
whilst  making  a  reconnaissance.  Capt.  G.  E.  Gouraud,  of  General  Fos¬ 
ter’s  staff,  won  the  praise  of  all,  and  is  jDarticularly  commended  for  gal¬ 
lantry.’^  Capts.  W.  W.  Sampson,  acting  aide-de-camp,  and  T.  L.  Apple- 
ton,  assistant  provost-marshal;  Lieuts.  L.  B.  Perry,  acting  assistant 
adjutant- general;  E.  B.  Yan  Winkle,  aide-de-camp;  H.  G.  McMartin, 

*  Gouraud  was  awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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aide-de-camp,  andT.  0.  Vidal,  signal  officer,  did  their  duty  nobly,  and 
assisted  in  rallying  at  the  front  and  leading  forward  those  troops  who, 
unable  to  stand  the  terrible  fire  of  the  enemy,  were  repulsed  in  the 
assault. 

In  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders,  herewith  inclosed,  you  will  find 
personal  mention  of  other  officers.  The  medical  department,  under 
direction  of  Surg.  George  S.  Burton,  Third  Bhode  Island  Artillery, 
])roved  itself  highly  efficient,  and  the  corps  of  stretcher-bearers  visited 
thoroughly  all  parts  of  the  field  where  the  troops  were  engaged.  A  list 
of  the  casualties  accompanies  this  report.  The  total  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  is  74G.  Of  the  28  missing,  I  have  been  indirectly  informed 
that  13  unwounded  and  5  wounded  men  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Oapt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjntant- General,  Hdgrs.  Dept,  of  the  South. 


Recapitulation  of  the  hilled,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  Coast  Division,  Department 
of  the  South,  during  the  action  at  Iloney  Hill,  S.  C.,  November  SO,  1864. 


JXO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Ko.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edieard  E.  Potter,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Field  Division, 

Deveateifs  Neck,  December  IJ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  First  Brigade  in  the  afiair  of  the  30th  ultimo,  at  Honey 
Hill,  near  Grahamville,  S.  C.: 

The  brigade  moved  at  8  a.  m.,  on  the  Grahamville  road,  from  the  church 
at  the  intersection  of  that  road  with  the  one  leading  from  Boy(Ts  La  nding 
to  Tenny’s  Landing.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York 
were  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  and  in  its  rear  a-sec- 
tion  of  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery.  After  marching  about 
half  a  mile  the  enemy  was  encountered.  He  had  one  piece  of  artillery 
in  position  on  the  road  on  slightly  rising  ground  at  the  end  of  a  swampy 
defile.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  were  deployed  as  skir- 
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mishers  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York,  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  New  York,  advanced  to  their  support.  On  the  left  of  the  road 
was  a  thick  jungle,  almost  impassahle  for  infantry;  on  the  right  were 
occasional  openings,  but  here  the  enemy  had  set  fire  to  the  tall  grass 
and  weeds,  and  this  seriously  impeded  the  advance  of  the  troops.  I 
was  consequently  obliged  to  order  the  regiments  in  the  rear  to  advance 
by  the  flank  along  the  road  at  double-quick,  in  order  to  expose  them 
for  as  short  a  time  as  possible  to  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  enfiladed  the 
road.  The  section  of  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  also 
advanced  and  came  into  battery  on  the  road.  The  enemy  now  fell 
back  and  the  brigade  marched  a  short  distance  by  the  flank  on  the 
road,  with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  deployed  as  skirmishers. 
The  enemy  took  up  a  new  position,  from  which  he  was  soon  driven,  and 
the  command  moved  forward  without  opposition  until  Honey  Hill  was 
reached.  At  this  point  the  road  to  Grahainville  takes  a  sharp  turn  to 
the  left,  and  another  road  comes  in  from  the  right,  probably  connecting 
Avith  the  Coosawhatchie  road.  Along  the  last  road  and  to  the  right  of 
the  Grahamville  road  the  enemy  was  found  intrenched;  a  vigorous 
charge  of  the  Twenty- fifth  Ohio  drove  them  from  these  intrenchments, 
whicli  connected  with  the  main  work  placed  on  a  hill  thirty  feet  in  height 
and  mounting  five  guns.  On  the  left  of  the  Grahamville  road  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  drove  the  enemy  and  got  within 
200  yards  of  their  works.  Our  line  was  notv  formed,  with  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-fourth  New  York,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  Thirty-second  U. 
S.  Colored  Troops,  and  marines  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York,  Fifty-sixth  New  York,  and 
One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York  upon  the  left.  The  section  of 
Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  went  in  battery  on  the  road  about 
the  center  of  the  line  and  opened  a  rapid  and  steady  fire.  I  ordered  the 
right  of  the  line  to  pressforward,  swiuginground  to  the  left,  and  if  possible 
to  take  the  enemy’s  works  in  flank  and  rear;  but  after  advancing  a 
short  distance,  the  dense  undergrowth  and  deep  swamps  prevented 
their  farther  progress.  The  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  which 
had  come  up  about  this  time,  was  pushed  out  on  our  right  center;  but 
the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  and  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  compelled 
them  to  withdraw.  Colonel  Beecher  was  severely  Avounded,  but  kept 
the  field.  The  regiment  was  reformed  and  held  in  reserve  in  rear  of 
the  section  of  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery.  On  our  extreme 
left  the  enemy  i)ressed  rather  heavily,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Fifty- 
sixth  New  York  Avas  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left,  and  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York.  Here  also 
the  deep  SAvamp  and  abatis  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works  prevented 
the  advance  of  our  troops.  We  maintained  our  position  thus  taken 
until  dark,  keeping  up  and  receiving  a  heavy  fire,  and  suffering  con¬ 
siderable  loss  from  our  exposed  situation.  At  dusk,  in  accordance 
with  instructions  received  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the 
Field  Division,  I  commenced  to  AvithdraAv  the  troops.  A  position  Avas 
taken  up  about  half  a  mile  in  our  rear,  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York  formed  a  line  on  either  side  of  the 
road  to  cover  the  retrograde  movement.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
seventh  NeAV  York  and  the  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored 
Trortps,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  were  left  as  supports  fora  section  of 
the  Naval  Battery,  Avhich  kei)t  up  a  tire  against  the  enemy’s  Avorks. 
The  regiments  on  tlieleft  Avere  first  AvithdraAvn,  and  then  the  regiments 
on  the  right.  A  second  ])osition  was  taken  up  about  a  mile  in  rear 
of  the  first,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
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seven  til  New  York  ordered  to  hold  it.  The  section  of  the  Naval  Bat¬ 
tery  and  its  supports  were  then  withdrawn,  and  after  they  liad  passed 
the  first  line  was  held  for  two  hours.  At  the  expiration"  of  this  time 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York  took  up 
their  march  for  the  church.  The  second  line  was  held  for  half  an  hour 
after  the  last-mentioned  regiments  had  passed.  I  remained  at  the 
chnrcli  until  3  a.  m.  of  the  1st  instant,  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  New  Y"ork  and  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  and  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery.  These  regiments  then 
moved  down  to  the  cross-roads  and  bivouacked.  The  whole  movement 
was  conducted  without  confusion  and  in  j^erfect  order. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  making  honorable  mention  of  the 
good  conduct  and  steadiness  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances.  Exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  a  concealed 
enemy  who  was  strongly  intrenched,  and  laboring  under  every  disad¬ 
vantage  of  ground,  they  maintained  their  position  with  the  greatest 
tenacity  and  endurance.  Nothing  but  the  formidable  character  of  the 
obstacles  which  they  had  to  encounter  xireveuted  them  from  achieving 
success.  Where  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  difficult  to  siiecify  marked 
instances  of  good  conduct,  but  sjiecial  mention  may  be  made  of  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  New  York,  Colonel  Gurney,  which  had 
the  advance,  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Carmichael,  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Haughton,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  line.  These  last  two  regiments 
met  and  resisted  several  charges  of  the  enemy.  The  Thirty-second 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Colonel  Baird,  and  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  Colonel  Beecher,  are  also  deserving  of  great  credit.  The 
former  regiment  lost  Lieutenant-Colonel  Geary,  wounded.  Colonel 
Beecher,  of  the  latter  regiment,  was  severly  wounded  early  in  the 
action,  but  kept  the  field  until  the  close  of  the  day.  The  One  hundred 
and  forty-fourth  New  York,  Colonel  Lewis,  and  Fifty-sixth  New  YYrk, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tyler,  although  not  so  warmly  engaged  as  the  other 
regiments,  conducted  themselves  with  great  steadiness  and  courage. 

My  own  staff— consisting  of  Captain  Manning,  acting  assistant  adju¬ 
tant-general;  Captain  Silva,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Captain  Jewett,  in¬ 
spector  of  the  District  of  Hilton  Head,  and  Lieutenant  Davis,  Fourth 
iMassachu setts  Cavalry — were  active  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  displaying  coolness  and  gallantry  under  fire,  and  great 
iutelligence  in  the  transmission  of  orders. 

I  forward  herewith  a  report  of  casualties  in  the  brigade.* 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  E.  POTTER, 


Brigadier- General,  (kymmanding. 

Lieut.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Gurney^  One  hundred  and  tmenty-seveyith  New 

York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  127x11  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field j  near  Boyd'’H  Neek,  S.  C.,  December  ,V,  1861. 
Captain:  In  obedience  to  circular  order  of  tliis  date,  I  have  the 
honor  to  rejiort  that  the  regiimmt  moved  up  the  Grahamville  road 

Embodied  in  stiitemeiit,  ]).  425. 
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from  tlie  cross-road  cliurcli  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  3()th  ultimo,  having  the 
advance  of  the  line.  After  advancing  some  250  yards  the  cavalry 
reported  the  rebels  in  our  front  with  artillery.  By  order  of  General 
I^otter  the  regiment  was  deployed  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  as 
skirmishei^.  The  rebel  pickets  were  met  at  about  400  yards  and  tiring 
began.  The  Thirty-second  Colored  and  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth 
New  York  Volunteers  reported  to  me  as  supports  to  our  skirmish  line. 
The  right  wing  of  the  Twenty-tifth  Ohio  Volunteers  had  already 
deployed  as  skirmishers  on  our  right.  I  turned  the  command  of  the 
regiment  over  to  Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L.  Woodford  and  took  charge  of  the 
skirmishers  and  supports  as  above.  The  latter  Avere  on  the  right  of  the 
road.  The  rebels  fired  the  Avoods  and  dry  grass  in  front  of  their 
artillery,  and  our  line  had  to  advance  through  and  around  the  flames. 
Our  artillery  now  coming  into  position  on  the  road  shelled  the  rebels’ 
gun  or  guns  back,  and  my  command  came  into  the  road.  I  Avent  for¬ 
ward  to  the  new  skirmish  line,  which  was  immediately  throAvn  out.  This 
line  advanced  Avith  part  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Ncav  York  Volunteers  at  the 
front,  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty- fourth  New  York  Volunteers  on 
the  right  of  the  road,  and  the  One  hundred  and  tAventy- seventh  Ncav 
York  Volunteers  at  the  left.  The  rebel  artillery  had  taken  up  a  new 
position,  and  was  shortly  encountered  again .  Our  artillery  again  shelled 
them  back  and  our  infantry  moved  up.  The  skirmish  line  on  the  left  of 
the  road  met  the  rebel  line,  and  fell  back  upon  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  as  a  support.  The  action  now 
opened  on  the  left.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  Vol¬ 
unteers  encountered  the  rebels  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  the  fight 
began  there  at  the  same  moment.  The  heacfs  of  these  tAvo  regiments 
pressed  on  to  the  cross-roads  that  turned  into  the  rebel  fort,  and  then 
other  regiments  moA^ed  up,  as  did  the  artillery,  and  the  lighting  became 
general.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  held  the  left  center  in 
front  of  the  fort,  the  right  of  the  regiment  resting  on  the  road.  It  was 
immediately  formed  into  line  of  battle  facing  the  fort  and  forced  the 
rebel  line  back  some  200  yards,  when  it  halted  and  held  its  ground.  I 
still  exercised  my  proAusional  command  at  the  center  of  the  front  until 
the  new  and  general  disposition  of  the  troops  Avas  made  by  General 
Potter,  Avho  Avas  immediately  at  the  front.  Part  of  the  Thirty-fifth  U. 
S.  Colored  Troops  came  over  to  the  left  of  the  road,  in  front  of  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty- seventh  NeAv  York  Volunteers,  but  were  immedi¬ 
ately  moAxd  back  on  the  road  to  the  right  of  our  regiment.  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  Woodford  reported  to  General  Potter  that  he  would  charge 
the  front  of  the  works  Avitli  our  regiment,  if  a  simultaneous  charge 
could  be  made  on  the  road  to  his  right.  The  Fifty- fifth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  immediately  came  up  and  charged.  Colonel  Hartwell  Avas 
Avounded  just  at  the  head  of  the  cross  roads  as  he  formed  his  men  for 
the  charge.  Captain  Goufaud,  aide-de-camp,  brought  the  order  for  the 
charge.  Colonel  Hartwell  and  Captain  Gourand  told  me  to  take  the 
Fifty-fifth  in,  but  the  terrible  lire  held  the  regiment  in  check,  and  this 
attempt  was  unsuccessful.  Colonel  HartAvell,  although  Avounded,  took 
the  head  of  his  regiment  again  and  led  them  in.  They  met  a  heavy  fire 
both  in  front  and  flank,  and  Colonel  Hartwell  Avas  again  AA  onnded  in 
two  places.  We  got  around  the  corner  of  the  road,  but  the  troops  were 
then  forced  back. 

Colonel  Woodford  reports  that  the  One  hundred  and  tAventy-seA^enth 
NeAV  York  Volunteers  cliarged  forward  at  nearly  a  right  angle  Avith  the 
advance  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  crossing  a  creek  and  adA^anc- 
ing  into  tlie  marsh  at  the  front  of  the  fort  until  they  came  Avithin  70 
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yards  on  the  left  of  the  regimental  line  and  within  100  yards  on 
the  right.  The  ground  here  comparatively  open,  with  isolated  large 
trees  and  low  brush :  the  soil  was  boggy,  with  standing  water  about 
ten  to  eighteen  inches  deep.  The  men  got  their  foothold  at  the  roots 
of  the  brushwood.  The  regiment  remained  here  some  ten  minutes, 
firing  from  the  shelter  which  the  men  took,  until  the  infantry  on  the 
right  center  had  been  forced  back,  and  their  fire  enfiladed  our  line. 
Then  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  fell  back  some  fifty  yards, 
formed  a  new  line,  and  laid  down,  supporting  the  artillery  on  the  road, 
which  fired  over  them.  Two  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty- seventh  were  here  formed  across  the  road  with  fixed  bayonets, 
to  prevent  straggling  from  the  right  center  and  the  right.  1  then  relin- 
(juished  my  temporary  command  in  the  road  and  rejoined  my  regiment. 
The  artillery  soon  fell  back  a  few  yards,  and  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-seventh  fell  back  to  a  new  position  in  front  of  the  artillery,  and 
still  under  the  guns,  where  it  remained  for  an  hour,  when  it  was  ordered 
back  some  twenty  yards,  and  formed  line  with  the  same  front  but  at  the 
left  of  and  in  line  with  the  advanced  guns,  where  it  remained  until  the 
action  closed.  The  regiment  was  the  last  to  leave  the  field,  being 
ordered  to  act  as  rear  guard.  After  it  had  fallen  back  as  such  in  the 
rear  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  it  was  relieved  by  another  regiment, 
which  took  its  place,  under  orders  from  General  Potter.  After  reaching 
the  cross-road  church,  it  moved  on  to  the  cross-road  leading  to  Boyd’s 
Neck,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  about  500  yards  down  this  road. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  casualties,  as  re(iuired, 
numbering  7  killed,  44  wounded,  and  2  missing;  total,  53. 

Very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GURNEY, 

Colonel^  Commanding  127tli  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  W.  0.  Manning, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Haughton^  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-fifth  Regt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Boyd's  Landing^  S.  0.,  December  3,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  action  of  November  30,  1864: 

About  9  a.  m.  we  left  the  White  Church,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
seventh  New  York  in  ad  vance,  taking  the  road  toward  Graham  ville;  had 
moved  but  a  short  distance  when  the  enemy  opened  with  a  battery  in 
front.  I  formed  my  regiment  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  in  line  of 
battle,  to  support  the  advance  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh 
New  York.  Moved  forward  until  the  advance  a\  as  checked  and  the 
long  grass  in  front  [fired]  by  the  enemy.  My  regiment  then  moved 
forward — the  right  wing  farther  to  the  right  and  the  left  wing  farther 
to  the  left  to  avoid  the  burning  grass — and  met  a  division  of  the  enemy 
on  our  right;  the  rebels  soon  fell  back.  I  then  moved  to  the  road  and 
advanced  by  the  flank  until  their  batteries  opened  from  a  second  posi¬ 
tion;  I  then  formed  the  right  of  a  second  line  on  the  right  of  tlie  road. 
Moved  steadily  forward  by  the  right  of  companies  until  the  first  line — 
composed  of  the  Thirty- second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  and  a  i)art  or  all 
of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York — was  fired  upon  Avith 
musketry.  This  caused  the  first  line  to  Avaver,  and  the  Thirty-second 
fell  back  in  considerable  coufiision,  1  immediately  formed  line  of  battle, 
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and  charging  through  the  Thirty- second  and  a  portion  of  the  right  of 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  ^ew  York,  we  drove  the  enemy  from 
the  cross-road  in  confusion,  without,  however,  doing  him  much  damage, 
as  the  wood  and  brush  Avere  so  thick  that  we  could  not  see  him  Avhen 
Avithin  hfteeii  or  twenty  yards,  and  I  did  not  venture  to  fire  for  fear 
some  of  our  men  might  be  in  front.  Unexpectedly  Ave  came  out  on  the 
cross-roads,  Avhere  1  rapidly  formed  my  men,  the  Thirty- second  arriving 
and  forming  on  our  right,  and  a  portion  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  IS^eAv  York  on  our  left;  there.  Avas  no  firing  in  our  if  out,  but  I 
('ould  still  hear  firing  to  the  left.  Thinking  I  had  gained  an  advantage 
over  the  enemy,  Avas  anxious  to  profit  by  it.  I  immediately  sent  an  offi¬ 
cer  Avith  some  men  to  learn  his  position  and  see  if  his  flank  could  be 
pressed.  Keceiving  a  favorable  answer,  I  at  once  made  a  half  change  of 
front  on  my  left  company  and  moved  forward  into  the  Avoods  about 
80  or  100  yards,  Avhere  Ave  met  a  strong  line  of  rebels;  here  a  severe 
fight  took  iflace.  We  held  our  line  till  our  ammunition  Avas  completely 
exhausted,  even  stripinng  our  dead  and  AA:ounded  of  the  contents  of 
their  cartridge-boxes  and  borroAving  of  the  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  Avhich  rather  tardily  came  up  on  our  right,  but  did  not  swing 
far  enough  to  support  me  sufficiently  to  warrant  my  making  another 
charge,  as  the  fire  Avas  far  more  severe  on  my  left  and  center  than  on 
my  right.  Even  had  I  been  supplied  with  ammunition,  I  consider  that 
it  Avould  have  been  imprudent  to  remain  longer,  as  I  found  during  the 
engagement  that  my  immediate  left  was  entirely  unsupported.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  thought  it  best  to  retire;  and  notifying  Colonel 
Baird  of  my  intention,  I  about-faced  my  regiment  and  moved  slowly 
back  to  the  cross-road,  there  receiving  ammunition.  The  enemy  shoAved 
little  disposition  to  advance,  and  made  no  attack  on  our  line  while 
there.  Soon  after  dark  I  received  orders  to  fall  back. 

I  hereby  append  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  regiment  during  the 
whole  action,  all  of  Avhich,  with  one  exception,  occurred  in  making  the 
charge  and  in  our  adA^auced  position ;  those  marked  wounded  and  miss¬ 
ing  are  knoAAui  to  have  been  Avounded. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  HAUGHTO:^^, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Manning, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  First  Brigade. 

Note. — The  list  of  casualties  was  lost,  and  cannot  be  replaced  by 
reason  of  loss  of  company  books. 


No.  0. 

Report  of  Col.  Alfred  8.  Hartwell,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 

General  Hospital, 
Beaufort,  8.  C.,  Becemher  6, 1864. 

Adjutant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Hatch,  commanding  expedition,  I  assumed 
command  of  the  Second  Brigade  on  Monday,  the  28th  ultimo,  having 
for  my  staft’  officers,  Lieut.  G.  F.  McKay,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  act¬ 
ing  assistant  adjutant-general;  Oai)t.  W.  1).  Crane,  Fifty-fifth  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  acting  aide;  Lieut.  E.  B.  Hill,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  act¬ 
ing  aide;  Lieutenant  Wilcoxson,  Third  lihode  Island  Artillery,  cpiarter' 
master,  Tlaving  transmitted  to  the  regimental  commanders  the  printed 
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orders  and  directions  of  the  commanding  general,  and  having  caused 
some  intrenchment  tools  to  be  sent  to  the  hifty-fourtli  Massachusetts, 
I  went  on  board  the  steamer  Golden  Gate  before  midnight  of  the  28th 
and  got  under  way  at  the  signal  as  ordered.  In  passing  around  the 
bow  of  a  small  steamer,  the  small  boats  attached  to  the  steamer  Golden 
Gate  were  cut  off.  I  put  back  in  search  of  these,  but  in  the  dense  fog 
three  (or  two)  small  boats  could  not  be  found.  Kan  aground  and  lost 
our  way  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  landed  in  small  boat  at 
what  seemed  to  be  the  shore  opposite  Hall’s  Island.  About  noon  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  lauding  at  Boyd’s  Neck  with  four  companies  Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts.  Found  two  companies  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts' 
already  landed.  Kemained  at  Boyd’s  Neck  during  the  day  and  night 
of  the  29th,  by  verbal  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  throwing  out 
pickets  at  dusk  and  putting  the  troops  into  position  as  soon  as  disem¬ 
barked,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  march  at  daylight  of  the  30th.  By 
verbal  orders  from  the  commanding  general,  sent  out  to  the  cross-roads 
two  companies  Fifty-sixth  New  York  for  picket.  Having  sent  on  a 
little  before  day  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  Thirty-fifth  IJ.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  Fifty-sixth  New  York,  and  some  of  the  Thirty-second  IJ.  8.  Col¬ 
ored  Troops  to  join  their  (First)  brigade,  and  leaving  the  Thirty-fourth 
TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops  at  the  Neck  for  further  orders,  marched  at  daylight 
with  eight  companies  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts,  eight  companies 
Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  and  Mesereau’s  and  Titus’  batteries,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames,  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery.  When  half 
way  between  cross-roads  and  church  received  orders  from  commanding 
general  to  leave  four  companies  as  guard  at  cross-roads,  to  intrench,  and 
left  there  four  companies  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts,  with  two  small 
boat  howitzers  and  detail  of  marines,  who  reported  to  me  on  the  road 
for  this  purpose.  On  arriving  near  the  church  orders  were  received 
from  the  commanding  general  to  forward  the  artillery,  which  was  done  ^ 
ajso  orders  to  advance  as  the  troops  in  front  advanced,  leaving  two* 
companies  as  guard  at  church.  Left  two  companies  at  church  with 
instructions  to  throw  out  vedettes  to  observe.  About  half  a  mile  from 
the  church,  by  orders  from  commanding  general,  went  into  line  in  a 
corn-field  on  our  left  as  we  advanced.  Next  advanced  in  the  road  by 
tbe  flank,  filed  into  a  field  on  our  right  as  we  advanced,  and  formed 
column  by  company,  putting  out  with  the  pioneers  a  fire  in  the  grass. 
Advancing  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  received  orders  to  halt  and  hold  my 
command  compact  and  ready.  Next,  by  successive  orders  from  the  com¬ 
manding  general,  advanced  over  and  part  way  down  the  hill  slowly 
and  keeping  the  formation  in  column  on  the  right  of  the  road.  Keceived 
here  a  verbal  order  from  General  Potter  to  send  one  regiment  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Giie  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York,  I  think,  but 
am  not  positive,  as  another  order  was  at  the  same  moment  brouglit 
from  the  commanding  general  for  me  to  advance  by  the  flank  down  the 
road  in  support  of  the  Thirty-fifth  U.  8.  Colored  Ihoops.  As  I  passed 
the  commanding  general  he  gave  me  verbal  orders  to  support  the  Thirty- 
fifth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  and  not  to  go  into  action,  if  I  could  help  it, 
until  further  orders,  adding  that  a  staff  officer  would  show  me  the  posi¬ 
tion.  On  reaching  the  base  of  the  hill,  a  staff  officer  directed  me  to  file 
to  the  right.  I  sent  one  of  my  aides  to  halt  and  front  the  Fifty-fifth 
IVTassachusetts  as  soon  as  its  left  should  rest  upon  the  road,  which  was 
(done.  An  officer,  I  think  Colonel  Gurney,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-seventh  New  York,  informing  [me]  that  our  left  was  hard 
pressed,  I  directed  the  two  remaining  companies  of  the  Fit*ty-foiu*th 
Massachusetts  to  file  to  our  left  ana  go  on  the  right  by  file  into 
line  in  support  of  the  One  IpuKlnMl  and  tvwent',y*Beventh  New  York.  My 
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line  now  extended  across  the  road.  The  musketry  from  the  enemy 
was  severe  at  this  point  j  the  men  whom  we  had  in  front  of  my  line 
along  and  near  the  road  had  come  to  the  rear  in  confusion,  and  as 
I  could  not  well  remain  where  I  was,  and  had  no  orders  to  fall  back, 
I  gave  the  order  to  advance.  This  was  done  in  line  for  only  two  or 
three  rods,  when  the  strong  lire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  mus¬ 
ketry,  aided  by  the  obstructions  of  the  thicket  and  swamp,  forced  me 
ba(ik.  I  was  here  hit  in  the  hand  by  a  musket-ball.  Forming  column 
of  companies  as  well  as  possible  in  the  road  from  the  Fifty- fifth  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  I  advanced  until  the  guns  from  the  enemy’s  fort  threw 
(*anister  so  severely  into  the  head  of  the  column  that  I  was  obliged  to 
fall  back  again.  At  this  time  Captain  Gouraud  assisted  me  in  rallying 
my  men,  my  own  voice  having  nearly  given  out. 

I  must  here  give  my  testimony,  that  of  the  men  of  the  Fifty-fifth 
Massachusetts  who  were  near  all  cheerfully  seemed  to  follow  me  to 
advance  a  second  time  toward  the  fort,  under  severe  fire.  On  turning 
the  last  angle  in  the  road  in  front  of  the  fort,  the  grape  and  canister 
became  insupportable.  Captain  Crane,  acting  aide,  was  killed,  with  his 
horse;  Lieutenant  Hill,  second  acting  aide,  was  knocked  off  his  horse 
by  concussion;  and  my  own  horse  was  killed  and  fell  on  me.  The  road 
seemed  to  be  swe])t  of  everything.  I  was  pulled  from  under  my  horse 
and  back  by  an  officer  and  a  man  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  and 
during  the  time  was  hit  in  the  boot  heel  by  a  shot  that  burned  my 
ankle,  and  in  the  side  by  a  spent  grape  shot  that  knocked  me  down  and 
partially  stunned  me,  and  lodged  in  the  coat;  also,  by  a  spent  musket  ball 
in  the  back,  that  lodged  in  the  shirt;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  regret 
extremely  to  say,  I  was  unable  to  give  further  orders  or  superintendence, 
and  was  taken  to  the  rear. 

Knowing  the  quality  of  the  fine  body  of  men  assigned  to  my  com¬ 
mand,  I  am  deeply  paiued  to  have  been  prevented  from  fighting  them 
longer  and  showing  myself  deserving  of  the  honor  and  responsibility 
placed  upon  me.  Among  many  who  did  well,  I  beg  to  mention  witti 
great  praise  the  following  names  for  the  consideration  of  the  command¬ 
ing  general,  these  men  having  attracted  my  notice  for  particular  cool¬ 
ness  and  efficiency  under  fire,  viz:  Major  Kutt,  Captains  Woodward, 
Thurber,  and  Torrey,  all  of  Fifty-fourth  [Fifty-fifthJ  Massachusetts; 
Lieutenant  McKay,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Lieutenant  Hill,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  acting  aide. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  HARTWELL, 

Colonel  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts^  Formerly  Comdg.  Second  Brigade, 

Lient.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  to  Brigadier- General  Commandmg. 


No.  7.. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  L.  Chipmany  One  hundred,  and  second  TJ.  8.  CoU 
ored  TroopSy  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters  102d  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

December  4,  1864, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  different  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Coast  Division,  in  the 
action  of  Honey  Hill,  Nov  ember  30,  18(34: 

1  arrived  at  the  front  at  I  p.  in.  with  my  regiment,  and  was  not  in¬ 
formed  that  Colonel  Hartwell  hatl  been  wounded  and  taken  from  the 
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field  and  that  I  was  in  command  of  the  brigade  till  3  p.  in.,  at  which 
time  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  but  separated.  Soon  after  dark  the  Fifty -fourth  Massachu¬ 
setts  Volunteers  were  withdrawn  by  the  direct  order  of  General  Potter, 
Avithout  coming  through  me.  I  re(;eived  orders  to  Avithdraw  my  OAvn 
regiment  at  7.30  p.  m.  The  remainder  pf  the  night  the  regiments  of 
the  brigade  acted  independently.  Eight  companies  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hooper,  left  the 
landing;  six  were  in  the  engagement.  Four  companies  (0,  1),  G,  and 
K)  were  left  at  the  cross-roads,  under  Captain  Pope,  and  two  (A  and  I) 
at  the  church.  The  two  remaining  companies,  under  Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  Hooper,  moved  forward  and  first  entered  the  action  on  the  left  of 
the  guns.  The  four  companies  under  Captain  Pope,  having  engaged 
and  repulsed  some  200  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  the  cross-roads,  were 
relieA^ed  by  four  companies  of  the  Thirty-fourth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops, 
and  started  immediately  for  the  front,  and  went  into  action  on  the  right 
of  the  road.  The  two  companies  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hooper, 
having  been  sent  to  the  rear  at  about  5  j).  m.  Avith  surplus  ammunition, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hooper  learned  the  position  of  the  four  companies 
under  Captain  Pope,  and  rejoined  him  just  as  the  latter  had  received 
orders  from  General  Potter  to  retire.  Soon  after  these  six  companies 
were  ordered  to  assist  in  (tarrying  AAmunded  to  the  rear,  and  rendered 
most  efficient  service;  the  two  companies  left  at  the  cluirch  had  been 
already  so  employed.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  Avounded, 
and  missing  in  that  regiment.  * 

Tlie  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  Fox,  came  first  into  action  at  about  noon.  Marching  up 
the  main  road  until  it  reached  the  section  of  artillery  then  in  action 
there,  it  filed  right  into  the  AAmods  until  the  left  of  the  regiment  rested 
on  the  road,  then  marching  by  the  left  flank  in  line  of  battle.  At  this 
point  the  right  and  left  Avings  of  the  regiment  became  separated — the 
left,  under  Colonel  Hartwell,  charging  the  battery  up  the  road,  theriglit 
pressing  forAvard  into  the  woods.  About  3  p.  m.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fox,  finding  that  he  had  but  three  companies  and  a  ])art  of  a  fourth 
with  him,  left  them  in  command  of  Major  Nutt  and  Avent  in  search  of 
the  remnant  of  his  regiment.  Finding  a  portion  of  the  left  Aving,  under 
Captains  Thurber  and  Torrey,  he  returned  with  them  to  the  position 
occupied  by  Major  Nutt  in  the  old  rifle-pits  to  the  right  of  our  battery, 
AAdiich  Major  Nutt  had  held  against  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  dis¬ 
lodge  him.  This  regiment  remained  at  the  front  till  after  dark,  and 
then  AAuthdrew  and  assisted  in  carrying  AAmunded  to  the  rear.  The 
cavsualties  in  this  regiment  are  as  follows. t 

Three  hundred  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  IJ.  S.  Colored 
Troops  were  all  of  that  regiment  Avho  were  engaged  on  the  30tli.  This 
])ortion  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  IJ.  S.  Colored  Troops  under  my 
command  reached  the  landing  at  Boyd’s  Point  at  about  11  a.  m.  of  the 
30th  and  started  immediately  for  the  front,  aa  hich  it  reached  at  1  p.  m. 
The  two  left  companies  Av^ere  at  once  deployed  a(a*oss  the  road  as  guards, 
to  stop  and  return  to  their  regiments  all  stragglers  from  the  front. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames,  chief  of  artillery,  liaving  calhal  for  a  detail 
to  haul  off  some  guns  belonging  to  Battery  B,  Third  Noav  York  Artil- 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  enlisted  man  killed,  3  commissioned  oflicers  and 
30  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  1  commissioned  oflicer  and  4  enlisted  men  missing. 

t  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  commissioned  odicers  and  25  enlisted  men  killed, 
6  commissioned  officers  and  109  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  2  enlisted  men  missing. 
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lery,  which  had  been  stripped  of  both  men  and  horses,  Oapt.  A.  E. 
Lindsay  Avas  sent  Avith  his  company  to  do  this  work,  but  before  he 
reached  the  pieces  he  was  killed,  and  his  only  officer,  Lieut.  H.  H.  Al- 
vord,  scAwely  wounded  in  two  places.  The  command  now  devolved 
upon  the  first  sergeant,  avIio  knowing  nothing  of  the  object  for  which 
his  company  had  been  adAmnced,  filed  it  right  into  the  woods  and 
formed  line  toward  the  enemy.  Afterward,  when  the  rest  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle.  Sergeant  Madry  brought  his  company 
and  formed  it  in  its  proper  i)lace  in  the  battalion.  The  first  attempt 
having  thus  failed  a  second  was  made,  and  First  Lient.  O.  W.  Bennett 
was  sent  Avith  his  company  to  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  saA^e  the  guns. 
Lieutenant  Bennett,  AAuth  thirty  men,  went  forward  fully  100  yards  in 
advance  of  our  first  line,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  away  the  three 
guns.  Too  high  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Lieutenant  Bennett  for 
the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  led  his  men  in  that  perilous  enterprise, 
nor  to  his  men  Avho  so  faithfully  folloAved  their  leader.*  At  this  time  the 
regiment  left  the  road  and  A^as  posted  in  line  of  battle  on  the  road,  its 
left  resting  on  the  road,  supporting  the  battery  then  in  action  at  that 
point.  At  3  p.  m.  I  Avas  informed  of  the  wounding  of  Colonel  HartAvell, 
and  that  I  was  in  command  of  the  brigade.  From  that  time  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  Capt.  C.  S.  Montague.  The  regi¬ 
ment  remained  in  line  till  7.30  p.  m.,  when  it  Avithdrew.  After  reaching 
the  church  it  was  also  employed  in  carrying  wounded  to  the  rear.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  in.  that  regiment,  t 

Major  Nutt,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is  specially  men¬ 
tioned  in  regimental  report  for  gallantry  on  the  field. 

I  am,  Avith  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  L.  OHIPMAN, 

Colonel  102(1  Regiment^  U.  8.  Colored  Troops^ 

Late  in  command  of  8eeond  Brigade^  Coast  Division. 

Lieut.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  8. 

Eepoyd  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames^  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery.^ 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Brigade, 

Cross-Roads,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  i)ursuance  of  General  Orders, 
No.  1,  from  headquarters  Coast  Division,  1  assumed  command  of  this 
Artillery  Brigade  upon  its  arrival  at  Boyd’s  Landing,  November  29.  This 
brigade  consisted  of  one  section  of  Capt.  W.  II.  Ilamuer’s  com])any  (A, 
Tiiird  Phode  Island  Artillery— 3-inch  Parrotts),  four  light  12-pounder 
guns  of  Capt.  T.  J.  Meserean’s  battery  (B,  Third  New  York  Artillery), 
and  four  12-pounder  light  guns  of  F  Comi)any,  Third  New  York  Artil¬ 
lery,  commanded  by  First  Lient.  E.  11.  Titus.  The  section  of  Parrotts 
di(i  not  arriA^e  until  the  afternoon  of  NoA’cmber  30. 


^  LieuU'iiaiit  Bennett  Avas  awarded  Aledal  of  Honor  for  this  service. 

+  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  eommissioned  olKcer  and  2  enlisted  men  killed, 
1  commissioned  ol'licer  and  15  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  2  enlisted  men  missing. 
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NTovember  30,  at  daylight  I  proceeded  with  the  New  York  batteries, 
in  rear  of  Second  Brigade,  to  the  church  at  forks  of  road,  joining  the 
main  force  at  this  point.  One  section  of  Mesereau’s  battery  (B,  Third 
New  York  Artillery),  under  First  Lieut.  E.  A.  Wildt,  was  placed  in  rear 
of  the  advance  regiment  of  First  Brigade,  the  remaining  three  sections 
followed  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  At  9  a.  m.  the  First  Brigade  moved 
up  the  Honey  Hill  road.  After  advancing  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
tire  was  opened  upon  our  advancing  troops  from  a  section  of  the  enemy’s 
guns  in  position  at  a  point  where  the  road  turns  to  the  right.  The  sec¬ 
tion  of  Battery  B,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Wildt, 
was  put  in  position  in  the  road,  GOO  yards  from  the  enemy’s  guns,  and, 
after  firing  seventy-five  rounds,  caused  them  to  retreat.  The  approach 
to  this  i^oint  was  by  a  narrow  road  bordered  by  dense  woods,  and  the 
battery  was  brought  into  position  under  a  sharj)  fire  from  the  enemy’s 
guns.  The  troops  advanced  from  this  point  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  when  the  enemy’s  guns  were  again  encountered  at  a  turn  in  the 
road.  The  section  of  artillery  under  Lieutenant  Wildt  was  brought  into 
battery  in  the  road  at  a  distance  of 800  yards  from  the  enemy ;  after  firing 
twenty  rounds  the  rebel  artillery  retreated.  Whilst  coming  into  battery 
at  this  i)oint  Lieutenant  Wildt  was  mortally  wounded,  also  one  private 
of  his  command.  The  troops  advanced  from  this  point  half  a  mile,  when 
the  Honey  Hill  battery  was  engaged.  This  battery  is  situated  at  the  left 
and  GOO  yards  from  the  road  up  which  the  advance  was  made,  on  slightly 
elevated  ground.  Four  pieces  of  Mesereau’s  battery  were  placed  in  posi¬ 
tion  to  command  the  enemy’s  work  and  rifle-pits  on  its  flanks.  One 
section  only  could  be  pla(!ed  in  position  within  sight  of  the  enemy’s 
work,  the  left  section  being  masked  by  the  woods,  which  at  this  point 
were  very  dense  and  the  road  so  narrow  that  great  difficulty  was  experi¬ 
enced  in  bringing  the  two  sections  into  battery.  Fire  was  kept  up  upon 
the  enemy  from  11  a.  m.  until  3  p.  m.  At  this  time  two  ammunition' 
chests  of  the  right  section  were  exploded  by  the  enemy’s  shells.  First 
Lieut.  George  C.  Breck,  of  Company  B,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  was 
much  scorched  in  the  face  and  hands  by  this  explosion,  also  three 
privates  of  his  section,  which,  being  disabled,  was  relieved  by  one  sec¬ 
tion  of  Lieutenant  Titus’  battery  (F,  Third  New  Y^ork  Artillery),  under 
Second  Lieut.  E.  0.  Clark.  Lieut.  George  H.  Crocker,  in  command 
of  the  left  section  of  Mesereau’s  battery  (B,  Third  New  York  Artillery), 
was  shot  in  the  right  eye  at  this  time  (3  i).  in.);  also  8  horses  and  7 
cannoneers  of  Mesereau’s  battery.  The  disabled  section  of  Battery  B, 
Third  New  Y"ork  Artillery,  was  drawn  to  the  rear  by  a  detachment  of 
the  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops.  The  pieces  were 
afterward  attached  to  the  empty  caissons  going  to  the  rear  and  drawn 
off.  At  4  1^.  m.,  the  ammunition  in  both  batteries  having  been  nearly 
expended,  the  guns  of  the  New  York  batteries  were  relieved  by  four  how¬ 
itzers  from  the  Naval  Battery,  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Matthews, 
who  continued  the  fire  until  dark.  When-  the  troops  retired  to  their 
l)osition  at  the  cross-roads  one  section  of  Titus’  battery  was  left  with 
rear  guard,  with  which  1  remained  until  it  arrived  at  the  cross-roads 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December  1.  The  section  of  Hainner’s 
battery  (A,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery)  came  up  at  about  dark,  but 
was  not  placed  in  position,  as  the  trooiis  were  about  retiring. 

I  take  great  jileasure  in  mentioning  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  under  my  command  during  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill.  Captain 
Mesereaii,  Lieutenants  Titus,  Clark,  Wildt,  Breck,  and  Crocker  were 
constantly  at  their  posts;  the  two  latter  remained  with  their  sections. 
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although  they  were  wounded,  uutil  relieved  by  my  order.  First  Lieut. 
E.  A.  Wildt,  Company  B,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  was  killed  while 
pointing  a  gun,  and  proved  himself  a  brave  and  efficient  officer. 

The  following  casualties  occurred  in  my  command  on  the  30th  of 
November.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  AMES, 

JAeut.  Col.  Third  Rhode  Island,  Arty.^  Comdy.  Artillery  Brig. 
Lieut.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Coast  Division. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Co^nmander  George  H.  Preble,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Ma¬ 
rine  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Marine  Brigade, 

In  Camp  on  Grahamville  Road,  8.  C.,  December  4,  1864. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  naval  force  under  my  command  in  the 
action  at  Honey  Hill,  S.  0.,  on  the  30th  of  November,  ultimo: 

After  landing  the  artillery  battalion  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  at  9 
a.  m.,  it  was  advanced,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Commander  E.  O. 
Matthews,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  about  two  miles  along  the  road,  supported  on  the 
right  by  the  sailor  battalion  of  infantry,  under  command  of  Lieut.  James 
O’Kane,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  on  the  left  by  the  battalion  of  marines,  under 
command  of  First  Lieut,  of  Marines  G.  G.  Stoddard,  thrown  out  in  ad¬ 
vance  as  skirmishers.  At  the  forks  of  the  road  I  halted  the  command 
and  brought  our  artillery  into  a  defensive  position.  Having  no  guide 
or  map  to  refer  to,  and  not'satislied  that  the  crossing  was  the  one  desig¬ 
nated  as  our  halting  place,  from  the  road  not  continuing  beyond,  as 
shown  me  on  your  map  at  the  landing,  Lieut.  Commander  A.  F.  Cros- 
man,  acting  adjutant  of  the  brigade,  with  myself  and  fifteen  of  the 
sailor  infantry,  went  out  along  the  road  to  the  right  and  disclosed  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  and  infantry  pickets  watching  our  movements.  A 
few  rifie-shots  were  exchanged,  when  we  fell  back  to  the  main  com¬ 
mand,  and  at  4  i).  m.  I  moved  it  to  the  right  or  north  about  two  miles, 
where  we  were  intrenching  our  camp,  when  Brigadier-General  Potter 
rode  up  and  informed  me  that  we  wmre  on  the  wrong  road.  *  I  returned 
with  the  command  to  the  forks  of  the  road  and  encamiied  for  the  night, 
by  his  order,  to  refresh  our  men,  wdio  had  been  dragging  the  field  pieces 
all  dav,  General  Potter  continuing  wdth  his  forces  on  his  route  to  the 
left. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  30th  we  were  on  the  march  again  along  the  southern 
road.  At  7.45  a.  m.,  on  receipt  of  your  order,  the  two  lightest  12-poun¬ 
der  howitzers  were  sent  back  to  the  forks  of  the  road  we  had  left,  to 
defend  that  point  until  the  arrival  of  a  battery  from  Beaufort.  Actg. 
Ensign  J.  A.  Edgren  wars  detailed  to  take  charge  of  these  pieces.  Their 
arrival  was  timely,  and  repulsed  a  party  of  cavalry  and  infantry  wlio 
wTve  advancing  on  our  right.  At  9  a.  m.  I  reported  to  you  in  ])erson 
at  your  headquarters,  at  the  church.  At  9.30  a.  m.  my  brigade  w  as 
formed  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  as  the  reserve,  and  was  kept  in 

'  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  commissioned  oUicer  killed,  and  2  commissioned 
officers  and  12  enlisted  men  wounded. 
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the  rear  during  the  whole  advance.  About  11.30  a.  m.  the  firing 
in  front  became  quite  heavy  and  continuous.  At  3.30  p.  m.  Lieut. 
Commander  E.  O.  Matthews  was  ordered  to  take  a  section  of  heavy  Ex¬ 
pounder  howitzers  to  the  front  and  relieve  a  section  of  JS^ew  York  artil¬ 
lery  as  soon  as  their  ammunition  was  out.  At  3  p.  m.  these  pieces 
opened  fire  and  continued  firing  until  6.30  p.  m.,  when  tlie  trooi^s  were 
withdrawn.  Lieutenant- Commander  Matthews  covered  their  with¬ 
drawal  until  relieved  by  a  section  of  horse  artillery,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames.  Tlie  remainder  of  the  artillery  battalion 
returned  next  in  advance  of  tlie  heavy  artillery  with  the  retiring  column, 
as  ordered,  to  the  forks,  where  it  had  previously  encamped  and  where 
it  was  joined  by  the  section  under  Lieut.  Commander  E.  O.  Matthews, 
when  the  whole  battery  was  jilaced  in  a  defensive  position  to  guard  the 
roads  until  morning.  I  was  much  indebted  to  you  for  furnishing  horses 
for  the  artillery,  as  the  long  march  had  greatly  fatigued  the  men.  Two 
companies  of  sailor  infantry  did  good  service  in  assisting  at  the  drag 
ropes  of  the  artillery,  which  could  not  have  been  brought  up  without 
such  assistance.  The  remaining  companies  assisted  in  turning  back 
stragglers  from  the  front.  Otherwise,  much  to  the  reluctance  of  its 
commanding  officer,  the  sailor  infantry  was  compelled  to  remain  inac¬ 
tive  in  reserve,  waiting  your  orders  to  move  to  the  front.  About 
noon  the  battalion  of  marines  was  ordered  to  advance,  which  they  did 
by  the  right  flank,  led  by  Actg.  Adjt.  A.  F.  Crosman  and  commanded 
by  First  Lieut.  George  G.  Stoddard,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  the  road 
where  a  battery  was  in  action;  there  filed  to  the  right  about  500  yards, 
then  to  the  left,  coming  on  to  the  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio  Volunteers.  They  then  filed  to  the  right  and  came  by  the 
left  flank  in  line  of  battle,  taking  position  to  the  right  a  little  in 
advance  of  the  line  previously  formed  and  in  a  position  i)ointed  out  by 
yourself  on  the  field.  The  last  mile  and  the  coming  into  line  was  done 
on  the'double-quick.  As  soon  as  formed  in  line  fire  was  opened  on  the 
enemy,  who  seemed  to  be  in  force  on  the  left.  At  2  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign 
Carter,  acting  as  major  of  the  battalion,  was  sent  with  twenty  men  to 
deploy  and  advance  on  the  right  flank.  He  proceeded  for  200  yards 
without  finding  the  enemy.  At  3.30  p.  m.  the  line  having  fallen  back  on 
the  leftcompelled  the  marine  battalion  to  retire  as  the  enemy  advanced, 
which  was  done  in  good  order,  and  a  new  position  taken  on  the  cross¬ 
road  but  still  on  the  right  of  the  line.  This  place  was  lield  by  the  marine 
battalion  until  about  6  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders,  it  was 
marched  to  the  rear,  and  took  up  its  position  at  the  forks  on  the  left 
of  the  iS^aval  Battery. 

Lieutenant  Stoddard  calls  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Ser¬ 
geant  Cogly  in  bringing  up  ammunition  to  the  front  under  heavy  fire, 
and  thus  enabling  the  battalion  to  hold  its  position. 

With  the  exception  of  one  man  wounded  in  the  battery,  all  the  casual¬ 
ties  in  my  command  were  among  the  marines.  Considering  that  the 
marines  were  drawn  from  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  sitattered  on  the 
blockade,  and  had  been  formed  into  a  battalion  only  two  days  previous, 
and  that  all  the  company  officers  were  sergeants,  1  think  their  (ionduct 
creditable  to  the  corps. 

Asst.  Surg.  W.  J.  Bowdle,  of  (J.  S.  Navy,  my  senior  medical  officer, 
at  the  reipiestof  Surg.  George  S.  Burton,  IJ.  S.  Army,  chief  medical  ()fli- 
cer  of  the  military  force,  was  detailed  to  the  church  hospital  in  the  rear, 
and  from  1)  a.  m.  the  3()th  until  2  p,  m.  December  1  was  constantly 
employed  in  attending  to  the  wounded  brought  from  th(‘.  front,  and  has 
S'.ncebeen  and  is  still  employed  at  Boyd’s  Landing  in  that  service. 
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Asst.  Siirg.  E.  M.  Corson  and  Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  H.  L.  Gibbs  were  at 
the  front  and  rendered  constant  and  efficient  service  to  our  own  and 
the  wounded  of  the  army. 

As  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  were  fortunately  slight,  the  service 
of  all  these  surgeons  was  principally  given  to  the  military. 

The  medical  supplies  of  the  army  not  having  arrived,  those  intended 
for  this  command,  and  happily  at  hand,  Avere  consumed  for  the  wounded 
of  the  army. 

Herewith  I  transmit  Assistant  Surgeon  Bowdle’s  report  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  by  name,  as  required  by  your  order.*  Henry  Kit- 
tering,  seaman,  reported  as  missing,  has  since  returned  to  the  com¬ 
mand. 

In  conclusion  I  congratulate  you,  general,  on  the  braA^e  troops  you 
command.  I  am  sure  a  more  cheerful  and  reliant  spirit  or  greater 
bravery  could  not  have  been  displayed  by  any  body  of  men,  and  it  was 
only  that  the  enemy  aa  as  in  too  strong  force  and  position  for  the  limited 
force  at  your  control  that  we  did  not  carry  his  works. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  grateful_appreciation  of  the  many 
kind  attentions  received  by  myself  and  officers  from  our  military  breth¬ 
ren  in  arms.  It  has  been,  and  shall  be,  my  endeavor  to  cordially 
co-o])erate  Avith  the  military  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HENEY  FEEBLE, 

Commander,  U.  iS.  Navy,  Comma^iding  Naval  Brigade, 

South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Coast  Division,  U.  S.  Army. 


DECEMBER  6-9,  1864. — Demonstrations  against  the  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Railroad,  S.  C. 

k-h:  points. 

No.  1. — Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L.  AA^oodford,  One  hundred  and  tweniy-seventh  New 
A'ork  Infantry. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  South  Carolina, 
including  operations  December  5-31. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Beverly  11,  Robertson,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  4. — Col.  Aaron  C.  Edwards,  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Steivart  L.  Woodford,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
seventh  New  Yorh  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  127th  Eegiment  Neav  York  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field,  Coosawhatchie  and  Beaufort  Turnpike,  S.  C., 

December  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rejmrt  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers 
ill  the  fight  at  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Beaufort  turnpike  on  Tuesday, 
the  Gth  instant: 

The  regiment  left  Boyd’s  Neck  at  about  7  o’clock  that  morning^on 
the  steamer  Charles  Houghton,  and  landed  betAveen  9  and  11  a.  m.  at 
tlie  upjier  landing  of  Gregory’s  plantation.  Companies  1),  C,  E,  and  H 


*  Shows  i  man  kilh'd,  (5  men  wounded,  and  4*men  missing. 
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were  tlie  first  of  the  regiment  ashore.'  These,  with  part  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Fifty- sixth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  and  the  naval  infantry  immediately 
moved  out  on  the  dirt  road,  moving  north  to  the  Coosawhatchie  and 
Beaufort  turnpike.  Colonel  Gurney  and  myself  were  with  this  part  of 
the  regiment.  The  rebel  pickets  were  soon  met  and  driven  back.  Their 
skirmishers  were  encountered  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the 
turnpike.  The  center  of  our  line  of  battle  was  on  the  dirt  road ;  the 
right  wing  extended  into  an  open  field  at  right  angles  to  this  road  and 
jiarallel  to  the  turnpike 5  the  left  wing  was  refused  and  lay  about 
forty-five  degrees  from  northeast  to  southwest.  The  four  companies  of 
tlie  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers  held  the 
right  center  of  the  line;  Company  I  soon  came  up,  and  was  ordered  in 
on  the  left;  the  remaining  five  companies  came  promptly  up  as  soon  as 
we  landed,  and  were  also  subsequently  sent  in  upon  the  left  of  the  line 
of  battle.  The  severe  fighting  was  nearly  over  when  these  latter  got 
into  position.  Soon  after  the  firing  became  general,  the  rebels  advanced 
the  left  of  their  line — which  lay  upon  the  turnpike,  sheltered  by  the  for¬ 
est  on  the  north  and  a  heavy  skirting  of  trees  and  hedge  on  the  south — 
into  the  field,  and  endeavored  to  charge  and  break  our  right.  The  naval 
infantry,  which  lay  immediately  to  the  right  of  our  regiment,  were 
forced  back  about  100  or  150  yards,  leaving  our  right  uncovered.  At 
this  moment  Colonel  Gurney,  commanding  our  regiment,  was  shot 
through  the  arm,  and  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  With  the  four  com¬ 
panies  of  my  command  which  were  with  me  I  immediately  charged 
the  rebel  line,  but  before  we  reached  them  they  broke  and  retired. 
Part  of  them  fell  ba(*,k  into  the  woods  north  of  the  turnpike,  and  part 
moved  west  on  the  turnpike,  under  cover  of  their  artillery,  to  their 
intrenchments  near  the  railroad.  Just  before  we  charged  we  fired  by 
rank,  and  under  this  discharge  the  flag  of  the  regiment  in  our  front — 
the  Fifth  Georgia  Eeserves — fell.  They  were  driven  back  so  rai)idly  as 
not  to  be  able  to  rescue  it.  We  passed  over  it,  and  it  was  picked  up 
by  some  person  connected  with  another  regiment  and  sent  to  General 
Potter,  who  commanded  our  forces  in  the  engagement.  It  w^as  after¬ 
ward  turned  over  to  our  regiment.  Having  seized  the  turnpike,  we  sub¬ 
sequently  moved  ui)  on  it  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  west,  when  we 
fell  ba(ik  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the  left  of  the  line. 

The  losses  in  the  four  comi)anies  immediately  under  my  command 
were  4  killed  and  19  wounded.  Ca^jt.  Frank  K.  Smith,  of  Company  D, 
our  senior  captain,  was  shot  in  the  left  arm,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
fight,  but  remained  upon  the  field  with  me  until  all  was  over.  Ofiicers 
and  men  alike  behaved  coolly  and  well.  First  Assistant  Surgeon  Hay 
ton  was  shot  through  the  right  hand  while  attending  to  our  Avounded. 
Our  entire  loss  was  5  killed  and  22  wounded;  total,  27.  I  submit  here- 
Avith  a  list  of  our  casualties  in  detail. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  Avithout  calling  the  attention  of  the  com¬ 
manding  general  to  Sergt.  Benjamin  K.  Conklin,  of  Com])any  E,  avIio, 
Avhen  General  Potter  asked  for  volunteers  to  endeavor  to  go  up  tlirough 
the  forest  to  the  railroad,  ofiered  to  go;  Privates  Joseph  1.  Kami)e,  of 
Company  E,  and  Oscar  L.  dagger,  of  Company  K,  also  volunteered.  I 
respectfully  recommend  Sergeant  Conklin  for  a  lieiitenantcy  in  the 
colored  troops, 

And  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 
IAeutenant-(U>lonel^  ('ommandiiKj  Rcf/imcni. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Manning, 

A.  ^l.  A.  fr.,  l*oiterh  JirifjadCj  CoaM  Division,  Dept,  of  the  iSouth. 
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Hdqrs.  127th  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

In  the  Fields  near  Coosa ivhatchie  and  Beaufort  Turnpike^ 

Gregorys  ¥eek,  8.  (7.,  December  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  prevsent  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  Eegiment  New  York 
Volunteers  in  the  operations  and  fight  on  Friday,  December  9,  near 
the  Tullifinny  Station,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad : 

We  left  our  place  of  bivouac  at  the  left  of  the  intrenchments  at  day¬ 
break  and  moved  to  the  right  of  the  advanced  battery  in  the  open  field. 
At  9.10  a.  m.  the  brigade  of  skirmishers,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Silliman,  Twenty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  advanced  across  the 
country  road,  or  turnpike,  moving  due  north  to  a  point  near  the  railroad. 
This  regiment  had  the  left  and  left  center  of  the  line.  We  encountered 
no  fire  until  within  about  350  yards  of  the  rebel  works,  when  we  met 
their  picket-line.  After  a  sharp  skirmish  these  were  driven  back  until 
our  line  rested  within  about  200  yards  of  the  rebel  battery  and  the  rail¬ 
road.  Colonel  Silliman  was  severely  wounded  almost  as  soon  as  fire 
opened,  and  forced  to  leave  the  field.  The  command  of  the  brigade 
then  devolved  upon  me.  This  regiment  lay  upon  the  advance  line  from 
near  10  a.  m.  until  2.30  p.  m.,  when  we  were  ordered  to  retire  and  cover 
the  withdrawal  of  the  reserves.  The  latter  were  attacked  upon  their 
left  when  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  intrenchments,  and  a 
sharp  fight  ensued,  lasting  from  about  2.45  until  dark.  During  this 
action  our  skirmish  line  formed  into  a  line  of  battle  in  one  rank  and 
covered  the  right  of  the  general  line.  The  rebels  felt  of  us  but  once, 
when  they  advanced  a  small  skirmish  line  against  our  center.  We 
waited  until  they  came  fairly  in  view,  when  a  few  well-directed  shots 
caused  them  to  retire.  After  the  troops  withdrew  from  the  field,  we 
came  in,  covering  their  march.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers  formed  the  rear  skirmish  line  on  this  last  move¬ 
ment. 

The  loss  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  Eegiment  was  8 
killed  and  51  wounded;  total,  59. 

I  submit  herewith  a  detailed  list  of  our  casualties.  The  left  of  my 
regiment  sufiered  most  severely,  as  it  was  in  and  near  a  pine  thicket, 
which  furnished  a  complete  cover  to  the  rebel  pickets  and  sharp¬ 
shooters. 

Capt.  H.  J.  Long,  who  was  in  command  of  the  left  company  but  one, 
distinguished  himself  by  his  coolness  and  bravery.  Although  shot 
through  his  arm  early  in  the  fight  he  remained  with  us  during  the  day, 
and  suffered  no  one  to  know  of  his  wound  until  we  had  returned  to 
our  place  of  bivouac  at  night. 

This  regiment  has  now,  since  the  3()th  ultimo,  been  in  three  engage¬ 
ments,  and  I  feel  it  is  due  to  the  lieutenants  avIio  have  acted  as  staff 
officers  during  that  time  to  put  upon  record  my  acknowledgments  of 
their  valuable  services.  Lieut.  William  L.  Conan t,  acting  adjutant, 
and  Lieut.  William  H.  Dodge,  regimental  quartermaster,  have  been  at 
the  front  under  fire  upon  each  occasion.  They  have  carried  orders  with 
coolness  and  ])recision,  and  have  evidenced  sound  judgment  and  high 
personal  courage  in  an  equal  degree. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STFWAET  L.  WOODFOED, 

Lie  u  tena  n  t-  Co  to  net,  Co  m  m  an  d  ing  Regi  m  ent. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Manning, 

A.  A.  A  G.y  Potters  Brigade,  Coast  Division,  Dept,  of  the  8outh. 
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Hdqrs.  127th  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

Bereaux^s  Nevl',  iS.  C.,  December  15,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  a  verbal  order  given  me  last  evening 
by  General  Hatch,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  ‘‘skirmish  brigade”  on  Friday,  the  9th  instant: 

The  command  consisted  of  the  marine  battalion,  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  was  under  Colonel  Silliman, 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  JJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  who  was  temi)orarily  de¬ 
tached  from  his  regiment  for  this  purpose.  We  formed  in  front  of  the 
rifle-])its  in  the  open  field,  at  9.10  a.  m.,  in  one  rank — the  marines  having 
the  right,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  the 
(‘enter,  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers 
the  left.  Tlie  men  were  deployed  at  a  distance  of  two  ])aces  from  each 
other,  and  one  company  of  the  One  liundred  and  twenty-seventh  was 
formed  as  flankers  on  the  left.  The  line  covered  a  front  of  near  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  reacFing  from  a  point  100  yards  to  the  left  of  the 
dirt  road  that  runs  into  the  Coosawhatchie  turni)ike.  We  advanced 
under  cov^er  of  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  moving  almost  due  north.  The 
line  was  maintained  with  great  regularity,  and  struck  the  rebel  pickets 
about  350  yards  from  the  railroad.  These,  after  a  few  shots,  fell  rapidly 
back  upon  their  reserves.  These  reserves,  opposite  our  center  and  l  ight, 
retired  upon  their  main  line,  which  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire, 
both  with  musketry,  grape,  and  canister.  The  rebel  pickets  upon  our 
left  apiieared  to  rally  upon  their  reserves,  which  were  near  their  line, 
and  these  being  sheltered  by  a  heavy  growth  of  young  iiines,  main¬ 
tained  for  some  time  a  sharp  and  well-directed  fire,  which  enfiladed  our 
left.  Colonel  Silliman  was  shot  in  the  leg  soon  after  fire  opened ;  his 
wound  was  very  serious  and  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  field.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Hill,  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts,  who  was  serving  upon  his 
stall',  was  killed.  The  command  of  the  skirmish  line  thus  devolved  upon 
the  undersigned  as  senior  officer  present.  The  skirmish  line  pushed 
steadily  forward,  pressing  the  place  occupied  by  the  rebel  pickets,  and 
took  up  position  within  about  200  yards  of  the  railroad.  The  marines 
upon  the  right,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Stoddard, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  approached  quite  close  to  the  rebel  battery 
and  made  a  gallant  attempt  to  flank  and  charge  it.  They  were  ex¬ 
posed  to  a  very  severe  fire;  became  entangled  in  a  dense  thicket 
between  the  forks  of  a  creek  upon  the  right,  and  were  compelled  to 
fall  back.  They  retired  upon  the  reserves,  where  they  reformed  and 
again  moved  to  the  front.  Lefore  they  could  be  again  deployed  upon 
the  skirmish  line,  they  were  detached  from  my  c,onimand,  by  order  of 
General  Potter,  and  placed  upon  the  left  among  the  reserves.  Their 
loss  was  1  killed,  7  wounded,  and  3  missing.  Lieut.  Commander  A.  F. 
Crosman,  who  accompanied  Lieutenant  Stoddard  as  adjutant  of  the 
Naval  Brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Stoddard  alike  behaved  with  great 
courage.  The  detacdinumt  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventli  N(‘w 
York  V(dunteers,  under  command  of  Captain  Van  Slyke,  formed  onr 
extreme  right  after  the  marines  Inid  retired.  They  moved  steadily  in 
position  until  ordered  back  later  in  the  day.  Th(‘y  were  e.ool,  brave, 
and  under  remarkably  good  discipline.  Captain  Van  Slyke  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Baldwin,  the  regimental  adjutant,  d(3serve  honorable  mention 
for  good  conduct.  This  regiment  lost  11  woundcM.  The  One  hundred 
and  twenty-sevunth  New  York  Volunte(3rs  lay  in  its  })osition  to  the  left 
of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sevcnith  at  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  railroad.  The  left  of  this  r(‘giinent,  consisting  of  Com2)ani(is  G,  K, 
and  B,  were  exposed  to  the  hot  enlihnling  lire  before  mention(‘d,  ami 
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suffered  severely,  especially  OompauiesXT  and  K.  Captain  Henry,  of 
Coinxjany  Cf ,  tlie  senior  captain  present  with  us,  was  shot  in  tffe  foot  and 
so  severely  wounded  as  to  be  forced  to  leave  the  field.  Oapt.  H.  J.  Long 
was  shot  through  the  arm,  but  remained  with  his  company.  These  two 
companies  were  at  length  jmshed  into  the  pines  on  their  left  under  a 
most  galling  fire,  and  after  about  an  hour  the  enemy’s  fire  upon  this 
flank  Avas  almost  silenced.  These  two  companies  alone  lost  5  killed 
and  28  wounded.  Too  much  credit  can  hardly  be  awarded  to  the  men 
for  their  steadiness,  and  Captfiin  Long,  of  Company  K,  and  Lieutenant 
Abercrombie,  of  Company  G,  who  commanded  his  company  after  Cap¬ 
tain  Henry  Avas  wounded,  for  their  courage  and  good  judgment  in 
handling  their  men.  Captain  Long  concealed  the  fact  of  his  having 
been  wounded  from  me  until  we  had  returned  to  our  place  of  biAnuac 
at  night.  The  right  Aving  of  this  regiment  Avas  under  the.  charge  of 
Captain  Weston,  of  Company  F,  and  the  regiment  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Little,  of  Company  A,  after  the  charge  of  the  brigade  devolved 
upon  me.  Both  these  officers  deserve  especial  mention  for  their  good 
conduct.  Lieutenant  Sammis,  commanding  Company  E,  was  wounded 
severely  in  the  face  Avhile  on  the  line. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  was  8  killed 
and  51  wounded;  total,  59. 

The  skirmish  brigade  remained  in  its  advanced  position  until  the 
reserves  fell  back,  when,  at  about  2.30  p.  m.,  Ave  were  ordered  to  retire, 
and  buried  our  dead  before  Ave  began  falling  back.  When  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  intrenchments  the  rebels  attacked  the 
reserves  upon  our  left  flank,  and  a  fight  ensued,  lasting  until  dark. 
During  this  fight  our  skirmish  line  AAns  formed  into  line  of  battle  in 
one  rank,  and  formed  the  right  of  the  general  line.  The  rebels  felt  of 
us  but  ouce,  when  the-y  advanced  a  small  skirmishing  party  against  our 
center.  We  waited  until  they  came  fairly  in  Anew,  when  a  few  well- 
directed  shots  caused  them  to  retire.  After  the  troops  withdrew  from  the 
field,  we  came  in,  covering  their  march.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
*  seventh  NeAv  York  Yolunteers  formed  the  rear  guard  on  this  moyement. 

In  closing  this  rejamt  I  Avish  to  recognize  the  valuable  services  of 
Lieutenant  Man,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops,  acting 
aide-de-camp  to  Colonel  Silliman,  who  brought  me  the  tidings  of  the 
colonel’s  wound  and  remained  with  me  until  we  had  returned  to  the 
intrenchments;  also,  the  services  of  Ijieut.  W.  L.  Conant,  of  Company 
F,  One  hundred  and  tAventy-seventh  NeAv  York  Yolunteers,  and  Lieut. 
VV.  H.  Dodge,  our  regimental  quartermaster.  These  three  officers  acted 
as  my  aides-de-camp  after  1  assumed  command  of  the  brigade.  They 
carried  orders  with  coolness  and  precision,  and  evidenced  sound  judg¬ 
ment  and  high  personal  courage  in  an  equal  degree. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWABT  L.  WOODFOKD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  127th  New  York  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Perry, 

Aetg.  Asst.Adjt.  Gen.,  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Map  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  eommanding  District 
of  South  Carolina,  including  operations  Deeeniher  5-31. 

•  Charleston,  January  11,  1855. 

(Colonel  :  The  report  of  o])erations  of  the  troops  under  my  command 
in  the  late*,  cam])aign  ending  in  tlie  evacuation  of  Savannah,  called  for 
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by  the  lieu  ten  aut- general  commanding  on  the  2d  instant,  has  been 
delayed  because  of  my  absence  from  my  headquarters  on  other  duty  and 
the  failure  of  some  of  the  subordinate  commanders  to  forward  to  me 
their  reports.  They  have  not  all  yet  been  received,  but  as  1  have  been 
ordered  to  another  and  distant  command,  I  respectfully  submit,  without 
longer  delay,  the  following  report: 

The  dispatch  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  then  in  Savan¬ 
nah,  directing  me  to  establish  my  headquarters  at  or  near  Pocotaligo, 
was  received  in  this  city  about  sunset  on  the  4th  ultimo.  I  started  by 
the  first  train,  but  owing  to  detentions  on  the  road  did  not  reach  Toco- 
taligo  until  nearly  sunset  on  the  5th.  I  was  not  informed  as  to  the 
number,  description,  or  location  of  the  troops  in  that  vicinity,  and 
immediately  endeavored  to  obtain  information  on  those  points.  I  ascer¬ 
tained  that  the  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fifth  and  Forty-sev¬ 
enth  Georgia  Kegiments,  a  battalion  of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia 
Regiment,  the  artillery,  a  part  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 
and  Kirk’s  squadron,  were  composed  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 
reserves  and  South  Carolina  militia,  and  occupied  positions  extending 
from  Pocotaligo  to  Savannah  River,  and  up  that  river  beyond  Sister’s 
Ferry.  Those  at  and  near  Graham ville  were  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  Chesnut;  those  at  and  near  Coosawhatchie,  by  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Gartrell.  They  had  arrived  but  a  few  days  previously,  and  until 
my  arrival  were  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding,  or  other  officer  under  him.  The  reserves  were  very 
imperfectly  organized,  and  the  militia  without  organization,  and  many 
ot  the  men  were  without  arms.  Having  obtained  as  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  as  I  could  of  their  numbers  and  position,  and  the  position  and 
movements  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  Brigadier-General  Chesnut  to  send 
the  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Regiment  and  a  section  of  artillery  by  rail¬ 
road,  to  be  thrown  thence  to  any  point  that  might  be  threatened,  the 
train  to  remain  at  Coosawhatchie  and  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  the 
troops  at  any  moment.  This  order,  I  regret  to  say,  was  not  promptly 
obeyed.  Dispatches  received  during  the  night  indicated  that  the 
enemy  was  threatening  Coosawhatchie  by  way  of  Bee’s  Creek  and  the 
Coosawhatchie  River. 

At  10  o’clock  the  morning  of  the  6th  General  Gartrell  telegraphed  me, 
that  the  enemy  was  landing  from  twelve  barges  at  Gregory’s  Point,  on 
Tullifinny  River;  that  he  had  moved  forward  a  part  of  his  force  to  meet 
them.  The  battalion  of  South  Carolina  cadets,  having  arrived  at  Poco¬ 
taligo,  were  ordered  to  guard  the  Tullifinny  trestle  and  aid  in  checking 
any  advance  on  Coosawhatchie.  A  section  of  artillery,  supported  by 
the  battalion  of  the.Thirty-second  Georgia  Regiment,  was  ordered  to  a 
point  on  the  left  of  the  Tullifinny,  from  which  it  was  thought  it  could 
drive  off  or  annoy  the  enemy’s  transports  and  barges,  and  I  started 
myself  to  ride  to  Coosawhatchie;  but  before  reaching  Tullifinny  bridge, 
the  enemy,  having  landed  in  much  larger  force  than  was  at  first  sup¬ 
posed,  had  pressed  forwara  up  Gregory’s  Neck  to  the  Coosawhatchie  or 
State  road,  and  having  driven  back  a  battalion  of  the  Fifth  Georgia 
Regiment  (about  150  men),  interposed  between  me  and  Coosawhatchie. 

Brigadier-General  Gartrell  has  not  submitted  a  rei)ort,  but  1  ascer¬ 
tained  from  a  conversation  with  him  and  his  subordinate  commanders 
that  on  first  receiving  information  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  he  sent 
forward  only  a  small  battalion  (150  men)  of  the  Fifth  Geoi  gia,  which 
encountered  the  enemy  on  the  Gregory’s  lh)int  road,  about  a.  mile  from 
its  iuiiction  with  the  State  road,  and  drove  back  the  advance  guard. 
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But  the  euelny,  discovering  that  the  handful  of  men  in  their  front  was 
not  the  twentieth  part  of  their  own  number,  pressed  forward  and  nearly 
enveloped  the  Fifth  Georgia,  forcing  it  back.  The  Georgia  reserves 
and  a  section  of  artillery  were  then  sent  by  Gartrell  to  the  support  of 
the  Fifth  Georgia,  but  it  was  too  late.  The  entire  line  soon  gave  way, 
fell  back  in  confusion,  crossed  the  Coosawhatchie  Fiver,  and  partially 
destroyed  the  bridge  immediately  under  the  guns  and  within  easy  and 
effective  musket-range  of  our  works  at  Coosawhatchie. 

Maj.  John  Jenkins,  whom  I  had  sent  forward  to  ascertain  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy,  was  conducting  the  battalion  of  cadets  under  Major 
White  into  action — and  that  gallant  body  of  youths  was  moving  at 
double-quick,  manifesting  an  eagerness  to  encounter  the  enemy,  which 
they  subsequently  so  handsomely  sustained  in  action,  and  would  in  ten 
minutes  have  opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  right — when  our  line  gave  way, 
as  above  stated,  and  the  cadets  were  withdrawn  to  the  railroad.  The 
enemy  having  secured  a  footing  at  the  junction  of  the  Gregory’s  Point 
and  State  roads,  immediately  commenced  intrenching,  and  I  had  no 
troops  at  hand  with  which  to  attack  them  that  evening. 

During  the  night  of  the  fith  I  concentrated  on  the  railroad  near  the 
Tullifinny  trestle  all  the  available  troops  I  could  collect — being  Forty- 
seventh  Georgia  and  a  battalion  of  the  Thirty- second  Georgia  Eegi- 
ment,  a  company  of  the  First  South  Carolina  Artillery,  the  battalion 
of  cadets,  and  one  of  N^orth  Carolina  reserves  that  had  just  arrived, 
and  Bachman’s  battery  of  artillery — and  ordered  Colonel  Edwards,  the 
senior  colonel,  to  attack  the  enemy  with  that  force  at  daydawn  the  next 
morning.  General  Gartrell  was  ordered  to  make  a  spirited  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  attack  from  Coosawhatchie  as  soon  as  he  should  hear  Colonel 
Edwards’  guns,  and  if  Edwards’  attack  proved  successful,  to  press  for¬ 
ward  the  attack  from  Coosawhatchie  with  all  vigor.  Colonel  Edwards 
attacked  as  directed,  with  the  result  shown  by  his  report,  herewith  for¬ 
warded.*  The  demonstration  from  Coosawhatchie  was  not  made  with 
any  spirit,  and  their  effort  to  dislodge  the  enemy  failed.  Not  having  a 
sufficient  number  of  reliable  troops  to  renew  the  attack,  I  endeavored,  by 
defensive  works,  to  hold  the  railroad,  and  the  enemy  was  thus  unavoida¬ 
bly  allowed  time,  of  which  they  avaifed  themselves,  to  strengthen  their 
position  oil  Gregory’s  Neck. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  ordered  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Eobertson  from  his 
subdivision  to  the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  from  Bee’s  Creek 
to  Pocotaligo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  enemy,  endeavoring  to  get  possession 
of  the  railroad,  vigorously  assailed  our  left  near  Tullifinny  trestle,  and 
were  repulsed.  Later  in  the  day  they  concentrateij^, and  attacked  our 
line  near  Coosawhatchie,  and  were  again  repulsed.  Failing  in  this  at¬ 
tack,  they  never  renewed  it,  but  strengtliened  their  position  within  less 
than  a  mile  of  the  railroad,  and  established  several  batteries,  with  which 
they  endeavored,  but  unsuccessfully,  to  prevent  us  from  using  it. 

On  the  11th,  under  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general  command¬ 
ing,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  was  assigned  to  the  immediate  com¬ 
mand  of  the  troops  from  Bee’s  Creek  to  Pocotaligo. 

I  have  stated  thus  minutely  the  oi)erations  of  very  small  bodies  of 
troops  during  the  6th,  7th,  and  9th,  because  the  result  of  those  oper¬ 
ations  decided  my  subsequent  action.  If  the  Forty-seventh  Georgia 
Eegiment  and  the  section  of  artillery  which  I  ordered  up  from  Graham- 
ville  within  an  hour  after  my  arrival  at  Pocotaligo  had  been  sent  to 
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Coosawhatchie  as  I  directed,  or  if,  instead  of  sending  forward  only  a 
battalion,  General  Gartrell  bad  ein[)loyed  all  of  bis  available  force  to 
engage  tbe  enemy  on  tbe  Gregory\s  Neck  road,  leaving  a  small  support 
for  tbe  guns  in  tbe  fort  at  Coosawbatcbie,  1  tbink  tbe  enemy  would  not 
have  succeeded  in  establisbing  tbemselves  on  Gregory’s  Neck.  Tbe 
liosition  they  succeeded  in  securing  was  strong,  being  on  a  peninsula, 
not  more  tban  a  mile  and  a  balf  in  width,  between  tbe  Coosawbatcbie 
and  Tullifinny,witb  both  flanks  protected  by  those  rivers  and  swamps, 
some  of  them  thickly  wooded.  They  also  occupied  Mackay’s  Point, 
making  it  necessary  that  I  should  employ  a  part  of  my  small  force  to 
Avatcb  tbe  enemy  on  Graham’s  Neck  to  guard  against  a  movement  on 
tbe  railroad  from  that  (piarter.  I  was  convinced  that  I  could  not,  with 
tbe  force  at  my  command,  dislodge  tbe  enemy  from  bis  position  by  a 
direct  attack  in  front,  and  therefore  directed  my  atten  tion  to  their  rear. 
Tbe  only  plan  offering  any  prospect  of  success  was  an  attack  in  tbe  rear 
from  tbe  Tullifinny  side.  To  do  this  it  was  necessary  to  bridge  that 
stream  and  concentrate  a  column  of  reliable  troops  to  attack  tbe  enemy 
in  bis  intrencbmeuts.  Tbe  means  of  bridging  tbe  stream  were  pro¬ 
cured,  and  I  selected  tbe  most  suitable  point  of  passage;  but  at  no  time 
was  I  able  to  concentrate  for  the  attack  more  tban  a  thousand  troops 
reliable  for  such  service,  for,  by  tbe  concurrent  testimony  [ofj  tbe  sub¬ 
ordinate  commanders,  tbe  reserves  and  militia  could  not  be  relied  on  to 
attack  tbe  enemy  in  their  intrencbments.  Tbe  number  of  tbe  enemy 
on  Gregory’s  Neck  I  estimate  at  between  4,000  and  5.000. 

Under  instructions  from  tbe  lieutenant-general  commanding,  directing 
me  if  I  could  not  dislodge  tbe  enemy  from  bis  x)osition  to  strengthen 
my  own,  so  as  to  bold  tbe  railroad  and  send  him  all  tbe  troops  1  could 
spare,  I  sent  him  the  part  of  General  Young’s  brigade  that  bad  arrived, 
and  a  few  other  troops  to  operate  in  tbe  immediate  vicinity  of  Savannab, 
and  directed  my  attention  to  bolding  tbe  road  to  Savannah  Eiver,  watch¬ 
ing  and  obvStructing  the  crossings  on  that  stream,  and  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  dislodging  tbe  enemy  on  Gregory’s  Neck  whenever  1  could 
collect  tbe  necessary  force.  While  these  operations  were  in  progress 
near  Coosawbatcbie,  Brigadier-General  Obesnut  guarded  tbe  road  from 
Bee’s  Creek  to  Hardeeville,  and  Colonel  Colcock  guarded  tbe  line  of 
the  Savannab  Biver  to  Hudson’s  Perry  until  tbe  arrival  in  that  vicinity 
of  Major-General  Wheeler  and  Brigadier-General  Young.  1  regarded 
it  as  my  especial  duty  to  hold  tbe  Charleston  and  Savannab  Kailroad 
and  keep  oi)en  communication  to  Savannah  River.  This  was  done;  for 
though  tbe  enemy  succeeded  in  establisbing  batteries  within  easy  range 
of  tbe  railroad,  and  used  their  artillery  very  freely,  we  held  that  road, 
tbe  passage  of  trains  was  never  interrupted,  and  only  one  locomotive 
and  one  box-car  damaged  and  two  rails  broken,  until  after  Savannab 
bad  been  evacuated  and  tbe  troops  and  material  brought  from  that  city 
secured.  Trains  were  passing  over  tbe  road  up  to  tbe  liitli  of  December, 
when,  under  instructions  from  tbe  lieutenant-general  commanding,  I 
turned  over  tbe  immediate  command  of  tbe  troops  in  that  vicinity  to 
Major-General  McLaws. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on  from  Bocotaligo  to  tbe  Savannab 
River,  the  other  troops  under  my  command  held  securely  Charleston 
and  its  harbor  and  all  of  tbe  coast  of  South  Carolina  in  our  ])ossession. 

Tbe  artillery  and  other  veteran  troops  beha  ved  tbrougbout  with  their 
accustomed  steadiness  and  gallantry,  and  tbe  South  Carolina  cadets. 
Major  White  commanding,  who  for  tbe  first  tiling  felt  tbe  fire  of  tbe 
enemy,  so  bore  tbemselves  as  to  win  tbe  admirationof  the  veterans  who 
observed  and  served  with  them. 
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For  the  casualties — which,  consicleriiig  the  heavy  fire  to  which  the 
troops  were  exposed  for  many  days,  were  very  few — and  for  other  details, 
I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General. 

Col.  T.  B.  Koy, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Dept.  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla.,  Charleston,  8.  C. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Beverly  H.  Rohertson,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters, 

,  Adams’’  Run,  8.  C.,  January  5,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
from  Major-General  Jones,  I  assumed  command  of  all  the  troops  between 
Bee’s  Creek  and  Tullifinny  trestle  on  the  8th  of  December,  ultimo; 

About  0  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  enemy  opened  on -the 
left  of  my  line  a  very  rapid  and  continuous  fire  from  some  eight  guns.^ 
His  line  of  skirmishers  advanced  about  10  o’clock,  and  immediately 
after  the  entire  left  became  hotly  engaged,  our  men  fighting  behind  tem¬ 
porary  breast-works.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  carry  our  lines, 
but  all  were  handsomely  repulsed.  The  troops  fought  with  great  spirit. 
Foiled  in  liis  undertaking,  the  enemy  moved  to  his  left  in  the  direction 
of  Coosawhatchie.  The  engagement  was  renewed  most  vigorously  on 
our  right  at  3  p.  m.,  and  after  an  obstinate  resistance  by  the  enemy, 
lasting  some  two  hours,  he  was  driven  800  yards  from  his  original  line. 
Tbe  Thirty-second  and  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Begiments,  the  Seventh 
North  Carolina  Battalion,  and  the  battalion  of  South  Carolina  cadets, 
all  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Edwards,  occupied  the 
left;  the  Fifth  Georgia  Kegiment,  the  First  and  Third  Georgia  Keserves, 
under  Colonel  Daniel,  the  right.  It  was  reported  that  General  Gartrell 
was  slightly  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell  before  he  reached  the 
field. 

The  German  Artillery,  Captain  Bachman,  rendered  very  efficient  serv¬ 
ice  on  the  left,  as  was  proved  by  the  number  of  dead  found  in  their 
front.  Major  Jenkin s,  commanding  the  cadets,  was  particularly  conspic¬ 
uous  during  the  morning  fight.  Colonel  Edwards  deserves  especial 
credit  for  the  admirable  disposition  of  his  troops. 

The  enemy’s  loss,  though  not  accurately  ascertained,  must  have  been 
heavy,  as  quite  a  nund)er  of  his  dead  were  left  on  the  field.  Our  cas¬ 
ualties  during  the  day  were  52  killed  and  wounded.  A  tabulated  list 
is  herewith  inclosed. 

Both  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  well.  Captains 
Haxall  and  Worthingt*on  and  Lieutenants  Johnston  and  Stonej^  ren¬ 
dered  most  valuable  assistance  in  the  execution  of  orders  while  the  fight 
was  progressing. 

I  am,  innjor,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  liOBEliTSON, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  CiiAiJLES  S.  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Charleston,  8.  C. 
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Casualties. 


'  CorumaiKl. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

Aggregate.  | 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

a 

Officers. 

Men. 

32d  Georgia  Volunteers . . . 

3 

3 

3 

47th  Georgia  Volunteers  . 

2 

6 

8 

8 

5th  Georgia  Volunteers . 

2 

2 

1st  Georgia  Reserves . 

1 

1 

r 

1 

6 

7 

3(1  Georgia  Reserves  . 

3 

1 

2*7 

1 

30 

31 

7th  North  Carolina  Reserves . 

1 

1 

1 

Total . 

8 

2 

42 

2 

1  50 

52 

1 

PHILIP  HAXALL, 
Captain  and  Assistaiit  Adjutant-General. 

OooSAWHATCHiE,  December  .9,  1864. 


A  DDE  NDA  . 

POCOTALIGO^  December  9,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Brig.  Geii.  B.  H.  Eobertson, 

Coosawhatchie  : 

Congratulate  you  and  your  men  on  your  good  day’s  work.  Keep  on 
tbe  alert;  the  attack  may  be  renewed  to-uightor  early  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing.  I  have  ordered  oOO  of  Chesnut’s  men  and  Young’s  dismounted 
men  to  you.  They  ought  to  be  there  now.  Some  other  troops  are  on 
their  way  from  Charleston,  and  shall  go  to  you. 

SAM.  JOKES, 

Major-General. 


Ko.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  Aaron  (I  Ddu'ards.,  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Difantry. 

Headquarters, 

Ttdlifinny  iror/ov,  tl.  C.,  December  19,  1864. 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Major-General  Jones,  dated 
Pocotaligo,  December  6,  18G4,  directing  me  to  attack  the  enemy  early 
on  the  7th  in  his  position  near  this  point,  I  made  the  following  dispo¬ 
sition  of  the  force  under  my  command — consisting  of  about  200  men  of 
the  Eorty-seventh  Eegiment  Georgia  AhJunteers,  commanded  by  Capt. 
J.  C.  Thomx)son,  two  companies  of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia,  witli  the 
Augusta  battalion  (local  troops),  one  company  of  th(‘  First  South  Car¬ 
olina  Infantry  [Eegulars],  (Captain  King),  and  130  South  Carolina, 
militia,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bacon,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Georgia,  and  tlie  battalion  of  South  Carolina  cadets,  com¬ 
manded  by  Maj.  J.  B.  White,  jnaking  in  all  700  or  800  men. 
Early  in  tlie  morning  four  conii)anies  Avere  thiowii  Ibrward  as  skir- 
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misliers,  under  command  of  Major  White.  The  line — composed  of  the 
Forty- seventh  Georgia,  on  the  right,  and  the  troops  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bacon,  on  the  left — moved  just  in  rear  of  the  skir- 
misliers.  In  a  thick  Avood  near  a  bend  in  the  old  Pocotaligo  road  the 
right  of  my  skirmish  line  struck  the  enemy.  The  front  Avas  then  changed 
gradually  to  the  right  until  the  line  crossed  the  said  road  at  nearly 
right  angles,  Avhen  itconfrontedtheenemy,  and  became  engaged  through¬ 
out  its  entire  length.  At  this  stage  of  the  action  the  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Nesbett  arrived,  and  Avas  posted  on  the  left  of  my  line 
of  battle.  Our  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy  vigorously  until  the  right 
of  the  line  became  engaged  Avith  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle,  our  left  at 
the  same  time  overlapping  his  right.  This  position  Avas  maintained 
until  after  Colonel  Daniel’s  demonstration  on  my  right,  ANdien  the 
enemy  made  iicav  dispositions  on  and  extending  beyond  my  left.  It 
becoming  apparent  that  the  enemy’s  force  considerably  outnumbered 
mine,  Avhich  consisted  largely  of  raAv  troops,  it  Avas  deemed  impractica¬ 
ble  to  attack  him  in  force,  Avithout  Avhich  it  Avas  impossible  to  drive  him 
from  his  iiosition.  I  therefore  AvithdrcAV  in  good  order,  unpursued  by 
the  enemy,  to  my  present  position.  The  troops  engaged,  Avhich  AA^ere 
my  skirmishers  only,  behaved  Avith  great  gallantry. 

By  permission  of  the  major-general  commanding,  Ave  began  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  to  fortify  our  position.  The  A\mrk  Avas  continued 
uninterru])tedly  until  the  morning  of  the  9th,  AAdien  the  enemy  drove 
in  our  jiickets  and  advanced  in  force  to  Avithin  250  yards  of  our  position. 
We  opened  upon  him  Avith  artillery  and  musketry,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  drove  him  back,  Avith  considerable  loss.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
samedaj^,  in  the  attempt  to  re-establish  our  lAicket  line,  the  enemy  Avas 
found  in  the  A\mod  on  our  right  Avithin  100  yards  of  the  railroad.  After 
severe  fighting  for  about  tAvo  hours,  he  Avas  driven  off*  and  our  line  re-es¬ 
tablished. 

On  the  next  morning  it  Av^as  ascertained  that  he  had  fallen  back  to 
his  original  ])osition,  and  our  picket-line  Avas  advanced  400  or  500  yards 
beyond  its  former  position. 

The  casualties  amounted  in  all  to  4  killed,  1  commissioned  officer  and 
31  men  Avounded,  many  of  them  very  slightly.  Judging  from  the 
unburied  dead,  the  graves,  and  other  evidences  found  ui)on  the  field, 
the  enemy  must  have  suffered  a  loss  of  not  less  than  250  in  the  fighting 
of  the  9th,  and  not  less  than  50  in  that  of  the  7th,  making  in  all  a  loss 
of  not  less  than  300. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

A.  C.  EDWABDS, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 

Maj.  Charles  S.  Stringfelloav, 

A.s‘,s7.9/nnf  Adjiifant-Ceneral,  Chiodcston^  *V.  C. 

r.  S. — I  omitted  to  mention,  in  enumerating  the  force  under  my  com¬ 
mand  on  the  7th  instant,  the  three  pieces  of  Captain  Bachman’s  bat¬ 
tery,  Avhich,  owing  to  the  (Jiaracter  of  the  counfry,  it  Avas  found  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  use  in  the  action. 

Bespectfully, 

.  A.  C.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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DECEMBER  13-19, 1864. — Expedition  from  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to  Pollard,  Ala., 

and  skirmishes. 

E,E3?OK-TS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  West 
Florida. 

No.  2. — General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Keport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean.,  TJ.  N.  Army.,  commandmg  Dis¬ 
trict  of  ^^est  Florida. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Florida, 

Barrancas,  Fla.,  December  19,  1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the*  honor  to  report  that  an  expedition  sent  out 
from  here  under  Colonel  Eobinson,  Ninety-seventh  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  reached  Pollard  on  the  16th ;  destroyed  the  depot  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  a  large  amount  of  public  property,  consisting  of 
forage,  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  &c. ;  also,  the  railroad  for 
miles,  including  several  bridges,  one  very  important  one  over  the  Little 
Escambia  Eiver.  On  their  return  our  troops  encountered  a  force  of 
the  enemy  from  Mobile,  and  considerable  severe  fighting  took  place 
at  all  the  streams  from  the  Little  Escambia  to  Pine  Barren  Creek, 
when  the  enemy  was  finally  handsomely  repulsed,  and  did  not  show 
himself  again.  The  expedition  returned  here  to-day,  bringing  some  30 
prisoners. 

Our  loss  is  1  officer  and  16  men  killed  and  3  officers  and  61  men 
wounded.  Colonel  Robinson,  commanding  the  expedition,  severely, 
though  not  dangerously,  wounded. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  J.  McKEAN, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Miss.,  New  Orleans,  La. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Charleston,  December  22,  1864. 

(Received  23d.) 

On  the  16th  instant  enemy,  800  strong,  occupied  Pollard.  After 
burning  Government  and  railroad  buildings,  retreated  in  tlie  direction 
they  came.  Tliey  were  pursued  thirty  miles,  losing  a  portion  of  their 
transportation,  baggage,  and  sui)plies,  leaving  many  dead  negro  troops 
on  the  road.  Our  forces,  commanded  by  General  Liddell,  acted  with 
spirit  and  gallantry! 

G.  T.  BExVL REGARD, 

General. 

General  Cooper. 

(Same  to  Presidemt,  Secretary  of  War,  and  General  Bragg.) 
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DECEMBER  20,  1864. — Skirmish  near  the  Pocotaligo  Road,  S.  C. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Edward  N.  Hallowell,  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Second  Brigade,  Coast  Division. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  T.  Trowbridge,  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  N.  Hallowell,  F if tif -fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry^ 
commanding  Second  Brigade.^  Coast  Division. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Coast  Division, 

December  21,  1864. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  the  Thirty- third  IJ.  S.  Colored  In¬ 
fantry,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Trowbridge  commanding,  returned  last  night  at 
7  o’clock  from  their  reconnaissance.  Leaving  camp  at  3.30  p.  m.  they 
proceeded  northward  and  took  the  direction  of  the  Tullifinny  Creek. 
When  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  our  lines,  the  column  changed 
direction  to  the  right,  and  proceeded  in  an  easterly  course  till  they 
found  an  outpost  of  the  enemy.  Two  companies  were  detached  with  a 
view  to  capturing  the  post,  but  were  discovered  and  the  alarm  given. 
The  enemy,  300  strong,  formed  line  of  battle  and  made  a  stand  in  the 
skirts  of  the  w'oods,  near  the  Pocotaligo  road,  when  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Trowbridge  charged  them  and  drove  them  back  into  the  woods  on  the 
right.  We  here  captured  some  of  their  blankets,  overcoats,  haversacks, 
canteens,  &c.,  and  then  moved  down  the  Pocotaligo  road  to  camp. 

Our  casualties  in  this  action  are  7  wounded,  1  mortally;  no  prisoners 
were  captured,  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  known. 

Inclosed  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trowbridge’s  report,  including  a  nom¬ 
inal  list  of  casualties. 

First  Lieut.  C.  H.  Eobbius,  Twenty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  accom¬ 
panied  Lieutenant- Colonel  Trowbridge,  and  rendered  very  valuable 
services  as  guide. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  N.  HALLOWELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  L.  B.  Perra^, 

Acting  Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  T.  Trowbridge,  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored 

Troops. 

Headquarters  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

In  the  Field,  December  21,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with 
instructions  received  from  the  (*x>lonel  commanding  brigade,  I  proceeded 
at  3.30  p.  m.  yesterday,  the  2()th,  with  300  men  of  my  command,  along 
the  right  bank  of  the  Tullifinny  to  a  point  two  miles  beyond  our  picket- 
line;  then  turned  to  the  right  and  endeavored  to  strike  the  Pocotaligo 
road,  a  mile  beyond  the  ihantation  house  known  as  the  Thomas  Stewart 
place.  When  witliin  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  Pocotaligo  road  I 
encountered  a  strong  cavalry  picket-line  of  the  enemy,  apparently  so 
posted  that  his  left  rested  on  the  Pocotaligo  Eiver,  his  right  reaching 
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around  to  a  swamp  on  tlie  west  side  of  the  road  and  nearly  a  mile  from 
-it.  As  soon  as  I  encountered  the  picket  I  ordered  a  halt  and  sent  two 
companies,  under  the  command  of  Major  Whitney,  who  were  ordered 
to  get  between  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  the  swamp  and  capture  them  if 
possible,-  but  in  so  doing  they  were  discovered  and  fired  upon  by  the 
enemy.  They  returned  the  fire,  gave  the  alarm,  and  immediately  the 
enemy’s  picket-line  retired  to  their  reserves,  dismounted,  formed  line  of 
battle,  apparently  300  strong,  under  cover  of  the  woods  in  my  front, 
and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  my  men.  1  then  sent  forward  a  company  of 
skirmishers  to  engage  the  enemy  until  the  two  companies  under  Major 
Whitney  had  rejoined  the  main  column.  I  then  formed  line  of  battle 
and  charged  across  the  open  field  into  the  woods  and  routed  the  enemy, 
who  broke  and  lied  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad.  The  number  of 
the  enemy  killed  or  wounded  is  not  known,  but  one  killed  was  found 
on  the  field;  but  from  the  number  of  haversacks,  blankets,  and  forage 
(all  of  which  was  destroyed  on  the  field  or  brought  away),  their  loss 
must  have  been  considerable.  The  enemy  had  no  artillery,  but  their 
cavalry  horses  are  apparently  very  fine  and  the  men  armed  with  good 
carbines.  My  casualties  Avere  7  enlisted  men  wmunded,  4  seriously  and 
3  slightly. 

My  observations  yesterday  have  convinced  me  that  the  only  way  to 
reach  the  railroad  with  a  force  from  our  present  position  is  by  the  way 
of  the  Pocotaligo  road,  as  the  country  on  our  left  is  full  of  swamps, 
which  are  impassable  for  anything  except  light  troo^AS.  The  Pocotaligo 
road  between  our  intrenchmeiits  and  the  Stewart  plantation  I  found 
obstructed  in  three  places  by  felled  trees. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant  Kobbius,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  who  proved  himself  to  be  a  brave  and  efficient  officer. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  TROWLKIDGE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  George  F.  McKay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
TO  OPERATIONS  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND 
FLORIDA,  FROM  NOVEMBER  14  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1864. 

TJNiOJsr  eu:c. 

Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss., 

No.  124.  ]  In  the  Field.)  Atlanta^  Oa.^  Nov.  14^  1864. 

Tlie  armies  Avill  begin  the  movement  on  Milledgeville  and  Gordon  to¬ 
morrow,  the  15th  of  November,  as  follows: 

I.  The  Right  Wing  will  move,  via  McDonougii  and  Monticello,  to 
Gordon. 

II.  The  Left  Wing,  General  Slocum,  will  move,  via  Covington,  Social 
Circle,  and  Madison,  to  Milledgeville,  destroying  tlie  railroad  in  a.  most 
thorough  manner  from  Yellow  River  to  Madison. 

III.  The  cavalry,  General  Kilpatrick  (commanding,  will  move  in  (concert 
with  the  Right  Wing,  feigning  strong  in  the  direction  of  Forsyth  and 
Ma(*on,  but  will  cross  the  Ocmulgee  on  the  pontoon  bridge  of  General 
Howard. 
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IV.  Each  column  will  aim  to  reach  its  destination — viz,  Gordon  and 
Milledgeville — on  the  seventh  day’s  march,  and  each  army  commander 
will  on  arrival  communicate  with  the  other  wing  and  the  commanding 
general,  who  will  accompany  the  Left  Wing. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  167.  \  White  Hall,  Ga.,  Novemher  14,  1864. 

##**#** 

II.  Corps  commanders  will  direct  a  careful  inspection  to  be  made 
this  p.  111.,  to  ascertain  that  every  infantry  soldier  has  his  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition  and  that  the  batteries  have  their  ammunition- 
chests  well  filled.  Every  commissioned  officer  in  this  army  is 
reminded  that  our  supply  of  ammunition  is  limited  to  that  we  have  on 
hand,  and  that  therefore  the  greatest  possible  economy  must  be 
observed  in  its  use.  The  attention  of  corps  and  division  commanders  is 
called  to  the  manner  in  which  outpost  duty  is  iierformed.  Each  divis¬ 
ion  commander  will  select  a  permanent  picket  officer,  one  who  is  intel¬ 
ligent  and  indefatigable.  It  has  been  noticed  several  times  that  the 
pickets  have  come  in  in  a  disorderly  manner,  often  singly  and  without 
orders.  This  practice  must  be  corrected.  Attention  is  again  called  to 
straggling.  To  prevent  it  great  care  will  be  taken  in  the  detail  of  for¬ 
agers.  A  provost  guard  to  each  brigade  will  be  thoroughly  organized 
and  march  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  Commissioned  officers  will  be 
arrested  and  punished  for  allowing  straggling.  All  quartermasters 
will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  the  men  in  their  charge.  Corps 
commanders  will  regulate,  in  orders,  foraging  parties  for  their  trains  as 
well  as  for  the  infantry  and  artillery.  Special  attention  is  called  to  the 
Field  Orders,  Nos.  119  and  120,  of  Major-General  Sherman,  copies  of 
which  will  be  multiplied,  so  that  every  commissioned  officer  may  have 
one  in  his  possession.* 

III.  Capt.  Christian  Kiebsame,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Illinois 
Infantry  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and 
will  report  without  delay  to  his  regimental  commander. 

IV.  Capt.  W.  S.  Bunn,  Company  A,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sev¬ 
enth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  is  detached  from  his  command  and 
assigned  to  special  duty  as  acting  assistant  inspector- general  First  Bri¬ 
gade,  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  He  will  report  without 
delay  to  Col.  Theodore  Jones,  commanding. 

******* 

VI.  This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  forward  to-morrow 
morning.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  all  their  ])reparations  for 
the  contemplated  march  are  perfected  without  delay.  The  precise  time 
of  starting  and  the  route  to  be  taken  will  be  hereafter  indicated.  Cori)S 
commanders  will,  in  their  order  of  march,  give  the  hour  for  each  division 
to  march,  allowing  time  for  the  trains  to  get  into  position,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  orders  of  General  Sherman. 

******* 

VIII.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  is 
assigned  to  duty  as  chief  of  artillery  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  will 
report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  F.  lllair,  commanding. 

*  See  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  III,  pp.  701,  713. 
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IX.  Maj.  C.  Landgraeber,  First  [Second]  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 
will  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  chief  of  artillery  Seveu- 
teenth  Army  Corps. 

**«:**#* 

XI.  This  army  will  move  forward  toward  McDonough,  Ga.,  making 
twenty  miles,  if  practicable,  as  follows : 

1.  The  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  Colonel  Spencer  commanding,  will 
take  the  advance  at  5.30  a.  m.,  on  the  direct  Atlanta  and  McDonough 
road. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  his  command  at  6.30  a.  m.,  following  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry, 
on  the  Atlanta  and  McDonough  road. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  P.  J.  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  move  out  his  command  at  daylight,  taking  the  road  to  McDonough 
via  Rough  and  Ready. 

4.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  ordnance  train  of 
the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  The  engineer  regiment 
with  the  bridge  train  and  the  supply  trains  of  this  headquarters,  in 
charge  of  Colonel  Conklin,  chief  quartermaster,  will  move  in  advance 
of  the  rear  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  The  supply  train  of 
General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  in  the  rear  of  that  corps  for  rear  guard. 
The  cattle  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Todd,  acting  commissary  of  sub¬ 
sistence,  will  move  on  the  Atlanta  and  McDonough  road,  pushing 
forward  when  practicable  through  the  fields.  The  position  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  trains  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  Major-General 
Sherman,  as  contained  in  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  120. 

XII.  The  Fourth  Independent  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  escort  at  these 
headquarters,  having  been  recruited  to  the  maximum,  is  restored  to  its 
company  organization;  and  Capt.  John  L.  King,  commanding,  having 
been  duly  appointed  and  commissioned,  will  be  mustered  in,  to  date 
September  7,  1864,  at  which  time  he  had  the  complement  of  men  to 
entitle  him  to  be  mustered. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Fifteenth  Apmy  Corps,  . 

White  Hall,  Ga.,  November  14,  1864. 

As  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  probably  be  the  right  of  the  army  in  its 
advance,  division  commanders  will  have  a  chain  of  flankers  out  on  all 
sides,  covering  not  only  the  troops  but  principally  the  train.  It  is 
imperative  that  the  column  should  remain  well  closed  up  during  the 
march.  To  gain  this  end  the  leading  division  will  moderate  its  gait, 
and  not  move  over  two  miles  an  hour,  allowing  a  rest  of  five  or  ten 
minutes  every  hour.  The  regiments  in  themselves  must  i)reserve  their 
compactness.  After  having  started  about  one  hour  the  commander  of 
the  leading  division  will  halt  his  column  for  about  twenty  or  thirty 
minutes,  to  give  every  person  who  may  be  delayed  in  camp  time  to  join 
his  company  and  take  his  place. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FREDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutayit- General. 
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Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army"  Corps, 

No.  171.  )  White  Hall,  Ga.,  N^ovember  14,  1864. 

I.  The  habitual  order  of  march  whenever  the  corps  moves  in  one 
column  will  be  as  follows:  Advance  guard — first,  advance  guard,  com¬ 
posed  of  one  brigade  of  infantry  of  the  leading  division,  one  light  battery 
of  artillery  (without  caissons,  battery  wagons,  forge,  &c.),  to  be  sup¬ 
ported  by  one  regiment  of  the  advance  guard;  columu — second,  the 
remaining  troops  of  the  leading  division;  third,  division  of  infantry; 
fourth,  batteries  of  Artillery  Brigade,  to  be  supported  by  one  regiment 
of  infantry  detailed  from  the  division  second  in  column ;  fifth,  division  of 
infantry;  sixth,  one  or  two  brigades  of  the  rear  division;  rear — seventh, 
the  remaining  brigade  of  the  last  division,  with  one  section  of  light  artil¬ 
lery  (without  caissons,  &c.),  to  take  its  place  in  column  near  the  center 
of  brigade.  The  caissons  and  Other  carriages  of  the  artillery  Avith  the 
advance  and  rear  guard  will  march  with  the  Artillery  Brigade.  The 
ordnance  train  Avill  be  so  distributed  that  each  regiment  of  infantry 
will  be  folloAved  by  one  wagon  of  ammunition,  except  the  regiments  of 
the  advance  and  rear  guards,  whose  reserA^e  ammunition  will  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  by  respective  division  commanders.  The  reserve  artillery 
ordnance  will  fall  in  behind  the  brigade  of  artillery  preceding  the 
division  third  in  column.  One  ambulance  aauII  folloAv  each  regiment  and 
brigade.  The  remaining  ambulances  will  be  distributed  equally 
for  and  will  follow  their  respective  divisions.  The  supply  train  of 
each  division  Avill  be  apportioned  to  the  brigades,  and  Avill  follow  in 
rear  of  same.  The  advance  and  rear  guards  must,  hoAvever,  remain 
unencumbered  Avith  their  trains,  and  respective  division  commanders 
will  assign  them  to  suitable  positions  in  column.  The  regimental 
Avagons  Avill  follow  their  respective  regiments  in  rear  of  ambulance. 
Headcjuarters  train  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  Avill  folloAV  the  leading 
diAusion  and  in  front  of  its  headquarters  train.  Under  these  orders  the 
column  will  necessarily  be  very  long,  and  it  becomes  an  imperative 
necessity  that  all  commanding  officers  take  such  steps  as  will  secure 
the  most  rapid  progress.  The  favorite  practice  of  halting  to  repair 
damages  in  case  of  accident  by  Avagon-masters  and  teamsters  (thus 
delaying  the  column)  must  be  discontinued.  Any  Avagons  stopping 
for  the  purpose  indicated  must  be  draAvn  one  side,  necessarily  losing 
their  right  of  place,  and  will  therefore  fall  in  in  rear  of  the  column. 
All  officers  and  employes  of  the  quartermaster’s  department  Avill  be 
constantly  with  their  trains  unless  otherwise  detailed.  Di\dsion  com¬ 
manders  will  detail  sufficient  guards  to  protect  and  assist  the  trains  on 
the  march.  These  guards  must  be  controlled  permanently  by  their  offi¬ 
cers,  and  march  soldier-like  on  either  side  of  the  column  or  in  squads, 
as  circumstances  require.  Officers  permitting  their  men  to  lay  away 
their  arms  or  straggle  Avill  be  reported  for  summary  punishment.  It 
will  be  the  particular  proAuuce  of  the  respective  diAusion  officers  of  the 
day,  Avith  the  assistance  of  brigade  officers  of  the  day,  to  give  their 
untiring  energies  to  the  preservation  of  order  and  progress  of  the 
column.  Division  commanders  are  requested  to  make  their  orders  of 
march  with  a  aucav  to  rapid  and  sudden  deployments  Avhenever  such 
may  become  necessary. 

**#*##* 

III.  The  command  Avill  move  to-morroAA"  from  its  present  camp 
toward  Bough  and  Beady  as  follows:  First  Division  at  (>.30  a.  m., 
Second  Division  at  8  a.  m..  Artillery  Brigade  at  9.15  a.  m.,  Third  Divis¬ 
ion  at  9.30  a.  m..  Fourth  Division  at  11  a.  m. 
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The  coliiinii  will  be  formed  accordiug  to  Special  Orders,  No.  171,  par¬ 
agraph  1,  from  these  headcpiarters. 

The  Fourth  Division  having  not  yet  reported.  General  Smith,  of 
Third  Division,  will  detail  two  regiments  of  infantry  as  rear  guard 
behind  his  train. 

The  department  headquarters  trains  follow  in  rear  of  ordnance  train 
First  Division. 

ly.  Each  division  will  be  preceded  by  a  strong  provost  guard,  under 
a  conscientious  and  reliable  commander,  who  will  see  that  no  willful 
vandalism  is  peiq^etrated  by  worthless  characters  leaving  their  com¬ 
mand.  He  will  place  one  or  more  guards  to  all  dwellings  occupied  by 
citizens,  to  be  relieved  by  the  division  following. 

Forage  parties  will  on  no  pretense  be  permitted  to  enter  houses 
except  by  written  authority  from  their  division  commanders.  Foraging 
parties  not  ordered  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  164,  para¬ 
graph  III,  are  strictly  forbidden  and  must  be  arrested  by  the  provost 
guards  and  turned  over  to  their  respective  commanders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FEEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Arljutant-  Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,-15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  238.  )  White  Halt^  Ga.,  November  14^  1864. 

******* 

II.  The  attention  of  the  general  commaading  having  been  called  to 
the  irregular  manner  in  which  iiicket  duty  was  heretofore  being  carried 
on,  and  the  gross  negligence  of  both  officers  and  men  being  brought  to 
his  notice,  it  is  required  that  from  this  time  and  during  the  coming 
campaign  strict  attention  must  be  paid  by  officers  and  men  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  this  most  important  duty.  When  the  pickets  are  relieved 
they  must  all  be  assembled  by  the  I'icket  officer  in  charge,  and  marched 
from  the  picket-line  in  a  body,  and  not  be  permitted,  as  has  heretofore 
frequently  been  the  case,  to  wander  into  camp  at  their  leisure.  The 
officer  in  command  will  himself  be  held  responsible  that  the  men  under 
his  charge  do  not  discharge  their  tire-arms  upon  being  relieved,  and 
a]iy  violation  of  this  order  will  be  brought  against  the  offi(*er  as  dis¬ 
obedience  of  orders  on  his  part. 

HI.  The  transportation  of  the  command  having  been  so  materially 
reduced,  the  attention  of  regimental  commanders  is  called  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  dispensing  with  many  extra  duty  men  that  heretofore  may 
have  been  necessary.  Eegimental  blacksmiths,  wagon-masters,  and 
men  of  that  class,  are  no  longer  required,  and  should  be  forthwith 
placed  in  the  ranks. 

*  -  *  *  *  *  '  *  * 

X.  This  division  will  move  from  its  present  camp  toward  Hough  and 
Ready  at  6.30  o’clock,  x)romptly,  to-morrow  a.  in.,  in  the  following 
order:  First,  Second  Brigade,  each  regiment  to  be  followed  by  one 
ambulance.  Second,  battery  of  artillery,  without  caissons  or  battery 
wagon,  followed  by  one  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade.  Third, 
luoiieers.  Fourth,  the  brigade  tool  wagon  and  regimental  trains. 
Fifth,  First  Brigade,  each  legiment  of  wliich  will  be  followed  by  one 
ambulance,  the  regimental  wagon,  and  one  wagon  infantry  ammunition. 
Sixth,  one-half  of  the  division  siqqily  train.,  followed  by  five  wagons 
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infantry  ammunition.  This  train  will  be  guarded  by  one  regiment  from 
the  First  Brigade,  to  be  distributed  by  companies  along  the  train. 
Seventh,  Third  Brigade,  each  regiment  to  be  followed  by  one  ambu¬ 
lance,  the  regimental  wagon,  and  one  wagon  infantry  ammunition. 
Eighth,  headquarters  trains  department,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  of 
First  Division,  and  of  brigades,  followed  by  the  ambnlance  train  and 
medical  wagons,  and  the  remaining  half  of  the  division  supply  train 
and  the  balance  of  the  ordnance  train,  the  above  train  to  be  guarded 
by  one  regiment  of  the  Third  Brigade,  which  will  march  by  companies 
distributed  along  the  column.  Ninth,  rear  guard  of  one  regiment  from 
the  Third  Brigade;  two  companies  of  this,  however,  will  be  sent  for¬ 
ward  at  the  head  of  the  column  as  guard  for  the  houses. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  E.  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  64.  i  White  Hall.,  Ga.,  November  14^  1864. 

I.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  directions  of  higher  commanders,  the 
supply,  ordnance,  and  ambulance  trains  will  be  divided  into  three 
equal  parts,  and  each  assigned  to  the  charge  of  a  brigade  quartermas¬ 
ter,  who  will  assign  one  wagon  of  ammunition  and  an  ambulance  to 
each  regiment  of  his  brigade,  and  will  march  the  remainder  in  the  rear 
of  the  troops  of  the  brigade.  Eegimental  wagons  will  go  in  rear  of 
their  respective  regiments,  and  all  other  brigade  wagons  in  rear  of 
their  respective  brigades,  and  all  division  wagons  not  included  above 
in  rear  of  the  division. 

II.  Whenever  a  brigade  performs  the  duty  of  advance  or  rear  guard 
to  the  corps,  its  wagons  will  move  in  rear  of  the  division. 

III.  Wagons  and  ambulances  assigned  to  brigades  will  form  perma¬ 
nent  sections  and  will  be  parked  separately.  Brigade  commanders 
will  furnish  proper  guards  to  them  when  marching  and  when  in  park. 
Quartermasters  and  wagon-masters  will  at  all  times  on  the  march 
remain  with  their  trains,  and  will  at  once  turn  out  broken  wagons,  or 
turn  the  column  past  them;  will,  when  locking,  cause  the  wagons  to 
double,  so  as  to  lose  no  time;  will  cause  the  trains  to  pull  out  of  the 
road  and  park  whenever  troops  halt;  and  in  every  way  exercise  such 
authority  and  attention  as  will  prevent  any  delay  of  the  column  in 
rear. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Second  Div.,  ISth  Army  (3orps, 

No.  181.  )  Near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  14,  1864. 

#*##*** 

III.  This  division  will  move  toward  Eough  and  Eeady  to-morrow 
morning  at  8  a.  in.,  in  tlie  following  order:  First,  Third  Brigade,  Col. 
Oliver  commanding;  second,  Second  Brigade,  Col.  AV.  S.  Jones  com- 
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inanding;  third,  First  Brigade,  Col.  Theodore  Jones  commanding- 
Keveille  will  be  sounded  at  5  a.  m.  Brigade  commanders  will  see  that 
their  buglers  repeat  the  calls  sounded  at  these  headquarters. 

******** 


By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen : 


G.  LOFLAND, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  92.  i  White  Hall.,  Ga.^  November  14.^  1864. 

Brigade  and  detachment  commanders  will  hold  their  respective  com¬ 
mands  in  readiness  to  move  promptly  at  9.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  15th 
instant,  with  three  days’  rations  in  haversacks. 

Order  of  march:  First,  one  regiment  Second  Brigade  in  advance, 
followed  by  one  regimental  wagon  and  one  ambulance;  second,  pioneer 
corps,  tool  wagons,  and  one  wagon;  third,  remainder  of  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  each  regiment  to  be  followed  by  one  wagon  and  one  ambulance; 
fourth,  two  regiments  First  Brigade,  each  regiment  followed  by  one 
wagon  and  one  ambulance;  fifth,  ammunition  train;  sixth,  division 
headquarters  train  and  provost  guard;  seventh.  Second  Brigade  train; 
eighth.  First  Brigade  wagons;  ninth,  quartermaster’s  train;  tenth, 
supply  train;  eleventh,  remainder  of  ambulance  corps  not  otherwise 
assigned;  twelfth,  two  regiments  First  Brigade,  each  regiment  followed 
by  one  wagon  and  one  ambulance;  thirteenth,  one  regiment  First  Bri¬ 
gade,  which  will  be  divided  iqion  each  flank  of  the  trains,  well  de¬ 
ployed;  and  when  the  country  is  open,  will  move  parallel  with  the 
trains  at  a  distance  of  200  yards  from  the  same;  when  the  country  will 
not  admit  of  this,  it  will  close  into  the  trains,  and  the  commanding 
officer  will  be  held  strictly  responsible  that  the  men  march  in  an  or¬ 
derly  and  soldierly  manner  and  that  they  carry  their  arms  and  accou¬ 
terments  at  all  times. 

No  foraging  will  be  permitted  without  authority  from  these  head¬ 
quarters,  and,  when  necessary,  directions  will  be  given  in  what  manner 
it  shall  be  done.  Officers  and  men  are  again  reminded  of  the  danger 
of  straggling  when  marching  in  the  enemy’s  country.  All  orders  here¬ 
tofore  issued  for  discipline  while  on  the  march  or  in  camp  must  be 
rigidly  enforced,  and  officers  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  manner  in 
which  their  duties  are  performed. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  1  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  (Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  )  In  the  Field.,  Turner\s  Ferry,  November  14,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  15th  instant,  as  follows: 
Captain  Benjamin,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  this  division,  will 
move  his  supply  train  at  4  a.  m.  sharp  to  Atlanta  and  load  the  train 
with  supplies,  and  again  join  the  command  at  once.  The  Second  Bri¬ 
gade  will  act  as  escort,  and  take  their  brigade  train  with  them.  Tlie 
remainder  of  the  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  in  the  following  order: 
One  regiment  of  the  First  Brigade,  next  the  pioneer  corps,  and  then 
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the  battery;  all  wagons  will  close  on  the  battery — first,  the  First 
Brigade  train;  second,  the  Third  Brigade  train;  third,  the  ordnance 
train;  fourth,  the  ambulance  corps.  The  First  Brigade  will  march  its 
other  regiments  on  either  side  of  the  train.  The  Third  Brigade  will 
follow  in  the  same  manner,  but  will  have  one  regiment  act  as  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAKPEB, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  281.  i  White  HaU,  Ga.,  November  14,  1864. 

#***##* 

III.  Division  commanders  will  prepare  their  commands  for  moving 
to-morrow  morning.  The  hour  and  route  will  be  hereafter  indicated. 

IV.  If  there  are  an}^  men  in  the  command  for  whom  arms  cannot  be 
obtained,  they  will  be  required  to  carry  either  an  ax,  pick,  or  shovel. 

V.  During  the  campaign  about  to  commence  the  flanks  of  the  army 
will  be  infested  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  with  bands  of  guerrillas,  whose 
principal  object  will  be  to  pick  up  stragglers.  The  most  rigid  measures 
therefore  will  be  taken  to  prevent  straggling.  There  will  be  a  rear 
guard  to  each  regiment,  brigade,  and  division,  who  will  be  instructed 
to  arrest  every  soldier  found  out  of  his  place  without  authority,  and 
men  so  arrested  will  be  reported  to  their  division  commander  for  xninish- 
meiit.  To  a  great  extent  straggling  is  the  fault  of  the  company  com¬ 
manders  and  can  by  them  be  prevented.  In  order  to  bring  officers  who 
neglect  their  duty  in  this  respect  to  an  account,  division  iirovost-mar- 
shals  will  ascertain  the  name  of  the  company  commander  of  each  man 
arrested,  and  where  it  shall  ax)pear  that  any  officer  is  in  the  habit  of 
allowing  his  men  to  straggle  his  name  will  be  reported  to  these  head¬ 
quarters. 

*  *  *  •  *  *  *  * 

2.  Division  commanders  will  organize  foraging  parties  by  brigades, 
placing  them  under  charge  of  comi)etent  and  discreet  officers.  Com¬ 
manders  of  forage  parties  must  not  permit  their  men  to  separate,  but 
must  keep  them  well  in  hand.  Firing  will  not  be  permitted,  except 
when  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy.  Foraging  will  be  conducted  in 
accordance  with  General  Sliermaifs  Special  Orders,  Nos.  II9  and  120.* 

VI.  Capt.  Patterson  Shaiq),  Company  D,  Thirtieth  Illinois  Infantry 
Volunteers,  is  detached  from  his  regiment  and  assigned  to  duty  as 
corps  ambulance  officer,  and  will  forthwith  report  to  Surg.  J.  11. 
Boucher,  medical  director  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

VII.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movements  to-morrow: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  moving  promptly  at  6.30  o’clock. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division,  moving  at  7.30  o’clock. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division,  moving  at  8.30  o’clock. 

4.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  assign 
a  battery  to  each  division,  to  move  with  it  as  the  division  commander 
may  direct. 

5.  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Joel,  chief  quartermaster,  will  divide  the  corps 
sup])ly  trains  among  the  divisions  for  the  movement. 

^See  VoL  XXXIX,  Fart  III,  up.  701,  713. 
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G.  Division  conmianders  will  arrange  the  order  of  ILe  anibnlance, 
ordnance,  and  supply  trains  in  their  commands  in  accordance  with 
Special  Field  Orders,  No.  120,  military  division  headquarters. 

7.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  detail 
from  his  command  two  regiments  to  act  as  rear  guard  to  General  Kil¬ 
patrick’s  train. 

8.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  ordnance  train  of 
Third  Division. 

YIII.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hughes  commanding,  having  been  assigned  to  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  will  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  D.  T.  Kirby,  picket  officer  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  for  instructions  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistan  t  A djutan t-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  First  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  64.  1  White  Hall.,  Ga.,  November  14,  1864. 

I.  Capt.  William  Hemstreet,  Eighteenth  Missouri  Infantry,  is  hereby 
announced  as  judge-advocate  of  this  division.  He  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly y 

II.  This  command  will  be  prepared  to  march  to-morrow  at  8.30  a.  m. 
promptly. 

Order  of  march:  First,  pioneer  corps.  Second,  Second  Brigade. 
Third,  Third  Brigade.  One  battery  will  follow  the  leading  regiment  of 
the  Third  Brigade.  Colonel  Tillson  will  march  one  of  his  regiments  on 
the  flank  of  the  supply  train.  Fourth,  ambulance  corps.  Fifth,  ord¬ 
nance  train.  Sixth,  supply  train.  Seventh,  First  Brigade.  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  W.  Fuller  will  march  two  of  his  regiments  in  rear  of  General  Kil¬ 
patrick’s  train,  which  wdll  follow  immediately  in  rear  of  this  division. 
The  division  headquarters  wagons  will  follow  in  rear  of  the  leading 
brigade.  Hereafter,  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered,  one  ambulance 
and  one  regimental  wagon  will  follow  behind  each  regiment,  nnd  two 
ambulances  and  one  ordnance  wagon  to  a  regiment  behind  each 
brigade. 

III.  Each  brigade  commander  will  immediately  organize  a  foraging 
party,  which  should  consist  of  at  least  thirty  enlisted  men  and  two 
competent  and  discreet  commissioned  officers,  who  will  be  held  to  a 
strict  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  their  men.  No  raw  drafted  men 
will  be  detailed  as  foragers.  Foraging  will  be  conducted  iii  accordance 
with  Special  Orders,  Nos.  119  and  120,  headquarters  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi. 

IV.  There  will  be  a  rear  guard  to  each  regiment  and  brigade,  who 
will  arrest  any  soldier  found  straggling  or  out  of  his  ])lace  without 
proper  authority.  In  order  to  prevent  straggling,  company  command¬ 
ers  will  habitually  march  in  rear  of  their  companies,  and  any  olflcer 
found  guilty  of  allowing  his  men  to  straggle  will  be  arrested  and  re¬ 
ported  to  these  headquarters.  The  attention  of  all  ollicers  in  this  com¬ 
mand  is  called  to  Special  Orders,  Nos.  119  and  120,  headquarters  Mil¬ 
itary  Division  of  the  Mississip])i,  and  Si)ecial  Orders,  No.  281,  head¬ 
quarters  Seventeenth  Army  G()r[)s,  and  a  strict  com])liance  wftli  their 
requirements  is  enjoined. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  IMower: 

GlIAS.  GIIBISTENSEN, 

Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Aetluff  A,isistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special 
Field  Orders,  ' 
No.  149.  ' 

#  * 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Ga.^  November  14^  1864. 
#  *  *  *  # 


VI.  Tlie  troops  of  tliis  commaricl  vyill  move  at  6.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  in 
the  following  order:  First,  Second  Brigade;  second,  artillery;  third, 
ordnance  train,  ten  teams;  fourth,  headquarters  train;  fifth,  supply 
train,  twenty- six  teams;  sixth.  First  Brigade,  five  regiments;  seventh, 
ordnance  train,  ten  teams;  eighth,  supply  train,  twenty-seven  teams; 
ninth,  one  regiment  First  Brigade.  Regimental  wagons  and  one  ambu¬ 
lance  will  accompany  each  regiment;  surplus  ambulances  in  rear  of  each 
brigade;  brigade  trains  in  rear  of  ordnance  train  after  each  brigade. 

VII.  The  Seventeentli  AVisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  is 
transferred  from  the  First  to  the  Second  Brigade,  this  command,  and 
will  report  accordingly. 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Atlanta^  Ga.^  November  14.,  1864. 

The  Twentieth  Corps  will  move  on  the  Decatur  road  to-morrow  at  7 
a.  m.,  except  the  provost  guard,  under  Colonel  Cogswell,  Avhich  will 
remain  in  Atlanta  until  all  the  troops  have  passed  through  the  city, 
when  it  will  join  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  Colonel  Cogswell  will  report 
to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Corps,  on  his  arrival 
at  this  place.  The  regiments  detailed  for  duty  in  the  quartermaster’s 
and  commissary  departments  are  hereby  relieved,  and  will  report  at 
once  to  their  respective  brigades.  Guards  for  public  property  now 
under  charge  of  these  regiments  will  be  furnished  by  Colonel  Cogs¬ 
well.  Colonel  Buell,  commanding  pontoon  train,  will  report  to  Major- 
General  Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Cories,  and  will  accompany 
his  corps  on  the  march.  Colonel  Acker,  commanding  cavalry,  will  re- 
])ort  this  evening  in  person  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  commanding 
Twentieth  Corps,  for  instructions. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjntant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Atlanta^  November  14,  1864. 

General  Davis, 

Commanflinff  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General:  Your  aide,  Litchfield,  has  reported  all  right  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  is  much  pleased  with  your  progress.  All  is  working  well  here. 
General  Howard  is  all  up  and  will  move  out  toward  McDonough  early 
in  the  morning,  and  the  IVentieth  Corps  also  moves.  General  Howard 
will  destroy  at  once  the  bridge  at  Turner’s,  and  General  Sherman  de¬ 
sires  you  to  efiectiially  destroy  the  bridge  by  which  your  corps  crosses 
the  Cliattahoochee.  AMur  march  to-morrow  will  be  easy,  about  two 
miles  beyond  the  city. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Atlayita^  Ga.j  November  li^  1864. 

Maj.'Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

On  the  march  from  this  point  to  Madison  I  shall  accompany  the 
Twentieth  Coiiis.  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  this  corps  encamp  Tues¬ 
day  night  near  Stone  Mountain,  Wednesday  night  near  Sheffield, 
Thursday  night  near  Social  Circle,  and  Friday  night  at  Madison.  You 
will  move  your  corps  on  roads  to  the  right  of  the  one  taken  by  the 
Twentieth  Corps.  I  would  advise  you  to  move  direct  to  Flat  Eock, 
thence,  via  Snapping  [Suapflnger  ?J  Shoals,  to  Covington,  thence  to 
Madison  via  Brick  Store.  You  will  order  the  command  under  Colonel 
Cogswell  to  join  the  Twentieth  Corps  on  your  arrival  at  Madison  or 
whenever  the  two  corps  may  be  iii  the  same  vicinity. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  VV.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Yo.  19.  )  Chattaliooehee  River,  November  14,  1864. 

The  troops  will  move  to-morrow  in  the  following  order : 

General  Baird  will  move  his  division  at  daylight  through  Atlanta, 
and  camp  on  the  McDonough  road  beyond  the  town. 

General  Carlin  will  follow  General  Baird  and  camp  in  the  same 
vicinity.  He  will  leave  either  the  Thirteenth  or  the  Twenty-lirst 
Michigan  camped  on  this  side  of  the  bridge,  with  directions  to  guard  it 
until  further  orders. 

General  Morgan  on  arriving  at  the  river  will  follow  General  Carlin. 

The  trains  of  General  Baird  and  his  artillery  will  move  in  advance 
of  the  corps  supply  train  and  those  of  the  other  divisions  in  its  rear. 
The  trains  will  move  at  daylight,  and  the  infantry  will  march  beside 
them  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  them. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McOLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  14,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Com^yiaiidmg  Twentieth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  should  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  reach  the  Chattahoochee  to-night,  you  will  have  all  of  the  troops 
of  the  Twentieth  Cori)s  moved  into  Atlanta  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  GUIYDOY, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Cainp. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

No.  20.  )  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Nove^nber  14,  1864. 

During  the  campaign  about  to  commence  the  organization  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  corps  will  be  as  follows : 

At  the  head(iuarters  of  the  corps,  a  battalion,  to  consist  of  six  com¬ 
panies  j  at  head(iuarters  of  each  division,  one  company.  The  battalion 
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will  be  organized  from  tbe  pioneer  companies  now  with  the  brigades. 
Each  division  commander, will  detail  two  of  his  present  brigade  pioneer 
companies,  which  will  report  at  these  headquarters  with  all  their  arms, 
equipments,  and  tools,  to  Gapt.  George  E.  Johnson,  commanding  i^io- 
neer  battalion.  The  comi^any  belonging  to  the  other  brigade  will  be 
retained  for  duty  with  the  division. 

The  battalion  will  always  march  at  the  head  of  the  column,  and  be 
prepared  to  do  such  work  as  may  be  needed.  The  men  will  always 
carry  their  tools  and  arms. 

The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  a  wagon  for  the  use  of 
the  battalion,  in  which  the  knapsacks,  &c.,  may  be  carried. 

One  wagon-load  of  tools  will  also  be  sent  from  each  division,  to 
report  to  Captain  Johnson,  for  use  by  the  battalion. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKIN^S, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Geneva} . 


General  Orders^)  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

No.  21.  ]  Atlanta^  Oa^^  November  14.,  1864. 

During  the  cami)aign  about  to  commence  this  corps  will  generally 
march  on  one  road. 

The  following  general  orders  will  govern,  in  the  absence  of  others: 

On  the  first  day  the  order  of  march  will  be — First  Division,  Second 
Division,  Third  Division.  On  the  succeeding  day’s  march  the  division 
leading  on  the  previous  day  will  march  in  the  rear,  and  the  center 
division  of  the  previous  day  will  take  the  advance,  thus  alternating  on 
each  succeeding  day’s  march.  The  leading  brigade  of  the  leading- 
division  and  the  rear  brigade  of  the  rear  division  will  be  entirely  unen¬ 
cumbered  with  wagons  or  ambulances,  and  will  be  at  all  times  ready 
for  action. 

The  artillery  will  habitually  march — one  battery  with  the  leading 
division,  one  with  the  rear  division,  and  two  with  the  center  division. 
Each  regiment,  except  those  in  the  two  brigades  before  mentioned,  will 
be  followed  by  its  regimental  wagon  and  one  ambulance;  each  brigade, 
by  its  brigade  ambulances,  the  wagons  attached  to  the  brigade,  and  its 
proportion  of  the  division  supply  and  ammunition  trains.  The  wagons 
attached  to  the  artillery  will  follow  their  respective  batteries;  those 
belonging  to  the  headquarters  of  the  corps,  the  chief  commissary,  and 
the  chief  quartermaster,  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  leading- 
division,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  The  leading  brigade  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by,  and  the  rear  brigade  preceded  by,  its  regimental  and  brigade 
supply  and  ammunition  wagons. 

Each  brigade  commander  will  detail  a  foraging  party,  to  be  sent  out 
daily,  under  directions  from  the  division  commander.  Each  brigade 
quartermaster  will  furnish  the  wagons  to  forage  for  his  brigade,  and 
the  brigade  ('ommander  will  furnish  a  strong  guard  to  accompany  them, 
under  the  command  of  a  commissioned  officer. 

The  ])icket  duty  for  the  corps  will  be  done  by  the  second  brigade 
(in  line)  of  the  leading  division,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
brigade  will  be  the  general  officer  of  the  day. 

The  aftention  of  all  commanding  officers  is  called  to  the  necessity  of 
economizing  ammunition,  and  supplies  generally;  the  practice  of  waste- 
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fill  picket-firing,  at  night  especially,  must  be  checked  by  officers  of  the 
guard  and  of  the  day,  who  will  be  held  strictly  accountable  in  this 
particular. 

Straggling  and  pillagin*g  must  be  stopped  by  the  inost  prompt  meas¬ 
ures;  the  safety  of  the  corps  depends  upon  this.  To  this  end  staff 
officers  of  divisions  and  brigades  will  be  kept  along  their  respective 
commands,  who  will  report  frequently.  If  any  considerable  break  in 
the  march  is  made  it  will  be  reported  at  once  to  the  corps  commander, 
who  will  habitually  be  found  near  the  head  of  the  leading  division. 

This  order  and  Special  Field  Orders,  ilo.  120,  Military  l3i vision  of  the 
Mississippi,*  will  be  communicated  to  all  officers  and  men  in  the  line 
and  in  the  staff  departments. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PEBKTNS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Atlanta j  Ga.^  November  14.,  1864. 

This  corps  will  march  to-morrow  (under  the  orders  already  published) 
as  follows:  The  First  Division  at  7  a.  m. ;  the  Second  Division  at  8 
a.  m. ;  the  Third  Division  at  9  a.  m.  All  detachments  and  guards  in  or 
about  the  city,  except  those  from  the  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
the  Thirty- third  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  or  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  will  be  called  in  at  daylight  in  the 
morning  and  rejoin  their  respective  commands.  These  three  regiments 
will  remain  on  duty  in  the  city  until  its  complete  evacuation,  when  they 
(under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cogswell)  will  join  the  Fourteenth 
Corjis,  marching  with  it  until  such  time  as  they  can  rejoin  their  projier 
commands.  The  ammunition  train  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  will  march 
in  rear  of  the  center  division. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Williams  : 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Atlanta^  Ga.y  November  14.^  1864. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m.  (under  the  orders 
already  published),  in  the  following  order:  First  Brigade  in  advance, 
the  Second  Brigade  following,  and  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  rear. 
This  order  of  march  will  be  followed  for  three  consecutive  days,  unless 
otherwise  ordered.  All  detachments  and  guards  in  or  about  the  city 
belonging  to  this  command,  except  those  from  the  Second  Massachu¬ 
setts  Volunteers,  will  be  called  in  at  daylight  to-morrow  and  rejoin 
their  respective  commands.  Brigade  commanders  and  officers  in  com¬ 
mand  of  trains  are  referred  for  further  instructions  to  General  Orders, 
No.  21,  headquarters  Twentieth  Corps,  mirrent  series.! 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  d.  dackson: 

GEO.  ROBINSON, 

First  Lientenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


*Soc  Yol.  XXXIX,  P.art  III,  p.  718. 
t  See  p.  462. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Atlanta^  Ga.,  Wovemher  14^  1864. 

Col.  William  Cogswell, 

Commanding  Post : 

Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  yon  that 
he  has  ordered  the  different  regiments  of  Colonel  Powelfs  command  to 
report  at  once  to  their  respective  brigades.  Yon  will  relieve  by  troops 
from  your  command  all  guards  now  furnished  by  Colonel  Powell. 

Very  respectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEPKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Atlanta.,  Ga.,  November  14,  1804. 

Capt.  W.  T.  Forbes, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with 
instructions  received  yesterday,  I  destroyed  the  railroad  from  the  city 
of  Atlanta  to  a  point  250  yards  beyond  the  fourth  mile  post,  in  ail 
about  two  miles  and  three-fourths  of  tracks.  The  ties  have  been  burned 
and  the  rails  bent  and  twisted  so  as  to  render  them  useless. 

Very  respectfully, 

AKIO  PAPDEE,  Jr., 

Col.  147th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  14,  1864. 

The  division  will  move  at  0  o’clock  to-morrow  morning  on  Decatur 
road,  in  the  following  order:  First,  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Poss;  sec¬ 
ond,  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Dustin;  third,  First  Brigade,  Colonel 
Smith.  Trains  following  brigades;  provost  brigade  to  remain  in  city 
until  further  orders.  Peginients  on  duty  in  quartermaster’s  and  com¬ 
missary  of  subsistence  departments  are  relieved,  and  will  march  with 
their  respective  commands. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  W ard  : 

JOHN  SPEED, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  November  14,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  II.  S.  Army: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  Savannah  paper  of 
the  12th  instant,  brought  in  by  the  Hag-of-truce  boat.  The  exchange 
is  progressing  favorably,  I  believe,  under  Colonel  Mulford’s  direction. 
Peports  from  Morris  Island  represent  that  there  are  appearances  of  com¬ 
motion  among  the  rebels  in  Charleston  and  on  James  Island.  1  shall 
go  up  there  to-night  to  see  what  is  the  matter.  I  hope  and  trust  that 
it  may  be  caused  by  the  ap])roach  of  General  Sherman  in  the  rear. 
Such  a  movement  Avould  be  the  finest  of  the  war,  and  would  capture 
Charleston  and  Savannah  with  all  their  stores  of  cannon,  ammunition, 
and  material,  and  open  bases  of  sn])plies  from  which  witli  his  army 
he  could  utterly  destroy  and  devastate  the  whole  State  of  South  Caro* 
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liua.  The  health  of  the  department  is  good,  and  with  the  precautions 
taken,  and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  I  apprehend  no  cases  of  yellow 
fever,  even  with  the  intercourse  by  flags  of  truce.  Eight  officers  of  the 
U.  S.  Army,  escaped  prisoners  from  Columbia,  arrived  here  to-day. 
A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Special  1  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Fields  Atlanta^  Ga., 

No.  125  )  November  15^  1864. 

I.  Surg.  John  Moore,  U.  S.  Yolunteers,  is  hereby  announced  as  chief 
medical  director  of  this  army,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  ac¬ 
cordingly 

##****# 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  f  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  1(38.  )  Near  Stochhridge^  Ga.,  Novemher  15,  1864. 

The  army  will  resume  its  march  to-morrow  as  follows:  First,  the 
First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Gorjis,  on  the  road  to  Mc¬ 
Donough  via  Stockbridge,  moving  out  at  6  a.  m.,  followed  by  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  at  8  o’clock;  second,  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divis¬ 
ions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  move  on  a  road  to  the  right  leading 
into  the  Jonesborough  and  McDonough  road,  on  which  they  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  McDonough;  tliird,  the  trains  will  move  as  in  march  of 
to-day  with  respective  brigades  and  divisions;  fourth,  the  engineer 
regiment  with  the  bridge  train  and  the  supply  trains  of  this  headquar¬ 
ters  Avill  moye  in  advance  of  the  rear  division  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps;  fifth,  the  supply  train  of  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  will 
follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  with  two  regiments  from  that  corps  as 
rear  guard;  sixth,  the  cattle,  iir charge  of  Lieutenant  Todd,  acting 
commissary  of  subsistence,  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  The 
trains  not  having  been  Avell  closed  uj)  to-day,  nearly  double  the  space 
was  occupied  that  should  have  been.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that 
this  is  corrected  hereafter. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  15,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Lohan, 

Carbondale,  III. : 

It  is  not  possible  to  overtake  your  command.  Eemain  at  home  until 
[you  recover. 

p  Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  \Y.  T.  Sherman: 

E.  M.  SAWYEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Stoclihridf/e,  Ga.^  November  15,  1864. 
Alaj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  The  major  general  comm  andin  g  directs  me  to  say,  in  sending 
inclosed  order  of  march,*  that  although  your  proposed  route  is  good,  he 
does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  alter  the  order  of  march  from  that  marked 
out.  You  can  move  your  First  Division  as  indicated  in  the  order,  and 
General  Hazeifs  division  by  the  way  of  Lee’s  Mill,  on  a  road  leading 
out  near  his  present  camp.  Generals  Smith’s  and  Corse’s  divisions  are 
so  far  behind  that  they  can  take  the  road  through  Jonesborough.  The 
general  directs  me  also  to  say  that  the  trains  from  some  cause  were  not 
to-day  properly  closed  up,  and  he  fears  not  as  well  guarded  as  they 
should  have  been,  considering  the  proximity  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry. 
He  wishes  them  more  carefully  attended  to  and  kept  up.  Flankers 
should  be  put  out  and  every  preparation  made  to  repel  any  dash  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry. 

Yery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Yo.  172.  \  In  the  Fields  Ga.,  November  15y  1864. 

#*##*** 

II.  In  accordance  with  orders  the  corps  will  resume  its  march  to- 
morroAY  as  follows:  The  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Hazen 
commanding,  will  have  the  advance  and  will  leave  camp  at  0  a.  m.  and 
march  for  the  Jonesborough  and  McDonough  road,  following  the  same 
'  to  the  latter  idace.  The  supply  trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Divis¬ 
ions  will  fall  in  in  rear  of  their  respective  commands,  with  only  one 
regiment  as  rear  guard  for  each  train.  Major  Stolbraud,  commanding 
Artillery  Brigade,  will  detail  one  light  battery  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Hazen  for  assignment  to  position  with  the  advance  brigade. 
The  two  remaining  batteries  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Woods, 
who  will  place  them  in  rear  of  the  leading  brigade  of  his  division.  Tlie 
train  guards  of  to-day  were  not  considered  sufficiently  strong.  Divis¬ 
ion  commanders  will  therefore  re-enforce  them.  There  should  be  at 
least  two  or  three  regiments  on  the  flank  of  each  division  train.  The 
attention  of  Generals  Smith  and  Corse  is  particularly  called  to  the 
security  of  their  trains;  they  being  exposed  to  cavalry  dashes,  strong 
flanking  and  rear  guards  are  very  necessary. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FREDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistan t  Adjutant-  Genera I. 


Special  Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First.  Div.,  I5th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  November  15,  1864. 
This  division  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  direction  of 
McDonough,  following  that  of  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  in  the  following 
order:  First,  First  Brigade,  each  regiment  to  be  followed  by  one  ainbu- 


*See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  1(58,  p.  465, 
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lance,  regimental  team,  and  one  wagon  infantry  ammunition.  Second, 
pioneers.  Third,  headquarter’s  train  First  Division,  half  of  the  sup¬ 
ply  train,  and  the  ordnance  train  of  the  division;  one  regiment  of  the 
First  Brigade  will  escort  this  train,  marching  by  companies  along  the 
column.  Fourth,  Third  Brigade,  one  ambulance,  regimental  team,  and 
one  wagon  infantry  ammunition  following  each  regiment.  Fifth,  the 
remaining  half  of  the  supply  train,  followed  by  the  ambulance  corps 
and  medical  wagons;  one  regiment  of  the  Third  Brigade  will  escort 
this  train,  marching  by  companies  along  the  column.  Sixth,  Second 
Brigade,  each  regiment  followed  by  one  ambulance,  regimental  wagon, 
and  one  wagon  infantry  ammunition.  Each  brigade  will  be  immediately 
followed  by  the  headquarters  teams  of  that  brigade.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Second  Brigade  will  detail  two  companies  from  his  rear 
regiment  to  march  at  the  head  of  the  column  as  provost  guards  for 
dwellings.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  follows  the  First  Division 
on  the  same  road. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  80.  \  White  Rail,  Ga.,  November  15,  1864. 

1.  George  F.  French,  surgeon  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  for 
duty  at  these  headquarters  by  order  of  major-genei  al  commanding  the 
department,  is  hereby  announced  as  medical  director  of  the  division. 
Surg.  B.  N.  Bond,  Twenty- seventh  Missouri  Infantry,  surgeon-in-chief 
of  this  division,  is  relieved  from  such  duty,  and  will  report  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  his  regiment. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  93.  ]  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  November  15,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  at  G  a.  in.  to  morrow,  the  16th  instant. 

Order  of  march :  First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  in  advance,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  one  wagon  and  one  ambulance;  second,  pioneer  corps,  tool 
wagons,  one  wagon  (baggage),  and  one  ambulance;  third,  remainder 
of  First  Brigade,  each  regiment  to  be  followed  by  one  wagon  and  one 
ambulance;  fourtli,  ammunition  train;  -tiftli,  division  headquarters 
train  and  provost  guard;  sixth,  First  Brigade  train;  seventh,  Second 
Brigade  train ;  eighth,  quartermaster’s  train;  ninth,  supply  train;  tenth, 
remainder  of  ambulance  corps  not  otherwise  assigned;  eleventh,  two 
regiments  Second  Brigade,  well  deployed,  one  upon  each  ilapk  of  the 
entire  train;  twelfth,  remainder  of  Second  Brigade  as  rear  guard — 
their  wagons  and  ambulances  will  be  placed  between  the  regiments. 

The  attention  of  General  Raum  is  particularly  directed  to  the  secur¬ 
ity  of  the  trains,  and  he  will,  when  on  the  inarch,  take  such  steps  as  he 
may  think  necessary  for  their  ])rotection. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 

Ass istant  A dj iitan t-  General. 
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Special  ^  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  '  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  )  In  the  Field j  near  Fast  Pointy  November  15 ,  1864. 

******* 

III.  This  commaiul  will  he  ready  to  move  to-morrow,  the  16th  instant, 
at  6.30  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order :  The  infantry  will  move  on  either 
side  of  the  trains,  with  the  exception  that  the  First  Brigade  will  have 
one  regiment  in  advance  and  the  Second  Brigade  will  have  one 
regiment  act  as  rear  guard.  After  the  advance  regiment  follows  the 
pioneer  corps,  and  then  the  battery.  All  wagons  will  close  on  the  bat¬ 
tery — first,  the  pioneer  corps  train;  second,  the  First  Brigade  train; 
third,  the  Third  Brigade  train;  fourth,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  fifth, 
the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the  supply  train;  seventh,  the  ambulance 
train.  Tlie  Third  Brigade  will  move  in  the  center.  The  column  will 
not  move  until  orders  are  given  from  these  headquarters  and  it  is 
'  ascertained  the  road  is  clear  ahead  of  us. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  CABPER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Stochbridge^  Ga.,  November  15,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say,  in  send¬ 
ing  you  inclosed  order*  of  march  for  to-morrow,  that  you  will  find  it  to 
advantage  to  cut  a  road  parallel  to  the  main  road,  and  which  will  enter 
the  main  road  a  little  east  of  these  headquarters.  The  general  suggests 
that  you  set  the  pioneers  at  work  as  early  as  6.30  o’clock.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Strong  will  indicate  the  point  where  such  road  will  enter  the 
main  road.  The  general  wishes  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  keeping  the  trains  well  closed  up  and  properly  guarded. 
Flankers  should  be  kept  out,  and  every  preparation  made  to  repel  any 
attack  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  282.  )  Mitchell’s  House,  Ga.,  November  15, 1864. 

*  *•■•*  *  *  *  * 

II.  The  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
out  at  8  a.  m. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division,  moving  at  9  o’clock. 

3.  Brig.  Geii.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division,  moving  at  10  o’clock. 

4.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  assign 
a  battery  to  each  division,  to  move  as  the  division  commander  may 
direct. 

5.  The  trains  will  move  as  in  the  march  to-day. 

*  Soe  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  168,  p.  465. 


Chap.  LYl.] 


469 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


6.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  detail 
from  his  command  two  regiments  to  act  as  rear  guard  to  the  cavalry 
train. 

7.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  that  portion  of  the 
ordnance  train  of  the  Fourth  Division  which  follows  the  advance 
brigade. 

8.  Division  commanders  will  take  the  necessary  measures  to  protect 

their  trains  from  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  will  see  that  their  train 
guards  carry  their  guns  and  accouterments,  and  do  not  i)lace  them  in 
the  wagons.  The  utmost  endeavors  will  be  used  to  keep  the  trains  well 
closed  up.  The  pioneer  corps  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  will 
report  at  these  headquarters  to  Captain  Kossak,  chief  engineer,  at 
G  a.  ni.  ^ 

*  *  *  #  #  *  '  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A  ssistan  t  A  djutant-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  150. 

*  * 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Ga.,  November  15,  1864. 
***** 


III.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  —  o’clock.  Brig.  Gen. 
M.  F.  Force,  commanding  First  Brigade,  will  have  the  advance,  mov¬ 
ing  with  his  command  the  artillery  ordnance  train  (ten  teams),  head¬ 
quarters  train  Third  Division,  and  supply  train  (twenty-six  teams),  dis¬ 
posing  his  troops  so  as  to  protect  same  and  insure  its  prompt  movement. 
Col.  IL  K.  Scott,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  follow  the  First, 
moving  with  his  command  the  ordnance  train  (ten  teams)  and  supply 
train  (twenty-seven  teams),  disposing  his  troops  so  as  to  protect  the 
same  and  insure  its  prompt  movement.  Being  in  the  rear,  he  will  keep 
a  strong  rear  guard.  Ambulances,  regimental  and  brigade  teams  will 
move  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  147.  )  •  In  the  Field,  November  15,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  this  division  will 
move  to-morrow  morning  ])rom])tly  at  8  o’clock. 

The  Third  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap  commanding,  will 
move  in  advance. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CIIAS.  H.  BKUSH, 

Actiiuj  Assistant  A  djutant -General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  15,  1864. 
iVIajor  General  Slocum, 

Commandiny  Left  Wing,  tOc.  ; 

General:  The  general-in-chief  directs  me  to  say  that  u})on  your 
arrival  at  Madison  he  desires  that  you  will,  if  it  can  be  done  without 
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too  miicli  delay,  send  eastward  to  tlie  Oconee  liiver,  and  destroy  the 
railroad  brid.^e,  and  also  the  wagon-road  bridge.  By  looking  at  tlie 
map,  you  will  see  a  force  sufficient  to  do  this  work  can  be  sent  from 
Madison,  and  afterward  join  you  farther  on.  It  is  important  they  should 
be  destroyed. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  DAYTONS", 

Aide-de-Cam}). 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  20.  )  Atlanta^  Ga.,  November  15^  1861. 

Orders  for  to-morrow,  November  16, 1S64 :  General  Carlin  will  march, 
accompanied  with  all  his  trains  (including  his  supply  train)  and  his 
artillery,  at  7  a.  m.  upon  the  direct  road  toward  Decatur.  General 
Baird,  accompanied  by  all  his  trains  and  his  artillery,  wilFfollow  Gen¬ 
eral  Carlin  at  0  a.  m.  Colonel  Buell.  Avith  his  command  and  the  pon¬ 
toon  train,  will  follow  General  Baird,  and  will  be  followed  by  corps 
headquarters  trains  and  the  reserve  artillery.  General  Morgan  will 
march,  accompanied  by  all  his  trains  and  artillery,  in  the  rear  of  corps 
headquarters.  Colonel  Cogswell,  post  commander,  Avill  move  his  com¬ 
mand  in  the  rear  of  General  Morgan  and  will  form  the  rear  guard 
of  the  corps.  Camping-grounds  for  the  different  divisions  Avill  be 
designated  by  the  corps  commander,  and  division  commanders  will 
habitually,  until  further  orders,  arrange  for  the  security  of  their  own 
divisions  by  posting  the  necessary  pickets.  The  pickets  will  be  posted 
Avith  the  countersign  and  parole  furnished  from  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  16.  \  Atlanta^  November  15,  1864. 

******* 

V.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Brigham,  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Infantry, 
Avill  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  composed  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Ohio  and  Thirteenth  and  Twenty-lirst  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin: 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Captain  and  Aetimj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HeADQUAR  I'ERS  FoiniTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Atlanta,  Ga..,  November  15,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Palmer, 

Commandino  Thirteenth  Michigan  yolunteers : 

You  Avill  remain  in  your  ])resent  position  until  dark,  at  Avhich  time, 
having  collected  all  stragglers  and  haAung  ascertained  that  all  soldiers 
belonging  to  this  army,  as  far  as  practicable,  are  across  the  river,  you 
Avill  destroy  the  bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee  Biver  and  march  to 
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this  place,  reporting  to  your  division  commander  near  the  Decatur  rail¬ 
road,  about  a  mile  east  of  town.  Send  to-night  a  written  report  to 
these  headquarters. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  .1.  G.  Davis: 

A.  G.  McGLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Gircular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Twentieth  Army  Gorps, 

November  15,  1864. 

Each  brigade  commander  will  see  that  his  troops  and  trains  are  kept 
well  closed  up  at  all  times  on  the  march  with  those  preceding.  If  the 
train  preceding  him  does  not  keef)  well  closed,  he  will  use  his  authority 
and  make  it  move  on  out  of  the  way.  While  on  the  march  each  com¬ 
mand  will  conform  to  the  movements  of  that  preceding  it,  unless  other¬ 
wise  ordered.  This  will  be  done  without  awaiting  orders. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen,  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  1G9.  )  McDonough,  Ga.,  November  16,  1864. 

The  army  will  move  forward  to-morrow  morning  as  follows : 

1.  One  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Gorps  and  the  engineer  regiment 
with  the  bridge  train  will  move  on  the  Keys  Ferry  road,  via  Hender¬ 
son,  to  Planters’  (sometimes  called  Nutting’s)  Factory.  Gaptain  Reese, 
chief  engineer,  will  accompany  and  guide  the  column. 

2.  The  other  divisions  of  the  Seventeenth  Gorps  will  move  on  direct 
Jackson  road,  through  Jackson,  to  Planters’  Factory. 

3.  The  Fifteenth  Gorps  will  move  to  Planters’  Factory  via  Locust 
Grove,  avoiding  Jackson,  if  practicable. 

4.  All  the  columns  will  start  at  6  a.  m.,  and  will  be  doubled  on  every 
road — the  wagons,  artillery,  and  ambulances  forming  one,  and  the 
troops  the  other,  the  road  being  sufficiently  [wide]  to  admit  of  it. 

5.  The  trains  will  move  with  their  brigades  and  divisions  as  hereto¬ 
fore. 

0.  The  train  of  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  will  follow  the  division 
of  the  Seventeenth  Gorps,  via  Jackson,  with  the  rear  guard  from  the 
Seventeenth  Gorps  as  heretofore. 

7.  The  cattle  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Todd,  acting  commissary  of 
subsistence,  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Gorps,  moving  through  the 
tields  whenever  juacticable. 

8.  The  Ninth  Ohio  Gavalry  will  form  the  rear  guard  to  the  column 
on  the  direct  Jackson  road. 

0.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of 
the  Seventeenth  Gorps. 

10.  The  suiiply  trains  of  these  headquarters  will  move  in  advance  of 
rear  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Gori)s. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  173.  j  Near  McI)o}wugli^  Ga.,  November  16,  1861. 

I.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  resume  its  march  to-morrow,  via  Locust 
Grove,  in  the  following  order:  The  Third  Division,  Brigadier- General 
Smith  commanding,  will  leave  its  present  camp  at  5.30  a.  m.,  followed 
by  the  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding;  Artil 
lery  Brigade,  Major  Stolbrand  commanding,  supported  by  two  regi¬ 
ments  Fourth  Division;  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods  com¬ 
manding;  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Hazen  commanding. 

Major  Stolbrand,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  detail  one  light 
battery  to  report  to  General  Smith,  and  one  section  of  artillery  to  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  to  be  assigned  to  positions,  respectively,  in 
the  advance  and  rear  brigade  of  the  column.  The  very  loose  order  of 
a  portion  of  the  trains  during  to-day’s  march  renders  it  necessary  to 
again  call  the  attention  of  division  commanders  to  this  constant 
cause  of  annoy an(“e,  that  it  may  be  corrected.  Quartermasters  must 
be  required  to  remain  with  their  trains  and  oversee  their  movements  in 
person.  They  will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  all  irregularities 
liereafter.  It  is  perfectly  ])reposterous  to  thiid^  that  the  troops  should 
be  delayed  successively  for  hours,  and  thus  lose  the  necessary  amount 
of  rest,  because  a  worthless  Avagon-master  or  teamster  sees  fit  to  disre¬ 
gard  his  duties. 

All  train  animals  must  be  Avatered  before  leaving  camp,  as  it  must 
not  be  done  after  the  trains  are  once  strung  out.  Whenever  practica¬ 
ble  division  commanders  Avill  push  their  troops  alongside  of  their  re¬ 
spective  trains  and  artillery. 

*##**#*' 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FEEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  94.  )  McDonough,  Ga.,  November  16,  1861. 

This  division  will  march  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  17th  instant. 
The  troops  will,  until  further  orders,  be  supplied  with  three  days’ 
rations  in  haversacks. 

Order  of  march :  First,  Second  Brigade  as  adAmnce  guard,  each  reg¬ 
iment  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  Avagon;  second,  xiioneer 
corps,  tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage);  third, 
artillery  (one  battery) ;  fourth,  one  regiment  First  Brigade,  followed  by 
one  ambulance  and  oneAvagon;  fifth,  ammunition  train;  sixth,  divis¬ 
ion  headquarters  train  and  provost  guard ;  seA^enth,  Second  Brigade 
train;  eighth.  First  Brigade  train ;  ninth,  quartermaster’s  train ;  tentli, 
supply  train;  eleventh,  remainder  of  ambulance  corx)s  not  otherwise 
assigned;  tAvelfth,  two  regiments  First  Brigade,  Avell  deployed,  one  u])on 
each  flank  of  the  entire  train;  thirteenth,  two  regiments  First  Bri¬ 
gade,  rear  guard — one  ambulance  and  one  Avagon  for  each  of  the  flank¬ 
ing  and  rear-guard  regiments  Avill  be  placed  between  the  last  two  regi¬ 
ments. 

The  attention  of  Colonel  McCown  is  ])articularly  directed  to  the 
security  of  the  tniins,  and  h(‘.  Avill,  Avhile  on  the  march,  take  such  steps 
as  he  may  think  necessary  for  their  protection. 

"  By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  31.  BUDLONG, 

Assist  a  nt  A  dj  n  ta  n  t-  General. 
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Special  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  >  I71  ihe  Fields  near  Cotton  Fiver,  Ga., 

i^'o.  0.  )  Novemher  16,  1864. 

******* 

II.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  tlie  17th  instant,  at  6  a.  m. 
The  infantry,  until  otherwise  ordered,  will,  whenever  practicable,  move 
on  either  side  of  the  train.  The  order  of  march  will  be  as  follows:  The 
Third  Brigade  will  have  the  advance,  and  will  have  one  regiment  act 
as  advance  guard,  and  will  be  followed  by  the  pioneer  corps;  next,  the 
battery.  The  Second  Brigade  will  have  the  center.  All  wagons  will 
close  on  the  battery  as  follows:  first,  the  pioneers  corps  train;  second, 
the  Third  Brigade  train;  third,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  fourth,  the 
First  Brigade  train;  fifth,  the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the  supply  train; 
seventh,  the  ambulance  train.  The  First  Brigade  will  be  in  the  rear, 
and  have  one  regiment  act  as  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.CABPER, 

Assistant  A djutant-  Gene^'al. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  283.  )  Near  McDonough,  Ga.,  November  16,  1864. 

The  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow  are  as  follows : 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  moving  out  on  the  direct  road  to  McDonough  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  fol¬ 
low  the  First  Division,  moving  at  8  o’clock. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Sniith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
his  command  at  5  a.  m.  on  a  road  to  be  i)ointed  out  by  Captain  Reese, 
chief  engineer  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  taking  charge 
of  the  bridge  train. 

4.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  assign 
a  battery  to  each  division,  to  move  as  the  division  commander  may 
direct. 

5.  The  column  will  be  doubled  when  tiie  road  is  wide  enough,  the 
troops  moving  on  one  side  and  the  trains  and  artillery  on  the  other. 

G.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  detail 
two  regiments  to  act  as  guard  to  the  cavalry  train. 

7.  The  corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  that  part  of  the  ordnance 
train  which  moves  directly  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade  of  the  First 
Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  R.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  jR., 

A ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  t  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  Seventeenth  Army"  Corps, 

No.  151.  )  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  November  16,  1864. 

1.  The  troops  of  this  command  will  move  at  —  o’clock  to  morrow 
morning.  Col.  R.  K.  Scott,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  have  the 
advance,  disposing  of  his  troops  so  as  to  afford  assistance  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  artillery,  ordnance  train,  division  headquarters  train,  and 
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sux)ply  train  to  follow  liis  cominand.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  com- 
nianding  First  Brigade,  will  follow  the  Second,  disposing  his  command 
so  as  to  afford  j^rotection  and  assistance  to  the  ordnance  train  and  sup¬ 
ply  train  to  follow  his  command.  Ambulances,  regimental  and  brigade 
trains  will  march  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  0.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  1  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

>  In  the  Fieldj  near  McDonough^ 

No.  148.  3  Fovemher  16,  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow  morning  xiromjitly  at  G  o’clock. 
The  First  Brigade  will  move  in  advance. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

CHAS.  H.  BEUSH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  21.  )  Brandleyh  House,  Ga.,  November  16, 1864. 

Orders  for  to-morrow,  November  17,  18G4;  The  different  commands 
of  this  column  will  march  in  the  same  order  they  have  marched  to-day, 
and  will  start  at  daylight  from  their  respective  bivouacs. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  2d  Brig.,  1st.  Div.,  14th  A.  C., 

No.  1.  )  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  16,  1864. 

1.  In  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  IG,  par agr ajih  Y,  dated  liead- 
quarters  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  November  15,  T8G4, 
1  hereby  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  Thirteenth  Michigan,  and  Twenty-first 
Michigan  Yolunteer  Infantry. 

J.  H.  BEIGHAM, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.'  Second  Div.,  14tii  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  )  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  16,  1864. 

This  division  moves  at  11  this  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order:  Second 
Brigade,  battery.  First  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  ambulances,  division 
headquarters  wagons,  brigade  headquarters  wagons  in  the  order  of 
march,  hospital  train,  ordnance  train,  commissary  and  quartermaster 
trains.  Each  regimentaj  commander  will  have  his  own  wagon  imme¬ 
diately  in  rear  of  his  regiment.  Only  ambulances  sufficient  to  carry 
the  sick  and  broken-down  men  will  follow  in  rear  of  the  brigades,  the 
remainder  as  indicated  above.  Cattle  in  rear  of  all  the  trains.  All 
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wagons',  ambulances,  and  cattle  will  move  iu  the  above  order  daily  till 
further  orders.  The  brigades  will  cliaiige  daily  from  right  to  rear  as 
heretofore.  The  brigade  last  iu  the  order  of  march  will  furnish  two 
regiments  as  rear  guard  and  guard  for  the  train — fifteen  comx)anies  to 
be  distributed  along  the  train  and  five  companies  as  rear  guard,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  bring  up  all  stragglers.  The  troops  marching  with 
the  train  will  assist  the  wagons  over  bad  idaces,  hills,  &c.  The  officer 
in  command  of  the  rear  and  train  guard  will  report,  after  he  receives 
his  detail  from  brigade  headquarters,  to  Captain  Stinson,  provost- 
marshal  of  the  division,  for  orders. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan: 

T.  WISEMAN, 

Captam  and  AsHutant  Adjutant- General. 


'  Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Rock  Bridge^  November  16,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Comm  a  n  di  ng  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  General 
Geary’s  division  at  5  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  General  Ward’s  di¬ 
vision  at  the  same  hour,  and  General  Jackson  at  6  o’clock.  The  ani¬ 
mals  must  all  be  fed  and  watered  at  4  o’clock,  and  all  quartermasters 
must  give  this  matter  their  personal  attention.  General  Ward  and 
General  Jackson  will  each  detail  eight  regiments  to  assist  their 
resiiective  trains  up -the  hills  between  here  and  General  Geary’s 
l)resent  camp,  and  at  such  other  j)oints  as  may  be  necessary  on  the 
march.  All  staff  officers  of  the  entire  command  will  be  distributed 
tlirough  the  column  to  see  that  troops  and  trains  are  closed  up  and 
l>ushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  When  a  halt  is  ordered  the 
troops  and  trains  will  always  double  up,  and  when  possible  the  trains 
will  park  in  the  fields.  General  Geary  will  march  as  far  as  Sheffield 
and  there  await  orders.  Brigade  inspectors  will  attend  personally  to 
the  feeding  of  the  animals  in  the  morning,  and  certify  whether  or  not 
the  (juartermasters  are  present,  and  whether  the  animals  are  fed  as 
ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  C.  BODGEBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Yellow  River,  November  16,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Left  Wing,  this  corps 
will  march  to-morrow  toward  Social  Circle.  The  Second  Division  will 
start  at  5  a.  in.;  the  Third  Division  at  5  a.  m.;  First  Division  at  fi. 
Generals  Ward  and  Geary  will  be  in  readiness  to  start  promidly  at  the 
hour  named.  In  order^  to  facilitate  the  march  the  following  regula¬ 
tions  are  hereby  established  and  will  remain  in  force  until  further 
orders:  All  regimental  quartermasters  will  report  to  the  brigade  quar¬ 
termasters  for  assignment  to  duty  with  th.e  ti  ains.  All  officers  of  the 
(juartermaster’s  department  will  remain  constantly  on  duty  with  the 
wagon  trains.  Each  division  commander  will  detail  a  suflicient  num¬ 
ber  of  men  to  accompany  the  trains,  that  each  wagon  will  have  one 
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man  to  lock  and  unlock  tlie  wheels.  These  men  must  not  in  any  case 
he  permitted  to  stray  from  the  wagon  to  which  they  have  been  assigned. 
Brigadier- General  Ward  will  detail  100  men  to  accompany  and  assist 
the  trains  of  Captain  Schoeninger  and  Captain  Bickford.  Each  divis¬ 
ion  commander  will  keep  staff  officers  distributed  with  the  train  to  keep 
it  closed  up  and  to  urge  it  forward.  Quartermasters  are  directed  to 
put  out  of  the  trains  all  unauthorized  vehicles  that  retard  in  the  least 
the  march. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams:  . 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

AFear  Stone  Mountainj  Oa.j  November  16,  1664. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  time  of  marching  to-day  is  changed  as  follows:  The 
Second  Division  will  march  at  8  a.  m..  Third  Division  at  9  a.  m..  First 
Division  at  10  a.  m.  Commanders  of  divisions  will  instruct  their  sub¬ 
ordinate  commanders  to  have  their  troops  give  all  necessary  assistance 
to  the  trains  while  on  the  road  to  enable  them  to  keep  closed  up. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Williams: 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Geary  and  Ward.) 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Acer  Yellow  River,  Ga.,  November  16,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  of  the  corps,  this  divis¬ 
ion  will  move  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Social  Circle. 
The  animals  will  be  fed  and  watered  by  4  a.  m.,  and  all  quartermasters 
will  give  their  personal  attention  to  this  matter.  The  regulations  for 
the  march  will  be  the  same  as  those  given  verbally  for  to-day,  viz :  The 
two  leading  brigades  and  three  regiments  of  the  rear  brigade  will 
march  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  and  will  give  all  necessary  assistance 
U)  the  wagons  going  np  or  down  hill,  or  over  bad  places.  The  three 
remaining  regiments  of  this  rear  brigade  will  form  the  rear  guard. 
The  staff  officers  of  the  brigades  will  be  distributed  through  the  column 
to  see  that  the  troops  and  trains  are  closed  up  and  pushed  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  When  a  halt  is  ordered  troops  and  trains  will 
double  up  as  much  as  possible.  Brigade  inspectors  will  attend  ])erson- 
ally  to  the  feeding  of  the  animals  in  the  morning,  and  certify  whether 
or  not  the  quartermasters  are  present,  and  whether  the  animals  are  fed 
as  ordered.  Brigade  commanders  will  hold  regimental  commanders 
responsible  that  there  be  no  straggling  either  to  the  front  or  to  the 
rear.  Quartermasters  are  directed  to  ])ut  out  of  the  train  all  unauthor¬ 
ized  vehicles  that  retard  in  the  least  the  march. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  ROBINSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps,  Arma^  of  Georgia, 

Near  Stone  Mountain^  Ga.^  November  16,  1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geara", 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  I  am  directed  by  tbe  brigadier- general  commanding  to 
say  that  tbe  pontoon  train  will  moA'e  to-day  in  rear  of  tbe  leading  bri¬ 
gade  of  your  division  until  we  reach  Yellow  Elver.  Tbe  headquarters 
train  of  the  corps  and  tbe  corps  supply  train  will  move  in  rear  o^  tbe 
troops  of  tbe  rear  brigade  of  your  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  November  16,  1864. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Green,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Coynmanding  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston: 

Sir:  Colonel  Kozlay,  commanding  tbe  post  of  Folly  Island,  reports 
that  tbe  senior  naval  officer  at  Stono  has  received  instructions  to  be  on 
the  watch  for  four  cotton-clad  barges  which  tbe  rebels  have  ready  to 
send  down.  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inquire  whether  you  have  any  infor¬ 
mation  as. to  tbe  direction  from  which  these  barges  may  be  expected, 
and  as  to  the  nature  of  tbe  apprehended  attack.  Tbe  officer  command¬ 
ing  Battery  No.  2,  on  the  left  of  Cole’s  Island,  has  been  ordered  to  exer¬ 
cise  etipecial  vigilance.  This  battery  is  directly  on  tbe  bank  of  tbe 
Stono  and  nearly  opposite  tbe  obstruction  in  that  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  E.  POTTEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Comm anding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

2Iorris  Island,  S.  C.,  November  16,  1864. 

MaJ.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General  :  I  have  bad  the  Union  refugees  sounded,  with  tbe  view  of 
learning  whether  any  of  them  are  willing  to  return  for  tbe  purpose  of 
opening  communication  between  us  and  those  of  our  men  who  have 
enlisted  in  tbe  relml  service.  Neither  of  tbe  three  enlisted  men  is  will¬ 
ing  to  undertake  it.  Captain  E])eneter,  Sixth  [Seventh]  U.  S.  Colored 
Heavy  Artillery,  says  that  be  is  ready  to  return  for  the  ])urpose  referred 
to,  but  wishes  in  tbe  tirst  ])lace  to  visit  Ids  liome.  Captain  E[peneter| 
says  be  could  make  bis  way  into  Charleston,  either  directly  from  here 
or  in  a  blockade-runner  via  Nassau.  He  knows  the  city  well  and  has 
German  friends  residing  there.  All  these  escaped  ])risoners  will  go  to 
tbe  Head  to-night,  their  term  of  quarantine  having  expired,  and  you 
can  yourself  see  Cajdain  Ei)eneter,  if  you  think  tit.  I  send  herewith 
the  statement  of  these  men,  taken  yesterday,  and  of  which  you  desired 
a  copy. 

Very  resi)(‘ctfully, 

EDWAED  E.  POTTEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  170.  )  Jacl'son,  Ga.,  November  17^  1864. 

The  army  wDl  continue  its  marcli  to-morrow,  as  follows: 

1.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale,  commanding  engineer  regiment, 
will  push  the  bridge  train  to  Planters’  Factory,  starting  at  5  a.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  Seventeentli 
Army  Corps,  will  follow  the  bridge  train  at  7  a.  m. 

3.  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  his  other  two  divisions,  starting  at  7.30  a.  m.,  on  the  direct  road 
to  Planters’  Factory. 

4.  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  move  his  command  as  follows :  The  Third  Division  will  move  at 
0.30  a.  m.,  park  his  train  near  the  river  with  a  small  guard,  and  cross 
the  rest  as  fast  as  he  can  by  the  ferry.  The  remaining  three  divisions 
will  be  marched  during  the  day  to  the  vicinity  of  the  river  and  take 
position  covering  all  trains. 

5.  The  entire  crossing  will  be  effected  in  the  following  order,  viz : 
First,  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry;  second.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps; 
third,  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Corps;  fourth,  remaining  Gvo 
divisions.  Seventeenth  Corps;  fifth.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Corjis; 
sixth.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps;  seventh.  First  Division, 
Fifteenth  Corps. 

6.  After  having  commenced  crossing  the  bridge  will  be  kept  full 
night  and  day  until  the  entire  army  is  over. 

7.  At  least  a  brigade  of  infantry  from  the  First  Division,  Fifteenth 
Corps,  will  be  retained  on  the  bank  till  everything  is  crossed,  and  will 
act  as  rear  guard  to  all  trains  during  the  first  day’s  march  after  the 
bridge  is  taken  up. 

8.  The  troops  will  be  posted  on  the  other  bank  somewhat  in  the  form 
of  a  bridge-head,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  on  the  left  and  Fifteenth  on 
the  right,  leaving  plenty  of  room  for  the  trains. 

9.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  ammunition  train 
of  the  leading  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps  on  the  direct  road. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  257.  ]  Louisville.)  Ky.,  November  17)  1864. 

*#■*#*#* 

11.  By  direction  of  Major-General  Sherman,  commanding  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi,  it  is  ordered  that  all  officers  and  detach¬ 
ments  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  prevented  from  joining  their 
proper  commands  by  reason  of  the  present  movement  of  this  army  will 
proceed  forthwith  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  report  to  Major-General 
Steedman  for  assignment  to  duty. 

***#*## 

IV.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge  and  staff’ Avill  proceed  to  Saint  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  there  establish  his  headquarters  for  the  inirjiose  of  making 
out  his  reports  of  the  campaign  in  Georgia  and  conqdeting  the  records 
of  the  Left  Wing  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps.  He  will  then  await 
further  orders  from  headquarters  of  the  department  in  the  flfeld. 
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Major  Barnes,  assistant  adjutant-general,  will  accompany  General 
Dodge  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  or  other  points,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
him  in  making  his  report.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  fur¬ 
nish  transportation  for  servants,  horses,  public  and  private  property. 
******  ^ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

WM.  T.  CLAKK, 
Assistant^  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

IS'o.  174.  \  Jachsoii,  Oa.^  November  17,  1864. 

I.  The  movement  of  the  corps  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows :  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Smith,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  his  com¬ 
mand  at  5  a.  m.  to  Planters’  Factory,  and  will  commence  at  once  to 
cross  his  troops  on  the  flat-boat  now  there,  leaving,  however,  the  train 
and  artillery  on  this  side  of  the  river  until  the  pontoon  train  is  laid 
down.  The  corps  will  take  up  a  defensive  position  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ocmulgee  Kiver  and  will  throw  up  light 
works.  Brigadier- General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  and 
Major  Stolbrand,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  remain  in  their 
present  position  until  further  orders.  Brigadier-Generals  Hazen  and 
Woods,  commanding  Second  and  First  Divisions,  will  march  their  com¬ 
mands  at  5  a.  m.  to  Indian  Springs,  where  they  will  encamp,  taking  a 
strong  position  facing  south  and  east,  and  await  further  orders. 

II.  Commissaries  will,  until  further  orders,  issue  only  three-quarter 
rations  of  breadstuffs  and  sugar.  Full  rations  of  all  other  articles  will 
be  issued  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FEEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
^Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  3d  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

>  In  the  Field,  four  miles  southeast  of 
No.  95.  )  Jachson,  Ga.,  November  17,  1864. 

This  command  will  move  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  18th  instant. 

Order  of  march :  First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  as  advance  guard, 
followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  second,  pioneer  corps, 
tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage);  third,  three 
regiments  First  Brigade,  each  regiment  followed  by  one  ambulance  and 
one  wagon;  fourth,  artillery  (Captain  Arndt’s  battery);  fifth,  one  regi¬ 
ment  First  Brigade;  sixth,  ammunition  train;  seventh,  division  head- 
(piarters  train  and  provost  guard ;  eighth.  First  Brigade  train ;  ninth. 
Second  Brigade  train;  tenth,  quartermaster’s  train;  eleventh,  supply 
train;  twelfth,  remainder  of  ambulance  corps  not  otherwise  assigned; 
thirteenth,  two  regiments  Second  Brigade,  well  deployed,  one  upon  each 
hank  of  all  the  trains;  fourteenth,  two  regiments  Second  Brigade,  rear 
guard  ;  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon  for  each  regiment  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade  will  be  placed  between  the  last  two  regiments. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BED  LONG, 

A  ss  is  tan  t  A  dju  tant-G  en  era  1. 
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Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

I)i  the  Fields  near  Jackson^  Ga.,  November  17,  1864. 

In  order  to  secure  to  the  soldier  an  equal  share  of  stores  gathered 
from  the  country,  each  brigade  commander  will  send  out  daily,  until 
further  orders,  foraging  parties,  composed  of  fifty  privates  and  an  ade¬ 
quate  number  of  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  whose 
duty  it  Avill  be  to  gather  forage  and  meat  rations.  These  parties  will 
in  no  case  go  beyond  supporting  distance  from  the  main  column.  The 
supplies  collected  must  be  brought  to  the  roadside  and  there  loaded  in 
their  respective  brigade  wagons  and  turned  over  to  brigade  quarter¬ 
masters.  Cattle  and  shee])  are  to  be  driven  on  the  hoof  whenever  x)rac- 
ticable.  The  officers  in  charge  of  these  parties  should  enforce  the 
strictest  discipline  and  order.  Foraging  jDarties  will  on  no  pretense  be 
permitted  to  enter  houses  except  by  written  authority  from  the  division 
commander.  The  assistant  provost-marshal  Avill  see  this  last  clause 
strictly  enforced,  and  will  arrest  all  soldiers  found  in  houses  without 
competent  authority. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAEPEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  7.  )  Bi  the  Field,  near  Jackson,  Ga.,  November  17,  1864. 

I.  The  Fourth  Division  will  resume  its  march  to-morrow,  the  18th 
instant,  at  6  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order:  The  Second  Brigade  will 
have  the  advance;  the  First  Brigade  will  move  in  the  center;  the 
Third  Brigade  will  bring  up  the  rear.  The  brigade  in  the  advance 
and  the  brigade  in  the  rear  will  have  one  regiment,  respectively,  as 
advance  and  rear  guard.  From  the  regiment  acting  as  advance  guard 
one  large  company  will  be  furnished  to  Capt.  H.  L.  Burnham,  assistant 
provost-marshal  of  this  division,  to  act  as  provost  guard.  The  i)ioneer 
corps  will  follow  the  advance  regiment.  The  trains  will  follow  well 
closed  up — first,  the  pioneer  corps  train;  second,  the  Second  Brigade 
train ;  third,  the  First  Brigade  train ;  fourth,  the  Third  Brigade  train ; 
fifth,  the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the  supply  train;  seventh,  the  ambu¬ 
lance  frain. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAEPEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  284.  f  Jackson,  Ga.,  November  17,  1864. 

The  order  for  to-morrow’s  movements  are  as  folloAvs: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  his  command  at  7.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  on  the 
direct  road  to  Idanters’  Factory. 

2.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett  commanding,  will 
folloAV  the  First  Division  at  8.30  a.  m. 

3.  JMaj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  assign 
a  battery  to  each  division,  to  move  therewith  as  the  division  com¬ 
mander  may  direct. 
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4.  The  cohimii  will  be  doubled  when  the  road  is  wide  enough,  the 
troops  moving  ou  the  right  of  the  artillery  aud  trains. 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett  will  cause  two  regiments  to  be  detailed 
from  his  command  to  act  as  rear  guard  to  the  cavalry  train. 

6.  The  corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  that  part  of  the  ordnance 
train  which  moves  directly  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade  of  the  First 
Division. 

7.  The  crossing  of  the  river  will  be  in  the  following  order :  First, 
Fourth  Division;  second,  First  Division;  third,  Third  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  OADLE,  Jr  , 

A ssistan  t  A djiitanf-  G enera  1. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  152.  )  In  the  Fields  Ga.,  November  17,  1861. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  command  will  march  at  8  a.  m.,  the  Second 
Brigade  having  the  advance.  The  particulars  of  the  march  will  be 
given  before  starting. 

II.  The  hour  of  marching  to-morrow  is  8.30  a.  in.  The  First  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have  the  advance;  artillery 
trains  and  ambulances  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  0.  DOUGLASS, 
Asustant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  25.  )  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  November  17,  1861.  \ 

Tlie  following  orders  are  published  for  the  government  of  troops  on 
this  campaign : 

I.  Bear  guards  and  foraging  parties  will  be  immediately  established 
as  prescribed  in  orders  from  superior  headquarters.  All  surgeons  and 
majors  will  remain  constantly  in  rear  of  their  respective  regiments,  per¬ 
mitting  no  one  to  fall  behind  except  such  as  are  unable  to  march,  and 
providing  them  with  transportation  in  ambulances.  Bear  guards  will 
arrest  all  stragglers,  no  matter  to  what  command  they  may  belong, 
forwarding  them  at  night  to  the  headquarters  to  which  they  are  attached 
for  final  disposition.  If  mounted  their  horses  will  be  taken  for  tli(‘ 
disabled  and  sore-footed  soldiers,  but  will  be  sent  with  them  to  head¬ 
quarters. 

-  IT.  Every  means  possible  will  be  taken  to  facilitate  the  movement  of 
trains.  To  this  end,  when  a  halt  occurs,  either  for  a  rest  or  on  account 
of  the  road  being  blockaded  in  front,  brigade  commanders  and  officers 
in  charge  of  trains  will  mass  them  whenever  the  ground  will  permit, 
leaving  the  road  clear  wlien  practicable.  In  moving,  when  the  road  will 
permit,  the  wagons  will  move  two  abreast.  Every  wagon  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  two  men  beside  the  driver,  with  a  non-commissioned  oificer 
for  every  five  wagons,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  act  as  guard,  to  lock  the 
wheels  Avhen  necessary,  and  to  use  their  utmost  endeavor  to  assist  in 
getting  the  wagons  through  muddy  places  or  iq)  steej)  hills.  A  staff 
officer  from  these  headfjuarters  will  accomi)any  tlu‘.  train  each  day,  who, 
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ill  connection  with  the  quartermaster,  commissary,  ordnance  officer,  and 
one  officer  detailed  from  each  brigade  in  charge  of  the  men  with  the 
wagons,  and  one  officer  and  thirty  men  from  the  pioneer  corps,  will  see 
that  no  delay  occurs  with  the  trains. 

III.  Company  commanders  will  be  held  responsible  that  no  straggling 
is  allowed  from  their  commands,  and  their  names,  as  well  as  officers  in 
charge  of  foraging  parties  who  permit  men  to  leave  the  ranks,  will  be 
reported  to  these  headquarters. 

IV.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  both  officers  and  men  of  this 
command  will  keep  constantly  in  mind  that  we  are  not  warring  upon 
women  and  children.  Foraging  parties  will  take  such  articles  as  are 
needed  for  the  health  or  subsistence  of  the  men,  but  no  houses  will  be 
entered  by  them,  and  all  officers,  guards,  or  soldiers  are  ordered  to 
shoot  on  the  spot  any  person  caught  firing  a  building,  or  any  other 
property,  without  orders. 

Y.  Brigade,  regimental,  and  company  commanders  will  see  that  no 
firing  of  guns  either  on  the  march  or  in  camp  is  permitted.  This 
unsoldierly  and  unmilitar}^  practice  must  be  stopped. 

VI.  In  marching  heavy  columns  on  the  same  road  fatiguing  and  late 
marches  are  unavoidable.  Soldiers  will  find  a  great  relief,  if  not  a  cer¬ 
tain  preventative,  for  sore  feet  in  nightly  bathing  them  in  cold  water; 
and  every  care  possible  should  be  taken  for  their  cleanliness,  which  is 
a  great  promoter  of  health. 

VII.  Our  limited  amount  of  rations  render  it  necessary  to  prevent 
the  increase  of  mouths  to  feed.  Officers  must  do  with  their  present 
number  of  servants  until  the  end  of  this  campaign;  but  all  foraging 
])arties  or  other  officers  will  send  such  able-bodied  negroes  as  desire  it 
to  the  pioneer  corps  until  150  are  obtained;  no  others  will  be  taken. 
All  ca])tured  horses  and  mules  will  be  turned  over  to  Captain  Wilson, 
assistant  ([uartermaster,  to  replace  such  as  are  run  down  in  the  trains. 

VIII.  The  practice  of  marching  regiments  stretched  out  to  two  or 
three  times  their  natural  length  is  so  unsoldierlike  and  unnecessary 
that  all  commanding  officers  who  take  any  pride  in  their  regiments 
will,  I  am  sure,  take  measures  to  prevent  it.  Commanding  officers  of 
(ompanies  can  and  must  march  their  men  in  good  order. 

IX.  This  order  will  be  read  to  every  regiment  and  detachment  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  its  reception,  and  assistant  inspectors-general 
and  provost-marshals  are  charged  with  its  execution. 

Bv  order  of  Bilg.  Oen.  (riles  A  Smith: 

CHAS.  H.  BRUSH, 

First  lAeutenant  and  Acthuj  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


TJlcofauhachee  BriiXtK,  Xovemher  17,  18(i4 — .7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman : 

I  have  just  arrived  at  this  point  and  shall  move  my  command  to 
near  Madison  to-morrow.  If  1  meet  with  no  opposition  1  sliall  push  om^ 
division  Saturday  morning,  unencumbered  by  wagons,  to  destroy  the 
railroad  and  wagon  bridges  over  tlie  ()('Oiie(‘  River,  with  .instructions 
to  Join  me  at  Eatonton  on  Sunday.  I  sliall  pnsli  a  brigade  into  Madi¬ 
son  to  destroy  all  iiublii*  property  and  such  private  property  as  can  be 
of  use  to  the  enemy,  and  shall  move  my  main  command  toward  Eaton¬ 
ton  while  this  is  being  done.  I  ho])e  to  be  in  Eatonton  Sunday  even- 
big.  I  have  seen  no  eiieinv  and  everything  is  working  well. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Yellow  River ^  Novemher  17,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  at  sunrise,  cross  a 
pontoon  bridge  over  the  YelloAv  River  (which  Colonel  Buell  will  have 
laid  by  that  time),  and  march  to  Covington,  where  further  orders  will 
reach  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Brandlefs  House,  November  17,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  marching  at  daylight  you  push 
direct  for  the  river  this  side  of  Covington.  You  will  destroy  live  miles 
of  the  railroad  this  side  of  the  river,  secure  the  crossings  of  YelloAv 
River,  and  go  into  camp  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  general  thinks 
you  Avill  be  able  to  secure  some  forage  and  provisions  on  to-morrow’s 
march. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Headquarters  First  Division, 

[■  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  )  Camp  on  Yellow  River,  Novemher  17,  1864. 

I.  Capt.  Isaac  Brink  worth.  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  is  hereby  announced  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  commanding. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  \V.  P.  (hirliii : 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  12.  )  Camp  on  Yellow  River,  Novemher  17,  1864. 

I.  Tlie  use  of  cartridges  in  killing  of  slice]),  hogs,  cattle,  &c.,  foraged 
in  the  country  is  positively  forbidden.  Ammunition  is  too  scarce  to 
be  wasted  for  such  purposes. 

II.  No  houses,  mills,  or  any  buildings  of  any  kind  will  be  set  on  fire 
uidess  by  order  of  the  division  commander,  and  care  must  be  taken  not 
to  kindle  or  burn  fires  in  the  vicinity  of  forests,  where  they  would  be 
likely  to  s])read  over  the  (‘.ountry.  This  order  Avill  be  read  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment  to  every  regiment  in  this  division. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin: 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

'Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

N'ear  Flat  Creek^  Ga.,  November  17^  1864. 

This  corps  will  march  to-morrow  as  follows:  The  Second  Division  at 
5  a.  m.,  Third  Division  at  6  a.  m.,  First  Division  at  8  a.  m.,  taking  the 
road  through  Social  Circle  to  Madison.  The  trains  of  Captain  Schoe- 
ninger  and  Captain  Bickford  will  march  between  the  Third  and  First 
Divisions.  General  Ward  will  detail  100  men  to  report  to  Captain 
Schoeninger  to  assist  his  and  the  commissary  train.  The  pontoon 
train  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade  of  General 
Geary’s  division.  Commanders  of  divisions  will  instruct  their  brigade 
commanders  to  march  their  troops  as  much  as  possible  on  the  side  of 
the  road,  along  the  trains.  Brigade  commanders  should  give  their  i)er- 
sonal  attention  to  the  movement  of  the  trains  in  their  charge;  see 
that  in  case  of  necessity  prompt  assistance  is  rendered.  They  will 
also  take  measures  to  stop  the  straggling  from  the  column  and  the  un¬ 
authorized  firing  so  noticeable  to-day.  If  necessary  they  will  deploy 
flankers  and  keep  their  men  together.  If  it  is  necessary  to  kill  ani¬ 
mals  for  subsistence  it  must  be  done  by  other  means  than  shooting, 
and  only  by  j^ersons  properly  authorized. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Williams: 

BOBT.  P.  DECHEKT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Flat  Creek.,  Ga.,  November  17,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order: 
Second  Brigade  in  advance,  Third  Brigade  following,  and  the  First 
Brigade  in  rear.  The  two  leading  brigades,  with  the  exception  of  one 
regiment  of  leading  brigade  for  advanced  guard  and  two  regiments  of 
the  rear  brigade,  will  march  on  the  side  of  the  road  along  the  trains. 
Brigade  commanders  should  give  their  iirompt  attention  to  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  trains  in  their  charge;  see  that,  in  case  of  necessity, 
])rompt  assistance  is  rendered.  They  will  also  take  measures  to  stoj) 
the  straggling  from  the  column  and  the  unauthorized  firing  so  notice¬ 
able  to-day,  and  of  which  complaints  have  been  made  by  superior 
headquarters.  If  necessary  they  will  deploy  flankers  to  keep  their  men 
together.  If  it  is  necessary  to  kill  animals  for  subsistence  it  must  be 
done  by  other  means  than  shooting,  and  only  by  persons  properly 
authorized. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  hi.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  EOBIXSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Near  Stockhridge,  Ga.,  November  17,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Caralrg  Division: 

I  am  highly  gratified  at  your  dash  and  sweep,  and  to  your  brave 
officers  and  men.  You  must  employ  wagons  of  indifierent  materials  if 
you  have  not  ambulances  enougli.  Your  aide  will  exi)laiu  my  mareli. 
If  you  can  find  a  bridge  below  you  had  better  take  it,  but  I  think  there 
is  none.  My  headquarters  at  Jackson  to-night;  to-morrow  night  at 
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tlie  river.  1  want  you  to  make  G.  tbink  we  are  making  for  Macon, 
via  Forsyth.  I  think  he  Avill  concentrate  ev  erything  but  his  cavalry  at 
Macon  as  soon  as  possible,  but  he  may  hope  to  head  ns  off  and  create 
delay,  particularly  if  he  has  as  many  old  soldiers  as  you  say.  Please 
communicate  to-morrow  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Majoy-OeneraJ. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  (Avalry  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Novemher  17,  1864. 

The  general  commanding  desires  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all 
officers  and  men  the  great  importance  of  carefully  saving  their  ammu¬ 
nition  and  properly  caring  for  their  horses.  Kegimental  commanders 
will  be  held  responsible  for  any  unnecessary  skirmishing  and  every 
round  fired  away  without  sufficient  reason.  The  firing  last  evening- 
in  both  brigades  (Colonels  Atkins  and  Murray),  and  throughout  the 
entire  command  on  the  march  from  Bear  Creek  Station,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  regimental  camps,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  hogs,  Avas  most 
unmilitary,  and  a  willful  waste  of  ammunition.  This  must  cease  at 
once. 

The  general  commanding  calls  upon  brigade,  regimental,  and  com¬ 
pany  commanders  to  enforce  this  order.  Let  the  men  cat(R  and  kill 
their  hogs  with  their  sabers,  a  weapon  that  can  be  used  equally  as  well 
to  kill  hogs  as  rebels. 

No  trotting  of  horses  will  hereafter  be  alloAved.  All  marching  and  for¬ 
mations  must  be  made  at  a  walk.  All  company  officers  who  allow  the 
men  of  their  companies  to  trot  their  horses,  Avithout  orders  having  been 
properly  received  to  that  effect,  and  by  the  bugle  from  the  head  of  the 
column,  will  be  dismounted,  placed  under  arrest,  and  sent  to  march 
Avith  the  division  train  till  vSuch  point  is  reached  Avhere  a  court-martial 
can  be  convened  for  their  trial  and  dismissal. 

Each  regimental  commander  must  be  furnished  Avith  a  copy  of  this 
order,  and  will  cause  it  to  be  read  to  his  regiment,  paraded  for  that 
X)urpose,  twice  each  day  until  further  orders. 

The  general  commanding  division  gives  fair  warning  that  this  order 
must  be  obeyed  to  the  letter. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Kil])atrick; 

L.  G.  ESTES, 

Uipta'ni  and  AssinUDit  Adjutant- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  171. 

*  * 


1 1 E ADQU AR I’ERS  DE P AR^l'MENT  AND 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Planters'  Factory,  Ga.,  Novemher  18,  1864. 
*  *  #  #  * 


II.  The  army  will  move  to-morroAv  as  follows:  First,  the  Seventeenth 
Cor])s,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  via  Monticello,  toward  Hills¬ 
borough,  starting  at  7  a.  m.  Second,  Major-General  Osterhaus  Avill 
commence  his  movement  at  fi  a.  m.  General  J.  E.  Smith’s  division  Avill 
l)roceed  on  the  Hillsborough  road  toAvard  Clinton  and  Avill  encanq)  to- 
morroAV  night,  if  i)racticable,  about  three  miles  beyond  Hillsborough. 
The  other  three  divisions  Avill  be  marched  toward  Hillsborough  by  both 
routes,  at  the  option  of  General  Osterhaus.  Third,  Brigadier-General 
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Kilpatrick  will  cross  in  rear  of  the  iSeveuteenth  Cor])s  at  4  a.  m.  to¬ 
morrow,  take  the  Hillsborough  road  aud  auy  road  to  the  right  he  may 
choose  between  the  Clinton  road  and  the  river.  He  will  make  for  the 
Macon  and  Augusta  Eailroad  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  fulfill  the  in¬ 
structions  already  received  from  General  Sherman.  His  supply  train 
will  follow  that  part  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  that  passes  through  Monti- 
cello.  The  cavalry  regimeut  at  Towaliga  Creek  will  be  moved  up  to 
the  bridge  as  early  as  12  m.  to-morrow  and  will  act  as  guard  for  the 
supply  train.  Fourth,  the  brigade  of  infantry  heretofore  ordered  as 
rear  guard  will  carefully  guard  the  bridge  train  till  it  reaches  Hills¬ 
borough,  via  Mouticello.  Fifth,  Captain  Keese,  chief  engineer,  will 
direct  the  taking  up  of  the  bridge  after  the  army  has  crossed.  Sixth, 
the  cattle,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Todd,  acting  commissary  of  sub¬ 
sistence,  will  cross  at  Koach-s  Ferry  and  move,  viaMonticello,  to  Hills¬ 
borough.  Seventh,  the  trains  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with 
the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  on  the  direct  Hillsborough 
road.  Eighth,  the  commander  of  the  rear  guard  before  crossing  will  de¬ 
stroy  the  (;otton  factory  and  all  cotton  found  in  large  quantities,  but 
will  not  destroy  the  fiouring  mill  at  this  place.  Attention  is  again 
called  to  Special  Field  Orders,  Ko.  120,  of  General  Sherman.*  Head¬ 
quarters  will  be  at  Hillsborough  to-morrow  night. 

#  ^  *  *  #  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 

A ssistan t  A djutmii- Genera}. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Arma^  Corps, 

No.  175.  )  In  the  Fieldj  Ga.,  Xovemher  18^  1804. 

******* 

II.  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  commanding  Second  Division,  will 
leave  his  present  camp  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  march  on  the  direct 
road  to  Roach’s  Ferry.  There  he  will  at  once  commence  crossing  his 
troops  by  the  flat-boat.  All  headquarters  and  regimental  wagons  may 
be  crossed  by  the  same  means 5  the  supply  and  ordnance  trains  must, 
however,  be  sent  to  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Ocmulgee  Mills,  under  an 
escort  of  two  regiments  of  infantry.  As  soon  as  General  Hazen’s  com¬ 
mand  is  over,  he  will  march  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  to 
Monticello,  and  thence  by  the  most  direct  road  to  Hillsborough. 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  commanding  Third  Division,  will 
move  his  command  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  on  the  most  direct  road  to 
Hillsborough,  leaving  the  Monticello  and  Clinton  road  to  his  left.  The 
battery  of  artillery  now  with  the  Third  Division  will  report  to  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Smitli  for  assignment  in  his  column. 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse  will  take  possession  of  the  ixuitoon  bridge 
at  Ocmulgee  at  0  o’clock  to-morrow,  and  cross  his  command  with  all 
possible  expedition.  When  across  he  will  march  to  Hillsborougli,  fol¬ 
lowing  General  Smith’s  division. 

As  soon  as  Brigadier-General  llazeif  s  command  hasfairly  marched 
out  of  Indian  Springs,  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  his  command  on  the  direct  road  to  Ocmulgee  Mills 
(or  Flanters’  Factory),  and  cross  the  river  on  the  ])ontoon  bridge  in  rear 
of  general  ammuiiftion  and  supply  train,  following  the  division  of 
Brigadier-General  Corse  to  Hillsborough. 
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yi.  The  section  of  artillery  now  at  Indian  8i)rings  will  report  to 
General  C.  K.  Woods,  conimanding'  First  Division,  for  assignment  in 
his  column. 

VII.  Whenever  it  is  practicable  the  troops  must  be  marched  along¬ 
side  the  trains,  with  the  exception  of  the  leading  and  rear  brigades, 
which  must  remain  unencumbered  and  ready  for  any  emergency.  Most 
of  the  roads  can,  with  the  assistance  of  the  pioneer  corps,  easilj-  be 
widened  out  for  a  double  column.  The  practice  of  marching  troops  by 
single  file  must  be  discontinued;  thej’^  always  must  move  by  fours  and 
well  closed  up. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FBEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjuta  nt-  Genera  I. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

^  In  the  Fields  two  yniles  south  of  Planters' 

Ko.  90.  )  Mills,  Ga.,  November  18^  1864. 

This  command  will  move  at  0  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  19th  instant. 

Order  of  march:  First,  one  regiment  Hecond  Brigade  as  advance 
guard,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  second,  pioneer 
corps,  tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage)  ;  third, 
remainder  of  Second  Brigade,  each  regiment  followed  by  one  ambn- 
lance  and  one  wagon;  fourth.  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Light  Artil¬ 
lery;  fifth,  one  regiment  First  Brigade,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and 
one  wagon;  sixth,  ammunition  train;  seventh,  division  headquarters 
train  and  provost  guard;  eighth,  Second  Brigade  train;  ninth,  First 
Brigade  train;  tenth,  quartermaster’s  train;  elev^enth,  supply  train; 
twelfth,  ambulance  corj)s,  excejit  those  assigned  to  regiments  and  de¬ 
tachments;  thirteenth,  two  regiments  First  Brigade,  well  deployed, 
one  ui)on  each  flank  of  all  the  trains;  fourteenth,  two  regiments  First 
Brigade,  rear  guard — one  ambulance  and  one  wagon  for  each  of  the 
flanking  and  rear-guard  regiments  will  be  placed  between  the  last  two 
regiments.  • 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Ansistant  Adjiitanl General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  S  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  8.  )  In  the  Field,  near  Jackson,  Ga.,  Novemher  48,  1864. 

I.  The  regiment  acting  as  rear  guard  will  furnish  one  commissioned 
oflicer,  three  non-commissioned  officers,  and  twenty  men,  to  follow  in 
rear  of  the  column  when  on  the  march,  to  destroy  by.  burning  all  cot¬ 
ton  found.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  will  make  a  report  daily 
to  the  division  provost-marshal,  who  will  send  to  corps  headquarters  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  bales  so  destroyed.  The  brigade  commanders 
will  furnish  the  commissioned  officer  so  detailed  written  instructions. 

II.  This  command  will  move  at  once  in  the  order  prescribed  in  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  7,  from  these  headquarters. 

III.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  19th  instant,  at  5  a.  in. 
shaiq),  as  follows;  The  First  Brigade  will  have  the  advance;  the  Third 
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Brigade  Avill  move  in  the  center  j  the  Second  Brigade  Avill  bring  up  tlie 
rear.  The  brigade  in  the  advance  and  tlie  brigade  in  the  rear  Avill  have 
one  regiment,  I’espectively,  as  advance  and  rear  guard.  The  provost 
guard  Avill  be  furnished  as  heretofore  from  the  advance  regiment.  The 
pioneer  corps  will  follow  the  advance  regiment.  The  trains  Avill  follow 
it,  well  closed  up — first,  the  pioneer  corps  train  j  second,  the  First 
Brigade  train ;  third,  the  Third  Brigade  train ;  fourth,  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade  train;  fifth,  the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the  supply  train ;  seA^enth. 
the  ambulance  corps.  Eeveille  to  be  sounded  at  3.30  a.  m. 

Ba"  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAKPEE, 

Assistd )i  f  A  (ljufan t-Genend. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  285.  )  In  the  Fields  Ga.,  Fovemher  18,  1864. 

1 .  The  orders  for  the  movement  to-morroAv  are  as  follows : 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  1).  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Oivision,  Avill  have 
the  advance,  and  will move  at  7  o’clock,  on  the  road  to  Monticello. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Dhdsion,  Avill  follow 
the  Third  Division,  moving  at  8  o’clock. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  DiAusiou,  Avill  follow 
the  First  Division,  moAung  at  9  o’clock. 

4.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  Avill  assign 
a  battery  to  each  division,  to  move  as  the  division  commander  may 
direct. 

5.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  Avill  follow  that  portion  of  the 
ordnance  train  Avhich  moves  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade  of  the  Third 
DiAusion. 

II.  Each  division  commander  in  this  corps  Avill  at  once  cause  to  be 
detailed  from  his  command  ten  good  men  avIio  have  had  experience  as 
teamsters,  for  driving  in  pontoon  train,  to  report  forthwith  to  Captain 
Buzard  in  charge. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssistdnt  Adjutant- Genera /. 


Special  J  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeen jti  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  153.  )  .  In  the  Field,  Ga.^  Novemher  18,  1864. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  command  Avill  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-morroAv.  Tlie 
Second  Brigade,  Col.  E.  K.  Scott  commanding,  Avill  liaA^e  the  advance. 
Artillery  trains  and  ambulances  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

4.  C.  DOUGLASS, 

A  .'isistant  A  dj  n  taut-  Gen  era  1. 


ITeadqttarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  . 

In  the  Field,  near  Yellotv  River.)  Ga.)  Fovemher  18.,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Whuj)  Ac.  : 

Disi)atch  received.  Allis  AA'ell  Avith  this  column,  which  Avill  be  to¬ 
night  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  Ul(*ofauha(*hee,  and  to-morroAA"  Avill  talo* 
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tlie  Milledgeville  road,  leaviug  you  the  Eatoutoii  road.  Don’t  be  in  a 
liurry,  but  break  uj)  that  railroad  as  far  as  the  Oconee  in  the  most 
thorough  manner,  so  that  every  rail  will  be  disabled;  better  do  that 
work  well  now  when  there  is  no  opposition,  and  you  will  have  to  give 
it  personal  attention  else  it  will  be  slighted  by  your  officers.  Impress 
on  them  its  great  importance,  and  that,  if  done  well  now,  it  will  not 
have  to  be  gone  over  at  some  future  time  under  less  favorable  circum¬ 
stances.  I  had  every  man  of  Davis’  command  at  work  yesterday  all 
day  and  into  the  night,  and  yet  they  slighted  some  of  their  work,  but 
I  will  set  them  at  work  again  to-day  between  the  Yellow  and  Alcovy 
Eivers  about  Covington.  Our  own  experience  shows  how  easily  roads 
may  be  relaid  if  we  have  iron;  therefore,  I  want  each  bar  of  iron  actu¬ 
ally  twisted,  either  around  a  tree,  or  with  one  of  the  hooks. 

One  division  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  go  down  to  the  bridges  on 
Oconee.  If  you  reach  Eatonton  by  Monday,  it  will  be  early  enough. 
Keep  your  men  fresh,  and  devour  large  quantities  of  the  potatoes  and 
corn  along  the  route. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  21.  )  ITlcofauhachee  River.;  Novemher  18;  1864. 

Until  further  orders  the  Artillery  Brigade  of  the  corps  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows :  The  Nineteenth  Indiana  Battery  will  constitute 
the  reserve  artillery  of  the  corps,  and,  together  with  the  artillery  ammu¬ 
nition  train,  will  be  under  the  immediate  control  of  Major  Hough taling, 
chief  of  artillery;  Battery  C  of  the  First  Illinois  is  assigned  to  the 
First  Division;  Battery  I,  Second  Illinois,  is  assigned  to  the  First  [Sec¬ 
ond]  Division;  and  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery,  to  the  Third  Division. 
These  batteries  will  report  directly  to  the  division  commanders,  will  be 
taken  up  on  the  returns  and  reports  of  the  divisions,  and  will  be 
rationed  by  the  division  commissaries. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  jSta  f. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ulcofauhachee  River ;  November  18,  1864. 

The  corps  commander  has  observed  within  the  last  two  days  a  great 
increase  of  straggling  and  marauding,  which  must  be  checked,  not  only 
for  the  reputation  of  the  corps,  but  for  the  safety  of  the  men.  Men 
must  be  taught  that,  even  in  the  midst  of  an  enemy’s  country,  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  humanity  must  at  least  be  observed,  and  that  no  good  can 
result  to  the  cause  of  their  country  from  indiscriminate  destruction  of 
])r()perty  or  burning  of  the  homes  of  women  and  children.  Division  com¬ 
manders  will  take  immediate  steps  to  preventthese  disorders  among  their 
own  men,  and,  as  the  most  effective  method,  should  hold  the  interme¬ 
diate  commanders  directly  resimnsible  for  the  enforcement  of  orders  on 
the  subject,  not  forgetting  that  the  general  commanding  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi  has  forbidden  men  entering  houses  on  any 
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pretense,  i^'requent  roll-calls  should  be  inescribed  and  enforced.  In 
gross  cases  of  olfense^  not  only  the  otfender  himself  (the  enlisted  man), 
but  his  immediate  commanding  officer,  should  be  punished.  IDspecially 
stringent  measures  should  be  taken  to  force  officers  intrusted  with  for¬ 
aging  parties  to  keep  their  men  together  and  control  them.  The  safety 
of  the  men  demands  this.  In  particular,  quartermasters  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  in  charge  of  trains  and  detailed  men  must  be  taught  (what  they 
seemed  never  to  have  learned)  that  they  are  just  as  resx)onsible  for  the 
whereabouts  and  conduct  of  their  men  as  the  captain  of  a  company  is 
for  his,  and  not  only  for  the  conduct  of  their  own  men,  but  for  all  men 
about  their  trains.  Let  it  be  instilled  into  all  that  the  true  soldier  is 
chivalrous  as  well  as  brave. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Map  Gen.  J.  O.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  s  in  the  Field,  Ga.,  November  18, 1864. 

Orders  for  to-morrow,  November  19, 1864 :  General  Morgan  will  move 
at  daylight  on  the  road  leading  to  Shady  Dale,  and  will  be  followed  bjq 
successively,  the  headquarters  trains  of  the  Military  Division  and  the 
cor])s,  the  reserve  artillery,  the  artillery  ammunition  trains,  and  the 
First  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics,  with  their  trains.  General 
Baird  will  march  on  the  same  road  immediately  in  the  rear  of  these 
trains;  General  Carlin  immediately  in  rear  of  General  Baird;  Colonel 
Buell’s  command,  with  the  pontoon  train,  in  the  rear  of  General  Carlin; 
Colonel  Cogswell’s  brigade  will  bring  up  the  rear,  and  constitute  the 
rear  guard. 

■  By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ulcofauhachee  Fiver,  November  18,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commandmg  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  forward  at  the  earliest 
dawn  to  the  bridge  over  the  Ulcofauhachee  River  two  companies  of 
infantry,  with  instructions  to  repair  the  flooring  for  the  passage  of 
your  trains  and  remain  as  guards  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Cogs¬ 
well’s  column. 

1  have  the  honoi  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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llEADC^UARTERS  TWENTIETH  OOKPS, 

Doctor  Jones^  House ^  four  miles  from  Madison^ 

November  IS,  1864 — o.SOp.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Bodoers, 

Assista7i  t  A  djutan  t-  Genera  I  : 

Colonel:  I  liave  encamped  Ward’s  division  at  this  place,  tour  miles 
from  Madison.  - 1  have  ordered  General  Jachson’s  division  to  encainji 
at  Brown’s  house,  one  mile  and  a  half  in  tlie  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- Genera  I,  Comm  anding. 

P.  S. — From  information  received  I  think  the  trains  of  both  divis¬ 
ions  are  well  closed  up.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  I  shall  march  at 
5  o’clock  in  the  morning. 


Headquarters  Left  Wino,  Army  of  Georoia, 

Near  Madison  Grove,  November  IS,  1S64,  (Eeceived  7.15  ]>.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Tiventieth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  General  Geary,  with  his 
division  and  Knap’s  battery,  move  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  the  Oconee 
River,  destroy  the  bridges,  both  railroad  and  wagon,  and  rejoin  the 
main  column  by  Sunday  evening  near  Eatonton.  General  Geary 
will  move  without  transportation,  except  wagons  for  iiioneer  corps  and 
ambulances.  You  will  send  two  brigades  to  report  at  these  head- 
(juarters  at  0  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  without  transportation 
(except  wagons  for  x)ioneers).  The  remainder  of  your  corps  will  move 
to-morrow  morning  at  an  early  hour,  taking  charge  of  all  the  transpor¬ 
tation  of  the  corps,  through  Madison,  and  encamp  to-morrow  night 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  latter  jilace  on  the  road  to  Eatonton.  The 
two  brigades  ordered  to  report  here  will  rejoin  you  to-morrow  jiight. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  KOHGEKS, 
Assistan f  Adjutan t-  Genera  I. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentif/i'h  Corps, 

Jones’’  House,  Ga.,  November  1^,  1864. 

The  movement  of  this  corps  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows: 

General  Geary  and  his  division,  witli  Captain  Sloan’s  battery,  will 
move  at  5  a.  m.  to  the  Oconee  River,  to  destroy  the  bridges  there,  and 
will  rejoin  the  main  column  by  next  Sunday  night,  near  Eatonton. 
General  Geary  will  report  to  Major-Geneial  Slocum  for  detailed  in¬ 
structions.  His  ambulances  and  jiioneer  tool  wagons  only  will  accom¬ 
pany  his  troops;  all  other  transiiortation  of  his  division  will  march 
with  the  main  column,  the  quartermasters,  Ac.,  remainiiig  with  them. 

General  Ward,  with  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  his  division, 
will  report  for  a  special  duty  at  b  a.  m.  to  Major-General  Slocum.  In 
order  to  do  so  they  will  leave  their  i)resent  cam])  at  5  a.  m.  The  main 
column  will  move  as  follows:  One  brigade  of  General  dackson’s  divis¬ 
ion,  as  an  advance  guard,  at  b  a.  m.;  next,  tin*  ])ontoon  train;  next,  the 
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train  of  the  First  Division;  Jiext,  the  train  of  the  Second  Division,  at  7 
a.  in.;  next,  the  train  of  the  Third  Division,  at  7.30  a.  ui.;  lastly,  the 
First  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  as  rear  guard.  Two  brigades  of 
the  First  Division  will  be  distributed  on  the  flanks  of  the  entire  train, 
as  a  guard,  and  to  give  all  necessary  assistance.  For  the  day’s  inarch 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, will  report 
to  General  Jackson. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Brown’s  Plantation^  Ga.^  November  18,  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order: 
The  Third  Brigade  as  an  advance  guard;  the  Second  Brigade  to  follow, 
to  be  distributed  on  the  flanks  of  the  pontoon  train,  the  train  of  the 
First  Division,  which  follows  the  pontoon  train,  and  part  of  the  Second 
Division  train ;  the  First  Brigade  next,  as  a  guard  to  the  remainder  of 
the  Second  Division  train  and  the  train  of  the  Third  Division;  the 
First  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  which  reports  to  General  Jack- 
son,  will  form  the  rear  guard.  Captain  Hard  will  report  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  such  ambulances  as 
will  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  brigades,  to  be  disposed  of  by  those 
commanding  officers  as  they  see  fit. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  ROBINSON, 

First  TAeutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HeadqT'Arters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  November  18.,  1864. 

Col.  P.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

One  hundred  and  fifty -seventh  New  Yorh  Volunteers, 

Comdg.  District  of  Hilton  Head,  &c.,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. : 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  200  ()f  the 
prisoners  of  war  now  confined  at  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.,  be  at  once  removed 
to  Fort  Sherman,  Hilton  Head,  and  placed  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers.  No  change 
in  their  diet  will  be  allowed.  You  are  further  directed  to  provide  com¬ 
mon  tents  for  them,  to  put  up  in  the  fort  (Sherman). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  250.  )  Louisville,  Ky.,  November  19,  1864. 

*  *  *  #  ^  *  # 

111.  Ca])t.  P.  A.  Taylor,  chief  signal  officer,  having  reported  to  these 
lieadqnarters  in  com])lian(*e  with  Si)ecial  Orders,  No.  343,  of  dab'Octo- 
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ber  12,  1864,  from  the  War  Department,  Adjutant-Generars  Office, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  and  being  unable  to  join  the  army  in  the  field,  will 
remain  at  this  place  until  further  orders. 

#***##* 

order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

WM.  T.  CLARK, 
A.^slstant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [  Arma"  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  172.  )  Millshorough,  Ga.,  November  19,  1864. 

I.  The  movements  of  the  army  to-morrow  will  be — first,  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Osterhaus,  starting  his  column  at  6.30  a.  m.,  will  move  his  com¬ 
mand  on  the  Macon  road  to  Clinton,  so  that  three  divisions  shall  be  at 
Clinton  and  the  remaining  one  in  the  immediate  vicinity  to-morrow 
night;  second,  Major-General  Blair,  starting  his  column  at  6.30  a.  m., 
will  move  his  command  via  Tranquilla  and  Fortville  as  far  toward 
Gordon  as  practicable;  third,  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  will  continue 
with  the  column  of  Major-General  Blair,  moving  in  the  advance;  fourth, 
in  passing  through  Hillsborough,  the  artillery  and  trains  of  both  corps 
will  move  over  the  road  at  the  same  time,  the  Fifteenth  Corps  having 
the  right  and  the  Seventeenth  Corps  the  left  of  the  road,  with  the  in¬ 
fantry  on  the  right  and  left  through  fields;  fifth,  the  bridge  train, 
engineer  regiment,  the  train  of  General  Kilpatrick^s  cavalry,  and  the 
cattle,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Todd,  acting  commissary  of  subsist¬ 
ence,  will  follow  the  Fifteenth.  Corps,  on  the  Macon  road;  sixth,  the 
train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the  leading  division  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps;  seventh,  headquarters  to-morrow  night  will  be  at 
Clinton. 

II.  Corps  comma<nders  will  prohibit  their  soldiers  from  entering 
houses,  and  enforce  the  order  by  severe  penalties.  More  care  must  be 
taken  in  the  selection  of  foragers.  Many  have  been  drunk  and  dis¬ 
orderly.  Foraging  for  the  difterent  headquarters  must  be  regulated. 
Division  and  brigade  commanders  will  be  required  to  be  with  their  com¬ 
mands  during  the  march. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

A^siMa nt  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Hillsborough,  Ga.,  November  19,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus, 

Commandiiuf  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  Hazen’s  division  is  so  far  to  the  rear  that  1  prefer  that  you 
move  General  John  E.  Smith’s  division  at  (>.30  a.  m.  to-morrow  at  the 
head  of  your  column.  Please  be  careful  that  he  moves  in  double  column 
except  his  leading  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders, 
No.  170. 


Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
HilUhorou(fh ^  Go.,  November  19,  1864. 


* 


III.  General  Smith  will  move  his  command  at  5  a.  m.  to- morrow  to 
Planters’  Factory,  and  commence  at  once  to  cross  the  troops  on  the  flat- 
boat  there,  leaving,  however,  the  train  and  artillery  on  this  side  until 
the  pontoon  bridge  is  laid  down.  This  corps  will  take  a  defensive  posi¬ 
tion  as  soon  as  they  arrive  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ocmnlgee  and  throw 
up  some  light  works.  General  Corse  and  artillery  will  i-emain  in  his 
present  position  until  further  orders.  Generals  Woods  and  Hazen  will 
march  to  Indian  Springs  and  remain  there  until  further  orders,  taking 
strong  position  fronting  south  and  east. 

*##***# 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus  : 

FREDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  97.  )  Near  llillsborough,  Ga.,  November  19^  1864. 

This  command  will  move  at  6.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  20th  instant. 

Order  of  march :  First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  as  advance  guard, 
followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  second,  i)ioneer  corps, 
tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage);  third,  three 
regiments  First  Brigade,  each  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one 
wagon;  fourth.  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Light  Artillery;  lifth,  one 
regiment  First  Brigade,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon ; 
sixth,  ammunition  train;  seventh,  division  headquarters  train  and  pro¬ 
vost  guard;  eighth.  First  Brigade  train;  ninth.  Second  Brigade  train; 
tenth,  quartermaster’s  train;  eleventh.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  head¬ 
quarters  train;  twelfth,  supply  train;  thirteenth,  ambulance  corps, 
except  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments  and  detachments;  fourteentli, 
two  regiments  Second  Brigade,  well  deployed,  one  upon  each  flank  of  all, 
the  trains;  fifteenth,  two  regiments  Second  Brigade,  rear  guard — one 
ambulance  and  one  wagon  for  the  flanking  and  rear  guard  regiments 
will  be  placed  between  the  last  two  regiments. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 


S.  M.  BUDLONG 


Assista n t  Adjutant-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  9. 


IV.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  2()th  instant,  as  follows: 
The  Third  Brigade  will  have  the  advance  ;  the  Second  Brigade  will 
move  in  the  center;  the  First  Brigade  will  bring  up  the  rear.  The 
brigade  in  advaiu'e  and  the  brigade  in  the  rear  will  have  one  regiment, 
respectively,  as  advance  and  rear  guard.  The  i)rovost  guard  will  be 
furnished  from  the  advance  regiment.  The  pioneer  corps  will  follow 
the  advance  regiinent.  The  supply  train  will  cross  the  river  to-pight — 
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first,  the  pioneer  train  will  commence  crossing’  at  4.30  a.  m.  j  second, 
the  Third  Brigade  train;  third,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  fourth,  the 
First  Brigade  train;  fifth,  the  ambulance  train.  The  wagons  will  keep 
well  closed  up  and  cross  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  troops  will  move 
in  the  order  indicated  after  the  trains  have  crossed  the  river.  The 
provost  guard  required  by  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  8,  paragraph  II, 
to  be  detailed  daily  from  the  rear  guard,  will  be  continued  until  further 
orders. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse : 

L.  CABPEK, 

A.ssistan  t  A djiUant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  286.  S  Near  Hillshoroughj  Ga.,  November  19,  1861. 

I.  The  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  moving  out  on  the  Hillsborough  road  at  6.30  o’clock. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
at  6.30  o’clock,  on  the  direct  Hillsborougli  road,  and,  on  reaching  the 
rear  of  the  First  Division,  will  follow  it. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
tlie  Fourth  Division,  moving  at  7  o’clock. 

4.  Maj.  A.  C.  VYaterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  assign 
a  battery  to  each  division,  to  move  as  the  division  commander  may 
direct. 

5.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  after  the  ordnance 
train  that  follows  the  advance  brigade  of  the  First  Division. 

6.  The  pioneer  corps  of  each  division  will  report  to  Captain  Kossak, 
cliief  engineer,  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow  at  these  headquarters. 

#*##**# 

I V^.  The  Twenty- fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  now  on  duty  as 
train  guard,  is  relieved  from  such  duty,  and  will  report  forthwith  to  its 
brigade  commander. 

Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

^Ls*,s* ifita n t  A <{j utant- General. 


Special  ) 
Field  Orders,  [ 
No.  154.  > 

#  * 


Headqi'arters  Third  Division, 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Ne((r  HiU.shoroufih.,  Ga.,  Noremher  19,  1864. 
*  *  *  *  # 


I V.  This  command  will  march  to-inorrow  morning  at  —  o’clock.  The 
First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have  the  nd- 
vance.  Ambulances,  trains,  and  artillery  as  usual.  Until  IuiIIkm- 
orders,  laeutenant  Tiftany,  acting  assistant  qunrtermasbn-.  will  snpei  - 
intend  the  formation,  marching,  and  ])arking  of  the  trains. 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D,  LeggetP: 

J.  ('.  DOUGLASS, 

./I nmniant  Adpitaut-Getier<il, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Aorr  Ilillshorough,  Ga.,  Novemher  19,  1864. 
Brig.  Geu.  Giles  xA.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division : 

General  :  In  accordance  Avitli  instructions  from  department  head¬ 
quarters,  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry  will  report  to  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  Second  Iowa  Infantry  (Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps),  as 
directed  by  Special  Field  Orders,  Ao.  159,  extract  I,  the  first  time  we 
are  encamped  near  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 

Assi stant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mrs.  8hy\s  House,  Noveniher  19,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  command  at 
sunrise  and  push  on  toward  Eatonton  Factory;  this  will  lead  you 
toward  the  riglit  of  Eatonton.  The  objective  .point  is  Milledgeville, 
and  it  is  desired  that  the  road  through  Eatonton  be  left  for  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Corps.  A  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters  will  reach  you 
before  you  arrive  at  Eatonton  Factory. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

November  19,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  move  the  coips  at  5  a. 
m.  to-morroAY,  and  go  as  far  as  Eatonton,  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  KODGERS, 

'  Assista  nt  A  djuta  n  t-  Gen  era  1. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Harris-  House,  near  Madison.,  Ga.,  November  19.,  1864. 

The  cor])S  Avill  move  to-morrow  toward  Eatonton,  as  follows:  Third 
Division  at  5  a.  m. ;  Second  Division  train  at  0  a.  m.;  First  Division  at 
7  a.  m.  General  Ward  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  front. 
The  balance  of  his  command  will  march  alongside  the  train,  and  will 
cover  half  of  the  train  of  the  Second  Division.  General  Jackson  will 
march  one  brigade  in  rear  of  the  entire  train,  the  balance  of  his  com¬ 
mand  being  distributed  along  Ihe  train  so  as  to  cover  half  of  General 
Geary’s  trains.  The  pontoon  train  will  march  in  rear  of  the  Second 
Division  train,  starting  at  7  a.  m.  Major  Keynolds,  chief  of  artillery, 
will  assign  one  battery  to  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advanced 
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brigade,  one  in  the  center  of  the  column,  and  one  to  immediately  pre¬ 
cede  the  rear  brigade.  The  trains  of  Captain  Schoeninger  and  Captain 
Bickford  will  march  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division  train.  The  Ninth 
Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  precede  the  column. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

ROBT.  B.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Madison^  Ga.^  November  19 ^  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order: 
The  Third  Brigade  in  advance,  to  guard  the  rear  half  of  Second  Divis¬ 
ion  train,  iiontoon  train,  and  fifty  wagons  of  First  Division  train  5  the 
Second  Brigade  to  follow,  to  guard  the  remainder  of  First  Division 
train;  the  Mrst  Brigade  will  form  the  rear  guard  of  the  corps,  pre* 
ceded  by  a  battery.  Pursuant  to  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  all 
legimental  quartermasters  will  report  to  the  brigade  quartermasters 
for  assignment  to  duty  with  the  trains. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  ROBINSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hillsborouuh,  Ga.,  November  19,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

Your  dispatch  of  7  p.  m.  all  right.  I  will  give  you  no  new  orders.  I 
send  you  my  order  of  march,  and  will  expect  to  hear  from  you  at  Clin¬ 
ton.  I  have  heard  of  some  State  troops  that  have  been  concentrated 
at  Eatonton  by  Governor  Brown. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- Gemera  I. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [  Army  oe  the  Tennessee, 

No.  173.  )  Clinton,  Ga.,  November  20,  1864. 

r.  The  army  will  move  forward  to-morroAv  as  follows:  First,  the 
Fifteenth  Corps,  in  two  columns — the  right  column,  consisting  of  two 
divisions  (First  and  Second),  with  small  trairis,  on  the  Clinton  and 
Irwinton  road  as  far  as  the  railroad,  starting  at  7  a.  m.;  the  other 
two  divisions,  with  the  remaining  trains,  &c.,  of  the  right  column,  the 
engineer  regiment,  bridge  train,  and  train  of  General  Kilj)atrick’s  cav¬ 
alry,  cattle,  &c.,  forming  the  left  column,  on  the  Clinton  and  Gordon 
road,  to  Gordon,  starting  at  7  a.  m.  Second,  the  Seventeenth  ('Ori)s 
will  continue  the  march  toward  (rordon,  reaching  that  point  as  soon 
as  practicable.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the 
Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  on  the  Clinton  and  Gordon 
road. 

*  #  #  *  *  :)(:  # 

By  ord(‘r  of' Maj.  Gen.  ().  ().  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 

A ssisUoU  Adjutant- G eneral . 
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1Idqr«.  Third  Cavalry  Division,  Cavalry  Corps. 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

On  Clinton  and  Macon  Hoad,  November  20,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard: 

General  :  I  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  five  miles  from  Clinton,  and 
after  considerable  skirmishing  and  charging,  in  which  the  enemy  lost 
seven  killed,  he  was  driven  to  Walnut  Creek,  one  mile  from  East  Macon. 
We  finally  forced  him  from  the  railroad  and  the  creek  to  the  fortified 
hills  about  East  Macon j  these  we  charged,  and,  although  my  men 
gallantly  rode  over  and  into  a  strong  earth -work,  we  were  unable  to 
tlrive  the  enemy  from  and  hold  the  iiosition.  I  have  torn  up  the  track 
from  the  creek  back  toward  Gordon  for  one  mile  and  a  half.  My  com¬ 
mand  is  encamped  to-night  on  and  from  the  railroad  over  across  to  tlie 
lower  Clinton  road  and  at  a  point  four  miles  from  Macon.  At  an  early 
hour  to-morrow  morning  I  will  move  down  to  Griswold  on  the  rail¬ 
road  and  down  to  the  Milledgeville  road,  where  the  Clinton  road  leaves 
it,  and  hold  these  roads  until  the  trains  are  well  out  of  the  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Brujadier-Oeneral,  IT.  8.  Volunteers. 


Special  j  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  [  In  the  Field,  Clinton,  Ca., 

NTo.  177.  )  November  20, 1864. 

I.  In  publishing  paragraph  11,  Special  Field  Orders,  i^o.  172,  from 
de])artment  headquarters,*  the  attention  of  all  officers  commanding  for¬ 
aging  parties  is‘  again  called  to  the  importan(*e  of  enforcing  the  very 
strictest  disdpline  while  on  such  duties.  These  parties  must  absolutely 
be  conducted  in  obedience  and  in  conformity  to  existing  orders;  when 
found  guilty  of  violating  the  restrictions  laid  down  in  that  order  must 
be  ])unished  by  their  commanding  officer.  The  fine  imposed  should  not 
be  less  than  the  deduction  of  one  month’s  pay.  ( )fficers  in  cliarge  ot 
foraging  x)arties  who  i)ermit  their  men  to  straggle  or  commit  unAvar- 
rantable  acts  must  ])e  rex)orted  to  thes(‘  headciuarters,  and  their  names 
will  be  sent  forward  for  summary  dismissal  from  service  for  iucom])e- 
tence,  foi‘  failing  to  enforce  discipline,  and  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

II.  The  (*orx)S  Avill  continue  its  advance  to-morrow  in  the  following 
order:  The  First  Division  Avill  leave  cam])  at  7  a.  m.,  and  alter  i)assing 
through  Clinton  will  advance  on  the  Irwinton  road  to  the  railroad  cross¬ 
ing.  Tin*.  Second  Division,  llrigadier-General  llazen  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Fii  st.  Each  division  Avill  be  accompanied  by  one  light  battery, 
to  be  detailed  by  the  chief  of  artillery.  Five  wagons  only  infantry 
ammunition,  a  ])art  of  the  ambulance  train,  and  the  i‘esi)ective  heath 
(piarters  and  regimental  wagons,  will  acconq)any  these  divisions.  /The 
Third  Division,  together  with  the  remaining  l)atteries  of  artillery,  will 
also  leave  at  7  a.  m.,  marching  on  the  direct  road  to  Gordon.  All  the 
reserve  ajnmunition  wagons,  sup])ly  and  ambulanta*  trains  of  both 
divisions  Avill  also  inarch  with  the  Third  Division  and  in  front  of  its 
rear  guard.  The  reserve  trains  of  tin*  First  and  Second  Divisions 
Avill  each  be  guarded  by  one  regim(‘nt,  to  be  detailed  from  the  respective 
ilivisions.  Tlie  Fourth  Division,  P>rigadiei*-G(*neral  (’orso  coinmanding, 
will  follow  on  ihe  road  assigned  to  tin*  Third  Di\'ision,  but  is  not 

S(!(<  lit,  i».  iii:>, 
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expected  to  get  beyond  Clinton  with  the  large  trains  moving  with  it; 
but  in  order  to  secure  proper  communication  with  the  corps,  General 
Corse  will  puvsh  one  brigade  to  the  point  on  the  Gordon  road  where  it 
crosses  the  Milledgeville  and  Macon  road. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  will 
remain  before  Macon  to-morrow,  it  is  necessary  that  the  utmost  vigi¬ 
lance  be  shown  by  the  several  commands,  to  insure  them  against  any 
attack  of  the  large  rebel  force  in  the  vicinity.  In  camping  the  troops 
good  defensive  positions  will  be  chosen  fronting  toward  the  south  gen¬ 
erally.  The  rear  is  to  be  Well  guarded,  and  all  tlie  trains  must  be  inside 
the  lines  and  properly  corralled.  The  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted 
Infantry  marches  with  the  right  column. 

III.  When  the  corps  is  not  together  in  one  camp  or  column,  and  the 
artillery  apportioned  to  the  several  divisions,  the  officers  commanding 
the  artillery  must  consider  themselves  under  the  orders  of  the  general 
commanding  the  division  to  which  he  is  ordered  to  report.  The  general 
commanding  division  will  in  such  cases  assign  the  artillery  their  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  column,  and  in  camp  give  it  the  necessary  escorts  and  sup¬ 
ports. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FEEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  VHdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

>  In  the  Field^  near  Clinton^  Ga., 

No.  1)8.  )  November  20^  1864. 

This  division  will  continue  its  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  21st 
instant : 

Order  of  marcli :  First,  one  regiment  Second  Brigade  as  advance 
guard,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  second,  pioneer 
corps,  tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage) ;  third, 
remainder  of  Second  Brigade,  each  regiment  followed  by  one  ambulance 
and  one  wagon;  fourth,  artillery;  fifth,  one  regiment  First  Brigade,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  sixth,  ammunition  train; 
seventh,  division  headquarters  train  and  provost  guard ;  eighth,  Second 
Brigade  train ;  ninth,  First  Brigade  train ;  tenth,  quartermaster’s  train; 
eleventh,  commissary  of  subsistence  train;  twelfth,  ambulance  corps, 
except  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments  and  detachments;  thirteenth, 
two  regiments  First  Brigade,  well  deployed,  one  upon  each  fiank  of  all 
the  division  trains;  fourteenth,  reserve  ammunition  wagons,  supply 
and  ambulance  trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  those  of  eacli 
division  to  be  guarded  by  one  regiment  from  its  respective  division; 
fifteenth,  two  regiments  First  Brigade,  lear  guard — one  ambulance 
and  one  wagon  for  each  of  the  Hanking  and  r(*.ar  guard  regiments  will 
be  placed  between  the  last  two  regiments. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
A,s,sistant  Adjutan t- General. 


Special  i 

Field  Orders,  [ 
No.  10.  \ 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Fifteenth  Army  (h)RPS, 

In  the  Field.,  Mmtieello,  G<(.,  Norember  20.  I<s(i4. 

*  -K--  •*  *  *• 


II.  This  command  will  move  to-moriow,  the  21st  instant,  at  5  a.  m., 
and  take  the  Hillsborough  road — the  Second  Brigade  will  have  the 
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advance;  the  First  Brigade  will  march  iii  the  center;  the  Third  Bri¬ 
gade  will  bring  up  the  rear.  The  pioneer  corps^  will  follow  the  advance 
regiment,  and  repair  the  roads  and  bridges.  Trains  will  move  in  the 
following  order :  pioneer  corps  train;  then  the  brigade  trains  in  their 
respective  order  of  march;  followed  by  the  ordnance  train,  supply  train, 
and  ambulance  corps  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse:  . 

L.  CAEPEll, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Clinton,  Ga.^  Noreniher  20.,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

[MaJ.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Comnianding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps:] 

Dear  General  :  I  am  sorry  you  found  so  bad  a  road ;  1  think  you 
will  have  a  better  to-morrow.  Our  road,  too,  is  spoilt  by  the  rain,  if 
you  can  get  within  three  miles  of  Gordon  to-morrow  night,  it  will 
answer.  Kilpatrick  has  had  some  firing  this  p.  m.,  but  with  what 
result  I  have  not  heard.  I  will  go  with  the  column  that  moves  directly 
on  Gordon,  and  will  encamp  to-morroAV  night  somewhere  in  that  vicinity. 
Bespectfully, 

(J.  O.  HOW  API), 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  287.  ^  In  the  Field.,  Ga.,  November  20,  1864. 

1.  The  following  additional  rules  are  published  for  the  regulation  of 
foraging  parties : 

1.  The  forage  parties  of  any  division  of  the  corps  may  forage  along 
the  whole  length  of  the  corps,  not  going  farther  to  the  front  than  the 
head  of  the  infantry  column. 

2.  Comnianding  officers  of  forage  parties  must  keep  their  men  together, 
except  when  they  are  left  along  the  road  to  bring  forward  or  guard 
forage,  in  which  cases  they  will  not  be  molested. 

3.  Foragers  from  the  difi'erent  headquarters  not  under  a  commissioned 
officer  must  be  provided  Avith  passes,  approved  by  a  division  or  superior 
commander. 

IT.  The  orders  for  the  movements  to-morrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  take 
the  advance,  and  will  move  his  command  on  the  Fortville  road,  at 
fi.30  a.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  start 
from  Blountsville  at  6.30  o’clock  and  move  forward  to  the  rear  of  the 
Fourth  Division,  which  he  Avill  follow. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  d.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
Third  Division,  moving  at  8.30  o’clock. 

4.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  assign 
a  battery  to  each  division,  to  move  as  the  division  commander  may 
direct. 

5.  The  train  of  these,  headcpiarters  will  move  as  heretofore^ 
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III.  Hereafter,  until  furtlu^r  orders,  tliree  days’  issue  of  rations  will 
be  made  to  last  five  days. 

ly.  The  order  of  march  for  to-morrow  is  changed,  the  Fourth  and 
Third  Divisions  starting  at  7  a.  m.  and  the  First  Division  at  9  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
AHsiHtan  t  A  djutant-  Gen  era  1. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fatonton  Factory,  November  20,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing  : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  give  you  the  gen¬ 
eral  news,  &c.  Last  night  this  portion  of  the  command  camped  just 
north  of  Shady  Dale,  and  to-night  the  Fourteenth  Corps  has  one  divis¬ 
ion  near  Little  Elver,  with  a  picket  at  the  bridge,  and  the  other  divisions 
are  gamped  in  good  support.  Thus  far  forage  has  been  good  and  men 
and  animals  thrive.  To-morrow  morning  General  Davis  will  cross 
Murder  Creek,  take  the  Monticello  road,  and  aim  to  reach  Milledgeville 
Tuesday  5  he  will  also  send  you  the  brigade  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  left 
in  Atlanta  as  a  rear  guard,  and  one  regiment  to  communicate  and  bring 
back  a  report  from  you  to  the  general-in-chief,  who  will  remain  near 
here  until  he  hears  from  you  in  Eatonton.  FTo  enemy  has  been  found 
on  our  march,  save  a  picket  of  some  twenty-five  men  at  the  Eatonton 
Factory  bridge.  The  bridge,  however,  was  saved  and  the  factory 
burned.  You  will  move  so  as  to  reach  Milledgeville  in  conjunction 
with  General  Davis,  and  on  the  route  will  destroy  any  railroad  bridge 
or  trestle  on  the  Eatonton  branch,  but  need  not  delay  your  march  to 
destroy  track.  Fill  up  well  with  forage,  sweet  potatoes,  and  chickens, 
and  such  rations,  jireparatory  to  a  couple  or  more  days’  stay  in  Mill¬ 
edgeville. 

8ince  writing  the  above  the  general  has  such  authentic  information 
as  to  feel  sure  portions  of  your  command  have  been  or  are  in  p]atonton, 
and  therefore  will  not  send  the  regiment  to  you,  but  dispatch  a  staff 
officer,  expecting  to  hear  in  return,  and  will  remain  hereabout  until 
al)out  noon  for  that  imrpose.  In  moving  to  Milledgeville,  keep  your 
force  on  the  east  of  the  railroad,  and  General  Davis  will  keep  his  west. 
I  am,  general,  respectfullv,  yours,  &c., 

^  ‘  L.  M.  DAYTOX, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fatonton  Factory,  Ga.,  November  20,  1864. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general -in -chief  directs  that  you  put  your  command 
in  motion  to-morrow  morning  by  any  road  crossing  Murder  Creek  and 
heading  into  the  Monticello  or  Hillsborough  and  Milledgevilhi  road,  on 
which  you  will  move  to  within  about  twelve  iniles  of  Milledgeville  and 
camp  to-morrow  night.  The  brigade  belonging  to  the  Twentieth  Corps 
he  wishes  you  to  send  to  report  to  General  Slocum  at  Eutonton.  You 
will  also  direct  one  regiment  to  feel  for  General  Slocum  at  Ihitonton 
to-morrow  morning  and  bring  back  a  rejmrt  to  hinnself.  He  hears  that 
General  Slocum’s  cavalry  were  in  Eatonton  to-day.  The  general-in- 
chief  will  remain  here  until  he  hears  fVom  General  Slocum, ^vho  is  to 
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l)e  in  Eatontou  to-niorrow.  He  wislies  you  also  to  give  the  necessary 
directions  that  your  command  on  the  march  to-morrow  may  be  well 
closed  and  in  hand,  to  guard  against  any  enemy  that  may  be  in  the 
vicinity. 

I  am,  general,  respectfullv,  vours, 

^  ^  '  L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

AUle-de-  Camp. 


Heneral  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  i  Eatonlon  Factory^  Ga.,  Noremher  20,  1804. 

I.  The  discharge  of  fire-arms  by  foragers  and  others  has  become  an 
evil  which  must  be  stopped.  Many  men  have  already  been  wounded 
and  a  waste  of  ammunition  incurred  which  we  cannot  now  afford.  Here¬ 
after  no  firing  will  be  permitted  under  any  circumstances.  Animals 
and  fowls  must  be  caught,  not  shot. 

II.  Useless  negroes  are  being  accumulated  to  an  extent  which  would 
])e  suicide  to  a  column  which  must  be  constantly  stripped  for  bg^ttle 
and  i)repared  for  the  utmost  celerity  of  movement.  We  cannot  ex])ect 
that  the  present  unobstructed  march  will  continue  much  longer.  Our 
Avagons  are  too  much  overladen  to  allow  of  their  being  filled  with 
negro  Avomen  and  children  or  their  baggage,  and  every  additional 
mouth  consumes  food,  which  it  requires  risk  to  obtain.  No  negroes, 
therefore,  or  their  baggage,  will  be  allowed  in  wagons  and  none  but  the 
servants  of  mounted  officers  on  horses  or  jnules. 

III.  One  pack-animal  may  be  allowed  to  each  company  and  so  many 
to  brigade  and  division  headquarters  as  diAision  commanders  may 
think  proper.  All  animals  taken  from  the  country  are  the  property  of 
the  Government,  and  must  be  turned  OA^er  to  the  quartermasters.  All 
surplus  draff  animals  must  be  used  to  strengthen  the  wagon  trains. 
Indiscriminate  mounting  of  unauthorized  men  cannot  be  allowed. 
Every  commanding  officer  is  responsible  that  no  unauthorized  man 
under  him  is  mounted. 

lY.  Attention  is  again  called  to  the  circular  from  these  headquarters 
dated  November  14.  Division  commanders  Avill  see  that  it,  or  orders 
based  upon  it,  are  at  once  read  to  every  company  and  detachment  and 
to  all  teamsters  and  detailed  men.  (Arders  are  useless  unless  promul¬ 
gated  and  enforced. 

order  of  Bvt.  Map  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

Lieafoianf-i^oloael  and  Chief  of  I8ta  f\ 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xear  Fatonfon  Factory^  Noremher  20.,  1804. 

Bi  ig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commandlny  Second  I>iri.^ion,  Fonrtecnth  Army  Corjrs : 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  put  your  com¬ 
mand  in  motion,  on  the  road  leading  to  Stanford vi lie,  at  daylight  to¬ 
morrow.  A  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters  Avill  join  you  soon 
after  Avitli  further  instructions. 

1  luiA^e  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

As.sisfant  Adjnf((nf-(reneral  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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ItUADQUARTEtJS  TWENTIETH  CORPS.  ARMY  OF  (xEOROlA, 

yoremher  ^0,  W64. 

Lieut;  Col.  H;  C;  Kodoers, 

AsHistant  Adjutant- (rener  a  I : 

Colonel:  My  corps  is  encamped  to-night — the  Third  Division  and 
the  trains  of  the  Second  Division,  with  the  pontoon  train,  at  the  point 
directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  Left  Wing;  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion  at  this  point,  two  miles  back.  In  the  march  of  to-morrow  the 
Third  Division  will  lead,  starting  at  5  a.  m.  as  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Urufadier- General,  Commanding: 


Headquarters  Left  WtNib  Arma-  of  Georgia^ 

Xoremher  20,  ISOL 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Comynanding  Twentieth  Corps  i 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  move  the  corps  at  5 
a.  m.  to-morrow  toward  Milledgeville,  via  Eatonton.  Let  the  command 
march  through  the  latter  ]^lace  with  ranks  well  closed  and  bands  play¬ 
ing.  If  the  First  Division  is  well  closed  up  to-niglit,  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  its  having  the  advance  to-morrow ;  but  if  it  is  far  behind  to¬ 
night  it  will  be  well  to  keep  the  Third  Division  in  advance,  as  it  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  make  as  much  ])rogTess  on  the  march  as  ]R)ssible.  Please  send 
word  Avhich  division  is  to  have  the  advance.  The  general  desires  you 
to  issue  an  order  forbidding  the  destruction  of  property  except  by  your 
order  or  his  own,  and  also  to  take  some  etfective  measures  to  stop  this 
’  firing  on  our  flanks  and  around  tlie  cam])s.  The  captured  animals 
should  all  be  turned  over  to  the  cori)S  quartermaster,  and  distributed 
through  the  trains.  It  would  perhaps  be  well  to  send  out  parties  from 
each  brigade  to-night  to  collect  in  animals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  BODGEKS, 

A ssistant  Adjntant- General. 


Orders.]  IIeadqi^arters  Twentteiti  Corps, 

Kear  Eatonton,  Ga.,  Xoremher  20,  1SC)4. 

The  most  stringent  measures  will  be  adopted  to  stop  the  waste  of 
ammunition  occasioned  by  tlie  indiscriminate  firing  by  foraging  ])arties. 

Such  animals  as  are  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  must 
b(‘  killed  by  other  means  than  shooting. 

Although  this  order  has  been  given  before,  there  is  good  reason  to 
think  that  it  has  not  been  published  to  the  troops,  particularly  in  the 
Third  DiviwSion.  This  must  be  done  at  once,  and  all  oftenders  summarily 
punished. 

Hereafter  no  buildings  will  be  burned  or  destroyed,  except  upon  the 
order  of  the  corps  commander,  which  will  be  given  oidy  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  rear  division. 

Division  commanders  will  be  held  resj)onsible  that  this  order  is 
strictly  complied  with  in  their  commands. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  8.  Williams: 

BOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captam  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Orders.  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Eatonton^  Ga.,  November  J20,  1864. 

This  corps  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Milledgeville,  through 
Eatoiitou,  as  follows:  Colonel  Hughes’  mounted  infantry  at  4.30  a.  m.j 
Third  Division  at  5  a.  m. ;  Second  Division  train  at  6  a.  m. ;  First  Divis¬ 
ion  at  7  a.  m. 

General  Ward  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  advance. 
The  balance  of  his  command  will  be  distributed  along  his  train  and 
that  of  the  Second  Division,  covering  half  of  the  latter. 

General  Jackson  will  march  one  brigade  in  rear  of  the  entire  train, 
the  balance  of  his  command  being  distributed  along  his  train  and  the 
latter  half  of  the  train  of  the  Second  Division. 

The  pontoon  train  will  march  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division  train, 
starting  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  trains  of  Captain  Schoeniuger  and  Captain 
Bickford  will  march  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division  train,  starting  at  5.30  a. 
m.  The  artillery  will  be  distributed  in  the  column  the  same  as  in  the 
order  for  the  march  of  to-day. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gem  A.  S.  Williams: 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Eatonton,  Ga.^  November  ^0,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m.,iu  the  following  order : 
The  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  to  be  distributed  along  the  rear  half  of 
Second  Division  train,  the  pontoon  train,  and  twenty-five  wagons  of  First 
Division  train;  the  First  Brigade  to  follow,  to  be  distributed  along  the 
remainder  of  First  Division  train.  The  commanding  officers  of  these  , 
brigades  will  require  their  commands  to  give  all  necessary  assistance 
to  the  wagons.  The  Third  Brigade  will  form  the  rear  guard,  preceded 
by  a  battery.  The  report  of  effective  force  will  be  required  to-morrow. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson : 

GEO.  EOBINSOX, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

November  1864 — 1.30  p.  m.  ' 

•  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes, 

Commanding  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry: 

Colonel  :  Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding,  directs  that  you 
remain  with  your  command  in  Eatonton  till  about  3.30  o’clock,  then 
return,  joining  the  column,  qampiug  near  the  head  of  it. 

Yerv  respectful! V,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.'  W.  PEEKIN^S, 

JAeutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General . 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  ('orps. 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  Nor  ember  30,  1864. 

Col.  George  E.  Spencer, 

Co  m  m  a  n  di ng  Ei rst  A  la  ba  m  a  Ca  va  I ry : 

Colonel  :  The  maior-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  the  outrages  committed  by  your  command  dui  ing  the  march  are 
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becoiiiiiig  so  coiiimoii,  and  are  of  such  an  aggravated  nature,  that  they 
call  for  some  severe  and  instant  mode  of  correction.  Unless  the  pillag¬ 
ing  of  houses  and  wanton  destruction  of  property  by  your  regiment 
ceases  at  once,  he  will  place  every  officer  in  it  under  arrest,  and  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  the  department  commander  for  dishonorable  dismissal 
from  the  service. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  '  C.  CABLE,  Jr., 

Asfiiaianf  Adjutant- (reneraJ. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island^  Noi^emher  20,  1^64. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Depart^nent  of  the  South: 

General  :  Escaped  prisoners,  four  of  whom  came  in  yesterday,  agree 
in  saying  that  it  is  believed  in  Charleston  that  Sherman  is  marching 
east.  I  think  myself  that  he  will  move  first  on  Charleston;  that  in  his 
l)ossession,  Savannah  would  not  be  defended.  The  rebels  are  reported 
strengthening  the  works  in  rear  of  Charleston,  but  I  do  not  believe 
they  can  do  much  in  the  little  time  and  with  the  small  force  they  have. 
Your  instructions  will  be  complied  with,  and  such  arrangements  made 
as  will  enable  this  district  to  send  at  a  moments  notice  the  regiments 
you  mention.  Sherman  will,  however,  himself  cut  the  railroad  with  his 
cavalry.  If  any  movement  is  made  for  that  purpose  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  it  be  made  up  Broad  River.  That  would  enable  you  to  use 
the  whole  of  the  force  at  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort,  which,  with  the 
force  to  be  drawn  from  other  points,  would  enable  you  to  fortify  on  the 
line  of  the  road  and  keep  up  a  line  of  communication  with  your  base 
at  Hilton  Head.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  nature  of  the 
country  there,  but  suppose  it  as  good  for  operations  as  any  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country.  It  has  a  very  decided  advantage  over  the  John’s 
Island  route,  in  being  so  far  from  Charleston  that  they  will  not  be  will¬ 
ing  to  detach  a  force  from  the  garrison  of  the  city  to  attack  it.  Guns 
were  heard  yesterday  up  Ashley  River,  supposed  to  be  artillery  in  actice 
with  heavy  guns.  An  intercepted  dispatch  to-day  asks  for  230  suits  of 
clothes  for  the  three  companies  First  South  Carolina  stationed  at  Beach 
Inlet. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HAT^^.H, 

Bri (jadier- Gen  eraf  Commandi ng. 

P.  S. — The  point  at  which  I  recommend  striking  the  road  would  also 
be  a  convenient  point  for  Sherman  to  (communicate  with  you,  no  matter 
for  whicli  point  he  was  striking. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  Novemher  20,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Buruer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Nothing  of  material  imiiortance  has  occurred  since  my 
ari  ival  here.  Escaped  prisoners  report  that  the  enemy  are  engaged  in 
fortifying  the  rear  of  the  city,  and  that  it  is  reported  that  Sherman  is 
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jnarcliiiig  east  With  five  (*orps.  The  naval  battery  is  not  yet  com]  he  ted, 
but  soon  will  be.  1  do  not,  however,  think  that  its  lire  will  be  of  any 
effect.  The  batterin,^  of  Sumter  iSj  in  my  opinion,  an  idle  waste  of 
material,  and  the  guns  would  be  useless  in  an  attack  on  Charleston. 
The  stockade  at  the  i)en  will  be  used  to  strengthen  the  works  on  the 
front.  Guns  (probably  practice)  are  heard  in  the  rear  of  Charlestc'*^. 

Very  res])ectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Hepartment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  N.  C.,  Xovemher  W,  1864. 

Alai.  ^en.  H.  W.  Halleok,  TT.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  8ltaff,  Armies  of  the  United  ^States,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Generai.  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  consefjuence  of  the  great 
want  of  horses  for  the  use  of  the  quartermasters  of  this  de])artment,  I 
have  been  obliged,  as  a  military  necessity,  to  dismount  the  Seventy- 
tifth  Ohio  Mounted  Infantry,  doing  duty  in  Florida.  We  have  now  only 
one  battalion  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  CaA^alry.  This  has  been  so 
reduced  by  captures  and  losses  in  battle  as  to  number  only  100  mentor 
duty,  which  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the  service  to  be  performed.  I 
would  therefore  respectfully,  but  urgently,  request  that  a  cavalry  regi¬ 
ment  may  be  sent  to  this  dei)artment  for  duty.  1  would  not  ask  for 
this,  since  1  have  been  directed  to  remain  strictly  on  the  defensive, 
were  it  not  absolutely  necessary  for  defensive  oi)erations,  ])articulaiiy 
in  Florida,  where  it  is  im])eratively  necessary  to  keep  a  large  mounted 
force  constantly  on  duty  as  jackets  and  scouts.  In  case  a  cavalry  l  egi- 
ment  cannot  be  sent  here,  I  inquest  that  the  two  battalions  of  the 
Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  taken  with  the  Tenth  Army  Corjis,  may 
be  returned  to  this  department. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
i\fajor- General,  ( 'om rna n ding. 


City  Point,  Xorejnher  H,  1864 — 4  p.  ni. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  ; 

File  of  Richmond  jiapers  of  to-day  just  re(‘eived. 

From  the  Dispatch : 

From  Sherman’s  army  we  have  the  intelligence  that  it  is  moving  in  two  columns, 
one  npoii  Augusta  and  the  other  upon  Macon.  It  is  not  likely  that  he  is  al)out  to 
separate  his  columns  for  any  length  of  time,  and  his  march  'will  probably  be  as 
follows:  The  column  marching  on  the  Georgia  State  road  for  Augusta  will  go  as  far 
as  Madison,  sixty  miles,  and  there  turning  to  the  right  march  on  Milledgeville,  the 
capital  of  Georgia.  The  column  marching  on  Macon  will  probably  go  to  Crawford’s, 
within  fifteen  miles  of  the  town,  and  then  turn  off  to  Milledgeville  and  form  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  other  body.  By  the  movement  Macon  falls,  and  the  enemy  are  at 
liberty  to  move  on  Augusta  by  following  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  to  Browns¬ 
ville,  and  then  marching  north;  or  on  Savannah,  l)y  following  the  railroad  to  its 
terminus  there.  We  shall  soon  hear  of  their  cavalry  around  Macon,  and  very  near 
7)0S8ibly  to  Augusta.  Sherman  is  moving  rapidly,  and  is  not  much  troubled  with 
traiisportation.  He  has  burned  several  stations  at  the  depots  he  passed,  and  is 
destroying  the  country  generally  in  foraging. 
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From  tlie  Examiner: 

Our  information  from  Georgia  in  regard  to  Sherman  is  meager.  All  that  Ave 
know  certainly  is  that  he  left  Atlanta  about  one  week  ago  with  a  force  generally 
estimated  at  3*0,000  men  of  all  arms,  and  that  he  Avas  moA  ing  in  the  direction  of 
Macon.  Some  official  accounts  state  that  he  had  adA-anced  as  far  as  Griffin,  a  town 
of  some  2,000  inhabitants,  situated  on  the  Macon  and  Western  Railroad,  forty-three 
miles  south  of  Atlanta  and  fifty-eight  miles  northwest  of  Macon.  It  is  believed  that 
he  Avas  in  the  vicinity  of  Griffin  as  late  as  Thursday  last.  He  moves  slowly,  and  ere 
he  reaches  Macon  he  Avill  find  that  the  execution  of  a  plan  is  quite  a  different  thing 
from  its  projection. 

J^ATER. — We  hear  that  Sherman  has  divided  his  army.  He  has  sent  nearly  all  his 
mounted  force  in  the  direction  of  Augusta;  with  his  main  body  of  troops,  he  him¬ 
self  marches  on  to  Macon. 

From  tlie  Whig: 

'  Macox,  Xovemhrr  IS. 

The  excitement  in  the  city  has  somewhat  subsided.  No  definite  information  of 
the  Avhereabouts  of  the  enemy  has  yet  been  receiA^ed.  They  are  supposed  to  l)e  still 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Griffin,  burning  everything  in  their  rear.  They  Avill  get  a 
warm  reception  if  they  attempt  to  come  here. 

Macox,  Xoremhcr  19. 

The  military  authorities  are  actiAm  and  Augilant,  and  CA^ery  man  is  under  arms. 
Confidence  is  being  restored.  The  enemy  is  belicA  ed  to  be  on  our  right,  distant 
about  thirty  miles.  The  city  will  be  defended  to  the  last. 

From  the  Sentinel: 

We  haA^e  nothing  additional  from  Georgia  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  publish 
while  certain  military  operations  are  taking  i)lace  which  it  is  believed  will  bring 
Mr.  Sherman  up  with  a  short  turn.  The  enemy  is  AAdthout  information  as  to  his 
movements,  and  we  liaA  C  no  intention  of  enlightening  him  on  the  subject. 

The  Enquirer  says  the  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  suspending  for  sixty 
days  the  section  of  the  law  which  requires  the  State  reserve  for(*e  not 
to  go  beyond  their  respective  States,  and  hopes  that  the  f louse  may 
concur.  It  urges  the  peoftle  to  burn  everything  in  the  way  of  supplies 
on  the  route  of  Sherman’s  advaiu^e;  and  lest  they  should  fail  to  do  so, 
urges  it  as  the  duty  of  the  military  authorities  to  take  the  nuitter  of 
destroving  provisions  in  their  hands. 

dXO.  A.  EAWLIXS, 

Bri (fadlcr-Geiieral  and  Chief  of  Btaff. 

(Same  to  Secretary  of  War.) 


(JiTY  Point,  A"a.,  Noremher  21,  1S64. 

Lieutenant-rTeueral  Grant, 

Gen  era  I -in  -  ( liief: 

Perha])s  it  would  be  well  not  to  take  official  notice  of  this  summary 
of  news  from  the  Ivichmond  papei  s,  lest  the  rebel  authorities  ])rohibit 
the  puldication  of  news  from  Shei-man  altogether. 

JXO.  A.  IIAAVLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff 


IlEAHCrARTEKS  OAVAERV  FoMMANI), 

Grisa'old,  Ga.,  Xoretnher  21,  JSfil. 

Ca])t.  L.  M.  Day  i'on, 

A.  ]).  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  G'.,  .1///.  Dir.  of  the  MissisKipjd : 
Captain:  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  scmd 
you  a  communication  since  I  hdt  Atlanta.  1  first  struck  Wheeler’s 
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cavalry  at  Lovcjoy’s  Htation.  After  a  few  minutes’  ligliting,  and  with 
slight  loss,  he  Avas  routed  and  driven  beyond  Bear  Creek  Station,  with 
a  loss  of  many  killed  and  wounded.  We  recaptured  two  3-incli  rifled 
guns  taken  from  General  Stoneman.  Wheeler  Avas  supported  by 
Georgia  militia,  under  General  Cobb.  1  crossed  the  Ocmulgee  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  drove  Wheeler’s  cavalry  from  the  neighborhood 
of  Clinton,  forced  him  back  within  the  enemy’s  Avorks  about  East 
Macon.  My  people  made  a  gallant  charge,  mounted  and  dismounted, 
crossed, Walnut  Creek,  and  actually  rode  over  and  into  the  enemy’s 
works,  but  was  finally  forced  to  retire  to  the  south  side  of  Walnut 
Creek.  My  loss  thus  far  has  not  been  heavy.  I  am  noAv  firmly  settled 
on  the  railroad,  and  thoroughly  destroying  the  track  as  I  retire.  We 
have  captured  a  train  of  cars  loaded  with  locomotive  driving  wheels 
and  springs  for  locomotives.  We  have  destroyed  at  this  i)oint  a  pistol 
factory  and  a  soap  and  candle  factory,  both  large  and  valuable.  I 
send  you  a  Macon  i^aper  of  the  21st,  printed  on  the  20th,  giving  you 
all  the  news  at  that  point.  Beauregard  and  Hardee,  you  Avill  see,  are 
both  at  that  point.  Beauregard  made  a  speech  to  the  troops  there 
yesterday.  I  will  move  to  Gordon  in  the  morning.  My  command  is  in 
good  condition  and  spirits,  and  on  reaching  you  hope  to  liaA^e  some¬ 
thing  to  do.  General  Howard  is  moAung  on. Gordon  to-day  j  I  cover 
his  rear. 

I  am,  captain,  A^ery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
BrkfCidier- General^  JJ.  /S.  Volnnieers. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  have  made  seA  eral  feints  this  morning  on  different 
portions  of  my  command.  He  is  now  moving,  I  am  satisfied,  to  force 
me  from  the  road;  but  I  shall  destroy  every  foot  of  the  track  until  1 
reach  General  Howard’s  infantry.  Ho  not  be  uneasy;  I  will  be  care¬ 
ful  of  my  command. 

J.  K. 


(b.iNTON,  Ga.,  November  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Divimon : 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  approve  of  your  moA^e.  Am  sorry  you 
could  not  huA^e  held  on,  but  am  much  obliged  for  what  you  huA^e  done. 
Please  hold  your  position  strongly.  Make  them  think  you  arc  going 
for  them  again,  by  demonstrations  aa  ell  to  the  front.  Please  send  me 
your  news  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  tear  up  as  much  track  as 
you  can. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA^ant, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Pitts’  Mill,  Near  Gordon,  Ga.,  November  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  d.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division  : 

I  hear  you  have  difficulty  in  getting  forage  where  you  now  are  locat¬ 
ing.  I  think  you  can  send  foraging  parties  out  AAithout  any  risk.  I 
heard  that  a  ])ortion  of  the  caAUxlry  had  a])pro])riated  silver  i)late,  &c. 
1  Avant  you  to  take  unusual  i)ains  to  i)reA"ent  ])illage.  It  is  so  tempting 
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iu  a  hostile  country  for  soldiers  to  load  themselves  with  plunder  that  it 
is  done  almost  before  we  think  of  it.  I  mean  to  take  every  opportunity 
to  strip  the  infantry  of  useless  trash.  We  occupy  Gordon.  General 
Sherman  is  probably  near  Milled geville  to-night.  You  had  better  try 
and  communicate  with  him  frequently. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Griswold.,  Ga.,  November  21,  1864 — 12  m. 

Major-General  Howard  : 

General  :  The  enemy  has  made  attacks  on  my  people  in  j)osition  on 
Milledgeville  road,  but  has  each  time  been  repulsed.  He  is  now  moving 
down  the  railroad.  1  am  firmly  settled  and  fastened  upon  it.  Have 
eftectually  destroyed  already  over  four  miles  of  track,  captured  and 
burned  a  train  of  cars.  I  expect  to  be  attacked  all  along  my  line  in  a 
few  minutes;  the  enemy  is  now  moving  on  the  roads  in  my  front,  I 
think,  for  that  pur^iose.  Do  not  be  alarmed ;  we  can  repulse  any  attack 
that  may  be  made. 

J.  KILPATEIOK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Hardee  and  Beauregard  are  both  in  Macon.  Beauregard  made  a 
speech  to  the  soldiers  yesterday. 


Pitts’  Mill,  near  Gordon,  Ga.,  November  21,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississip2)i : 

We  have  reached  Gordon  with  the  head  of  the  column.  Giles  Smith’s 
division  is  in  camp  there  to-night;  Woods’  division  is  also  on  the  rail¬ 
road,  about  five  miles  nearer  Macon,  and  Hazen’s  division  within  sup¬ 
porting  distance ;  Mower’s  and  Leggett’s  divisions  are  near  the  Macon 
and  Milledgeville  wagon  roads;  Corse,  with  the  bridge  train 'and  the 
trains  belonging  to  Kilpatrick,  is  yet  between  Clinton  and  Hillsborough. 
To-morrow  I  will  have  everything  substantially  at  Gordon.  Our 
marches  at  first,  until  we  reached  the  Ocmulgee,  were  very  pleasant, 
having  good  roads  and  good  weather.  Since  then  our  roads  have  been 
very  heavy,  and  the  rain  continuous.  We  have  found  the  country  full 
of  provisions,  and  thus  far  have  drawn  very  little  ui)on  our  rations. 
We  have  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  (;otton,  the  Planters’  Factory,  a 
pistol  factory  and  a  mill  at  Griswold,  the  latter  three  by  General  Kil¬ 
patrick.  I  will  inclose  you  General  Kilpatrick’s  dispatches,  so  as  to 
show  you  what  he  has  been  doing;  also,  dispatches  caidured  at  Gordon. 
His  headquarters  are  to-night  at  Griswold,  and  lie  is  covering  the 
approaches  from  Macon.  Tlie  mayor  of  Milledgeville  surrendered  the 
town  formally  to  Captain  Duncan  and  a  few  scouts.  Afterward,  a  com- 
jiany  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  entered  the  town  with  (hiptain 
Duncan  and  destroyed  the  depot  and  some  75  or  100  boxes  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  telegraph  ofiice.  We  have  found  quite  a  number  of  mules  and 
hors(‘s,  and  lieen  able  to  replace*  our  poor  ones  and  those  that  were 
broken  down;  our  herds,  too,  have  increased  rather  than  diminished. 
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My  iuformatioii  yet  as  to  the  strength  of  the  force  at  Macon  is  indefi¬ 
nite  5  there  is,  however,  considerable  cavalry  on  this  side  of  the  river 
(Ocmiilgee),  supported  by  infantry  and  some  artillery.  The  arrival  of 
some  troops  from  Savannah,  and  the  drawing  back  of  some  2,000  or 
3,000  militia  from  Griffin,  has  been  reported.  Beauregard,  Hardee,  and 
Johnston  were  reported  in  Macon.  Beauregard  assured  the  people  in 
a  speech  yesterday  that  he  had  us  now  just  where  he  wanted  us.  From 
all  quarters  he  seems  to  have  already  collected  from  10,000  to  15,000 
men.  Eebel  rumors  place  you  at  Eatonton.  I  shall  expect  further 
orders  from  you  at  Gordon  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  I)ept.  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  200.  s  Louisville.,  Ky.,  November  21^  1804. 

******* 

111.  Lieut.  Col.  James  Wilson,  provost-marshal-general  of  this  army, 
having  reported  from  leave  of  absence  to  these  headquarters  Novem¬ 
ber  13,  1804,  and  being  unable  to  Join  the  army  in  the  held,  will  remain 
at  these  headquarters  until  further  orders. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  ^ 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

WM.  T.  CLABK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  1  Headquarters  Department  and 
■  Field  Orders,  [  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  174.  )  Pitts'’  Mill^  Near  Gordon.,  Ga.^  Xovember  21,  1804. 

The  following  will  be  the  movement  of  tliis  army  to-morrow:  First, 
Major-General  Blair,  (*omnianding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  con¬ 
centrate,  his  command  at  Gordon,  mo'ving  to  that  point  at  7  a.  m. 
Second,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
will,  with  the  exception  of  Ids  First  Division,  move  his  command  to  the 
Aicinity  of  Gordon,  He  will  direct  Brigadier-General  Woods,  com¬ 
manding  First  Division,  to  take  uii  a  strong  })osition  on  the  railroad 
and  send  one  brigade  to  demonstrate  toward  Macon.  Third,  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick,  commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division,  will  take 
position  on  the  right  of  General  Woods  and  send  out  a  force  on  all 
the  roads  toward  Macon.  Fourth,  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps,  will  cut  and  make  a  road 
parallel  and  near  to  that  taken  by  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  Fifth,  the 
trains  will  be  brought  up  as  rapidly  as  ])ossible,  the  right  of  way  to  be 
given,  whenever  practicable,  to  the  bridge  train,  and  parked  to  the  east 
of  Gordon.  Sixth,  the  trains  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the 
leading  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  Seventh,  when  possible, 
the  troops  will  destroy  the  railroad  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  (),  Howard: 

SAME.  L,  TAGGART, 

Assist((nt  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cross-Roads^  November  1864 — 4.30  p,  m. 

[Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard:] 

General  :  Woods’  division  passed  this  point  at  3  p.  m.,  and  will  go 
in  camp  at  the  railroad  crossing  where  I  left  my  mounted  infantry  this 
a.  m.  Hazen’s  division  will  be  at  these  cross-roads  in  about  one  hour, 
and  I  will  let  them  camp  there,  in  order  to  have  them  fresh  to-morrow. 
The  distance  between  the  two  camps  is  three  miles  and  a  half.  The 
fact  that  General  Kilpatrick  sent  me  word  that  he  would  fall  back  before 
night  is  another  reason  to  let  the  Second  Division  remain  here,  as  the 
cavalry  not  only  will  now  hold  its  present  position,  and  General  Smith 
and  train  is  thus  amply  covered.  Distance  to  Gordon  from  Woods,  six 
miles  and  a  half ;  from  Hazeu,  ten  miles.  General  Hazen  will  leave 
here  to-morrow  at  6.30  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully, 

OSTEKHxVUS. 


HeadqI'Arters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

Macon  Cross-Roads^  (ra..  Noretnher  lC,  1864^6.4 5  p.  ni. 
Maj.  Gen.  O,  O.  Howard, 

Co tn ni a n d ln(f  A  rmif : 

Gener^al:  The  First  and  Second  Divisions  aie  in  camp  as  indicated 
in  tlie  sketch  sent  you  this  ]>.  m.,  with  tin*  exce])tion  of  om*  brigade  of 
Second  Division,  which  General  Hazen  took  back  to  (Tinton,  that  i)lacc 
having  been  threatened  by  rebel  cavalry.  I  hav(*  not  at  this  lionr  any 
information  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  things  th(‘re,  but  hope  that 
(‘verytliing  is  .safe.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  kee])  the  ])lace  oc<ai])ie(l 
until  General  Corse  arrives  and  can  bring  by  his  very  large  tiains':? 
Soiiie  cavalry  would  be  very  desirable.  Tin*  train  of  J^'irst  Division 
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was  attacked  by  a  rebel  party  when  passing  the  fork'  of  the  road  to 
Griswold,  which  I  considered  Avell  guarded  from  the  protestations  of 
General  Kilpatrick’s  adjutant-general  to  that  effect.  My  train  guard 
repulsed  the  rebels,  of  course,  and  so  far  all  is  right.  I  am  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Hazen’s  division ;  the  troops  are  encamped  in  supporting  distance 
of  General  Kilpatrick’s  line  in  a  strong  position. 

Awaiting  your  kind  orders  for  to-morrow’s  movement,  I  am,  general, 
with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 

Majof'- General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — Information  just  received  report  Clinton  all  quiet.  General 
Hazen  put  the  regiments  with  him  in  camp  four  miles  from  town. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  178.  \  In  the  Fieldj  Ga.,  November  21.,  1864. 

I.  The  movements  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  foi*  to-morrow  will 
be  as  follows:  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods,  commanding  First  Division, 
will  take  a  strong  defensive  position  near  the  Meeting-House,  con¬ 
venient  to  the  command.  Leaving  two  regiments  on  the  railroad,  with 
orders  to  destroy  the  same,  Avith  one  of  his  brigades  he  will  make  a 
demonstration  toward  Macon  at  an  early  hour.  Brigadier-General 
Hazen,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  continue  his  march  at  6  a. 
m.  toward  Irwinton,  taking  a  strong  position  at  the  forks  of  the  roads 
to  Gordon.  He  will,  however,  leave  at  or  send  back  to  Clinton  one 
of  his  brigades,  or  its  equivalent,  with  instructions  to  intrench  them¬ 
selves  at  that  place,  to  cover  it  against  any  assault  from  Macon.  This 
brigade  will  remain  there  until  relieved  by  the  Fourth  Division,  Achen 
it  will  join  its  command  on  the  Irwinton  road.  Brigadier-General 
Smith,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  on  to  Gordon.  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will,  upon  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Clinton,  relieve  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division  at  that  place 
guarding  the  road  to  Macon,  and  will  push  Avith  all  possible  rapidity 
the  trains  in  his  charge  forAvard  on  the  direct  road  to  Gordon,  giving, 
whenever  practicable,  the  right  of  way  to  the  bridge  train.  As  soon 
as  the  trains  pass  Clinton  he  will  withdraw  the  brigade  on  guard  at 
that  place  and  order  it  to  follow  the  train.  The  Artillery  Brigade  Avill 
remain  and  march  as  distributed  with  the  divisions  yesterday  until  the 
(*orps  reaches  the  vicinity  of  Gordon. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P,  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FREDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

C  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  99.  )  In  the  Field,  at - Mills,  November  21, 1864. 

This  command  Avill  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morroAv,  the  22d  instant,  in 
the  following  order:  first,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  as  advance 
guard,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  Avagonj  second,  pioneer 
corps,  tool  Avagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  Avagon  (baggage);  third, 
three  l  egiments  First  Bi  igade,  each  regiment  followed  by  one  ambu¬ 
lance  and  one  av  agon ;  fourth,  artillery ;  fifth,  one  regiment  First  Brigade, 
followed  by  one  and)nlance  and  oneAvagon;  sixth,  ammunition  train; 
seventh,  division  headciuarters  train  and  provost  guard;  eighth.  First 
Brigade  train;  ninth,  Second  Brigade  train;  tentli,  quartermaster’s 
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train;  eleventh,  commissary  of  subsistence  train;  twelfth,  ambulance 
corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments  and  detachments ;  thir¬ 
teenth,  two  regiments  Second  Brigade,  well  deployed,  one  upon  each  flank 
of  all  of  the  division  trains;  fourteenth,  reserve  ammunition  wagons, 
supply  and  ambulance  trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions;  fif¬ 
teenth,  two  regiments  Second  Brigade,  rear  guard — one  ambulance  and 
one  wagon  for  each  of  the  flanking  and  rear-guard  regiments  will  be 
X)laced  between  the  last  two  regiments. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Geii.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  i  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

^o.  11.  ;  In  the  Field^  Hillsborough,  Ga.,  November  21, 1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  22d  instant,  as  follows: 
The  i)ontoon  train  will  move  at  6  a.  m.;  the  First  Brigade  has  the  ad¬ 
vance,  and  will  move  at  6.30  a.  m.;  the  Third  Brigade  will  march  in 
the  center,  and  move  at  7  a.  m. ;  the  Second  Brigade  wUl  bring  uji  the 
rear,  and  will  follow  close  on  the  Third  Brigade.  The  jiiopeer  corps 
will  move  in  the  rear  of  the  advance  regiment,  and  repair  the  roads  and 
build  bridges,  that  the  trains  may  be  delayed  as  little  as  possible.  The 
trains  will  move  closed  up — first,  the  pioneer  corps  train;  then  the 
brigade  trains  in  their  respective  order  of  march ;  followed  by  the  ord¬ 
nance,  supply,  and,  last,  the  ambulance  train.  As  Ave  are  near  a  large 
rebel  cavalry  force  it  is  imx)ortant  that  the  utmost  Augiiance  be  shown 
by  the  different  brigade  commanders;  men  and  trains  should  be  kept' 
well  in  hand.  In  case  of  an  attack  the  general  commanding  should  be 
at  once  intormed.  The  practice  of  shooting  without  orders  is  forbidden, 
and  brigade  commanders  will  jiromulgate  an  order,  to  be  read  to  their 
respective  commands  to-morrow  morning  before  marching,  that  the 
firing. of  muskets  AAuthout  orders  must  cease,  and  Avill  have  the  violators 
of  such  orders  severely  xiunished.  Attention  is  also  called  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  172,  jiaragraph  II,  from  dex)artmeiit  headquarters,  and  to 
Special  Orders,  i7o.  177,  paragraph  I,  corx)S  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse : 

L.  CABPEB, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  288.  )  Pitts^  Mill,  near  Gordon,  Ga.,  November  21^  1864. 

I.  The  following  are  tlie  orders  for  to-morroAv’s  movement: 

1.  The  First  Division,  MaJ.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  Avill  move 
forward  to  Gordon  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  The  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Leggett  commanding,  Avill 
move  forward  at  7  a.  m.,  following  the  First  Division. 

3.  The  commanding  officer  Artillery  Brigade  Avill  detail  one  battery  to 
move  Avith  each  division,  as  the  division  commamhu'  may  direct. 

4.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  in  rear  of  the  ordnance 
train  Avith  the  advance  brigade  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  F.  Blair: 

(J.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assista n  t  A dju taut- General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

November  21  ^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
forward,  taking  the  road  to  Fortville,  at  10  o’clock,  impossible.  If  you 
cannot  move  at  that  hour  start  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Yannh  House,  November  21,  1864. 
General  J.  C.  Davis,  Conwianding  Fourteenth  Gorins: 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  say  that  at 
Lawrence’s,  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from  your  quarters,  the  road 
forks — the  one  leading  to  the  right,  on  which  Morgan  now  is,  is  the 
longer  but  somewhat  the  better;  by  the  left  there  is  a  ford  to  pass 
the  Cedar  Creek.  He  thinks  you  will  do  well  to  send  two  divisions, 
the  engineers,  and  the  pontoon  train  by  the  right-hand  road,  and  one 
division  by  the  left  hand  and  ford.  Inclosed  is  a  small  sketch*  by 
Captain  Poe.  The  distance  by  the  left  is  about  sixteen  miles  from  the 
fork  to  Milledgeville,  touching  the  railroad  some  five  miles  from  it,  but 
not  intersecting  the  road  by  which  the  Twentieth  Corps  is  marching. 
Both  your  columns  will  enter  Milledgeville  about  the  same  point.  The 
general  wishes  your  columns  kept  pretty  compact,  regardless  of  the 
time  it  takes  you  to  reach  Milledgeville. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de- Camp. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Murder  Creek,  Ga.,  November  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Your  march  has  been  a  good  one  to-day,  except  perhaps 
a  little  remissness  on  the  part  of  your  train  guards  in  not  pushing  up 
the  trains.  You  will  remain  in  your  present  camp  until  further  orders. 
General  Baird’s  division  will  take  the  advance  to-morrow.  This  will 
give  you  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  which  to  rest,  &c.,  secure  the 
crossing  at  Cedar  Creek,  picket  well,  and  give  the  Michigan  Engineers 
any  help  tliey  may  desire  to  work  the  roads. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Five  miles  back  from  Little  River,  November  21,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.'Eodgers,  Assistant  Adj^itant  General : 

Colonel:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Asmussen  stating  that  the  general  commanding  expects  the  whole 
corps  to  encamp  to-night  at  Little  Biver.  I  do  not  think  the  First 
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Division  will  be  able  to  reach  there.  They  are  at  least  three  miles 
back,  and  the  road  is  almost  impassable.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  to 
get  them  up.  The  Second  Division  train  has  not  all  passed  this  point 
yet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Bri(jadier -General^  Commandimj, 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Garrard’’ s  House^  Novemher  21^  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Dodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General: 

Colonel:  The  First  Division  Avill  encamp  here  to-night  (the  place 
where  yen  dined).  The  head  of  their  column  is  here,  and  imrking.  In 
the  absence  of  other  orders,  I  will  have  this  division  start  at  5  a.  m. 
to-morrow,  and  have  it  pass  the  other  divisions  near  the  river.  The 
animals  in  the  First  Division’s  train  are  much  exhausted,  and  should 
have  the  best  road  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Wear  Dennis  Station,  Ga.,  Novemher  21,  1864. 

This  corps  will  move  to-morrow  toward  Milledgeville,  as  follows :  First 
Division  in  advance,  starting  at  5  a.  m. ;  Second  Division  train  at  7 
a.  m.j  Third  Division  at  8  a.  in. 

The  corps  supply  and  orduance  trains  will  march  in  front  of  the  First 
Division  to  Little  Kiver,  when  they  will  fall  in  rear  of  it.  General 
Jackson  will  detail  one  regiment  to  march  Avith  and  assist  them.  Col¬ 
onel  Hughes’  mounted  infantry  will  start  from  their  present  camp  at 
5.30  a.  m. 

The  pontoon  bridge  will  be  taken  up  as  soon  as  the  rear  of  the 
column  has  passed,  the  rear  brigade  of  General  Ward’s  division  giving 
such  assistance  and  protection  to  it  as  may  be  necessary. 

All  of  the  iiontoon  train  not  required  for  the  bridge  over  Little 
Diver  Avill  march  in  rear  of  the  First  Division,  starting  at  7  a.  m.  The 
artillery  will  be  distributed  in  the  column  the  same  as  heretofore. 
General  Jackson  and  General  Ward  will  each  distribute  their  troops, 
except  the  advance  brigade  of  the  First  Division  and  the  rear  brigade 
of  the  Third  Division,  along  the  trains,  so  as  to  cover  each  a  half  of 
the  train  of  the  Second  Division,  and  Avill  give  them  all  necessary 
assistance. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  DEDKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headqi^arters  Twentieth  Corps, 

On  the  Road,  five  miles  from  Little  River,  Novemher  21,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to  say  that 
he  has  been  ordered  by  General  Slocum  to  encamp  the  Avhole  corps,  if 


516 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


possible,  to-iiiglit  at  Little  Eiver.  He  desires  to  have  you  push  on  as 
far  as  i)ossible,  but  as  soon  as  dark  he  directs  that  you  turn  the  head 
of  your  columu  into  park  and  camii.  The  pontoon  train  is  needed  to 
cross  Little  Kiver,  and  they  must  be  hurried  up  to  that  point  to-night. 
Please  give  them  all  the  assistance  they  require.  Should  your  division 
not  reach  Little  Eiver,  the  general  directs  that  you  start,  in  the  absence 
of  further  orders,  at  5  o’clock  to-morrow  morning  with  the  trains  that 
have  been  in  advance  of  yours  to-day,  still  occupying  the  same  iilace 
ill  the  column.  He  also  desires  that  in  the  march  of  to-morrow  that 
you  detail  a  regiment  to  assist  the  corps  supply  and  ammunition  trains. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Dennis  Station,  Ga.,  November  21,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  at  5  a.  m.  toward  Milledgeville, 
in  the  following  order :  The  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  to  guard  and 
assist  the  corps  supply  and  ordnance  trains  to  Little  Eiver,  after  which 
it  will  march  unencumbered  as  advance  guard;  the  First  Brigade  next, 
to  be  distributed  along  the  train  of  the  First  Division,  excepting  the  last 
twenty-five  wagons  of  the  train;  the  Third  Brigade  in  rear,  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  along  the  last  twenty-five  wagons  of  First  Division  train  and 
the  first  half  of  the  Second  Division  train;  also,  after  passing  the 
river,  this  brigade  will  guard  and  assist  the  corps  supply  and  ord¬ 
nance  trains,  Avhich  fall  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  train  at  the  river. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  NT.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  E0BI]^S01sr, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  November  21,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  ^Yashington,  D.  C.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  affairs  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  remain  in  a  satisfactory  state.  The  troops  are  kept  constantly 
employed  in  drilling,  policing,  and  in  perfecting  and  strengthening  the 
defenses. 

Ill  the  N'orthern  District,  the  addition  to  Fort  Putnam  of  the  new 
battery,  composed  of  six^  il-inch  Dahlgren  guns,  is  comi)leted.  It  is 
furnished  with  excellent  bomb-proofs  and  magazines.  On  account  of 
our  want  of  men,  and  especially  of  good  artillery,  the  admiral  has 
agreed  to  man  this  new  battery,  and  to  furnish,  in  addition  to  the 
guns,  the  ammunition.  Fort  Putnam  is  now  in  excellent  order,  and  has 
been  surrounded  Avith  a  neAv  and  strong  palisading  outside  of  the  xiara- 
pet.  The  batteries  on  Cummings  Point  lying  next  to  Fort  Putnam, 
denominated  Batteries  Chatfield,  Seymour,  and  Barton,  liaA^e  all  been 
united  into  one  fort,  to  be  called  Fort  Chatfield,  Avhich  is  furnished 
Avith  magazines  and  bomb-proof,  Avith  a  strong  stockade,  Avith  flanking 
arrangements  in  the  rear,  and  in  the  front,  outside  of  tlie  parapet,  a 
strong  palisading  in  course  of  erection.  Fort  Strong  is  already  furnished 
with  a  good  iialisading,  and  is  in  ])ertect  order.  As  soon,  therefore,  as 
the  palisading  in  front  of  Fort  Chatlield  is  completed,  these  three 
strong  forts  Avill  be  perfectly  secure  from  any  attempts  to  carry  them 
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by  suri)rise  ana  escalade  by  any  force  landing  from  boats.  They  are 
also  in  a  most  effective  condition,  with  the  exception  of  some  guns 
which  have  burst  and  are  not  yet  replaced,  no  new  ones  being  here  on 
han d.  The  importance  of  having  these  advanced  batteries  in  a  perfectly 
secure  and  unassailable  condition  was  felt  more  decidedly  from  the 
knowledge  that  the  enemy  is  constantly  building  bateaux  and  launches 
at  Charleston,  having  already  125  completed,  capable  of  carrying  from 
twenty-live  to  sixty  men  each,  several  of  them  being  filled  with  how¬ 
itzers.  Our  i)icket  stations  on  Long  Island,  Black  Island,  and  Cole’s 
Island  are  also  strengthened  by  intrenchments,  which  are  furnished 
with  light  field  pieces.  These  field-works  are  likewise  surrounded  with 
l)alisades  and  other  obstacles,  and  are  judged  to  be  safe  against  any 
sudden  attack  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  other  districts  similar  preparations  have  been  made  contin- 
uonslj'',  until  1  am  now  in  a  condition,  in  case  of  need,  to  draw  from  each 
district  one  or  two  regiments  to  resist  an  attack  in  any  other  portion 
of  the  department,  or  to  constitute  a  small  force  to  attack  the  enemy. 
An  opportunity  of  this  kind  may  shortly  occur,  if,  as  appears  from  the 
late  rebel  papers,  General  Sherman  really  be  npon  the  march  from 
Atlanta  to  Savannah  or  Charleston.  If  such  prove  to  be  the  case,  I 
shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  aid  him  in  every  way  I  can.  Although  I 
am  ordered  to  stand  strictly  on  the  defensive,  and  have  received  no 
instructions  or  information  from  the  commanding  general  relating  to 
this  probable  event,  yet  I  take  it  for  granted  that  I  am  expected  to  act 
efiectively  under  such  an  emergency,  should  it  arise. 

The  health  of  the  department  continues  good.  The  exchange  of  prison¬ 
ers  is  progressing  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mulford.  I 
understand  that  all  the  rebels  have  been  delivered  and  most  of  our 
men  received;  also,  that  the  condition  of  the  latter  received  is  fully  as 
good  as  that  of  the  rebels  delivered.  Information  received  from  desert¬ 
ers,  refugees,  and  escaped  officers  and  soldiers,  represent  that  great 
dejection  is  felt  at  the  result  of  the  re-election  of  President  Lincoln; 
that  a  sharp  discussion  is  going  on  about  arming  negroes;  that  the 
yellow  fever  is  abating  in  Charleston,  and  has  not  been  an  epidemic  in 
Savannah,  from  which  it  has  now  disappeared;  that  a  considerable 
number  of  Union  prisoners  have  enlisted  with  the  rebel  army,  being 
driven  to  this  step  by  privations  and  suffering;  that  the  most  of  these 
have  been  sent  to  join  Pat.  Cleburne’s  division,  of  Hood’s  army,  but  that 
400  of  them  are  in  Georgia  regiments  posted  on  James  Island ;  that  our 
prisoners  are  suffering  for  clothes  and  food;  that  the  Union  officers  at 
Columbia  have  insufficient  food  and  no  shelter,  except  bough  houses 
constructed  by  themselves;  and  that  extraordinary  exertions  are  now 
being  made  to  get  the  militia  and  reserves  into  the  field  to  meet  the 
l)resent  emergency.  In  consequence^  of  the  deficient  rations  given  to 
our  officers,  1  have  reduced  the  rations  of  the  rebel  officers  in  my  hands 
accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEU, 

M ajor- Genera /,  Com manding. 


Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  N'oremher  J21, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  o/  the  t^otith  : 

General:  You  were  kind  enough  to  ask  me  for  my  views  relating 
to  the  cutting  of  the  railroad  between  ISavaniiah  and  Charleston.  In 
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my  letter  of  yesterday  I  stated  that  I  thought  it  would  be  best  to  strike 
the  road  from  Broad  Biver.  The  more  I  examine  it  the  better  satisfied 
I  am  that  that  is  the  true  point  of  operations.  By  landing  where  the 
road  from  Grahamville  strikes  the  river,  opposite  Whale  Island,  a  march 
of  less  than  twenty  miles  puts  you  on  the  road  at  Gopher  Hill.  One 
regiment,  with  a  battery  detached,  should  take  the  road  to  the  right 
and  throw  up  intrenchments  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  where  the  road 
from  the  Ooosawhatchie  divides.  The  main  force  would  throw  up  a 
strong  fort  at  Gopher  Hill,  which  is  probably  a  commanding  position;  a 
detachment  could  then  be  sent  to  Ferebeeville,  to  fortify  there.  The 
line  from  Gopher  Hill  to  Broad  Eiver  would  then  be  entirely  free  from 
molestation,  and  constant  communication  could  be  kept  up  with  Hilton 
Head,  and  supplies  furnished  Sherman’s  army,  if  Lee,  abandoning 
Bichmond,  should  come  down  to  protect  Charleston.  I  would  aot 
injure  the  road,  as  Sherman  may  desire  to  use  it.  1  would  get  up  to 
Hilton  Head  the  two  locomotives  from  Jacksonville,  and  have  them  put 
in  repair,  if  they  need  it;  also,  all  the  cars  and  extra  pairs  of  wheels. 
Of  these  latter,  there  is  quite  a  number  at  Jacksonville  and  some  at 
Fernaudina.  There  are  also  at  Fernandina  spare  parts  of  locomotives 
that  may  be  found  useful.  To  make  the  movement  the  whole  of  the 
force  at  Hilton  Head  and  three-quarters  of  that  at  Beaufort  could  be 
used  without  running  any  risk.  Two  regiments  from  Florida  and  three 
from  here  might  be  spared;  certainly  one  could  be  sent  from  Florida 
and  three  from  here.  By  garrisoning  the  forts  here  the  force  might  be 
much  reduced.  It  is  as  I  thought  about  the  Star  Fort,  on  Folly  Island; 
there  was  never  a  day’s  work  done  on  it  after  you  came  in  command; 
what  work  was  done  has  nearly  blown  away.  I  will  commence  work 
on  it  immediately.  It  will  make  a  difierence  of  seven  companies  to 
defend  that  portion  of  the  island;  a  regiment  is  uoav  used  when  three 
companies  with  the  fort  is  an  ample  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JjnO.  p.  hatch. 

Brigadier- General. 


City  Point,  Novemhcr  22^  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  Bichmond  papers  of  this  date,  just  received,  have  but  little  news 
of  Sherman.  The  Whig  says: 

AVe  are  unable  to  obtain  any  later  intelligence  from  Georgia  this  forenoon,  except  a 
report,  seemingly  reliable,  tliat  Sliermau  was  only  eighteen  miles  from  Macon  yester¬ 
day:  We  did  not  receive  any  exchanges  to-day  from  ])oints  beyond  Greensborongh, 
the  mail  having  failed  to  connect  at  that  point. 

The  Sentinel  says: 

If  the  rains  Avhich  have  been  falling  here  for  several  aay.s  extend  to  Georgia,  Sher¬ 
man  Avill  have  heavy  traveling.  It  will  operate  greatly  to  his  disadvantage  and  to 
our  benefit;  if  will  retard  his  movements  and  make  foraging  extremely  diflicnlt. 
Our  concentration  of  troops  to  operate  against  him  being  by  railroad,  will  not  experi¬ 
ence  the  like  interruption.  AVe  trust  tliat  the  Black  Jack  will  hold  him  until  our 
generals  gather  all  around  him  for  his  destruction. 

Other  Bichmond  papers  make  uo  mention  of  Sherman  whateA^er. 

JNO.  A.  BAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  the  Secretary  of  War.) 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  CobVs  Flantation^  November  22,  1864, 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-cliief  to  write  you  as  fol¬ 
lows:  The  march  of  this  wing  has  been,  since  leaving  Atlanta,  in  two 
columns,  and  very  successful  up  to  this  time.  The  Fourteenth  Corps 
is  now  on  the  Hillsborough  road,  ten  miles  west  of  Milledgeville,  and 
the  Twentieth  Corps  must  now  be  in  the  capital,  having  marched  by 
the  Eatonton  road.  The  Georgia  railroad,  from  and  including  the 
Oconee  bridge,  west  to  Lithonia,  is  well  destroyed.  Troops  in  fine  con¬ 
dition,  having  fed  high  on  sweet  potatoes  and  poultry.  Stock  is  also 
doing  well  though  the  roads  have  been  very  heavy. 

Tlie  general  desires  you  will  report  to  him  at  Milledgeville  to-morrow 
(where  he  will  go  early),  in  detail,  your  operations  since  leaving  Atlanta; 
also,  the  position  of  your  command,  in  view  of  his  making  further  orders. 
In  the  meantime  you  cannot  do  too  much  permanent  damage  to  that  rail¬ 
road  east  of  Macon  or  about  Gordon.  You  will  also  notify  General  Kil¬ 
patrick  a  similar  report  is  desired  from  him. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  &c,, 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide-de-,Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Gordon,  Ga.,  November  22,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 


Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

I  send  you,  by  General  Kilpatrick,  dispatches  just  captured.  My 
command  will  be  pretty  well  closed  up  to-night.  I  have  directed  Major- 
General  Blair  to  push  Giles  A.  Smith’s  division,  Avith  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  to  try  and  save  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Oconee.  I  shall 
move,  as  soon  as  the  bridge  can  be  gotten  up,  to  the  crossing  six  miles 
beloAV  that  bridge.  I  hope,  however,  before  starting,  to  hear  from  you. 
1  sent  dispatches  to  you  this  morning  by  Captain  Duncan. 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General, 


[Inclosuro  No.  1.] 


Macon,  Thursday  Morning,  November  17,  1864. 

Dear  Governor  :  Things  are  very  bad  here.  Sherman  in  person 
is  leading,  say,  30,000  men  against  us.  We  are  retreating  as  rapidly 
as  possible  consistent  with  order  and  efficiency.  The  militia  are  retreat¬ 
ing  in  admirable  order  and  good  discipline,  as  General  Cobb  reports. 
I  will  meet  them  between  this  and  Forsyth  this  evening.  1  believe  the 
Legislature  will  grant  you  large  and  liberal  powers.  Tell  them  the 
country  is  in  danger.  Let  all  of  her  sons  come  to  the  rescue. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

R.  TOOMBS. 


r.  S. — We  have  called  for  the  troops  in  Wilmington,  Charleston,  and 
Savannah.  If  we  do  defend  here  they  Avill  be  on  us  by  Monday.  Cav¬ 
alry  force  said  to  be  about  (),()()0.  Send  all  the  troops  you  can.  If  we 
do  not  get  help  we  must  abandon  this  place. 

Yours, 


R.  TOOMBS. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 


State  of  Georgia, 

Adjutant  and' Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Gordon.,  November  20,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  Macon: 

I  report  here  with  200  men.  Send  me  10,000  rounds  of  ammunition, 
.69  caliber,  and  a  medical  officer. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 


Gordon,  November  20,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Savannah  : 

It  is  my  opinion  yon  had  better  send  troops  to  guard  Oconee  bridge. 
Keep  your  telegraph  office  open. 

II.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 


Major-General  McLaws, 

Savannah  : 


Gordon,  November  21, 1864. 


I  have  been  cut  off  from  Macon  for  thirty  hours.  It  is  reported  to 
me  that  Macon  will  be  evacuated  by  our  troops,  the  enemy  being  to(; 
strong.  I  have,  therefore,  in  council,  decided  to  fall  back  to  the  Oconee, 
the  now  important  point  in  this  neighborhood.  My  force  is  450,  includ¬ 
ing  sixty  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery.  I  report  to  you  for  orders. 

,  HENRY  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure  No.  .5.] 


Gordon,  November  21, 1864. 

Maj.  H.  T.  Hall: 

Courier  just  in  reports  40,000  men  marching  down  Western  and 
Atlantic  Railroad  on  Macon,  20,000  marching  down  Georgia  road  on 
Augusta.  I  have  nothing  from  Macon.  The  enemy  left  Griswold  last 
night  in  direction  for  Milledgeville,  as  understood,  iiassing  to  east  of 
me. 


Keep  the  telegraph  on  the  alert. 


HENRY  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 


[Inclosure  No.  6.] 


Gordon,  November  21,  1864. 

Colonel  Rains,  Ang^ista : 

Send  me  250  cartridge  boxes  and  belts.  The  rain  is  ruining  my 
powder. ' 

1 1.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


[Inclosuro  No.  7.] 


Gordon,  Central  Railroad,  November  21,  1864. 
Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters,  Savannah: 
Major-General  Wayne  proposes  falling  back  from  this  place  to  the 
Oconee  bridge.  The  enemy  are  reported  40,000  strong,  moving  on 
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Macon,  and  20,000  on  Augusta.  A  small  force  of  the  enemy  were  in 
Milledgeville  yesterday  evening.  I  await  further  orders.  Telegraph 
me  at  No.  14. 

A.  L.  IIARTEIDGE, 

Major ^  &c. 

[Inclosnre  No.  8.] 

Augusta,  [^ovemher]  21^  1864. 
General  Fry,  ^ 

Commanding^  d’C.,  Augusta : 

Have  you  any  new-s  of  importance  from  Macon'?  The  wires  are  cut, 
but  I  will  send  a  courier  through.  Cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  moving 
on  the  east  of  me,  as  if  for  Milledgeville.  Keep  me  advised. 

HENRY  0.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosnre  No.  9.] 

Headquarters  Williams’  Kentucky  Brigade, 

Novemher  21j  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

Major  Poole, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General  for  General  Hardee: 

I  found  the  enemy  about  four  miles  from  Clinton,  about  one  regiment 
strong.  I  have  driven  them  over  a  mile  and  am  still  driving  them. 
Have  not  as  yet  learned  anything  of  the  force  they  have  in  their  rear. 
Very  respectfully,  Ac., 

WM.  C.  P.  BRECKINRIDGE,' 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


General  I  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [-  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  26.  )  Gordon.,  Ga.j  November  22^  1864. 

It  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  major-general  commanding 
that  the  crime  of  arson  and  robbery  have  become  frequent  throughout 
this  army,  notwithstanding  x^isitive  orders  both  from  these  and  supe¬ 
rior  headquarters  have  been  repeatedly  issued,  and  Avith  a  view  to  the 
])rom])t  xninishment  of  offenses  of  this  kind,  it  is  hereby  ordered :  That 
hereafter  any  officer  or  man  of  this  (mmmand  discovered  in  pillaging  a 
house  or  burning  a  building  without  proper  authority  Avill,  upon  suffi¬ 
cient  proof  thereof,  be  shot.  Coiqis  commanders  are  required  to  notify 
every  member  of  their  respective  commands  of  all  departments  of  this 
order. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  HoAvard: 

W.  BEDFORD, 

A  ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  ^ 
Field  Orders,  > 
No.  175.  ) 

*  * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Gordon.,  Ga.,  November  22,  1864. 


HI.  Tlie  following-named  troops  composing  this  army  Avill  moA^e 
to-morrow,  as  folio avs:  First,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding 
Fifteenth  Coiqis,  Avill  move  the  Second  Division  of  his  command,  Avith 
its  trains,  on  the  Irwinton  road,  starting  at  7  a.  m.  IleAvill  cause  the 
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First  Division  of  his  command  to  move  on  the  same  road  to  tliis  vicin¬ 
ity.  He  will  direct  Brigadier- General  Corse  to  mov6  with  his  command 
on  the  direct  road  to  this  place,  reachiug  here  at  as  early  an  hour  as 
practicable.  The  Third  Division  will  remain  at  Gordon,  and  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  E.  Smith,  commanding,  will  be  directed  to  send  from  headquarters 
teams,  and  those  that  have  the  lightest  loads,  fifty-five  six-mnle  teams,  to 
move  np  the  boats  in  the  bridge  train  to  Gordon  in  the  quickest  possible 
time,  the  officers  in  charge  reporting  with  teams  to  Captain  Beese,  chief 
engineer,  at  these  headquarters,  for  instructions,  at  6.30  a.  m.  to-mor¬ 
row.  Second,  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  will  cause  the  Fonvth  Division  of  his  command.  Brig.  Gen.  G. 
A.  Smith,  commanding,  to  move  toward  the  railroad  bridge,  fulfilling 
instructions  already  given.  He  will  march  the  infantry  of  the  other 
two  divisions  of  his  command  along  the  railroad  and  detail  men  to 
destroy  it  en  route — one  division  to  commence  eight  miles  from  Gordon 
and  destroy  to  some  point  opposite  Irwinton,  and  there  encamp,  and  the 
other  from  Gordon,  and  encamx)  eight  miles  out.  The  trains  of  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  will  move  along  the  Jackson  Ferry  wagon  road, 
with  small  guard,  and  park  with  their  divisions.  Third,  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  for  the  Seventeenth  Corx)S  to  cross  the  Oconee  Eiver  at  Jackson’s 
Ferry,  two  miles  and  a  half  north  of  the  railroad  bridge,  and  the  Fif¬ 
teenth  Corps  at  a  point  six  miles  south  of  the  railroad  bridge.  The 
chief  engineer  will  take  measures  to  lay  xiontoons  at  these  x)oints  as 
soon  as  x^racticable.  Fourth,  Lieut.  W.  B.  Todd,  in  charge  of  cattle, 
will  move  on  the  upper  road  along  Commissioner’s  Creek,  toward  Jack¬ 
son’s  Ferry.  In  order  to  exx^edite  the  movement  of  the  bridge  train, 
all  other  trains  will  give  up  the  right  of  way. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  179.  )  Gordon.)  Ga.,  November  22^  1864. 

I.  The  movements  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  for  to-morrow  will  be 
as  follows:  General  Hazen,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  at  7 
a.  m.  continue  his  march  toward  Irwinton,  and  will  proceed  about  eight 
miles  beyond  his  xiresent  camx),  selecting  a  strong  defensive  position  for 
his  command.  As  soon  as  such  is  established,  he  will  order  ux^ 
train  now  at  Gordon.  Brigadier- General  Woods,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  follow  with  his  command  to  the  fork  of  the  road  to  Gor¬ 
don,  some  distance  east  of  the  position  now  occnxiied  by  Second  Divis¬ 
ion.  The  Twenty-nintli  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry  will  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Woods  for  duty  during  the  movement.  Brigadier- 
General  Smith,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  remain  at  Gordon, 
giving  particular  attention  to  the  guarding  of  all  avenues  to  the  xda(*e 
by  a  well-established  ])icket-line.  In  order  to  accelerate  the  arrival  of 
the  much-needed  bridge  train.  General  Smith  will  have  selected  and 
sent  toward  General  Corse’s  column,  on  the  direct  road  to  Clinton,,  from 
the  difi'erent  headquarters  trains  of  the  Third  Division,  fifty-eight  six- 
mule  teams.  Tlie  ofiicer  in  charge  of  the  same  will  report  at  6.30  a.  m. 
to-morrow  to  Captain  Eeese,  chief  engineer,  department  headquarters. 
The  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding,  is  ex])ected 
here  at  an  early  hour,  and  will  encam})  at  this  place.  lie  will  give  to 
the  bridge  train  the  right  of  way.  The  batteries  now  with  the  First 
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and  Second  Divisions  will  remain  and  march  with  them.  The  remain¬ 
ing  batteries  of  Artillery  Brigade  Avill  continue  with  General  Smith’s 
division  at  Gordon. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FBEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  )  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  12.  )  In  the  Fields  near  Clinton^  Ga.,  November  22,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  23d  instant,  as  follows: 
The  pioneer  corps  aaTII  leave  camp  at  5  a.  m.,  and  repair  the  roads  and 
bridges  toAvard  Clinton;  the  Third  Brigade  will  have  the  advance,  and 
move  into  the  road  at  0.30  a.  in.;  the  Second  Brigade  Avill  move  in  the 
center,  and  close  up  on  the  Third  Brigade;  the  First  Brigade  Avill  bring 
up  the  rear.  The  advance  and  rear  brigades  Avill  each  have  one  regi¬ 
ment  act  as  advance  and  rear  guard,  respectively.  The  trains  Avill 
move  111  the  following  order:  First,  the  pioneer  corps  train,  followed  by 
the  ordnance,  supjily,  and,  last,  the  ambulance  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAEPER, 

^  Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  289.  j  .  Gordon,  Ga.,  November  22,  1864. 

**##**# 

II.  1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  MoAver,  commanding  First  Dmsion,  Avill  cause 
tAvo  miles  of  the  Milledgeville  railroad  to  be  destroyed  at  once,  com¬ 
mencing  at  the  junction  and  working  north. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  cause 
two  miles  of  the  Milledgeville  and  Savannah  railroad  to  be  destroyed 
at  once,  commencing  at  the  junction  and  working  west. 

#**#*#* 

lY.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  of  this  corps  to¬ 
morrow  : 

1.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett  commanding,  will 
haAm  the  advance,  moving  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division,  moving  at  8  o’clock. 

3.  The  Artillery  Brigade  Avill  moAm  as  heretofore. 

4.  The  infantry  will  move  along  the  railroad,  destroying  it  as  it  moves, 
asfolloAA's:  The  Third  Division  will  commence  at  a  point  eight  miles 
from  Gordon  and  destroy  about  four  miles;  the  First  Division  Avill 
commence  at  the  point  where  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith  left  olf  and 
destroy  to  Avhere  Brigadier-General  Leggett  commences. 

5.  Tlie  trains  and  batteries  Avill  move  along  the  Jackson  Ferry  road, 
and  each  division  commander  Avill  detail  at  least  tAvo  regiments  as 
guard  to  his  train  and  the  battery  that  marches  Avith  his  command. 

G.  The  road  Avill  be  destroyed  by  bring  the  sleepers,  and  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  tear  up  the  track,  as  the  rails  Avill  be  comi)letely  ruined, 
if  the  firing  is  properly  done. 

7.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  Avill  moAm  as  heretofore. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

G.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssista  n  t  A dju tan t-  General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Tico  miles  south  of  Oconee  Biver^  November  22,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Geara^, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  push  forward 
your  infantry  past  the  trains,  following  immediately  in  rear  of  the  in¬ 
fantry  of  the  Third  Division.  The  wagon  trains  will  park  here  while 
the  infantry  and  artillery  push  on  to  the  town.  Leave  one  regiment  to 
guard  your  train  and  assist  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  AdjiUant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Tico  miles  south  of  Oconee  River,  November  22,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  leave  one  of 
your  brigades  (the  rear  one)  to  bring  up  the  trains  to  the  place  assigned 
for  them  to  park  near  here,  and  push  on  through  the  train  to  the  front 
with  your  infantry.  The  brigade  that  is  left  will  assist  ail  the  trains 
up  the  hills  on  this  side  of  the  river.  You  will  leave  one  regiment  of 
this  brigade  to  assist  in  taking  up  the  pontoon  bridge  and  bringing'  it 
to  park.  Direct  them  to  destroy  the  ferry-boat.  All  of  the  infantry, 
except  this  brigade,  are  to  push  forward;  it  will  remain  to  guard  the 
wagons. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Milledgeville,  Ga.,  November  22,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  one 
small  regiment  from  your  command  for  a  picket  at  a  bridge,  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  this  place,  on  the  Gordon  road.  The  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment  detailed  will  report  to  General  Slocum  for  detailed  instruc¬ 
tions  and  to  ascertain  the  exact  location  of  the  bridge.  General  Slo¬ 
cum’s  quarters  are  at  the  Milledgeville  Hotel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  November  22,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  information  I 
have  received  leaves  little  doubt  that  General  Sherman  has  captured 
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Gordon,  situated  sixty  miles  this  side  of  Macon,  and  chat  he  is  rapidly 
marching  in  this  direction.  There  is  a  panic  in  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah.  The  rebel  officers  with  the  tlag-of-triice  boat  refuse  to  give  ns 
their  late  papers.  General  Hardee  lias  left  Charleston,  with  his  staff,  to 
meet  Sherman.  He  is  collecting  every  man  to  defend  the  State.  He 
has  withdrawn  considerably  from  the  force  guarding  the  Savannah  and 
Charleston  Eailroad.  I  do  not  consider  that  my  orders  to  stand  strictly 
on  the  defensive  Avere  intended  to  prevent  my  taking  advantage  of  such 
a  favorable  opportunity,  and  I  shall  therefore  scrajm  together  a  small 
force  of  3,000  men  and  attack  and  capture,  if  possible,  some  point  on 
the  railroad.  Beyond  this,  if  General  Sherman  really  comes  across,  I 
shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  aid  him  to  the  utmost,  and  to  obey  his 
orders.  The  weather  is  now  so  cold  as  to  remove  all  apprehension  of 
yellow  fever,  which  must  by  this  time  have  disappeared  from  Charles¬ 
ton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 

Major- Generalj  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

EiJton  Headj  S.  0.,  November  22^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Northern  Eistrict,  Morris  Island.,  S.  C.  : 

General:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2()th  instant,  and  fully 
concur  with  you  in  your  views  as  to  the  point  of  attack.  I  write  now 
to  inform  you  that  the  time  I  shall  require  you,  Avith  the  regiments  you 
can  spare,  to  leaA-e  Morris  and  Folly  Islands,  Avill  be  on  the  night  of 
the  27th  instant.  I  appoint  the  night  of  the  27th  as  I  desire  the.move- 
ment  to  be  entirely  concealed  from  the  enemy,  which  cannot  be  effected 
except  under  cover  of  darkness.  As  I  mentioned  before,  I  shall  re¬ 
quire  three  regiments.  I  Avould  suggest  that  you  select  the  three  most 
available.  You  must  endeaAmr,  Avhen  there  is  a  choice,  to  take  the  best 
and  strongest  regiments.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  disturb  the 
camps ;  they  can  be  left  as  they  are.  All  the  forts  and  batteries  should 
be  x)retty  Avell  manned,  and  perhaps  it  Avould  be  better  to  move  the 
most  of  the  remaining  men  to  the  batteries,  leaving  only  a  few  to  guard 
the  camps.  It  is  judged  that  the  regiments  that  remain,  together  Avith 
the  convalescents  and  others,  will  be  sufficient  to  guard  the  place.  The 
pickets  might  remain  undisturbed.  Bring  all  the  mounted  force  you 
I)Ossibly  can;  in  addition,  bring  four  i)ieces  of  a  battery,  provided  that 
number  can  be  prox^erly  armed,  manned,  and  horsed.  Five  days’  cooked 
rations  Avill  be  brought  with  them.  The  rations  of  coffee,  sugar,  and 
salt  must  be  put  up  in  separate  bags,  which  Avill  have  to  be  i)repared 
for  the  puiqAose,  and  carried  so  as  neither  to  be  dissolved  nor  mixed 
Avitli  other  xirovisions.  Each  man  A\dll  carry  his  blanket,  overcoat, 
rubber  blanket  or  shelter-tent,  and  one  extra  pair  of  good  socks.  All 
the  infantry  must  wear  shoes.  One  hundred  extra  rounds  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  per  man  Avill  be  brought  in  boxes  j  twenty  rounds  to  be  distiibuted 
just  |)revious  to  landing.  What  steamers  can  be  spared  for  transpor¬ 
tation  Avill  be  sent  by  the  24th.  Although  I  siiall  be  near,  and  endeavor 
to  aid  you  as  much  as  possible,  I  sliall  not  be  able  to  go  A^ery  iar  into 
the  country.  You,  therefore,  Avill  have  to  command  the  force,  Avhich 
will  consist  of  a  small  division,  comi)osed  of*  two  brigades,  as  folloAvs: 
First  Brigade,  regiments  from  Morris  Island ;  Second  Brigade,  under 
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General  Potter,  comxiosed  of  parts  of  nine  regiments,  from  liere,  Beau¬ 
fort,  and  Florida ;  also,  four  i^ieces  of  Day’s  battery  and  fifty  cavalry 
from  Florida.  If  yon  desire  the  services  of  General  Saxton  in  com¬ 
mand  of  one  of  the  brigades,  I  will  order  him  to  re^iort;  but  otherwise, 
not.  Let  me  know  upon  this  last  point  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major-  Geiieralj  Cowmanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  (7.,  November  22^  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  Hilton  Head  District : 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state  that  the 
movement  of  which  he  spoke  to  you  has  been  post^ioned  until  the  27th 
instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  DEAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  S.  (7.,  November  22y  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon, 

Commanding  District  of  Florida y  JacJcsonvillCy  Fla.: 

General  :  The  information  received  indicates  that  General  Sher¬ 
man  is  raxiidly  marching  toward  the  eastern  sea-ports.  I  am,  there¬ 
fore,  getting  ready  to  make  an  attack  ux)on  some  i)oint  of  the  eneniy^s 
line,  so  as  to  aid  him.  For  this  purpose,  I  am  getting  together  all  the 
regiments  that  can  be  sx)ared  from  all  the  districts.  1  shall  require  from 
your  district  two  regiments  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  from  Day^s  bat¬ 
tery.  These  will  have  to  be  sent  so  as  to  leave  the  Saint  John’s  Eiver 
by  the  evening  of  the  26th  instant,  if  possible.  You  will  have  to  issue 
immediately  orders  to  prepare  them  for  the  move.  You  had  better 
select  the  regiments  most  disposable,  and  order  them  to  bring  five  days’ 
cooked  rations.  The  rations  of  cofiee,  sugar,  and  salt  must  be  put  up 
in  separate  bags,  which  will  have  to  be  iirepared  for  the  purpose,  and 
carried  so  as  not  to  be  dissolved  nor  mixed  with  other  i^ortions  of  the 
provisions.  Each  man  will  carry  his  blanket,  overcoat,  rubber  blanket 
or  shelter-tent,  and  one  extra  pair  of  good  socks.  All  the  men  must  Avear 
shoes.  Each  man  will  likewise  carry  twenty  extra  rounds  of  ammu¬ 
nition.  One  hundred  rounds  Avill  be  brought  with  the  troops  in  boxes, 
and  twenty  rounds  to  be  distributed  previous  to  landing.  I  exi>ect 
these  two  regiments  to  number  1,000  efiective  men ;  if  not,  you  must, 
if  x)ossible,  add  a  company  or  more  to  make  the  number.  Besides  the 
infantry  and  artillery,  you  will  also  send  fifty  men  of  the  Fourth  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Cavalry  mounted,  equipped,  and  x)repared  for  active  service. 
The  AVyoming  will  bring  the  artillery  to  the  best  advantage;  the 
Mary  Benton  and  Delaware  will  carry  the  infantry  and  cavalry;  with 
another  steamer  to  be  sent  to  guard  against  accidents. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- Generaly  Commandmg. 
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Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Milledgeville,  Ga., 

No.  127.  )  _  November  23,  1864. 

The  first  movement  of  this  army  having  proved  perfectly  successful, 
and  the  weather  now  being  fine,  the  following  will  constitute  the  second 
stage  of  the  campaign,  and  the  movement  aOII  commence  to-morrow, 
November  24: 

I.  General  Kilpatrick,  with  his  cavalry  command,  unencumbered  by 
wagons,  will  move  via  Milledgeville  by  the  most  practicable  route 
eastward,  break  the  railroad  between  Millen  and  Augusta,  then  turn 
and  strike  the  railroad  below  Millen ;  after  Avhich  he  will  use  all  possi¬ 
ble  effort  to  rescue  our  prisoners  of  war  now  confined  near  Millen. 
He  will  communicate  back  to  the  wings  of  the  army,  as  often  as  it  is 
safe,  any  information  of  roads  and  the  enemy  that  may  be  of  interest 
to  them. 

II.  The  Eight  Wing,  General  Howard,  Avill  move  substantially  along 
but  south  of  the  railroad  to  a  point  opposite  Sandersville,  breaking  up 
and  destroying  in  the  most  thorough  manner  the  railroad  and  telegraph, 
at  which  point  further  orders  will  be  issued. 

III.  The  Left  Wing,  General  Slocum,  will  move  directly  from  Milledge¬ 
ville  to  the  railroad  opposite  Saudersville,  and  at  once  commence 
destroying  the  railroad  foiAAmrd  to  the  Ogeechee. 

IV.  Great  atteiition  should  be  iiaid  to  the  destruction  of  this  road, 
as  it  is  of  vital  imimrtance  to  our  cause.  Besides  burning  bridges  and 
trestles,  the  iron  should  be  carefully  twisted  and  warped,  so  that  it  will 
be  imiiossible  to  ever  use  it  again;  to  this  end,  the  rate  of  travel  will  be 
reduced  to  ten  miles  a  day. 

V.  Increased  attention  must  be  given  to  the  care  of  trains,  for  it  is 
known  that  the  enemy  intend  to  harass  our  march  by  means  of  cavalry, 
and  we  should  aim  to  punish  him  severely  for  a  first  attempt,  as  it  Avill 
deter  him  from  repeating  it.  Also,  more  attention  must  be  paid  to  the 
subject  of  foraging;  none  but  the  regular  organized  foraging  iiarties 
should  be  allowed  to  depart  from  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  the 
foraging  jiarties  themselves  should,  in  addition  to  former  instructions, 
be  instructed  to  capture  Avagons  to  bring  their  ])lunder  to  camp,  after 
Avhich  the  Avagons  sliould  be  burned.  All  the  useless  Avagons,  ox-teams, 
Ac.,  A^dlieh  encumber  our  trains  should  noAv  be  destroyed;  and  the  com¬ 
mander  of  any  brigade  is  hereby  authorized  to  destroy  any  wagon  that 
delays  the  march  or  opens  a  gap  in  the  column,  no  matter  to  Avhom  it 
belongs ;  and,  generally,  the  troo])S  should  be  distributed  along  the  trains, 
as  Ave  have  no  large  enemy  to  threaten  and  nothing  but  dashes  of  cav¬ 
alry  at  our  flanks.  Advance  guards  should  be  strengthened,  attended 
by  a  pioneer  cor[)S  prepared  to  construct  temporary  bridges  in  case  of 
their  destruction  by  the  enemy;  and  Avherever  any  such  obstruction 
occurs  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  present  on  the  spot  Avill 
deal  harshly  with  the  inhabitants  near  by,  to  show  them  that  it  is  to 
their  interest  not  to  im})ede  our  movements.  .Should  the  enemy  burn 
forage  and  corn  on  our  route  houses,  barns,  and  cotton-gins  must  also 
be  burned  to  keep  them  company. 

VI.  The  general-in-chief  Avill  accompany  the  Left  Wing  until  it  reaches 
Saudersville,  Avhen  he  Avill  join  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W,  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Ccmp. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ^  Milled gevillej  Ga.j  November  23 , 1864, 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

By  instructions  of  the  general-in-chief,  I  give  you  the  following 
directions:  Continue  to  destroy  the  railroad  eastward  to  the  Oconee 
in  the  most  complete  and  thorough  manner,  burning  and  twisting  every 
rail,  and  the  same  for  a  distance  to  the  west  toward  Macon;  also, 
destroy  the  Oconee  bridge.  You  may  lay  your  i)outoon  over  the  Oconee, 
but  do  not  cross  any  of  your  command  until  further  orders.  Hardee 
has  probably  swung  around  via  Albany  for  Savannah,  which  the  gen¬ 
eral  says  is  all  right,  and  he  don’t  care  particularly.  Kilpatrick  will 
be  moved  here,  or  in  this  vicinity,  for  the  present.  The  iirobability  is 
we  will  concentrate  at  or  near  Sander sville.  Prosecute  the  railroad 
desti  uction  in  the  most  thorough  manner,  and  communicate  with  the 
general-in-chief  frequently. 

I  am,  general,  resiiectfully,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-dc-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Alilledgeville^  November  23,  1864. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  detailed  and  interesting  report*  of  the  operations  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  since  its  departure  from  Atlanta,  and,  further,  to 
say  he  is  well  pleased  with  the  pronqitnessof  its  movements  and  efficiency 
of  its  service.  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  127,  containing  the  instruc¬ 
tions  for  the  next  movement,  were  dispatched  you  to-day,  and,  as  prom¬ 
ised,  I  inclose  another  copy  in  this.  Major-General  Slocum’s  column 
entered  this  city  yesterday,  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps  came  in  about 
noon  to-day;  everything  with  these  two  columns  has  been  eminently 
successful.  At  this  place  quite  extensive  magazines  and  arsenals  have 
been  found,  besides  large  quantities  of  arms  in  the  State  Capitol  itself, 
which  will  be  appropriated  or  destroyed.  The  enemy  will  be  minus  a 
large  and  valuable  quantity  of  property  by  our  possession  of  the  iilace. 
The  railroad  also  has  been  most  thoroughly  destroyed.  This  wing  will 
move  early  in  the  morning  by  two  columns,  the  Twentieth  Corps  now 
being  east  of  the  river.  The  general-in-chief  would  write  you  did  not 
his  arm  trouble  him  so  much  as  to  prevent  him. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  ^ 
Field  Orders,  [- 
No.  17G.  ) 

* .  * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Gordon,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 


III.  Tlie  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow,  the  24th  instant,  viz: 
First,  jMajor-General  Blair  will  move  his  cori)s  along  the  railroad,  on 
the  north  side,  completely  destroying  it  en  route  toward  the  Oconee 


*  See  p.  65. 
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Elver,  his  First  Divisiou,  Major-General  Mower  commanding’,  leaving 
its  present  position  at  7  a.  m.  The  pontoon  train  will  probably  reach 
this  point  to-night.  Captain  Eeese,  chief  engineer,  will  divide  the 
boats,  &c.,  train  guard,  and  engineer  regiment,  assigning  a  portion  for 
each  of  the  corps.  Major-General  Blair  will  lay  his  bridge  at  Jack¬ 
son’s  Ferry,  two  miles  and  a  half  north  of  the  railroad  bridge,  if  such 
ferry  exists,  and,  if  not,  he  must  select  some  practicable  point  north  of 
Ball’s  Ferry,  if  imssible.  Second,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  command¬ 
ing  Fifteenth  Corps,  wdll  move  his  command,  by  easy  marches,  to  the 
vicinity  of  Ball’s  Ferry,  where  he  will  lay  his  pontoons.  He  will,  how¬ 
ever,  retain  his  Third  Division  (Smith’s)  at  this  point  till  day  after  to¬ 
morrow,  and  move  his  Fourth  Division  (Corse’s)  to  the  position  now 
occux)ied  by  General  Woods’  (First)  division,  to  encamp  to-morrow 
night.  He  will  direct  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  commanding  Third 
Division,  to  send  a  sufficient  number  (at  least  100)  of  men,  with  axes 
and  implements,  to  destroy  the  trestle-work  three  miles  and  a  half  west 
of  this  point.  Two  regiments  of  infantry  should  accompany  the  detail 
as  guard  while  the  work  is  being  done.  The  whole  cavalry  command 
of  Brigadier- General  Kilpatrick  has  been  ordered  to  Milledgeville  to¬ 
morrow,  starting  at  6  a.  m.  Department  headquarters  will  remain  at 
this  i^oint  to-morrow. 

IV.  To  facilitate  the  movements  of  their  pontoon  trains  each  corps 
commander  will  cause  the  number  of  mules  to  their  empty  and  lightly 
laden  wmgons  to  be  reduced  to  four,  and  assign  the  surplus  number  to 
that  train,  so  that  each  team  thereof  shall  consist  of  eight  mules.  This 
to  be  done  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Irwinton  Boad^  November  33^  1864. 

General  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army : 

General  Hazen’s  division  is  in  camp  about  half  way  from  his  last 
camp  and  Irwinton,  about  eiglit  miles  west  of  the  latter  x^lace;  Gen¬ 
eral  Woods’  division  will  be  near  these  headquarters,  two  miles  south 
of  Gordon.  I  sent  a  small  party  toward  Irwinton,  and  am  waiting  its 
report  in  regard  to  the  forage  General  Smith  spoke  of,  and  of  roads 
leading  to  the  river.  Anything  of  interest  will  be  promptly  forwarded. 
V ery  respectfully. 


P.  JOS.  OSTEEHAUS, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  180.  )  Near  Gordon^  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 

The  movements  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  for  to-morrow  will  be 
as  follows : 

1.  Brigadier-General  Woods,  commanding  First  Division,  with  his 
artillery,  will  move  from  present  cam])  at  7  a.  m.  to  Irwinton.  The 
Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry  will  report  to  him  for  duty 
during  the  movement.  The  Second  Division,  Erigadier-General  Ilazeu 
commanding,  with  his  artillery,  will  follow  as  soon  as  the  trains  of  the 
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First  Division  pass  its  camp,  making  Irwin  ton  his  destination  also. 
The  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding,  Avith  Battery 
H,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Avill  remain  at  Gordon  until  further 
orders,  and  will  send  a  sufficient  number  of  men  (at  least  100),  with 
axes  and  implements,  to  destroy  the  trestle-work  three  and  a  halt  miles 
west  of  Gordon,  early  in  the  day,  if  the  Avork  has  not  already  been  ac¬ 
complished.  Taao  regiments  of  infantry  should  accompany  this  detail 
as  guard  AAdiile  the  work  is  being  done.  Brigadier-General  Corse,  com¬ 
manding  Fourth  Division,  aauII  move  to  Gordon,  and  encamp  tAA^o  miles 
south  of  that  place,  occupying  the  position  vacated  by  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  Avhere  he  will  await  further  orders.  Major  Stolbrand,  commanding 
Artillery  Brigade,  will  cause  Battery  H,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery, 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Smith,  Third  Division,  as  indicated 
above,  and  the  Missouri  battery  of  12-pounders  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Corse,  Fourth  Division,  for  i)osition  Avith  his  command  to-mor- 
roAv.  Tlie  remaining  batteries  of  Artillery  Brigade  will,  until  further 
orders,  remain  with  the  divisions  to  Avhich  they  are  noAV  assigned. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P,  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FBEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  )  In  the  Fields  near  Gordon^  Ga.,  Fovemher  23^  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  moA^'e  to-morrow,  the  24th  instant,  as  follows : 
The  Second  Brigade  has  the  advance,  and  will  move  at  5.30  a.  in.;  the 
First  Brigade  will  move  in  the  center,  and  break  camp  at  6  a.  m.;  the 
Third  Brigade  will  bring  up  the  rear,  and  close  upon  the  First  Brigade. 
The  pioneer  corps  will  move  in  rear  of  the  advance  regiment,  and  repair 
the  roads  whenever  it  may  be  necessary.  The  trains  Avill  move  as  fol¬ 
lows:  First,  the  -pioneer  corps  train;  then  the  brigade  trains  in  their 
respective  order  of  march ;  folloAved  by  the  ordnance,  suiiply,  and,  last, 
the  ambulance  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAEPEB, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  156.  )  Gordon,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  The  order  of 
march  will  be  indicated. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  No.  16,  November  22  [23],  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Captain  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  and  Dept,  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  :  General  Blair  directs  me  to  forAvard  the  accompanying 
communication  from  General  Smith,  and  to  state  that  Ave  have  moved 
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the  troops  across  Coniiiiissiouer’s  Creek  and  are  now  engaged  in  destroy¬ 
ing  the  railroad.  We  have  burned  about  five  miles  from  Station  No.  IG 
westwardly.  The  road  from  Gordon  to  this  point  is  a  very  fair  one, 
Avith  the  exception  of  the  crossing  at  Commissioner’s  Creek,  which  is 
very  bad.  Notwithstanding  General  Smith’s  information  that  there  is 
no  road  or  crossiug  between  the  railroad  bridge  and  Tucker’s  Ferry,  the 
general  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  such  a  crossing^  as  we  have 
])ositive  information  from  citizens  and  one  now  at  our  headquarters  that 
there  is  a  road  leading  to  and  crossing  at  the  intersection  of  Oconee 
River  and  Commissioner’s  Creek.  The  general  has  had  a  i)arty  out 
nearly  all  day  looking  up  the  road  leading  to  Jackson’s  Ford  on  the 
north  side  of  Commissioner’s  Creek,  but  they  have  not  yet  returned; 
when  last  heard  from  they  Avere  of  the  opinion  that  they  could  reach 
the  ford  by  that  route.  The  party  sent  out  to  discover  a  route  south  of 
Commissioner’s  Creek  haA^e  reported  a  good  road  leading  to  Station  No. 
15,  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  and  from  information  are  of  the 
opinion  that  there  is  a  road  leading  from  No.  15  to  Jackson’s  Ford.  The 
general  can  pass  his  troops  along  the  last-mentioned  road  without  inter¬ 
fering  with  the  lower  or  Irwinton  road.  He  would  suggest  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  moving  his  command  up  to  No.  15,  from  Avhich  point  he  can 
send  out  a  reconnaissance  to  determine  the  practicability  of  the  upper 
or  Jackson’s  Ford  road  and  crossing,  and  if  such  a  road  and  crossing 
does  not  exist,  he  will  then  be  at  the  most  convenient  point  for  a  move¬ 
ment  toward  Ball’s  Ferry. 

Attention  is  called  to  General  Smith’s  statement  in  reference  to 
oi^erations  at  Ball’s  Ferry.  As  General  Smith’s  command  is  not  within 
supporting  distance,  the  general  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  send¬ 
ing  a  sufficient  force  from  this  division  to  secure  the  crossing,  and,  if 
possible,  drive  the  enemy  from  the  bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HICKENLOOPER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector -General. 

[luclosure.] 

Oconee  Bridge,  JSFovemher  P3, 1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair:] 

General:  We  left  Station  15  about  12  o’clock,  marched  here,  seven 
miles,  and  have  diWen  the  rebels  out  of  two  stockades.  Spencer  got 
the  first  one  before  we  got  up,  and  we  now  occui)y  this  side  of  the  river, 
and  the  enemy  tolerably  well  intrenched  close  down  to  the  bank  on 
the  other.  Two  guns  is  all  we  have  developed  .so  far,  though  they 
are  said  to  have  four.  Their  force  Ave  have  no  means  of  knowing,  but 
they  are  estimated  all  the  way  from  GOO  to  1,500;  probably  the  first  is 
nearer  the  force.  The  railroad  runs  through  a  SAvamp  about  two  miles; 
the  ground  is  impassable,  except  occasionally  a  place  that  a  skirmish 
line  can  Avade  through.  The  troops  Avere  mostly  sent  doAvn  on  the  rail¬ 
road.  We  also  got  one  gun  doAvn  the  track  about  half  a  mile  and  shelled 
them  out  of  a  stockade  about  one  mile  this  side  of  the  bridge.  Tlie 
balance  of  the  road  is  trestle-Avork,  and  to  get  the  artillery  down  Avill 
require  a  heavy  job  of  bridging  and  corduroying,  Avliich  1  think  is  im¬ 
practicable,  as  we  are  not  laying  siege  to  places  on  this  trip.  It  Avould 
cost  considerable  ammunition  tlien  to  shell  them  out.  My  oi)inion 
is  that  there  is  no  crossing  above  this  bridge  except  Tucker’s  Ferry, 
twenty-two  miles  from  here.  1  directed  Colonel  Spencer  to  send  150 
men  from  Station  15  to  Ball’s  Ferry.  The  major  in  command  has  just 
sent  a  dispatch  that  he  has  the  ferry;  he  had  a  sharj)  skirmish  Avith  a 
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body  of  militia  ;  the  boat  is  oii  the  opposite  side,  but  he  is  constructiug 
a  raft  to  go  over  for  it,  and  said  he  would  have  it  in  half  an  hour. 
I  directed  him  to  rejiiain  there  until  he  was  supported  by  you.  If  you 
do  not  want  him  to  remain  jdease  send  him  orders.  It  is  sixteen  miles 
from  here  to  Ball’s  Ferry  by  Station  15,  which  is  the  only  route.  It  is 
also  about  the  same  distance  to  Irwinton.  As  this  route  for  crossing 
the  river  is  impracticable  I  suppose  the  next  object  is  to  destroy  all  the 
railroad  we  can.  I  am  working  on  it  now,  but  will  not  disturb  the 
bridge  until  I  hear  from  you.  We  could  not  do  much  toward  bridging 
the  swamp  to-night,  and  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  by  daylight.  Please 
inform  me  wliere  you  are  and  any  movement  you  contemplate,  so  I  shall 
know  where  to  communicate  with  you.  It  will  take  us  a  day  to  get  to 
Ball’s  Ferry  from  here.  The  country  here  is  very  poor;  nothing  but 
corn  to  be  had.  My  supply  train  is  at  Station  15;  the  remainder  is  four 
miles  from  the  bridge  ;  all  well  guarded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 

'  Brigadier- General, 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Milledgeville,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  morning,  as  follows:  The  Twen¬ 
tieth  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams  commanding,  at  6  o’clock,  toward 
Sandersville,  via  Hebron;  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis 
commanding,  at  7  o’clock,  toward  Sandersville,  via  Black  Spring  and 
Long  Bridge.  When  ]iot  engaged  in  destroying  railroads  the  command 
will  endeavor  to  march  about  fifteen  miles  per  day.  Increased  attention 
must  be  given  to  the  care  of  trains,  as  it  is  known  that  the  enemy  intend 
to  harass  our  march  by  means  of  cavalry.  None  but  the  regular  organ¬ 
ized  foraging  parties  will  be  allowed  to  depart  from  the  right  and  left 
of  the  road.  The  foraging  parties  will,  when  necessary,  seize  wagons  to 
bring  their  plunder  to  camp,  after  which  the  wagons  should  be  burned. 
All  useless  and  surplus  wagons,  ox-teams,  &c.,  which  now  encumber 
our  trains  will  be  destroyed;  and  the  commander  of  any  brigade  is 
hereby  authorized  to  destroy  any  wagon  that  delays  the  march  or 
opens  a  gap  in  the  column,  no  matter  to  whom  it  belongs;  and,  gener¬ 
ally,  the  troops  will  be  distributed  along  the  trains.  Advance  guards 
should  be  strengthened,  and  attended  by  a  pioneer  corps  prepared  to 
construct  temporary  bridges  in  case  of  their  destruction  by  the  enemy; 
and  wherever  any  such  destruction  occurs  the  commanding  offi(‘.er  of  * 
the  troops  present  on  the  spot  Avill  deal  harshly  with  the  inhabitants 
near  by,  to  show  them  it  is  for  their  interest  not  to  impede  our  move¬ 
ments.  Should  the  enemy  burn  forage  and  corn  on  our  route  houses, 
barns,  and  cotton-gins  must  also  be  burned  to  keep  them  company. 

The  major-general  commanding  will]  for  the  present  accompany  the 
Twentieth  Corps. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  BODGEKS, 
Assistant  Adjntant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  23.  i  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 

Orders  for  to-morrow,  November  24,  1864:  General  Carlin  will  march 
at  7  a.  m.,  and  will  cross  the  bridge  over  the  Oconee  liiver.  Further 
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instructions  will  reach  him  in  the  morning’.  Colonel  Buell  will  move 
his  command  and  trains  in  the  rear  of  General  Carlin,  followed  by 
corps  headquarters,  the  reserve  artillery,  and  artillery  ammunition 
trains,  and  the  First  Michigan  Engineers.  General  Morgan  will  march 
at  10  a.  m.,  and  will  folloAV  the  Michigan  Engineers.  General  Baird 
will  follow  the  rear  of  General  Morgan  when  it  shall  have  passed  his 
camps. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General  and  Chief  of  t^taff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Milled geville^  Ga.,  November  23^  1864. 

Tn  the  future  marches,  two  brigades,  with  a  section  of  artillery  and 
the  pontoon  train,  will  precede  the  column  at  least  two  miles.  The 
corps  pioneer  battalion  will  accompany  the  advance,  and  take  care  that 
roads  are  properly  repaired.  In  case  of  unbridged  streams  the  pontoon 
will  be  laid  with  the  least  possible  delay.  These  ad  vanced  brigades 
will  furnish  the  pontoon  trains  with  necessary  guards  and  assistance. 
The  rear  guard  will  also  consist  of  two  brigades  and  a  battery;  it  will 
habitually  march  about  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  column.  The  remaining 
brigades  will  cover  the  trains,  each  regiment  being  kept  together,  but 
will  always  halt  on  hills  and  bad  parts  of  the  road  to  help  forward  the 
trains,  until  the  following  regiment  comes  up.  Each  division  and 
brigade  commander  will  attend  personally  to  his  part  of  the  line,  pass 
from  the  front  to  the  rear  of  his  command,  as  often  as  the  nature  of  the 
road  may  require,  to  see  that  trains  are  properly  cared  for  and  that  his 
command  is  doing  its  duty.  There  has  been,  on  the  part  of  brigade 
commanders  especially,  too  great  neglect  in  this  particular;  neglect 
hereafter  will  be  taken  notice  of  and  reported.  In  all  halts,  regiments 
will  be  kept  near  their  arms,  and  not  permitted  to  straggle.  We  shall 
probably  be  attacked  by  small  bodies  of  cavalry.  A  small  body  of 
infantry,  in  order,  can  always  easily  repulse  them;  but  scattered  troops 
are  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  The  brigadier-general  commanding 
expects  of  every  officer  a  strict  and  constant  attention  to  his  duties, 
and  a  cheerful  co-operation  in  whatever  labor  and  exposure  are  in  the 
future  of  this  campaign.  There  is  much  labor  ahead;  but  to  those  who 
do  Avell,  he  will  endeavor  to  see  that  there  is  an  adequate  recognition 
of  their  services. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

BOBT.  P.  DECTTEBT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

MilledgevillCy  Ga.^  Noremher  23,  1864. 

During  our  onward  march  a  hirgc  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  will 
undoubtedl}^  hover  on  our  line  of  march,  ready  to  attack  every  weak 
point.  Division  commanders  Avill  make  vS^^ecial  precautions  for  th(‘se 
attacks.  To  this  end  orders  heretotore  issued  will  be  strictly  (m forced, 
especially  in  reference  to  destroying  unauthorized  wagons  and  keej)- 
ing  the  number  of  pack-mules  within  the  prescribed  limits.  The  i)ur- 
pose  sought  of  shortening  our  train  by  the  reduction  of  army  wagons 
is  wholly  destroyed  by  the  admission  into  the  column  of  hundreds  of 
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other  vehicles  and  pack-animals.  Division  commanders  will  at  once, 
through  their  ■provost-marshals  and  inspectors,  see  that  every  service¬ 
able  animal  is  taken  up  for  the  use  of  the  public  wagons,  supplying 
their  ammunition  trains  first.  Each  division  commander  will  also  send 
twenty  serviceable  mules  to  the  pontoon  train.  A  report  will  be  made 
to-day  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps  of  the  number  of  service¬ 
able  animals  found  in  each  division  not  already  in  use  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  wagons.  The  chief  quartermaster  will  make  a  systematic  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  trains  of  each  division,  so  that  a  certain  number  will 
always  be  in  charge  of  an  officer  of  his  department.  Officers  of  this 
dei)artment  who  neglect  to  report,  and  wlio  do  not  faithfully  attend  to 
their  duties,  will  be  reported  at  the  end  of  each  day’s  march. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

KOBT.  r.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Gum  Creek^  November  23,  1864. 

This  corps  will  march  to-morrow  ‘toward  Sandersville,  as  follows : 
First  Division  at  0  a.  m. ;  Second  Division  at  C.30  a.  m. ;  Third  Division 
at  7  a.  m.  The  cavalry  will  precede  the  column,  starting  at  5.30  a.  m. 
All  other  trains  and  the  artillery  will  march  in  the  same  order  as 
to-day.  The  advanced  and  rear  guards  will  be  the  same  as  in  the 
march  of  to-day,  the  pontoon  train  accompanying  the  advance.  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Geary  will  detail  one  regiment  to  accompany  and  assist 
the  corps  supply  train ;  also,  100  men  to  assist  the  artillery  ammunition 
train.  The  attention  of  all  commanding  officers  is  called  to  the  orders 
already  published  prohibiting  straggling  from  the  column  and  the 
firing  of  buildings  and  unauthorized  firing  of  muskets.  General  Ward' 
w  ill  direct  the  commander  of  the  rear  brigade  to  destroy,  after  the 
passage  of  all  the  trooi)S,  all  bridges  on  the  road. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Williams: 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

MilledgeviUe,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864. 
This  division  will  march  to-morrow^  at  0  a.  m.  promptly,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order:  The  Third  Brigade  in  advance,  and  the  First  Brigade  to 
follows  These  leading  brigades  will  be  accompanied  by  a  battery  and 
unencumbered  by  all  trains  except  the  ])ontoon  train,  wdiich  wdll  be 
guarded  by  the  First  Brigade  (the  second  in  line  of  march),  and  will 
lirecede  the  main  column  about  two  miles.  The  remaining  brigade 
(the  Second)  will  cover  the  trains  of  the  division,  each  regiment  being 
kept  together,  but  wdll  halt  on  bills  and  bad  parts  of  tbe  road  to  give 
assistance  to  tbe  w^agons  until  tbe  following  regiment  comes  up.  All 
of  the  troops  and  the  wagons  of  the  division  will  move  to  the  east  side 
of  the  Eock  Spring  road  before  7  a.  m.,  as  that  road  will  be  occupied 
by  the  coliiinn  of  tbe  Fourteentb  Corps.  Tbe  i)ioueer  battalion  will 
accom])any  tlie  advance  guard.  -  , 

By  command  of  Brig.  (len.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  EOBTXSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Milledgevillej  Ga.,  Novemher  23j  1864. 

Col.  William  Hawley, 

Commanding  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers : 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  rejoin  your 
brigade  with  your  own  regiment  and  the  One  hundred  and  seventh 
New  York  to-morrow  morning  by  C  o’clock,  as  the  First  Division  will 
move  at  that  hour. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHEKT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  Novemher  23.^  1864. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Hilton  Headj  S.  C.  : 

General  :  Lieutenant-General  Grant  directs  that  the  expenditure 
of  ammunition  upon  Charleston  and  Fort  Sumter  be  discontinued, 
except  so  far  as  maybe  necessary  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  establish¬ 
ing  new  batteries  at  the  latter  place.  This  is  not  intended  to' prohibit 
the  throwing  of  occasional  shell  into  Charleston,  if  circumstances  should 
require.  The  object  is  to  economize  ordnance  stores. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  Novemher  23 ^  1864. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South:. 

General:  I  send  on  the  steamer  Houghton  the  detachment  of  cav¬ 
alry  on  duty  in  this  district.  I  thought  it  better-to  get  them  as  far  as 
Hilton  Head,  where  they  can  be  consolidated  with  the  remainder  of 
the  cavalry.  They  have  no  orders  to  prepare  for  any  expedition,  and 
do  not  know  of  any  being  in  contemplation;  they  must,  therefore, 
receive  their  orders  at  Hilton  Head.  The  command  will  consist  of 
Fifty-sixth  New  York,  the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts 
(colored).  1  will  have  two  sections  of  artillery,  in  good  order.  There 
is  no  cotton  here  to  make  the  coffee  bags,  but  I  think  the  men  will  be 
able  to  devise  some  means  of  carrying  it.  As  it  is  important  to  have 
some  means  of  communicating  with  General  Sherman  after  occupying 
our  position,  I  would  like  to  recommend  a  man.  He  is  named  Smith; 
is  employed  as  an  expressman  on  the  road  from  Jacksonville  to  Saint  ^ 
Augustine.  He  has  been  a  scout  for  me  in  Southern  Georgia,  and  can 
be  relied  upon.  He  should  be  sent  for  by  first  boat  going  to  Florida. 
The  ])rovost-marshal  at  Jacksonville  will  know  Avho  I  mean.  A  mer¬ 
chant  here  will  send  by  this  steamer  for  the  cotton  cloth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier-  G  cncra  1. 
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Hdqus.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Gordon^  Ga.,  November  24^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commmuling  Military  Division  of  the  Alississippi  : 

General:  As  General  Kilpatrick  has  a  squadron  of  cavalry  going 
from  this  place  to  join  him,  I  send  Colonel  Howard  to  communicate  with 
you  and  join  me  at  Irwin’s  Oross-Koads.  Everything  is  now  past  this 
point.  Captains  Koots  and  Douglass,  with  the  general  cattle  herd,  have 
arrived.  1  have  divided  the  bridge  into  two  sections,  and  sent  them  on. 
General  Blair  is  at  Station  15,  with  his  advance  at  Oconee  railroad 
bridge.  General  Giles  A.  Smith  drove  the  enemy  from  his  stockade 
on  this  side,  and  finds  some  small  force,  with  two  or  four  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery.  I  have  dispatches  this  moment  received,  which  I  inclose.  You 
may  have  to  threaten  them  from  the  north;  the  swamps  are  so  difficult 
that  an  inferior  force  may  hinder  a  crossing.  1  will  be  obliged  to  cross 
everything  in  the  vicinity  of  Ball’s  Ferry.  Osterhaus  must  have  reached 
there  to-day  with  his  advance;  Corse  and  John  E.  Smith  follow  to-mor¬ 
row  morning.  My  headquarters  to-morrow  night  will  be  at  that  point, 
liespectfuliy, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  and  Army^  of  the  Tennessee, 

iStation  15,  November  24,  1864 — 3.25. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Captain:  There  is  no  Jackson’s  Ferry,  nor  any  xiracticable  crossing 
between  Milled geville  and  Ball’s  Ferry.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
enemy  at  the  river  are  being  re-enforced,  and  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
obtaining  possession  of  the  crossing  at  Ball’s  Ferry.  The  Third  Divis¬ 
ion  will  be  here  this  evening,  and  1  shall  move  it  down  to  Ball’s  Ferry 
early  to-morrow  morning,  and  obtain  possession  of  it,  if  it  meets  your 
views.  I  inclose  General  Smith’s  report  of  the  situation  at  the  rail¬ 
road  bridge.  General  Smith  can  move  his  troops  along  the  bank  of  the 
river  from  the  railroad  bridge  to  Ball’s  Ferry. 

Very  res})ectfully, 

FKAKK  F.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 

[Snb-inclosnre.] 

Batlroad  Bridge,  November  24,  1864 — 12  m. 
Colonel  Hiokenlooper  : 

Your  communication  of  this  morning  is  received.  I  suppose  Kirby 
has  joined  you  before  this,  and  corrected  the  mistake  of  his  orderly 
about  our  being  or  having  troops  at  Jackson’s  Ferry.  He  joined  us 
here,  and  1  suppose  his  orderly  thought  it  was  Jackvson’s  Ferry.  The 
detachment  of  cavalry  were  driven  from  Ball’s  Ferry  last  night,  with  a 
loss  of  10  or  12  killed  and  wounded;  consecpiently  the  rebels  now  hold 
that  point,  and  are  probably  intrenching;  they  had  commenced  works 
before  Major  Tramel  drove  them  away  yesterday  morning.  I  am  satis¬ 
fied  there  is  no  Jackson’s  Ferry,  nor  any  jiractical  crossing  for  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  above  here.  I  think  by  a  little  work  we  can  fix  the  bank 
so  as  to  lay  two  bridges  at  Ball’s  Ferry.  1  have  got  two  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  nearly  down,  near  enough  the  bridge  to  open.  They  have  two 
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trains  on  the  track,  and  apparently  considerable  of  a  force.  We  may 
be  able  to  shell  them  out;  at  any  rate,  we  will  clear  out  the  trains.  It 
is  supposed  they  were  re-enforced  last  night.  A  train  came  in  which 
caused  great  rejoicing.  Their  works  do  not  appear  very  formidable; 
but  the  ground  this  side  is  so  bad  we  cannot  get  much  down  there  to 
o])erate  with.  I  suppose  you  will  be  at  Station  15  by  the  time  this 
reaches  you.  I  would  not  lose  much  more  time  in  hunting  a  crossing 
above  the  bridge;  I  am  satisfied  nothing  will  be  gained  by  it.  Depart¬ 
ment  order  says  we  will  cross  above,  if  i)racticable.  I  do  not  believe  it 
is,  though  we  may  be  able  to  do  so  a  short  distance  above  Ball’s.  There 
are  swamps  on  the  other  side,  and  we  must  cross  where  there  are  roads, 
or  we  might  find  ourselves  surrounded  by  swamps  on  the  other  side. 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  177,  )  Gordon.;  Ga.^  November  24^  1864. 

******* 

II.  The  mills  along  the  route  of  this  army  must  not  and  will  not  be 
damaged  or  destroyed, without  positive  orders  from  these  headquarters; 
they  are  necessary  to  grind  corn  and  wheat  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
Corps  commanders  will  instruct  their  officers  and  men  to  this  effect, 
and  upon  their  advance  reaching  a  mill  will  cause  a  guard  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  placed  over  it,  that  it  may  be  preserved  in  order  until  taken 
possession  of  by  a  commissary  of  subsistence,  who  will  run  it  day  and 
night  as  long  as  practicable. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  178.  )  BalVs  Ferry.;  Ga.,  November  24;  1864. 

I.  As  soon  as  the  bridges  are  laid  at  Ball’s  Ferry  a  double  road  will 
be  constructed  to  the  first  fork  beyond.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  move 
to  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads  by  direct  road;  the  Seventeenth  Cor])s  will 
take  the  left  fork,  and  move,  via  Oconee,  to  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads.  The 
cattle  belonging  to  divisions  cross  with  respective  divisions;  all  others 
will  cross  in  advance  of  the  rear  guard  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  and 
will  follow  by  the  right  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  through  fields.  The 
train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  in  such 
order  as  may  be  hereafter  directed. 

II.  As  soon  as  the  crossing  of  the  Oconee  is  effected  Capt.  C.  B. 
E(‘ese,  chief  engineer,  will  cause  an  equitable  division  of  the  boats, 
wagons,  and  appurtenances  of  the  pontoon  train,  train  guard,  and 
engineer  regiment  to  be  made  between  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth 
Corps.  Each  corps  commander  will  assume  the  responsibility  of  the 
conduct  of  his  pontoon  train,  and  will  see  that  it  is  supplied  with  suit¬ 
able  animals  to  enable  it  to  move  ])r()m])tly  with  his  command.  They 
are  authoi  ized,  and  are  hereby  ordered,  to  burn  empty  wagons,  and  use 
the  animals  in  their  pontoon  or  otlier  t(‘ams. 

III.  The  following  are  tlie  orders  for  tlie  movements  of  this  army 
to-morrow :  First,  Major-General  Blair  will  move  his  command,  with  the 
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exception  of  n  sufficient  guard  for  Ids  trains  (which  will  he  brought  up 
near  this  point  and  parked  west  of  the  Augusta  wagon  road),  to  Oconee, 
and  completely  destroy  the  railroad  from  that  point  east  to  the  point 
nearest  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads ;  also,  including,  if  not  already  done,  the 
railroad  bridge  over  the  Oconee  and  trestle-work  this  side.  Second, 
Major-General  Osterhans  will  send  from  his  command  a  sufficient  force  to 
destroy  the  railroad  from  the  point  reached  by  General  Blair  to  Station 
No.  13,  leaving  his  trains  parked  and  properly  guarded  near  this  point. 
These  headquarters  will  remain  here  to  morrow. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  181.  )  Gordon^  Ga.^  November  1864. 

I.  General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  continue  his 
march  to  Oconee  to-morrow  morning  at  7  a.  m.,  and  will  encamj)  near 
Irwinton,  taking  position  so  as  to  cover  the  eastern  and  southern 
approaches  to  that  place.  General  John  E.  Smith,  commanding  Third 
Division,  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division,  at  8.30  a.  m.,  making  Irwinton 
his  destination  also.  Upon  arriving  at  that  place  he  will  take  position 
covering  the  western  front.  The  trains  must  be  corralled  inside  the 
lines  and  all  measures  taken  to  repel  sudden  dashes  of  rebel  cavalry. 
During  the  march  all  roads  leading  south  from  the  Irwinton  road  must 
be  well  guarded,  especially  while  the  trains  are  passing.  In  the  line 
of  march  all  trains  must  be  in  front  of  the  rear  brigade  of  the  Third 
Division. 

II.  The  movement  of  the  corps  for  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows :  The 
First  Division,  Brigadier-General  AVoods  commanding,  will  march  at 
7  a.  m.,  without  supply  trains,  to  Lightwood  Knot  Bridge,  on  Big  Sandj^ 
Upon  his  arrival  there  he  will  secure  his  position  against  any  assault, 
and  will  destroy  all  means  of  crossing  said  creek.  The  Second  Divis¬ 
ion,  Brigadier-General  Hazen  commanding,  will  leave  ifs  present  camp 
at  7  a.  m.,  for  Ball’s  Ferry,  marching  on  the  direct  road.  The  first 
section  pontoon  train  and  engineer  troops,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tweeddale,  will  accompany  General  Flazen,  who  will  assign  thejn 
to  a  position  in  his  column.  The  supply  and  reserve  ammunition  trains 
of  the  First  Division,  escorted  by  one  strong  or  two  small  regiments, 
will  follow  the  Second  DiviwSion,  and,  on  reaching  its  camp,  will  jiark 
within  the  lines  of  that  command,  remaining  until  the  First  Division 
arrives  at  Ball’s  Ferry.  The  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith 
commanding,  on  reaching  Irwinton  to-morrow,  will  take  a  defensive 
position,  guarding  well  all  approaches  to  that  place j  and  on  the  next 
day,  November  26,  will  continue  his  march  to  Ball’s  Ferry,  moving  on 
the  direct  road.  The  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  com¬ 
manding,  will  not  remain  as  indicated  in  paragraph  I,  Special  Orders, 
No.  181,  of  date,  but  will  continue  its  march,  on  the  Ball’s  Ferry  road,  to 
Milton,  where  General  Corse  will  encamp  his  command  until  further 
orders,  guarding  well  all  Ids  aiiproaches  to  that  place.  Corps  head¬ 
quarters  will  be  established  at  Ball’s  Ferry. 

III.  It  being  probable,  under  late  orders  from  General  Sherman, 
that  the  corps  will  be  expected  to  make  but  light  marches  during  the 
next  few  days,  and  as  the  dithn-ent  divisions  will  likely  be  se])arated,  it 
is  inoper  to  assign  to  each  division  a  pro])ortion  of  the  artillery  j  and 
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therefore  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps  will  ’order  the  batteries  of 
his  command  to  report  as  follows:  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Battery  to  Gen¬ 
eral  0.  K.  Woods,  commanding’  First  Division;  Battery  H,  First 
Illinois  Artillery,  to  General  W.  B.  Hazen,  commanding  Second  Divis¬ 
ion;  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  to  General  John  E.  Smith, 
commanding  Third  Division;  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  to 
General  John  M.  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division.  With  each  bat¬ 
tery  goes  the  proper  share  of  the  reserve  ammunition ;  this  distribution 
to  be  effected  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  headquarters  of  the  artillery 
brigade  will  move  wdth  the  corps  headquarters. 

Division  commanders  will  give  to  the  artillery  and  train  assigned  to 
them  by  this  order  all  the  necessary  assistance  to  render  that  arm  of 
the  service  as  effective  as  possible.  They  will,  for  all  logical  and  prac¬ 
tical  purposes,  consider  the  batteries  a  part  of  their  command  until 
further  orders. 

*  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Josei)h  Osterhaus: 

FBEDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistayit  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15tii  Army  Corps, 

No.  236.  )  Gordon,  Ga.,  Novemher  24]  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  8.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  25th  instant. 

Order  of  march:  First,  one  regiment  Second  Brigade  as  advance 
guard,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  second,  pioneer 
corps,  tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage);  third. 
Battery  H,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  followed  by  three  wagons;  fourth, 
one  regiment  Second  Brigade,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one 
wagon;  fifth,  ammunition  train ;  sixth,  division  headquarters  train  and 
provost  guard ;  seventh.  Second  Brigade  train;  eighth.  First  Brigade 
train;  ninth,  quartermaster’s  train;  tenth,  commissary  of  subsistence 
train;  eleventh,  ambulance  corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  regi¬ 
ments  and  detachments;  twelfth,  two  regiments  Second  Brigade  and 
one  regiment  of  First  Brigade,  well  deployed,  upon  the  right  flank  of 
the  division  trains;  thirteenth,  four  regiments  of  First  Brigade,  rear 
guard.  The  wagons  of  the  flanking  and  rear-guard  regiments  will  go 
with  their  respective  brigade  trains. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith  : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Asnistan t  Adjutant- General. 


Special  I  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  14.  )  Tn  the  Field,  near  Gordon,  Ga.,  November  ‘14,  1864. 

******* 

II.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  this  com¬ 
mand  will  move  to  Irwinton  to-morrow,  the  25th  instant,  at  5.36  a.  m. 
Tlie  First  Brigade  has  the  advance,  followed  by  the  battery;  the  Third 
Brigade  will  move  in  the  center;  the  Second  Brigade  will  i)ring  up  the 
rear,  and  close  on  the  Third  Brigade;  the  pioneer  corps  train  will  fol¬ 
low  the  advance  regiment.  The  trains  will  move  as  follows:  First,  the 
])ioneer  corps  train;  second,  the  First  Brigade  train;  third,  the  Third 
Brigade  train.;  fourth,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  lifth,  the  ordnance 
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train 5  sixth,  the  supply  train;  seventh,  the  ambulance  train.  At  the 
forks  of  the  road,  the  ordnance  and  other  trains  in  the  rear  will  wait 
until  the  brigades  and  their  trains  get  on  the  Irwinton  road. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CARPEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Gordon^  Ga.^  November  24^  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Commandinrj  tdeventeentli  Corps: 

General  :  Your  dispatches  received.  I  think  the  order  of  march  of 
yesterday  answers  yonr  suggestions.  You  can  mass  your  rear  division 
at  Station  15,  if  you  wish,  till  you  secure  a  practicable  point  of  crossing. 
If  no  use  can  be  made  of  the  railroad  bi  idge,  it  must  be  destroyed;  I 
will  look  out  for  the  bridges  across  Commissioner’s  Creek  in  this  vicin¬ 
ity,  and  have  them  destroyed.  Please  communicate  with  me  at  this 
point  to-night,  if  possible,  and  let  me  know  whether  you  can  find  any 
practicable  point  of  crossing  except  at  Ball’s  Ferry.  If  none  other  can 
be  found  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  railroad,  your  bridge 
will  be  sent  there. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — The  bridge  train  is  now  here.  I  want  you  to  take  your  sec¬ 
tion  and  put  it  in  shape  as  soon  as  you  can.  Painful  cases  of  robbery 
have  come  to  my  knowledge,  as  money  stealing,  cNc. 

O.  O.  H., 
Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Gordon.)  Ga.^  November  24^  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps : 

General:  Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  You  may  move  to  Ball’s 
Ferry.  I  think  Osterhaus’  advance  reached  here  this  evening,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  haste  jieeded:  I  prefer  that  yon  should  threaten  the 
Oconee  railroad  bridge  until  your  bridge  is  down  at  some  other  point. 
I  will  join  you  to-morrow.  Everything  is  up,  cattle  and  all,  and  yonr 
bridge  section  sent  on.  The  approach  of  Slocum’s  column  to  Sanders- 
ville  Avill  make  the  enemy  uneasy;  it  will  be  near  there  to-morrow. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

November  24 ,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major^eneral  commanding  directs  that  you  cause 
two  miles  of  road  to  be  destroyed  to-night,  from  the  station  toward  the 
town. 

Very  respectfully,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

station  15^  November  *24^  1864, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  forward  to  Ball’s  Ferry  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and 
.obtain  possession  of  the  crossing  if  practicable.  If  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  should  strike  your  column  to-morrow  and  cut  your  train  ofl*,  you 
will  have  to  cut  a  new  road  alongside  of  tlie  present  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Oconee  Bridge,  Oa.,  November  24,  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow  morning  at  7  o’clock  to  Ball’s 
Ferry,  via  Station  15,  excepting  the  three  regiments  of  the  Third  Bri¬ 
gade  now  at  this  place.  General  Belknap  will  relieve  the  regiments  of 
Colonel  Potts’  brigade  now  on  duty  in  front  at  6  o’clock  to-morrow 
morning.  Fie  will  send  his  horses,  mules,  and  all  wheeled  vehicles 
around  with  the  division,  and  remain  w  ith  nothing  but  his  infantry. 
General  Belknap  will  report  at  these  headquarters  by  7  o’clock  in  the 
morning  for  further  instructions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith :  . 

CHAS.  H.  BRUSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  24.  )  Arilledgeville,  Ga.,  November  24,  1864. 

General  Morgan  will  march  out  at  daylight  and  push  on  toward 
Sandersville,  via  Long  Bridge,  passing  the  camps  of  General  Carlin. 
Colonel  Buell  will  move  immediately^  in  the  rear  of  General  Morgan, 
followed,  successively,  by  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  train 
of  the  corps,  under  Major  Houghtaling,  and  the  First  Michigan  Engi¬ 
neers.  General  Carlin  wall  remain  in  the  position  he  shall  occupy  to¬ 
night  until  further  orders.  General  Baird  will  move  at  daylight  upon 
the  road  taken  by  the  remainder  of  the  corps,  and  will  pass  the  camps 
of  General  Carlin.  He  will  order  Colonel  Este’s  brigade  to  bring  up 
the  rear,  Avith  instructions  to  see  tirst  that  the  city  and  its  suburbs  are 
entirely  clear  of  troops  and  stragglers,  and  then  to  cross  and  burn  the 
bridge,  reporting  this  to  the  corps  commander,  and  then  joining  his 
division.  General  Carlin  may  cross  his  trains  over  the  river  this  even¬ 
ing  after  the  bridge  is  clear  of  General  Kilpatrick’s  command. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Milledgeville,  Ga.,  November  24,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Armg  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  remain  in  your  present 
position  to-night,  in  order  to  allow  General  Kili)atrick  to  move  his  cav- 
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airy  and  trains  across  the  bridges.  The  road  will  be  allowed  to  him  at 
once.  Colonel  Este  will  remain  in  command  of  the  post,  and  sufficient 
pickets  will  be  established  to  insure  the  safety  of  your  command  and, 
the  city.  Unless  further  orders  should  reach  you,  you  will  move  your 
command  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  upon  the  road  taken  by  the 
remainder  of  the  corps. 

I  have  the  honoi'  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Milledgeville^  Ga.j  November  24^  1864. 

Col.  George  P.  Este, 

Conidg.  Third  Brig.,  Third  JDiv.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  .* 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  two  companies  to 
Xucket  iu  advance  of  the  bridge  over  Fishing  Creek,  on  road  leading  to 
Midway,  in  addition  to  the  picket  already  there.  Patrols  should  thor¬ 
oughly  secure  the  safety  of  the  village  of  Midway.  He  would  also  call 
your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  close  guard  upon  the 
bridge  over  the  Oconee,  in  order  to  secure  it  against  any  attempts  of 
incendiaries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Gum  Creeh,  Ga.,  November  24,  1864. 
This  corps  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Sandersville,  as  follows: 
First  Division  at  6  a.  m.;  Second  Division  at  6.30  a.  m.;  Third  Division 
at  7  a.  m.  The  cavalr}'  will  precede  the  column,  starting  at  5.30  a.  m. 
##**#** 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Gum  Creeh,  Ga.,  November  24,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  toward  Sandersville  to-morrow  promi)tly  at 
6  a.  m.  (having  the  advance),  in  the  same  order  as  to-day,  and  will  be 
governed  by  the  same  regulations.  The  attention  of  all  commanding 
officers  is  called  to  the  orders  heretofore  published  inohibiting  strag¬ 
gling  from  the  column  and  the  liring  of  buildings  and  unauthorized 
tiring  of  muskets. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Jackson: 

GEO.  ROIUNSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Flag  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C..  November  24,  1864, 
•Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  P'OSTER, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  South,  Headquarters  Hilton  Head  : 

General  :  The  following  is  extracted  from  a  communication  by  the 
senior  naval  officer  at  Stono : 

I  have  visited  the  water  line  in  our  front,  and  find  the  enemy  are  active.  They 
arc  repairing  the  bridge  leading  on  John’s  Island,  and  aj)pear  to  be  at  work  hack  in 
the  woods  on  the  island.  Their  pickets  have  been  also  strengthened  along  the  water 
front.  Last  night  one  of  our  picket-boats  discovered  a  large  boat  of  the  enemy  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Kiawah  River.  They  retreated  as  soon  as  (lisco vexed.  I  have  pulled 
up  the  creek  on  the  north  side  of  Cole’s  Island  to  the  fort  and  sounded  the  creek  as 
I  passed  up  at  half  tide.  I  found  from  five  to  two  and  a  half  fathoms  of  water  all 
the  way;  at  the  mouth  in  Folly  River,  thirteen  feet.  I  see  notliing  to  prevent  the 
enemy,  with  ordinary  sagacity,  using  the  creek.  Our  fort  is  mounted  with  small 
smooth-bore  guns,  so  near  a  bend  in  the  creek  the  enemy  would  be  close  on  them 
before  discovered  on  a  dark  night. 

My  force  there  now  is  much  weaker  than  I  like,  but  it  is  the  best  I 
can  do,  as  the  work  off  Charleston  requires  every  steamer  I  can  muster, 
and  more,  too.  The  wear  and  tear  of  incessant  service  keejis  so  many 
under  repair.  The  vessels  now  in  Stono  are  the  McDonough  (engine 
not  usable,  being  under  repair),  a  small  steamer  (Sweetbrier),  and  a 
mortar  schooner.  Another  mortar  schooner  is  on  the  way  to  Stono. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


General  J.  G.  Foster  : 


Flao  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Fort  Royal,  November  24,  1864. 


General  :  I  have  your  note  of  to-day,  and  shall  certainly  and  gladly 
render  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  General  Sherman.  I  think  I  can 
muster  twenty  to  thirty  12  i)ounder  boat  guns,  on  field  carriages,  smooth 
and  rifled.  Of  vessels,  I  may  say  two  iron  clads,  not  including  those 
on  blockade  at  Charleston  and  Wassaw,  with  a  dozen  steamers  of  light 
draft  and  moderate  draft,  but  many  of  them  with  very  light  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREK, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding,  dvc. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ro.  182.  )  Ball’s  Ferry,  November  25,  1864. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding,  will 
march  from  its  present  camp  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  taking  the  direct  road 

to  Ball’s  Ferry,  making  that  place  its  destination. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

FREDK.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  237.  (  Irivinton^  Ga.,  November  25^  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  march  at  6.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  26th  instant:  • 

Order  of  march :  First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  as  advance  guard, 
followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  Avagon;  second,  pioneer  corps, 
tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon ;  third.  Battery  H,  First  Illi¬ 
nois  Light  Artillery,  followed  by  three  wagons;  fourth,  one  regiment  First 
Brigade,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  fifth,  ammunition^ 
train;  sixth,  divison  headcpiarters  train  and  provost  guard;  seventh. 
First  Brigade  train;  eighth.  Second  Brigade  train;  ninth,  quarteruias-, 
ter’s  train;  tenth,  commissary  of  subsistence  train;  eleventh,  ambu¬ 
lance  corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments  and  detachments; 
twelfth,  three  regiments  First  Brigade,  Avell  deployed,  upon  the  right 
fiank  of  the  division  trains;  thirteenth.  Second  Brigade,  rear  guard. 
The  regimental  wagons  of  the  Second  Brigade  will  go  Avith  the  brigade 
train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  J  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  ^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  15.  )  Milton^  Ga.,  November  25,  1864. 

1.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  26th  instant,  on  the  Ball’s 
Ferry  road,  as  follows : 

The  Third  Brigade  has  the  advance,  and  will  move  out  at  5.30  a.  in., 
two  regiments  to  act  as  advance  guard,  and  the  remainder  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  to  march  in  'rear  of  the  artillery. 

The  pioneer  corps  Avill  join  the  command  at  the  Oconee  Eiver,  and 
take  its  position  in  the  rear  of  the  second  regiment  of  the  Third  Bri 
gade.  The  battery  Avill  folloAv,  well  closed  up. 

The  Second  Brigade  will  move  in  the  center,  on  either  side  of  the 
trains. 

The  First  Brigade  Aviil  bring  up  the  rear.  The  trains  Avill  move  as 
follows :  First,  pioneer  corps  train ;  second,  the  Third  Brigade  train ; 
third,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  fourth,  the  First  Brigade  train;  fifth, 
the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the  supply  train;  seventh,  the  ambulance 
train. 

Brigade  commanders  Avill  alloAv  no  details  to  be  made  for  foraging 
parties  until  the  river  is  (crossed  by  the  command,  and  they  Avill  also 
haA^e  rear  guards  to  each  regiment,  to  prevent  straggling. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAKPEB, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Buffalo  Creeli,  Ga.,  November  25,  1864 — 3,35 p.  m. 

Major  Yates, 

Commanding  First  Michigan  Engineers : 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Buell, 
commanding  })ontoniers,  is  now  bridging  Bufialo  Creek,  and  tliat  you 
Avill  send  forAvard  at  once  to  this  point  a  sufiicient  engineer  force  to 
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corduroy  the  road  leading  over  the  marsh.  The  general  is  of  opinion 
that  the  work  can  be  easily  accomplished  this  evening  and  early 
•to-morrow  morning. 

By  command  of  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Davis: 

JOHN  F.  SQUIBB, 
Captain  and  Aide- de- Camp, 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Giles’  Hoitsej  November  25^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Seeond  Division.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corpus  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  command  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  toward  Sandersville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant.  , 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Giles’  House.,  November  25^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note,  and  directs  that  you  encamp  your  command  for  to-night 
upon  the  ground  on  this  side  of  Buffalo  Creek,  and  near  this  house, 
and  march  for  Sandersville  at  daylight  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Sandersville,  Ga.,  November  25,  1864. 
This  corps  will  move  to-morrow  morning  to  Sandersville,  in  the  same 
order  as  in  the  march  of  to-day,  each  division  starting  at  6  a.  m.  Gen¬ 
eral  Jackson  will  send  two  brigades  as  an  advanced  guard.  Major 
Beynolds  will  order  a  battery  of  artillery  to  accompany  the  advance. 
The  cavalry  will  precede  the  column,  starting  at  5.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PEBKIKS, 
Assista^it  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Sandersville,  Ga.,  November  25,  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow  morning  toward  Sandersville, 
starting  at  0  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order:  Second  Brigade  in  advance, 
followed  by  a  battery;  Third  Brigade  to  follow,  both  being  advanced 
guard;  the  First  Brigade  in  rear,  to  guard  the  Avagon  train  of  the 
division.  This  division  will  liave  the  advance. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GBO.  BOIHNSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Beyond  Buffalo  Creeli,  Ga.^  November  25^  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
‘Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Gear  a, 

Commandhig  Second  Division : 

General  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that,  in  case 
lyou  do  not  receive  further  orders,  you  will  move  your  division  to-mor- 
Irow  morning,  at  5  o’clock,  to  Sandersville. 

vYery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

'  Three  miles  beyond  Buffalo  Creeh,  Ga.,  November  25.^  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that  the 
First  Division  has  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  this  point.  He  wishes 
to  inform  you  that  in  your  camp  to-night  jmu  will  have  to  extend  your 
own  picket-line,  so  as  to  jirotect  your  own  division  and  trains. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Same  to  General  Ward,  commanding  Third  Division.) 


Colonel  Craig, 

Division  Officer  of  the  Day: 

The  general  commanding  division  wishes  you  to  have  your  picketing 
most  thoroughly  and  carefully  performed — pickets  thrown  well  out. 

Y ery  resi^ectfully, 

W.  T.  EORBES, 

Acting  Assista nt  A dju tan t- Gen eral. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Buffalo  Creek,  Ga.,  November  25,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  encamp  your 
division  to-night  just  on  the  east  side  of  Buffalo  (  heek,  covering  the 
bridge.  In  the  absence  of  further  orders,  he  directs  tliat  you  marcli,  at 
an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  to  Sandersville.  He  also  directs  that  you 
give  all  needed  assistance  to  the  pontoon  train,  bringing  it  forward  with 
your  division  to-morrow  morning.  The  bridge  can  be  taken  up  as  soon 
as  your  rear  has  passed. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  AV.  PERKINS, 

JAeiitenanl-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  November  25^  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  con¬ 
fidential  letter  of  the  13th',*  which  was  received  on  the  22d,  after  the 
sailing  of  the  Arago. 

1  am  preparing  to  carry  out  your  instructions.  Although  my  dis¬ 
posable  force  is  very  small,  I  think  I  can  do  what  is  required.  I  shall 
move  on  the  night  of  the  28th,  and  make  my  attack  on  the  next  day. 
I  shall  continue  to  attack  whether  I  succeed  in  the  first  attempt  or 
not,  and  do  the  enemy  as  much  damage  as  I  can  until  I  see  General 
Sherman. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Florida,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 

»  JaeJcsonville,  Fla.,  November  25,  1864. 

Col.  J.  C.  Beecher, 

Commanding  Tliirty^fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops : 

Colonel  :  You  will  embark  on  board  the  Delaware  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing  at  3  o’clock,  with  your  regiment  rationed  and  equipped,  as  ordered 
by  verbal  order  from  these  headquarters.  The  companies  at  Batteries 
Foster  and  Hatch  and  at  Yellow  Bluff  are  to  accompany  you.  Orders 
have  been  given  to  the  companies  at  Yellow  Bluff*  to  be  in  readiness. 
Three  companies  of  the  Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  placed 
on  the  Mary  Benton,  and  the  remainder  of  said  regiment  on  the  Delaware. 
Lieu  ten  tan  t-Colonel  Marple  will  make  his  headquarters  on  the  Mary 
Benton.  '  The  detachment  of  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  will  be  on 
the  Mary  Benton,  and  the  battery  of  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery 
on  the  Wyoming.  All  the  trooi)S  have  been  notified  in  regard  to  their 
being  in  readiness,  and  you  will  assume  command  of  such  troops  as  soon 
as  you  get  on  board.  Immediately  on  all  being  on  board,  of  which  you 
will  be  notified  by  a  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters,  you  will 
proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  take  on  board 
your  steamer  the  two  companies  of  your  regiment  at  Yellow  Bluff*,  cau¬ 
tioning  the  commanding  officer  left  there,  in  the  name  of  the  general 
commanding,  to  be  very  vigilant.  After  receiving  these  companies  on 
board  you  will  proceed  over  the  bar  on  the  evening  tide,  and  once  out¬ 
side  you  will  keep  as  near  the  other  steamers  as  possible,  and  proceed 
to  Hilton  Head,  reporting  on  your  arrival  there  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fos¬ 
ter.  Your  attention  is  called  to  Revised  Army  Regulations  relative  to 
troops  on  board  transports;  and  in  embarking  and  proceeding  down  the 
1‘iver  you  will  be  as  quiet  in  transit  as  possible,  not  allowing  any  beat¬ 
ing  of  drums  or  loud  talking  or  huzzaing,  keei)ing  the  men  as  much  out 
of  siglit  as  i)ossible. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  F.  Scammon : 

THOMAS  J.  ROBINSON, 
Lieuteiiant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


■  *  ISeo  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  328. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  183.  j  BaWs  Ferry ^  Ga.j  Novcmher  ^6,  1864. 

#  •  *  #  *  *  *  * 

II.  The  corps  will  move  forward  this  a.  m.  on  the  direct  road  to 
Irwin’s  Cross-Koads,  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is  completed,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  order:  First,  the  Fourth  Division, with  artillery  and  train;  second, 
the  First  Division,  with  artillery  and  train;  third,  the  Second  Division, 
witli  artillery  and  train;  fourth,  the  Third  Division,  with  artillery  and 
train.  The  train  of  corps  headquarters  will  move  with  the  Fourth 
Division. 

III.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movements  of  the  corps 
to-morrow:  Commanding  generals  of  the  First  and  Fourth  Divisions 
will  each  send  two  brigades  of  infantry  to  the  railroad,  and  have  it 
destroyed  thoroughly,  from  about  six  miles  west  until  they  strike  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  the  brigades  of  the  First  Division  taking  the 
Avest  and  those  of  the  Fourth  Division  the  east  end  of  the  task.  The 
destruction  of  the  railroad,-  particularly  of  the  iron,  must  be  as  com¬ 
plete  as  possible.  After  having  completed  the  work  of  destruction,  it 
Avill  not  be  necessary  for  the  brigades  to  rejoin  their  respective  divis¬ 
ions  here,  as  they  will  receive  orders  to  meet  them  at  another  point 
east.  The  men  will  carry  two  days’  rations  in  haA’ersacks.  The  re¬ 
maining  brigades  of  the  First  and  Fourth  Divisions  will  remain  in 
their  present  camps  at  the  cross-roads  with  the  division  trains,  which 
must  be  closely  parked  and  guarded,  until  further  orders.  Particular 
attention  is  called  to  the  necessity  of  having  all  precautionary  measures 
taken  to  secure  the  camps  and  working  parties  against  sudden  dashes 
of  rebel  cavalry  forces  in  our  vicinity.  The  Second  and  Third  Divisions, 
Brigadier-Generals  Hazen  and  Smith  commanding,  Avill  march  to  this 
point  early  to-morrow  morning,  the  Second  Division  having  the 
advance. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  A  djutant- Genera  I. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  185.  (  Fear  BalVs  Ferry^  Ga.,  November  1864. 

All  men  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry  now  on  detached  service 
within  the  division,  except  those  at  division  headquarters,  are  hereby 
relieved,  and  will  report  to  these  headquarters  at  once.  All  men  of  this 
regiment  are,  for  convenience  and  efficiency,  consolidated  into  a  single 
company,  and  are  for  service  attached  to  the  Sixth  Missouri  Infantry. 
Capt.  John  W.  White,  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Eegiment,  is  assigned 
to  command  them.  HeAvill,  without  delay,  arm  and  equip  them,  mak¬ 
ing  the  company  as  complete  for  service  as  possible. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  1  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

>  In  the  Field,  on  BalVs  Ferry  Road,  Ga., 

No.  238.  )  November  J26,  1864. 

1.  This  command  Avill  inove  forward  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  27tli 
instant,  in  the  following  order:  First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  as 
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advance  guard,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon ;  second, 
])ioneer  corps,  tool  wagons,  one  ambnlauce,  and  one  wagon  (baggage)  : 
third,  one  section  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  followed  by 
wagons  belonging  to  the  battery  ;  fourth,  ammunition  train;  lifth, 
division  headquarters  train  and  i^rovost  guard;  sixth.  First  Brigade 
train;  seventh.  Second  Brigade  train;  eighth,  quartermaster’s  train; 
ninth,  commissary  of  subsistence  train;  tenth,  ambulance  corps,  ex¬ 
cept  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments  and  detachments;  eleventh, 
one  section  Battery  B,First  Michigan  Artillery;  twelfth,  two  regiments 
First  Brigade,  well  deployed,  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  division 
trains;  thirteenth,  two  regiments  First  Brigade,  rearguard  (the  reg¬ 
imental  wagons  of  the  flanking  and  rear  guard  regiments  will  go 
with  the  brigade  trains);  fourteenth,  the  Second  Brigade,  Bvt.  Brig. 
Gen.  Green  B.  Eaum  commanding,  will  act  as  rear  guard  to  the  Fif¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps.  General  Kauni  will  remain  with  his  command  upon 
the  west  side  of  the  Oconee  Eiver  until  everything  belonging  to  the 
coiT>s  has  passed  over.  He  will  then  cross  with  his  command  to  the 
opxiosite  side  of  the  river,  where  he  will  halt  until  the  pontoon  bridge 
belonging  to  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  has  been  taken  up  and  the  train 
has  started  for  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads.  He  will  then  follow  and  rejoin 
the  division.  One  ambulance  will  accomx)any  each  regiment  of  the 
Second  Brigade;  their  regimental  wagons  will  go  with  the  brigade  train. 
#***#*# 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Hiv.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  [  In  the  Field,  Irwin^s  Cross-Roads, 

No.  16.  )  November  26,  18C)i. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movements  of  this  division  to¬ 
morrow  :  The  First  and  Third  Brigades,  General  Eice  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to  the  railroad  to 
destroy  it.  The  men  will  carry  two  days’  rations  in  haversacks.  It 
will  not  be  necessary  for  the  brigades  to  rejoin  the  division  here,  as 
they  will  receive  orders  to  meet  them  at  another  i)oint.  The  Second 
Brigade,  battery,  x^ioneer  corx)S,  and  all  trains  will  remain  in  camx)  until 
further  orders. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse : 

L.  CAEPEE, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Irwin\H  Cross-Roads,  November  26,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  uVrmy  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  instruct 
you  to  commence  your  march  very  early  to-morrow  morning  for  Oconee, 
and  destroy  tlie  railroad  to  a  x)oint  opx)osite  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads.  The 
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teams  can  come  down  to  Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads  by  the  parallel  road  yon 
have  been  imeparing.  I  will  send  a  portion  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  to 
do  the  rest  of  the  work  to  Station  No.  13. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  L.  TAGGAET,  . 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  200.  \  Near  BaWs  Ferry,  Ga.,  November  26,  1864. 

I.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-day’s  movement: 

1.  Col.  G.  E.  Spencer,  commanding  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  will  im¬ 
mediately  upon  completion  of  the  bridge  cross  the  river,  and,  moving 
to  Station  No.  14,  destroy  the  remainder  of  the  railroad  bridge  and 
trestle-work  at  and  near  that  point. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  1).  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  hold 
his  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  11  o’clock,  crossing  the  river  in 
rear  of  the  First  Alabama  Ca  valry. 

3.  The  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division. 

4.  The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Fourth  Division,  moving  via  the  left  fork  through  Oconee  to 
Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads. 

5.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse  will  detach  a  battery  to  move  with  each 
division  as  heretofore. 

II.  Upon  crossing  the  river,  all  unauthorized  animals  with  this  com¬ 
mand  will  be  seized  and  appropriated  to  legitimate  purposes. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Marven,  provost-marshal,  is  charged  with  the  execution 
of  this  order. 

III.  The  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eusk  commanding,  is  hereby  assigned  as  guard  to  the  section  of  the 
bridge  train  with  this  corps.  Lientenant-Colonel  Eusk  will  have  entire 
control  of  the  train  and  the  detachment  of  engineers  serving  with  it, 
and  will  use  every  efibrt  to  push  it  forward  as  soon  as  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  is  across.  He  will  use  the  engineers  in  cutting  and  repairing  the 
roads. 

IV.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  out  at  G  a.  m.,  on  the  road  taken  this  afternoon 
by  the  division  in  advance  of  him. 

2.  The  train  of  the  Third  Division  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
out  his  command  at  G  a.  m.,  and,  taking  the  first  left-hand  road  after 
passing  these  headquarters,  will  proceed  to  Station  No.  14,  on  the  rail¬ 
road,  and  destroy  the  road  efiectually  from  that  point  to  a  point  opposite 
Irwin’s  Cross-Eoads.  His  train  Avill  move  as  directed  in  the  second 
section  of  this  order. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  be  ])re- 
pared  to  move  at  8  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Third 
Division. 

o.  Maj.  A.  0.  Waterhouse,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  move 
the  artillery  as  heretofore,  except  the  battery  that  moves  with  the  Third 
Division,  which  will  be  assigned  to  the  First  Division  for  to-morrow’s 
march. 

G.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eusk,  commanding  the  Twenty-fifth  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Volunteers,  will  move  out  the  bridge  train  at  7  o’clock  a.  m.,  and 
will  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 
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7.  These  headquarters  will  move  as  heretofore. 

Each  division  commander  in  this  corps  will  at  once  send  to  the  pontoon 
train  at  the  river  twenty-six  serviceable  mules.  They  will  be  reported  to 
Capt.  B.  F.  Buzard,  commanding  pontoon  train.  If  necessary  empty 
wagons  will  be  burned  and  the  mules  taken  for  this  purpose.  It  is 
essential  that  the  mules  should  be  sent  down  to-night,  in  order  that  the 
train  may  move  in  the  morning. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  BalVs  Ferry ^  Ga.,  November  26,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  he  Avill  send  you  orders  to-morrow,  by  the  time  you  reach  Station 
Ao.  13,  as  to  your  camping-ground.  The  First  Alabama  Cavalry  is  en¬ 
camped  to-night  near  Station  Ao.  14,  and  will  move  under  your  orders 
to-morrow.  You  will  direct  it  to  move  oii  your  left  flank,  so  as  to  cover 
your  working  parties.  It  will  be  imj)ossible  for  you  to  take  any  wheels 
with  you  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Sandersville,  Ga.,  November  26,  1864. 

The  following  movements  are  ordered,  and  will  commence  at  an  early 
hour  to-morrow  morning: 

Major-General  Bavis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Corps,  will  send  two 
divisions,  unencumbered  by  wagons  (except  a  pontoon  train),  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  via  Fenn’s  Bridge,  crossing  both  branches  of  the  Ogeechee  Biver 
and  moving  down  the  east  bank  of  the  east  branch  to  Louisville.  The 
divisions,  having  in  charge  the  trains  of  the  corps,  Avill  move  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ada  Bavisborough. 

Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding  Twentieth  Corx)s,  with 
two  divisions,  Avill  continue  the  destruction  of  the  railroad,  and  send  the 
other  division  in  charge  of  the  trains  of  the  corps  to  Bavisborough  as 
soon  as  the  road  is  cleared  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Slocum: 

H.  C.  KOBGEB.S, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  IIth  Army  Corps, 

No.  25.  •  (  Sandersville,  Ga.,  November  26,  1864. 

Tlie  troops  of  the  corps  will  move  upon  Louisville,  Ga.,  to-niorroAv  in 
the  following  order:  The  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  under  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Baird,  leaving  their  general  supi)ly  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  trains  and  all  other  surplus  Avagons,  Avill  march  liglit  at  daylight. 
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by  way  of  Fenn’s  Bridge,  and  thence  by  such  road  as  General  Baird 
may  deem  best,  with  a  view  of  turning  Louisville  and  obt  aining  x)osses- 
sion  of  that  place.  The  trains  of  the  corps  will  be  under  the  charge 
of  Brigadier-General  Carlin,  and  will  be  escorted  and  guarded  by 
his  division  by  way  of  Davisborough,  for  which  point  they  will  move 
at  daylight,  in  the  following  order:  One  brigade  of  the  division  as 
advance  guard,  followed,  successively,  by  the  First  Division  trains;  a 
second  brigade  of  the  division;  corps  headquarters  train;  reserve 
artillery  and  ammunition  trains;  trains  of  Third  Division;  trains  of 
Second  Division;  and  the  remaining  brigade  as  rear  guard.  General 
Carlin  will  make  such  further  dispositions  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  his  column.  The  quartermasters  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Divisions  will  report  their  trains  to-night  to  Captain  Bemington, 
who  will  have  general  supervision  of  all  the  trains.  Colonel  Buell  will 
divide  his  pontoon  train,  reporting  such  portion  as  may  be  required  to 
General  Baird,  and  moving  the  remainder  in  the  rear  of  the  ammuni¬ 
tion  train  of  the  corps  and  immediately  in  front  of  the  trains  of  Third 
Division.  The  corps  commander  will  remain  with  the  First  Division. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  ^taff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Station  No.  13^  Macon  and  Savannah  Bailroadj 

November  20.,  1804 — 2.45  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General 

Colonel:  The  head  of  my  column  has  reached  the  railroad  without 
molestation,  and  are  at  work  destroying  it.  A  small  body  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  left  here  about  half  an  hour  before  its  occupation  by  my 
advance.  My  headquarters  will  be  here  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Br  igadi er- Genera  /,  Comm  a  n  ding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Tennille  Station,  Ga.,  November  20,  1804. 

To-morrow  the  Second  Division  will  continue  the  destruction  of  the 
railroad  toward  Davisborough,  commencing  at  an  early  hour.  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Jackson,  with  the  First  Division,  starting  at  (i  a.  m.,  will 
proceed  by  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  to  the  point  wliere 
that  road  crosses  the  railroad,  about  seven  miles  from  this])oint,  where 
he  will  commence  destroying  the  railroad  toward  Davisborough.  The 
two  batteries  now  here,  with  all  other  vehicles,  will  accompany  the  First 
Division.  The  pioneer  battalion  will  march  with  the  First  Division. 
The  Michigan  Engineers  will  remain  with  the  Second  Division  and 
assist  in  destroying  the  railroad. 

Brigadier-General  Ward  will  take  charge  of  the  train,  and  as  soon 
as  the  road  is  opened  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  will  march  it  to  Davis¬ 
borough.  He  will  use  ids  division  and  the  two  batteries  now  with  the 
train  as  a  guard  for  this  puiq)ose. 
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Major  Eeynokls,  chief  of  artillery,  will  direct  Captain  Winegar  and 
Lieutenant  Newkirk,  with  their  batteries,  to  report  to  General  Ward. 
The  cavalry  of  Colonel  Hughes  will  precede  the  column  of  General 
Jackson,  starting  at  5.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant^  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Tennille  Station^  Ga.^  November  ^6,  1864. 

The  division  will  move  to-morrow  at  G  a.  m.,  by  the  road  on  the  south 
side  of  the  railroad,  to  a  point  where  that  road  crosses  the  railroad 
about  seven  miles  from  this  place,  and  commence  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road  toward  Davisborough.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  the 
march:  First,  First  Brigade;  second,  a  battery;  third.  Third  Brigade; 
fourth,  a  battery  and  the  wagons;  fifth,  Second  Brigade. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  EOBINSON, 

First  TAeutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Two  miles  and  a  half  East  of  tStation  No.  13 ^ 

November  /?6’,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Ticentieth  Corps: 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  encamped  my  divis¬ 
ion  at  this  point,  having  destroyed  the  railroad  one  mile  and  a  half 
east  of  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  2()th  Army  Corps, 

Tn  the  Fields  Ga.,  November  S6^  1864. 
Unless  otherwise  ordered,  the  troops  will  be  in  leadiness  to  march  at 
G.30  in  the  morning.  Order  of  brigades:  Third,  First,  Second.’ 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Flah  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor.,  t8.  C.,  November  36,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  8)Outh,  Headquarters  Hilton  Head  : 

Generaiu  In  order  to  man  the  howitzers  pro])(*rly  for  service,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  detach  llie  men  from  the  naval  battery  on  JNEuris  Island 
and  siii)ply  their  jdaces  by  other  men,  fewer  in  number  and  less  ex])e- 
rienced.  As  1  have  no  intimation  that  you  i)ro])ose  to  oi)en  lire  from  the 
island,  I  supimse  this  will  not  be  ot  consecjuence.  If,  however,  you 
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consider  the  battery  on  Morris  Island  as  of  more  consequence,  please 
to  let  me  know.  The  squadron  is  short  banded,  and  a  large  number  of 
the  men  entirely  inexperienced,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  ui)  a  detached 
force  and  organize  it  decently.  I  shall,  however,  be  ready  at  the  time 
named. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral^  Commayidmg  South  Atlantic  BlocJcadmg  Squadron. 


Special  Orders,  I  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

>  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  238.  )  Morris  Island^  S.  (7.,  November  26^  1864. 

*  *  *  *  #  *  * 

V.  The  following  troops  will  embark  on  the  night  of  the  27th  instant, 
for  special  service,  from  Folly  Island:  The  Fifty-sixth  New  York  Vol¬ 
unteers,  eight  companies  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
five  companies  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and 
one  section  of  Battery  B,  Mesereau’s  New  York  artillery;  from  Morris 
Island,  four  companies  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
and  one  section  of  Battery  B,  Mesereau’s  light  battery. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.j  55th  Massachusetts  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adit.  Gen. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  26^  1864. 

Maj.  T.  T.  Eckert: 

Steamer  Hermann  Livingstone  arrived  at  fi  p.  m.,  with  753  exchanged 
prisoners;  lost  two  on  passage;  the  rest  are  reported  doing  well,  and 
improving  very  fast. 

•  Savannah  Daily  Morning  News  of  the  23d  has  following  telegraph 
news: 

Augusta,  Xovemher  22. 

The  Central  train,  from  Davishorough,  rejiorts  that  Milledgeville  and  Gordon  were 
captured  yesterday.  The  State  Plouse,  Governor’s  mansion,  and  penitentiary  were 
burned.  General  Wayne  holds  the  Oconee  bridge.  Nothing  from  Macon.  Passen¬ 
gers  from  Georgia  road  report  that  the  train  went  to  Greensborough  to-day.  The 
enemy  aiTf[)ears  to  have  all  gone  in  the  direction  of  Milledgeville  and  Macon,  but 
nothing  certain  is  known. 

The  Augusta  Constitutionalist  of  Monday  evening  says: 

The  passengers  by  the  Georgia  road  train  last  evening  report  the  Oconee  bridge, 
live  miles  above  Gordon,  was  burned  about  noon  yesterday  by  a  small  party  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry,  who  retired,  after  burning  the  bridge,  to  their  cam]),  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river.  The  force  of  the  enemj"  on  the  line  of  this  road  is  estimated  at 
15,000,  advancing  slowly  and  cautiously.  Governor  of  South  Carolina  has  ordered 
the  Reserve  Militia  of  that  State  to  assemble  at  Hamburg.  Governor  Brown  lias 
issued  a  proclamation,  making  a  levy  en  masse  of  all  citizens  between  the  ages  of 
sixteen  and  lifty-tive,  to  serve  for  forty  days. 

( -aptaiii  Baker,  of  the  Hermann  Livingstone,  says  it  was  reported, 
before  he  left,  that  Sherman  occupied  Macon;  that  there  were  2,500 
Union  prisoners  at  Macon,  on  the  way  to  Savannah  to  be  exchanged, 
but  the  road  being  interrupted,  they  could  not  be  brought  through; 
otherwise,  the  exchange  was  going  on  well. 

GE(3.  1).  SHELDON, 

Cipher  Operator  J  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph. 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  November  27^  1864. 
Chiefs  of  Quartermaster’s, 

Commissary,  and  Ordnance  Departments  : 

Advices  just  received  state  that  General  Sherman  had  crossed  the 
Oconee  River.  It  is  therefore  quite  certain  that  he  will  come  out  on 
the  Atlantic  coast.  But  as  it  would  not  be  safe  to  withdraw  stores 
from  Pensacola  yet,  additional  supplies  should  be  immediately  prepared 
for  shipment  to  Hilton  Head. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

1)1  the  Field,  Te)i)iille  Station,  Ga.,  Noveinber  27,  1861 — 10.15  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  is  now  at  this  point,  and  has 
put  in  motion  two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  without  wagons, 
from  Sandersville,  by  Fenn’s  Bridge,  to  Louisville.  The  Twentieth 
Corps,  with  all  the  train  ;  of  the  Left  Wing,  will  move  to  Louisville  by 
the  road  passing  through  Davisborough.  He  wishes  you  to  move  your 
two  corps  eastward  on  the  two  roads,  starting  from  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads, 
as  follows :  The  right  column,  crossing  Ohoopee  River,  straight  for  John¬ 
son  ;  thence  along  the  main  Savannah  road  to  the  point  where  it  inter¬ 
sects  the  road  from  Swainsborough,  through  Canoochee,  Bark  Camp, 
and  Rocky  Creek  Church,  to  Waynesborough.  At  that  point  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  should  have  instructions  to  turn  toward  Station  ISTo.  9,  in 
the  absence  of  other  orders.  The  left  column  to  take  the  road  from 
Irwin’s  Cross-Roads  direct  toward  Louisville  until  it  intersects  the  road 
from  Sandersville  next  south  of  the  railroad,  and  south  of  Williamson’s 
Swamp  Creek,  until  abreast  of  Station  No.  10  (or  Sebastopol),  where  it 
is  probable  we  will  cross  the  Ogeechee.  The  general  proposes  to  attend 
this  latter  column  himself. 

Please  renew  your  instructions  to  the  detail  breaking  up  the  railroad 
from  Oconee  to  Tennille  not  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry,  but  to  do  their 
work  well.  From  this  point  it  can  join  its  proper  corps  on  either  of  the 
above-named  routes.  The  general  finds  it  difficult  to  get  information 
of  roads,  but  those  described  exist  on  all  our  maps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Iricinh  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  just  received.  I  sui)pose  tlie  route  named 
would  be  taken,  except  that  the  places  of  crossing  the  Ogeechee  are 
different.  General  Blair  will  take  the  Louisville  road  to  tlie  intersec¬ 
tion  described;  General  Corse  will  join  his  reserve  brigade  and  wagon 
train  at  the  intersection  of  Louisville  and  Jackson  roads,  after  he  has 
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destroyed  the  railroad  as  far  as  Station  13;  General  Osterlians  will 
meet  Corse  at  Johnson,  having  found  a  settlement  road  leading  directly 
from  this  place  to  that  point.  I  will  accomi^any  the  south  column,  and 
communicate  with  you  constantly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Tennille  Station,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864 — Ip.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General:  General  Corse  is  now  here,  and  from  conversation  with 
him  the  general-in-chief  is  in  doubt  about  the  destruction  of  the  Oco¬ 
nee  and  Buffalo  Creek  railroad  bridges,  and  he  wishes  to  be  sure 
beyond  any  question  that  they  are  destroyed.  To  this  end,  you  will  give 
the  necessary  orders  that  will  insure  the  complete  destruction  of  both, 
unless  they  are  already  destroyed. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Iriciids  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipjn : 

General  Blair  crossed  his  cavalry  yesterday  the  first  thing,  with 
orders  to  destroy  those  bridges.  He  has  not  yet  been  officially  informed 
about  it,  but  has  reiieAved  his  order  to  completely  destroy  them.  I 
think  from  the  fires  yesterday  seen  in  that  direction  there  is  little 
doubt  that  they  are  consumed.  The  railroad  on  the  other  side  is 
burned  from  Gordon  uj)  to  the  railroad  bridge,  but  I  fear  that  a  part 
is  not  as  well  done  as  usual,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  getting  the 
rail  oft*  the  longitudinal  i)ieces;  but  these  and  the  cross-pieces  are  so 
much  burned  that  all  will  have  to  be  gotten  up  and  replaced.  In  some 
places,  on  account  of  the  water,  the  trestle-work  could  not  be  burned. 
There  it  was  effectually  cut  down.  You  may  be  sure  it  will  cost  some 
labor  to  repair  damages  between  the  Ocmulgee  and  the  Oconee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — I  renewed  my  order  as  to  the  comi)leteness  of  the  worki' 


Special  1  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  179.  )  Irici)ds  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  November  27,  1861. 

-**#**#* 

V.  The  army  will  move  forward,  substantially,  as  follows:  First,  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Osterhans  will  move  his  left  column  of  two  divisions  by  the 
Louisville  road  and  to  the  intersection  of  the  .Johnson  road,  and  thence 
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to  Jolmson  this  evening,  being  careful  to  clear  that  intersection  at  an 
early  hour  to-niorrow  morning.  His  right  column  will  move  hy  a  set- 
tlement  road  directly  to  Johnson,  starting  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow.  Sec¬ 
ond,  Major-General  Blair  will  move  on  the  Louisville  road  (starting  his 
column  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  or  earlier  at  his  option)  till  he  reaches  the 
nearest  parallel  road  to  the  railroad  on  the  south  side,  south  of  Wil¬ 
liamson’s  Swamp  Creek.  He  will  follow  this  road  till  abreast  of  Station 
No.  10  (or  Sebasto^jol),  where  it  is  probable  he  will  cross  the  Ogeechee. 
Major-General  Sherman  proposes  to  accompany  this  column  in  person. 
Headquarters  will  be  at  Johnson  to-morrow  night,  the  train  moving 
with  the  leading  division  of  the  right  column.  The  herds  of  cattle 
(other  than  those  belonging  to  divisions)  will  follow  the  right  column 
to  Johnson,  a  regiment  from  the  rear  division  of  which  will  remain  at  this 
point  till  everything  is  passed,  and  will  then  follow  on  to  Johnson,  care¬ 
fully  guarding  all  roads  leading  south. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Irunn'^s  Cross-Eoads^  Ga.,  Novemher  27^  1864, 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

Major-General  Howard  directs  me  to  say  that  General  Sherman  now 
requires  that  as  long  marches  as  possible  be  made  each  day,  to  effect 
which  he  would  advise  early  starts  and  as  steady  marching  as  the 
trains  and  troops  can  stand  and  the  state  of  the  roads  will  admit,  halt¬ 
ing,  however,  the  head  of  column  of  each  division  in  time  to  allow  the 
division  train  to  get  up  and  into  park  before  a  late  hour  in  the  evening. 
As  there  is  no  enemy  to  speak  of  to  encounter,  it  is  not  essential  that 
the  command  should  be  massed  each  night,  but  the  trooi)S  and  trains  of 
each  division  should  be  concentrated.  The  divisions  should  not,  how¬ 
ever,  be  allowed  to  get  more  than  three  miles  apart. 

I  am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

(Same  to  Major-General  Blair.) 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  184.  )  Irwinh  Cross-Roads^  Ga.j  November  27^  1864, 

******* 

III.  The  following  are  the  movements  of  the  corps  tbr  this  p.  m.: 
The  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods  com¬ 
manding,  in  cam])  at  this  place,  will,  at  1  o’clock,  march,  with  the  entire 
division  train,  on  the  Augusta  road,  to  the  intersection  of  the  Sanders- 
ville  and  Johnson  roads.  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  commanding 
Fourth  Division,  will  order  his  train,  escorted  by  the  brigade  in  canq) 
here,  to  follow  the  First  Division,  with  a  view  to  the  same  destination. 
On  arriving  at  the  cross-roads,  the  troo])S  and  trains  are  to  encamp  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Augusta  road,  wliich  must  be  entirely  clear  for 
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the  Seventeenth  Corps  to-morrow  morning.  The  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  now  at  work  on  railroad,  will  rejoin  its  division  at  Irwin’s 
Oross-Boads,  the  commanding  officer  of  which  will  report  at  these  head¬ 
quarters  for  further  instructions.  The  two  brigades  of  the  Fourth 
Division  now  at  work  on  railroad  will  rejoin  their  division  via  railroad 
station  No.  13,  from  whence  they  will  march  along  the  direct  Johnson 
road  to  the  intersection  of  the  Augusta  road.  These  brigades  must 
also  be  south  of  the  latter  road  by  to-morrow  morning. 

#*#***# 

Y.  The  corps  will  move  forward  to  Johnson  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  in 
the  following  order:  The  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse 
commanding,  with  trains,  will  move  on  the  direct  road,  followed  by  the 
First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods  commanding,  with  trains,  &c. 
The  right  column  Avill  also  move  on  the  direct  road  from  their  present 
cainj),  the  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding,  in 
advance,  accompanied  by  the  pontoon  train  and  trains  of  department 
and  corps  headquarters,  to  be  followed  by  the  Second  Division,  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Hazen  commanding.  General  Hazen  will  detail  from  his 
command  one  regiment,  which  will  remain  at  this  point  until  every¬ 
thing  has  passed,  and  Avill  then  follow  on  to  Johnson,  carefully  guard¬ 
ing  all  roads  leading  south. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  215.  ^  Irtvi}ds  Gross-Eoads,  Ga.,  Noveniher  27.,  1864. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  this 
division  will  at  once  have  their  commands  in  readiness  to  move,  the 
men  sup])lied  with  two  days’  rations  in  their  haversacks,  and  also  car¬ 
rying  such  tools  as  are  requisite  in  the  destruction  of  railroads.  The 
learns  belonging  to  these  brigades  will  immediately  be  driven  near  the 
sui^ply  train  of  the  division,  and  there  neatly  parked,  as  they  will  not 
accompany  the  brigades.  Colonels  AVilliamson  and  Smith,  of  the  Third 
and  First  Brigades,  respectively,  will  report  here  with  their  commands 
forthwith  for  instructions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  AVILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  239.  )  Ecarlrwiids  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  November  27,1864: 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morroAv,  the  28th  instant,  in 
the  following  order:  First,  one  regiment  Second  Brigade,  followed  by 
one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  second,  pioneer  cori)s,  tool  wagons,  one 
ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage);  third.  Battery  B,  First  Miclii- 
gan  Artillery,  followed  by  the  wagons  belonging  to  the  battery;  fourth, 
remainder  of  Second  Brigade,  each  regiment  followed  by  one  ambulance 
and  one  wagon;  fifth,  ammunition  train;  five  and  a  half.  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  headquarters  train ;  sixth,  division  headquarters  train  and 
luovost  guard;  seventh.  Second  Brigade  train ;  eighth.  First  Brigade 
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train;  nintli,  quartermaster’s  train;  tenth,  commissary  of  subsistence 
train;  eleven tli,  ambulance  corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  the 
regiments  and  detachments;  twelfth,  three  regiments  First  Brigade, 
well  deployed,  upon  the  right  dank  of  the  division  trains;  thirteenth, 
two  regiments  First  Brigade,  rear  guard.  The  regimental  wagons  of 
the  danking  and  rear  guard  regiments  will  be  placed  in  advance  of  the 
rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BEDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  >  Bi  the  Fields  Irwiyds  Cross-Roads, 

No.  17.  )  November  27,  1864. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  B.  N.  Adams  commanding,  will  move  on 
the  Augusta  road  to-day  at  2  j).  m.,  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Division, 
in  the  following  order ;  One  regiment  in  advance,  followed  by  the  bat¬ 
tery;  one  regiment  on  either  side  of  the  trains;  and  one  regiment  in 
the  rear.  The  trains  will  move  as  follows :  First,  the  Second  Brigade 
train;  second,  the  First  Brigade  train ;  third,  the  Third  Brigade  train; 
fourth,  the  pioneer  corps  train;  dfth,  the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the 
supply  train;  seventh,  the  ambulance  corps  train.  The  train  should 
be  kept  well  closed  up,  to  make  it  as  short  as  possible. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LEO  CARPER, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General, 


Special  ^  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Widoiv  Peacocli’s,  Ga., 

No.  18.  )  November  27,  1864. 

I.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  R.  N.  Adams  commanding,  will  move  on 
the  Sandersville  and  Johnson  road  to-morrow,  the  28tli  instant,  at  5.30 
a.  m.,  in  rear  of  the  First  Division,  in  the  following  order:  One  regiment 
in  the  advance,  followed  by  the  battery;  one  regiment  on  either  side  of 
the  trains;  and  one  regiment  in  the  rear.  The  trains  will  move  as  fol¬ 
lows:  First,  the  Second  Brigade  train ;  second,  the  First  Brigade  train; 
third,  the  Third  Brigade  train;  fourth,  the  pioneer  corps  train ;  lifth, 
the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the  supply  train;  seventh,  the  ambulance 
traiiL  The  train  should  be  kept  well  closed  up,  to  make  it  as  short  as 
possible. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LEO  CARPER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

November  27,  1864. 

Caj)!.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  1  i-eceived  notice  from  General  Howard  on  the  morning  of 
the  24th  instant  that  my  section  of  the  bridge  train  was  at  Gordon,  and 
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that  lie  wished  me  to  put  it  in  shape  ”  as  soon  as  I  could.  I  at  once 
called  on  my  division  commanders  for  animals,  and  the  next  morii’ 
in^  sent  down  iny  i)rovost-marshal  with  152  mules,  Avith  which  he  put 
the  train  in  order,  and  brought  it  forward  to  the  river,  the  number  of 
mules  to  each  wagon  having  been  increased  to  eight.  I  received  notice 
last  night  that  another  division  of  the  train  had  been  made,  which 
left  my  section  short  eighty  mules.  I  would  respectfully  state  that 
an  equitable  division  of  the  pontoon  train  could  not  possibly  leave  ten 
of  my  wagons  without  mules  or  harness,  when  I  had  just  placed  the 
whole  section  in  an  efficient  condition.  The  mules  were  sent  to  the 
bridge  at  once,  and  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  bridge  directed  that  as 
soon  as  the  tattle  of  the  army  had  crossed  he  Avould  take  up  the  bridge 
and  move  forward  to  the  command.  This  morning  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps  section  was  taken  np,  and  my  section  used  to  cross  General  John 
E.  Smith’s  division.  My  bridge  train  is  still  at  the  river,  together  with 
a  regiment  of  this  corps  as  guard,  and  will  probably  not  be  up  to  the 
command  before  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — I  make  this  statement  because  I  Avas  informed  this  morning 
by  one  of  General  Howard’s  staff  that  my  bridge  was  taken  up  before 
the  cattle  crossed. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Irivinls  Cross-Roads^  Ga.^  November  27^  1864. 

Kespectfully  referred  to  Oapt.  C.  B.  Keese,  chief  engineer,  for  inves¬ 
tigation  and  report. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGABT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
Irtvirds  Cross-Boadsy  Ga.,  November  27^  1864. 

Kespectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  William  Tweeddale,  Avho  will 
report,  showing  with  as  much  detail  as  possible,  how  the  diAUsion  of  the 
transportation,  including  Avagons,  mules,  and  harness,  has  been  made. 

C.  B.  KEESE, 

Capt.  of  Engineers^  Chief  Engineer  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn. 


[Third  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Kegiment  Engineers,  Missouri  Yols., 

Clifton  Crossing.^  Ga.,  Deeember  3,  1864. 

Kespectfully  returned  with  the  folloAving  report: 

Tlie  pontoon  train  pre\ious  to  its  division  at  Gordon  consisted  of  J30 
mules  and  harness,  28  boat  Avagons,  12  chess  wagons,  2  tool  Avagons,  1 
battery  Avagon,  1  abutment  Avagon,  1  forge  Avagon,  10  army  Avagons — 
total,  55 — of  which  there  Avere  turned  oA^er  at  Gordon  to  form  tlie  first 
section,  14  road  Avagons,  ()  cliess  Avagons,  1  tool  Avagon,  40  mules  and 
harness.  At  the  Oconee  Kiver  there  Avere  turned  over  to  Lieutenant 
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Lyle,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  by  Lieutenant  Morton,  80  mules 
and  harness  complete;  making  in  first  section,  126  mules  and  harness, 
21  wagons  and  saddles;  in  second  section,  204  mules  and  harness,  24 
pontoon  wagons  and  saddles,  10  army  wagons. 

W.  TWEEDDALE, 

Lieut.  Col.j  Comdg.  First  Regt.  Engineers^  Missouri  Volunteers. 


[Fourth  indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

JVear  Mill  Ray,  Ga.,  December  5,  1861. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant- general  Department  of  the 
Tennessee. 


0.  B.  REESE, 

Capt.  of  Engineers,  Chief  Engineer  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn. 


[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Wrighfs  Bridge,  Ga.,  December  6,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  and  attention  invited  to  indorsements. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  291.  )  Irwin\s  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  Novemher  27,  1864. 

I.  The  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow  are: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  out  on  the  Louisville  road  at  6  a.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  be 
prepared  to  move  at  7  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third' Division,  will  move 
at  6  a.  m.,  on  the  Sandersville  road,  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  then  turning 
to  the  right  will  move  on  a  road  parallel  to  the  one  taken  by  the  First 
and  Fourth  Divisions. 

4.  The  trains  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  and  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

5.  The  pontoon  train  and  its  guard,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rusk  com¬ 
manding,  will  move  in  advance  of  tlie  Fourth  Division. 

6.  These  headquarters  will  move  as  heridofore. 

**#**## 

in.  The  following  assignment  of  the  artillery  of  this  corps  is  hereby 
made,  and  the  battery  commanders  will  forthwith  report  accordingly: 
(.'ompany  C,  [First]  Michigan  Artillery,  to  the  First  Division ;  Fifteentli 
Ohio  Battery,  to  the  Third  Division;  First  Minnessota  Battery,  to  the 
Fourth  Division.  Division  commanders  will  have  perfect  military 
control  of  the  battery  assigned  to  them. 

The  subsistence  and  ordnance  stores  and  train  of  the  artillery  will  be 
divided  among  the  divisions.  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Joel,  chief  (piarter- 
master,  will  apportion  the  subsistence  train,  and  Lieut.  S.  J.  fSmitli, 
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acting  ordnance  officer,  the  ordnance  train.  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse, 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  will  relieve  all  details  for  guard  duty 
serving  with  him,  and  order  them  to  report  to  their  respective  com¬ 
manders. 

*#*##** 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Irwin’s  Cross-Roads,  Ga,,  November  27,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you. 
that  you  may  make  as  long  a  march  to-morrow  as  you  can  with  comfort 
to  your  command,  moving  parallel  to  the  route  of  the  other  divisions 
and  keeping  within  communicating  distance  of  the  general.  You  may 
go  into  camp  at  such  time  as  will  enable  your  whole  command  to  be  in 
at  a  reasonable  hour  in  the  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Biv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864. 
The  troops  of  this  division  will  move  to-morrow  morning  promptly 
at  7  o’clock.  The  Third  Brigade  will  have  the  advance;  the  artillery 
and  trains  in  regular  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

CHAS.  H.  BRUSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

>  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  202.  )  Sandersville,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864. 

I.  Surg.  W.  C.  Baniels,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  surgeon  Second 
Bivision,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with 
that  division,  and  will  at  once  report  for  duty  at  these  headquarters  as 
medical  director  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

*  *  ★  *  *  *  # 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Ma|.  Gen.  J.  C.  Bavis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Davisborough,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  Commanding  Twentieth  Cori)s: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  wagon 
train  at  6  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  in  charge  of  one  division,  on  tlie 
direct  road  to  Louisville.  Tlie  two  other  divisions  will  continue  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad.  The  ties  must  all  be  taken  up  and  placed 
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in  piles  in  the  center  of  the  road,  the  rails  placed  thereon,  and  the  whole 
burned,  after  which  the  rails  will  be  twisted.  Each  brigade  will  be 
assigned  two  miles  of  the  road,  which  it  is  expected  they  will  thoroughly 
destroy.  Two  companies  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  accom¬ 
pany  each  brigade,  to  twist  the  rails.  As  soon  as  each  brigade  has 
accomplished  its  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  engineer  officer,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  orders  on  that  subject,  it  will  move  along  the  road 
to  Spiers  Station,  or  near  there.  The  next  day  these  same  divisions 
will  continue  the  destruction  of  the  road  up  to  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  and 
then  join  the  main  command  on  the  road  to  Louisville  (east  of  the 
river),  near  Old  Town,  on  Spring  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  0.  RODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Davishoroughj  Ga.^  November  27 ^  1864. 

The  entire  wagon  train  of  this  corps  and  all  of  the  artillery  and 
cavalry  will  break  camp  to-morrow  morning  and  march  on  the  dirt 
road  to  Louisville.  The  Third  Division  will  accompany  the  trains  as 
escort,  General  Ward  taking  charge  of  the  column,  and  will  start  it  at 
6  a.  m. 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions,  with  the  Michigan  Engineers  and 
the  pioneer  battalion,  will  continue  the  destruction  of  the  railroad. 
General  Geary  will  thoroughly  destroy  the  track  from  where  he  left  off 
to-day  to  this  point,  commencing  work  at  daylight.  The  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  commencing  at  the  same  time,  will  begin  at  the  railroad  station 
and  destroy  the  track  eastward.  The  bridge  will  not  be  destroyed 
until  all  of  the  troops  have  passed  there.  It  is  expected  that  these  two 
divisions  will  reach  Spiers  Station  to-morrow  night.  Division  com¬ 
manders  will  assign  the  work  to  their  different  brigades.  It  is  expected 
that  each  brigade  will  thoroughly  destroy  two  miles  of  road  per  day.  The 
iron  must  be  thoroughly  destroyed  by  heating  and  twisting. 

Ma-jor  Yates,  commanding  First  Michigan  Engineers,  will  direct  half 
of  his  regiment  to  accomiiany  and  work  with  the  First  Division,  and 
the  other  half  with  the  Second  Division — tAvo  companies  to  work  with 
each  brigade  of  infantry. 

The  route  to  be  traversed  by  these  two  divisions  being  entirely  im¬ 
practicable  for  wagons  all  vehicles  must  accompany  the  train,  Avhich 
w^e  will  i)robably  reach  the  second  night  out.  All  tools,  baggage,  pro¬ 
visions,  &c.,  must  be  carried  on  pack-animals,  and  but  as  few  of  these 
as  ])ossible  should  be  taken. 

General  Geary,  after  destroying  the  track  up  to  this  point,  Avill  pass 
the  First  Division  and  commence  work  beyond  them. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

EOBT.  V.  DECHEEJ, 

Captam  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

JJavisboroughy  Ga.,  November  27^  1864. 
The  entire  wagon  train  of  this  division  will  break  camp  to-morroAv  at 
G  a.  m.  and  march  toward  Louisville.  The  Third  Division  Avill  accom¬ 
pany  and  guard  the  train  of  the  whole  corps.  This  division  will  com- 
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meiice  at  daylight  to  tear  up  the  railroad.  The  First  Brigade  will 
commence  at  the  station,  and  work  eastward 5  the  Second  Brigade 
will  commence  one  mile  east  of  the  station,  and  the  Third  Brigade 
two  miles  east  of  the  station,  each  working  eastward.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  each  brigade  will  thoroughly  destroy  two  miles  of  the  track 
per  day.  The  rails  must  be  thoroughly  destroyed  by  heating  and 
twisting.  Two  companies  of  the  Michigan  Engineers  will  work  with 
each  brigade.  Brigade  commanders  will  throw  out  sufficient  guard  to 
l)rotect  themselves  while  working.  No  vehicles  can  be  taken  with  the 
division,  the  road  being  entirely  impracticable  for  wagons.  All  tools, 
baggage,  and  provisions  must  be  carried  on  pack-animals,  and  as  few 
of  these  as  ])ossible  should  be  allowed. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson; 

GEO.  BOBINSON, 

First  Lieuteyiant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Flag  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor^  November  27^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  tSouth.,  Headquarters  Hilton  Head : 
Sir:  The  horses  you  are  so  good  as  to  offer  will  be  very  acceptable* 
The  trouble  will  be  for  forage,  unless  an  order  is  given  to  that  effect 
from  the  army  supplies.  I  would  also  ask  for  drivers  or  teamsters, 
having  no  persons  aboard  familiar  with  the  care  of  horses.  When  the 
seamen  are  landed  with  the  howitzers  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  ves¬ 
sels  to  ration  them.  Can  an  order  be  given  to  your  commissariat  for 
rations  while  ashore? 

I  am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAIILGKEN, 

Rear-Admiral^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  S.  C.,  November  27,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  Saxton,  Commanding  District  of  Beaufort : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  [New  York]  Regiment  entire, 
one  section  of  artillery,  and  all  of  the  Twenty- sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  that  can  be  spared,  prepared  to  march  at  an  hour’s  notice. 
The  men  will  be  provided  with  live  days’  cooked  rations.  The  rations 
of  coffee,  sugar,  and  salt  must  be  put  up  in  separate  bags,  wliich  will 
have  to  be  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  carried  so  as  not  to  be  dis¬ 
solved  nor  mixed  with  other  provisions.  Each  man  will  carry  an  over¬ 
coat,  rubber  blanket,  and  one  extra  pair  of  socks.  All  the  men  must 
wear  shoes.  One  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  i)er  man  will  be 
brought  in  boxes,  of  which  twenty  extra  rounds  ])er  man  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  previous  to  landing.  You  will  embark  the  troops  on  board 
the  steamers  John  Adams  and  Philadelphia.  After  the  above-mentioned 
troops  are  embarked,  transportation  will  be  sent  for  one-half  of  the 
One  hundred  and  second  IJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Avhieh  will  be  in  readi¬ 
ness,  the  men  being  equii)i)ed  as  directed  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 

A  ss  ista  nt  A  dj  u  ta  n  t-  Genera  I, 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

V  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  239.  )  Morris  Islarid,  8.  (7.,  November  27^  1864. 

I.  Oapt.  A.  W.  Colwell,  TLircl  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  is  hereby 
detailed  as  chief  of  artillery  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Oapt.  J. 
Lanahaii. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut. ^  55th  Massaelm setts  Vols.j  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Cross-Roads.^  Opposite  >8talion  17,  Ga.,  November  28y  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  of  my  command,  with 
the  exception  of  one  brigade  of  General  Corsets  division  (which  is  at 
Wrightsville,  having  gotten  off  the  road  and  mistaken  that  idace  for 
Johnson),  at  or  near  this  point.  General  Woods’  division  is  at  the 
intersection  of  the  roads  shown  on  the  map  as  Johnson,  while  the  other 
divisions  are  camped  along  the  road  on  which  they  marched.  The 
brigade  of  General  Corse’s  division  at  Wrightsville  will  be  brought  up, 
and  the  corps  will  move  toward  No.  9  to-morrow.  The  roads  traveled 
by  the  Fifteenth  Corps  to-day  were  tolerably  good,  with  a  few  bad 
])laces.  Information  is  received  from  prisoners  taken  to-day  to  the 
effect  that  Early’s  corps  has  been,  or  is  to  be,  moved  to  Millen,  and  that 
corps,  with  Wheeler’s  cavalry  and  the  militia,  will  give  us  a  fight  at 
that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

—  Major  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cross-Roads.)  Opposite  Station  77,  Ga.^  November  28^  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  J.  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Your  order  already  given  covers  everything.  Please  so  regnlato 
your  marches  as  to  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Ogeechee  near  Station  9, 
l)epartment  and  army  cattle  will  follow  your  column.  Department 
headquarters  will  follow  your  leading  division  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

(Co])y  to  Colonel  Remick.) 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  185.  )  In  the  Field)  Ga.y  November  28^  1864. 

I.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  of  the  corps  to¬ 
morrow  :  The  brigades  of  the  Fourth  Division  encamped  near  this  place 
will  march  at  5  a.  m.,  following  the  road  taken  by  the  First  Division, 
Brigadier-General  Woods  commanding.  They  must  clear  the  ctoss- 
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roads  by  8  a.  m.  The  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  ^com¬ 
manding,  will  march,  accompanied  by  the  pontoon  train  and  train  of 
these  headquarters,  at  7  a.  m,,  on  the  Savannah  or  any  other  road,  to  a 
point  south  of  Sebastopol  (railroad  depot  No.  10),  avoiding  all  roads 
occupied  by  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  The  Second  Division,  Brigadier- 
General  Hazen  commanding,  will  leave  its  present  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.,  fol¬ 
lowing  Third  Division.  The  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods 
commanding,  will  move  as  already  instructed.  Division  commanders 
will  cause  their  pioneer  corps  to  repair  thoroughly  and  substantially 
all  bad  places  in  the  roads  traveled,  and  whenever  practicable,  will 
leave  a  pioneer  detail,  under  an  efficient  officer,  at  all  such  places  until 
their  respective  trains  have  passed.  Whenever  possible,  the  column 
will  be  doubled. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 

^  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  240.  ]  Savannah  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  November  28,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  29th  instant,  in 
the  following  order:  First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  as  advance 
guard,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon-  second,  pioneer 
corps,  tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  (baggage)  j  third. 
Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  followed  by  wagons  belonging  to 
the  battery  j  fourth,  three  regiments  First  Brigade,  each  followed  by 
one  ambulance  and  one  wagon;  fifth,  ammunition  train;  sixth.  Fif¬ 
teenth  Army  Coiqis  headquarters  train;  seventh,  division  headquarters 
train;  eighth.  First  Brigade  train ;  ninth.  Second  Brigade  train ;  tenth, 
quartermaster’s  train;  eleventh,  commissary  of  subsistence  train; 
twelfth,  ambulance  corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments 
and  detachments ;  thirteenth,  iiontoon  train ;  fourteenth,  one  regiment 
First  Brigade  and  two  regiments  of  Second  Brigade,  well  deployed, 
upon  the  right  flank  of  the  division  trains;  fifteenth,  two  regiments 
Second  Brigade,  rear  guard.  The  regimental  wagons  of  the  flanking 
and  rear  guard  regiments  will  be  placed  in  advance  of  the  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  PTrst  Alabama  Cavalry, 

November  28,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  headquarters  of  the 
Twentieth  Corps  is  to-night  at  Station  N0..II,  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  my  camp,  and  that  the  Fifteenth  Corps  is  camped  about  the  same 
distance  on  my  right.  One  of  my  flanking  companies  to-night  found 
about  10,000  bushels  of  corn,  cribbed  and  partly  shelled,  about  a  mile 
in  front  of  your  headcpiarters  and  a  mile  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I 
also  have  the  honor,  general,  to  send  you  herewith  Savannah  papers 
of  the  23d  and  24th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  SPENCER, 

Co lonel.  Com  m  a n d iny. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

J^eiv  Hope  Ghurchj  Ga.,  November  ^8,  1864. 
Kespectfiilly  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  general-in-chief. 

I  would  forward  the  newspapers  but  for  the  fact  that  I  am  aware  of 
the  generaPs  having  seen  them. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  292.  j  Neiv  Hope  Churchy  Ga.^  November  28,  1864. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow : 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward,  on  the  road  marched  on  to-day, 
at  G  a.  m. 

2.  Brig. Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
at  G.30  a.  m.,  following  the  Fourth  Division. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  move  at  8  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 

4.  The  pontoon  train  and  its  guard,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rusk  com¬ 
manding,  will  move  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division. 

5.  The  trains  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  and  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

G.  The  train  of  the  headcpiarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
and  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  advance  brigade  of  the  Fourth 
Division. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  : 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Asmstant  Aclpitan  t-  General. 


Special  1  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  IGO.  )  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  November  28,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  G.30  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  R.  K.  Scott  commanding,  will  have  the  advance.  Artil¬ 
lery  and  trains  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett : 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
AsHutan t  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  1  Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

>  In  the  Field,  near  Irwhds  Cross-Roads, 

No.  2G.  )  November  28,  1864. 

Hereafter,  until  further  orders,  unless  otherwise  specially  directed, 
the  iollowing  will  be  the  order  of  march  for  the  troops  and  trains  of 
this  division:  First,  pioneer  corps;  second,  one  brigade,  except  its 
last  regiment;  third.  First  Minnesota  Light  Artillery;  fourth,  last  regi¬ 
ment  of  advance  brigade;  Fifth,  teams  of  advance  brigade;  sixth, 
Fourth  Division  headquarters  train  and  teams  of  pioneer  corps; 
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seveiitli,  orduance  train;  eiglitli,  the  remaining  brigade,  except  its  last 
regiment;  ninth,  teams  of  the  rear  brigade;  tenth,  remaining  regiment 
of  rear  brigade,  as  rearguard  to  the  train;  its  commanding  officers 
Avill  in  all  cases  assist  the  ti'ain  over  all  bad  places.  The  ambulance 
and  one  team  to  eac.h  regiment  will  follow  their  respective  regiments 
as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CHAS.  H.  BRUSH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


November  28,  1864. 

General  Geary,  , 

Commanding,  dtc. : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that,  as  soon  as  you 
have  completed  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  to  Davisborough,  you 
march  your  division  to  Spiers  Station,  camping  there  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

\Vas1iingto7i,  I).  G.,  Novemher  28,  1864. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Stewart  Van  Yliet, 

Quartermaster^  New  York: 

General:  You  will  send  to  Hilton  Head  150  barrels  of  salt  for  use 
of  the  animals  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  unless  you  have  good  rea¬ 
sons  to  know  that  there  is  already  a  sufficient  supx)ly  at  that  depot. 
General  Sherman  appears  to  be  heading  for  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
orders  have  been  given  to  send  more  snpx)lies  to  Hilton  Head.  I  direct 
Col.  S.  L.  Brown  to-day  to  commence  shix)ping,  in  light-draught  vessels, 
to  Hilton  Head  30,000  rations  of  grain  and  the  same  of  hay  daily  until 
further  orders,  or  until  the  receipt  of  certain  intelligence  of  the  x)oint 
which  will  be  made  his  new  base  of  oj^erations.  The  stores  sent  to  Pen¬ 
sacola  will  not  be  withdrawn  until  such  information  is  received.  1 
inclose  an  unsealed  letter  to  General  Foster,  commanding  Department 
of  the  South,  and  also  one  for  Maj.  C.  W.  Thomas,  chief  quartermaster 
of  that  department,  which,  after  reading,  you  will  forward  to  their 
destination  by  first  steamer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- Genera /,  Brevet  Major- General. 


[luclosure  Xo.  1.] 

Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City,  November  28,  1864. 

Major-Geiieral  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head  : 

(Through  General  Van  Vliet,  (Quartermaster’s  Department,  New  York.) 

General:  Sn])plies  of  clothing  and  of  quartermaster’s  stores  of 
Ibrage,  grain,  and  hay  have  been  shipped  to  Hilton  Head  and^also  to 
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Pensacola  to  meet  General  Sherman,  as,  according-  to  the  best  informa¬ 
tion  received,  he  appears  now  to  have  crossed  the  Oconee  and  to  be 
lieading-  toward  the  Atlantic  coast.  Orders  are  to-day  issued  to  the 
forage  officer  in  New  York  to  ship  daily  until  further  orders,  or  definite 
information  shows  a  change  to  be  necessary,  30,000  rations  of  grain  and 
the  same  of  hay.  All  this  is  ordered  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  De¬ 
partment  of  the  South,  Maj.  O.  W.  Thomas,  who  is  instructed  to  take 
chaige  of  it,  and,  subject  to  your  instructions,  forward  it  to  such  point 
on  the  coast  as  may  ultimately  prove  most  convenient  for  General  Sher¬ 
man.  The  supplies  at  Pensacola  are  intended  for  him  5  and  if  he  should 
arrive  at  any  point  within  your  department  and  ojie-n  communication 
with  you,  he  should  be  informed  that  they  are  at;  that  place,  and  that 
such  orders  as  he  may  send  there  will  be  obeyed.  Captain  Whitte- 
more,  assistant  quartermaster,  has  gone  to  Pensacola  in  charge  of  the 
supplies  sent  to  that  place.  Among  the  first  shipments,  which  were 
equally  divided  between  Pensacola  and  Hilton  Head,  were  clothing  to 
refit  30,000  men  and  a  supply  of  harness,  wagons,  ambulances,  ijortable 
barges,  &c.  The  Subsistence  and  Ordnance  Departments  will  doubt¬ 
less  inform  you  of  the  supiDlies  which  they  have  sent  forward.  I  have 
ordered  to-day  some  salt  sent  to  Hilton  Head  for  the  horses  and  mules, 
which,  after  a  long  interior  march,  will  feel  the  want  of  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster -General^  Brevet  Major-General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washinytonj  D.  0.,  November  J28y  1864. 

Maj.  C.  W.  Thomas, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head: 

(Through  General  Yan  Vliet,  Quartermaster’s  Department,  New  York.) 

Major:  Supxdies  of  clothing,  forage,  subsistence,  ammunition,  and 
(piartermaster’s  stores  have  been  shix)ped  to  Hilton  Head,  as  a  rendez¬ 
vous,  to  wait  the  movements  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  for  some  weeks 
])ast.  To-day  orders  for  daily  shipment  of  30,000  rations  each  of  hay 
and  grain  have  gone  forward.  1  have  also  ordered  150  barrels  of  salt 
for  the  animals  to  be  shipxied  to  you.  You  will  take  charge  of  all  these 
stores,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  for  transjiortation  to  whatever  xioint 
General  Sherman  may  make  his  base.  You  will  take  the  instructions 
of  General  Foster  on  this  subject.  I  have  written  to  him  fully  this 
day.  Sux)x>lies  of  clothing,  forage,  and  quartermaster’s  stores  have 
gone  to  Pensacola.  The  quantity  heretofore  shix)x>ed  to  each  xiost — Port 
lioyal  and  Pensacola — was  estimated  to  be  sufficient  for  the  immediate 
wants  of  an  army  15,000  strong  at  each  place.  Should  General  Sher¬ 
man  establish  his  base  on  the  Atlantic  within  the  Dexiartment  of  the 
South,  the  fact  that  suxiplies  are  at  Pensacola  waiting  his  orders  should 
be  made  known  to  him,  and,  if  he  directs,  a  fast-sailing  steamer  should 
go  to  Pensacola  to  order  them  to  such  x)ost  as  he  may  designate.  Ca])- 
tain  Whittemore,  assistant  (luartermaster,  has  sailed  for  Pensacola,  and 
will  remain  there  in  charge  of  the  supx)lies  sxiecially  intended  for  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  until  he  receives  othei-  orders. 

I  am,  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Major- General, 
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Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General^s  Office, 

^Yasll^ngton  City^November  28.  1864. 

Col.  S.  L.  Brown, 

Forage  Division^  No.  66  Cedar  Street,  Netv  York: 

Colonel  :  General  Sherman  apx)ears  to  be  heading’  toward  the  Atlan¬ 
tic.  If  he  strikes  that  coast,  Hilton  Head  will  be  the  rendezvous  for 
all  supply  vessels  until  he  establishes  his  base  of  operations.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  former  orders,  you  will  ship  daily  until  further  orders,  or  until 
definite  information  of  General  Sherman’s  route  makes  a  change  evi¬ 
dently  necessary,  30,000  rations  of  grain  and  30,000  rations  of  hay 
(30,000  each)  for  the  use  of  his  army.  These  should  be  shipped  in  as 
light-draught  vessels  as  possible,  and  ordered  to  the  chief  quartermas¬ 
ter  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  who  will  direct  their  future  move¬ 
ments  upon  such  official  information  as  he  may  receive. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  November  28,  1864. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

Admiral  :  I  have  j  ust  received  your  favor  of  the  27  th  instant.  Horses 
will  be  supxilied  for  the  naval  howitzers  from  the  quartermaster’s 
department,  with  a  iiroper  amount  of  forage.  Teamsters  will  also  be 
furnished  by  the  quartermaster  of  the  deiiartmeut.  The  chief  commis¬ 
sary  will  issue  rations  to  the  detachment  from  the  navy  while  they  are 
on  shore,  and,  if  necessary,  receipts  can  be  passed  at  some  future  time. 
V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Com m  andi n g. 


General  Slocum’s  Headquarters, 

_ Near  Louisville,  Ga.,  November  26,  1864. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Bivision  of  the  3iississippi  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  General  Kil¬ 
patrick  with  his  command  on  Big  Creek,  three  miles  from  Louisville, 
at  10  a.  m.  to-day.  The  iiarticulars  of  the  exxiedition  1  will  give  you 
more  fully  in  person  some  time  to-morrow. 

We  burned  the  bridge,  about  120  feet  long,  over  Brier  Creek,  four 
miles  north  of  Waynesborough,  during  Saturday  night.  Captured  at 
Waynesborough  a  train  of  8  box  and  3  idatform  cars  and  a  locomotive, 
all  of  which  were  burned,  the  cargo,  hogs  for  Augusta,  turned  loose. 

We  encanqied  Sunday  night  on  the  railroad,  toward  Milieu,  building 
fires  for  nearly  two  miles.  The  prisoners  had  been  moved  to  a  imint 
100  miles  south  of  Savannah,  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  so  rexiorted  by  one 
of  our  esca])ed  xirisoners  who  joined  us.  Augusta  iiaxiers  of  25th  report 
Bragg  at  that  place  (people  say  Longstreet  also)  and  Hardee  at  Mil¬ 
ieu.  Wheeler  met  us  at  Sylvan  Grove  at  11  p.  m.  on  Saturday,  and 
kept  up  a  most  iiersistent  attack  from  that  time  until  last  evening, 
when  we  handsomely  reimlsed  his  charge.  We  lost  yesterday  over  100. 
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The  enemy  having  no  artillery,  and  charging  our  barricades  mounted, 
and  being  repulsed  with  artillery  and  Spencer  rifles,  could  not  have 
gone  unhurt.  The  Augusta  papers  say  you,  not  being  able  to  whip 
Hood,  were  compelled  to  retreat  in  this  way.  Our  route  was  across 
Long  Bridge,  Factory  Gibson,  Sylvan  Grove,  Woodburn,  Waynes- 
borough,  back  across  Eocky  Creek,  Eocky  Creek  Church,  Buck  Head 
Creek,  and  Louisville.  Country  generally  very  open;  forage  in  abund¬ 
ance. 

Yery  respectfully, 

JOS.  C.  AUDEYEIEH, 
Captain^  JJ.  S.  Army,  and  Aide  de-Camp. 


Hdqbs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cross-  Roads,  opposite  Station  10,  November  29,  1864, 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  in  camp  to-night, 
as  follows,  viz :  The  Seventeenth  Corps  on  Eocky  Creek,  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  the  river ;  the  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps,  at  Summerville, 
where  the  road  from  95  intersects  the  Savannah  road;  my  headquarters 
are  at  cross-roads,  opposite  Station  10,  some  five  miles  west  of  General 
Woods;  the  remainder  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  is  at  Sutherland’s  Mill, 
on  Battle  Creek,  on  Savannah  road.  I  inclose  ('opy  of  order  for  the 
movement  to-morrow.  I  have  directed  General  Blair  to  cross  the  river 
either  at  Station  No.  10  or  95,  as  may  be  most  practicable,  and,  unless 
orders  are  received  to  the  contrary,  to  concentrate  with  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  near  Herndon  (or  Station  9),  not  knowing  but  that  you  may  have 
other  directions. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOW  AED, 

Maior- General. 


[Tnelo.sure.l 

Special  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Field  Orders,  >  Cross-Roads,  opposite  Station  10,  Ga., 

No.  180.  )  *  November  29,  1864. 

1.  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
cross  his  command  over  the  Ogeechee  at  Station  No.  10  or  Station  No. 
95,  as  may  be  most  practicable,  and,  after  crossing,  will,  unless  other¬ 
wise  directed,  concentrate  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps  near  Herndon. 

2.  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will 
concentrate  his  command  at  Station  No.  9  (as  indicated  on  the  map)  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

The  train  proper  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  General 
Woods’  division  (First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps),  and  the  suj)- 
ply  train  of  same,  in  charge  of  Colomd  Conklin,  chief  (luartermaster, 
will  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  supply  train  of  General  John  E. 
Smith’s  division  (Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Coiqis). 

The  herds  of  cattle  will  continue  to  move  with  the  Fiftcumth  Cor[)s. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  A  djutan t-  ( ieneral. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldy  Novemher  ^9,  1864, 

Maj.  Gen,  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wmg^  Army  of  Georgia : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  this  evening,  and  to  say  that  your  order  of 
^movement  for  to  morrow  is  all  right,  except  that  he  does  not  wish  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  to  cross  the  Ogeechee  until  he  learns  positively  where 
the  enemy  propose  to  resist  us.  We  find  her  that  a  brigade  of  the 
Twentieth  Corps  is  in  possession  of  the  Ogeechee  railroad  bridge,  hav¬ 
ing  broken  the  railroad  all  the  way  up  from  Station  15.  He  has  also 
learned  tliat  Kilpatrick  was  engaged  in  fighting  the  enemy  yesterday 
north  and  east  of  Louisville,  and  rumors  of  intention  to  offer  us  battle 
about  Milieu  reach  us.  To-morrow  the  Seventeenth  Corps  will  cross 
at  95;  and  as  soon  as  the  commanding  general  can  learn  definitely  the 
state  of  affairs  north  and  east  of  the  Ogeechee,  he  will  give  more  defi¬ 
nite  orders  concerning  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  In  the  meantime,  he 
wishes  that  corps  to  be  kept  well  in  hand,  ready  to  move  rapidly  to  turn 
the  position  at  Milieu  by  crossing  at  Paramore’s  Hill. 

Should  you  fail  to  receive  orders,  always  move  toward  Savannah, 
keeping  abreast  or  ahead  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  crossing  the  Ogee¬ 
chee  only  when  necessary  to  meet  an  enemy.  There  is  a  rumor  of  Long- 
street  and  his  corps  coming  to  Augusta;  but  the  general  thinks  Long- 
street  is  there  in  person  with  fragments  of  troops  collected  from 
Charleston  and  Korth  Carolina,  but  that  the  corps  remains  still  in 
Virginia.  Tiie  probabilities  are  that  the  Seventeenth  Corps  will  move 
substantially  along  the  railroad,  whilst  the  Left  Wing,  with  Kiljiatrick’s 
cavalry,  will  move  about  eight  or  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Millen, 
keeping  up  the  feint  toward  Augusta  as  long  as  we  deem  it  necessary. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Rear  Smmnertotvn,  Ga.,  lyovemher  39,  1864, 

At  8  o’clock  to-morrow  morning  this  division  will  resume  its  march 
in  the  direction  of  Summertown,  as  follows:  First  Brigade;  pioneers; 
Twelfth  Wisconsin  Battery;  headquarters  train  First  Division;  ambu¬ 
lance  train;  ten  wagons  infantry  ammunition;  train  of  the  First,  Second, 
and  Third  Brigades;  supply  train;  ordnance  train ;  Third  Brigade;  the 
Second  Brigade  will  march  by  regiments  on  the  right  fiank  of  the  train, 
covering  the  ambulance  and  ordnance  trains  inclusive.  Two  companies 
of  the  rear  regiment  of  the  Third  Brigade  will  be  sent  forward  at  the 
head  of  column  before  starting,  for  provost  duty.  Colonel  Smith,  com¬ 
manding  First  Brigade,  will  send  forward  his  advance  regiment  at  7 
a.  m.,  sujiplied  with  axes  and  instructed  to  corduroy  the  road,  beginning 
at  the  first  swampy  crossing  in  front  of  the  camp. 

By  order  of  Brig,  Gen.  Charles  B.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WTLSOK, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  — . 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  241.  i  Near  Sutherland’s  MillSj  Ga.,  November  29^  1864. 

This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  30th  instant,  in 
the  following  order:  First,  one  regiment  Second  Brigade,  advance 
guard,  followed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  wagon ;  second,  iiioneer 
corps,  tool  wagons,  one  ambulance,  aiid  one  wagon  (baggage)  j  third. 
Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  followed  by  wagons  belonging  to 
the  battery  5  fourth,  remainder  of  Second  Brigade,  each  regiment  fol¬ 
lowed  by  one  ambulance  and  one  w^agon  j  fifth,  ammunition  train ;  sixth, 
division  headquarters  train j  seventh.  Second  Brigade  train;  eighth. 
First  Brigade  train;  ninth,  quartermaster’s  train;  tenth,  commissary 
of  subsistence  train;  eleventh,  ambulance  corps,  excei)t  ambulances 
assigned  to  regiments  and  detachments;  twelfth,  pontoon  train;  thir¬ 
teenth,  three  regiments  First  Brigade,  well  deployed,  upon  the  right 
flank  of  the  division  trains;  fourteenth,  two  regiments  First  Brigade, 
rear  guard.  The  regimental  wagons  of  the  flanking  and  rear-guard 
regiments  will  be  placed  in  advance  of  the  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  1  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  [  In  the  Fields  near  SlateSs  MillSj  Ga.j 

No.  19.  S  November  29,  1864. 

*#*##** 

II.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  30th  instant,  at  6  a.  m. 
The  Third  Brigade  has  the  advance;  the  Second  Brigade  will  move  in 
the  center,  on  either  side  of  the  trains;  the  First  Brigade  will  bring  up 
the  rear;  the  battery  will  follow  in  rear  of  the  Third  Brigade;  the  pio¬ 
neer  corps  will  move  soon  with  the  advance,  so  as  to  reqiair  roads  and 
bridges  promptly.  The  trains  Avill  move  in  the  following  order:  First, 
division  headquarters  train;  second,  pioneer  corps  train;  third,  the 
Third  Brigade  train;  fourth,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  fifth,  the  First 
Brigade  train;  sixth,  the  ordnance  train;  seventh,  the  sui)ply  train; 
eighth,  the  ambulance  corps  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CABPER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  293.  i  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  November  29,  1864. 

The  orders  for  the  movement  of  this  corps  to-morrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  IM.  1).  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  to  the  Ogeechee  Iliver  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  for¬ 
ward  at  7  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  be  pre- 
l)ared  to  move  at  9  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

4.  The  pontoon  train  and  its  guard,  Ineutenant-Colonel  Busk  com- 
inauding,  will  move  in  advance  of  the  supi)ly  train  of  the  Third  Divis¬ 
ion, 
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5.  The  train  of  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
and  of  these  headquarters  Avill  move  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade  of 
the  Third  Division. 

6.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett  will  send  forward  his  pioneer  coriis  at 
()  a.  ni.,  to  build  foot  bridges  for  the  troops,  placing  them  on  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  road. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fieldy  Ga.^  November  29^  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Ad juta7it- General^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Sir  :  My  division  is  encamped  north  of  a  large  swamp  near  the  house 
of  a  Mr.  Brown,  which  I  am  informed  is  about  one  mile  and  a  half  back 
from  headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

Kesiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWEli, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  161.  )  In  the  Field.,  Ga.,  November  29,  1864. 

1.  This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  First  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have  the  advance.  The  artil¬ 
lery  and  trains  will  move  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 

A ssis  tant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Camp  071  Big  Creeh,  near  Louisville.,  Ga., 

Nove7nber  29,  1864 — 7  p.  77i. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

General-m- Chief : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  one  division  of  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  is  encamped  near  Louisville,  on  the  Augusta  road,  and  one  divis¬ 
ion  on  the  Waynesborough  road;  the  other  division — and  one  division 
of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  in  charge  of  my  entire  trains — is  between 
this  point  and  Louisville.  General  Williams  with  two  divisions  has 
completed  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  to  the  river,  and  I  have  ordered 
him  to  join  me  here  to-morrow,  by  marching  up  the  west  side  of  the 
river  to  Louisville,  as  he  cannot  cross  below.  I  shall  await  further 
orders  at  this  point.  I  shall  build  a  bridge  over  Big  Creek  to-night. 
I  find  all  bridges  destroyed  and  the  crossiugs  swampy  and  difficult. 
General  Kilpatrick  has  returned  to  Louisville.  He  destroyed  portions  of 
the  road  between  Milieu  and  Augusta,  and  had  some  severe  fighting 
with  Wheeler.  Captain  Audenried  is  here,  aud  will  leave  for  your 
headquarters  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- Ge7ieral, 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Big  Creeh,  November  29^  1804. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that 
General  Williams  with  two  divisions  has  been  ordered  up  here,  and  will 
cross  on  the  bridges  we  now  have.  The  approaches  below  are  very  bad. 
He  cannot  possibly  reach  here  until  to-morrow  evening.  The  general 
desires  you  to  send  one  division  (unencumbered  with  wagons)  and  one 
battery  to  Sebastopol,  to  communicate  with  General  Sherman  and 
uncover  the  crossing  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  command  to 
start  at  daylight  to-morrow.  The  general  thinks  Kilpatrick  should 
send  a  brigade  of  cavalry  with  this  division,  and  desires  you  to  coni- 
muuicate  with  him  on  the  subject.  A  i)ontoon  bridge  has  [been]  thrown 
over  Big  Creek,  and  the  other  streams  are  reported  as  fordable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  DODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Louisville^  Ga..,  November  29,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

Inclosed  you  will  find  an  official  copy  of  a  note*  of  this  date  just 
received  from  Major-General  Slocum.  The  general  commanding  directs 
that,  in  accordance  Avith  its  instructions,  you  march  at  daylight  to-mor¬ 
row  with  your  division  upon  Sebastopol,  leaving  your  general  supply 
and  ammunition  trains.  General  Kilpatrick  has  been  requested  to  order 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  report  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Louisville,  Ga.,  Noveynber  29,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  the  brigade 
of  cavalry  will  not  be  sent  to  accompany  you  as  intended;  but  an 
attempt  Avill  probably  be  made  in  the  morning  to  engage  Wheeler  in 
our  front. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Sec  next,  ante. 
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Special  Orders^  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  113.  )  Louisville^  Ga.^  November  29^  1864. 

I.  Surg  Louis  Watson,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  is  hereby  de¬ 
tailed  as  surgeon-in-chief  of  this  division.  He  will  report  to  Surgeon 
Daniels,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  medical  director  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps,  for  orders,  forthwith. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan: 

T.  WISEMAN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Louisville,  Ga.,  November  29,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  brigade,  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  to  the  bridge  over  Deep  Creek,  on  the  Waynesbor- 
ough  road,  to  relieve  and  supiiort  General  Kilpatrick.  They  Avill  have 
instructions  to  repair  the  bridge  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

JAeutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  8taff. 


Headquarters  Tw^entieth  Corps, 

Bethany  Camp- Ground,  five  miles  west  of  Ogeeehee  River, 

November  29,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Kodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General : 

Colonel:  I  have  destroyed  tlie railroad  to  within  three  miles  of  the 
river  and  [am]  still  at  Avork  at  it 5  Avill  have  it  linished  to-night.  All 
of  the  road  and  railroad  bridges  over  the  Ogeeehee  haA  e  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  so  there  is  no  Avay  of  crossing  Avithout  the  pontoons.  1 
will  encamp  these  two  divisions  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  to-night, 
and  await  orders  from  you.  There  is  no  road  up  the  river  Avhich  crosses 
the  railroad  nearer  the  river  than  this  point,  the  intermediate  country 
being  impassable.  My  camps  to-night  will  be  at  the  Ragford  Bridge,  the 
first  one  above  the  railroad.  The  road  forks  at  this  point — one  leading 
to  Old  Town,  and  the  other  to  the  Ragford  Bridge.  The  citizens  report 
Ragfbrd’s  crossing  as  the  best  place  to  lay  the  pontoon  bridge,  the  cross¬ 
ing  on  the  Old  Town  road  being  very  swampy  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
requiring  trestle  approaches. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Command i ng. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

*  071  Big  C7'eeh^  iiear  Louisville,  Ga., 

November  29,  1861 — 6  p.  )n. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Cominanding  Tu'entieth  Corps : 

General:  Jam  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  you  will  have  to  move  your  two  divisions  up  the  AAPst  side  of  the 
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Ogeechee  to  Louisville,  and  join  us  at  this  point.  For  this  purpose,  our 
bridges  over  the  Ogeechee  and  Eocky  Comfort  Creek  will  be  left  stand¬ 
ing  to-morrow,  and  we  shall  await  here  until  you  arrive.  The  general 
desires  you  to  take  an  early  start  and  get  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yery  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  RODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — Please  send  the  inclosed  dispatch*  to  General  Sherman,  who 
must  be  near  you  in  the  direction  of  Sebastopol. 

Yery  respectfully. 


H.  C.  EODGEES. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Spiers  Station^  Ga..,  November  20^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  follow  with 
your  troops  on  the  road  along  the  railroad  towards  the  Ogeechee  Eiver, 
bringing  the  Michigan  Engineers  with  you. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Six  miles  east  of  Station  No.  11,  November  29,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  reached  this  iioint, 
and  am  encamping  my  troops  on  the  east  side  of  a  creek  which  crosses 
the  road.  I  have  marched  twenty-one  miles  to-day,  from  Davisborough, 
and  my  troops  are  much  wearied.  I  learn  that  the  troops  with  you  are 
encamped  two  or  three  miles  ahead.  I  will  move  forward  early  in  the 
morning.  Yesterday  my  two  brigades,  with  the  Michigan  Engineers, 
tlmroughly  destroyed  a  little  more  than  five  miles  of  railroad  west  of 
Davisborough,  to  efiect  which  part  of  my  command  marched  in  all  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  fifteen  miles.  We  returned  to  Davisborough,  and  encamped 
tliere  after  8  p.  m.,  finding  it  out  of  the  (piestion  to  march  to  Spiers 
Station.  During  the  afternoon  my  troops,  in  addition  to  the  work  on 
tlie  railroad,  had  considerable  skirmishing  with  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry, 
])art  of  Fergn son’s  brigade,  which,  moving  down  from  Sander sville  to 
annoy  the  flank  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  attempted  to  cross  the  rail¬ 
road  at  a  point  where  I  had  but  few  men.  The  only  casualties  in  my 
command  were  one  man  slightly  wounded  and  five  or  six  captured. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier-  General.,  Comm  an  d ing. 

^  See  7  p.  m.,  x>*  ^74. 
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'  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps^ 

Near  Ogeechee  Biver^  Ga,,  November  29^  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes 
you  to  start  with  your  command  to-morrow  morning  as  soon  as  possible 
after  daylight.  He  wishes  the  Michigan  Engineers  marched  at  the 
head  of  your  column,  so  as  to  reach  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DEOHEET, 

Cai^ain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Louisville.,  Ga.,  November  29,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

Inclosed  yon  will  find  a  copy  of  a  note  just  received  from  Major- 
General  Slocum.  General  Carlin’s  division  has  been  ordered  out,  in 
accordance  with  it,*  at  daylight  to-morrow.  General  Davis  directs  me 
to  request  you  to  order  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  report  to  General  Carlin 
at  his  headquarters,  about  a  mile  from  town,  on  the  direct  road  to  your 
camp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Opposite  No.  9J,  Ga.,  November  30,  1864. 

Maj.  Henry  Hitchcock, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi: 

Major  :  General  Howard  directs  me  to  say,  for  the  information  of 
the  general-in-chief,  that  Captain  Duncan,  commanding  scouts,  has  just 
returned  to  camp,  and  reports  he  Avas  to-day  Avithin  three  miles  of 
Millen,  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  found  no  enemy.  He  sent  a  ser-  - 
geant  and  three  men  across  the  river  into  Millen,  and  expects  to  hear 
from  them  to-morroAv  morning.  He  captured  a  lieutenant  on  General 
Humes’  staff,  who  says  he  left  General  Wheeler  to-day,  about  six  miles 
north  of  Station  No.  9.  Not  much  information  could  be  got  from  him. 
Says  his  intention  was  to  visit  Southern  Alabama  on  important  pri¬ 
vate  business,  but  lives  in  Northern  Alabama.  Was  told  by  General 
Wheeler  that  he  would  find  no  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river;  that 
they  had  all  crossed.  Speaks  quite  confidently,  and  says  he  presumes 
AA  e  will  not  meet  Avith  any  very  great  opposition  before  reaching  the 
coast,  where  he  says  it  is  supposed  we  are  going,  but  there  they  will 
have  a  large  force  to  oppose  us.  Thinks  their  policy  is  to  evacuate 
Eichmond  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Sherman;  believes  that  Avhen 
they  fight  us  Lee  will  in  person  command  the  army.  The  general 
thinks  he  is  a  bearer  of  dispatches  to  Hood,  but  none  have  yet  been 
found  on  him. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  Rodgers  to  Davis,  p.  575. 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

NTo.  181.  )  Opposite  Station  No.  9J,  Oa.y  November  30.,  1864. 

I.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movements  of  this  army  to-mor¬ 
row:  First,  Major-General  Blair  Avill  move  his  command  toward  Milieu, 
effectually  destroying  the  railroad  en  route  from  Station  9 J  or  95,  com¬ 
municating  frequently  with  the  column  south  of  the  Ogeechee.  Second, 
Major-General  Osterhaus  Avill  move  his  command  at  7  o’clock,  two  col¬ 
umns  of  two  divisions  each — one  column  following  the  Savannah  road 
near  the  river,  reaching  to-morrow  night  a  point  opposite  Station  8 
(intersection  of  Jones’  Ferry  and  Savannah  road),  and  the  other  pur¬ 
suing  any  parallel  route  south,  keeping  as  near  as  possible  to  the  con¬ 
tiguous  column,  and  will  halt  to-morrow  night  as  nearly  due  south  of 
Station  Nlo.  9  as  possible.  To  facilitate  communication  the  heads  of 
the  columns  should  be  on  the  Jones’  [Ferry]  road.  The  train  proper  of 
these  headquarters  will  follow  the  ammunition  train  of  the  leading 
division  of  the  left  column,  and  the  supply  train  will  move  in  advance 
of  the  supply  train  of  the  same  division.  Headquarters  to-morrow 
night  will  be  at  or  near  the' intersection  of  Savannah  and  Jones’  Ferry 
road,  nearly  opposite  and  south  of  Station  i7o.  8. 

II.  The  attention  of  corps  commanders  and  commanders  of  unat¬ 
tached  regiments  and  detachments  is  called  to  the  irregularities  exist¬ 
ing  in  foraging,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  privilege  is  often  abused. 
It  is  noticed  that  many  men  not  belonging  to  proper  foraging  parties 
are  allowed  to  straggle  from  the  ranks  and  forage  for  themselves  with¬ 
out  any  authority  whatever.  It  is  by  such  men  the  greater  part  of  the 
pillaging  is  done  and  depredations  committed,  of  which  there  is  so  much 
complaint.  Officers  in  charge  of  foraging  parties  must  be  continually 
instructed  to  keep  their  men  well  in  hand,  never  allowing  them  to  pre¬ 
cede  the  advance  guard  of  the  column,  and  to  use  more  discretion  in 
taking  from  the  poor,  being  careful  to  leave  them  sufficient  for  their 
immediate  subsistence.  It  is  also  noticed  that  the  number  of  mounted 
men  is  very  largely  increasing,  and  that  the  ranks  are  correspondingly 
diminished.  Means  will  be  at  once  taken  to  check  this  growing  evil. 
The  number  of  mounted  foragers  to  each  brigade  should  be  limited  and 
regulated  in  orders,  which,  if  not  done,  mounted  foragers  will  be  no 
longer  allowed.  We  are  now  nearing  the  enemy,  and  foraging  parties 
should  be  cautioned  against  preceding  the  advance  from  the  column. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  186.  (  Pine  Lodge,  Ga.,  November  30,  1864. 

I.  The  movements  of  the  corps  for  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows: 
The  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods  commanding,  will  leave 
its  present  camp,  accompanied  by  train  of  these  headquarters,  at  7  a.  m., 
being  the  advance  of  the  left  column,  continuing  his  march  on  the 
Savannah  road  to  the  intersection  of  tlie  Jones’  Ferry  road  leading  to 
railroad  station  No.  8,  where  he  will  encamp.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fort,  chief  quartermaster  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  cause  the  pontoon 
train  to  be  brought  forward,  and  will  close  the  same  on  First  Division 
train.  The  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding, 
will  follow  the  route  of  the  First  Division,  with  a  view  to  the  same 
destination. 
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II.  The  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Hazen  commanding, 
having  the  advance  of  the  right  column,  will  leave  his  present  camp  at 
Summerville  at  7  a.  m.,  taking  the  old  Savannah  road  and  marching  on 
it  to  the  intersection  of  the  Jones’  Ferry  road  leading  to  Station  No.  8, 
about  six  miles  southwest  of  the  cross-roads,  to  which  the  left  column 
is  ordered.  The  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding, 
will  follow  the  Second  Division  to  same  destination.  If  the  conforma¬ 
tion  of  the  roads  is  such  as  to  admit  of  two  columns  marching  abreast. 
Generals  Corse  and  Smith  may  take  a  parallel  route  to  the  divisions  in 
advance,  leaving,  however,  the  right  of  the  roads  to  Generals  Woods 
and  Hazen,  respectively. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  242.  (  Summer villey  Ga.,  November  30,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  December  1,  in  the 
following  order :  First,  pioneer  corps  and  tool  wagons  in  advance ;  sec¬ 
ond,  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  followed  by  the  wagons  of 
the  battery;  third,  ambulances  (one  for  each  regiment)  of  First  Bri¬ 
gade  and  pioneer  corps  (one);  fourth,  ammunition  train;  fifth,  divis¬ 
ion  headquarters  train;  sixth.  First  Brigade  train  and  pioneer  corps 
wagons  (baggage) ;  seventh.  Second  Brigade  train ;  eighth,  quartermas¬ 
ter’s  train;  ninth,  commissary  of  subsistence  train;  tenth,  ambulance 
corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  the  regiments  and  detachments ; 
eleventh,  regimental  wagons  Second  Brigade.  The  infantry  will 
march,  the  First  Brigade  in  advance,  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  trains,  except  two  regiments  of  Second  Brigade,  which  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  trains  as  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Wells^  Plantation,  Ga., 

No.  20.  )  November  30,  1864. 

/*  ♦  *  *  *  *  * 

III.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  1st  day  of  December, 
at  fi  a.  m.  The  Second  Brigade  will  have  the  advance,  followed  by  the 
battery;  the  First  Brigade  will  move  in  the  center,  on  either  side  of  the 
trains;  the  Third  Brigade  will  move  in  the  rear.  The  pioneer  corps 
will  leave  camp  at  5.30  a.  m.,  and  repair  the  roads  thoroughly  when¬ 
ever  necessary,  in  advance  of  the  arrival  of  the  column,  if  j)ossible. 
The  trains  will  move  as  follows:  First,  pioneer  corps  train;  second. 
Second  Brigade  train;  third,  First  Brigade  train;  fourth.  Third  Bri¬ 
gade  train;  fifth,  ordnance  train;  sixth,  supply  train;  seventh,  ambu¬ 
lance  cori)S  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CARPER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Chap.  LVI.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


581 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Fo.  294.  )  Station  95,  Qa.,  November  30,  1864. 

The  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow  are  as  follows  : 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
his  infantry  across  the  river  at  as  early  an  hour  as  i)racticable,  and  will 
proceed  to  destroy  the  railroad  for  a  distance  of  four  miles  west  from 
the  depot. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  destroy 
the  railroad  for  a  distance  of  four  miles  east  from  the  depot,  commenc¬ 
ing  at  7  a.  m. 

3.  When  the  work  assigned  is  completed,  the  First  and  Fourth 
Divisions  will  iiroceed  to  camj),  which  will  be  on  the  direct  Milieu  road, 
about  seven  miles  from  Station  95.  The  division  which  first  com¬ 
pletes  its  work  will  take  the  advance. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  take 
charge  of  the  entire  train  and  artillery  of  the  corps,  moving  them  in 
the  same  order  as  to-day,  and  will  move  forward  on  tlie  Milieu  road  at 
8  a.  m. 

5.  The  train  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and  of  these 
headquarters  will  move  in  advance  of  the  train  of  the  corps. 

0.  Brigadier-General  Smith  will  direct  his  rear  guard  to  completely 
destroy  the  bridge  over  the  swamp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
and  the  bridge  across  the  river. 

7.  In  destroying  the  road  every  tie  and  sleeper  must  be  burned  and 
every  rail  heated  and  warped. 

*  *  *  #  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  Station  No.  9J,  November  30,  1864 — 3  %).  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  &c.  : 

Your  dispatch  of  7  p.  m.  29th  instant  just  received,  and  the  general- 
in-chief  directs  that  you  move  your  whole  command  by  all  practicable 
roads  in  the  direction  of  Millen,  keeping  well  to  the  north,  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Bark  Camp,  Birdville,  and  Buck  Head  Church,  making  a 
lodgment  on  the  railroad  north  of  Millen,  destroying  a  section  of  track 
in  the  direction  of  Augusta,  and  turning  on  Millen  in  case  you  hear  the 
sound  of  battle.  We  are  at  Station  9^] — marked  Barton  on  our  map — 
and  wiH  finish  the  railroad  u})  to  Millen.  As  we  are  a  day  ahead  you 
will  have  to  march  pretty  briskly. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


'Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Station  94,  Ga.,  November  30,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  cOc.  ; 

Your  dispatch  of  last  night  has  been  received.  By  direction  of  the 
general-in-chief,  you  will  niov(^  your  entire  command  and  Kilpatrick’s 
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cavalry  by  practicable  roads,  via  Birdvillje,  on  Millen.  Instructions  of 
the  same  character  as  these  have  been  sent  you  by  the  couriers  bring¬ 
ing  your  dispatches,  also  including  the  destruction  of  railroad  toward 
Augusta. 

I  am,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headqttarteks  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Jjoimville,  Ga.j  November  30,  1864. 

Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers, 

Chief  of  Staff.,  Left  Wing  : 

Colonel:  Carlin’s  division  marched  early  this  morning  to  Sebasto¬ 
pol,  as  ordered.  I  gave  General  Carlin  a  copy  of  your  instructions  for 
his  guidance.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  this  command  since  it  left. 
The  enemy’s  cavalry  have  made  repeated  demonstrations  against  my 
pickets  on  different  roads  to-day,  but  have  been  repulsed  in  every 
instance.  Morgan’s  pickets  killed  three  of  the  enemy  in  repulsing  one  of 
their  dashes  this  afternoon.  Our  foragers  are  circumscribed  to  the  limits 
of  the  picket-lines 5  so  the  general  commanding  will  seethe  necessity 
of  our  getting  out  of  this  soon.  An  officer  from  Williams  informs  me 
that  his  troops  are  crossing  about  two  miles  below  this’place. 

The  above  items  sum  up  the  news  of  the  day  from  this  corps. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major- General,  Coinmanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wtng,  Army  of  Georgia, 

November  30,  1864. 

[General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps ;] 

General  :  Your  note  has  been  received.  General  Williams  informs 
me  that  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  crossing  at  Sebastopol  to-day. 
As  yet,  I  have  heard  nothing  from  General  Sherman.  I  hoj)e  to  get 
orders  to  night,  as  we  must  move  to-morrow  on  account  of  lack  of  for¬ 
age.  In  the  absence  of  further  orders  you  will  advance  your  corps  on 
the  Waynesborough  road  from  three  to  five  miles.  The  Twentieth 
Corps  will  advance  about  the  same  distance  on  the  road  to  Birdville. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

n.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Foitrteenth  Army  Corps, 

Louisville,  Ga.,  November  30,  1864 — 12  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  command,  im¬ 
mediately  on  recei])t  of  this  order,  upon  the  road  leading  from  Station 
No.  10  to  Waynesborough;  cross  the  main  road  leading  from  Louisville 
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to  Birdville  (leaving  it  free  for  the  Twentieth  Corps);  take  position 
just  north  of  the  latter  road,  and  there  await  orders  from  General 
Slocum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  <respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McOLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staf. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Louisville^  Oa.^  November  30^  1864, 
Brig.  Gens.  J.  H.  Moroan  and  A.  Baird, 

Comdq.  Second  and  Third  Divisions^  14th  Army  Corps : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  commands  in 
readiness  to  move  at  8  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

November  30^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Twen tieth "  Corps :  _ 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  command 
on  the  road  to  Birdville  at  7  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  EODGEES, 
Assistan t  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Ogeechee  River.  November  30^  1864, 

Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding.^  &c. : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  have  Colonel 
Jones  encamp  his  brigade  on  the  east  side  of  the  river;  at  this  bridge, 
for  the  night,  with  instructions  to  leave  the  bridge  untouched  till  morn¬ 
ing,  then  destroy  it,  and  bring  forward  his  bi'igade  to  join  the  division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

November  30,  1864. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Jones,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
who  will  carry  o\it  the  order.  The  Second  Brigade  will  encami)  not 
far  from  this  bridge. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 

A  eting  A  ssistayit  A  djutant-  General. 


/ 
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Golonel  Jones  will  take  the  right-liaiid  road  at  the  first  fork  of  the 
road  ou  the  east  side  of  tlieriverj  when  lie  inarehes  to  Join  theeoiniiiaud 
in  the  morning. 

liespectfully, 

W.  C.  AEMOE, 
Lieutenmit  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

November  30^  1864. 

Col.  11.  A.  Barnum, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  division  directs  that  the  detach¬ 
ment  from  your  brigade  sent  to  the  bridge,,  destroy  it  as  nearly  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  the  morning,  and  then  rejoin  their  brigade  without  further 
delay.  To  enable  them  to  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  send 
them  axes  to-night.  The  bridge  should  be  destroyed  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  This  change  of  order  results  from  the  coming  in  of  the  Sixtieth 
New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  before  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Jones’ 
brigade,  which  is  now  here.  The  general  directs  that  you  send,  in 
addition  to  the  100  men  already  sent,  one  regiment,  to  reach  the  bridge 
before  daylight,  to  assist  in  destroying  it,  and  then  return  with  the 
detachment  and  overtake  the  main  body,  which  Avill  probably  be  on 
the  march. 

1  am.  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Louisville,  Ga.^  November  30,  1864. 

Maj.  Thomas  Elliott, 

Commanding  Sixtieth  Neiv  Yorh  Veteran  Volunteers : 

Major:  The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  you  take  your  regi¬ 
ment  and  destroy  the  bridge  over  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  that  you  were 
left  to  guard  to-day.  You  will  thoroughly  destroy  the  bridge  by  cut¬ 
ting  and  burning,  and  then  rejoin  the  brigade  as  soon  as  possible, 
without  further  orders. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  MAY, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Cavalry  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Louisville,  Ga.,  November  30,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  Captain  Auden ried  no  doubt  has  reached  you  by  this 
time  and  furnished  you  with  a  detail  of  account  of  my  operations  since 
h*aving  Milledgeville.  I  am  now  encamped  live  miles  from  Louisville, 
oji  tlic  road  to  Milieu.  General  Wheeler,  with  about  0,000  cavalry, 
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including  several  bands  of  from  50  to  200  eacli,  commanded  by 
partisan  leaders,  such  as  Lyllie,  Jewett,  81ie,  and  others  of  lesser 
note.  1  encamp^'d  n])on  t  he  enemy’s  road  between  Augusta  and  Milieu 
during  the  night  of  the  27th,  em])loying  one-third  of  my  entire  force 
in  tearing  up  track,  the  enemy  keei^ing  the  majority  of  my  troops  con¬ 
stantly  on  the  alert  in  repulsing  determined  and  persistent  attacks. 
Learning  positively  that  our  i^risoners  had  been  removed  from  Milieu, 
and  hearing  that  a  considerable  force  had  been  concentrated  at  that 
point  under  General  Hardee,  I  deemed  it  x^i’^^dent  to  return  within 
supporting  distance  of  the  infantry.  1  fell  back  to  this  x^oint  under  the 
most  difficult  circumstances,  but  successfully,  and,  with  slight  loss, 
repulsed  the  rex:>eated  and  reckless  attacks  ux)on  my  rear  and  flanks. 
From  tlie  enemy’s  flrst  attack  at  Sylvan  Grove,  on  the  evening  of  the 
26th,  ux)  to  his  final  attack  and  repulse  near  Buck  Head  Creek,  just 
above  the  mouth  of  Eocky  Creek,  on  the  evening  of  the  28th,  the 
enemy  is  known  to  have  suftered  severely.  From  rex:>orts  of  deserters, 
negroes,  and  x^risoners,  his  loss  could  not  have  been  less  than  COO  killed 
and  wounded.  1  regret,  general,  that  our  prisoners  had  been  removed 
before  I  could  reach  them.  Every  man  of  them  had  been  taken  away 
two  days  before  I  struck  the  railroad.  I  left  Milledgeville  at  6  o’clock  on 
Thursday  evening,  and  reached  the  railroad,  with  my  advance  at  Waynes- 
borough,  at  11  x^.  m.  Saturday  evening,  having  marched  upward  of  ninety 
miles  in  fifty-three  hours,  and  this  in  the  face  of  much  ox)positiou  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  I  x^assed  within  five  miles  of  the  stockade  above  Mil¬ 
ieu  in  Avhich  our  x>i‘isoners  had  been  confined,  and  would  have  rescued 
them,  as  I  promised,  had  they  not  been  removed.  My  ambulances  are  now 
full  of  our  wounded;  wagons,  however,  will  be  emxEied,  so  that  none 
will  be  left  behind.  My  command  is  in  good  condition,  and  as  ready  as 
ever  for  any  enterx)rise.  In  the  absence  of  any  orders  from  your  head¬ 
quarters  I  will  move  upon  the  left  and  in  advance  of  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps. 

Hoxiing,  general,  that  our  efforts  this  far  to  carry  out  your  orders  and 
fulfill  your  expectations  have  won  your  approbation, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Brigadier-  Genera  /,  Com  m  anding. 

P.  S. — T  learn  that  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  which  has  been 
coiHientrated  for  the  last  few  days  at  Augusta,  has  been  ordered  to 
iMillen,  and  that  an  efibrt  will  be  made  at  that  x>oiut  to  check  onr  fur¬ 
ther  advance.  The  Tenth  and  Twentieth  North  Carolina  Eegiments 
reached  Augusta  day  before  yesterday.  Convalescent  soldiers,  soldiers 
home  on  furlough,  the  old  and  young,  all  are  rax)idly  being  concentrated 
at  the  country  towns,  and  from  these  x^oints  are  hurried  to  Augusta 
and  Milieu.  With  all  their  efforts,  however,  I  do  not  think  they  (*an 
(concentrate  a  very  considerable  force;  yet  1  do  not  hesitate  in  saying, 
from  my  own  exi)erience  within  the  last  few  days,  that  every  efibrt  will 
be  made  to  check  our  farther  advance.  The  enemy  will  boldly  and 
recklessly  attack  whenever  the  opi)ortunity  ofiers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J .  E. 

fliiclosure.l 

General  Kilp<atri(ck  wishes  to  know  what  he  shall  do  with  x>risoners. 
I  have  several  ofiic(‘rs  ol‘  rank  that  I  Avisli  to  retain  as  hostages.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  my  men  have  been  kilhcd  after  |being|  taken  prisoners;  others 
have  been  found  with  their  bodies  mutilated,  throats  cut,  &c.  I  wish 
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permission  to  send  communication  to  General  Wheeler,  who  is  now  in 
my  immediate  front,  informing  him  of  these  facts,  that  I  have  prisoners 
of  rank  who  I  intend  to  retain  as  hostages,  and  will  retaliate. 


Steamer  Nemaha,  Port  Royal,,  Nov'emher  30,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  TJ.  8.  A  rmies : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  landed  General  Hatch, 
with  a  small  force,  yesterday  at  Boyd’s  Neck,  opposite  Whale  Island, 
Broad  Eiver,  with  orders  to  push  on  and  destroy  the  railroad  near 
Graham ville.  When  I  left  the  landing,  at  4  p.  m.,  he  was  four  miles  out 
at  the  intersection  of  the  roads.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  ignorance 
and  inefficiency  of  our  pilots,  we  should  have  reached  the  landing  at 
daylight  and  been  enabled  to  destroy  the  road  yesterday.  After  mak¬ 
ing  a  lodgment  at  Gopher  Hill,  General  Hatch  is  ordered  to  destroy 
the  bridge  to  the  southwest,  and  thus  to  march  with  his  whole  force 
and  attack  the  work  guarding  the  Ooosawhatchie  bridge.  Admiral 
Dahlgren  has  contributed  to  our  force  quite  a  regiment  of  sailors  and 
marines,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

]\Lajor- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  Hovemher  30,  1864. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Lepartment : 

General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter 
to  me  of  this  date,  directions  were  again  sent  to  the  pickets  to  look  out 
for  the  escaped  prisoners ;  also,  to  all  boats  on  picket  duty  around  the 
island.  Not  knowing  where  to  communicate  with  the  naval  picket- 
boat  (which  your  letter  informed  me  the  admiral  was  to  send),  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  New  Hampshire  (the  admiral  being  absent),  and  was 
told  by  Captain  Reynolds  that  no  picket-boats  had  been  sent  out  by 
the  admiral.  The  telegraph  cable  to  Fort  Pulaski  was  not  mended ; 
there  was  no  operator  to  establish  a  station  at  the  end  of  the  island, 
and  no  one  of  the  signal  corps  at  Fort  Pulaski  to  receive  a  message  by 
signals.  I  therefore  sent  a  letter  to  Colonel  Brown,  commanding  at 
the  fort,  through  Major  Thomas,  by  the  steamer  Eliza  Ilancox.  Three 
of  the  escaped  rebels  have  been  recaptured  and  brought  in ;  all  efforts 
are  being  made  to  secure  the  others. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  DEAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  November  30,  1864. 

Captain  Pratt, 

Provost-Marshal : 

Captain:  lam  not  satisfied  with  the  i)erformance  of  duty  by  the 
guards  at  the  time  the  six  rebel  officers  escaped.  The  derelict  parties 
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must  be  punished.  If  the  outside  guards  were  not  asleep  or  bribed  it 
would  be  impossible  to  escape.  In  detecting  other  prisoners  in  the 
attempt  to  escape  they  must  be  shot  down  at  once.  Great  efforts  must 
continue  to  be  made  to  rearrest  the  escaped  officers. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.;  8.  (7.,  November  30,  1864. 

Lieutenant  Berryman, 

32d  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  in  charge  of  PicJcets,  ffic.,  8eabrooTc: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  use  every  precaution,  both 
with  the  pickets  on  land  and  with  the  picket-boats,  to  prevent  the 
escaped  rebel  prisoners  from  leaving  the  island.  If  there  are  any  naval 
boats  near  you  notify  them.  Acknowledge  receipt  by  telegraph. 

W.  B.  DEAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  0.,  November  30,  1804. 

Col.  P.  P.  Brown, 

Commanding  at  Fort  PulasM: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  notify  you  that 
some  of  the  rebel  prisoners  of  war  have  escaped  from  the  guard-house 
here,  and  three  of  them  are  still  at  large  and  believed  to  be  on  this 
island.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  use  the  utmost  vigi¬ 
lance  in  regard  to  the  prisoners  under  your  charge. 

W.  B.  DEAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Coast  Division, 

November  30,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

■  Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General  :  The  naval  brigade  yesterday,  while  skirmishing,  took  the 
wrong  road,  going  toward  Coosawhatchie.  The  mistake  was  not  dis¬ 
covered  until  we  overtook  them  last  night.  After  countermarching 
and  going  about  three  miles  from  th5  forks  of  the  road  we  made  a  sim¬ 
ilar  mistake,  getting  off  three  miles  to  the  left  on  the  wrong  road.  We 
countermarched,  and  arrived  between  12  and  1  o’clock  last  night  at  tlie 
l)oint  vjhere  the  last  error  was  made.  Move  again  this  morning  with 
the  whole  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Please  send  both  forage  and  rations  with  the  first  wagons.  The  navy 
are  short  of  rations. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  November  30, 1864. 

Major  Eokert: 

Have  just  received  Savaiiuali  Daily  Morning  News  of  November 
2G.  Came  to  me  through  the  post-office  from  Major  Mulford.  Follow¬ 
ing  is  news: 

SITUATION  AND  PROSPECT. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Augusta  Chronicle  of  the  24th : 

‘^The  grand  prize,  which  was  to  be  obtained  in  case  Augusta  was  captured,  has 
been  removed.  The  powder-works,  arsenal,  armories,  and  machine  shops,  located 
at  this  place,  have  been  completely  dismantled,  and  the  valuable  portion  of  their 
machinery  has  been  removed  to  a  location  of  safety  not  threatened.  The  last  car¬ 
load,  we  understand,  left  to-day.  The  machinery  was  sent  away  merely  as  a  matter, 
of  precaution. 


‘^RE-ENFORCEMENTS  FROM  AN  UNEXPECTED  QUARTER. 

“It  will  be  seen  from  a  dispatch  in  another  column  that  General  Bragg  has  left 
Wilmington  with  re-enforcements  for  this  place.  These,  we  are  told,  number  about 
10,000.  These,  in  addition  to  those  who  started  for  Augusta  from  another  section, 
on  Saturday,  will  make  quite  formidable  array. 


“  Mayor's  Office,  Augusta,  Ga.,  November  23. 

“  To  THE  People  of  Augusta  : 


“  I  have  received  a  telegram  from  General  Bragg  informing  me  that  he  is  on  his  way 
to  Augusta  with  re-enforcements.  Other  re-enforcements  are  expected  within  a  few 
hours.  "  I  exhort  the  people  to  be  calm,  to  resolve  on  the  defense  of  their  homes  and 
their  property,  and  to  rely  upon  their  own  and  the  valor  of  those  who  are  hastening 
to  our  relief.  A  few  days,  perhaps  hours,  may  lind  us  redeemed  from  the  proximity 
of  the  foe. 


The  following  is  the  dispatch  referred  to : 


“  ROBT.  H.  MAY, 

Mayor. 


Wilmington,  November  22. 

“Hon.  R.  H.  May, 

“Mayor  of  Augusta: 

“  I  leave  here  to-day  with  re-enforcements  for  Augusta.  Exhort  your  people  to  be 
confident  and  resolute. 

“  BRAXTON  BRAGG." 

Re-enforcements  are  constantly  arriving  in  our  city.  The  air  resounds  with  the 
shriek  of  the  engine- whistle  day  and  night.  The  soldiers  appear  to  enjoy  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  tight  ahead.  The  gloom  which  overspread  our  city  a  short  time  since  has 
disappeared  entirely.  Everything  wears  a  cheerful  aspect. 

FROM  hood’s  army. 

Intelligence  received  from  a  highly  responsible  source  states  that  Hood’s  army  is 
in  tine  spirits  and  several  thousand  stronger  than  when  they  left  Georgia.  They 
are  in  excellent  condition,  with  abundance  of  supplies,  under  marching  orders,  with 
Nashville  almost  in  sight. 

The  same  paper,  of  22d,  has  the  following: 

“  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  RAILROAD. 

“A  gentleman  who  arrived  last  night  from  Savannah  reports  that  the  bridge  over 
the  Oconee  River,  on  that  road,  was  not  burned  yesterday  morning,  but  was  being 
stoutly  defended  by  General  Wayne.  The  position  held  by  General  Wayne  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  very  strong  one.  Millcdgeville  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Federals,  and  Atlanta 
in  the  jiossession  of  the  Confederates. 
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“from  up  the  GEORGIA  ROAD. 

“We  conversed  with  an  intelligent  gentleman,  who  arrived  last  night  by  the  pas¬ 
senger  train  up  the  Georgia  Railroad.  He  informs  us  that  on  Monday  the  Federals 
left  the  line  of  the  Georgia  road,  going  directly  to  Eatontou.  The  only  Yaukees 
who  came  to  Greensborough  were  a  few  stragglers,  who  were  captured.  The  trains 
ran  up  to  Greensborough  and  Athens  yesterday.  A  portion  of  Major  Graham’s  com¬ 
mand  reached  this  city  last  night.  They  report  that  they  visited  Atlanta  several 
days  since,  and  found  it  completely  evacuated  and  burned.  .They  stated  that  the 
Federals  took  all  the  cattle  and  forage  in  their  route,  but  did  not  molest  those  who 
remained  at  home.  They  captured  2,000  or  3,000  stragglers,  who  will  probably  reach 
here  to-day.  They  also  corroborate  the  statement  of  the  Federals  leaving  the  Geor¬ 
gia  Railroad  and  going  in  the  direction  of  Eatonton.” 

The  Constitutionalist  of  the  25th  contains  the  following : 

“From  the  front— 6.  a.  m. 

“A  large  number  of  refugees  passed  through  from  Putnam  last  night,  bringing 
intelligence  of  the' occupation  of  Eatontou  yesterday  morning  by  the  Yankees.  Sev¬ 
eral  scouts  went  out  to  reconnoiter,  and  were  fired  upon.  Young  Dennis’  horse  re¬ 
turned  without  the  rider ;  supposed  to  be  killed.  As  our  informant  left,  the  advance 
guard  of  twenty-five  raiders  entered  the  town,  and  several  cattle  drivers  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  arrived,  Avho  stated  that  our  scouts  saw  1,500  Yankees  passing  at  10  o’clock 
yesterday  on  the  road  from  Greensborough  to  Eatontou,  x>robably  those  reported 
to  have  been  in  Greensborough  by  the  down  train  yesterday  morning.  If  so,  the 
raiders  have  turned  their  course  from  this  region,  perhaps  for  Milledgeville  or  Macon. 
Heavy  cannonading  was  heard  all  yesterday  afternoon,  in  the  direction  of  Macon, 
believed  to  be  a  battle  between  Sherman  and  our  forces. 

“OnSERVER.” 


THE  SITUATION. 

The  latest  reliable  intelligence  from  the  direction  of  Macon  comes  from  our  scouts 
sent  out  from  Sparta.  These  scouts,  who  came  in  last  evening,  report  that  a  body  of 
from  600  to  1,000  cavalry  had  crossed  the  Oconee,  and  Avere  moving  slowly  and  nerv¬ 
ously  toward  Sparta.  Beyond  some  burning  and  stealing,  this  small  band  of  troopers 
has  no  special  significance.  We  have  reason  to  belieA^e  they  Avill  be  seriously  bush- 
Avliacked,  and,  we  trust,  cut  to  pieces.  One  of  the  most  encouraging  features  of 
this  invasion  is  the  fact,  which  we  have  from  the  most  undoubted  testimony,  that 
hundreds  of  the  enemy  are  straggling  from  their  main  bodies  and  searching  for 
somebody  to  take  them  into  custody.  They  are  sxirawling  all  about  the  country, 
and  those  Avho  are  not  willing  to  surrender  can  be  beautifully  bushwhacked.  Let 
all  the  old  and  young  folks  turn  out  and  give  the  rascals  a  taste  of  Georgia  State 
sovereignty.  This  demoralization  of  our  enemy  is  most  providential  for  us,  and 
ought  to  stiffen  the  backbone  of  the  most  timid  among  us.  Three  hundred  jirisoners 
arriA^ed  last  night  from  uii  the  Georgia  road,  and  400  more  are  to  arrive  to-day.  These 
prisoners  report  that  a  division  of  3,000  of  our  cavalry  has  followed  them  all  the  way, 
dashing  upon  them,  constantly  picking  up  stragglers  and  capturing  wagons.  Haniji- 
ton’s  invincible  caA^alry  Avill  be  with  us  in  a  day  or  so,  and  hang  upon  their  eastern 
flank.  General  Wayne  has  whijiped  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  division  at  the  Oconee 
bridge,  driAung  them  headlong  and  in  confusion.  He  telegraphs  that  he  is  perfectly 
able  to  take  care  of  himself.  Wheeler,  Avith  many  thousand  men,  has  intercexited 
the  enemy  at  a  point  at  present  unmentionable,  and  is  giAung  them  no  rest,  night  or 
day.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy  is  moving  down  the  western  side  of  the  Oconee, 
and  has  shown  no  disposition  thus  far  to  attempt  its  x)assage. 

The  skies  are  brightening.  EA'crything  looks  glorious,  and,  ere  long,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man  Avill  get  a  lashing  tliat  he  little  dreamed  of  Avhen  ho  made  his  “  On  to  the  Gulf.” 
The  gulf  of  i)erditiou  be  u^ion  him. 


Headquarters  Hamfton’s  Cavalra', 

November  24. 


Commanding  Officer, 

Auf/usta : 

Please  insert  this  dispatch  in  all  newspaxiers  in  Augusta: 

“All  men  of  my  coinmand  noAV  in  Georgia  Avill  rendezvous  fortliAvith  at  Augusta, 
and  those  in. South  Carolina  at  Colum))ia,  and  aAvait  orders. 

“WADE  HAMPTON, 

“  M<(jor-Ge)icral.” 


General  Joseph  E.  .Johnston  has  arriAxd  in  Columbia  from  Augusta.  He  intende 
for  the  present  to  make  Columbia  his  home. 
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Savannah,  Saturday  Morning,  26tli. 

We  have  no  reliable  information  from  the  front  to-day  of  any  movements  that  are 
going  on.  We  learn  that  the  opinion  prevails  to  some  extent  in  military  circles  that 
Sherman  intends  yet  to  fall  upon  Macon,  and  not  press  on  toward  the  coast  at  present. 
Our  own  forces  are  gathering  and  going  to  the  proper  place.  We  are  informed  that 
over  3,000  rations  were  issued  in  this  city  this  morning  to  newly  arrived  veteran' 
troops,  and  we  are  also  officially  informed  that  4,000  or  5,000  will  pass  through  here 
in  two  or  three  days. 

GEO.  D.  SHELDON. 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Union  Forces  in  the  Savannah  Campaign,  Maj.  Gen.  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Sherman  commanding,  for  November  SO,  1864. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  pres¬ 

ent. 

Aggregate  pres¬ 

ent  and  absent. 

1 

Pieces  of  field  ' 

artillery.  j 

s 

o 

O 

P 

o 

Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Osterhaus) . 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps  (Blair) . 

Total  Right  Wing  (Howard) . 

Army  of  Georgia: 

(General  headquarters . 

774 

410 

15,  685 
11,911 

18,  942 
13, 905 

29, 110 
23, 916 

18 

14 

1, 190 

27, 596 

32,  847 

53,  020 

32 

6 

607 

676 

6 

16,  346 
16,  634 

6 

27,  658 
29, 126 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Davis) . 

Twentieth  Army  Corps  (Williams) . 

Total  Left  Wing  (Slocum) . 

Cavalry  (Kilpatrick) . 

13,  922 

14,  024 

16 

16 

1.  289 

27, 946 

32,  986 

56,  790 

32 

249 

5,075 

6,  210 

1^229 

4 

Grand  total . 

|2,  728 

60,  617 

72,  043 

120, 045 

68 

[November  30,  1864. — For  orgauization  of  Sherman’s  army  during 
the  Savannah  Campaign,  see  n.  19,  and  for  the  effective  strength,”  see 

p.  16.] 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  for  November  SO,  1864. 


Command. 


General  headquarters . 

1st  New  Tork  Engineers  (battalion,  Place) 

Northern  District  (Hatch) . 

District  of  Beaufort  (Saxton) . 

District  of  Hilton  Head  a  (  Brown) . 

District  of  Florida  (Scammon) . 

Total . 


Present  for 
duty. 

m 

<D 

& 

I’ieces  of 
artillery. 

03 

«  a 

hJD  33 

cS  ” 
fctrs 

« 

S  ? 

O 

a 

to 

tt” 

t- 

2 

1  -£ 

bn 

^a 

.2 

O 

* 

w 

£ 

50 

81 

132 

134 

8 

576 

616 

684 

156 

4,648 

5,  560 

0,616 

6 

35 

1,011 

1,594 

2,  851 

7 

09 

2, 024 

2,711  ' 

3, 285 

66 

11 

93 

2, 571 

3,285 

4,265 

411 

10,  911 

13,  898 

1 

17, 835 

66 

24 

\ 


a  Note  on  Return. — All  the  regiments  of  the  Third  Separate  Brigade  [Hilton  Head]  are  at  the 
front.  On  account  of  the  November  return  not  having  been  received  from  said  brigade,  its  October 
return  has  been  used  in  making  up  this  return,  deducting  the  Engineers  therefrom,  which  are 
accounted  for  in  a  body  separately  on  this  return. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  Maj.  Gen.  John 
G.  Foster^  TJ.  8.  Army^  comyyianding^  Noveynber  30 ^  1864. 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT.^ 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch. 

MORRIS  ISLAND. 

Col.  Edward  N.  Hallowell. 

54tli  Massachusetts  (colored),!  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  N.  Hooper. 
o6th  New  York,!  Lieut.  Col.  Rockwell  Tyler. 

52d  Pennsylvania.  Maj.  Thomas  B.  Jayne. 

21st  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  G.  Bennett. 

3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  battery  B,!  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Mesereau. 

3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  1st  Battalion,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Laiiahau. 

FOLLY  island. 

Col.  Eugene  A.  Kozlay. 

55th  Massachusetts  (colored),!  Lient.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox. 

54th  New  York,  Maj.  Stephen  Kovacs. 

33d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Charles  T.  Trowbridge. 

DISTRICT  OF  BEAUFORT.! 

Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  Saxton. 

127th  New  York,!  Col.  William  Gurney. 

26th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  William  Silliman. 

102d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Col.  Henry  L.  Chipman. 

3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  A,!  Capt.  William  H.  Hamner. 

2d  U.  S.  Colored  Light  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Jeremiah  S.  Clark. 

DISTRICT  OF  HILTON  HEAD.') 

^  Col.  Philip  P.  Brown,  Jr. 

144th  New  York,!  Col.  James  Lewis. 

157th  New  York,!  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Carmichael. 

25th  Ohio,!  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Haughton. 

32d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Col.  George  W.  Baird. 

DISTRICT  OF  FLORIDA.il 

Brig.  Gen.  Eitakim  P.  Scammon. 

17th  Connecticut,  Col.  William  H.  Noble. 

75th  Ohio,  Col.  Andrew  L.  Harris. 

107th  Ohio,  Capt.  Edward  S.  Meyer. 

3d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Tilgliman. 

34th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Lieut.  Col.  William  W.  Marple. 

35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Col.  James  C.  Beecher. 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,!  2d  Battalion,  Capt.  George  R.  Hurlbut. 

3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,!  Lieut.  Edgar  H.  Titus. 

UNATTACHED. 

1st  New  York  Engineers  (battalion),  Maj.  James  E.  Place. 


*  Or  First  Separate  Brigade. 

!  Constituted  the  Coast  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  .John  P.  Hatch,  and 
engaged  in  expedition  against  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad.  The  First 
Brigade  of  this  division  was  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  and  the 
Second  Brigade  by  Col.  Alfred  S.  Hartwell.,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry 
(colored). 

tOr  Second  Separate  Brigade. 

$  Or  Third  Separate  Brigade. 

11  Or  Fourth  Separate  Brigade. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  West  FloHda,  Col.  George  D.  Robinson,  Ninety- 
seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  commanding,  for  November  30,  1864.* 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  pres¬ 

ent. 

Aggregate  pres¬ 

ent  and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

05 

(h 

O 

& 

C 

g 

h 

QJ 

rt 

Headquarters . 

2 

49 

46 

23 

8 

12 

« 

2 

1,902 

1, 149 
551 
222 
334 

2 

1,983 

1,459 

684 

231 

388 

First  Brigade  (Robinson) . 

Second  Brigade  (Woodman) . 

1,473 

865 

375 

158 

252 

2 

5 

Nineteenth  Iowa  (Bruce) . 

Fort  Pickens  (Reisinger) . 

90 

32 

Fort  Barraucas  (Hitch cock i . . . . 

Total . 

140  3,123 

4,160 

4,  747 

124 

5 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Station  Fo.  December  1,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  Yours  of  date  November  30  just  received.  To  the  infor¬ 
mation  conveyed  about  Lee,  Hood,  &c.,  obtained  from  Hardee’s  officer, 
the  general-in-chief  says,  ‘‘All  right.”  The  army  is  moving  and  destroy¬ 
ing  railroad  j  the  Left  Wing  is  also  moving. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Gamp. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kent’s  Farm,  opposite  Station  8,  December  1,  1864, 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  I  have  just  returned  to  camp  from  Station  13.  We  have 
here  a  good  plank  road  from  our  Savannah  road  to  the  river.  About 
twenty-four  feet  of  planking  and  stringers  were  removed  from  the 
bridge.  We  now  have  a  good  foot  bridge,  and  will  soon  have  repairs 
made  so  as  to  throw  over  cavalry  aud  artillery,  as  well  as  infantry,  if 
there  should  be  need. 

On  the  arrival  of  a  company  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Missouri  about 
forty  mounted  rebels  departed  in  haste.  I  liad  the  depot,  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  lumber,  ties,  &c.,  and  portions  of  the  railroad  track  destroyed.  I 
have  directed  General  Blair  to  continue  along  the  railroad,  destroying 
it  as  he  goes,  and  directed  General  Osterhaus  to  move  opposite  No.  7 
to-morrow.  I  am  a  little  in  the  dark  as  to  your  intention.  Please 
inform  me  as  far  as  you  can  consistently,  that  I  may  conform  to  your 
wishes  as  to  the  length  of  march,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major- General. 

*  m’t.  Brig.  Gen.  Josepli  Bailey,  temporarily  absent  with  cavalry  expedition  under 
General  Davidson. 
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Headquarters  MHitary  Division  oe  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  No.  .9,  Ga..  December  1864. 
Major-General  Howard,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  :  Yours  of  this  date  from  opposite  Ho.  8  is  to  hand,  which 
I  acknowledge  by  direction  of  the  general-in-chief.  He  has  read  your 
orders  to  General  Blair,  and  says  all  right;  he  does  not  wish  you  to 
move  to-morrow  further  than  abreast  of  Ho.  7.  General  Slocum  is  now 
about  abreast  of  us  here,  and  to-morrow  all  will  reacli  the  vicinity  of 
Buck  Head  Church,  where  there  will  be  some  delay  to  us  while  Slocum 
is  swinging  around,  and  you  may  calculate  on  staying  at  N'o.  7  a  day 
or  two  for  us  to  get  up  even.  At  present  Wheeler  is  very  active,  and 
Kilpatrick  is  operating  in  connection  with  General  Slocum.  You  will 
make  disposition  to  cross  at  Ko.  7,  but  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
to  do  so  will  depend  on  the  dispositions  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kenfs  Farm^  opp.  Station  <9,  Ga.,  December  f ,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Comdg.  Military  Div.  of  the  Mississij^pi  : 

General  :  Two  of  my  scouts  just  returned  from  Millen ;  find  no  force 
there  except  a  small  number  of  the  enemy^s  cavalry.  From  depot  to 
Millen  just  four  miles;  considerable  trestle-work  along  the  road.  A 
plank  road  runs  parallel  with  and  near  the  railroad  a  part  of  the  way, 
and  then  bends  off  a  mile  and  a  half.  Scouts  heard  that  some  of  the 
planking  had  been  taken  up,  and  the  gap  defended  by  rebel  cavalry. 
A  train  of  cars  came  into  Millen  from  direction  of  Savannah  while  the 
scouts  were  near  by,  apparently  with  great  caution,  and  soon  returned 
in  the  direction  from  which  it  came. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Afajor-General. 


Special  1  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  182.  )  Kenfs  Farm^  opp.  Station  6’,  Ga..,  December  7, 1864. 

I.  This  army  will  continue  its  movements  to-morrow,  as  follows: 
First,  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Gorps,  will  con¬ 
tinue  his  march  along  the  Savannah  railroad,  making  complete  de¬ 
struction  of  that  road  as  he  goes.  Second,  Major-General  Osterhaus, 
commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  his  command  in  two 
columns  of  two  divisions  each — the  right  column  moving  toward  States- 
borough  as  far  as  Scull’s  Creek  (main  branch),  and  the  left  column 
pursuing  the  main  Savannah  road  to  a  point  opposite  Station  No.  7. 
The  herds  of  cattle  will  follow  the  left  column.  The  train  of  these 
headquarters  prox)er  will  follow  the  ammunition  wagons  of  the  leading 
division  of  the  left  column,  and  the  supply  train  of  same  will  move  in 
advance  of  supply  train  of  same  division. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  15th  Army  Corps,' 

1^0.  187.  j  JSfear  Millen^  Ga.j  December  1,  1864} 

I.  The  attention  of  division  commanders  and  commanding  officers 
of  detachments  is  called  to  the  irregularities  existing  in  foraging  and 
the  manner  in  which  this  privilege  is  often  abused.  It  is  noticed  that 
many  men  not  belonging  to  proper  foraging  parties  are  allowed  to 
straggle  fi  om  the  ranks  and  forage  for  themselves,  without  any  author¬ 
ity  whatever.  It  is  by  such  men  that  the  greater  part  of  the  i)illaging 
is  done  and  depredations  committed,  of  which  there  is  so  much  complaint. 
Officers  in  charge  of  foraging  parties  must  be  continually  instructed 
to  keep  their  men  well  in  hand,  never  allowing  them  to  precede  the 
advance  guard  of  the  column ;  and  to  use  more  discretion  in  taking  from 
the  poor,  being  careful  to  leave  them  sufficient  for  their  immediate  sub¬ 
sistence.  It  is  also  noticed  that  the  number  of  mounted  men  is  very 
largely  increasing,  and  that  the  ranks  are  corresijondingly  diminished. 
Measures  will  be  at  once  taken  to  check  this  growing  evil.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  mounted  foragers  to  each  brigade  should  be  limited  and  regulated 
in  orders,  which,  if  not  done,  mounted  foragers  will  be  no  longer  allowed. 
We  are  now  nearing  the  enemy,  and  foraging  parties  should  be  cautioned 
against  preceding  the  advance  or  extending  their  oijerations  to  too  great 
a  distance  from  the  column. 

II.  The  movements  of  the  corps  for  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows:  The 
right  column,  composed  of  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  aauII  move  from 
their  present  camps  at  7  a.  m.,  the  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General 

'  Smith  commanding,  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  Division,  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Hazen  commanding,  marching  on  the  Statesborough  road 
to  the  main  branch  of  Scull’s  Creek.  If  practicable  General  Hazen  will 
move  his  division  parallel  with  the  Third  Division,  either  on  the  right 
or  left,  giving,  however,  the  right  of  Avay  to  that  division.  The  left 
column,  composed  of  First  and  Fourth  Divisions,  will  move  from  its 
present  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  the  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse 
commanding,  in  advance,  accomj)anied  by  pontoon  train  and  engineer 
regiment,  followed  by  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods  com¬ 
manding.  This  column  will  march  on  the  main  Savannah  road  to  a 
jAoint  opposite  No.  7  Avhere  it  will  encamp.  The  herds  of  cattle  will 
follow  the  left  column.  The  trains  of  department  and  corps  headquar¬ 
ters  Avith  the  ammunition  wagons  of  the  Fourth  Division.  The  de¬ 
partment  supply  train  will  move  in  advance  of  the  Fourth  Division  sup- 
X)ly  train.  Corps  headquarters  will  be  established  AAuth  the  left  column. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  245.  j  Near  Ganoochee,  Ga.j  December  1,  1864. 

I.  This  command  Avill  move  at  0  a.  m.  to-morroAv,  the  2d  instant, 
in  the  folloAving  order:  First,  pioneer  corps  and  tool  Avagons;  second, 
Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  folloAved  by  the  wagons  of  the 
battery;  third,  ambulances  of  Second  Brigade  (one  foi'  each  regiment) 
and  pioneer  corps  (one);  fourth,  ammunition  train;  fifth,  division 
headquarters  train  and  ])rovost  guard;  sixth.  Second  Ilrigade  train 
and  ])ioneer  cor})S  Avagon  (baggage);  seventh.  First  Brigade  train; 
eighth,  (luartermaster’s  train;  ninth,  commissary  of  subsistence  train; 
tenth,  ambulance  corj)s,  exc(‘])t  ambulaiu^es  assigned  to  regiments  and 
detaciiments;  eleven tli,  regimental  Avagons  First  Brigade. 
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The  infantry  will  march,  the  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  upon  the 
right  flank  of  the  artillery  and  trains,  except  two  regiments  of  the 
First  Brigade,  which  will  march  in  rear  of  the  trains  as  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BITDLONG, 
A,ssistmit  Adjutant- General. 


Special  )  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  21.  )  In  the  Fieldy  near  Millenj  Ga.y  December  1,  1864. 

I.  The  movement  of  the  division  for  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows : 
The  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Bice  commanding,  has  the  ad¬ 
vance,  and  will  move  at  5.30  a.  m.,  on  the  main  Savannah  road,  to 
a  point  opposite  Station  No.  7.  The  battery  will  follow  the  First  Bri¬ 
gade.  The  pontoon  train  and  engineer  regiment  will  close  up  on  the 
battery.  The  Third  Brigade,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hurlbnt  command¬ 
ing,  will  move  in  the  center,  on  either  side  of  the  trains.  The  pioneer 
corps  will  march  with  the  advance,  to  make  all  necessary  repairs  on 
the  road.  The  trains  of  the  division  will  move  in  the  following  order: 
First,  the  pioneer  corps  train j  second,  the  First  Brigade  train;  third, 
the  Third  Brigade  train;  fourth,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  fifth,  the 
ordnance  train;  sixth,  the  supply  train;  seventh,  the  ambulance  corps 
train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAKPEB, 

Ansistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kent’s  Farnij  opposite  Station  No.  83,  December  1,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps  : 

General  :  My  headquarters  are  about  two  miles  from  and  opposite 
Station  No.  83.  We  saved  the  most  of  the  bridge,  driving  away  some- 
forty  rebel  cavalry.  Please  move  up  a  picket,  at  least  to  this  station, 
that  we  may  communicate  without  hindrance.  1  have  directed  you  to 
continue  along  the  Savannah  railroad.  If  you  receive  any  direct  orders 
from  General  Sherman  do  not  fail  to  inform  me. 

Bespectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Alajor- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Station  9,  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  December  1,  1864. 
Caj^t.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dei)artment  and  A^nny  of  the  Tennessee : 

Captain:  This  command  is  encamped  at  fJones’  ])lantation,  one  mile 
west  of  Station  9.  From  all  that  I  can  learn  1  think  there  is  no  force 
in  Milieu.  There  is  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  some  distance  on  our 
left.  A  division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  is  encamped  about  seven  miles 
from  us,  on  our  left.  I  shall  move  forward  and  cross  the  creek  this  side 
of  Milieu  to-morrow,  camping  at  Milieu,  if  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Station  9,  Ga., ^December  jf,  1864. 

Col.  George  E.  Spencer, 

Commanding  First  Alabama  Cavalry : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  move  a 
battalion  of  your  command  to  Station  8  at  once,  to  picket  the  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  bridge  near  there  and  keep  open  communication  with 
General  Howard.  The  orderly  who  delivers  this  communication  will 
conduct  the  battalion  to  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistamt  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No,  295.  (  Near  Station  9,  Ga.,  December  1,  1864. 

I.  The  orders  for  the  movements  to-morrow  are: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Bivision,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  at  7  a.  m.,  on  the  Milieu  road. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Bivision,  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  move  at  8  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Bivision. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  B.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Bivision,  will  be 
prepared  to  move  at  9  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Bivision. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  1)^  Leggett  will  move  one  brigade  of  his  command 
on  the  railroad,  with  orders  to  destroy  the  bridge  and  trestle-work  up 
to  Station  8. 

5.  The  pontoon  train  and  guard,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Busk  command¬ 
ing,  will  move  [inj  advance  of  the  supply  train  of  the  First  Division. 

0.  The  trains  of  head(piarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
and  these  headquarters  will  move  as  heretofore. 

II.  The  practice  of  indiscriminate  tiring  must  be  stopped.  Our  sup¬ 
ply  of  ammunition  is  limited  and  cannot  be  renewed  until  we  reach  a 
new  base  of  supplies.  Before  that  time  all  that  we  have  may  be  needed. 
Commanding  officers  must  impress  on  the  minds  of  their  men  the 
necessity  of  being  careful  of  their  ammunition.  An  alarm  is,  or  should 
be,  given  by  the  discharge  of  tirearms,  but  the  indiscriminate  tiring 
renders  this  mode  useless,  so  that  the  safety  of  the  army  is  endangered. 
The  most  of  the  tiring  is  done  by  forage  i)arties.  Commanding  officers 
of  forage  i)arties  will  be  held  to  a  strict  responsibility  for  the  conduct^ 
of  their  men  in  this  respect.  The  cartridge-boxes  of  forage  parties  will 
be  inspected  on  their  return  from  duty  each  day,  and  the  men  will  be 
charged  50  cents  for  each  cartridge  missing  that  cannot  be  satisfactor¬ 
ily  accounted  for.  The  charge  will  be  stopped  against  them  on  the 
next  muster  and  pay  roll. 

This  order  will  be  read  at  once  to  each  company  and  detachment  in 
the  corps. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  V.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  3r., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  December  1,  1864. 
The  troo])S  of  this  command  will  ho  ])re])ared  to  march  to-morrow  at 
7  a.  m.  Order  of  march:  First,  pioneer  corps;  second,  Second  Brigade; 
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third,  First  Michigan  Battery;*  tburtli.  Third  Brigade;  fifth.  First  Bri- 
gade;  sixth,  amhulauce  corps;  seventh,  ordnance  train;  eighth,  pon¬ 
toon  train;  ninth,  supply  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower: 

CTTAS.  CHRISTENSE^T, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Station  9,  Ga.j  December  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade  sent  from  your  division  on 
the  railroad  will  be  instructed  to  use  the  whole  day  on  the  road,  if 
necessary.  He  will  tear  up  a  section  the  length  of  his  brigade  on  each 
mile  of  the  road,  burning  the  ties  and  sleepers  and  bending  the  rails. 
He  will  burn  all  the  culverts  and  trestle-work,  depots  or  store  houses, 
piles  of  wood,  ties,  and  lumber  belonging  to  the  road,  and  any  mills  or 
cotton  on  or  near  the  road.  He  will  work  up  to  the  railroad  bridge 
across  Buck  Head  Creek,  but  will  not  destroy  that,  as  it  may  be  needed 
to  cross  the  infantry.  He  will  forward  a  report  of  the  day’s  work  to 
these  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 

,  Assistant  Adjutaiit- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  163. 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  December  1,  1864. 


******* 

II.  This  command  will  march  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow.  Brig.  Gen.  M. 
F.  Force,  commanding  First  Brigade,  will  have  the  advance.  Artillery 
and  trains  as  heretofore. 

III.  The  number  (twelve)  of  pack-animals  allowed  to  each  regiment 
will  still  be  permitted,  provided  neither  enlisted  man  nor  negro  be 
allowed  to -ride  the  same;  they  are  for  packing  imrposes,  and  must 
not  be  used  for  any  other.  No  enlisted  man  will  be  permitted  to  ride, 
except  those  already  mounted  under  existing  orders.  Bummers”  are 
entitled  to  a  position  in  the  ranks,  and  must  be  iirovided  with  it.  No 
foragers  will  leave  camj)  mounted,  excepting  the  officers  in  charge. 
Brigade  commanders  will  see  that  tliis  order  is  strictly  enforced. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  B.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  26.  )  Louisville,  Ga.,  December  1,  1864. 

The  Fourteenth  Corps  will  move  ni)()n  Birdville,  in  the  following 
order:  General  Baird,  unincumbered  with  wagons  and  su])i)orted  by 

*  Battery  C,  Pirst  Michigan  Light  Artillery. 
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Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  will  march  at  once  upon  the  direct  road  to 
W aynesborough  until  they  shall  have  crossed  Buck  Head  Creek.  From 
thence  he  will  take  the  best  practicable  road  toward  Birdville,  scour¬ 
ing  the  country  well,  so  as  to  secure  complete  protection  to  the  entire 
trains  of  the  corps,  which  will  move  on  a  road  leading  to  the  right  of 
tlie  Waynesborough  road  toward  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek.  General 
Morgan  will  be  charged  with  the  care  of  the  trains  of  the  corps,  which 
will  move  at  once  nj^on  the  road  above  indicated,  in  the  following  order: 
Second  Division  trains^  corps  headquarters  trains,  reserve  artillery 
and  ammunition  trains,  Colonel  Buell’s  command,  and  Third  Division 
trains.  General  Carlin  will  move  from  his  ])resent  position,  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Old  Town,  upon  the  road  leading  to  Waynesborough,  cross  the 
road  leading  direct  from  Louisville  to  Birdville,  and  upon  the  north 
side  of  that  road  (leaving  it  free  for  the  Twentieth  Corps)  will  await 
further  orders  from  General  Slocum. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

December  i,  1864, 

Major-General  Davis, 

Co7nma7iding  Fourtee7ith  Corps  : 

General:  I  am  in  camp  on  the  east  side  of  Buck  Head  Creek, 
which  is  a  trifling  brook  at  this  place.  General  Kilpatrick  left  his 
camp  at  12.15  and  I  followed  at  1.30.  He  halted  and  formed  line.  He 
was  then  skirmishing,  and  reported  four  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry  in  his 
front.  Immediately  after  he  asked  me  to  move  to  the  front,  and  I  did 
so,  he  moving  a  column  of  cavalry  on  each  side  of  me.  We  then  moved 
rapidly.  The  cavalry  which  passed  us  came  from  toward  Milieu  and 
moved  toward  Augusta.  I  can  only  hear  of  300  between  here  and 
Waynesborough.  1  have  found  no  road  leading  to  Milieu,  and  can  hear 
of  none  this  side  of  Rocky  Creek  j  just  beyond  a  road  leads  oil*,  inter¬ 
secting  the  railroad  five  miles  south  of  Waynesborough;  and  if  I  And 
no  other,  and  am  not  strongly  opposed,  I  propose  to  take  that  road 
and  begin  to  destroy  the  railroad  as  soon  as  I  reach  it.  I  ought  to 
reach  within  ten  miles  of  Millen  to-morrow  night  and  clear  the  way  for 
your  advance.  I  want  Kilpatrick  to  destroy  Brier  Creek  bridge,  but 
perhaps  may  have  to  move  my  infantry  there  to  get  him  to  do  it  prop¬ 
erly.  Rely  upon  it  that  1  will  do  the  best  I  can,  according  to  circum¬ 
stances. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIRD, 

Ih'iya dier- Ge7iera /,  Co m m  a  n di ng. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Comp  on  Buch  Head  Creekj  December  1,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Co7nmandlng  Fou7'tecnth  Corps: 

Tlie  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  continue  the  march  on 
the  road  you  are  now  on,  making  as  many  miles  per  day  as  you  can  con- 
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veniently.  On  reacliing  the  railroad  he  desires  you  to  destroy  a  short 
section  toward  Augusta  and  then  push  on  in  the  direction  of  Jack  sou- 
borough.  We  shall  try  to  reach  a  point  on  the  railroad  a  little  north 
of  Milieu  to.-uiorrow  night;  and  when  convenient  the  general  would 
like  yon  to  communicate  with  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  KODGEKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Birdville,  Ga.^  December  i,  1864.. 

This  corps  will  march  this  morning  through  Birdville,  as  follows: 
Second  Division  at  7  a.  m. ;  First  Division  at  8  a.  m. ;  Third  Division 
at  9  a.  m.  The  cavalry  will  precede  the  column,  starting  at  0.30  a.  m. 
General  Geary  will  march  two  nnincumbered  brigades  and  a  battery 
of  artillery  as  an  advanced  guard,  and  General  Ward  two  unincum¬ 
bered  brigades  and  a  battery  of  artillery  as  a  rear  guard.  The  Michi¬ 
gan  Engineers  will  march  in  rear  of  the  advanced  guard,  starting  at  7 
a.  m.  Their  tool  wagons  will  accomi)any  them;  the  balance  of  their 
train  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  leading  divis¬ 
ion.  The  pontoon  train  will  precede  the  train  of  the  leading  division. 
The  other  trains  and  the  artillery  will  march  as  heretofore  ordered. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Barh  Camp  Creeb,  Ga.^  December  7,  1864. 

The  march  will  be  continued  to-morrow  in  the  same  order  as  to-<lay, 
toward  Milieu.  Each  division  will  start  at  0  a.  m.  Tlie  Michigan  En¬ 
gineers,  the  pontoon  train  and  all  other  trains,  and  the  artillery,  will 
occupy  the  same  places  in  the  column  as  to-day,  and  will  be  ready  to 
start  at  G  a.  m.  The  cavalry  will  march  at  5.30  a.  m.  The  brigadier- 
general  commanding  desires  to  have  the  whole  coit)s  reacli  Buck  Head 
Creek  to-morrow  night.  During  the  march  to-morrow  each  brigade 
commander  will  send  out  a  foraging  party  of  fifty  men,  to  lill,  as  far  as 
Iiossible,  all  the  forage  and  subsistence  wagons,  gathering  all  the  sweet 
potatoes  and  other  vegetables  that  can  be  found.  These'  parties  (‘.an 
be  sent  out  on  the  Hanks  of  the  (M)lumn  for  a  distance  of  two  miles, 
within  which  limit  an  abundance  of  all  required  stores  can  be  found. 
Under  no  circumstances  will  any  party  be  allowed  to  forage  in  advance 
of  the  column,  and  any  party  so  found  will  be  arrested.  All  foi’agers 
must  be  provided  with  a  pass  and  authority,  as  reepiired  by  existing 
ord(n\s.  Colonel  Hughes,  commanding  cavalry,  will  arrest  and  send  to 
the  rear  all  unauthorized  ])ersons  found  straggling  in  front  of  tlm  col¬ 
umn.  Attention  is  again  called  to  the  existing  orders  ])rohibiting 
unauthorized  firing  by  foragers. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

EOBT.  U.  DF(niEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assist(('}it  Adjutant-General. 
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Orders.]  *  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Birdville,  Ga.,  December  1864, 
This  division  will  march  at  8  a.  m.  tliis  morning  through  Birdville,  in 
the  following  order :  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  Third  to  follow,  and 
First  Brigade  in  rear.  The  brigades  will  be  so  disposed  as, to  guard 
the  train  of  the  division  in  the  manner  heretofore  ordered,  each  brigade 
taking  one-third  of  the  wagons,  viz,  about  seventy-five  wagons.  The 
division  will  be  preceded  by  the  Second  Division  and  followed  by  the 
Third  Division. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  K.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  BOBINSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Orders.]  IIdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Bark  Camp  Creek^  December  i,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Millen,  starting  at  6  a.  m., 
in  the  following  order :  The  Third  Brigade  in  advance,  four  regiments 
of  which  will  march  in  advance  of  the  train  and  the  remaining  two 
regiments  to  guard  fifty  of  the  leading  wagons  of  the  division;  the. 
Second  Brigade  to  follow,  to  guard  the  remainder  of  the  train,  with  one 
regiment  in  rear  of  the  wagons.  Pursuant  to  orders  from  corps  head¬ 
quarters,  each  brigade  commander  will  send  out  to-morrow  a  foraging 
party  of  fifty  men,  to  fill,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  forage  and  subsist¬ 
ence  wagons,  gathering  all  the  sweet  potatoes  and  other  vegetables  that 
can  be  found.  These  parties  can  be  sent  out  om  the  flanks  of  the  col¬ 
umn  for  a  distance  of  two  miles,  within  which  limit  an  abundance  of 
stores  can  be  found.  Dhder  no  circumstances  will  any  party  be  allowed 
to  forage  in  advance  of  the  column.  Colonel  Hughes,  commanding  cav¬ 
alry,  having  authority  to  arrest  all  such.  All  foraging  parties  must  be 
provided  Avith  a  ])ass,  iiroperly  approved,  as  required  by  existing  orders. 
Attention  is  again  called  to  the  existing  orders  x)rohibiting  unauthor¬ 
ized  firing  by  foragers. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  BOBINSON, 

First  lAeutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Bprincf  Creek,  Ga.  (on  the  road),  December  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  at  5  o’clock  this 
evening,  wherever  the  head  of  your  column  may  be,  that  you  encamp 
for  the  night.  The  brigade  of  Colonel  Selfridge,  of  the  First  Division., 
Avill  encamp  with  you.  He  directs  that  you  move  at  daylight  to-mor¬ 
row  morning  toward  Birdville,  unless  you  receive  further  orders. 

Very  respectfidly,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHEKT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Barh  Camp  Creel'j  Ga.,  December  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  march  toward 
Birdville  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow.  He  further  directs  that  in  case  any  of 
the  wagons  in  your  train  are  unable  to  keep  closed  up  that  you  turn 
them  out  and  burn  them,  either  your  own  or  the  wagons  belonging  to 
the  cavalry.  He  desires  that  you  will  keep  a  strong  rear  guard  witli 
artibery.  Keep  General  Kilpatrick’s  wagons  in  rear  all  the  time,  and 
detail  a  field  officer  to  keep  them  closed  up;  if  they  do  [not]  burn  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKIKS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Station  No.  9,  December  f ,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  12  m.  yesterday  just  received,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Audenried  has  also  returned.  Your  operations  have  been  entirely 
satisfactory  to  the  general-in-chief.  He  wishes  you  to  move  on  the  flank 
of  the  Eight  [Left]  Wing,  holding  your  command  well  in  hand  for  fur¬ 
ther  work,  but  always  giving  the  enemy  all  he  wants  when  he  offers 
you  battle.  As  regards  retaliation,  you  must  be  very  careful  as  to  the 
correctness  of  any  information  you  may  receive  about  the  enemy  mur¬ 
dering  or  mutilating  our  men.  You  may  keep  the  prisoners  you  have, 
or  turn  any  portion  of  them  over  to  General  Slocum’s  infantry  to  guard, 
and  keep  such  as  you  may  wish  to  retain  for  your  object.  You  may  com¬ 
municate  with  Wheeler  by  flag  of  truce,  and  notify  him  of  the  conduct 
of  his  command  toward  our  men,  and  that  you  will  retaliate,  Avhich  you 
may  do  until  you  feel  satisfied.  When  our  men  are  found,  and  you  are 
fully  convinced  the  enemy  have  killed  them  after  surrender  in  fair  bat¬ 
tle,  or  have  mutilated  their  bodies  after  being  killed  in  fair  battle,  you 
may  hang  and  mutilate  man  for  man  without  regard  to  rank. 

1  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Office  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Hilton  Jleadj  S.  C.,  December  1,  1864 — 12  m. 
[Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Hall:] 

Dear  Colonel:  Three  rebel  deserters  have  just  arrived — one  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  two  enlisted  men — from  Savannah.  They  report  General 
Sherman’s  forces  advancing  in  three  (columns — one  column  is  crossing 
at  Sister’s  Ferry,  about  seventy  miles  above*.  Savannah;  one  column  is 
moving  from  Millen,  seventy-nine  miles  from  Savanmih;  one  column 
marching  between  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee  Rivers.  It  is  sup])osed  that 
one  column  is  striking  for  Po(*otaligo.  it  was  leported  at  Savannah 
that  General  Grant  was  to  land  a  jiortion  of  his  forces  at  Pocotaligoto 
form  a  junction  with  Sherman.  The  utmost  excitement  prevails  in 
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Savaunali.  They  are  moving  all  their  quartermaster’s  stores  from  that 
place.  They  are  busily  engaged  in  fortifying  Savannah  in  the  rear. 
There  are  only  about  one  brigade  of  infantry  at  Savannah.  No  troops 
at  Savannah  to  spare  against  the  expedition  at  present  going  on  by  * 
General  Foster.  These  deserters  left  Savannah  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and 
the  citizens  there  expected  Sherman  to  arrive  at  Savannah  on  Saturday 
next.  Our  prisoners  are  being  sent  through  Savannah  to  No.  9,  on  the 
Gulf  and  Atlantic  Railroad  j  15,000  have  passed  through  Savannah. 

More  deserters  just  arrived,  and  as  a  boat  is  now  leaving  I  send  you 
a  summary  in  haste.  Will  try  and  send  you  more  complete  information 
by  next  opportunity. 

In  haste, 

FRANK  GEISE, 

Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Milletij  Ga.^  December  2^  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

General  :  The  next  movement  will  be  on  Savannah,  your  two  corps 
moving  along  down  the  Ogeechee — General  Blair  to  destroy  the  rail¬ 
road  as  far  as  Ogeechee  Church,  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps  keeping  on  the 
south  and  west  bank,  ready  to  cross  over  in  case  of  opposition  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Blair,  otherwise  it  will  not  cross  until  near  Eden  (No.  2).  General 
Slocum  will  take  the  two  roads  north  of  the  railroad,  and  between  it  and 
the  Savannah  River.  As  he  will  have  to  make  a  wide  detour  we  must 
allow  him  until  the  fourth  day  to  reach  the  road  from  Mill  Ray  to 
Halley’s  Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  River.  This  will  make  slow  marching  for 
you,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  rear  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  should  be  about 
abreast  of  General  Blair’s  head  of  column.  The  general  has  a  Savannah 
paper  of  yesterday,  from  which  he  notices  the  enemy  still  remain  in  doubt 
as  to  his  intention,  being  divided  between  Macon,  Augusta,  and  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  also  that  an  expedition  of  gun-boats  has  passed  up  the  Broad 
River  toward  the  Coosa whatchie.  If  at  any  time  during  your  progress 
you  judge  it  feasible,  you  might  dispatch  a  small  and  bold  party  of 
scouts  down  toward  Hinesville,  to  burn  some  culverts  and  tear  up  some 
track  and  cut  the  telegraph  wire  in  several  places  on  the  Savannah  and 
Gulf  Railroad,  over  which  the  city  of  Savannah  is  now  chiefly  supplied. 
The  fewer  the  men  and  the  sooner  such  a  party  starts  the  better.  The 
country  is  very  sparsely  settled,  and  very  favorable  for  such  an  expe¬ 
dition. 

I  am,  general,  &c.- 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs-.  Departmeni’  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Clifton  Ferrifj  Ga.^  December  2,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  The  Fifteenth  Corps  marched  in  two  columns  as  ordered. 
The  left  column  reached  Scnll’s  Creek  between  10  and  11  a.  m.;  the  ford 
was  too  deep  for  wagons  and  ammunition,  yet  the  pontoon  bridge  was 
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crossed  by  it.  General  Corse  built  a  log  bridge  across  itj  meanwhile 
the  engineer  regiment  threw  a  bridge  across  at  Clifton  Ferry,  and 
before  2  p.  m.  a  brigade  of  General  Corse’s  was  sent  to  destroy  as 
much  of  the  railroad  as  possible;  one  mile  was  completely  burned. 
A  scouting  party  went  three  miles  below,  to  Scarborough,  and  captured 
a  mail  and  procured  some  information,  which  I  inclose.  The  right  col¬ 
umn  is  now  on  Statesborough  road,  near  the  intersection  of  Clifton 
Ferry  road.  To-morrow  the  Filteenth  Corps  will  assist  the  Seventeenth 
to  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  as  Scarborough,  but  will  not  advance 
unless  you  so  direct. 

1  am  now  in  readiness  to  cross  at  Clifton  Ferry,  or  to  move  on  and 
cross  wherever  you  may  wish. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Forage  Department,  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Savannah.)  November  22 ^  1864. 

Mr.  William  B.  Farr, 

Screven  County: 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  grain  be  forwarded 
from  Screven  County  immediately,  and  I  hereby  direct  you  to  work,  if 
necessary,  night  and  day  to  accomjilish  this  end.  On  the  Central  road 
the  agents  who  are  not  agents  for  collection  of  tax  in  kind,  I  direct 
you  to  employ  as  my  agents  for  the  time.  On  Savannah  liiver,  if  nec¬ 
essary,  I  hereby  empower  you  to  use  my  name  in  employing  such 
agents,  for  the  time  being,  as  may  be  necessary  to  forward  these  suii- 
plies.  I  exiiect  from  6,000  to  10,000  bushels  corn  from  you  in  next  ten 
days,  as  tax  in  kind.  I  have  empowered  Colonel  Lawton  to  impress 
all  surplus  forage.  Upon  the  prompt  receipt  of  forage  from  Screven 
County  may  depend  the  defeat  of  Sherman,  as  this  city  is  evidently 
his  objective  point. 

Sacks  have  been  sent  to  you  at  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7,  Charleston  rail¬ 
road. 

BENJ.  E.  CBANE, 
Major  and  Quarter  master. 


Provost-Marshal-Ceneral’s  Office, 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Clifton  Ferry)  Ga.)  December  2,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  How^ird, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee . 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after  the  laying  of  the 
ixmtoon  bridge  this  a.  m.,  1  crossed  with  your  escort  company,  and,  in 
accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you,  advanced  four  miles 
southeast  from  the  bridge  and  entered  Scarborough,  or  Station  No.  7, 
about  3  o’clock.  A  train,  consisting  of  an  engine  and  four  box-cars, 
had  been  there  two  hours  jirevious,  having  come  up  from  Savannah 
and  immediately  returned.  I  found  in  the  ])ost-ol‘lice  a  hie  of  late 
papers  which  1  imhose.  Citizens  rejiort  that  nineteen  car-loads  of 
troops  iiassed  south  on  Monday  last.  No  other  troops  have  gone  south 
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during  tlie  past  two  weeks.  Tliey  liave  seen  nothing  of  Wheeler’s  forces, 
except  two  or  three  small  scouting  parties  of  eight  or  ten  men  each. 
One  of  the  citizens  had  come  np  from  Savannah  the  day  previous,  and 
stated  that  the  forces  there  numbered  about  3,000  men,  under  command 
of  General  Dick  Taylor.  Bragg  was  expected  from  Wilmington,  via 
Charleston,  with  from  10,000  to  15,000  men.  General  Wayne  was  at 
Waynesborough,  or  Station  4J,  with  2,000  militia.  N^o  other  troops 
were  on  the  road  between  No.  7  and  Savannah.  Troops  were  sent  up 
from  Savannah  to  aid  in  repulsing  an  attack  by  the  Federal  forces  from 
Fort  Eoyal,  on  the  Charleston  railroad.  He  represents  the  lighting  as 
having  been  severe,  resulting  in  the  repulse  of  the  Federals.  Attention 
is  called  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Lonergan,  telegraph  operator,  who  ac¬ 
companied  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  WHITTLE, 

Captam  mid  Assistant  Frovost- Marshal- General. 


[Tnclosnre.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Clifton  Ferry,  Oa.,  December  2,- 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding : 

General  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  I  tapped  the  Confederate 
telegraph  line  at  Station  No.  7,  communicating  with  Savannah.  I 
listened  for  about  fifteen  minutes  to  the  rebel  telegraph  operators  ask¬ 
ing  each  other  questions,  none  of  which  are  important  enough  to  quote. 
Hearing  the  signal  9”  given  repeatedly,  I  veDtured  to  answer  to  that 
call,  and  succeeded  well  in  deceiving  the  operator  at  Savannah,  he 
thinking  that  I  was  the  proper  person.  He  asked,  What  is  the  news  ? 
What  is  going  on?”  (These  questions  satisfied  me  that  I  answered 
l)ropeiTy.)  To  which  I  replied,  The  Yankees  have  not  yet  crossed  the 
river,  and  all  is  quiet.”  I  then  asked,  What  is  the  news  from  the 
East?  How  are  things  looking  in  Savannah?”  He  then  asked  for  my 
name.  (In  the  meantime  Captain  Taggart,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
ascertained  the  operator’s  name,  who  had  left  an  hour  and  a  half  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  capture  of  the  station.)  To  which  I  replied  promptly.  The 
operator  whose  name  I  assumed  had  just  arrived  at  the  next  ofiice  south 
of  Station  No.  7,  and  at  once  disclosed  as  to  Avho  I  was.  Knowing  that 
I  was  discovered,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Taggart,  sent  a 
message  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Savannah  giving  the  compli¬ 
ments  of  General  Howard  and  staff,  signing  Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart’s  name; 
also,  the  compliments  of  General  Howard  to  the  mayor  of  Savannah, 
hoping  to  meet  him  soon,  &c.  Having  been  informed  by  a  citizen  who 
had  left  Savannah  this  day  that  Bragg  was  expected  there  with  10,000 
men,  I  asked  if  he  had  arrived;  to  which  the  rebel  operator  replied, 
‘‘Yes,  and  Avill  soon  give  you  all  the  information  you  desire;”  to  Avhich 
I  replied,  “We  will  be  happy  to  see  him  and  asc.ertain,  as  we  did  at 
Missionary  Bidge.”  Darkness  approaching  and  camp  being  some  dis¬ 
tance  off',  the  conversation  ended. 

Uespectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  LONEKGAN, 

Operator. 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

j^o.  183.  )  Clifton  Ferry,  Ga.,  December  2j  1864. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  this  army  to-inorrow,  the  3d  instant: 
First,  Major-General  Blair  will  continue  his  inarch  along  the  railroad, 
which  he  will  thoroughly  destroy  en  route  to  No.  7,  where  he  will 
encamp  his  command  to-morrow  night.  Second,  no  general  movement 
of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  take  place.  Major-General  Osterhans,  com¬ 
manding,  will  send  out  his  mounted  infantry  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
toward  Station  No.  5,  to  reconnoiter  and  gather  information,  &c.,  and 
secure  any  bridges  or  fords  on  the  river'between  this  point  and  that 
station.  He  will  also  send  two  brigades  across  the  river  at  Clifton 
Ferry,  which,  with  the  brigade  already  over,  will  assist  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  in  destroying  the  railroad — one  brigade  to  work  from  jiresent 
break  toward  Millen,  until  met  by  the  Seventeenth  Corps;  one  to 
destroy  toward  No.  7,  and  the  third  to  act  as  a  reserve  and  guard. 
Division  commanders  will  employ  their  iiioneer  corps  in  repairing  and 
corduroying  bad  places  in  the  main  Savannah  roads,  as  far  in  advance 
as  practicable.’ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  188.  )  SculVs  Creel',  Ga.,  December  2,  1864. 

I.  As  the  command  will  remain  at  its  present  camp  to-morrow  divis¬ 
ion  commanders  will  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made  of  the  arms, 
accouterments,  and  ammunition  in  the  hands  of  the  men;  also,  of  the 
stock  and  transportation  of  the  command.  Regimental  commanders 
will  not  permit  more  than  thirty  of  their  command  to  be  mounted  for 
foraging  and  other  purposes,  and  men  thus  authorized  to  be  mounted 
must  be  furnished  with  a  written  certificate,  stating  the  nature  of  duty, 
regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  &c. 

II.  Brigadier-General  Woods,  commanding  First  Division,  will  detail 
one  brigade  of  infantry  from  his  command,  and  will  cause  the  same  to 
cross  the  river  at  the  i)ontoon  bridge  and  assist  in  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road,  commencing  at  the  present  break  and  working  toward  Millen 
until  it  strikes  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Brigadier-General  Corse, 
commanding  the  Fourth  Division,  will  detail  one  brigade  of  infantry  to 
assist  in  destroying  the  railroad,'  commencing  at  the  present  break 
and  ending  at  Station  No.  7;  also  one  brigade  to  act  as  a  reserve 
guard  for  the  troops  while  working.  The  brigades  to  march  at  G.30  a. 
m.  to-morrow. 

**#**#♦ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhans: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  )  In  the  Field,  ^ieulVs  Creeh,  Ga.,  December  2,  1861. 

In  com])liance  with  instructions  received  from  corps  headquarters, 
the  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  Rice  commanding,  Avill  assist 
to-morroAv  in  destroying  the  railroad,  commencing  at  the  present  break 
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and  ending  at  Station  7.  Col.  E.  N.  Adams,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  will  act  as  a  reserve  guard  for  the  troops  while  working.  The 
troops  to  march  at  6.30  a.  m. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAEPEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Millen^  Ga.,  December  2^  1864. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide- de- Camp  : 

Captain  :  I  send  you  a  copy  of  another  dispatch.  The  operator  at 
Augusta  called  this  office  this  afternoon  before  any  dispatches  were 
taken  off‘,  and  said  that  he  knew  there  was  a  Yankee  operator  on  the 
line,  and  that  he  might  as  well  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag  and  acknowl¬ 
edge  thaf  he  was  there,  and  they  would  have  a  talk.  Our  operator  has 
done  nothing  to  excite  his  suspicions  more  than  answering  his  call  for 
a  new  office  that  has  been  put  on  the  line  to-day,  and  not  far  from  here. 
Since  this  last  dispatch  was  taken  off  they  have  been  talking,  as  opera¬ 
tors  often  do,  about  various  subjects,  our  man  assuming  to  be  at  the  new 
station  mentioned  above.  Among  other  things,  the  Augusta  man  said 
he  never  saw  so  many  troops  passing  through  the  town  as  there  were 
to-night.  Upon  being  asked  what  troops  they  were,  he  said  they  were 
from  Virginia.  Our  operator  thinks  now  that  they  know  what’s  up, 
and  are  trying  to  stuff'  him ;  and  1  think  he  is  right  in  his  opinion.  They 
are  very  communicative,  and  answer  anything  that  is  asked.  The  chief 
operator  at  Augusta  is  the  one  working  the  line. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  3Iillen,  December  2j  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Coynmanding  Seventeenth  Corps : 

General:  Tlie  general-in-chief  has  made  his  camp  on  the  west  side 
of  Buck  Head  Creek.  He  wishes  you  to  camp  a  brigade  near  it  and 
let  the  pontoon  bridge  remain  until  further  orders. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOi7, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  December  2^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Blair, 

Commayiding  Seveyiteenth  Corps : 

General  :  The  general-in-chief  does  not  expect  you  to  move  more 
than  five  miles  to-morrow,  to  the  vicinity  of  Paramore’s  Hill;  but 
wishes  you- to  make  the  most  comi)lete  and  i)erfect  possible  break  of  the 
railroad  about  Millen.  Let  it  be  more  devilish  than  can  be  dreamed  of. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Millen,  Ga.y  Becemher  2^  1864. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Assi.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Bepartment  mid  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  My  coinmaiul  will  be  in  camp  at  this  place  before  dark. 
The  road  has  been  completely  destroyed  along  my  route.  We  were 
obliged  to  use  the  pontoons  in  crossing  Buck  Head  Creek.  There  were 
a  few  of  the  enemy  at  the  depot  early  this  morning,  but  they  did  not 
oppose  iis.  I  forward  copy  of  General  Sherman\s  directions  for  my 
movement  to-morrow.* 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Yo.  296.  i  Mil  Jen,  Ga.,  BecemJ)er  2^  1864. 

This  command  will  move  about  five  miles  to-morrow.  The  main  object 
will  be  to  destroy  the  railroad.  To  efiect  this  each  division  will  detach 
a  brigade  to  work  on  the  road,  as  follows : 

The  brigade  from  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  LeggetCs  division  will  destroy 
from  and  including  the  railroad  bridge  to  the  end  of  the  double  track 
east  of  the  depot.  The  depot  will  not  be  burned  until  all  trains  have 
passed  it.  The  brigade  from  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower’s  division  will  de¬ 
stroy  from  the  end  of  the  double  track  two  miles  and  a  half  east.  The 
brigade  from  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith’s  division  will  destroy  two  miles 
and  a  half,  commencing  at  the  east  end  of  the  work  assigned  to  General 
Mower’s  brigade. 

The  work  on  the  railroad  will  commence  at  7  a.  m.  The  destruction 
of  the  railroad  must  be  complete;  nothing  must  be  left  but  old  iron 
and  the  roadbed. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move  his 
command  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  move  at  9  a.  m.,  and  Avill  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  at  10 
a.  m.  on  the  road  iiorth  of  the  railroad.  Should  the  road  taken  by  Major- 
General  Mower  intersect  the  road  taken  by  the  other  two  divisions,  he 
will  wait  until  they  x>ass  and  follow  the  Third  Division. 

The  x)ontoon  train,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eusk  commanding,  will  follow 
the  train  of  the  Third  Division. 

.  By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  ITth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Millen,  Ga.,  BeeemJier  2,  1864. 
The  troojis  of  this  command  Avill  march  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m.  Order 
of  marcli:  First,  pioneer  coriis;  second.  Third  Brigade;  tliird.  First 
Michigan  Battery;!  fourth.  First  Brigade;  fiftli,  Second  Jlrigade;  sixth, 
ambulance  corps;  seventh,  ordnance  train ;  eighth,  supply  train. 


*  See  next,  anie. 

t  Battery  C,  First  Michigan  Liglit  Artillery. 
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The  Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Sprague  commanding,  will 
destroy  two  miles  and  a  half  of  railroad,  commencing  at  the  end  of 
the  double  track  east  of  the  station  house,  at  7  a.  m.,  and  will  work  east¬ 
ward.  The  road  must  be  destroyed  thoroughly  j  nothing  must  be  left 
but  the  old  iron  and  the  roadbed. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower: 

CHAS.  CHBISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.)  G'a.,  December  2^  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  struck  the  railroad  at 
Station  9  at  the  beginning  of  dawn  this  morning,  and  worked  thence 
to  Buck  Head  Creek,  destroying  in  each  mile  a  section  the  length  of 
the  brigade,  all  trestles  and  culverts,  burning  the  depot  and  tanks,  a 
considerable  amount  of  new  ties  and  prepared  lumber,  and  a  flat-boat 
loaded  wdth  cord  wood.  In  the  section  destroyed  the  ties  and  string¬ 
ers  were  burned  and  the  rails  bent.  A  pile  of  rails  near  the  road  was 
also  bent  by  fire.  A  small  section  of  quadruple  track  w^est  of  Station 
9  was  also  destroyed.  ¥o  cotton  was  found.  The  road  was  extremely 
intersected  with  culverts  and  small  trestles;  some  of  them  were 
banked  up  and  the  track  partly  excavated,  in  the  hope  that  rising 
water  might  destroy  it.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  trestle  nearest  Buck 
Head  Creek  may  not  be  thoroughly  destroyed;  it  was  reached  at  the 
close  of  the  afternoon,  and  Avas  thought  at  first  to  be  needed  for  the 
crossing  of  troops.  I  never  saw  men  work  more  honestly;  they  toiled 
zealously  on  the  track  ten  hours,  Avith  one  short  respite  for  coflee. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FOECE, 

Brigadier- General)  JJ.  S.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  153.  )  Millen)  Ga.,  December  2)  1864, 

I.  This  command  will  move  about  five  miles  to-morroAA^  Brig.  Gen. 
AV.  W.  Belknap  wdll  move  his  brigade  at  7  a.  m.,  by  any  practicable 
route,  to  an  intermediate  point  on  the  railroad  between  mile  posts  76 
and  77,  and  completely  destroy  the  railroad  from  that  point  to  mile 
post  74,  so  that  nothing  will  be  left  but  old  iron  and  the  roadbed.  The 
First  Brigade,  battery,  trains,  &c.,  of  this  division  will  move  at  8  a.  m. 
to-morrow  on  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad.  The  train  of 
the  Third  Brigade  Avill  follow  the  train  of  these  headquarters.  After 
having  destroyed  the  road  Brig.  Gen.  AV.  A\^.  Belknap’s  brigade  Avill 
go  into  camp  near  the  First  Brigade,  in  the  vicinity  of  mile  post  74. 

II.  Capt.  J.  H.  Davis,  commanding  pioneer  corps,  Avill  issue  to  the 
contrabands  belonging  to  his  (*orps  such  articles  of  military  clothing  as 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  their  comfort  until  other  clothing  can  be 
procured. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CHAS.  H.  BEIJSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Millen,  Ga.,  December  2,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  &e.: 

General:  The  general-in-chief  has  made  camj)  near  the  mouth  of 
Buck  Head  Creek,  and  the  troops  are  passing  over  into  Millen.  He 
wishes  you  to-morrow  to  make  a  good  break  of  the  railroad  from  Millen 
to  Augusta,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  points  crossed  by  the  Four¬ 
teenth  and  Twentieth  Corps,  after  which  to  move  out  and  continue  to 
march  toward  Savannah  by  two  roads,  leaving  the  one  along  the  rail¬ 
road  for  General  Blair.  The  two  roads  indicated  on  our  maps — the  one 
passing  near  Millen  and  near  Hunter’s  Mills,  and  the  other  sweeping 
around  by  Sharp’s  and  Buck  Creek  Post-Office— will  answer;  but  if  one 
can  be  found  leading  from  the  upper  road,  through  Sylvania,  toward 
Halley’s  Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  River,  it  would  answer  our  puri)ose 
better  for  your  left  corps.  General  Kilpatrick  will  be  instructed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  you  and  cover  your  rear.  Dress  to  tlie  right  on  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Corps,  whose  progress  you  can  rate  by  the  smokes.  General 
Blair  will  continue  to  burn  the  railroad  as  he  marches  as  far  as  Ogee- 
chee  Church.  The  general  wishes  all  the  heads  of  columns  to  be  on  the 
road  leading  from  Mill  Ray  to  Halley’s  Ferry  on  the  fourth  day,  including 
to-morrow.  Communicate  as  often  as  possible  with  him,  but  failing 
to  hear  from  him  always  act  in  concert  with  General  Blair’s  column, 
which  alone  is  expected  to  meet  opposition.  General  Howard,  with  the 
Fifteenth  Corps,  will  continue  on  the  soutli  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  ready 
to  turn  any  position  of  the  enemy  in  case  he  offers  opposition  to  our 
progress. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

A  ide-de-  Camp, 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hodges’  Honse,  December  2,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third,  Division,  Foiirteentli  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  yesterday  to  him.  He  desires  you  to  cross  Rocky  Creek, 
and  thence  follow  one  of  the  roads  indicated  on  the  majis  toward  Rey¬ 
nolds’  and  between  Rocky  Creek  and  the  railroad.  He  desires  General 
Kili)atrick  to  take  care  of  the  bridge  over  Brier  Creek  (which  lie  already 
reports  destroyed),  and  does  not  wish  you  to  venture  so  far  with  your 
infantry.  He  will  move  from  this  i)oint  (ten  miles  east  of  Louisville) 
Avith  Morgan  and  the  trains,  and  camp  at  Buck  Flead  bridge  to-night. 
We  have  met  no  oxiposition  on  this  road,  and  can  hear  of  none  this  side 
of  Buck  Head,  where  report  places  Wheeler.  The  general  desires  you 
to  advance  as  far  to-day  in  the  general  direction  indicated  as  you  can 
do  with  safety. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  viny  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLlJRG. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  iStaff, 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Buck  Head  Churchy  Ga.,  December  2^  1864. 

This  corps  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Sylvania,  as  follows: 
First  Division  at  6.30  a.  m. ;  Third  Division  at  7  a.  m. ;  Second 
Division  at  10  a.  m.  The  cavalry  will  start  at  0  a.  m.  The  advance 
will  consist  of  two  brigades  of  infantry,  the  Michigan  Engineers, 
and  a  battery  of  artillery.  The  Alichigan  Engineers  will  march 
between  the  two  advanced  brigades.  On  arriving  at  the  railroad,  the 
column  will  halt,  and  the  leading  brigade  and  the  engineers  be  set  to 
work  destroying  it,  halting  for  that  purpose  about  two  hours.  The 
cavalry  wagons  for  the  march  Avill  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  train 
of  the  rear  division,  and  will  be  taken  care  of  by  General  Geary;  for 
this  purpose  General  Ward  will  detach  one  brigade  to  assist  him.  The 
pontoon  train  will  precede  the  train  of  the  First  Division;  and  the 
train  of  Captain  Schoeninger  and  the  artillery  ammunition  train,  with 
the  wagons  of  the  Alichigan  Engineers  for  the  march,  will  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  train  of  the  leading  division,  marching  in  rear  of  it. 
General  Jackson  will  give  them  all  necessary  care  and  assistance;  one 
of  his  regiments  will  march  in  rear  of  them.  The  wagons  of  the  cavalry 
will  march  in  the  extreme  rear. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

BOBT.  F.  DECHERT, 

CaiJtain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqr's.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Buck  Head  Church,  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  (having  the  advance),  at  6.30  a. 
m.,  toward  Sylvania,  in  the  following  order:  First  Brigade  in  advance 
and  Third  Brigade  to  follow,  both  to  be  unencumbered  with  wagons. 
The  Michigan  Engineers  and  a  battery  of  artillery  will  march  between 
these  two  brigades.  The  Second  Brigade  will  be  so  disposed  as  to 
guard  the  pontoon  train  (which  precedes  the  division  train),  the  wagon 
train  of  the  division,  the  corps  supply  train,  tlie  artillery  ammunition 
train,  and  the  wagons  of  the  Michigan  Engineers,  one  of  the  regiments 
being  i)laced  in  rear  of  all  these  trains.  On  arriving  at  the  railroad 
the  column  will  halt  and  the  leading  brigade  be  set  to  work,  with  the 
Michigan  Engineers,  destroying  the  track,  halting  for  that  purpose  two 
hours.  Captain  Hard  will  assign  a  sufficient  number  of  the  empty 
ambulances  for  the  temporary  use  of  each  brigade  to  the  brigade  com¬ 
manders,  who  will  inform  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  division  what 
position  they  wish  them  to  have  in  the  train. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  ROBINSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Three  Miles  and  a  Half  East  of  Birdville,  December  2^  1864 — 12  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Armg  Corps: 

Colonel:  Close  up  on  rear  of  First  (General  Jackson’s)  Divisiom 
Have  halted  for  dinner.  Will  start  again  at  1.30  p.  m. 

Very  resiiectfullv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  WARD, 

Br  iga  dier-  Genera  I,  Com  ma  ndi ng  Div  ision. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Headj  Oa.^  December  2^  1864, 

Brig.  Geu.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  :  The  general  coiuinaudiug  directs  me  to  say  that  you  may 
encamp  your  command  on  the  east  side  of  Buck  Head  Creek  to-night, 
and  move  early  in  the  morning.  If  the  trains  of  the  First  Division 
should  not  have  pulled  out  on  the  road  to-morrow  morning,  he  wishes 
you  to  cross  your  train,  and  park  it  on  this  side  until  it  is  on  the  road. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHEKT, 
Captain  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  near  Millen^  Ga.j  Deeember  2^  1864, 
General  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General:  The  army  will  move  on  Savannah,  delaying  only  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  from  Milieu  as  far  as  Ogeechee 
Church.  General  Howard  will  continue  to  move  along  tlie  sontli  bank  of 
the  Ogeechee,  General  Blair  along  the  railroad,  and  General  Slocnm  by 
the  two  roads  lying  north  of  the  railroad,  between  it  and  the  Savannah 
Kiver.  The  general  wishes  you  to  confer  with  General  Slocum,  to  make 
a  strong  feint  up  in  the  direction  of  Waynesborough,  and  then  to  cover 
his  rear  from  molestation  by  dashes  of  cavalry.  I  send  you  copies  of 
two  letters  from  members  of  Wheeler’s  staff  which  will  interest  you. 
After  reading,  please  return,  for  hie  in  this  office. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yonrs,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  Deeeynher  3,  1864, 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Armies,  near  Savannah,  'Ga. : 

The  little  information  gleaned  from  the  Southern  press  indicating  no 
great  obstacle  to  your  i)rogress,  I  have  directed  your  mails,  which  had 
l)een  iireviously  collected  in  Baltimore  by  Colonel  Markland,  special 
agent  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  to  be  sent  as  far  as  the  blockad¬ 
ing  squadron  off  Savannah,  to  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  heard 
from  on  the  coast.  Kot  liking  to  rejoice  before  the  victory  is  assured 
I  abstain  from  congratulating  you  and  those  under  yonr  command  until 
bottom  has  been  struck.  I  have  never  had  a  fear  of  the  result.  Since 
you  left  Atlanta  no  very  great  progress  has  been  made  here.  The 
enemy  has  been  closely  watched  though,  and  prevented  from  detaching 
against  you.  I  think  not  one  man  has  gone  from  here  except  some 
1,200  or  1,500  dismounted  cavalry.  Bragg  has  gone  from  Wilmington. 
I  am  trying  to  take  advantage  of  his  absence  to  get  possession  of  that 
place.  Owing  to  some  preparations  Admiral  Ikirter  and  General  Butler 
are  making  to  blow  up  Fort  Fisher,  and  which,  while  I  hope  for  the 
best,  do  not  believe  a  particle  in,  there  is  a  delay  in  getting  the  expe¬ 
dition  off.  1  hope  they  Avill  be  ready  to  start  by  the  7th,  and  that 
Bragg  will  not  have  started  back  by  that  time.  In  this  letter  1  do  not 
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intend  to  give  you  anything  like  directions  for  future  action^  hut  will 
state  a  general  idea  I  have,  and  will  get  your  views  after  you  have 
established  yourself  on  the  sea-coast.  With  your  veteran  army  I  hope 
to  get  control  of  the  only  two  through  routes  from  east  to  west  possessed 
by  the  enemy  before  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  This  condition  will  be  filled 
by  holding  Savannah  and  Augusta,  or  by  holding  any  other  port  to  the 
east  of  Savannah  and  Branchville.  If  Wilmington  falls  a  force  from 
there  can  co-operate  with  you.  Thomas  has  got  back  into  the  defenses 
of  ISTashville,  with  Hood  close  upon  him.  Decatur  has  been  abandoned, 
and  so  have  all  the  roads,  except  the  main  one  leading  to  Chattanooga. 
Part  of  the  falling  back  was  undoubtedly  necessary,  and  all  of  it  may 
have  been ;  it  did  not  look  so,  however,  to  me.  In  my  opinion  Thomas 
far  outnumbers  Hood  in  infantry,  in  cavalry  Hood  has  the  advan¬ 
tage  in  morale  and  numbers.  I  hope  yet  Hood  will  be  badly  crippled, 
if  not  destroyed.  The  general  news  you  will  learn  from  the  papers 
better  than  I  could  give  it.  After  all  becomes  quiet,  and  roads  up  here 
so  bad  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  week  or  two  that  nothing  can  be 
done,  I  will  run  down  the  coast  and  see  you.  If  you  desire  it,  I  will  ask 
Mrs.  Sherman  to  go  with  me. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j  near  Millen^  Ga.,  December  3,  1864 — 2.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing,  &c.  : 

Yonr  dispatch  of  the  2d,  with  iiapers,  &c.,  are  at  hand.  The  general- 
in-chief  has  sent  you  instructions  in  a  cipher  dispatch,  and  further 
directs  you  to  remain  as  at  present,  for  him  to  hear  from  General  Slo¬ 
cum.  He  has  no  objection  to  your  sending  expeditions  out  to  break 
small  portions  of  the  railroad,  which  might  be  done  by  small  parties 
going  down  in  boats  and  landing.  This  will  prevent  the  enemy  getting 
supplies  into  Savannah,  which  is  very  desirable.  In  tapping  the  wire 
here  we  learned  that  Bragg  was  to  leave  Augusta  in  tliis  direction  to¬ 
night,  2d,  with  10,000  men,  to  be  followed  by  part  of  Wade  Hampton’s 
cavalry.  Bragg  will  be  likely  to  attack  in  rear  if  he  can. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide- de-G  ami). 


Special  1  Headqttarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  184.  )  Clift oii  Ferry,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 

I.  This  army  will  move  forward  to-morrow,  the  4th  instant,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  First,  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  will  move  his  command,  starting  at  6.30  a.  m.,  along  the  rail¬ 
road,  which  he  will  continue  to  destroy  en  route  to  Cameron  (or  No.  5.J). 
Second,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Corps,  Avill 
continue  to  move  his  command  in  two  columns,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  the  right  column  continuing  its  march  toward  Statesborough, 
making  to-morrow  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  He  will  recall  the  por¬ 
tion  of  his  command  now  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  this  p.  ni.,  except 
a  sufficient  force  for  a  bridge  guard,  Avhich  will  recross  at  an  early 
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hour  to-morrow,  and  tlie  bridge  then  be  taken  np.  Third,  his  left  col¬ 
umn  will  move  forward  at  0.30  a.  m.,  on  the  nipper  Savannah  (or  River) 
road,  to  a  looint  opposite  ISTo.  (or  Cameron).  Fourth,  the  train  i)roper 
of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  ammunition  wagons  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  division  of  the  left  column,  and  the  supply  train  will  move  in 
advance  of  the  supply  train  of  such  division.  The  cattle  will  continue 
to  follow  the  column  with  which  they  have  heretofore  moved. 
##*#*** 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  189.  )  SeulVs  Greek^  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 

I.  When  the  corps  is  marching  against  the  enemy  in  two  columns 
and  the  major-general  commanding  is  marching  with  the  left  column, 
the  right  column,  composed  of  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  whenever 
circumstances  demand  the  co-operation  of  the  same,  will  be  under  ^the 
immediate  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen,  by  virtue  of  seniority 
of  rank. 

II.  The  corps  will  continue  its  march  to-morrow  in  the  following- 
order :  First,  the  right  column  will  march  to  Statesborough.  The  Sec¬ 
ond  Division,  Brigadier-General  Hazen  commanding,  having  the 
advance,  will  march  from  its  present  camp  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  Third 
Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding,  will  follow  the  Second 
Division,  making  its  destination  the  same.  The  proximity  of  the 
enemy  makes  it  necessary  that  the  two  divisions  forming  the  right 
column  encamp  within  sux)porting  distance.  Therefore,  if  Statesbor¬ 
ough  cannot  be  reached  by  the  divisions  forming  that  column,  any 
camp  west  of  that  place  affording  a  strong  defensive  i:>osition  will  be 
chosen.  Second,  the  left  column  will  also  leave  its  present  camp  at 
6.30  a.  m.  for  Cameron,  opposite  5J,  the  First  Division,  Brigadier- Gen¬ 
eral  Woods  commanding,  having  the  advance,  to  be  followed  by  the 
Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tweeddale,  commanding  engineer  troops,  will  cause  the  bridge 
at  Clifton  Crossing  to  be  taken  u])  at  6.30  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  left 
column  with  his  train  of  the  same.  The  brigade  of  Fourth  Divis¬ 
ion  now  stationed  at  the  bridge  will  escort  the  train  until  it  rejoins  the 
column,  which,  if  arriving  in  time  and  circumstances  will  admit  of  it, 
the  entire  pontoon  train,  together  with  engineer  troops,  will  fall  in 
column  and  march  in  rear  of  First  Division  train,  otherwise  they  will 
follow  the  train  of  Fourth  Division.  Division  commanders  will  be  very 
careful  and  encami)  their  commands  with  a  view  to  defense,  as  the 
expected  approach  of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  renders  a  sudden 
attack  very  probable.  The  exposed  wings  should  be  very  strong,  and, 
if  possible,  rest  on  a  natural  point  of  security,  such  as  creeks,  swamps, 
&c.  The  i)icket  and  outpost  duties,  which  have  been  neglected  for 
some  time,  must  be  enforced  with  the  utmost  strictness,  and  officers 
intrusted  with  this  very  imi)ortant  service  Avill  act  with  all  circumsi)ec- 
tion  and  attention  demanded  by  the  duties  of  the  occasion. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P,  Joseph  Osterhaiis: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


614  OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA./aND  FLA.  [Chap.  LVL 

Special  ')  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

FTo.  23.  3  Ifi  the  Fields  ScuWs  Creeh,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 

*##***# 

IV.  This  coimnaud  will  move  to-morrow,  the  4th  instant,  at  0.30  a. 
m.  The  pioneer  corps  will  make,  as  near  as  practicable,  a  parallel  road 
to  the  one  used  by  the  First  Division.  The  Third  Brigade  will  have 
the  advance,  followed  by  the  battery ;  the  Second  Brigade  will  move  in 
the  center,  on  either  side  of  the  trains;  the  First  Brigade  will  bring  up 
the  rear.  Ambulances  loaded  with  sick  and  Avounded  Avill  hereafter, 
and  until  further  orders,  move  in  the  rear  of  the  brigade  trains.  The 
trains  Avill  move  in  the  following  order:  First,  the  pioneer  corps  train; 
second,  the  Third  Brigade  train;  third,  the  Second  Brigade  train; 
fourth,  the  First  Brigade  train;  fifth,  the  ordnance  train;  sixth,  the 
supply  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAEPER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  Ogeechee  River,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 
Capt.  Leo  Carper, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  To-day,  as  I  was  finishing  the  work  of  destroying  the  rail¬ 
road  assigned  to  me,  I  received  direct  an  order  from  General  Howard 
directing  me  to  withdraw  my  working  parties  across  the  riA^er,  also 
directing  that  the  regiments  then  occupying  the  tete-de-pont  which  I 
constructed  to  cover  the  pontoon  bridge  should  remain  there  during 
the  night.  This  last  order  I  gave  to  Colonel  Adams,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  whose  regiments  were  then  occupying  the  works. 
After  my  brigade  Avas  encamped  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
bridge.  Colonel  Adams  withdrew  his  command  from  the  tete-de-pont, 
thus  leaving  the  bridge  uncovered.  My  command  Avorked  hard  yes¬ 
terday,  a  portion  of  it  until  11  o’clock  at  night,  besides  Avorking  hard 
to-day,  or  I  Avould  order  tAVO  regiments  back  Avithout  troubling  you. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  think  Colonel  Adams  should  order  t\70  regi¬ 
ments  back  to  the  tete-de-pont. 

E.  W.  RICE, 

Briyadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  297.  (  Nation  7,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 

I.  Each  division  will  detach  a  brigade  to-morrow  for  the  destruction 
of  the  railroad.  The  brigade  from  the  Fourth  Division  Avill  destroy 
from  Station  7  three  miles  east.  The  brigade  from  the  First  Division 
will  destroy  from  the  end  of  the  Avork  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Division 
three  miles  east.  The  brigade  from  the  Third  Division  Avill  destroy 
from  the  end  of  the  Avork  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Division  three  miles 
east.  The  work  aauII  commence  at  G  a.  m.,  and  Avill  be  complete. 

The  command  will  niOA^e  as  follows: 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  out 
his  command  on  the  Savannah  road  at  7  a.  m. 
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Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  be  prepared 
to  move  at  8  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  move  at  9  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

The  pontoon  train,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Eusk  commanding,  will  follow 
the  train  of  the  Third  Division. 

The  trains  of  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
and  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  advance  brigade. 

II.  Forage  X3arties  will  not  be  permitted  to  move  in  advance  of  the 
column  5  they  must  keej)  on  the  flank  of  the  command.  Hereafter  all 
stragglers  and  foragers  found  in  advance  of  the  column  of  infantry  will 
be  arrested  and  held  for  punishment.  The  jiickets  will  be  instructed 
not  to  permit  foragers  or  stragglers  to  jiass  the  lines  before  the  col¬ 
umn  starts. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  is  instructed 
to  arrest  all  stragglers  moving  with  or  in  advance  of  his  command,  and 
report  them  to  the  corps  provost-marshal. 

Commanding  officers  of  forage  parties  must  keej)  their  men  together, 
and  will  only  permit  those  men  to  separate  from  their  commands  who 
are  left  to  guard  or  bring  along  forage. 

This  order  must  be  strictly  conq)iied  with,  and  violations  of  it  will 
subject  the  offender  to  punishment. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fieldj  6ru.,  December  3,  1864. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  jirepared  to  march  to-morrow 
morning  at  8  a.  m.  Order  of  march :  First,  iiioneer  corps;  second.  First 
Brigade;  third,  battery;  fourth.  Second  Brigade;  fifth,  ambulance  train; 
sixth,  ordnance  train;  seventh,  supjily  train. 

Col.  John  Tillson,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  will  move  his  command 
out  to-morrow  morning  at  b  o’clock  to  a  point  on  the  railroad  three 
miles  east  of  Station  No.  7,  where  he  will  commence  the  destruction  of 
the  railroad,  and  will  break  it  for  a  distance  of  three  miles  east.  After 
having  thoroughly  completed  the  Avork  of  destruction  he  will  join  the 
column  by  the  most  xiracticable  route. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Josexih  A.  Mower: 

CHAS.  CHEISTENSEN, 

Lieut..;  Aide- de- Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oener at. 


Special  I  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  104.  )  In  the  Field;  Ga.;  December  .9,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  9  a.  m.  Brig.  Gen, 
M.  F.  Force,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Avill  have  the  advance.  Artil¬ 
lery  and  trains  Avill  move  as  heretofore. 

il.  This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  Col.  E.  K.  Scott  commanding,  will  have  the  advance.  Artillery 
and  trains  will  move  as  heretofore. 
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III.  Capt.  Alexander  McIntosh,  assistant  quartermaster,  Third  Divis¬ 
ion,  will  cause  one  empty  wagon  to  report  to  each  regiment  of  this  com¬ 
mand  one  hour  before  marching  to-morrow  morning.  These  wagons 
will  be  used  by  the  regiments  for  transporting  their  supplies — rations 
of  flour,  meal,  potatoes,  and  bacon— and  nothing  else.  They  will  ac¬ 
company  the  regimental  wagons,  and  will  not  be  taken  from  the  direct 
line  of  march. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  0.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  ITth  Army  Corps, 

Scarborough.,  Oa.^  December  3,  1864. 
The  First  Brigade  of  this  command  will  destroy  the  railroad  from 
Station  7  to  a  point  three  miles  east,  commencing  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
The  remainder  of  the  division  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  9  a.  m.  to¬ 
morrow,  on  the  Savannah  road.  Au  officer  of  the  staff  will  assign  the 
different  commands  their  respective  places  in  order  of  march. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

CHAS.  H.  BBUSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

^  In  the  Field,  Millen,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Ac.: 

General  :  Concentrate  your  command  at  or  near  Buck  Head  Church, 
prepared  to  move  toward  Savannah  by  two  or  more  roads,  dressing  to 
the  right  on  General  Blair,  who  will  move  by  the  railroad.  Look  to 
your  rear  toward  Augusta.  Kilpatrick  will  be  with  you.  I  await  your 
coming  at  Milieu. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Millen,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Ac. : 

General  :  The  general-in-chief  wishes  to  know  if  you  have  received 
the  cipher  instructions,  indicating  the  roads  you  are  to  move  on  to-day 
and  following.  General  Blair  is  moving  along  the  railroad,  destroying 
it,  and  will  be  near  Paramore’s  Hill  to-night.  Ko  communications  have 
been  received  from  you  for  two  or  more  days,  and  the  general  is  not 
advised  of  your  progress.  He  wishes  you  to  inform  him  of  your  pres¬ 
ent  position,  viz,  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps,  and  also  of 
General  Kilpatrick,  nnd  any  other  information  or  news  you  may  have 
that  will  be  of  interest  or  service  to  him. 

Yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camj). 
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Headquarters  Left  Winu,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Four  Miles  from  Millen,  on  the  Augusta  Railroad^ 

December  3,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Your  cipher  dispatches  of  3  p.  m.  and  12  midnight  yesterday  were 
received  at  Buck  Head  Church  during  last  night.  The  Twentieth  Corps 
and  two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  camped  last  night  near  Buck 
Head  Church.  The  Twentieth  Corps  marched  at  6  a.  m.,  and  are  mov¬ 
ing  on  the  old  Savannah  road,  wliich  passes  just  north  of  HunteUs 
Mills.  The  corps  will  probably  encamp  on  Horse  Creek  to-night.  The 
two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  that  were  camped  with  the 
Twentieth  last  night  will  march  to-day  on  a  road  north  of  this,  leading 
through  Sylvania  to  Halley^s  Ferry.  One  division  of  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  and  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  took  the  road  from  Louisville  to 
Waynesborough,  with  instructions  to  strike  across  from  where  that  road 
crosses  Bocky  Creek  to  Alexander,  and  move  on  the  road  to  Jackson- 
boroughj  that  is  the  only  column  that  has  met  with  any  opposition 
from  the  enemy,  and  the  opi)osition  with  them  has  been  but  slight.  I 
shall  entirely  destroy  four  or  five  miles  of  the  Augusta  railroad.  We 
have  found  forage  and  subsistence  abundant,  and  the  command  is  in 
fine  condition  and  spirits. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Lumpliin'^s  tStatmi.,  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 

•  Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  Morgan  will  take  the  advance  in  the  morning,  in  charge  of 
all  the  trains  except  your  own,  which  will  be  moved  with  your  own 
division  in  the  rear.  You  will  begin  at  7  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  tear 
up  the  railroad,  and  will  keep  your  men  at  work  until  all  the  other 
troo])S  and  trains  have  passed,  after  which  you  will  form  your  column 
and  follow  General  Morgan. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Getter al  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ijumphin''s  Station^  Ga.^  December  3,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan: 

General:  Carlin’s  division  will  go  into  camp  at  this  ])lace,  and  bo 
lirepared  to  destroy  the  track  early  to-morrow  morning.  You  can  put 
your  division  and  train  in  camp  a  mile  or  two  back  of  this,  and  move 
out  in  the  same  order  as  to-day,  at  (>.30  in  the  morning.  Let  Colonel 
Buell’s  command  and  my  headquarters  wagons  come  on  to  tliis  iilace 
as  soon  as  you  let  tliem  pass.  My  headquarters  will  be  liere. 

Very  respectfully, 

JFF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General j  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Liimiilcmh  )Statio7iy  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Coinmandmg  Third  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  corps  is  going  into  camx)  at  this  point,  and  will  move  for  Jack- 
sonborough  at  an  early  honr  to-morrow  morning.  Will  reach  that 
place  some  time  the  next  day.  You  will  move  from  Thomas’  Station  to 
Alexander,  and  thence,  via  Sardis  Church,  toward  Jacksonborongh. 
You  will  direct  Kilpatrick  to  protect  your  left  flank  and  rear,  and  to 
destroy  all  the  bridges  on  Brier  Creek,  beginning  at  the  railroad  cross¬ 
ing,  if  you  think  advisable. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thomas’’  Statio7i^  Ga.,  Dece^nher  5,  1864. 
Brevet  Major-General  Davis; 

General  :  After  a  tedious  march  about  the  country  to-day  I  reached 
this  iioint  about  4  p.  m.  On  the  way  I  encountered  a  small  body  of 
rebel  cavalry,  which  I  drove  toward  Waynesborough.  The  cavalry  will 
not  move  one  inch  toward  the  enemy  in  advance  of  my  column,  and  I 
have  to  go  with  it  in  order  to  accomplish  what  is  necessary  to  be  done. 
Kiliiatrick  will  go  into  Waynesborough  to-morrow  morning,  starting 
from  here  at  7  o’clock ;  but  to  induce  him  to  do  so  I  have  x>romised  to 
wait  here  till  8.30  o’clock,  so  that  if  he  finds  Wheeler  there  I  can  go 
up  and  help  to  whij)  him.  If  he  finds  him  there  I  can  well  spend  a  day 
or  two  in  trying  to  thrash  him;  if  he  does  not  find  him  I  will  move  at  the 
hour  named,  via  Alexander,  for  Sardis,  Avhere  I  exx)ect  to  be  to-morrow 
night.  I  will  communicate  to  General  Kilxiatrick  your  wishes  with 
regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge;  and  it  is  my  intention 
to  reach  Brier  Creek  myself  from  the  vicinity  of  Alexander  downward. 
If  the  cavalry  understood  itself  to  be  comx^letely  under  my  orders  I 
could  work  it  to  advantage;  as  it  is  Ave  can  get  along  well  together, 
and  I  think  do  some  good.  I  have  thoroughly  destroyed  three  miles 
of  railroad  to-night. 

Most  respectfully, 

A.  BAIED, 

Brigadier- General^  Coinma^idmg  Division. 


.  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Fear  Horse  Creeh,  Ga.^  J)eeember  5,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes, 

Coinmanding  Nmth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry : 

Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that  the 
order  of  march  to-morrow  Avill  be  the  same  as  to-day.  The  column  will 
start  at  0  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  F.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copies  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  commanding  pontoon  train, 
and  Major  Yates,  commanding  Michigan  Engineers.) 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Horse  Creek,  Oa.,  December  3,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

General  :  Tlie  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you  need 
not  wait  to-morrow  morning  for  the  Michigan  Engineers  to  precede  you, 
as  they  have  been  ordered  to  remain  at  the  crossing  of  the  creek  until 
further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  HECIIERT, 

Captain  a7id  Acting  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Big  Horse  Creek,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  (having  the  advance)  at  G  a.  m., 
in  the  following  order :  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  First  Brigade  to 
follow,  both  to  be  unencumbered  Avith  wagons.  The  Michigan  Engineers, 
followed  by  four  tool  wagons  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  will  have  a  place 
in  the  column  between  these  two  brigades.  The  Third  Brigade  will  be 
so  disposed  as  to  guard  the  following  trains,  auz:  The  pontoon  train, 
the  division  train,  the  corps  supply  train,  the  artillery  ammunition 
train,  and  the  wagons  of  the  Michigan  Engineers,  Avith  one  regiment  in 
rear  of  all  these  trains.  The  same  arrangement  of  ambulances  will  be 
made  as  ordered  for  to-day.  The  leading  brigade  will  be  on  the  road 
with  the  head  of  column  near  the  creek  in  onr  front  promptly  at  6 
o’clock. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson : 

'  GEO.  EOBINSOK, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Taventteth  Corps, 

Big  Horse  Creek,  Ga.,  December  3,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Geary, 

Coimnanding  Second  Divisioii : 

General  :  The  First  Division  is  encamped  at  this  point.  The  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  get  as  far  forward  AAuth  your  troops  and 
trains  as  practicable,  and  go  into  camp.  There  is  no  camping-ground 
near  here  except  in  the  woods.  In  the  absence  of  further  orders  the 
general  directs  that  yon  resume  the  march  at  G  a.  m.  to  morrow,  under 
the  same  regulations  as  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Please  report  yonr  location  to-night. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Ward.) 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,,  Gcl^  Deeemher  3,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Corps: 

Colonel  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  selected  camping- 
ground  at  a  point  on  the  road  which  your  orderly  states  is  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division  camp.  My  trains  will  not 
probably  be  in  before  10  o’clock. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Railroad  Crossing,  December  3,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  detach  one  of 
your  brigades,  to  follow  the  road  that  branches  from  the  one  on  which 
you  are  marching,  at  the  place  where  the  house  of  Mrs.  Jones  was 
burned  this  morning  (near  the  stockade),  to  destroy  the  railroad.  They 
will  work  from  where  they  strike  the  road  this  way  till  they  meet  the 
working  party  sent  from  here.  They  can,  after  their  work  is  comxDleted, 
follow  along  the  railroad  and  join  their  division  at  this  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  - 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

^Vileyh  Farm,  Ga.,  December  4,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  :  The  right  column  reaches  Statesborough,  or  near  it,  to¬ 
day.  General  Woods  is  going  into  camp  near  Wilson’s  Creek  (the  one 
next  to  Nevil’s,  and  not  named  on  the  map).  The  two  columns  will 
come  together  opposite  Guyton  (or  No.  3)  to-morrow.  I  don’t  suppose 
General  Blair  can  quite  make  that  point,  but  he  can  come  within  five 
miles  of  it.  The  bridges  across  the  Ogeechee  at  6  and  5  are  burned. 
What  was  the  firing  to-day'?  Are  vou  meeting  with  resistance  on  the 
left“? 


Respectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  xVrmy  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  273.  )  Louisville,  Ky.,  December  4,  1864. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
having  reported  to  these  headquarters  on  expiration  of  liis  leave  of 
absence,  and  being  unable  to  join  his  command  on  account  of  the 
present  movement  of  the  army,  has  permission,  at  his  own  request,  to 
visit  City  Point,  Ya. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  ().  O.  Howard: 

WAI.  T.  CLxVRK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 
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Special  ^  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  ,  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  185.  )  Wiley'' s  Farm^  Ga.^  Becemher  4,  J864. 

The  movements  of  this  army  to-morrow,  the  5th  instant,  will  be : 
First,  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will 
continue  its  march  along  the  railroad,  destroying  the  same  as  far  as 
Ogeechee  Church,  and  will  then  push  as  far  forward  toward  No.  3  (or 
Guyton)  as  possible.  Second,  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  Major-General  Os- 
terhaus  commanding,  will  concentrate  at  the  junction  of  the  upper  and 
lower  Savannah  roads,  ojiposite  Guyton  (or  No.  3),  the  left  column  mov¬ 
ing  at  6.30  a.  m.  Third,  the  train  proper  of  these  headquarters  will 
follow  the  ammunition  wagons  of  the  leading  division  of  the  left  column, 
and  the  supply  train  will  move  in  advance  of  the  supply  train  of  same 
division.  The  cattle  will  continue  to  move  with  the  right  column. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


A 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Opposite  5.f,  Becemher  i,  1861. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

AssistaM  Adjutant -General,  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

.  Captain  :  The  officer  of  my  staff  just  returning  from  the  right  column 
reports  that  General  Hazen  had  a  skirmish  with  some  rebel  cavalry  on 
entering  Statesborough.  It  lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  when  the  rebs 
ran  away  in  confusion,  leaving  some  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  General  Hazen’s  loss  will  not  exceed  4  or  5  wounded.  The 
enemy’s  force  is  estimated  at  about  300  men. 

V ery  respectfully,  ' 

P.  JOS.  OSTEKHAUS, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  )  .  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  190.  .(  Wilson's  Farm.  Ga..  Becemher  1.  1861. 

The  movements  of  the  corps  for  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows:  The 
right  column  (Second  and  Third  Divisions)  will  leave  its  present  camp 
at  6.30  a.  m.,  and  march  to  the  junction  of  the  upper  and  lower  Savannah 
roads,  opposite  Guyton  (or  No.  3),  near  Branhan’s  Store,  the  Third 
Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding,  having  the  advance,  if 
closed  up  on  General  Hazen’s  division.  Should  General  Smith’s  com¬ 
mand,  however,  not  be  close  on  to  General  Hazen’s  division  the  latter 
will  continue  in  advance.  The  left  column  (First  and  Fourth  Divisions) 
will  leave  its  present  cami)  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  also  move  to  the  junction 
mentioned  above,  the  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse,  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Brigadier-General  Woods,  commanding  First  Division,  if  prac¬ 
ticable,  will  move  his  command  parallel  with  General  Corse’s  command; 
if  impracticable,  in  rear  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale’s  command 
and  ])ontoon  train,  which  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division.  Tlie  trains  of 
department  and  cor])s  headquarters  will  follow  the  ammunition  wagons 
of  the  leading  division  (the  Fourth),  and  in  advance  of  the  supply  train 
of  same  division. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Josei)h  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WIHTEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  244.  j  Near  SculVs  Creel:^  Ga.j  December  4,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  6.30  a.  m.  this  day.  The  order  of 
march  will  be  the  same  as  on  the  1st  instant. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
AHHistant  Adjutant-  Geiieral. 


Special  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Fields  Hodges^  Plantation^  Ga., 

No.  24.  )  December  4,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  5th  instant,  at  5  a.  m., 
and  march  to  the  junction  of  the  upper  and  lower  Savannah  roads, 
opposite  Guyton  (or  No.  3),  near  Branhan’s  Store.  The  pioneer 
corps  will  move  at  the  head  of  the  column,  to  repair  roads;  the  Second 
Brigade  has  the  advance,  followed  by  the  battery;  the  First  Bri¬ 
gade  will  move  in  the  center,  on  either  side  of  the  trains ;  the  Third 
Brigade  will  bring  up  the  rear.  The  trains  will  move  as  follows :  First, 
the  pioneer  corps  train;  second,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  third,  the 
First  Brigade  train ;  fourth,  the  Third  Brigade  train ;  fifth,  the  ambu¬ 
lances;  sixth,  ordnance  train;  seventh,  the  supply  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAEPEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Station  5J,  Ga.j  December  4,  1864. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutayit- General,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  We  have  marched  sixteen  miles  to-day,  and  we  encamped 
opposite  Station  5  J.  Have  destroyed  nine  miles  of  railroad.  My  cavalry 
have  been  to  near  4J,  and  skirmished  Avith  the  enemy  from  this  point  all 
the  way,  the  last  part  very  heavy.  The  enemy  are  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Little  Ogeechee  Eiver,  reiiorted  to  be  fortifying.  They  are  estimated 
at  from  2,()()0  to  5,000  strong,  and  have  artillery.  They  have  burned 
the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Little  Ogeechee  Eiver.  I  shall  have  to 
use  my  pontoons  there  to-morrow.  One  of  my  staff  and  another  officer 
who  was  with  him  in  the  advance  with  the  cavalry  report  to  me  that 
Captain  Duncan,  commanding  scouts  from  your  headquarters,  and  the 
two  of  his  men  Avho  were  shot  were  disgustingly  drunk  to-day,  and  that 
had  they  been  sober  his  men  Avould  i)robably  not  have  been  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  298.  ]  Station  5^,  Ga.,  December  4,  1864. 

I.  The  Forty-first  Illinois  Battalion,  jMajor  McFadden  commanding, 
is  hereby  temporarily  detached  from  the  Fourth  Division,  and  assigned 
to  duty  at  these  headquarters  as  provost  guard,  and  will  forthwith  re¬ 
port  accordingly. 
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II.  Oapt.  John  Berry,  Thirty- second  Illinois  Yolunteers,  command¬ 
ing  provost  guard,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  at  these  headquarters, 
and  will  at  once  reixud  with  his  command  to  his  division  commander. 

III.  This  command  will  move  forward  about  ten  miles  to-morrow,  as 
follows : 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  forward  on  the  Savannah  road  at  8  a.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  be 
prepared  to  move  at  9  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be 
prepared  to  move  at  10  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

4.  The  pontoon  train,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Eusk  commanding,  Avill  follow 
the  advance  brigade  of  the  First  Division. 

5.  The  trains  of  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
and  these  headquarters  will  move  as  heretofore. 

6.  Each  division  will  detach  a  brigade  to  destroy  two  miles  of  rail¬ 
road — the  Third  Division  commencing  at  a  point  opposite  their  camp 
and  working  east,  the  Fourth  Division  destroying  the  next  two  miles 
east,  the  First  Division  the  next  two  miles  east  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

IV.  Lieut.  Col.  D.  T.  Kirby,  picket  officer  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
will  proceed,  at  8.30  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  with  the  First  Alabama 
Cavalry  on  the  left -flank  of  the  corps,  covering  it.  On  reaching  the 
Little  Ogeechee  Eiver  he  will  cross  it  at  some  bridge  or  ford  above  the 
main  road.  If  on  crossing  the  river  the  enemy  are  retreating  he  will 
attack  them  whenever  practicable,  according  to  the  instructions  already 
received  by  him. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeyieral, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field j  Oa.,  Deeemher  4,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Seventeenth  Anny  Corps: 

My  headquarters  are  on  the  right  of  the  road  going  east,  near  Major- 
General  Sherman’s  headquarters. 

Eespectfully, 

JOS.  A.  MOWEE, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Division. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Ga.,  Deeemher  4,  1864. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  8  a.  m.  Order 
of  march:  First,  pioneer  corps;  second.  Second  Brigade;  third,  bat¬ 
tery;  fourth,  pontoon  train;  fifth,  lieadquarters  train  Military  Division 
of  the  IMississippi  and  headquarters  Seventeentli  Army  Corps;  sixth. 
Third  Brigade;  seventh,  ambulance  train;  eighth,  ordnance  train; 
ninth,  supply  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower: 

CIIAS.  CIIEISTENSEK, 

Lieut. ^  Aide-de-Camp  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  \  PIdqrs.  Fourth  1)iv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  — .  j  J^ear  Station  No.  Ga.,  December  P,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  298,  army  corps  headquar¬ 
ters,  this  division  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  9  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

The  First  Brigade  will  have  the  advance.  The  artillery  and  trains 
will  move  relatively  in  the  same  order  as  to-day. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Avill  com¬ 
mence  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  (leaving  camp  at  6  a.  m.  to-mor¬ 
row),  commencing  at  a  point  two  miles  east  of  the  present  camp  of  the 
Third  Division,  and  destroy  two  miles  east  from  that  point. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CHAS.  H.  BBUSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Di  the  Fieldj  Station  No.  5J,  Central  Railroad., 

December  4,  1864 — 3.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  &c.: 

General  :  Yonr  note  of  10  a.  m.  has  been  received.  The  day  has 
been  so  good  that  General  Blair  has  got  to  the  point  on  onr  map  indi-  , 
cated  by  the  intersection  of  the  main  road  with  that  leading  through 
Sylvania,  Hunters  Mills,  and  Paris  Academy,  viz,  four  miles  west  of 
Haley ondale.  He  keeps  three  brigades  breaking  railroad  abreast  of 
him.  His  advance  on  arrival  liere  Avas  fired  on,  but  by  parties  who 
took  good  care  to  fire  at  long  range  and  take  to  their  heels.  My  judg¬ 
ment  is  that  if  any  opposition  is  made  to  us  this  side  of  Savannah  it 
will  occur  near  Ogeechee  Church,  but  Howard’s  movement  south  of 
Ogeechee,  by  Mill  Bay,  will  turn  that  position.  You  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  on  your  front,  but  should  look  to  your  rear,  especially  on 
General  Davis’  flank,  until  you  get  in  the  neck  l)etween  Ogeechee 
Church  and  Halley’s  Ferry.  I  Avant  you  to  report  to  me  frequently, 
but  in  the  absence  of  orders  to  move  your  entire  wing,  Avith  Kilpat¬ 
rick’s  cavalry,  in  the  direction  of  Springfield  and  Monteitb,  getting 
your  left  flank  on  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Bailroad,  about 
Saint  Augustine  Creek.  -General  Blair  will  continue  to  move  along 
the  railroad,  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  continue  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Ogeechee  until  abreast  of  Eden  (No.  2).  We  continue  to 
find  abundance  of  forage,  and  all  our  animals  are  in  first-rate  con¬ 
dition.  Nevertheless,  I  AA^ant  to  impress  upon  all  the  importance  of 
filling  all  empty  wagons,  as  it  may  be  to  our  interest  to  act  rapidly, 
without  waiting  to  draAV  su})plies  from  our  ucav  base.  If  our  marcljing 
on  this  flank  is  too  fast  for  you  iflease  notify  me,  and  I  will  check  it,  as 
I  am  aware  you  are  moving  on  a  large  circle.  We  heard  the  firing  to¬ 
day  Avhich  you  report,  which,  from  its  rate  of  fire,  I  inferred  to  be  from 
Kilpatrick,  who  is  fond  of  using  artillery.  I  do  not  know  that  I  reported 
to  you  that  at  ^Milieu  we  got  a  dispatch  tliat  Bragg  proposed  to  folloAv 
us,  with  19,000  men,  from  Augusta.  If  we  can  draAv  liim  doAvn  toward 
Savannah  Ave  can  turn  on  him  and  send  him  oft  at -a  tangent. 

I  am,  general,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  No.  5^,  6ra.,  December  4,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  10  a.  m.  was  received  as  the  general’s 
answer  at  3.15  p.  m.  will  show.  Since  it  was  written  a  reconnoitering 
party  sent  to  No.  has  reported  the  enemy  was  found  there  in 
force  from  2,000  to  5,000.  The  general-in-chief  wishes  you  to  swing 
around  on  the  enemy’s  rear,  if  possible,  but  keeping  in  communication 
with  General  Davis,  and  see  he  gets  in  no  trouble.  General  Howard 
also,  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  moves  down  the  Ogeechee,  and  will  turn 
the  enemy  where  he  now  opposes  us.  Please  ma^e  an  answer  by  my 
couriers,  who  will  return  here,  giving  any  information  you  may  havej 
or  if  nothing  worth  note  drop  a  line  that  we  may  know  all  is  well. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

December  4,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Divisionj  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  to-morrow  morning 
at  6.30  a.  m.,  and  make  as  much  distance  as  you  think  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  trains.  The  order  of  march  will  be  the  same  as  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thomas’’  Station.,  December  4,  1864. 

Brevet  Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  Last  night  about  11.30  o’clock  the  enemy  opened  with 
artillery  on  the  regiment  picketing  the  extremity  of  my  line,  on  the 
railroad,  toward  Waynesborough,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  here. 
The  shots  seemed  to  come  from  Napoleon  guns;  afterward  he  seemed 
to  be  intrenching  during  the  night.  Kilpatrick  thinks  that  the  light 
of  the  campaign  will  take  place  here  to-.day.  I  do  not  see  it  in  that 
light,  but  will  support  him ;  and  as  T  have  only  forty  rounds  of  ammu¬ 
nition  it  might  be  well  for  you  to  keep  a  lookout,  and  in  case  you  hear 
firing  to  any  extent  have  more  ready  to  send  me,  and,  perhaps,  also  a 
division  to  move  in  this  direction.  1  will  communicate  with  you  dur¬ 
ing  the  day. 

Respectfully, 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier- General 

40  R  r—yol  xhv 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

LiimpMn^s  Station^  Ga.,  December  4,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Your  note  is  just  received.  The  firing  last  night  was  heard  by  us,  and 
supposed  to  be  what  you  report  it.  A  demonstration  in  the  direction 
of  Waynesborough  will  keep  the  enemy  in  the  belief  that  we  are 
advancing  on  Augusta;  do  not  delay,  however,  long,  as  the  troops  on 
our  right  are  ahead  of  us  and  are  pushing.  The  Twentieth  Corps 
reached  Horse  Creek  last  night.  Morgan  is  now  on  the  march  across 
the  railroad;  he  has  all  the  trains  in  charge.  Carlin  is  destroying 
the  road,  and  will  be  on  it  until  10  or  11  o’clock. 

Yours,  truly, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Two  Miles  and  a  Half  from  Little  Ogeechee  River, 

December  4,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Tiveniieth  Corps . 

General  :  I  halted  the  cavalry  here  until  the  infantry  comes  up, 
when  I  shall  push  for  the  bridge;  the  citizens  report  it  unharmed.  I 
think  another  hour’s  march  will  bring  us  to  and  across  the  river.  Shall, 
therefore,  not  halt  for  dinner,  unless  ordered  to  do  so;  please  send 
instructions  by  bearer.  The  cannonading  on  our  left,  or  north  of  us, 
ceased  about  an  hour  ago,  only  occasional  shots  being  heard.  I  heard 
about  forty  or  fifty  shots,  and  the  cavalry  reports  that  they  heard  it 
since  daylight.  Shall  report  as  soon  as  my  scouts  return  from  the 
bridge. 

Bespectfully, 

CHAS.  W.  ASMUSSEN, 
Assistant  Inspector- Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Hear  Little  Ogeechee  Creek,  Ga.,  December  4,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that  he 
has  encamped  at  this  place.  *  The  march  to-morrow  will  be  but  six  miles 
from  this  i^oint,  and  you  may  exercise  your  discretion  whether  you  get 
up  here  to-night  or  encamp  farther  back.  In  case  you  do  not  get  up 
he  directs  that  you  resume  tlie  march  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BGBT.  r.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Aetina  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Croolced  Bmi,  Ga.,  December  4,  1864, 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Corps: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  am  encamj^ing  my  troops 
on  the  east  side  of  this  creek,  leaving  Jones’  brigade  on  the  other  side 
to  cover  the  crossing.  My  trains  commenced  crossing  the  stream  at 
dark,  at  which  time  the  last  of  the  Third  Division  trains  crossed.  It 
will  probably  occupy  nearly  all  night  to  get  my  trains  over.  In  the 
absence  of  other  orders  I  will  move  forward  as  early  as  possible  in  the 
morning. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

December  4,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Confederate  Cavalry: 

General  :  For  the  memory  of  old  associations,  please  let  Corpl.  M. 
D.  Lacey,  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  remain  to  attend  a  wounded  soldier,  one 
for  whom  you  should  have  every  respect,  for  he  is  very  brave  and  a  true 
gentleman.  Captain  Norton  was  wounded  to-day  charging  your  barri¬ 
cades.  Please  show  him  such  attention  as  is  in  your  power,  and  at  some 
future  day  you  shall  have  the  thanks  of  your  old  friend, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

U.  S.  Army. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  Dece^nber  5,  1864. 
Surgeon-General  H.  S.  Army,  Washington: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  all  supplies,  stores,  and  material 
for  General  Sherman’s  army  be  immediately  sent  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C., 
to  be  landed  at  such  place,  or  places,  as  may  be  there  ordered.  Compe¬ 
tent  officers  of  each  department  should  be  at  that  place  to  forward  and 
issue  stores  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copies  to  the  Chief  of  Commissary  Department,  Chief  Engineer,  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  and  the  Quartermaster-General,  Washington.) 


Confidential.]  December  5,  1864. 

Col.  S.  L.  Brown, 

Q.  M.,  Chief  of  Forage  Division,  No.  66  Cedar  street.  New  York: 

Colonel:  There  should  be  no  failure  in  the  shipment  of  the  daily 
supply  of  forage  ordered  for  the  army  on  the  Potomac,  the  James,  and 
those  expected  at  Port  Royal.  The  present  indications  are  that  some¬ 
where  within  reach  of  Port  Royal  General  Sherman  will  establish  his 
base  of  supplies.  I  estimate  the  number  of  animals  with  which  he  will 
reach  the  coast  at  about  32,000.  Your  shipments  should  be  sufficient 
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for  these,  in  addition  to  those  already  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 
I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  instruct  you  to  resort,  if 
necessary,  to  the  seizure  of  hay,  rather  than  allow  any  failure  to  fill  your 
orders.  Such  an  instruction  will  be  mailed  to  you  with  this.  I  need 
not  say  that  this  extreme  measure  is  to  be  avoided  if  possible  j  buf  it  is 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  country  that  the  army  trains  and  cavalry 
horses  be  kept  in  efficient  condition,  and,  rather  than  let  them  suiter, 
the  seizure  of  hay  will  be  resorted  to.  Probably,  if  you  knew  of  any 
great  stock  held  for  speculations,  on  intimation  that  if  necessary  this 
extreme  measure  will  be  employed,  it  will  induce  the  owners  to  accept 
a  reasonable  price.  For  hay  purchased  the  Department  will  pay  as 
promptly  as  possible;  hay  seized  will  only  be  paid  for  after  our  debts 
for  such  as  is  purchased  are  discharged. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster -General^  Brevet  Major-General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Ogeechee  Churchy  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Dear  General:  Since  sending  the  messenger  to  you  this  morning 
General  Blair  has  entered  this  place  almost  unopposed.  Some  field 
works  are  fresh,  and,  so  far  as  I  nave  examined,  would  be  such  as  would 
be  thrown  up  by  5,000  inexperienced  hands.  General  Slocum  reports 
he  will  be  to-night  at  the  point  where  his  road  next  north  of  this  inter¬ 
sects  the  one  from  here  to  Poor  Robin,  but  he  has  not  heard  from 
Generals  Davis  and  Kilpatrick  since  he  heard  their  firing  yesterday 
morning.  Davis  has  orders  to  move  from  the  point  where  he  separated 
from  Slocum,  viz.  Buck  Head  Church,  to  Halley’s  Ferry,  abreast  of  this 
on  the  Savannah,  via  Sylvania.  I  have  sent  a  courier  to  General  Slocum, 
to  communicate  with  General  Davis  at  once  and  report  to  me  at  what 
moment  he  will  be  ready  to  move  on.  You  will  observe  that,  with  Davis 
at  Halley’s,  we  threaten  South  Carolina,  and  to  that  extent  will  confuse 
our  enemy;  but  I  will  not  lose  a  moment,  only  we  must  move  in  concert, 
or  else  will  get  lost.  You  may  make  all  the  dispositions  to  cross  at  3, 
but  the  point  2  is  the  true  one,  unless  modified  by  local  geography.  I 
will  disturb  the  railroad  but  little  south  of  this,  as  we  may  have  use  for 
it  out  this  far.  Still,  Blair  can  burn  the  bridges  and  culverts,  and  also 
enough  cotton  gins  and  barns  to  mark  the  progress  of  his  head  of 
column.  I  don’t  want  him  to  start  till  I  know  Davis  is  abreast. 

Yours,  <&c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
Ro.  180. 

*  * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Lane's  Farm,  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 
#  *  *  #  # 


III.  First,  the  command  will  remain  substantially  to-morrow  as  in 
camp  this  evening.  Second,  General  Osterhaus  will  make  ademonstra- 
tiou  toward  Ko.  2,  and  with  his  cavalry  and  a  brigade  of  infantry  secure. 
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'  if  possible,  the  bridge  eight  miles  below  this  place.  He  will  to-night 
send  forward  parties  to  break '  the  railroad  in  two  or  three  different 
places.  The  landing  near  here  will  be  prepared  and  a  small  guard 
retained  on  either  bank  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  during  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAKT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Opposite  No.  5,  6^a.,  December  5,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  You  will  please  order  one  of  your  brigades,  equipped  in 
the  lightest  marching  order  but  with  plenty  of  ammunition,  to  rejiort 
at  these  headquarters  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow.  They  are  destined  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry  on  an  expedition  to 
take  Wright’s  Bridge  or  crossing,  eight  miles  below  here.  A  section 
of  artillery  would  be  desirable;  also  a  good  detail  of  pioneers. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  250.  )  In  the  Field^  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 

I.  Brigade  commanders  will  at  once  have  the  troops  of  their  com¬ 
mands  supplied  with  three  days’ rations  in  haversacks  and  forty  rounds 
of  ammunition  in  cartridge-boxes.  This  division  will  be  in  readiness 
to  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  or  at  an  earlier  hour  if  called  on,  toward 
the  river  crossing. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Opposite  No.  ,5,  December  5,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  slow  progress  of  the  Left  Wing  of  the  army  will  nec¬ 
essarily  detain  the  corps  at  this  place  for  a  day.  It  is  desirable,  how¬ 
ever,  that  your  column  should  move  toward  the  Savannah  road  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  headquarters.  There  is  a  road  leading  from  this  place 
to  your  camp  which  can  easily  be  repaired.  I  am  authorized  by  Major- 
General  Howard  to  make  an  attempt  to  get  i)OSsession  of  Wright’s 
Bridge,  about  eight  miles  below  this  place,  which  is  supposed  to  be 
guarded  by  the  rebels.  To  assist  this  movement  you  will  x)lease  xmsh 
one  brigade  of  your  command,  or  more  if  you  deem  it  necessary,  for¬ 
ward  to  Eden  (No.  2),  in  order  to  make  the  cavalry  in  your  front  be- 
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lieve  that  we  intend  to  force  the  bridge  there.  Only  a  demonstration 
is  intended,  but  if  the  Eden  bridge  can  be  brought  under  the  control 
of  our  guns  it  would  be  a  great  success.  I  intend  to  start  from  here 
with  another  column  by  4  a.  m.,  and  you  will  make  your  arrangements 
accordingly.  Delay  the  march  of  your  main  column  and  trains  to  this 
place  until  you  know  the  result  of  the  expedition  to  Eden.  If  success¬ 
ful  your  main  column  may  move  directly  to  that  station,  and  probably 
be  the  first  to  enter  Savannah.  The  troops  designated  for  the  expedi¬ 
tion  should  move  as  light  as  possible. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

P.  JOS.  OSTEEHAUS, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  245.  i  Stateshof'ongh,  Oa.j  December  5,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  promptly  at  6.30  a.  m.  this  day.  The 
order  of  march  will  be  the  same  as  on  the  2d  instant,  except  that  one 
regiment  instead  of  two  will  march  in  rear  of  trains  as  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ogeechee  Churchy  Ga.y  December  5,  1864. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  :  My  command  is  encamped  at  this  point.  I  would  have 
moved  to  the  point  designated  in  your  orders,  but  General  Sherman 
ordered  me  to  remain  at  this  place,  he  not  knowing  how  far  the  other 
column  on  the  left  had  advanced.  The  enemy,  numbering  about  5,000 
infantry,  left  here  early  this  a.  m.,  except  a  few  cavalry,  with  whom  I 
had  some  skirmishing.  Generals  Hardee,  Wayne,  McLaws,  and  Baker 
were  here.  I  have  not  yet  received  orders  from  General  Sherman  as 
to  my  movements  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  300.  )  Station  4J,  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 

*  #  *  *  *  *  '  * 

V.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  at  7  n.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  IM.  1).  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be 
I)repared  to  move  at  8  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 
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3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  eommaiuliiig’  First  Division,  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  move  at  9  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 

4.  The  First  Michigan  Engineer  Regiment  and  train  will  move  in 
advance  of  the  supply  train  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

5.  The  pontoon  train  and  guard,  Lieut.  Ool.  J.  M.  Rusk  commanding, 
will  follow  the  train  of  the  Third  Division. 

6.  The  trains  of  Military  Division  headquarters  and  of  these  head¬ 
quarters  will  move  as  heretofore. 

7.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  detach 
from  his  command  one  regiment  to  move  on  the  railroad,  keeping 
abreast  of  the  corps,  with  orders  to  destroy  bridges  and  culverts,  with¬ 
out  tearing  up  the  track. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

"  Station  4J,  Ga.^  December  5,  1864. 


Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commandhig  Third  Division^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 


General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  probably  there  will  be  no  movement  to-morrow. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

On  River.,  near  HunteSs  Mills,  December  .5,  1864 — 1  a.  m. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de  Camp : 

Your  dispatch  of  last  evening  is  received.  The  one  you  allude  to, 
written  at  3.15  p.  m.,  has  not  come  to  hand  yet.  Soon  after  my  dis¬ 
patch  of  10  a.  m.  yesterday  the  enemy  cut  a  mill-dam  on  Little  Horse 
Creek,  flooding  the  road  to  such  an  extent  as  to  entirely  stop  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  column  on  the  other  side.  Being  in  the  advance  I  did  not 
hear  of  this  until  I  had  nearly  reached  this  point.  All  of  Geary’s  and 
part  of  Ward’s  division  is  still  back  of  Little  Horse  Creek  (ten  miles 
from  here),  unable  to  cross.  I  cannot  move  from  here  until  they  close 
up,  which  will  probably  be  nearly  night.  I  have  learned  that  the 
Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry  passed  from  Sylvania  to  No.  5,  about  10  a. 
m.  yesterday,  and  it  is  reported  that  a  regiment  of  militia  had  gone  in 
the  same  direction.  I  have  not  heard  from  Davis,  but  think  he  is  some 
distance  in  rear.  I  think  the  two  orderlies  I  sent  to  you  at  10  a.  m. 
yesterday  must  have  been  captured,  as  there  have  been  small  squads 
of  cavalry  between  this  column  and  the  Seventeenth  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Himter^s  Mills,  December  5,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

A  ide-de-Camp  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  general’s  note  of  3.15  p.  m. 
yesterday,  which  I  siqiposed  was  captured,-  has  just  come  to  hand.  I 
liave  sent  a  staff'  officer,  with  what  cavalry  I  have  got,  to  open  com¬ 
munication  with  General  Davis  and  General  Kilpatrick,  and  hope  to 
hear  from  them  during  the  day.  This  column  is  moving  to-day,  and  the 
advance  will  probably  encamp  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  from 
Poor  Eobin  to  Ogeechee  Church. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Little  Ogeechee,  No.  4J,  December  5,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  General  Blair  is  now  crossing  Ogeechee  (Little)  at  Ko. 
4J.  It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  demonstrate  on  its  flank,  but  look  to 
collecting  your  entire  comraaTid,  including  General  Kilpatrick’s,  and 
getting  it  on  the  road  heretofore  described,  which  runs  from  Ogeechee 
Cliurch  to  Halley’s  Ferry.  Eeport  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment 
the  time  you  will  be  able  to  move  from  that  road  to  Savannah.  It  may 
be  our  interest  to  push  matters,  until,  at  all  events,  we  get  on  the 
Cliarleston  road.  Your  note  of  9  this  a.  m.  is  received,  and  do  not 
know  whether  the  rear  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  is  closed  up.  If  not,  you 
had  better  wait  until  it  is  well  closed  up,  and  also  until  you  hear  from 
General  Davis.  Tlie  two  couriers  who  brought  your  dispatch  of  10  a. 
m.  4th  played  possum,  and  instead  of  going  back  with  answer  at  3.15 
p.  m.,  as  ordered,  put  away  their  horses,  kept  out  of  my  sight,  and  sloped 
oft'  this  morning  after  daylight.  They  should  certainly  be  punished. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Di  the  Field,  No.  4J,  Central  Railroad,  December  5,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Jjeft  Wing  : 

General:  General  Blair’s  troops  secured  this  place  early  to-day, 
with  a  very  little  skirmishing,  the  movement  of  General  Howard 
having  had  the  desired  effect.  Field-works  of  a  poor  character  were 
found.  The  general-in-chief  is  desirous  of  hearing  from  you,  giving 
the  position  of  your  command  and  intelligence  from  General  Kilpatrick, 
if  any.  He  also  wishes  to  know  when  you  will  be  up  on  and  prepared 
to  move  beyond  the  Halley’s  Ferry  road.  General  Howard  is  to-night 
op])osite  No.  3.  Both  of  these  columns  will  remain  as  now  until  your 
command  is  up  and  ready  to  advance.  There  is  no  general  news. 
Yours  of  9  a.  m.  to-day  is  the  last  received. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 
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Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  27.  )  Laivtori’s  House^  Ga.^  December  5,  1804. 

General  Morgan,  with  the  advance  and  in  charge  of  the  trains  of 
his  own  and  the  trains  of  the  First  Division,  reserve  artillery,  and 
corps  ammunition  trains,  will  move  at  6.30  a.  m.,  on  the  main  river  road, 
toward  Savannah,  and  will  camp  to-morrow  night  as  far  in  advance  as 
the  roads  will  permit.  General  Carlin  will  march  (with  Colonel  Buell’s 
command  in  advance  of  him)  upon  the  road  taken  by  General  Morgan, 
starting  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  making  as  much  distance  as  possible.  Gen¬ 
eral  Baird  will  commence  crossing  Beaver  Dam  Creek  at  8  a.  m.,  and 
will  march  in  such  order  as  to  effectually  cover  in  the  rear  the  two 
divisions  in  advance,  with  their  trains.  General  Kilpatrick  will  cross 
Beaver  Dam  Creek  in  rear  of  General  Baird,  after  which  he  will 
destroy  the  bridge.  He  will  then  march  in  the  rear  of  the  column, 
disposing  his  forces  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  its  rear  and  right 
flank  from  any  sudden  dashes  of  cavalry.  Until  further  orders  the 
column  will  move  daily  in  this  order,  each  command  starting  at  6.30 
a.  m.  and  endeavoring  to  march  at  least  fifteen  miles  per  day. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

N'ear  Little  Ogeechee  Creehj  Ga.,  December  5,  1864, 
This  corps  will  march  to-morrow,  toward  Sjiringfield,  as  follows: 
Third  Division  at  6  a.  m. ;  Second  Division  at  8  a.  m. ;  First  Division 
at  9  a.  m.  The  cavalry  will  start  at  5.30  a.  m.  The  pontoon  train  will 
precede  the  wagon  train  of  the  leading  division,  and  wdll  start  from 
their  camp  at  5  a.  m.  The  wagon  train  of  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry 
division  will  be  subdivided,  under  the  superintendence  of  Capt.  H.  M. 
Whittelsey,  acting  chief  quartermaster  Twentieth  Corps,  into  three  sec¬ 
tions,  each  section  hereafter  to  march  with  and  constitute  part  of  the 
train  of  each  division,  and  will  be  taken  care  of  by  the  division  com¬ 
mander  and  treated  as  a  brigade  train.  All  other  trains  and  the  artil¬ 
lery  will  occupy  the  same  position  in  the  column  as  heretofore  ordered. 

The  order  heretofore  issued  in  reference  to  burning  buildings,  &c.,  is 
hereby  reiterated,  and  commanders  of  divisions  will  be  held  responsible 
that  it  is  obeyed.  Great  care  must  be  taken  that  the  grass  and  woods 
are  not  fired  by  the  troops,  as  such  fires  occasion  great  delay,  especially 
to  the  ammunition  train.  The  advanced  guard  is  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  arrest  all  soldiers  found  straggling  to  the  front,  and  to 
seize  all  animals  and  stores  they  may  have  in  their  possession,  and  turn 
them  over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  corps  for  confiscation.  It  is 
distinctly  understood  that  no  officer  is  authorized  to  give  permits  or 
passes  to  foraging  parties  to  go  in  advance  of  the  head  of  the  column. 
All  foraging  must  hereafter  be  done  by  the  parties  regularly  authorized 
by  the  brigade  commanders,  and  these  parties  must  be  kept  well  to¬ 
gether.  All  foraging  by  individuals  is  especially  prohibited.  Officers 
who  desire  to  send  out  their  servants  to  forage  for  their  messes  must 
send  them  with  the  party  regularly  detailed  from  the  brigades.  Forag¬ 
ing  parties  hereafter  will  not  be  less  than  100  men. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

KOBT.  r.  DEOHEBT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Litile  Ogeechee  CreeJ:^  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 
This  division  will  move  to-morrow  toward  Sxiringfield,  at  0  a.  m. 
(having  the  rear),  in  the  following  order:  First  Brigade  in  advance, 
two  regiments  to  be  iinenciimbered  with  wagons,  and  two  regiments  to 
guard  fifty  of  the  leading  wagons;  Second  Brigade  to  follow,  to  be  so 
disi^osed  as  to  guard  the  remainder  of  the  division  train,  including  a 
portion  of  the  cavalry  train;  the  Third  Brigade  to  be  rear  guard,  to  be 
preceded  by  a  battery,  and  to  be  unencumbered  with  wagons. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  K.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  BOBINSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

December  A,  1864. 

Colonel  Dustin, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade^  Third  Division: 

Colonel  :  Pursuant  to  orders  from  corjis  headquarters,  the  general 
commanding  division  directs  that  you  move  forward  with  your  entire 
brigade  and  report  to  General  Ward,  commanding  your  division. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Alexander,  Ga.,  December  5, 1864. 

Captain  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp  to  the  General-in-Chief: 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  I  attacked  Wheeler  yesterday 
morning  in  position  behind  long  lines  of  barricades,  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  Thomas’  Station  and  three  and  a  half  from  Waynesborough, 
on  the  railroad.  Wheeler  had  five  pieces  of  artillery,  and,  as  far  as  can 
be  ascertained  from  i)risoners,  about  0,000  men.  I  drove  in  his  pickets 
and  skirmish  line  at  7.30  a.  m.,  and  rode  over  his  barricades  in  less 
than  thirty  minutes.  He  left  23  dead  and  41  wounded  on  the  field.  I 
then  drove  him  from  one  position  to  another,  till  he  made  a  final  stand 
in  and  about  the  town  of  Waynesborough.  Here  his  lines  were  too 
long  to  be  flanked,  so  we  boldly  charged  and  broke  his  center.  He 
fought  stubbornly  for  a  time,  but  finally  gave  way  before  our  flash¬ 
ing  sabers,  and  in  twenty  minutes  was  retreating  in  great  confusion 
through  the  woods,  fields,  and  on  every  available  road  leading  toward 
Augusta.  I  continued  the  pursuit  upward  of  four  miles;  rushed  him 
across  and  beyond  Brier  Creek.  It  was  now  3  p.  m.,  and  being  so  far 
from  the  main  army  I  deemed  it  best  to  halt.  After  burning  various 
bridges  on  Brier  Creek  above  and  below  the  railroad  bridge,  including 
the  latter,  which  I  found  had  been  inq)erfectly  burned  before,  and,  in  fact, 
had  been  nearly  repaired,  1  retired  to  Alexander  and  went  into  camp. 
The  railroad  bridge  destroyed  is  certainly  a  very  im])ortant  one, 
reimrted  by  Colonel  Heath,  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry,  to  be  upward  of  oflfl 
feet  long.  I  have  to  thank  General  Baird  for  kindly  tendering  me  a 
brigade  of  infantry  to  support  my  attack.  The  infantry,  however,  was 
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not  engaged.  My  loss  lias  been  quite  severe,  particularly  in  borses, 
Laving  lost  upward  of  200  in  killed  and  wounded.  As  1  am  now  march¬ 
ing  in  the  rear  of  the  army  it  is  impossible  to  supply  myself  with 
fresh  animals.  I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  captured  horses  now 
with  the  different  army  corps,  and  not  needed  by  them,  be  sent  to  me, 
or  left  at  some  convenient  point  along  my  line  of  march.  The  enemy’s 
loss  is  not  known;  certainly  could  not  be  less  than  500  killed  and 
wounded,  judging  from  his  dead  left  upon  the  held,  a  large  percentage 
being  officers.  My  command  is  somewhat  jaded,  but  I  will  make  every 
effort  to  bring  it  up.  All  I  need  is  some  few  hundred  horses  to  supply 
the  place  of  those  broken  down.  These  I  could  supply  myself,  were  I 
marching  upon  the  flank  or  in  front.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  find 
a  single  horse  or  mule  in  rear  of  the  infantry;  and  would  again  most 
respectfully  urge  that  a  few  hundred  horses  be  turned  over  to  me  from 
one  or  more  of  the  army  corps  marching  on  roads  parallel  or  near  to 
my  line  of  march. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Waynesboroughj  December  5,  1864. 

General  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry^  JJ.  S.  Army  : 

General:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  to-day.  I  assure 
you  Captain  Norton  has  and  will  receive  every  attention  which  can  be 
ibestowed  upon  a  wounded  soldier.  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  he 
was  doing  well  and  out  of  pain  at  last  accounts.  Since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  sad  war  I  have  used  untiring  exertions  to  maintain  in  my 
soldiers  principles  of  chivalry  and  true  soldierly  honor.  They  have 
been  taught  to  despise  and  spurn  the  cowardly  instincts  which  induce 
low  men  to  frighten,  abuse,  and  rob  defenseless  women  and  children. 
You  allude  to  old  associations,  and  promise  to  return  any  kindness  to 
Captain  Norton.  I  have  only  to  ask,  for  the  sake  of  these  old  associa¬ 
tions,  for  your  own  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  institution  where 
military  honor  was  taught,  that  you  will  ofler  some  protection  to  the 
families  necessarily  left  defenseless,  and  not  to  leave  them  at  the  mercy 
of  a  brutal  soldiery.  By  so  doing,  not  only  will  other  advantages  be 
gained,  but  your  name  will  stand  before  the  world  in  a  much  more 
enviable  light.  It  is  useless  for  me  to  recount  the  atrocities  committed ; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  history  of  no  war,  however  barbarous,  can  tell 
of  atrocities  equal  to  those  daily  and  hourly  committed  by  your  com¬ 
mand. 

Resiiectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 
Major-General,  C.  S.  Army. 


Hilton  Head,  S.  (h,  December  5,  1804. 

Maj;  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 

General:  The  telegraph  operator  here  has  just  received  a  dispatch 
from  Port  Royal  Ferry,  stating  tliat  a  rebel  oflicer  wlio  has  deserted 
brings  information  that  General  Sherman  is  within  sight  of  Savannah, 
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and  tliat  all  of  the  women  and  children  were  sent  out  of  the  city  last 
night.  I  send  you  by  the  Charles  Houghton  some  letters  handed  me 
by  Captain  Burger,  and  also  a  package  from  Mrs.  Foster.  Colonel 
Mulford  has  just  returned  from  Charleston,  but  brings  no  news. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  THOMAS, 

Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

U.  8.  Steamer  Memaha,  December  5,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Field  Division : 

General  :  You  will  have  all  the  white  regiments  of  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Potter’s  command  prepare  at  once  two  days’  rations  (cooked, 
if  time  permits),  and  twenty  extra  rounds  of  ammunition  in  pockets, 
and  move  to  the  landing  to-night  as  early  as  possible,  for  embarkation 
on  transports.  The  naval  brigade  will  be  relieved  immediately  and 
report  to  the  admiral,  the  horses,  carts,  &c.,  to  remain  as  at  present,  in 
charge  of  the  naval  brigade.  Yon  will  have  Day’s  battery  also,  with 
two  days’  rations,  rei)ort  at  the  dock  at  daylight  to-morrow,  to  embark 
to  follow  and  join  Potter’s  brigade.  The  remaining  regiments  of  your 
command  you  will  dispose  of  to  the  best  advantage,  to  hold  your  present 
position  as  long  as  possible.  One  of  the  batteries,  with  a  regiment  in 
reserve,  may,  if  you  prefer,  be  placed  on  the  interior  line  of  defense. 
Have  this  movement  made  as  silently  as  possible,  so  as  not  to  betray 
it  to  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  B.  DEAN, 

Lieut.j  127th  Few  Yorh  Vols..  Acting  AssistarU  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  6,1864. 

(Received  15th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

On  reflection  since  sending  my  letter  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant 
Dunn  I  have  concluded  that  the  most  important  operation  toward  clos¬ 
ing  the  rebellion  will  be  to  close  out  Lee  and  his  army.  You  have  now 
destroyed  the  roads  of  the  South,  so  that  it  will  probably  take  three 
months,  without  interruption,  to  re-establish  a  tlirough  line  Irom  east  to 
west.  In  that  time  I  think  the  job  here  will  be  ettectually  completed. 
My  idea  now,  then,  is  that  you  establish  a  base  on  the  sea-coast, 
fortify,  and  leave  in  it  all  your  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  enough  infan¬ 
try  to  protect  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  so  threaten  the  interior  that 
the  militia  of  the  South  will  have  to  be  kept  at  home.  With  the  balance 
of  your  command  come  here  by  water  with  all  dispatch.  Select  your¬ 
self  the  oflicer  to  leave  in  command,  but  you  I  want  in  person.  Unless 
you  see  objections  to  this  plan,  which  I  cannot  see,  use  every  vessel 
going  to  you  for  purposes  of  transportation.  Hood  has  Thomas  close 
in  Nashville.  I  have  said  all  1  could  to  1‘orce  him  to  attai'k,  without 
giving  the  positive  order  until  to-day.  To-day,  however,  I  could  stand 
it  no  longer,  and  gave  the  order  without  any  reserve.  I  think  the 
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battle  will  take  place  to-morrow.  The  result  will  probably  be  known 
in  New  York  before  Colonel  Babcock,  the  bearer  of  this,  leaves  New 
York.  Colonel  Babcock  will  give  you  information  of  all  operations 
now  in  progress. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Confidential.]  December  6, 1804. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  VAN  Vliet, 

Quartermaster^  New  York : 

General  :  General  Slierman  appears  to  be  approaching  the  Atlantic 
coast,  and  it  is  determined  to  send  supplies  to  meet  him  at  Port  lioyal, 
or  rather  to  await  there  until  he  establishes  his  base  of  supplies.  In 
the  letter  of  this  office  dated  November  3  last  an  estimate  of  supplies 
was  sent  to  you  for  a  force  of  30,000  men.  It  is  believed  that  the  force 
with  General  Sherman  will  reach  60,000  men,  of  which  10,000  will  be 
cavalry,  and  that  he  will  have  with  him  from  sixty  to  eighty  pieces  of 
artillery  and  about  30,000  horses  and  mules.  The  supplies  ordered  on 
3d  of  November  were  divided,  one-half  to  Pensacola,  one-half  to  Port 
Boyal.  Col.  S.  L.  Brown,  chief  of  the  forage  division,  has  been  ordered 
to  send  daily  to  Port  Eoyal  forage  for  30,000  animals.  I  notice  that  in 
the  letter  of  3d  of  November  last  no  blankets  were  ordered.  I  presume, 
however,  that  under  the  general  order  to  send  clothing  to  relit  30,000 
men.  General  Vinton  turned  over  to  you  a  proper  i^roportion  of  blankets. 
You  will  call  ux)on  General  Vinton  for  the  following  clothing  and  equi¬ 
page,  which  you  will  send  to  Port  Poyal  as  soon  as  possible,  there  to 
await  news  from  General  Sherman,  which  will  determine  the  ultimate 
destination  of  the  supplies.  They  will  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Foster,  through  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Department  of  the 
South,  Maj.  C.  W.  Thomas: 

Clothing. — 30,000  sack  coats;  30,000  trowsers;  60,000  shirts;  60,000 
pairs  drawers;  60,000  i^airs  socks;  100,000  pairs  shoes  and  boots;  20,000 
foragecaps;  10,000  greatcoats;  20,000  blankets,  unless  this  number  has 
already  been  shipped;  10,000  wateriireof  blankets. 

Equipage. — 10,000  shelter-tents;  100  hospital  tents;  10,000  knapsacks; 
20,000  haversacks;  10,000  canteens;  2,000  camp  kettles;  5,000  mess  pans; 
5,000  felling  axes,  two  handles  each;  1,000  hatchets,  handled;  2,000 
spades;  2,000  picks. 

YY)u  will  also  send  the  following  quartermaster’s  stores: 

Transportation. — Wheel  harness  for  400  mules;  lead  harness  for  800 
mules ;  10,000  poundsbar-iron,  assorted ;  5,000  ])ounds  steel ;  1,000  pounds 
harness  leather;  40  sets  shoeing  tools  and  40  extra  hammers;  thread, 
wax,  needles,  awls,  &c.,  for  repairing  harness;  500  pounds  wrought 
nails ;  20  buttresses ;  200  horse  rasps ;  100  large  files,  assorted ;  50  shoeing 
knives,  extra;  4,000  pounds  manilla  rope,  assorted;  15,000  bushels 
smith’s  coal  (this  coal  will  be  ordered  from  Washington);  200  extra 
wagon  wheels;  50  extra  ambulance  wheels;  100,000  imunds  horse  and 
mule  shoes;  10,000  pounds  horse  and  mule  shoe-nails. 

All  this  should  be  done  in  such  manner  as  to  attract  as  little  atten¬ 
tion  as  possible,  and  it  is  desirable  to  give  the  enemy  no  clue  to  the 
preparations  making  for  reception  of  General  Sherman. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 

X  Quartermaster-General^  Brevet  Major-General. 
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Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington^  1).  C.,  December  6,  1864. 

Col.  Herman  Biggs, 

Quartermaster.^  Philadelphia  : 

Colonel:  You  will  send  to  Port  Koyal,  to  Maj.  C.  W.  Thomas,  the 
following  quartermaster’s  stores  (probably  they  can  be  taken  on  board 
one  of  the  light-draught  steamers  built  by  Messrs.  Cramp  &  Sons,  which 
I  suppose  to  be  ready  to  sail) :  50  extra  king  bolts;  500  linch  pins;  200 
wagon  tongues;  400  extra  wliippletrees;  50  double  trees,  ironed  ready 
for  use;  100  coupling  poles;  200  front  hounds  for  wagons;  100  hind 
hounds  for  wagons;  200  mule  hames,  ironed  ready  for  use;  200  mule 
collars;  500  wagon  bows;  100  wagon  whips;  1,000  open  links,  for  repair¬ 
ing  trace  chains;  500  open  rings;  100  water  buckets. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-  General^  Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  .  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Ogeeehee  Church,  Ga., 

No.  128.  )  December  6,  1864. 

I.  Each  army  corps  commander  will,  on  the  receipt  of  tliis  order, 
collect  from  his  command  100  horses,  the  best  adapted  to  cavalry  uses, 
together  with  a  sulhcient  number  of  mounted  negroes  to  lead  them,  and 
disi)atch  them  to  General  Slocum’s  headquarters,  for  delivery  to  the 
cavalry  command  of  General  Kilpatrick.  General  Slocum’s  command 
is  at  this  moment  near  the  intersection  of  the  road  running  through 
Statesborough  and  Armenia  to  Halley’s  Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  Kiver, 
about  six  miles  north  of  Ogeeehee  Church,  and  will  march  by  tlie  mid¬ 
dle  road  toward  Springfield. 

II.  The  officer  charged  with  these  horses  will  be  instructed  to  deliver 
them  to  any  officer  whom  General  Kilpatrick  may  appoint  to  receive 
them. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Lane^s  Farm,  Ga.,  December  6,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

Two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  (First  and  Fourth)  are  nearly 
opi)osite  Station  No.  3,  and  the  other  two  divisions  are  about  four  or 
five  miles  distant  and  abreast  of  us,  oii  the  direct  road  from  Statesbor¬ 
ough  to  Eden  Station.  Beconnaissances  are  being  made  to-day  toward 
Wright’s  Bridge  and  the  bridge  to  Eden  Station,  and  both  of  them  will 
be  secured,  if  i)0ssible.  Preparations  were  being  made  last  night  to 
cross  the  river  near  Station  No.  3,  but  when  I  learned  that  they,  the 
enemy,  had  left  Ogeeehee  Church,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  lay 
the  i)()ntoon  bridge.  I  shall  be  ready  to  move  forward  with  this 
command  when  General  Blair  leaves  Ogeeehee  Church.  I  agree  with 
you  that  Eden  Station  is  the  ])oint  to  be  made  now,  and  it  may  be 
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necessary  to  cross  still  lower  down,  as  I  learn  the  enemy  intends  to 
make  a  stand  at  that  place.  Lieutenant  Harvey,  who  was  sent  over 
last  ni,i^ht  with  a  select  party  to  strike  the  Gulf  railroad,  found  the 
bridges  across  the  Oaniiouchee  all  burned  and  the  approaches  strongly 
guarded  by  rebel  cavalry,  and  was  compelled  to  return  without  accom¬ 
plishing  his  object.  Another  party  has  been  sent  out  to  strike  for  a 
point  still  higher  up,  but  1  am  fearful  that  they  will  find  all  the  ap¬ 
proaches  well  guarded,  and  that  they  will  not  succeed  in  crossing  the 
river.  As  soon  as  I  reach  Eden  Station,  I  will  make  a  strong  demon¬ 
stration  of  infantry  toward  the  Oannouchee,  sufficient  to  enable  me  to 
cross  a  party  and  strike  the  road. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Ogeeehee  Church,  December  6,  1864 — 3A5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Com  manding  Army  of  the  Temiesscc  : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  to-day  is  just  received.  Reports  from 
General  Slocum  and  General  Kilpatrick  have  also  been  received.  The 
former  will  camp  to-night  on  Turkey  Creek,  in  advance  of  this  column, 
with  his  command  well  closed  up.  The  latter  attacked  Wheeler  near 
Thomas’  Station,  and  drove  him  through  Waynesborough  and  across 
Brier  Creek  in  confusion,  killing  and  wounding  a  number  and  captur¬ 
ing  100  of  his  men;  he  also  burned  all  the  bridges  on  Brier  Creek, 
including  (for  good)  the  railroad  bridge.  To-morrow  the  entire  army 
will  move.  General  Slocum’s  left  reaching  Ebenezer;  himself.  Spring- 
held;  and  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Guyton.  The  general-in-chief  desires 
you,  in  conjunction,  to  reach  Eden,  opposite  Ko.  2,  and  while  General 
Blair  threatens  Ko.  2  by  moving  on  Ko.  3  (Guyton),  to  effect  a  crossing 
at  or  below  Ko.  2. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  with  regard, 

L.  M,  DAYTOK, 

Aide- dc- Cam 2). 


Special  ^ 
Field  Orders,  > 
Ko.  187.  ) 

*  # 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Lances  Farm,  Ga.,  December  6‘,  1864. 


II.  The  following  movements  will  be  made  by  this  army  to-morrow, 
the  7th  instant:  First,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Eifteenth 
Army  (]orps,  will  move  forwurd  his  command,  leaving  one  division  to 
make  a  demonstration  at  Wright’s  Bridge,  concentrating  the  balance 
opposite  Eden  (No.  2),  from  which  place  he  will  push  one  division  at 
least  two  or  three  miles  below,  and  thence  make  a  demonstration  with 
one  brigade  on  the  Cannouchee  River,  crossing  a  party  at  some  point 
to  strike  and  break  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Railioad.  He  will  push 
his  pontoon  trains  well  in  advance.  Second,  Major-General  Blair,  com¬ 
manding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  his  command  toward  Eden 
(No.  2),  as  heretofore  ordered,  opposite  which  point  the  Eifteenth  Corps 
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will  await  liis  arrival.  Third,  the  cattle,  in  charge  of  Captain  Eoots 
and  Lieutenant  Todd,  will  follow  the  Fifteenth  Corps  toward  Eden 
Station.  These  headquarters  will  be  at  or  near  Wright’s  Bridge 
to-night. 

Ill  After  crossing  the  river  mounted  foragers  from  the  infantry  will 
not  be  allowed ;  the  foraging  must  be  done  on  foot.  The  horses  and 
mules  used  by  unauthorized  persons  will  be  taken  up  at  the  bridge  and 
turned  in  to  the  quartermaster’s  department.  Tliey  will  be  collected 
by  the  division  quartermaster,  who  will  consult  with  the  chief  quarter¬ 
master  of  the  army  as  to  their  further  disposition. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  ().  O.  Howard: 

'  SAME.  L.  TAGGABT, 

Assistcmt  Adjutcmt-  General, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  191.  )  Opposite  No.  3,  Ga.,  December  6,  1864. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  proceed  at  once  to  collect  all  milk  cows 
in  vicinity  of  their  respective  commands,  and  will  retain  possession 
of  the  same  until  the  army  arrives  at  its  destination,  when  they  will 
be  turned  over  to  the  medical  department  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick 
and  wounded. 

II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movements  of  the  corps  to¬ 
morrow,  the  7th  instant:  The  right  column  (Second  and  Third  Divis¬ 
ions)  will  march  from  its  present  camp  at  daybreak,  on  the  direct  road 
toward  railroad  station  No.  2  (Eden),  the  Second  Division,  Brigadier- 
General  Hazen  commanding,  having  the  advance.  On  arriving  oppo¬ 
site  the  said  station  this  division  will  be  pushed  forward  in  a  southern 
direction,  taking  a  position  near  or  at  Black  Creek,  and  there  General 
Hazen  will  order  one  brigade  to  make  a  demonstration  on  theCannou- 
chee  Kiver.  A  select  party  from  this  brigade  will  cross  the  river  at  a 
convenient  point  and  attempt  to  cut  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Eailroad. 
Some  very  reliable  and  energetic  officer  should  liave  charge  of  this 
party,  as  the  success  of  the  enterprise  will  have  great  bearing  on  onr 
future  movements.  If  the  brigade  sent  to-day  by  General  Hazen  to 
demonstrate  against  Eden  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  that  railroad 
station,  it  would  be  expedient  to  push  to  the  Caunouchee  Eiver  in 
the  morning.  Brigadier-General  Smith,  commanding  Third  Division, 
will  mass  his  command  and  corral  his  teams  opposite  No.  2.  The 
Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding,  will  march 
from  its  present  camp,  at  7  a.  m.,  to  the  Eden  Crossing  also,  where  it  will 
encamp.  The  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Woods  commanding, 
will,  until  further  orders,  remain  at  Wright’s  Bridge.  The  bridge  train 
must  be  started  to  Eden  in  advance  of  the  Fourth  Division,  for  which 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fort,  chief  quartermaster,  will  make  due  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  will  have  the  same  on  the  road  by  5  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
Corps  headquarters  will  accompany  the  Fourth  Division  and  will  be 
established  at  Eden  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assisian t  Adjutant-  GeneraL 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  246.  )  In  the  Fields  Ga.,  December  6,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  7th  instant,  in 
the  following  order :  First,  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  followed 
by  the  wagons  and  ambulances  of  the  battery ;  second,  ambulances  of 
First  Brigade  (one  for  each  regiment)  and  pioneer  corps  (one) ;  third, 
ammunition  train j  fourth,  division  headquarters  train;  fifth.  First 
Brigade  train,  including  regimental  wagons;  sixth.  Second  Brigade 
train;  seventh,  quartermaster’s  train;  eighth,  commissary  of  subsist¬ 
ence  train;  ninth,  ambulance  corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to 
regiments  and  detachments;  tenth,  regimental  wagons  Second  Brigade. 

The  infantry  will  march,  the  First  Brigade  in  advance,  upon  the 
right  flank  of  the  artillery  and  trains,  except  two  regiments  of  Second 
Brigade,  which  will  march  in  rear  of  the  trains  as  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BTJDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  I  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  25.  )  In  the  Field^  Ogeechee  River j  Ga.,  December  d,  1864. 

I.  Paragraph  I,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  8,  from  these  headquarters, 
of  date  November  18,  1864,  is  hereby  revoked. 

II.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  7th  instant,  at  6.30  a.  m., 
to  the  Eden  Crossing.  The  First  Brigade  will  have  the  advance,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  battery ;  the  Third  Brigade  will  move  in  the  center,  on 
either  side  of  the  trains;  the  Second  Brigade  will  bring  up  the  rear; 
the  pioneer  corps  will  move  in  rear  of  the  advance  guard,  and  repair 
roads  and  construct  bridges  whenever  necessary.  The  trains  will  move 
as  follows:  First,  pioneer  corps  train;  second,  First  Brigade  train; 
third.  Third  Brigade  train ;  fourth.  Second  Brigade  train;  fifth,  am¬ 
bulance  train;  sixth,  ordnance  train;  seventh,  supply  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAKPER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Ogeechee  River,  Ga.,  December  d,  1864. 

The  attention  of  brigade  commanders  is  again  directed  to  the  loose¬ 
ness  of  discipline  in  the  command  and  the  want  of  interest  manifested 
by  regimental  and  company  ofiicers  in  the  proper  control  of  their  men. 
The  indiscriminate  firing  that  has  so  disgraced  the  division  is  owing, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  fact  that  ofiicers  do  not  hold  to  a  promi)t 
responsibility  their  next  in  rank.  Wliile  the  general  commanding  is 
desirous  of  assisting  his  subalterns  in  every  way  practicable  by  his 
power  and  rank,  he  declines  peremptorily  interfering  with  their  legiti¬ 
mate  duties,  and  will  not  punish  their  men  for  violation  of  orders,  but 
hold  the  ofiicers  themselves  to  a  strict  responsibility  that  the  men  are 
properly  punished  Brigade  commanders  will  at  once  accpiuint  the 
regimental  ofiicers  that  they  must  reipiire  their  company  olficers  to 
keep  their  men  in  cam]),  and  not  allow  them  to  remove  their  arms  from 
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the  stacks  without  proper  authority  after  once  being  placed  there.  Bri¬ 
gade  coinmanders  must  further  stimulate  their  subalterns  to  use  every 
endeavor  to  maintain  an  esprit  de  corps,  and  in  various  ways  strive  to 
restore  discipline  and  order  to  their  respective  commands. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse : 

L.  CABPEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Lane’s  Farm.,  Ga.,  December  6^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  lam  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  two  divisions  of  Fifteenth  Corjis  (First  and  Fourth)  are 
nearly  opposite  Station  No.  3,  and  the  other  two  are  about  four  or  hve 
miles  distant  and  abreast  of  us,  on  the  direct  road  from  Statesborough  to 
Fden  Station.  Preparations  were  being  made  last  night  to  cross  the 
river  above  Station  No.  3,  but  when  the  general  learned  that  the 
enemy  had  left  your  front  at  Ogeechee  Church,  and  hillen  back,  he  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  lay  the  pontoon  bridge.  He,  however,  caused 
the  road  leading  to  the  ferry,  on  this  side,  to  be  repaired  by  the  i)io- 
neers,  so  that  he  could  lay  the  bridge  and  cross  a  force  quickly  to  assist 
you  in  case  it  was  neetled.  A  small  force  was  thrown  over  the  river, 
by  means  of  row-boats,  to  guard  the  crossing,  and  will  remain  there 
to-day.  Keconnaissances  are  being  made  to-day  toward  Wright’s  Bridge 
and  the  bridge  at  Eden  Station,  and  both  of  them  will  be  secured  if 
possible.  The  general  is  conhdent  that  No.  2  is  the  point  to  be  made 
now,  as  he  learns  the  enemy  propose  to  make  a  stand  there,  and  it 
may  be  necessary  to  cross  the  river  still  lower  down,  in  order  to  turn 
the  position.  Lieutenant  Harvey  was  sent  last  night,  with  a  select 
party,  to  strike  the  Gulf  road,  but  he  was  compelled  to  return  without 
accomplishing  anything.  He  found  the  bridges  across  the  Can- 
nouchee  burned,  and  the  approaches  strongly  guarded  by  rebel  cavalry. 
Another  party  lias  been  sent  to  strike  for  a  point  higher  up,  but  the 
general  thinks  it  barely  possible  that  they  will  be  successful.  As  soon 
as  this  command  reaches  Fden  Station,  the  general  inteuds  to  make  a 
strong  demonstration  of  infantry  toward  the  Cannouchee,  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  cross  a  party  and  reach  the  road.  The  general  desires 
that  you  will  notify  him  when  you  move  from  Ogeechee  Church. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  STRONG, 
Assistant  Inspector -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Ogeechee  Church.,  Ga.,  December  6‘,  1864. 

Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps : 

General:  The  army  being  now  in  ])osition  ready  for  farther  move¬ 
ments,  the  general-in-chief  directs  that  you  move  your  command  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  on  the  Savannah  road,  via  Guyton,  and  leaving  Fden 
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(No.  2)  to  your  right,  as  rapidly  as  you  may  wish  to  march.  He  will 
accompany  your  column,  and  if  occasion  requires  will  modify  these 
orders. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

You  will  keep  a  small  force  moving  abreast  of  your  column  on  the 
railroad,  with  orders  to  burn  all  bridges  and  culverts,  but  need  not 
tear  up  or  burn  track. 

L.  M.  DAYTON 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

l7i  the  Field,  Ga.,  Deceinher  6,  1864. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  iirepared  to  march  to-morrow  at 
9  a.  m.  Order  of  march:  First,  pioneer  corps;  second,  Third  Brigade; 
third,  Company  C,  First  Michigan  [Artillery];  fourth.  First  Brigade; 
fifth.  Second  Brigade;  sixth,  ambulance  train;  seventh,  ordnance 
train;  eighth,  supply  train.  Brigadier-General  Sprague  will  designate 
one  regiment  to  march  in  rear  of  the  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  xV.  Mower: 

CHxVS.  CHKISTENSEN, 

Lieut.,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  167. 

*  * 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Station  No.  4J,  Ga.,  December  6,  1864. 
*  *  #  *  # 


III.  This  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  8  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  B.  K.  Scott  commanding,  will  have 
the  advance.  Artillery  and  trains  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett : 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjuta^it- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  intersection  Mill  Ray  a7id  Ralley^s  Ferry  Road, 

December  6,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Ai(h-de-  Camp : 

Your  note  of  yesterday  is  received.  The  officer  I  sent  to  open  com¬ 
munication  with  General  Davis  returned  last  night.  Kilpatrick’s  fight 
with  Wheeler  (the  4th)  commenced  near  Tliomas’  Station,  from  which 
point  Kilpatrick  drove  the  enemy  through  Waynesborough  and  across 
Brier  Creek.  He  burned  tlie  railroad  bridge  over  that  stream  and  all 
the  road  bridges  between  tliei  e  and  Jacksonborougli.  Kilpatrick  lost 
in  killed  and  wounded  about  200  men,  and  brought  in  100  prisoners. 
Two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  with  the  entire  corps  train, 
encamped  last  night  at  Buck  Creek  Post-Office;  the  other  division,  with 
Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  was  at  Jacksonborougli.  The  Twentieth  Corps  is 
well  closed  up  at  this  point,  and  moving  this  morning,  in  the  absence 
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of  further  orders,  I  shall  push  both  columns  forward  as  rapidly  as  pos¬ 
sible,  encamping  the  Twentieth  Corps  to-night  near  Turkey  Creek,  and 
to-morrow  night  at  Springfield.  Both  columns  are  in  good  condition, 
and  can  be  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  you  think  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  No.  4J,  Ogeechee  Church.^  December  6’,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  7  a.  m.  is  received;  General  Kilpatrick 
has  also  reported  his  operations.  The  general-in-chief  desires  you  to 
rather  decrease  your  rate  of  movement  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  than  to 
push  it,  in  order  to  let  Davis  get  up  abreast  of  it.  He  will  put  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  in  motion  to-morrow,  and  it  will  reach  to  the  vicinity 
of  Guyton  (Ko.  3) ;  you  will  be  able  to  follow  its  progress  by  the  smokes. 
General  Howard  will  move  by  the  road  south  of  the  river  to  Eden  (No. 
2),  and  probably  cross  there.  The  general  will  move  with  General  Blair. 
There  is  no  news  worth  reporting,  save  the  general  feels  convinced  that 
the  Charleston  road  is  broken.  Citizens  report  our  fleet  off  Savannah, 
sending  up  rockets  nightly,  so  it  is  on  the  watch  for  us. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

December  6^  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 


Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-  Gamp : 

I  have  the. honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Twentieth  Corps  is  on  the 
march,  and  getting  on  finely.  The  head  of  the  column  is  now  thirteen 
miles  from  Springfield.  We  shall  camp  to-night  near  Turkey  Creek 
and  to-morrow  beyond  Springfield  as  far  as  possible.  Generals  Davis 
and  Kilpatrick  are  well  up  on  our  left.  Please  indicate  what  road  I 
shall  take  after  reaching  Springfield.  I  sent  you  a  communication  at 
8  a.  m.  to-day,  giving  particulars  of  Kilpatrick’s  fight  and  positions  of 
all  of  this  wing.  Kilpatrick  was  successful;  and  everything  is  moving 
on  finely. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j  Ogeechee  Church.,  December  6',  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Ijcft  Wing: 

General  :  Your  dispatch  of  1.30  p.  m.  is  just  received,  as  also  yours 
of  7  a.  m.,  which  Avas  answered.  The  general  is  pleased  at  the  progress 
of  General  Davis,  but  not  knoAving  Avhere  he  Avas,  it  compelled  the 
halting  of  this  column  here  to  close  uj).  To-morroAV  the  general-in- 
chief  expects  General  IIoAvard  to  be  at  Eden  (No.  2),  General  Blair  at 
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Guyton,  and  if  General  Davis’  head  of  column  reaches  Ebenezer,  and 
can  lay  a  bridge  over  that  creek,  it  will  answer.  He  wishes  you  not  to 
pass  Springfield,  but  from  there  to  communicate  with  him  at  Guyton; 
but  in  the  absence  of  orders,  the  movement  for  the  day  following  should 
be  such  as  to  place  General  Davis  at  or  in  advance  of  Saint  Augustine 
Creek,  and  the  column  you  are  with  at  or  near  Monteith.  General 
Blair  will  be  at  Eden  2),  and  Howard  will  cross  the  river. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Gamp. 


Three  Miles  from  Eoad  Leadino  from 

OoEECHEE  Church  to  Halley’s, 

Decemher  6,  1864. 

[General  J.  C.  Davis:] 

General  :  The  Fifteenth  Corps  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ogeechee 
at  No.  3.  The  Seventeenth  is  on  this  side  at  No.  4J.  The  Twentieth 
Corps  will  encamp  to-night  on  Turkey  Creek,  and  to-morrow  at  Spring- 
field.  Your  corps  must  follow  the  road  you  are  now  on,  and  reach  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  at  Saint  Augustine  Creek,  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Fill  your  wagons  with  corn  if  possible.  Communicate 
with  me  as  often  as  once  a  day  if  you  can,  as  General  Sherman  makes 
very  frequent  inquiry, 

Y^ours,  &c., 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Majo7'-  Oeyieral, 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Turkey  Creek,  Ga.,  Decemher  6,  1864. 

This  corps  will  continue  the  march  to-morrow  in  the  same  order  as 
to-day,  each  division  starting  at  7.30  a.  m.  Generals  Geary  and  Jack- 
son  will  start  all  their  pioneers,  at  daybreak,  to  repair  the  road  they  are 
to  pass  over.  The  iiioneer  battalion  of  the  corps,  with  all  the  pioneers 
of  the  Third  Division  and  the  pioneer  detail  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana 
Volunteers,  will  start  at  daybreak,  escorted  by  the  cavalry  of  Colonel 
Hughes,  and  repair  the  roads  toward  Springfield.  Division  com¬ 
manders  will  afford  all  assistance  that  may  be  needed  by  the  pioneers. 
All  bad  places  in  the  road  must  be  corduroyed,  as  it  is  ascertained  that 
no  other  method  of  repairing  them  is  durable  enough  to  pass  the  whole 
train  over.  It  is  desired  that  the  whole  corps  reach  Springfield  to¬ 
morrow.  The  tool  wagons  of  the  center  and  rear  divisions  will  move 
at  the  head  of  the  division  trains,  and  those  of  the  leading  division  in 
advance  of  the  i)ontoon  train. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

EOBT.  V.  DFCHEET, 
Captam  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Turkey  Creek,  Ga.,  Decemher  6,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Cormnandmg  First  Divismi: 

General:  The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  get  the  head  of 
your  ( olumn  up  as  far  as  possible  to-day,  and  at  dark  halt  and  encamp 
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wlierevei  you  may  be.  He  wishes  you  to  advise  him  at  once  upon 
encamping  wliere  you  are.  In  the  absence  of  further  orders  he  wishes 
you  to  move  early  in  the  morning. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oener at. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

SmoMs  llouscj  Ga.j  December  6‘,  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow  at  (>  a.  m.  (being  in  the  rear),  in 
the  following  order:  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  to  be  unencumbered 
with  wagons,  except  one  regiment,  which  will  guard  thirty  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  wagons;  Third  Brigade  next,  to  guard  the  remainder  of  the  trains, 
including  cavalry  train;  the  First  Brigade  in  rear,  to  be  preceded  by  a 
battery  of  artillery,  and  to  be  unencumbered  with  wagons. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  ROBINSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Fear  Turhey  Creek,  Ga.,  December  6,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

Geni^^.ral  :  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Third  Division  has 
encamped  on  the  east  side  of  Turkey  Creek,  as  laid  down  on  the  map. 
The  general  commanding  wishes  your  division  to  encamp  at  the  cross¬ 
roads  about  one  mile  west  of  this  place  if  possible.  In  the  absence  of 
further  orders  your  command  will  move  early  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  No.  4J,  Ogeechee  Church,  December  6,  1864. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Comnianding  Cavalry  : 

General:  Your  report  of  December  5  has  been  received,  and  gives 
the  general-in-chief  great  satisfaction.  He  begs  you  to  convey  to  your 
command  his  thanks  for  their  gallant  and  valuable  services  in  driving 
the  enemy  in  confusion  from  beyond  Brier  Creek,  and  in  destroying 
those  bridges,  so  useful  to  the  enemy.  At  your  suggestion,  he  has 
ordered  each  army  corps  commander  to  select  from  his  command  100 
cavalry  horses,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  negroes  to  lead  them,  and  to 
conduct  them  for  your  use  to  General  Slocum’s  column,  which  is  now 
on  the  middle  Savannah  road,  where  it  crosses  the  Statesborougli  and 
Halley’s  Ferry  road.  A  copy  of  that  order  is  inclosed,*  and  you  can 
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adopt  your  own  course  to  secure  them.  You  may  always  rely  upon  the 
general  for  cavalry  horses,  as,  in  order  to  keep  you  well  mounted,  he  will 
dismount  every  person  connected  with  the  infantry  not  necessary  for 
its  efficient  service,  and  take  team  horses,  even  if  the  wagons  and  con¬ 
tents  have  to  he  burned.  On  this  flank  matters  have  moved  smoothly, 
and  as' we  are  a  good  distance  in  advance  are  lying  by  for  General 
Davis  and  yourself  to  get  up  abreast.  General  Howard  is  now  near 
Dranhan’s  Store,  west  of  the  Ogeechee,  abreast  of  Springtield.  General 
Blair  is  here  at  Ogeechee  Church,  where  McLaws  Avith  about  5,000  men 
had  prepared  quite  an  extensive  line  of  intrenchments,  but  HoAvard’s 
movement  outflanked  him,  and  he  quit  a\  ithont  a  fight,  and  is  iioav  sup- 
]msed  to  be  at  Eden  (Ko.  2).  General  Slocum  is  about  six  miles  north  of 
(Jgeechee  Church,  waiting  for  General  Davis  to  get  uj)  abreast  on  the 
Halley’s  Ferry  road.  As  soon  as  all  are  up  Ave  Avill  move  on  Savannah 
by  the  four  main  roads  from  Branhan’s  Store,  Ogeechee  Church,  Spring- 
field,  and  the  SaAmnnah  Kiver  road.  As  Wheeler  is  disposed  of  you 
might,  for  the  sake  of  forage,  divide  your  command,  coming  together, 
say,  about  Monteith.  We  find  a  great  deal  of  forage,  but  presume  our 
infantry  trains  consume  it  all ;  still,  they  do  not  seem  to  knoAA^  that  rice 
in  the  straw,  fed  in  moderation,  is  a  most  excellent  forage;  and  you 
can  take  advantage  of  it,  as  you  will  find  an  abundance  along  the  Savan¬ 
nah  and  Ogeechee  Fivers.  As  you  come  doAvn  make  a  good  deal  of 
smoke'and  fuss  about  Halley’s  (now  Hutchinson’s)  Ferry  and  Sister’s 
Ferry,  as  though  threatening  to  cross  into  South  Carolina,  and  should 
Ebenezer  Creek  be  up,  send  word  to  General  Davis  to  leave  his  bridge 
doAAm  until  you  are  across.  No  iieAvs  from  the  outside  Avorld  of  any 
interest;  but  the  fleet  is  known  to  be  watching  for  us,  as  the  citizens 
report  it  sending  up  rockets  every  night. 

I  am,  general,  with  much  regard, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

December  6>,  1864. 

I  take  great  pleavsure  in  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  general-in-chief, 
expressed  inofficial  communication*  of  to-day,  to  the  gallant  officers 
and  men  of  my  command  for  the  brilliant  cavalry  action  and  victory  at 
Waynesborongh.  He  desires  me  to  thank  you  for  this  victory  over 
superior  numbers,  and  for  the  invaluable  service  rendered,  assuring  you 
that  he  Avill  see  that  the  command  is  Avell  mounted,  if  he  has  to  take 
horses  from  the  infantry  teams  and  burn  the  Aragons  and  contents. 
Soldiers!  you  liave  AAmn  the  admiration  of  the  united  Army  of  the 
Union,  now  SAveeping  oiiAvard  to  victory,  and  the  respect  and  thanks  of 
the  great  Sherman.  Soldiers!  I  congratulate;  I  am  proud  to  command 
you. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick: 

L.  G.  ESTES, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


See  next,  ante. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island^  December  6‘,  186-i. 

Lienteiiaiit-Coloiiel  Mulford, 

U.  8.  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners : 

Colonel  :  For  your  information,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate 
the  following  facts  relative  to  the  liag  of  truce  commenced  in  Charles¬ 
ton  Harbor  on  Sunday,  the  4th  instant: 

In  accordance  with  the  mutual  understanding,  our  own  and  the 
enemy's  batteries  ceased  firing.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 
instant  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  sharpshooters  from  Fort  Sumter 
upon  our  batteries  on  the  north  end  of  Morris  Island.  After  this  had 
continued  for  an  hour,  I  ordered  our  guns  and  mortars  to  open  on  Sum¬ 
ter  and  James  Island,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  another  hour.  At 
this  time,  a  small  boat,  displaying  a  white  flag,  appeared  off  Fort  Sum¬ 
ter;  a  boat  from  the  picket  monitor  went  to  meet  it,  and  received  the 
following  communication  to  me  from  the  officer  commanding  at  Fort 
Sumter : 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.,  December  5,  1864. 
Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  on  Morris  Island  : 

Sir:  Having  j ust  been  informed  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  continuance  of 
the  truce  which  commenced  yesterday,  I  l)eg  leave  to  offer  an  apology  for  having 
tired  upon  the  batteries  on  the  northern  end  of  Morris  Island  this  morning  with 
sharpshooters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  HUGQENIN, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

To  this  communication  I  forwarded  the  following  reply : 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

•  ■  Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  December  5,  1864. 

Capt.  T.  A.  Huguenin, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  in  Fort  Sumter: 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  a.  ni.,  in  explanation  of  the  firing  from  Fort 
Sumter,  is  received.  The  explanation  is  satisfactory.  The  firing  from  the  batteries 
on  this  island  will  be  discontinued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  '  '  E.  N.  HALLO  WELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Since  the  above  correspondence  there  has  been  an  entire  cessation  of 
firing  on  both  sides.  In  case  of  any  probable  discussion  of  tlie  matter 
between  yourself  and  the  Confederate  agent,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to 
apprise  you  of  the  circumstances  of  the  affair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  N.  HALLO  WELL, 

Colonel  Fifty  fourth  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Commanding  District. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Jenhs'  Bridge.,  Ga.,  December  7,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

On  the  arrival  of  the  bridge  at  this  })oint.  Captain  Ileese,  finding  the 
enemy  on  the  other  shore,  threw  over  a  regiment  of  Hazeif  s  division  in 
boats  and  cleared  the  way.  The  bridge  was  immediately  laid,  and  a 
brigade  of  General  Corse’s  division.  General  Kice  commanding,  pushed 
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over,  met  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  about  500  yards  beyond,  drove  them, 
and  routed  a  battalion  of  rebels,  behind  rail  piles,  in  a  very  handsome 
manner,  capturing  17  prisoners,  and  killing  and  wounding  several.  He 
lost  2  killed  and  2  or  3  wounded.  He  then  pushed  on  to  Twenty-Mile 
Station.  General  Woods’  brigade  from  Wright's  Bridge  formed  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  General  Eice  near  that  point.  These  troops  are  all  I  have 
now  near  Station  E^o.  the  rest  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  is  still  on  this 
side  of  the  Ogeechee.  I  propose  while  General  Blair  is  coming  up 
to-morrow  to  reconnoiter  down  both  banks  of  the  Ogeechee,  break  the 
Gulf  railroad,  and  secure,  if  possible,  the  wagon  road  bridges.  It  is 
again  reported  by  General  Hazen  that  our  prisoners  are  on  the  Gulf 
road,  but  only  seventy  miles  out,  at  a  place  called  Doctor  Town.  Pris¬ 
oners  and  negroes  report  breast- works  in  progress  of  construction  about 
twelve  miles  from  Savannah.  They  claim  to  have  17,000  men  with 
which  to  man  them.  We  shall  soon  see.  I  send  yesterday’s  papers. 
Schofield  victory  is  not  quite  satisfactory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Jenks’  Bridge^  Ga.^  December  7,  1864. 


III.  This  army  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows:  First,  Major-General 
Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Oorj)S,  will  move  his  Fourth 
Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding,  toward  Station  No.  l,on 
the  Gulf  railroad,  and  between  the  Ogeechee  and  Little  Ogeechee  Kivers, 
reaching,  if  possible,  the  Savannah  Canal,  and  reconnoitering  thence 
to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy’s  forces,  and  securing,  if  possible, 
the  bridge  across  the  Ogeechee  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cannouchee. 
Second,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  ot  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will 
leave  the  i)rincipal  part  of  their  trains  at  Jenks’  Bridge,  and  be  moved 
to,  or  near  to,  the  Cannouchee  Eiver;  thence  it  will  reconnoiter  for  the 
purpose  of  breaking  the  Gulf  railroad,  and,  if  possible,  securing  the 
Ogeechee  bridge,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cannouchee.  Third,  the  Third 
Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding,  will  remain  near  Jenks’ 
Bridge,  and  guard  his  own  trains  and  those  of  the  other  divisions  left 
there.  Fourth,  the  spare  boats  of  the  pontoon  bridge  will  be  sent  for¬ 
ward  to  General  Hazen,  under  an  efficient  officer,  with  a  detachment  of 
pontoniers,  leaving  camp  to-morrow  at  5  a.  m.;  this  is  to  facilitate  the 
crossing  of  trooiis  at  the  Cannouchee.  Fifth,  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
will  continue  to  pursue  the  direct  Savannah  road,  and  pass  at  least 
three  miles  sonth  of  Station  No.  2.  Sixth,  the  cattle,  in  charge  of 
( 'ai)tains  Eoots  and  Douglass  and  Lieutenant  Todd,  will  remain  in  this 
vicinity  to-morrow.  Seventh,  these  headquarters  will  move  at  9  a.  m. 
to  some  point  in  the  vicinity  ot  No.  2,  following  the  Fourth  Division, 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  General  Woods  will  cause  the  brigade  of  his 
division  now  at  Station  No.  2  to  remain  there  until  relieved  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 


SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Fifteenth  Arma"  Corps, 

No.  192.  (  Jenhs'  Bridge.^  Ga.j  December  7,  1864. 

I.  The  movements  of  the  corps  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows :  First, 
the  First  and  Second  Divisions  will,  after  leaving  the  principal  part  of 
their  trains  at  Jenks’  Bridge,  move  from  their  i)resent  camps,  at  7  a.  m., 
to  a  point  near  the  month  of  the  Oannouchee  Eiver,  with  a  view  to 
crossing  that  stream  and  breaking  the  Gnlf  railroad,  and,  if  possible, 
securing  tlie  Ogeechee  bridge.  Brigadier- General  Woods  will  cause 
the  brigade  of  Ids  division  now  at  Station  No.  2  to  remain  there  until 
relieved  by  the  arrival  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Second,  the 
Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding,  will,  at  7  a.  m.' 
move  from  its  present  camp  toward  Station  No.  1  of  the  Gulf  railroad, 
and  between  the  Ogeechee  and  Little  Ogeechee  Bivers,  reaching,  if 
possible,  the  Savannah  Canal,  and  reconnoitering  thence  to  ascertain 
the  position  of  the  enemy’s  forces,  and  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  bridge 
across  the  Ogeechee  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cannouchee  Elver. 
Third,  the  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding,  will 
remain  near  Jenks’  Bridge,  and  guard  its  own  trains  and  those  of  the 
other  divisions  left  there.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale,  commanding 
engineer  troops,  will  cause  the  extra  pontoons  and  chess  wagons,  with 
necessary  detail,  to  accompany  the  Third  Division.  Corps  headquar¬ 
ters  will  move  with  the  Second  Division. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P,  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Afisisia ut  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Special 

Field  Orders,  | 
No.  26.  ' 

*  5F 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Ogeechee  Blver^  Ga.,  December  7,  1864. 
***** 


II.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow,  the  8th  instant,  at  5.30 
a.  m.,  with  two  days’  rations  in  haversacks,  as  follows: 

The  Third  Brigade  will  have  the  advance,  followed  by  the  pioneer 
corps,  and  then  the  battery;  the  Second  Brigade  will  move  in  the  cen¬ 
ter,  followed  by  the  trains  hereafter  designated;  the  First  Brigade  will 
bi  ing  up  the  rear.  The  battery  will  take  three  wagons  loaded  with 
canister,  two  Wagons  loaded  with  shell,  and  one  wagon  loaded  with 
shot.  Each  brigade  will  take  five  ordnance  wagons  loaded  with  cali¬ 
ber  .58,  and  for  each  regiment  armed  with  Henry  rifies  one  wagon-load 
of  that  kind  of  ammunition  will  be  taken.  The  pioneer  (‘orps  will  be 
a('companied  by  its  tool  wagons,  and  two  ambulances  will  be  taken  for 
each  regiment.  The  command  will  cross  to  the  east  side  of  the  Ogee- 
cl  ee  Eiver,  and  take  the  first  right-hand  road  leading  to  the  canal  and 
to  the  Station  No.  1  on  the  Gnlf  railroad.  The  First  Brigade,  Avhich  is 
now  occupying  the  east  side  of  the  river,  will  join  the  command  and 
1)1  ing  up  the  rear.  The  remainder  of  the  trains  will  move,  nnder  the 
dii  ection  of  C/ajit.  H.  E.  Benjamin,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  of 
this  division,  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  First  Brigade,  go  in 
])ark  there,  and  remain  nnti]  further  orders.  Brigade  commanders  will 
keep  their  men  well  in  hand,  and  will  allow  no  foraging. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  CAE  PEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  301.  )  Station  o,  Ga.^  December  7,  1864, 

#  *  *  *  *  #  * 

II.  Moaiited  foragers  from  the  infantry  will  not  hereafter  be  per¬ 
mitted  ;  foraging  must  be  done  on  foot  by  the  infantry  details.  All 
animals  now  used  by  infantry  foragers  must  be  turned  in  at  once  to 
the  division  quartermasters,  to  be  disposed  of  by  them  as  the  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  corps  may  direct. 

III.  This  command  will  move  forward  to-morrow  as  follows : 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  8  o’clock. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  Avill  follow 
the  First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9  o’clock. 

4.  The  First  Kegiment  Michigan  Engineers  will  be  prepared  to  move 
at  7.30  a.  m.,  and  the  regiment  will  move  at  the  head  of  the  column, 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  tools  for  clearing  or  repairing  the  road. 
Their  train  will  move  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  Third  Division. 

5.  The  pontoon  train,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Eusk  commanding,  will  move 
in  rear  of  the  First  Division  train.  The  train  of  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi  and  of  these  headquarters  will  move  as  here¬ 
tofore. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  0 eneral. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Near  8tatio7i  No.  J,  Ga.,  Dece^nher  7,  1864. 
The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  prepared  to  march  to-morrow  at 
7  a.  m.  Order  of  march:  First,  pioneer  corps;  second,  First  Brigade; 
tliird,  battery;  fourth.  Second  Brigade;  fifth.  Third  Brigade;  sixth, 
ambulance  train;  seventh,  ordnance  train;  eighth,  supply  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower: 

CHAS.  CHEISTENSEN, 

Lieut.,  Aide-de-Gamj)  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  168.  )  Near  Station  No.  3,  Ga.,  December  7,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  First  Bri¬ 
gade,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have  the  advance. 
Artillery  and  trains  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  A djuta^it-  G eneral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Meld,  Two  Miles  aiid  a  Half  from  No.  3, 

December  7,  1864. 

AFaj or- General  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  Owing  to  the  rain,  General  Blair  did  not  reach  Guyton 
to-day,  but  is  at  this  point,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  northwest  of  Guy- 
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ton.  The  bridge  over  the  small  stream  without  name  is  burned,  and  some 
obstructions  there  are  now  being  removed,  so  that  early  in  the  morning 
his  column  will  move  right  forward  on  the  road  which  passes  about  two 
miles  west  of  Guyton  and  about  the  same  distance  east  of  Eden,  where 
your  road  and  ours  come  together.  It  will  be  well  if  you  can  find  a 
road  passing  from  Springfield  to  Monteith  and  Pooler,  and  General 
Davis  should  be  instructed  to  reach  Saint  Augustine  and  the  vicinity  of 
Cherokee  Hill.  He  must  first  secure  the  road  indicated  from  Clierokee 
Hill  to  Silk  Hope  and  Litchfield.  We  hear  that  the  enemy  is  fortifying 
in  a  semi  circle  around  and  about  four  miles  from  Savannah. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Springfield,  December  7,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 


Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

Captain:  The  Twentieth  Army  Corps  will  be  well  closed  at  this 
point  to-night.  Morgan’s  division,  of  the  Fourteenth,  encamped  last 
night  nine  miles  south  of  Halley’s  Ferry j  the  other  two,  at  the  ferry; 
cavalry,  four  miles  in  rear.  Davis  wrote  me  he  should  make  twenty 
miles  to-day,  which  will  bring  him  well  up  with  this  corps.  I  shall 
await  orders  at  this  point. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Di  the  Field,  Two  Allies  and  u  Half  from  Guyton, 

December  7,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  3  p.  m.  just  received.  All  very  well. 
The  general  wrote  you  an  hour  since  describing  the  march  of  to-day  and 
giving  orders.  He  now  wishes  you  to  move  on  Savannah,  with  your 
command  well  in  hand.  General  Davis  to  reach  the  railroad  about  Saint 
Augustine  Creek,  and  your  column  to  be  in  communication  with  General 
Blair  about  Pooler.  He  will  not  expect  your  Twentieth  Corjis  to 
reach  to-morrow  further  than  the  vicinity  wliere  the  road  you  are  on 
comes  into  the  road  General  Blair  moves  on;  but  if  you  can  find  a  road 
to  the  left  leading  to  Pooler,  it  is  desirable  General  Davis  should  be 
abreast.  A  Savannah  ])a])er,  5th,  says  Hood  attacked  Thomas  at  Frank¬ 
lin,  and  was  defeated,  with  loss  of  6,000,  and  1,000  prisoners;  Yankee 
loss,  500.  Copied  from  Yew  York  papers. 

1  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Four  Miles  from  Spring fielf  December  7,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  this  column 
will  probably  reach  Springfield  to-night.  We  find  the  roads  badly 
obstructed,  and  the  rain  is  constantly  making  tliem  worse.  The  Sev¬ 
enteenth  Corps  will  be  at  Guyton  (No.  3,  Central  railroad)  to-niglit  and 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  at  or  near  Eden  (No.  2);  they  are  crossing  to-day. 
The  general  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  will  not  give  up  the 
^Charleston  and  Savannah  road  without  a  fight,  and  thinks  you  may  be 
attacked  at  any  time  before  you  reach  that  road.  He  desires  me  to 
suggest  that  you  sti'engthen  your  advance  guard,  keej)  your  column 
well  closed  up,  and  let  Kilpatrick  take  care  of  your  rear.  Please  indi¬ 
cate  where  you  will  probably  encamp  to  night,  and,  if  ])ossible,  com¬ 
municate  with  us  to-morrow.  We  shall  not  move  beyond  Springfield 
until  further  orders  and  until  we  know  where  your  column  is. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  KODGEKS, 
Assistant  Adj iitant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Five  Miles  North  of  Sister^s  Ferry^  December  7, 1864 — 3.10  p.  m. 
Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Left  Wing: 

Colonel:  Your  dispatch  by  Corporal  Cureton  and  party  is  just 
received.  My  advance  division  took  dinner  at  Sister’s  Ferry;  my  rear 
will  reach  there  to-night.  My  headquarters  will  be  about  five  miles 
from  that  place.  The  enemy  shows  himself  at  all  the  ferries  on  the 
opiiosite  bank  of  the  river.  A  little  skirmishing  has  been  reported  in 
my  rear  this  morning.  We  find  fallen  timber  across  all  the  creeks  and 
swamps.  I  sent  a  messenger  to  you  at  daylight  this  morning.  Our 
roads  are  bad,  but  I  will  make  nearly  twenty  miles  to-day  by  dint  of 
hard  work  and  rapid  marching.  I  had  already  made  arrangements  to 
Ijlace  more  troops  in  my  front. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

December  7,  1864 — 12  m. 

[Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Ticcntieth  Corps:] 

General:  There  is  a  small  stream  ahead  of  the  Turkey  Creek  which 
does  not  amount  to  more  than  eight  or  ten  inches  of  water.  The  water 
in  Turkey  Creek  is  nearly  three  to  three  and  a  quarter  feet  deep.  It 
will  take  the  pioneers  and  ])ontoniers  at  least  two  hours  to  lix  a  good 
corduroy  to  cross  it.  As  soon  as  the  infantry  comes  across  Turkey 
Creek  I  shall  ])roceed  to  keep  you  further  advised. 

Kespectfully, 

Cl  IAS.  W.  ASM  ESSEN, 
Assistant  Inspector-  General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Ttvo  Miles  and  a  Half  from  Springfield^  December  7,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
[Brig.  Gen  A.  S.  Williams:] 

General  :  The  road  is  in  excellent  condition,  with  the  exception  of 
one  had  place,  which  twenty  pioneers  can  fix  in  half  an  hour.  The 
orderly  knows  the  place.  Good  camping- ground  all  along  here.  The 
citizens  say  there  is  only  one  bad  place  to  cross  between  here  and  near 
Springfield.  Shall  report  from  there. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS.  W.  ASMUSSEN, 
Assistant  Inspector- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Springfield^  Ga.^  December  7,  1864. 

The  movements  of  this  corps  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows :  General 
Geary,  with  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division,  will  break  camp  at  G.30 
a.  m.,  and  march  on  the  direct  road  through  Springfield.  His  division 
pioneers  and  the  pioneer  battalion  will  accompany  him.  He  will 
clear  the  road,  toAvard  Monteith,  of  all  obstructions  and  make  it  passa¬ 
ble  for  infantry  and  artillery. 

The  First  Division  will  break  camp  at  daylight,  and  march,  with  their 
trains,  to  Springfield,  where  the  trains  will  be  parked,  and  the  trooxis 
move  on  to  join  the  Second  Division,  when  these  Dvo  divisions,  with 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  will  push  on  toward  Monteith. 

The  trains  of  the  Second  Division  will  cross  Jack’s  Creek  first,  the 
trains  of  the  First  Division  next,  those  of  the  Third  Division  lastj  the 
pontoon  train  iireceding  the  train  of  the  Second  Division,  and  the  corps 
and  artillery  supply  and  ammunition  trains  folloAving  it. 

The  Third  Division  will  remain  with  the  trains,  and  protect  them. 
The  troops  wdll  be  so  disposed  about  the  park 'on  the  east  side  of  Jack’s 
Creek  as  to  afibrd  sufticient  protection  in  case  an  attack  on  them 
should  be  made. 

The  cavalry  of  Colonel  Hughes  will  accompany  the  advance,  starting 
at  0.30  a.  m. 

Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery,  will  detail  two  batteries  of  artillery, 
one  to  accompany  each  division. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


•  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Four  Miles  from  Springfield^  Ga.,  December  7,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  Major-General  Slocum  has  ordered  that  this  corps  be 
concentrated  to-night  at  Springfield.  In  accordance  therewith,  the 
general  commanding  tlie  corps  directs  that  you  continue  the  march 
to-day  to  that  point,  unless  you  receive  further  orders.  This  same 
order  has  been  sent  to  General  Geary.  We  are  having  the  roads 
rei)air(‘d  as  far  as  possible  so  as  to  make  an  easy  passage  for  your 
trains.' 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Springfield^  Oa.,  December  7,  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow,  at  7  a.  m.,  toward  Monteitli,  in  the 
following  order :  Third  Brigade  in  advance;  First,  next;  and  Second 
in  rear.  The  trains  of  the  division  will  move  with  the  division,  follow¬ 
ing  the  Second  Division,  across  Jack’s  Creek,  and  be  parked  in  the 
vicinity  of  Siiringtield,  and  will  be  guarded  by  the  Third  Division.  A 
battery  of  artillery  will  accompany  the  division,  moving  in  rear  of  the 
leading  brigade. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  BOBIN^SON^, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Four' Miles  from  Springfield.^  December  7,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  Major-General  Slocum  has  directed  that  this  corps  con¬ 
centrate  at  Springfield  to-night.  In  accordance  therewith  the  general 
commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  continue  the  march  until  you 
reach  that  point,  unless  you  receive  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Steamer  Nemaha^  Tullifinny  River.,  December  7,  1864, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff j  Armies  of  United  States.,  Washington^  D.  C. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  to  put  into  the  field  the 
force  of  5,000  men,  with  Avhich  I  am  now  acting  against  the  enemy,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  strip  the  Beaufort  and  Hilton  Head  Districts, 
placing  the  citizens  on  guard  and  garrison  duty,  and  also  to  take  fVom 
the  Northern  and  Florida  Districts  more  men  than  I  think  consistent 
with  entire  safety.  My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  not  far  from 
1,000,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  any  troops  are  dispos- 
able^  they  be  sent  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General.,  Commanding. 


Steamer  Nemaha, 

Mouth  of  Tullifinny  Creek,  December  7,  1864, 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

A,^sistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  inform  you 
that  the  princii)al  base  is  changed  to  Tullifinny  Point,  where  a  Innding 
has  been  established.  Only  one  regiment  and  a  section  of  artillery 
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will  be  left  at  Boyd’s  Neck  Six  20-poiiTider  or  30-poimder  Parrotts 
are  to  be  sent  here  immediately;  also  eight  or  ten  wagons,  and  horses 
for  the  wagons  and  also  to  drag  the  guns.  If  there  is  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  horses  that  can  be  spared  from  Hilton  Head,  take  quarter¬ 
master’s  horses  from  Alorris  Island.  General  Halleck  has  ordered  the 
firing  at  Morris  Island  on  Fort  Sumter  and  the  city  to  cease  tempora¬ 
rily,  and  consequently  the  horses  will  not  be  needed  there  to  drag 
ammunition.  Send  here  twenty  or  thirty  recruits  for  Day’s  battery, 
who  are  now  at  Hilton  Head,  and  any  other  artillery  or  ordnance  men 
unassigned  to  duty  let  them  report  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  Hilton 
Head,  to  come  up  with  the  heavy  guns.  Order  the  remainder  of  the 
battery  at  Beaufort,  one  section  to  Mackay’s  Point  (horsed,  if  possible), 
and  one  section  to  Boyd’s  Neck,  which  may  be  without  horses. 
Lieutenant  Arnold  goes  to  Hilton  Head  about  the  ordnance,  but  the 
general  desires  you  to  issue  the  necessary  orders,  and  to  see  that  they 
are  promptly  complied  with.  Please  show  this  letter,  or  a  copy  of  it,  to 
Colonel  Thomas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  GRAY,  Jr., 

Major,  Judge- Advocate  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp, 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

Alorris  Island,  S.  C.,  December  7,  1864. 

Lieut.  W.  B.  Dean, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  3d,  directing,  by  command  of  Alaj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  that  all  firing 
should  cease  from  the  batteries  in  this  district  bearing  upon  the  city 
and  harbor  of  Charleston  till  such  time  as  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Mulford, 
U.  S.  agent  of  exchange,  should  notify  me  that  the  truce  was  over.  In 
compliance  with  which  I  caused  all  work  of  a  military  nature  on  the 
batteries  at  Cummings’  Point  and  all  firing  from  said  batteries  to  cease. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  sharp¬ 
shooters  from  Fort  Sumter.  Thinking  this  was  done  through  mistake, 
and  not  wdth  the  intention  of  violating  the  truce,  I  did  not  open  fire 
upon  the  city,  but  did  order  the  batteries  on  Cummings’  Point  to  open 
fire  upon  Fort  Sumter  and  the  batteries  on  James  Island.  At  about 
noon  the  enemy  sent  a  small  boat  from  Fort  Sumter  bearing  a  white 
flag.  This  boat  was  met  by  a  navy  picket-boat,  and  a  communication, 
of  which  the  inclosed  (marked  A),  is  a  true  copy  (see  preceding  letter 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mulford),  was,  by  the  navy  picket-boat,  brought 
ashore  to  me,  upon  receipt  of  which  I  ordered  the  batteries  to  cease 
firing,  and  sent  a  communication,  of  which  tlie  inclosed  (marked  B)  is 
a  true  copy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Sumter,  by  the  navy 
picket-boat. 

The  troops  of  this  command  are  in  good  health  and  spirits.  Nothing 
worthy  of  mention  has  transpired  since  the  departure  of  Brig.  Gen.  J. 
P.  Hatch,  with  the  ex(*eption  of  the  above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  N.  HALLOWELL, 

Colonel  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
Commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South. 
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[Inclosiires.] 

A. 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.,  December  5,  1864. 
Officer  Oommandino  U.  S.  Forces  on  Morris  Island: 

Sir:  Having  just  been  informed  by  the  i)roper  authorities  of  the 
continuance  of  the  truce  which  commenced  yesterday,  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  an  apology  for  having  fired  upon  the  batteries  on  the  northern 
end  of  Morris  Island  this  morning  with  sharpshooters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  a\  HUGUENIN, 
Captain j  Commanding. 

B. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Morris  Island,  8.  C.,  December  .5,  1864. 

Capt.  T.  A.  Huguenin, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  in  Fort  Sumter: 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  a.  m.,  in  explanation  of  the  firing 
from  Fort  Sumter,  is  received.  The  explanation  is  satisfactory.  The 
firing  from  the  batteries  on  this  island  will  be  discontinued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  N.  HALLO  WELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  0,,  December  7,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig  : 

The  major-general  directs  that  you  proceed  at  once  to  Morris  Island 
and  assume  command  of  the  Northern  District.  The  Delaware  leaves 
this  evening.  The  major-general  commanding  also  directs  that  Colonel 
Hallowell,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  be  ordered  to 
report  at  once  to  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  at  Tullifinny  Point,  to  take 
command  of  the  brigade  lately  commanded  by  Colonel  Hartwell;  500 
troops  also  to  be  sent  from  the  Northern  District,  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch  for  duty  at  the  front,  Avithout  delay.  Lieutenant-Generai 
Grant  has  ordered  that  the  firing  cease  from  Morris  Island  until  further 
orders.  You  will  therefore  fire  no  guns  unless  absolutely  necessary. 
The  major-general  has  ascertained  that  there  are  150  small  boats  in 
Charleston  which  the  enemy  intend  to  use  in  an  assault  on  Morris 
Island.  You  are  therefore  requested  to  keep  a  sliarp  lookout  for  them, 
and  use  all  your  available  force  to  keep  the  batteries  in  perfect  order 
for  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  7,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Sc  Ammon, 

Commanding  District  of  Florida  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  500  troops  b(‘  sent  from 
your  command  at  once  to  this  place  for  duty  at  the  front.  The  base  of 
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operations  lias  been  cbanged  to  Tullilinny  Point,  where  a  landing  lias 
been  established,  and  it  is  necessary  to  have  every  man  that  can  possi¬ 
bly  be  spared. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUKGEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Getieral. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  December  5,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hoavard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  A^our  dispatch  of  7th,  Aiith  copies  of  your  orders  6th,  is 
just  received  all  right.  General  Blair  is  moving  on  that  road  which 
will  intersect  the  road  from  No.  2  to  Savannah,  southeast  of  No.  2, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Little  Ogeechee.  General  Davis  is  still 
behind,  and  it  will  be  to-morrow  before  he  can  reach  the  Charleston 
road  about  Morton  Hall.  The  best  route  for  the  Fifteentli  Corps  ap¬ 
pears,  from  the  map,  to  be  via  Litchfield  and  the  plank  roadj  but  I  will 
make  more  specific  orders  when  I  see  how  far  General  Blair  will  reach 
to-night.  I  expect  to  meet  General  Slocum  at  the  intersection  of  roads 
east  of  Eden  some  time  to-day. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Majo r- Genera ?,  Com m anding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

hi  the  Field.)  December  S,  1864 — 7  i).  m. 

Major-General  Hoavard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General  :  We  are  at  a  point  on  the  road  from  Millen  to  Savannah, 
about  two  miles  north  of  No.  2,  called  Mount  Zion  Church.  Gen¬ 
eral  Slocum  is  but  a  short  distance  from  us,  and  Avill  move  to-morrow  on 
a  road  which  branches  off  from  this  road  and  comes  ,into  the  Augusta 
road  ten  miles  north  of  Savannah,  Avherehe  will  eftect  a  junction  with 
General  Davis,  destroy  that  railroad,  drum  the  enemy  within  his  in- 
trenchments,  and  then  work  to  the  right  and  form  a  junction  with 
us,  on  this  road,  as  near  Savannah  as  we  may  get.  General  Blair 
will  move  on  this  road  by  Pooler,  and  so  on  until  we  drive  the  enemy 
within  the  intrenchments  of  Savannah,  wherever  they  may  be.  The 
general  wishes  you  to  get  down  in  the  neighborhood  of  BeAmrly,  Silk 
Hope,  or  Litchfield,  so  as  to  advance  in  the  direction  of  the  plank  road 
until  we  come  together,  or  communicate  by  the  road  which  leads  from 
Silk  Hope  to  Cherokee  Hill.  He  aims  to  push  the  enemy  far  enough 
into  SaA^annah  to  have  the  use  of  the  Shell  road  as  a  route  of  sup¬ 
ply.  If  you  can  possibly  do  so,  he  Avishes  you  to  send  a  note  by  a 
canoe  down  the  Ogeechee,  pass  the  railroad  bridge  in  the  night,  and 
inform  the  naval  commander  that  Ave  IniAm  arriAmd  in  fine  condition  and 
are  moving  directly  against  Savannah,  but,  for  the  present,  do  not  risk 
giving  any  details. 

I  am,  general,  Avith  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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Special  ^  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  189.  )  .  Eden  (Ao.  2)^  Ga.,  December  8,  1864, 

Tlie  following  will*  be  the  inoveiiients  of  this  army  to-morrow,  the  • 
9th  instant:  First,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  after  having  broken  the 
Gulf  railroad,  will  cross  his  First  and  Second  Divisions  and  the  cattle, 
in  charge  of  Captains  Foots  and  Douglass  and  Lieutenant  Todd,  over 
the  Ogeechee,  laying  his  pontoons  near  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  at  an 
old  ferry,  about  one  mile  north  of  Dilloifs  Bridge,  near  Fort  Argyle. 
In  case  King’s  Bridge  can  be  saved  there  will  be  no  objection  to  cross¬ 
ing  at  that  point.  Second,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Smith’s  division  will  cross 
the  Ogeechee  at  Jenks’  Bridge,  and  follow  the  Fourth  Division,  General 
Corse  commanding,  lea  ving  camp  at  6  a.  in.  Third,  the  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps,  Colonel  Williamson  commanding,  will 
recross  the  river  at  Jenks’  Bridge  at  5  a.  in.,  making  all  possible  haste 
to  clear  the  bridge  for  General  Smith’s  division.  He  will  guard  the 
trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  until  they  reach  their  respect¬ 
ive  divisions.  Fourth,  as  soon  as  the  division  of  General  Smith  has 
passed,  the  bridge  will  be  taken  up,  and  the  pontoon  train  will  proceed 
with  the  trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions.  Fifth,  Brigadier- 
General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will,  at  11  a.  m.,  push  for¬ 
ward  his  division  to  the  intersection  of  the  King’s  Bridge  road  with 
the  road  on  which  he  is  now  moving,  and  there  take  up  a  strong  posi¬ 
tion,  sending  out  a  force  to  break  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Eailroad. 
Sixth,  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps,  Brigadier-General  Smith 
commanding,  keeping  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  moving 
at  7  a.  m.  After  reaching  the  canal,  Major-General  Blair  will  recon- 
noiter,  with  a  view  to  moving  toward  Savannah  along  the  tow-path. 
Seventh,  each  division  commander  in  the  column  moving  on  the  east 
side  of  the  road  will  be  careful  to  move  his  troops  on  the  left  of  his 
trains,  giving  the  trains  the  road  to  facilitate  this  movement. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Geiieral, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bryan  Court-House^  December  8,  1864. 

[General  O.  O.  Howard  :J 

General:  I  arrived  here  by  1  p.  m.  The  direct  road  to  Dillon’s 
Bridge  (near  Fort  Argyle)  was  represented  to  be  exceedingly  bad  and 
])racticable  only  for  horsemen,  and  consecpiently  1  marched  via  Court- 
PJouse  (Eden).  Both  divisions  Avill  be  here,  notwithstanding  there  are 
two  or  three  places  which  will  delay  the  trains  some  time.  Colonel 
Oliver’s  brigade  is  at  the  river  about  two  miles  from  here.  The  bridge 
was  burned  when  his  troops  arrived  yesterday  night.  The  enemy  is  in 
some  force  on  the  south  bank,  and  opened  to-day  with  artillery.  My 
cavalry  is  looking  uj)  and  down  the  river  for  a  practicable  place  to 
cross.  As  soon  as  the  parties  return  1  will  report  again.  The  ])ontoons 
will  be  u])  before  night,  when  1  will  try  to  <*ross  some  men  lu're.  The 
description  which  1  received  of  the  road  beyond  the  Cannouchee  is  any¬ 
thing  but  inviting 5  the  only  good  road  seems  to  be  the  one  from  King’s 
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Bridge  (above  the  mouth  of  Caniiouchee),  seven  miles  of  which  are 
planked.  King’s  Bridge  is  burned,  and  so  is  every  other  bridge  across 
the  two  streams. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  J08.  OSTERHAUS, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Uden  (Vo.  ^),  Ga.,  December  8,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

I  accompanied  General  Corse  to-day.  He  met  no  opposition  except 
obstructed  roads.  He  has  bridged  the  canal,  and  probably  made  a  foot 
bridge  across  the  Ogeechee  where  Dillon’s  Bridge  was  partially  burned. 
Just  one  mile  above  Dillon’s  Bridge  is  a  ferry,  and  a  first-rate  place  for 
pontoons.  I  will  try  and  get  General  Blair  down  there  at  an  early 
hour  to-morrow.  If,  however,  I  should  fail  in  this,  you  will  still  have 
your  own  bridge  that  you  can  imt  down  at  that  point.  I  think  the 
Ogeechee  Avill  be  too  wide  to  bridge  below  Fort  Argyle.  I  have  sent 
your  trains,  cattle,  &c.,  down  on  the  west  bank,  because  there  is  not  a 
particle  of  forage  on  this.  My  headquarters  will  be  to-morrow  with 
General  Corse.  If  you  saved  King’s  Bridge  that  will  be  the  best  place 
to  cross. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

-  Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  247.  )  Near  Eden  {No.  3),  Ga.^  December  8,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  9th  instant,  in 
the  following  order:  First,  one  regiment  Second  Brigade  as  advance 
guard;  second,  pioneer  corps  and  tool  wagons;  third.  Battery  B,  First 
Michigan  Artillery,  folloAved  by  Avagons  of  the  battery  and  one  ambu¬ 
lance;  fourth.  Battery  H,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  followed  by  Avagons 
of  the  battery  and  one  ambulance;  filth,  ambulances  of  Second  Brigade 
(one  for  each  regiment)  and  pioneer  corps  (one);  sixth,  ammunition 
train;  seA^enth,  diAusion  headquarters  Train  and  provost  guard;  eighth. 
Second  Brigade  train,  including  regimental  Avagons  and  pioneer  corps 
Avagon  (baggage);  ninth,  First  Brigade  train;  tenth,  quartermaster’s 
train;  eleventh,  commissary  of  subsistence  train;  tAvelfth,  ambulance 
train,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments  and  detachments;  thir¬ 
teenth,  regimental  Avagons  First  Brigade;  fourteenth,  two  regiments 
First  Brigade,  rear  guard;  fifteenth,  the  infantry,  Avitli  the  exception 
of  the  advance  and  rear  guard,  Avill  march,  the  Second  Brigade  in 
adA^ance,  ui)on  the  left  flank  of  the  artillery  and  trains,  giving  Avhere 
possible  the  artillery  and  trains  the  road,  to  facilitate  the  movement. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjntan t- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

.Edeii  Station j  Ga.,  December  8^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corjjs : 

General  :  Since  making  the  order  for  the  movements  of  the  army  to¬ 
morrow,  General  Howard  has  returned  from  a  visit  over  at  General  Sher¬ 
man’s  headquarters,  and  has  modified  the  ord<er  so  far  as  to  put  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Corps  on  the  next  road  to  the  left.  The  Third  Division  will  follow 
on  by  your  road.  We  have  communicated  with  General  Osterhaus  to¬ 
night,  and  have  sent  him  the  orders  by  Colonel  Strong.  The  general 
desires  that  you  make  a  foot  bridge  across  the  river,  even  if  it  takes  all 
the  old  houses  in  the  neighborhood  to  do  it.  General  Blair’s  pontoons 
will  move  out  on  your  road  with  the  Third  Division,  and  will  be  pushed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  general  will  leave  here  at  6  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  join  you  before  you  move. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistan t  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

DilloFs  Bridge,  December  8,  1864. 

Major-General  Howard  : 

Captain  Kirlin,  of  your  staff,  came  to  the  opposite  bank  this  evening, 
and  reported  that  General  O.  was  at  Eden;  that  the  road  east  of  Eden, 
crossing  the  Cannouchee  near  where  it  flows  into  the  Ogeechee,  is  a 
myth;  that  General  Osterhaus  has  met  a  force  intrenched  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Cannouchee,  estimated  from  1,000  to  5,000.  The 
cannonading  heard  late  to-day  was  from  the  rebels.  General  Oster¬ 
haus  will  try  to  effect  a  crossing  Avest  of  Avhere  the  Eden  road  crosses 
the  Cannouchee.  Our  fleet  came  into  OssabaAv  Sound  and  signaled 
for  Sherman’s  forces  on  Saturday,  landed  forces  and  signaled  again 
Monday.  Tbe  foot  bridge  we  found  impracticable,  but  have  a  boat, 
by  means  of  which  we  communicate  with  the  western  bank  of  the 
Ogeechee.  My  mounted  force  went  out  three  miles  and  struck  a  rebel 
force  on  the  main  Savannah  road,  intrenched  and  with  artillery.  They 
developed  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy,  but  were  so  hotly  pressed 
as  to  be  compelled  to  leave  one  wounded  man  in  the  enemy’s  possession. 
I  am  prepared  to  advance  in  the  morning,  either  toward  Savannah  or 
the  Gulf  railroad,  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  direct.  There  are  six 
couriers  on  the  other  bank  of  the  Ogeechee.  In  case  you  want  orders 
to  go  to  General  O.  this  will  prove  your  speediest  route. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

joh:m  m.  corse. 

Brigadier- Ge^ierat,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  Field,  Mount  Zion  Church,  December  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  V.  Blair,  Commanding  Seventeenth  Cor2)s: 

Generai.  :  The  general-in-chief  directs  that  you  move  your  command 
to-morrow  by  the  direct  Savannah  road,  as  usual,  pushing  any  enemy 
that  may  be  found  into  his  intrenchments. 

1  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 
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IIdqrs,.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Geii.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  Comdg.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  iiiajor-general  commanding  iustructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  cause  parties  to  be  at  once  employed  in  the  construction  of 
fascines,  for  tlie  purpose  of  corduroying-  at  different  jjoints  from  the 
mainland  to  the  east  branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee.  They  should  be 
made.of  some  light  material,  and  he  suggests  rice  straw  as  the  most 
practicable  and  convenient. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ro.  302.  j  Station  2,  Ga.,  December  8,  1864. 

The  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  Avill  move  forward  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  aauII  be 
prepared  to  move  at  8  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

3.  Brig;  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be 
prepared  to  move  at  9  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

4.  The  First  Michigan  Engineers  and  train  Avill  follow  the  First 
Division  train. 

5.  The  pontoon  train.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rusk  commandiug,  will 
move  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

6.  Tlie  trains  of  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipiii 
and  these  headquarters  will  move  as  heretofore. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  December  8,  1864. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  prepared  to  march  to-morrow  at  7 
a.  m.  Order  of  march:  First,  pioneer  corps;  second.  Second  Brigade; 
third,  battery;  fourth,  headquarters  train  Military  Division  and  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps  train;  tifth.  Third  Brigade;  sixth.  First  Brigade; 
seventh,  ambulance  corps;  eighth,  ordnance  train;  ninth,  supply 
train;  tenth.  First  Michigan  Engineers  and  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower: 

CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieut.,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Springfield,  December  8,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton: 

This  column  is  now  moving.  1  shall  try  to  find  a  road  to  the  left  of 
the  one  you  are  on.  I  fear  Davis  is  not  as  far  advanced  as  J  hoped 
last  night.  He  wrote  me  at  2  p.  m.  that  Ids  roads  Avere  badly  ob¬ 
structed. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

.  Springfield^  December  8,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 

[General  Davis]: 

General  :  General  Slierman  lias  information  that  the  line  of  defense 
around  Savannah  is  about  four  miles  from  the  city;  He  desires  to  take 
the  road  extending  from  Cherokee  Hill,  through  Silk  Hope,  to  Litchfield, 
as  our  first  position.  Your  corps  should  be  at  or  near  Cherokee  Hill  5 
the  Twentieth  will  be  to  the  left  of  Pooler  j  Seventeenth  on  right  of 
Twentieth;  and  Fifteenth  near  Litchfield.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will 
be  at  Monteith  to-night.* 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

11.  AY.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Ebenezer  Creelxj  Ga.j  December  5,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Left  Wing: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  last  night.  Ebe¬ 
nezer  is  a  large  stream  and  requires  bridging,  and  considerable  to  be  cut 
out  of  the  road.  Our  road  was  obstructed  by  timber  at  many  points  yes¬ 
terday  notwithstanding,  we  made  twenty  miles.  Kilpatrick  reports  his 
rear  attacked  yesterday  afternoon;  number  offeree  not  reported.  We 
heard  some  artillery  and  small-arms  yesterday  evening  in  rear  of  the 
Twentieth  Corps.  The  bridge  in  my  front  will  be  done  by  10  a.  m. ;  1 
will  then  commence  crossing.  It  will  take  all  day  to  get  on  the  other 
side  of  Ebenezer.  1  sent  you  a  messenger  yesterday  morning,  who 
has  not  returned. 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General.^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Ebenezer  Creeli^  Ga.,  December  <9,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  Carlin  has  just  begun  to  advance  toward  the  crossing.  The 
general  commanding  directs  you  to  take  charge  of  the  cavalry,  dispose 
it  as  you  may  deem  best  to  cover  your  crossing,  and  cross  your  division 
over  the  creek  to-night.  He  desires  that  you  give  orders  to  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  cavalry  to  hold  possession  of  the  causeway  on  this  side 
of  the  bridge  until  to-morrow  noon  at  least.  Having  crossed  his  ani¬ 
mals,  he  will  thoroughly  obstruct  the  road  with  fallen  timber  and  will 
destroy  the  bridge  as  comi)letely  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and.  Chief  of  Staff. 


This  dispatch  was  captured  by  General  .Joseph  Wlieeler. 
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General  Williams: 


December  8,  1804 — 11  a.  in. 


General:  General  Slocum' wants  to  have  all  the  trains  and  the 
Third  Division  started  on  this  road  as  soon  as  possible,  and  have  them 
get  as  far  forward  to-night  as  they  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  H.  W.  PEKKINS, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

.  Near  Heinds  Mills j  Ga.,  December  8,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  your  command  be 
in  readiness  to  move  at  7  o’clock  to-morrow  morning.  He  directs  that 
all  the  pioneers  of  your  division  report  at  daybreak  to-morrow  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Ludlow,  at  General  Slocum’s  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  P.  DEOHEBT, 

CaiUain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

On  the  March,  December  8,  1864 — 12  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commandhig  Third  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  all  the 
trains  of  the  corps  at  once  on  the  road  the  troops  have  taken  to-day. 
He  wishes  you  to  push  forward  as  far  as  possible  to-day,  and  to  report 
your  position  this  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  P.  DECHEBT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Forks  of  the  Road,  December  8,  1864. 

Capt.  B.  P.  Decher'I’, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tie entieth  Army  Corps: 
Captain  :  I  am  using  every  effort  to  get  the  trains  forward.  The 
roads  have  all  given  out,  and  need  repair.  My  train  will  not  get  in 
until  after  midnight,  maybe  not  until  morning.  Wagons  are  scattered 
from  here  to  Springfield.  The  train  started  from  there  after  dark. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  WABD, 
Brigadier-  General. 
l>er  SPEED, 

Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Heini’s  Mills,  Oa.,  December  8,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General;  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  a  strong 
guard  (at  least  two  or  three  regiments)  at  the  house  where  you  turn  to 
the  right  to  reach  this  point,  to  remain  there  until  the  rear  of  the  wagon 
train  shall  have  passed.  He  directs  that  the  roads  at  that  point  be 
blockaded  sufficiently  to  prevent  a  sudden  attack  by  a  cavalry  force. 
He  wishes  to  know  whether  you  need  any  further  assistance,  and  he 
directs  that  you  report  to  him  frequently. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  r.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Mrs.  Jadaun’s  House,  December  8,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  My  command  is  encamping  at  this  point  (forks  of  road). 
The  road  has  been  extremely  bad,  wheels  cutting  through  to  the  hub. 
Nearly  two  miles  and  a  half  to  work;  have  large  details  at  it,  and  hope 
to  get  the  rear  in  by  12  o’clock.  Pontoon  train  is  just  in. 
y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  WARD, 

Brigadier- General,  Co^nmanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Eden,  Ga.,  Deceynher  8,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  desires  to  have  you 
l)ush  on  at  daybreak  to-morrow  to  this  point  with  your  train.  The 
corps  pioneers  will  be  sent  from  here  early  in  the  morning  to  repair  the 
roads  that  you  will  have  to  pass  over.  The  major-general  commanding 
the  Left  Wing  is  anxious  to  have  the  trains  hurried  up  as  fast  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Please  do  the  best  with  them  that  you  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  8,  1864. 

(Received  8.15  p.  m.  12th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  IJ.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General:  Have  been  demonstrating  strongly  against  the  Charles¬ 
town  and  Savannah  road.  Had  obstinate  figlit  near  Graham ville  on 
the  30th ;  result,  a  drawn  battle.  Have  kei)t  a  large  force  of  the  enemy 
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sharply  employed.  Now  hold  a  position  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  railroad  between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tullifinny  Eivers. 
Deserters’  reports  are  conflicting,  but  agree  that  Sherman  is  nearing 
Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

M a jor- G enera  /,  Comm  anding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  0.,  December  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  con¬ 
fidential  letter  of  the  13tli  ultimo.*  The  instructions  contained  therein 
will  be  carried  out  in  every  particular.  I  had  already  commenced  a 
demonstration  against  the  enemy,  the  particulars  of  which  I  have  sent 
in  another  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

'  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  S.  C.,  December  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  AV.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  23d  ultimo,  in  which  Lieutenant-General  Grant 
directs  that  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  upon  Fort  Sumter  and 
Charleston  be  discontinued,  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary.  I  have 
accordingly  sent  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Northern  District  of  this  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General,  Com  ma  n ding. 


Headquartefs  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  8,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  0.  Meigs, 

Chief  Quartermaster  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
confidential  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo  in  regard  to  supplies 
sent  to  this  department  for  General  Sherman’s  army  should  he  make 
for  this  coast. 

Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


*  S(‘o  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  328. 
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^  Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

It  Morris  Island ^  8.  0.,  December  <S,  1864. 

Lieut.  W.  B.  Dean, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Lieutenant  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  comply  fully 
with  his  instructions  regarding  the  immediate  shipment  of  500  troops 
,  from  this  district,  owing  to  the  fact  of  my  not  finding  here  available 
.  transportation  for  more  than  400  men.  The  remaining  100  are  here  in 
[  readiness,  awaiting  the  first  means  of  transportation  which  shall  present. 
I  have  also  the  honor  to  report  that  I  find  here  some  400  men  of  the 
Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  who  are  wholly  unarmed,  with  the 
f  exception  of  a  few  who  are  doing  provost-guard  duty.  They  are  con- 
[  sequently  entirely  inefiective  for  defensive  xmrposes.  I  am  informed 
I*  that  the  requisite  arms  have  been  already  drawn  for  these  men  upon 

■  the  proper  requisitions,  and  that  they  are  now  at  the  arsenal  aAvaiting 
’  transportation.  I  have,  therefore,  ordered  Ordnance  Sergeant  Scherer 

■  to  that  post,  for  the  puiqwse  of  taking  charge  of  their  shijiment,  and  I 
request  that  they  may  be  placed  under  his  care  at  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  that  every  facility  may  be  rendered  him  for  their  immediate 
transshipment. 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient 

,  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIO, 

'  Brigadier- General.;  Commaiiding. 


One  Mile  and  a  Half  from  No.  1, 
t  December  9,  1864. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding^  &e. : 

General  :  The  dirt  road  runs  to  the  left  of  the  railroad.  The  troops 
continue  to  advance.  General  Blair  thinks  there  is  only  caAUilry  in 
front.  You  can  safely  come  to  this  point.  The  train  has  been  ordered 
;  to  folloAv  the  Fourth  Division,  Avhich  is  second  in  advance. 
Bespectfully, 

JOS.  C.  AUDENKIED, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


\  Special  I  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

i  Field  Orders,  [•'  In  the  Field,  Pooler  Station,  Ga., 

No.  I'A).  )  December  9,  1864. 

I.  Especial  attention  is  called  to  paragraph  Y,  Special  Field  Orders, 
No.  17,*  and  all  x)ersons  unauthorized  riding  horses  should  at  once  be 
dismounted  and  the  animals  turned  over  for  cavalry  use. 

11.  Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick  is  authorized  to  organize  a  xiatrol 
to  seize  all  horses  and  mules  ridden  by  any  persons  Avithout  authority 
of  law,  or  who  may  be  aAvay  from  their  xuoxier  command,  ap])ropriating 
|S  such  animals  for  the  use  of  his  cavalry  command. 

La  By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

,  *  See  A^)l.  XXX VI U,  Part  IV,  p.  40(3. 
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IIdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

(Savannah  Canal  Bridge^  Ga.,  December  P,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

On  my  arrival  at  the  canal  General  Corse  pushed  out  his  reconnais¬ 
sance.  He  encountered  about  GOO  rebel  infantry,  with  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  near  the  cross-roads.  His  advance  brigade  quickly  dislodged 
them,  capturing  one  piece  of  artillery  and  some  prisoners.  He  followed 
them  up  across  the  Little  Ogeechee,  seven  miles  from  Savannah.  I  went 
to  the  railroad  with  some  mounted  infantry,  and  saw  the  road  broken  at 
that  point.  King’s  Bridge  was  burned  by  the  rebels,  and  all  that  were 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Ogeechee  withdrew  this  morning.  The  bridge 
for  General  Blair,  near  Fort  Argyle,  is  now  (5.25  p.  m.)  finished.  In  all 
probability  General  Osterhans  has  burned  the  railroad  bridge  before  this 
time,  as  two  brigades  of  his  had  crossed  the  Ogeechee  at  last  accounts. 
General  Corse  has  taken  up  a  strong  position,  by  my  direction,  about 
twelve  miles  out  of  Savannah  on  this  road.  General  Smith  with  his 
division  is  encamped  near  this  place.  I  have  not  heard  from  General 
Blair,  exceT)t  from  his  guns.  General  Smith  will  send  one  brigade 
about  two  miles  up  the  tow-path,  and  General  Blair  can  communicate 
that  Avay,  if  he  gets  ahead  far  enough.  Please  let  him  read  this  note, 
V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — I  met  Mr.  King  to-day,  and  find  him  the  possessor  of  King’s 
Bridge.  I  mean  your  Marietta  friend.  He  will  be  pleased  to  see  you 
when  you  come  this  way.  Since  writing  the  above,  Captains  Duncan 
and  King  and  Lieutenant  McQueen  report  that  they  captured  a  loco¬ 
motive,  with  a  train  of  seven  cars  loaded  with  plunder,  which  was  being 
run  out  of  Savannah,  which  they  destroyed. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Fooler  (No.  I),  December  9,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Aryny  of  the  Tennessee : 

General:  Your  disx)atch  from  Canal  bridge  just  received.  The 
Seventeenth  Corps  moved  at  the  usual  hour  to-day,  and  found  the 
enemy  defending  the  position  covered  by  the  swamp,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Savannah.  There  was  some  skirmish  fighting  and  use  of 
artillery  on  both  sides,  but  General  Mower,  who  Avas  in  the  advance, 
handsomely  drove  the  enemy  from  his  positions  and  works,  and  we 
reached  this  point  and  encamped  in  good  season.  The  Seventeenth 
Corps  will  move  as  usual  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  proceed  until  it 
reaches  the  main  line  of  the  enemy’s  Avorks,  supposed  to  be  about  four 
miles  from  Savannah,  aaTicii  it  will  work  to  the  right  and  connect  AAuth 
you.  Tbe  general-in-chief  desires  you  to  moA^e  on  the  direct  road  on 
Savannah  as  usual,  making  progress  until  the  enemy’s  main  line  is 
develo])ed;  he  also  Avishes  you  to  communii-ate  Avith  the  fleet  if  pos¬ 
sible.  General  Kilpatrick’s  command  is  divided,  covering  this  and  Gen¬ 
eral  DaAus’  column,  and  reports  positively  that  Wheeler  is  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Savannah  Biver.  If  the  Chiyler  you  have  as  a  i)risoner  be 
K.  B.  Cuyler,  brother  of  Surgeon  Cuyler  of  the  old  Army,  or  his  sou 
George,  the  general  AAushes  you  to  send  him  to  us  aa  hen  practicable, 
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aud  iu  the  meantime  treat  liim  as  well  as  possible.  Present  the  gen¬ 
eral’s  best  wishes  to  Mr.  King,  and  say  he  regrets  Brown  had  not  the 
good  sense  to  follow  his  advice.  The  general  thinks  best  for  yon  to 
leave  a  brigade  at  the  bridge  at  Fort  Argyle,  to  hold  and  guard  it,  as 
we  may  need  it.  We  have  not  heard  from  General  Slocum  direct,  but 
the  sound  of  his  guns  would  j^lace  him  at  Cherokee  Hill  or  near  there — 
we  heard  them  about  sundown. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Gamp. 


SiUNAL  Corps,  IJ.  S.  Army, 
Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

December  .9,  1^6‘4 — 7  pf.  m. 

Chief  Signal  Officer  of  Fleet: 

Sir  :  It  is  the  wish  of  the  general  commanding  to  open  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  fleet  as  early  as  possible,  and  as  we  may  be  in  calling 
distance  ere  long  you  will  please  have  a  strict  watch  kept  for  a  flag 
or  torch.  At  present  we  will  use  the  old  code.  If  communication 
should  be  opened  we  can  arrange  the  numbers  for  the  remainder  of  the 
month. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JAS.  M.  McOLINTOGK. 


Special  I  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Field  Orders,  >  Savannah  Canal,  near  DiUoids  Bridge,  Qa., 

No.  190.  )  December  9,  1864. 

The  operations  of  this  army  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows:  First, 
Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  (3orps,  will 
direct  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Smith,  commanding  Tliird  Division,  to  x)ush  his 
division  forward  toward  a  point  marked  on  the  max)  Beverly,  recon- 
noitering  and  feeling  for  the  enemy  by  the  x)lank  and  other  roads  lead¬ 
ing  into  Savannah.  Second,  he  will  direct  Brigadier-General  Corse, 
commanding  Fourth  Division,  to  continue  his  reconnaissance  toward  a 
l)oint  marked  Hermitage,  carefully  feeling  toward  Savannah  by  all  the 
roads  in  his  front  leading  thereto.  Third,  the  two  divisions  of  the  Fif¬ 
teenth  Coi’xis  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ogeechee  will  leave  their  trains, 
with  small  guards,  to  follow  them,  and,  crossing  the  river  as  heretofore 
directed,  wall  move  the  leading  division  to  the  sui)port  of  General  Smith 
and  the  other  to  the  sux)i)ort  of  General  Corse.  Fourth,  Major-General 
Osterhaus  will  take  charge  of  the  right  column,  and  the  general  com¬ 
manding  will  in  ])erson  take  command  of  the  left  column.  Fifth, 
Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Coi'xis,  will  move 
his  command  forward  by  the  Pooler  and  Savannah  road,  feeling  toward 
the  Silk  Ho])e  and  Cherokee  Heights  road,  so  as  to  communicate  with 
General  Smith.  Sixth,  each  corps  commander  will  locate  his  train  as 
will  be  most  convenient,  and  with  the  view  of  obtaining  forage  for  it 
from  the  other  as  well  as  from  this  side  of  tlie  Ogeechee. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

SvVMI..  L.  TAGGABT, 

AsKisfan t  A  djn ta n f-  Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cannoiwhee  River ^  December  9j  1864. 

General  O.  O.  Ho\yard: 

General:  The  enemy  evacuated  his  position  opposite  me  this  morn¬ 
ing,  probably  impelled  by  some  movement  on  his  flank.  I  have  put 
one  brigade  of  Second  Division  across,  and  am  making  iireparations  to 
cross  the  entire  Second  Division,  when  I  Avill  push  toward  King’s 
Bridge  and  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  railroad.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  traflic  over  the  Gulf  road,  trains  passing  almost  continually.  I  will 
report  again  as  soon  as  I  have  anything  new  to  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah  Canal  Bridge^  Ga.,  December  9j  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corpn: 

I  have  just  returned  from  Corse’s  front'.  He  encountered  the  rebels 
at  the  cross-roads,  drove  them  back,  and  pursued  them  across  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Ogeechee.  He  captured  about  a  dozen  prisoners,  a  piece  of  artil¬ 
lery,  a  cart  loaded  with  hogs,  and  several  mules  and  wagons  and 
negroes  5  burned  a  portion  of  the  railroad  at  1  p.  m.,  about  eleven  miles 
from  Savannah,  and  then  took  up  a  strong  position  about  opposite 
Twelve-Mile  Station.  The  bridge  is  completed  across  the  Ogeechee  at 
Fort  Argyle.  General  Smith  is  here  with  his  division,  encamping  one 
brigade  south  of  the  canal,  and  the  other  and  train  north  of  the  canal. 
Please  have  the  roads  put  in  order,  and  move  everything  over  to-mor¬ 
row.  My  headquarters  are  just  south  of  the  canal.  Further  instruc¬ 
tions  will  be  sent  you  this  evening.  1  have  heard  General  Blair’s  guns, 
but  nothing  further.  General  Corse’s  advance  is  about  seven  miles 
from  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cannmichee  Bridge^  December  9^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Ho^v.ard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  very  interesting 
account  of  the  successful  movement  of  General  Corse’s  division.  We 
pushed  things  here  as  fast  as  possible;  by  11.30  the  bridge  across  the 
river  was  completed,  and  by  1.30  ]).  m.  the  Gulf  road  was  cut  simul¬ 
taneously  at  Way’s  and  Fleming’s  Stations;  bridgcvs,  culverts,  and  the 
trestle- Avorks  in  the  Ogee(*hee  SAvamps  are  burning.  The  two  expedi¬ 
tions  sent  out  to  Way’s  and  Fleming’s  Avill  return  this  evening,  and 
early  to-morroAV  morning  th(‘  First  and  Second  Divisions  Avill  march  to 
the  ])ontoon  bridge  near  Dillon’s  Ferry.  The  sui)ply  trains  of  the  above 
diAUsions  Avill  have  a  hard  time  to  reach  General  Woods  on  account  of 
the  miserabl(‘.  roads;  from  Woods’  camp  to  the  pontoon  bridge  theroad 
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is  well  repaired.  We  made  a  small  number  of  prisoners,  and  my  cav¬ 
alry  is  driving  now  the  enemy’s  pickets  from  the  railroad  stations. 
I  will  move  my  headquarters  to  the  Fourth  Division  very  early 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTEKllAUS, 

Major-General  of  Vohmteers. 


[Indor.semeiit.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah  Canal,  near  Billon’^  Bridge^  Ga., 

Becemher  9,  1864, — 7  p.  m. 


Kespectfully  forwarded. 

We  have  captured  here  to-day  probably  50  prisoners.  Fort  McAllis¬ 
ter  is  said  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy  entirely  independent  of  any 
other  force.  I  have  to-night  sent  Captain  Duncan  and  two  scouts  in  a 
canoe  down  the  river  to  attempt  to  communicate  with  the  fleet.  Two 
empty  trains  left  Savannah  on  the  Gulf  road,  and  are  cut  oft;  two 
attempted  to  leave  this  evening,  one  of  which  I  reported  as  burned. 

Kespectfully,  ' 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 


Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  (  -orps, 

No.  194.  )  Cannouchee  Bridge,  Becemher  9,  1864. 

*  *****  *  * 

II.  The  corps  will  continue  its  march  to-morrow,  in  the  following 
order:  First,  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  W^oods  commanding, 
will  march  from  its  iiresent  camp  early  to-morrow  morning  to  the  pon¬ 
toon  bridge  near  Dillon’s  Ferry.  On  arriving  there  General  Woods  will 
cross  his  division  and  trains,  turning  over  the  trains  of  Second  Division 
to  General  Hazen.  The  brigade  of  the  First  Division  stationed  at 
Eden  Court-House  will  leave  camp  at  5  a.  m.,  and  march  on  the  direct 
road  from  Eden  to  Dillon,  the  commanding  oflicer  of  Avhich  will  take 
measures  to  pass  the  old  camj)  of  Second  Division  by  7  a.  m.  Major 
Stolbrand  will  cause  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  Twelfth  Wisconsin 
Battery  to  join  the  brigade  of  the  First  Division  marching  from  Plden 
CourtTIouse  when  en  route.  Second,  the  Second  Division,  Brigadier- 
General  Hazen  commanding,  will  march  from  its  present  camp  at  7  a.  m., 
by  the  direct  road  from  Cannouchee  bridge,  to  Dillon’s  Ferry.  As  soon 
as  his  troops  and  trains  have  re-crossed  the  Cannouchee  River  the  com¬ 
manding  oflicer  of  the  First  Missouri  Engineers  will  cause  the  pontoon 
bridge  to  be  taken  up,  and  will  follow  the  Second  Division.  The  rear 
guard  of  the  Second  Division  will  escort  the  iiontoon  train,  and  to  that 
end  will  remain  here  until  the  same  is  well  on  the  road.  As  soon  as 
the  Pflrst  Division  is  over  the  Ogeechee  River  Brigadier-General  Hazen 
will  proceed  to  cross  his  Fominand. 

III.  The  Third  Division,  Brigadiev-General  Smith  commanding,  will 
leave  its  i)resent  camp  at  7  a.  m.  to-monow  for  the  place  laid  down  on 
the  maps  as  Beverly.  It  will  follow  substantially  the  tow-i)ath,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  canal,  but  will  at  the  same  time  ])atrol  and  reconnoiter 
the  plank  and  country  roads  into  Savannah.  The  Fourth  Diviision, 
Brigadier-General  tk)rse  commanding,  will,  at  8  a.  m.,  continue  its 
reconnaissance  toward  the  point  indicated  as  Hermitage,  scouring  all 
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tbe  approaches  to  SavaiiDah  in  his  front,  with  a  view  of  obtaining*  the 
most  perfect  information  of  the  enemy’s  position  and  works.  The  First 
and  Second  Divisions,  after  having  executed  the  movements  as  ordered 
in  paragraph  II,  Special  Orders,  No.  194,  of  date,  will  continue  to  close 
on  the  leading  divisions,  as  follows:  The  First  Division,  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Woods  commanding,  will  follow  the  Third  Division,  while  Brigadier- 
General  Hazen  with  the  Second  Division  will  march  to  the  support  of 
the  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding.  In  order 
to  join  as  fast  as  possible  their  respective  columns  Generals  Hazen 
and  Woods  will,  on  their  arrival  at  the  Ogeechee  Biver,  leave  their 
respective  trains  in  chai’ge  of  one  regiment  each,  with  instructions  to 
guard  and  corral  them  east  of  the  Ogeechee  and  on  the  south-side  of 
the  canal  until  further  orders.  Department  headquarters  will  march 
with  the  left  column  (First  and  Third  Divisions),  while  the  corps  com¬ 
mander  will  accompany  the  right  column  (Second  and  Fourth  Divisions). 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jose])h  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Gene^'al. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15tii  Army  Corps, 

■  Savannah  Canal,  near  Dilloids  Bridge,  Oa., 

No.  248.  \  '  December  .9,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  lOth  instant,  in 
the  following  order:  First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  as  advance 
guard,  followed  by  regimental  wagons  and  one  ambulance;  second, 
pioneer  corps,  tool  wagons,  baggage  wagon,  and  one  ambulance; 
third.  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  followed  by  wagons  of  the 
battery  and  one  ambulance;  fourth.  Battery  11,  First  Illinois  Artillery, 
followed  by  wagons  of  the  battery  and  one  ambulance;  fifth,  four 
wagons  of  ammunition  (musket);  sixth,  remainder  of  First  Brigade, 
each  regiment  followed  by  regimental  wagons  and  one  ambulance;  sev¬ 
enth,  three  regiments  Second  Brigade,  each  regiment  followed  by  regi¬ 
mental  wagons  aiiM  one  ambulance;  eighth,  the  trains,  except  such  por¬ 
tions  as  are  mentioned  above,  Avill  remain  in  their  present  camp, 
guarded  by  one  regiment  of  Second  Brigade. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  )  Headquarters  FoimTii  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Fifteenth  Ar3iy  Corps, 

No.  27.  )  Near  Savannah  Canal,  December  9,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  to-day  at  11  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order: 
The  Second  Brigade  Avill  move  in  the  advance,  followed  by  the  battery; 
the  First  Brigade  ivill  move  in  the  center;  the  Third  Brigade  will 
bring  up  the  rear.  The  i)ioneer  corps  will  follow  the  advance  guard, 
and  remove  all  obstructions  that  may  have  been  placed  in  the  road  by 
the  enemy.  The  trains  will  move  as  follows:  First,  the  pioneer  corps 
train;  second,  the  Second  Brigade  train;  third,  the  First  Brigade  train; 
fourth,  the  Third  Brigade  train;  fifth,  the  ambulance  corps  train; 
sixth,  the  ordnance  train;  seventh,  the  supply  train. 

By  order: 

LEO  (LVHPEK, 

A ss ista n t  A dj n taut- Genieva  1. 


Chap.  LVI.] 


673 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - UNION. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Near  GnJf  Railroad.,  Ga.,  December  9,  1864. 

Maj.  E.  S.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Detachment  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry: 

Major:  By  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  commanding 
Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  yon  will,  at  early  daylight  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  December  10,  move  with  your  command  across  the 
bridge  you  are  now  guarding,  and,  if  possible,  take  possession  of  the 
ridge  on  the  other  side,  sending  word  to  these  headquarters  immediately 
on  gaining  the  ridge,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  if  you  develop  the  enemy 
in  force. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry, 
commanding : 

N.  FLANSBUBG, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  303.  (  Station  J,  Gu.,  December  9,  1864. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
Third  Division. 

4.  The  First  Michigan  Regiment  of  Engineers,  with  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  tools  to  repair  the  road,  in  wagons,  will  follow  the  Fourth 
Division. 

5.  The  division  trains,  except  the  ordnance  train  and  ambulances, 
which  will  follow  their  respective  divisions,  will  move  in  rear  of  the 
troops  in  the  same  order  of  march  as  the  command  to  which  they 
belong,  and  each  division  commander  will  leave  with  his  train  a  light 
guard  to  protect  the  flanks.  The  rear  will  be  protected  by  a  brigade 
from  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry.  When  practicable  the  wagons  will 
move  two  abreast. 

0.  The  train  of  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
and  of  these  headquarters  will  move  at  the  head  of  general  train. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssis ta n t  A dj uta nt- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeen^jti  Army  Corps, 

No.  IC9.  )  Near  Station  No.  2,  Ga.,  December  9,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  9  a.  m.  Tlie  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  R.  K.  Scott  commanding,  will  have  the  advance.  Artil¬ 
lery  and  trains  as  heretofore. 

II.  The  following  are  tlie  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow:  First, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Avill  move  forward 
at  7  a.  m.,  following  the  First  Regiment  of  Michigan  FnginecTs;  sec¬ 
ond,  artillery,  Fiftecmtli  Ohio  Battery;  third,  Col.  R.  K.  Scott,  com- 
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manding  Second  Brigade,  will  follow  the  artillery  j  fourth,  ambulances 
and  ordnance  train,  all  the  wagons  will  follow  in  rear  of  the  corps  in 
same  order  of  march  as  their  respective  commands;  fifth,  each  brigade 
commander  will  detail  one  company  for  train  guard,  to  report  at  wagon 
corral,  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  to  Lieut.  George  W.  Porter,  aide-de-camp, 
for  further  instructions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  J)ivision  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fooler  (Ao.  1),  December  9,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General:  As  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  from  you  to-day  except 
your  guns,  nearly  due  north,  from  3  to  5  p.  m.  General  HoAvard  has 
reported,  and  is  in  possession  of  the  Gulf  railroad ;  captured  one  piece 
of  artillery,  some  prisoners,  and  a  train  of  cars;  both  corps  have  met 
opposition,  but  have  overcome  it;  and  Howard  Avill  move  the  Fifteenth 
via  the  plank  road,  and  the  Seventeenth  via  this  the  main  road,  on 
Savannah,  in  the  morning. 

The  general  Avishes  you  to  continue  along  the  Savannah  Kiver  in 
your  movement  on  the  city,  making  as  much  progress  as  you  can  untif 
the  enetoiy’s  main  line  is  developed. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Two  Miles  South  of  Fbenezer  Creek,  December  9,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Left  Wing : 

Colonel:  My  rear  only  completed  the  crossing  of  the  creek  at  day¬ 
light.  1  am  uoAv  moving  for  Saint  Augustine  Creek,  and  if  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  or  opposition  is  not  too  great  will  reach  there  to-day.  One  of  the 
enemy’s  gun-boats  made  several  demonstrations  against  our  bridge  yes¬ 
terday,  but  a  few  shells  satisfied  them  they  could  accomplish  nothing, 
and.it  gave  up  the  project.  My  troops  skirmished  all  day.  FeAA'er  at¬ 
tacks  in  rear.  I  have  destroyed  the  bridge  behind  me,  and  do  not 
think  I  shall  be  troubled  from  the  rear  to-day.  I  can  hear  nothing  of 
the  TAA^entieth  Corps.  Heavy  cannonading  is  iioav  progressing  in  the 
direction  of  Savannah  or  Coosawhatchie. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Taventieth  Corps, 

Fear  Monteith,  Ga.,  December  9, 1864. 
The  movements  of  this  corps  to-moiTOAv  Avill  b(‘.  as  follows:  The  First 
Division  Avill  break  camp  at  (>.30  a.  m.,  and  i)ush  IbrAA'ard  toAAard  tlie 
Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad.  The  cavalry  of  Colonel  Hughes 
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will  ])recede  the  infantry,  starting  at  6  a.  m.  The  Third  Division  will 
follow  the  First  Division,  starting  from  their  present  camp  at  0  a.  m. 
The  Second  Division  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  trains.  General 
Geary  will  send  one  of  his  brigades  to  guard  the  rear  of  the  train,  and 
hold  his  otlier  two  brigades  in  their  present  camps,  but  be  in  readiness 
to  move  at  short  notice.  The  train  will  remain  in  its  present  park  until 
further  orders.  All  pack-animals  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions, 
except  the  animals  that  carry  the  pioneers’  tools,  will  be  left  with  the 
trains.  Fifteen  wagons  from  the  ammunition  train  of  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion  and  five  from  the  ammunition  train  of  the  Third  Division  will 
accompany  the  advanced  forces.  These-wagons,  with  the  headquarters 
wagons  and  ambulances,  will  march  in  rear  of  the  center  brigade  of  the 
Third  Division. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Monteith^  Ga.,  December  P,  1864. 

This  division  will  move  to-morrow  at  G.30  a.  m.,  in  the  following 
order:  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  followed  by  a  battery;  Third  bri¬ 
gade  next,  and  First  in  rear.  The  trains  will  remain  in  their  present 
park,  under  General  Geary,  until  further  orders.  All  pack-animals, 
except  those  that  carry  pioneer  tools,  will  be  left  with  the  trains. 
Captain  Augustine,  ordnance  officer,  will  send  fifteen  wagons  of  am¬ 
munition,  which  will  have  a  position  in  the  column  with  the  different 
headquarters  wagons  and  ambulances,  in  rear  of  the  center  brigiide  of 
the  Third  Division,  which  immediately  follows  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson: 

GEO.  EOBINSON, 

First  Lieutenant  und  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

December  9,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera^  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  The  Third  Division  train  (rear)  is  not  nearly  all  in.  The 
ground  will  not  even  hold  corduroy.  ’  I  will  push  on  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble,  but  my  movements  will  necessarily  be  very  slow,  as  I  hear  that 
most  of  the  road  ahead  has  to  be  worked. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  AVLVED, 

'  Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Twentiejti  Corps, 

Near  Zion  Churchy  Ga.,  December  .9,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  Tlie  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
one  mile  from  where  he  encamped  last  night,  at  Zion  Cl'urch,  you  take 
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the  road  to  the  left;  it  is  a  road  not  laid  down  on  the  map.  He 
directs  that  yon  place  two  regiments  to  hold  the  road  leading  to  the 
rightj  at  this  church. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DEOHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Ad jutarit- General. 


,  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Mount  Zion  Church.,  Ga.j  December  9,  1864 — 10.15  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  :  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  are  halted  here  awaiting 
the  train.  The  enemy  are  in  front  of  ns,  and  the  general  deems  it  im* 
])rudent  to  push  the  troops  farther  until  the  arrival  of  the  train,  as  it 
would  be  too  much  exposed.  The  general  commanding  the  corps  de¬ 
sires  to  have  yon  report  every  two  hours  the  location  and  state  of 
affairs  along  the  train,  where  your  rear  is,  &c.  In  dating  your  notes, 
please  state  the  hour  and  place.  '' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah  Canal.,  Ga.,  December  9,  1864. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

IN  THE  YICINITA"  OF  SAVANNAH,  GA.  : 

Sir  :  We  have  met  with  perfect  success  thus  far.  Troops  in  fine 
vspirits,  and  near  by. 

Respectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General.,  Commanding  Right  Wing  of  Army. 


Special  ^  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  [>  In  the  Field,  near  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  130.  )  December  10,  1864. 

The  army  having  arrived  before  Savannah,  will  proceed  to  invest  the 
place,  and  to  open  up  communication  with  our  fleet  in  Ossabaw  and 
Wassaw  Sounds. 

I.  The  Left  Wing,  Major-General  Slocum,  will  make  a  left  flank  near 
the  Savannah  River  above  the  city,  and  extend  round  to  a  point  near 
the  plank  road.  He  is  also  charged  with  the  utter  destruction  of  the 
Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad  back  to  and  including  the  Savannah 
Riv'er  bridge,  as  also  the  Central  Georgia  road  from  his  line  back  to 
Pooler  (No.  1).  One  battalion  of  the  First  Regiment  Michigan  Engineers 
and  Mechanics  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  General  Slocum,  to  twist 
the  rails. 

II.  The  Right  Wing,  Major-General  Howard,  will  extend  from  General 
Slocum’s  right  to  the  Savannah  River  below  the  city,  or  to  tlie  Shell 
road.  General  Howard  is  also  charged  with  opening  communication 
with  the  fleet  and  the  destruction  of  the  Gulf  railroad  back  to  and 
including  the  Ogeechee  River  bridge. 
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III.  Capt.  O.  M.  Poe,  eliief  engineer,  will  fortliwith  cause  thorough 
reconnaissances  to  be  made,  so  as  to  comx^ile  an  ai>proximate  map  for 
the  use  of  army  commanders,  and  will  also  cause'roads  to  be  examined 
and  opened,  to  facilitate  communication  with  the  different  parts  of  it. 

ly.  Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick,  commanding  cavalry,  will  watch 
all  roads  to  the  rear,  and  also  assist  General  Howard  in  opening  commu- 
nication  with  the  fleet;  and  army  and  corps  commanders  will  at  once 
overhaul  their  trains,  and  be  prepared,  on  short  notice,  to  send  to  the 
fleet  everything  not  absolutely  required  for  our  success. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W,  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

,  Aide-de-Camp, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  OgeecheCj  near  tSavannali,  December  10^  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

'  Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

I  have  directed  that  to-morrow  Major-General  Blair  so  place  his  com¬ 
mand  that  his  right  flank  will  rest  on  King’s  Bridge  and  Savannah 
road;  that  General  Osterhaus  will  push  his  coiq^s  to  the  right,  his  left 
flank  resting  on  the  same  road.  I  find  that  on  this  side  of  the  Ogee- 
chee  every  inlet  to  the  sea  to  which  access  can  be  had  is  commanded 
either  by  a  fort  or  battery.  I  think,  however,  that  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river  access  can  be  had  to  Ossabaw  Sound;  and,  with  a  view  to 
this,  I  have  directed  Captain  Beese,  of  my  staff,  to  repair  King’s  Bridge, 
and  shall  throw  over  a  reconnaissance  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  it  is  practicable  to  communicate  with  the  west  side  of  the  river. 
The  party  I  sent  last  night  down  the  river  for  that  purpose  has  not  yet 
returned.  I  have  not  yet  received  any  further  orders  from  you  than 
what  you  gave  me  verbally  to-day. 

Very  respecdfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  IIOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Special  i  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Field  Orders,  >  SSavannah  Canal near  Dillo)ds  Bridge.,  Ga.j 

No.  191.  )  December  10,  1864. 

Majoi’-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  wilt 
not  at  present  take  up  his  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Ogeechee,  but  leave 
the  same,  Avith  one  strong  regiment  well  disposed  for  guard,  until  fnr- 
tiier  orders. 


Little  Ogeechee,  Near  Savannah,  Ga., 

December  10,  1864. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  operations  of  this  army  to¬ 
morrow:  First,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  (joinmanding  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  will  move  Ids  entire  corps  around  to  the  right  of  the  King’s 
Bridge  and  Savannah  road,  placing  one  division  in  reserve  on  that  road, 
from  which  will  be  furnished  the  jnoneer  corjis,  and  such  other  details 
of  men,  teams,  &c.,  as  may  be  recpiiivd  by  (/aptaiii  Keese,  chief  engi¬ 
neer,  in  the  re(M)nstrnction  of  King’s  Bridge.  Second,  .Major-General 
Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  his  command 


678 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


by  tlie  Darien  road  around  to  the  rigiit,  until  Ids  right  rests  on  the 
King’s  Bridge  and  Savannah  road.  Third,  all  the  trains,  cattle,  &c.,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Qgeechee  will  be  crossed  over  to  the  east  side,  the 
trains,  with  small  guards,  to  be  parked,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  in  rear 
of  their  respective  divisions,  and  the  cattle  occupying  sucli  xdaces  in 
the  rear  of  the  army  as  may  be  most  convenient  for  forage,  &c.  Fourth, 
the  portion  of  the  engineer  regiment  with  the  Fifteenth  Corx)S,  and  as 
many  officers  and  men  of  same  as  can  be  spared  from  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corjrs  (leaving  enough  to  take  care  of  the  bridge  at  Dillon’s  Ferry), 
will  report,  with  tools,  &c.,  without  delay,  to  Capt.  O.  B.  Reese,  chief 
engineer,  at  King’s  Bridge.  Fifth,  the  xmntoon  bridge  at  Dillon’s  will 
not  be  taken  up  until  King’s  Bridge  is  repaired,  or  until  further  orders. 
Sixth,  corps  commanders  will  direct  an  equitable  division  of  the  rations 
on  hand  to  be  made  to  their  divisions. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge^ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee^  near  Savannah j  Ga.,  December  10^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

I  have  heard  that  yon  have  discovered  a  way  by  which  yon  think 
you  can  turn  the  flank  of  a  portion  of  the  enemy’s  force  in  your  front. 
If  such  is  the  case  every  eflort  you  make  for  that  purpose  will  meet 
my  hearty  ap]3robation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Ga.^  December  10^  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  protect 
your  front  by  throwing  up  earth- works  opposite  such  x^laces  as  will  en¬ 
able  the  enemy  to  move  forward  across  the  marshes  and  rice  fields. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 

A ssistant  A dj utant- Gen eral. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Ga.^  December  10^  1864. 

Col.  R.  K.  Adams,  , 

Comdg.  Second  Brigade j  Fourth  Div.j  15th  Army  Corps  : 

The  general  wishes  you  to  make  a  crossing  at  some  point  below  the 
railroad  as  early  to-morrow  a.s  ])ossible.  It  is  very  important  that  a 
crossing  should  be  made.  Th(‘  gcmeral  says  the  first  to  make  the  cross- 
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ing'  vsliall  liave  the  honor.  The  general  says  he  cannot  spare  the 
Eighty-lirst  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  A  staff  officer  will  be  there  early 
to-inorrow  morning. 

Respectfully. 

H.  L.  BURNHAM, 
Captain  and  Provost-Marshal. 


Special  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  304.  ^  Near  Savannah.,  Ga.,  Becemher  10,  1864. 

The  coininancl  will  be  prepared  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  draw  out 
from  its  present  position,  upon  being  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
and  to  move  to  the  right.  The  necessary  directions  for  the  movement 
will  be  given  in  the  morning.  Unless  otherwise  directed.  Brig.  Gen. 
M.  H.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  out  first,  to  be 
followed  successively  by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  and  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division. 
The  trains  Avill  move  with  their  respective  divisions.  The  First  Michi¬ 
gan  Engineers  will  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  train  of  the  head¬ 
quarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and  of  these  headquarters 
will  move  at  the  head  of  the  Third  Division  train. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  10,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  send  out  three  or  four  men  in  your  front,  to  creeii  up  as 
far  as  possible  toward  the  enemy’s  works,  and  ascertain  the  nature  of 
the  ground  between  you  and  the  works.  Should  there  be  no  swamps 
or  creek  in  front  of  your  left  brigade,  and  the  ground  prove  fiivorable 
tor  an  advance,  you  will  proceed  to  throw  up  to-night  works  for  two 
batteries — one  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  where  Generals  Sherman  and 
Blair  and  yourself  were  standing  together  to-day,  the  works  to  be 
iffaced  so  as  to  be  masked  by  the  bushes  that  are  there;  the  other  on 
the  crest  that  is  in  front  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  point  mentioned 
where  you  were  standing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  1. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

'Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  10,  1861. 
The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  prepared  to  march  to-morrow  at 
7  a.  m.  Order  of  march:  First,  i)ioneer  corps;  second.  First  Brigade; 
third,  battery;  four ch.  Second  Brigade;  fifth.  Third  Brigade;  sixth, 
ambulance  train ;  seventh,  ordnance  train;  eighth,  supply  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower: 

CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieut.,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

December  10 ,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commandinff  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  move  third  in  the  order  of  march  to-day,  following  the  First 
Division,  which  follows  the  Fourth  Division. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistemt  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  170.  )  Before  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  10,  1864. 

1.  This  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-mor¬ 
row,  on  being  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Col.  E.  K.  Scott  commanding,  will  have  the  advance.  Artillery  and 
trains  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Four  ALiles  from  Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad, 

December  10,  1864 — 4.30  a.  m. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

Captain:  At  this  point  my  column  found  our  road  very  badly  ob¬ 
structed  and  tlie  enemy  on  opposite  side  Avith  two  small  works.  We 
drove  him  from  the  works,  and  have  removed  all  obstructions,  and  I  do 
not  anticipate  much  difficulty  between  here  and  the  railroad.  We  moA^e 
at  daylight.  Davis  is  moving,  but  his  road  is  a  difficult  one.  1  think 
I  shall  meet  him  near  Cherokee  Hill  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Left  AVing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Five  Miles  from  Savannah,  December  10^  1861 — p.  m. 
Mnj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

CommanduKj  Fourteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  put  your  command 
in  camp  Avhere  you  noAv  are.  He  intends  to  deA^elop  the  enemy’s  line 
Avitlj  the  Twentieth  Corps  this  p.  m.,  and  as  soon  as  Ave  can  tind  out 
something  about  the  country  here  a  position  Avill  be  found  for  your 
cor])s.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  are  Avell  up  on  our  right,  and  have  been 
feeling  ot  the  enemy  a  little  this  forenoon.  You  had  better  send  a  stall 
officer  forAA^ard  to  lind  a  jJace  to])ark  your  train  near  here. 

ATuy  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  C.  RODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wind,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Five  Miles  from  Savannah^  December  10^  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  corps  to¬ 
morrow  morning  and  occupy  the  line  now  held  by  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  on  the  right  of  the  Twentieth  Corps.  Please  send  the  division 
you  intend  to  occupy  the  left  of  your  line  first,  and  have  it  leave  camp 
at  7  a.  m.  The  pioneers  should  accompany  this  division  to  repair  the 
roads  from  here  to  the  position  you  are  to  occupy.  The  other  two 
divisions  to  follow  with  your  entire  train  about  11  a.  m.,  and  on  the  way 
they  are  to  burn  thoroughly  all  the  bridges  and  trestle-work  on  the 
railroad  up  to  this  i)oint. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  KODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ten  Miles  from  Savannakj  Ga.y  December  10,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  general  commanding  has  directed  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  to  him,  and  to  say  to  you  that  you  will  not  probably  move 
from  your  present  position  before  11  a.  m.  to-morrow.  He  desires  you, 
if  possible,  meanwhile,  to  reach  and  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  and  to 
destroy  the  trestle-work  as  completely  as  practicable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Five  Miles  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  10,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  your  command  be 
in  readiness  to  move  to-morrow  morning  at  about  9  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  P.  DECHEBT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assista}tt  Adjutant- General. 
(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward,  commanding  Third  Division.) 


Headquarters  Twentieth  ('orps. 

Five  Miles  from  Savannah,  Ga..,  December  10,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  cor])s directs  tliat  you  send 
at  7  i\.  m.  to-morrow  one  of  your  brigades  to  reconnoiter  the  country 
between  this  road  and  tlui  Savannali  River.  He  wislies  to  ascertain  the 
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nature  of  the  country  and  the  enemy’s  position.  Captain  McDowell, 
chief  topographical  engineer  of  the  corps,  will  accompany  the  brigade; 
he  has  been  over  a  portion  of  the  road.  The  general  desires  that  you 
will  have  the  balance  of  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  9  a.  m. 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

December  10,  1864. 

Col.  H.  A.  Barnum, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  division  directs  that  you  take 
your  brigade,  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  reconnoiter  the  country  between 
Augusta  road  and  the  railroad  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  country 
and  the  enemy’s  position.  Captain  McDowell,  chief  topographical 
engineer  of  the  corps,  and  Captain  Schilling,  topographical  engineer 
of  division,  will  accompany  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  j  Near  JSavannah,  Ga.,  JJecemher  10,  1864. 

The  following-named  staff  officers  are  hereby  announced  on  the  staff 
of  the  general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord¬ 
ingly:  Capt.  F.  C.  Crawford,  Eighty-fifty  Indiana  Volunteers,  aide  de¬ 
camp;  Capt.  E.  W.  Ward,  Third  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry,  aide-de- 
camp. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward: 

JOHN  SPEED, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Coast  Division, 

No.  4.  3  December  10,  1864. 

I.  The  Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  hereby  transferred  from 
the  First  to  the  Second  Brigade.  The  commanding  officer  will  report 
to  Col.  E.  N.  Ilallowell,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

II.  The  Seventy-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  seventh  Regiments  Ohio 
Volunteers  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade.  The  command¬ 
ing  officers  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  commanding. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieutenant,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  Savannah^  December  llj  1864 — 2  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  December  10,  and  also  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  191,  are  just  received.  The  general-in-chief  wishes  yon  to 
secure  the  trains  cut  off  on  the  Gulf  road,  and  also  describe  to  him 
what  is  the  position  of  King’s  Bridge  and  Dillon’s  Ferry.  Neither  is 
on  the  map.  I  have  had  couriers  looking  for  you  since  5  p.  m.  10th, 
with  orders,  but  they  are  unable  to  find  your  headquarters.  I  send 
inclosed  another  copy.*  The  general  understands  the  trains  to  be 
between  Way’s  and  Fleming’s  Stations. 

I  am,  general, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide- de- Camp, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee,  Eleven  Miles  from  Savannah^  December  11,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Alississippi : 

General  :  I  inclose  you  a  rough  sketch!  made  by  Captain  Reese. 
He  will  have  a  better  very  soon.  The  King’s  Bridge  road  is  the  pro¬ 
longation  of  the  iilank  road.  1  have  received  your  Field  Orders,  No.  130. 
My  headquarters  are  now  on  the  King’s  Bridge  and  Savannah  road, 
three  miles  and  a  half  in  rear  of  Corse’s  advanced  line.  I  shall  move 
up  this  morning,  and  will  send  an  officer  to  let  you  know  where  I  shall 
be.  I  think  the  atmosphere  is  now^  clear  enough  to  communicate  with 
the  fleet  by  signal  from  a  point  Captain  McClintock,  signal  officer,  has 
selected.  The  Darien  road  is  an  excellent  one  from  the  canal  across  to 
this  road,  and  will  give  us  easy  communication. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee^  near  Savannah December  11,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  :  I  have  carefully  reconnoitered  this  part  of  the  rebel  posi¬ 
tion.  T  find  that  there  are  at  least  five  batteries,  one  of  them  mount¬ 
ing  four  guns  and  the  others  probably  one  each.  The  marsh  extending 
along  their  whole  front  is  impassable  either  to  foot  or  horsemen,  and 
the  only  way  by  which  it  can  be  crossed,  leading  from  Doctor  Cheves’ 
plantation,  has  a  battery  planted  at  the  other  shore.  Their  line  runs 
along  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  termimiting  near  its 
mouth,  where  it  cannot  be  ai)i)roached  owing  to  the  swamps  bord(‘ring 
the  river.  At  Screven’s  there  is  a  good  landing,  opposite  which  is  Fort 
McAllister.  The  fort  js  well  su])plied  with  gunsj  some  of  the  negroes 
saying  that  tlun  e  are  thirty-five  mounted — others,  less — and  that  there 
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are  but  fifty  men  fit  for  duty.  I  have  given  General  Kilpatrick  four 
pontoouS;  and  ordered  him  to  cross  the  Cannouchee  and  take  the  fort  if 
possible.  If  he  is  unsuccessful  I  shall  march  down  a  division.  King^s 
Bridge  will  be  finished  to-morrow  night,  and  from  there  to  Fort  McAl¬ 
lister  there  is  a  good  road,  without  obstructions.  We  have  tried  in 
every  way  to  communicate  with  the  fleet,  but  have  thus  far  been  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  I  hope  that  by  to-night  we  shall  be  able  to  do  so  with  signal 
rockets.  I  find  that  about  150  feet  of  the  Ogeechee  railroad  bridge  at 
each  end  had  been  destroyed  at  the  first  breaking  of  the  road.  We 
find  no  trains  between  Way’s  and  Fleming’s  Stations. 

Bespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  192.  )  Little  Ogeechee^  near  Savcumah,  December  11,  1864. 

I.  The  scarcity  of  forage,  and  the  necessity  of  horses  and  mules  for 
the  cavalry  service,  necessitates  the  issuing  of  the  following  orders,  viz: 
First,  all  general,  staff*,  and  other  officers  entitled  to  be  mounted  will  be 
allowed  only  the  number  of  horses  prescribed  by  regulations  and  orders. 
Second,  officers,  officers’  servants,  clerks,  foragers,  and  all  other  unau 
thorized  persons  riding  Government  horses  and  mules,  will  be  at  once 
dismounted,  and  the  animals  turned  over  to  respective  division  quar¬ 
termasters,  the  serviceable  to  be  turned  over,  under  the  direction  of  the 
chief  quartermaster,  for  the  use  of  the  cavalry,  and  the  unserviceable  and 
worthless  to  be  shot  and  buried.  Third,  all  horses  and  mules  captured 
during  the  late  march  must  now  be  properly  taken  up,  branded,  and  ac¬ 
counted  for  as  public  property.  Fourth,  corps  commanders  Avill  cause  a 
rigid  inspection  to  be  made  in  their  commands,  in  accordance  with  this 
order,  and  will  be  responsible  that  in  spirit  and  intent  it  is  fully  carried 
out.  Fifth,  orderlies  and  other  soldiers  entitled  to  be  mounted  while  on 
duty  with  their  commands  should  be  provided  with  passes,  or  orders  to 
that  effect,  to  prevent  their  horses  being  taken,  as  provided  for  in 
Special  Field  Orders,  Kos.  17  and  129,  Military  Division  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  current  series. 

II.  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  cause  to  be  detailed  from  his  command  one  section  of  Ca])tain  De 
Gress’  battery  and  one  small  regiment  of  infantry,  to  report  to  Maj.  T. 
W.  Osborn,  chief  of  artillery,  at  these  headquarters  to-morrow  at  7 
a.  m.,  for  duty  at  Cheves’  Mill. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 

,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Armi:  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeeehee,  near  Savannah,  December  11,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  major-general  directs  me  to  instruct  you  to  place  two  of  your 
divisions  in  ])osition,  facing  th(‘  enemy,  on  the  right  of  the  King’s  Bridge 
and  Savannah  road,  and  j)lace  one  division  in  reserve,  as  indicated  in 
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Special  Field  Orders,  No.  191,  of  yesterday.  Your  remaining'  division 
will,  in  accordance  with  General  Sherman’s  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
130,  copy  herewith  inclosed,*  encamp  in  convenient  proximity  to  the 
Gulf  railroad.  To  it  will  be  intrusted  the  destruction  of  that  road,  as 
specified  in  General  Sherman's  order  (Special  Field  Orders,  No.  130). 
Tlie  Ogeechee  bridge  will  not,  however,  be  destroyed  until  a  party  has 
been  sent  across  to  secure  the  trains  reported  to  be  between  Way’s  and 
Fleming’s  Stations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjuta7it- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  195.  )  Anderson'’s  Flantation^  Ga.j  Deeemher  11,  1864. 

*  *  *  ■  *  #  *  * 

II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  o})erations  of  the  corps  to¬ 
morrow:  The  First,  Third,  and  Fourth  Divisions  will  move,  by  the  right 
flank,  south  of  the  King’s  Bridge  and  Savannah  road,  at  8  a.  m.,  in  the 
following  order :  Brigadier  General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Divis¬ 
ion,  will  move  his  entire  command  to  the  right,  toward  the  railroad,  as 
far  as  the  conformation  of  the  ground  will  permit,  placing  his  brigades 
in  double  lines.  He  will  eause,  however,  the  regiments  now  on  the 
railroad  to  remain  in  their  present  positions.  Brigadier-Generals 
Woods  and  Smith  will  close  up,  by  the  right  flank,  on  General  Corse’s 
lines,  respectively,  and  will  place  their  troops  on  an  alignment,  wfith 
General  Smith  resting  his  left  on  the  King’s  Bridge  and  Savannah 
road.  The  entire  movement  must  be  well  screened  from  the  view  of 
the  enemy,  and  division  commanders  will  be  careful  in  selecting  their 
roads  to  attain  that  end.  The  i)resent  pickets  or  skirmish-line  of  the 
Fourth  Division  will  remain  until  the  three  divisions  are  in  position, 
wdien  division  eommanders  will  relieve  those  on  the  right  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah  road  in  their  respective  fronts;  those  on  the  left  of  said  road  will 
remain  until  relieved  by  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Brigadier- 
General  Hazen,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  take  up  a  reserve 
])Osition  west  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  covering  ^Yell  his  flank  and  rear 
by  ifickets.  He  will  furnish  to  Captain  Reese,  chief  engineer  of  the 
army,  the  pioneer  corps  of  his  command,  and  all  such  details  of  men, 
teams,  &c.,  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  reconstruction  of  King’s  Bridge. 
All  the  teams  and  eattle  will  be  ordered  up  to  their  respective  divisions, 
and  will  be  ])arked  and  corralled  with  a  view  to  the  convenience  of  for¬ 
age.  As  the  article  will  become  very  scarce  during  our  stay,  the  great¬ 
est  economy  in  the  use  of  it  is  recommended,  and  the  collecting  and 
distributing  of  the  same  must  be  well  systematized  within  the  divisions 
to  prevent  waste.  The  regiments  of  General  Woods’  division  now  on 
guard  at  Dillon’s  Bridge  will  remain  there  and  secure  the  said  bridge 
by  a  tete-de-pont  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ogeechee. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  »Toseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Anderson'’ s  Flantation,  Ga.^  December  11,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  0.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  Yon  will  cause  to  be  detailed  from  your  command  one 
small  regiment  of  infantry,  to  report  to  Maj.  T.  W.  Osborn,  chief  of 
artillery,  at  department  headquarters,  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m.,  for  duty 
at  Cheves’  Mill. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

>  On  Savannah  Canal,  Four  Miles  from 
No.  249.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  8  a.  m.,  in  the  following  order:  First, 
Second  Brigade  in  advance;  second,  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artil¬ 
lery;  third,  pioneer  corps  and  tool  wagons;  fourth,  four  regiments  First 
Brigade;  fifth,  ammunition  wagons;  sixth,  ambulance  corps;  seventh, 
division  headquarters,  regimental,  and  detachment  wagons ;  eighth,  one 
regiment  First  Brigade,  rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Geii.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistan t  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that,  in  accordance 
with  General  Sherman’s  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  130  (of  which  you 
have  a  copy),  you  will,  as  fast  as  General  Slocum  gains  ground  to 
the  right,  A'Ucate  the  position  indicated  for  your  command  in  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  191,  extract  2,  from  these  headquarters,  moving  to  the 
right  of  the  plank  road  and  to  the  rear  of  General  Osterhaus’  position. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART,' 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  .  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  305.  )  Fear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 

The  orders  for  to-morrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  back  on  tlie  main  road,  starting  at  7  a.  m. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division. 

3.  The  division  trains  will  move  together  after  the  First  Division,  in 
the  same  order  as  their  divisions,  excei)t  the  ordnance  and  ambulance 
trains,  which  will  follow  their  respective  divisions, 
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4.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
after  the  general  train. 

5.  Each  division  commander  will  move  a  detachment  of  their  pioneer 
corps  with  their  train,  to  keep  the  road  in  repair. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Gen  era  1. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

N'ear  Savannah^  Ga.,  Decemher  11,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

1  have  had  the  ground  examined  between  my  works  and  those  of  the 
enemy  in  front.  The  ground  is  reported  wet,  but  hard.  Thej^  could 
not  get  near  enough  [to  see]  whether  or  not  there  is  a  ditch  in  front  of 
the  work,  as  there  were  working  parties  of  the  enemy  outside. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  First  Division,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeemher  11,  1864. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  jirepared  to  march  to-morrow  at 
7.30  a.  m.  Order  of  march:  First,  ])ioneer  corps j  second.  Second  Bri 
gade  :  third,  batiery;  fourth.  Third  Brigade;  fifth.  First  Brigade;  sixth, 
ambulance  corps;  seventh,  ordnance  train;  eighth,  the  train  of  this 
division  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Third  Division. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower: 

CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieut.,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

December  11,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Coynmanding  Third  Division : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  we  move  west  on  the  main  road  about  one  mile  from  where 
you  left  it  to-day  to  go  into  camp;  we  then  take  a  left-hand  road, 
crossing  the  canal,  and  go  into  ])osition  in  rear  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ^  '  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  171.  )  Before  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow:  First,  the  First 
Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have  the  advance; 


688  OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA.  [Chap.  lvi. 

second,  artillery,  Fifteeiitli  Ohio  Battery;  third,  Col.  K.  K.  Scott,  com- 
inaiiding  Second  Brigade,  will  follow  the  artillery;  fourth,  ambulance 
and  ordnance  trains;  all  other  wagons  will  follow  in  rear  of  First  Divis¬ 
ion  in  same  order  of  march  as  tlieir  respective  commands. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

December  ff,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 


Gapt.  L.'M.^Dayton, 

Aide- de-C  amp : 

Some  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  were  at  Monteith,  the  residence  of  General 
Harrison,  when  the  party  sent  to  arrest  him  (Harrison)  arrived  there. 
I  have  sent  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  cover  my  rear  and  protect  trains. 
The  left  of  my  line  is  now  established  in  very  close  proximity  to  the 
line  of  the  enemy.  I  have  sent  a  regiment  across  the  river  to  scout  the 
country,  and  am  throwing  up  two  redoubts  on  the  river-bank. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

11.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  near  Savannah^  December  11,  1864. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Com  m  and ing,  d'C.  : 

General:  It  is  reported  to  the  general-in  chief  by  Colonel  Atkins, 
commanding  cavalry  brigade,  that  his  scouts  saw  a  brigade  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  to-day  on  Louisville  and  Savannah  road,  opposite 
Springfield,  and  that  they  were  moving  north  to  the  Augusta  road, 
and  I  am  directed  by  the  general  to  give  you  the  information. 

1  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aidc-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  Front  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  has  directed  me  to  say  to  you  that 
he  wishes  you  to  take  imsition  for  to-night  upon  Saint  Augustine  Creek 
(the  first  creek  this  side  of  the  Ten-Mile  Station).  He  wishes  you  to 
destroy  all  the  trestle-works  on  this  side  of  the  bridge  toward  this  point, 
and  desires  a  report  of  your  operations  this  morning  and  of  your  success 
in  destroying  the  railroad  bridge.  He  also  wishes  to  know  if  you  deem 
it  practicable  to  construct  a  boom  above  the  bridge  Avhich  will  obstruct 
the  passage  of  boats  upon  the  river. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

December  11^  1864 — 6.15  p.  m. 

Colonel  Kodoers,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  by  this  time  two  divisions 
of  my  corps  are  in  i)osition,  having  relieved  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
entirely.  Baird’s  division  is  still  at  Saint  Augustine  Creek.  The 
inclosed  report  of  General  Baird  will  show  the  general  commanding 
the  state  of  affairs  at  the  railroad  crossing.  My  trains  are  stuck  in  the 
mud  for  the  balance  of  the  night  on  the  road  Colonel  Asmussen  advised 
me  to  take;  it  vdll  Be  corduroyed  by  morning.  My  headquarters  are 
on  the  Georgia  Central  road,  about  a  mile  west  of  General  Sherman’s. 
The  bearer  can  stay  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Left  Wing  and  bring  any 
communications  desired. 

Very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General.,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.  J 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Decefnber  ,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Col.  A.  C.  McClurg,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  directing  me  to  encamj)  on  Saint 
Augustine  Creek,  and  asking  a  report  of  my  oiierations  this  morning. 
1  found  the  trestle-work  about  fifteen  feet  high,  built  upon  piles  and 
through  a  swamp  not  passable  except  upon  bridges,  which  it  would 
take  days  to  build  if  we  had  the  material.  The  farther  end  was  occu- 
I)ied  by  the  rebels  with  a  battery,  which  was  so  remote  that  their  shot 
barely  reached  us;  our  Napoleons  would  not  have  reached  them.  It 
wqs  utterly  impossible  to  get  near  the  batterjq  as  the  only  approach 
was  along  the  railroad  track,  under  fire  of  the  battery.  There  was  a 
locomotive  and  platform-car  near  the  rebel  battery,  and  perhaps  it  had 
a  gun  on  it.  The  bridge  over  the  river  was  not  visible,  and  unless  a 
way  can  be  found  through  the  swamp,  which  I  am  assured  there  is  not, 
it  is  not  possible  to  get  near  the  river  on  this  side  at  this  point.  A 
small  train  of  cars  was  seen  on  the  South  Carolina  side,  not  in  motion. 
My  men  went  out  on  the  trestle-work  and  burned  it  for  considerable 
distance  from  this  end ;  they  also  tore  up  and  destroyed  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  track.  To  use  the  railroad  bridge  for  foot  pas¬ 
sengers  they  Avill  have  to  build  over  the  portion  of  the  burned  trestle- 
work  on  top  of  the  piles,  which  can  be  done,  but  the  track  [can]  not  be 
repaired  in  some  time.  I  find  rebels  now  on  my  fiank,  on  the  Monteith 
road,  I  presume. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIRD, 

Brigadier- Genera^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

'  Five  miles  from  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary,  Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  if  you  can  find  any 
boats  in  the  river  you  send  fifty  or  sixty  men  to  Hutchinson’s  Island  to 
ascertain  what  they  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  F.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  lissistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  3d  Cavalry  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

December  11,  1864. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camj)  to  Major- General  Sherman: 

Captain:  My  people  have  been  all  day  making  a  road  out  of  range 
of  the  rebel*  guns.  1  have  thoroughly  examined  the  entire  country  on 
the  south  of  General  Howard  between  the  Ogeechee  and  the  rebel  lines. 
It  is  impossible  to  cross  the  Little  Ogeechee  at  any  point.  I  have  been 
in  sight  of  Fort  McAllister;  it  has  about  200  men  and  thirteen  guns 
mounted.  I  have  proposed  to  General  Howard  to  cross  the  Ogeechee 
with  my  command  and  a  force  of  infantry,  and  take  the  fort.  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  from  what  I  learn  that  I  can  take  it,  and  once  done  the  fleet  can 
come  up  to  within  two  miles  of  General  Howard’s  right.  Boats  will 
then  be  at  our  disposal,  and  the  Little  Ogeechee  can  be  cro*ssed.  I 
saw,  I  think,  the  fleet  to-day  behind  Green’s  Island.  Captain  Hayes, 
of  my  staff,  will  make  the  attempt  to-night  to  reach  the  fleet;  a  negro 
has  volunteered  to  pilot  him  through  in  a  boat.  General  Howard  has 
accepted  my  proposition ;  will  give  me  the  infantry  asked  for,  and  I 
only  now  await  your  permission.  I  promise  to  take  the  fort — if  it  is  as 
represented  to  me — and  let  in  our  fleet;  at  all  events,  will  reach  the 
Sound  and  communicate  with  the  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Seventeen  Miles  from  Savannah,  December  II,  1864.* 
General  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army  : 

General:  Since  writing  the  letter  herewith  transmitted  I  have 
received  the  inclosed  note  from  Doctor  Byne,  announcing  the  death  of 
Captain  Korton.  I  have  directed  that  Corporal  Lacey  be  sent  to  me, 
that  he  may  be  transmitted  safely  to  your  lines.  I  shall  not  con¬ 
sider  him  a  prisoner  of  war,  as  he  was  not  captured  in  action.  I  also 
send  herewith  a  book  containing  writing  by  yourself,  which  I  presume 
you  must  value,  and  which  must  have  been  left  by  accident  at  a  house 
where  you  spent  the  night.  While  writing  you  I  take  the  opiiortunity 
to  suggest  that  we  adopt  a  system  for  exchanging  prisoners  belonging 
to  our  respective  commands.  It  certainly  would  aid  us  in  reclaiming 
from  prison  our  friends,  and  would  enable  us  both  to  do  a  great  deal 
toward  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  our  officers  and  soldiers  who  are 
now  in  prison,  or  who  may  hereafter  become  prisoners  of  war.  Should 
you  assent  to  this  proposition  I  will  obtain  the  release  of  such  officers 
and  men  of  your  command  as  we  have  in  prison,  and  will  send  you  a 
list  of  the  officers  and  men  I  desire  released.  I  will  also  agree,  upon 
the  release  of  any  of  my  officers  and  men,  to  release  on  similar  parole 
a  like  number  of  officers  and  men  of  your  command.  Believing  that 
you  will  think  as  I  do,  that  every  commanding  officer’s  duty  is  to  take 
advantage  of  every  oi)portunity  which  presents  itself  to  benefit  the 
condition  of  his  men,  1  trust  to  receive  a  favorable  response. 
Kespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 
Major-General,  C.  S.  Army, 
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Waynesborough,  Ga.,  Deceynber  6,  1864. 

General  Wheeler: 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Norton,  of  the  Yankee  cavalry,  died  last  night 
at  my  house,  and  Mr.  Michael  D.  Lacey,  Company  B,  Tenth  Ohio 
Cavalry,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  who  was  left  as  nurse,  is  still  at  my  house 
awaiting  orders  from  you. 

Y^ours, 

EDMUND  BYNE. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  11^  1864 — 2  j).  m. 

Captain  Dayton: 

My  scouting  party  sent  out  to  Springfield  this  morning  reports  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  rebel  cavalry  nineteen  miles  from  Savannah,  moving  south  on 
a  road  north  of  this  (the  Louisville  road)  and  in  the  direction  of  the 
Augusta  road.  They  saw  one  regiment  pass,  and  a  lady  said  there 
was  a  brigade  with  five  ambulances  and  no  artillery.  1  have  notified 
Colonel  Hamilton,  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  who  is  on  the  Au¬ 
gusta  road. 

I  am,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  D.  ATKINS, 

Col.  Ninety-second  Illinois  Mou7ited  Difty.  Vols.,  Co^ndg.  Brigade. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  PulasMj  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  deserters  (privates) 
from  the  First  Georgia  Regulars,  Colonel  Wayne  commanding,  sta¬ 
tioned  on  Whitemarsh  and  Wilmington  Islands,  came  to  this  post  this 
morning.  Th_ey  were  on  picket  on  Wilmington,  and  left  Thursday 
night.  They  report  that  their  regiment  was  under  orders  to  go  to  Ogee- 
chee,  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  to  meet  some  of  Sherman’s  forces,  as  an 
attack  was  daily  expected.  They  also  report  that  the  day  they  left  the 
adjutant  of  the  regiment  said  a  dispatch  had  been  received  from  Sa¬ 
vannah  that  Sherman  was  within  twelve  miles  of  the  city.  An  irregular 
cannonading  has  been  heard  in  the  direction  of  Savannah  since  2  o’clock 
this  morning.  At  times  it  has  been  quite  brisk,  and  other  times  more 
slow  and  irregular.  As  near  as  we  liave  been  able  to  judge  the  firing 
seemed  to  be  of  light  and  heavy  artillery.  Tlie  commanding  officer  of 
the  Wissahickon  reports  that  from  his  mast  head  the  bursting  of  shells 
was  occasionally  seen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

P.  F.  BROWN,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


692 


[Chap.  LVI. 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  December  12^  1864 — 7  p.  m, 

Maj.  Geu.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding^  dec. : 

Dear  General  :  I  send  you  a  couple  of  letters*  from  Wlieeler  to 
Kilpatrick,  from  which  you  may  draw  inferences  as  to  the  former’s 
whereabouts.  The  officer  who  brought  them  was  sent  off  again,  and 
told  if  there  was  any  answer  we  would  find  some  way  of  communicating 
to  General  Wheeler.  Some  of  his  escort  told  our  men  he  or  they  be¬ 
longed  to  Koss.  I  will  inform  Generals  Slocum  and  Davis — could  have 
sent  these  earlier  had  I  not  expected  you.  Captain  Audenried  has  just 
arrived,  and  yours  to  General  Slocum  has  been  sent.  The  firiug  we 
heard  before  you  left  this  morning  was  by  his  battery  on  the  river  and 
the  enemy’s  gun-boats — two  of  them  and  a  transport  (naval)  tried  to 
go  down  the  river,  but  the  battery  disabled  and  captured  the  latter 
and  drove  the  former  back.  He  gpt-  some  25  Confederate  naval  men 
and  officers,  and  some  few  stores.  A  few  hours’  work  will  repair  the 
steamer.  ^  . 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide  de- Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  December  12, 1864. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Cuyler  and  brother,  who  were  captured  with  a  train  on 
the  Gulf  railroad,  having  given  their  word  of  honor  not  to  divulge 
anything  they  may  have  learned  while  in  the  hands  of  this  army,  are 
permitted  to  proceed  to  King’s  Bridge,  on  the  Ogeechee,  and  thence  to 
their  residence  at  Ko.  2J  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  or  to  Macon,  Ga. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W,  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide- de- Camp. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  193.  )  Little  Ogeechee,  near  Savannah,  December  12,  1864. 

As  soon  as  King’s  Bridge  is  completed  Major-General  Osterhaus,  com¬ 
manding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  direct  his  Second  Division,  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Hazen  commanding,  to  proceed  against  Fort  McAllister 
and  take  it. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  12,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  you, 
if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  to  give  instructions  to  such  of  your 
troops  as  are  fronting  the  enemy  to  throw  up  a  light  work,  even  if  it 
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be  notbiiig  more  tbaii  a  line  of  rails.  It  will  indicate  the  line  and 
serve  as  a  rallying  place  in  case  of  an  attack.  He  also  directs  that,  as 
we  shall  probably  have  to  make  considerable  use  of  the  King’s  Bridge 
and  Savannah  road,  you  cause  it  to  be  repaired  to-morrow  from  the 
front  line  back  to  Little  Ogeechee  Church,  bringing  dry  sand  from  con¬ 
venient  points  to  hll  up  small  ruts  and  bad  places,  and  corduroying  the 
bad  ones  wherever  needed  to  keep  the  road  in  good  hauling  order. 
General  Blair  will  repair  it  from  Little  Ogeechee  Church  to  King’s 
Bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Andersoids  PlantatioUj  Ga.j  December  1:2^  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Hazen, 

Conimanding  Second  Division : 

You  will,  as  soon  as  King’s  Bridge  is  completed,  proceed  with  your 
command  against  Fort  McAllister  and  take  it,  reporting  the  fact  to 
these  headquarters  as  soon  as  accomplished. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  250.  )  Wear  Anderson\s  Plantation^  Ga. ^December  12,1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  7  this  a.  m.  in  the  following  order: 
First,  one  regiment  First  Brigade  in  advance ;  second,  inoneer  corps  and 
tool  wagons j  third,  remainder  of  First  Brigade 5  fourth,  three  regi¬ 
ments  Second  Brigade;  fifth,  ammunition  wagons;  sixth,  ambulances; 
seventh,  division  headquarters,  regimental,  and  detachment  wagons; 
eighth,  one  regiment  Second  Brigade,  rear-guard. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith : 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  December  12,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Rice, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General:  Major-General  Osterhaus  is  of  the  impression  the  enemy 
is  gone  and  orders  me  to  send  a  regiment  to  the  Anderson  house  and 
make  a  feint  of  crossing.  Y"ou  will,  therefore,  send  a  regiment  to  the 
I  point  designated  at  4.30  p.  m.,  push  out  skirmishers  well  through  the 
swamp,  and  if  they  discover  no  signs  of  the  enemy’s  ])resence  move  the 
regiment  down  till  you  develop  whether  they  have  a  for(*e  on  the  other 
side  or  not.  General  Woods  will  move  a  regiment  down  on  the  main 
Savannah  road  at  the  same  time  and  for  tlie  same  ])nrpose.  Becau- 
i .  tious  and  do  not  get-the  command  under  lire  in  the  swanq)  till  you  are 
■ '  satisfied  the  enemy  is  either  very  weak  or  gone. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Comynanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeecheej  near  Savannah^  Ga.^  December  12j  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

As  we  shall  probably  have  occasion  to  make  much  use  of  King’s 
Bridge  and  Savannah  road,  the  major-general  commanding  directs 
that  you  cause  it  to  be  placed  and  kept  in  good  condition  from  Little 
Ogeechee  Church  to  King’s  Bridge.  Bring  dry  sand  trom  convenient 
points  to  fill  up  and  smooth  over  the  lesser  ruts  and  bad  places,  and 
corduroying  the  worse  ones.  General  Osterhaus  has  been  directed  to 
repair  it  also. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAPT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


King’s  Bridge,  December  12,  1864 — 4.S0  p.  m. 

General-  Slocum  : 

The  Ogeechee  here  is  a  large  navigable  stream.  Fort  McAllister  is 
six  miles  below,  on  the  west  bank,  and  to-morrow  early  1  will  send 
Hazen’s  division  to  attack  it.  Kilpatrick  is  over  already,  and  will  exam¬ 
ine  Saint  Catherine’s  Sound  and  Sunbery ;  but  if  we  can  get  Ossabaw 
we  are  all  right.  I  want  you  to  be  active  to-morrow,  and  to  get  two  or 
more  of  your  (largest  range  guns)  batteries  at  the  point  south  of  the 
canal  where  Mower  was  and  where  Carlin  went  in  last  night.  That  is 
the  only  point  I  know  of  where  guns  will  reach  the  heart  of  Savannah. 
Your  line  need  not  reach  the  plank  road,  but  the  causeway  about  two 
miles  this  side  the  canal,  the  point  where  the  enemy  has  the  range  of 
the  road ;  there  Blair  will  connect  with  you.  Keep  rather  thin  lines, 
and  your  troops  massed  ready  for  action.  I  want  to  connect  with  the 
fleet  before  doing  anything  positive.  Send  me  word  of  anything  of 
interest  on  that  flank  to-morrow.  The  fleet  can  be  seen,  or  is  reported, 
but  as  yet  has  answered  none  of  our  signals,  but  I  think  to-morrow  I 
will  make  them  notice  us. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEPMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

December  12, 1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  4[.30]  p.  m.  has  been  received.  I  have 
carefully  examined  the  left  of  our  lines  and  the  right  of  the  rebel  lines 
to-day. '  1  fully  believe  I  can  turn  their  line  and  sweep  them  away.  I 
have  given  my  views  to  Captain  Poe  and  asked  him  to  present  them  to 
you.  Your  instriu'tions  for  to-morrow  shall  be  obeyed.  We  captured 
the  steamer  Pesolute  this  morning,  with  seven  naval  officers  and  a  crew 
of  twenty  men;  she  will  be  repaired  to-morrow.  We  drove  back  two 
gun-boats  that  were  with  her.  Commodore  Lovell  was  on  board  one  of 
them. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Chap.  LYI.] 


-  -  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - UNION. 


695 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Th  the  Field,  December  12,  1SG4. 

General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  A  flag  of  truce  to-day  brought  in  letters  from  Wheeler  to 
Kilpatrick.  One  was  headed  Waynesborough,  ()th,  and  the  other 
seventeen  miles  from  Savannah,  11th  December.  The  officer  bringing 
it  said  he  belonged  to  Wheeler’s  staft‘.  The  men  of  his  escort  said  they 
or  he  were  from  Koss.  The  flag  came  to  our  picket  on  Louisville  and 
Savannah  road,  and  I  give  you  all  I  know,  from  which  you  may  judge 
Wheeler’s  position.  He  may  be  concocting  devilment  for  us,  or  it 
might  be  a  blind  to  cover  up.  The  general,  you  know,  is  at  King’s 
Bridge.  I  will  send  word  to  General  Davis. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  ^ 

Aide-de-Camp. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Left  Winc,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  2.  )  Before  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  12,  1864. 

While  the  army  remains  in  its  present  position  all  regular  foraging 
parties  from  either  corps  will  be  permitted  to  forage  upon  both  banks  of 
the  Savannah  Eiver  and  uiion  the  islands  in  the  river.  All  guards 
will  resjiect  the  passes  of  any  corps  or  division  commander  for  this 
purpose. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Geii.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  EODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  12,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia  : 

Colonel:  A  number  of  different  foraging  parties  sent  from  this 
command  to-day  report  to  me  that  they  had  attempted  to  cross  to  the 
island  in  the  Savannah  Eiver  opjiosite  this  point  (the  only  region 
accessible  where  it  is  possible  to  obtain  forage),  and  all  unite  in  saying 
that  they  were  prevented  from  crossing  by  guards  from  the  Twentieth 
Corps.  Guards  also  from  the  same  command  were  found  ])Osted  upon 
all  the  rice  fodder  upon  this  bank  of  the  river,  of  which  I  am  informed 
there  is  a  very  large  quantity.  The  animals  of  my  command  are  entirely 
out  of  food,  and  the  men  soon  will  be  if  this  state  of  things  continues. 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  major-general  commanding  will 
take  such  measures  as  will  allow  my  men  to  forage  in  the  region  men¬ 
tioned,  and  that  they  be  iiermitted  to  procure  a  portion  of  the  rice 
fodder  upon  this  side  of  the  river.  1  desire  to  send  out  parties  in  the 
morning 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant,  &c., 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commandmg. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

December  12,  1864 — 10  p.  m.  - 

Miij.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commandincj  Fourteenth  Corps : 

The  following  dispatch*  has  just  been  received  from  General  Sherman, 
and  the  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  carry  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  so  far  as  they  relate  to  your  portion  of  the  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  EODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


TVeeJih/  efeetive  force  report  of  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  for  Monday,  Beceniber  12, 

1864. 


Headquarters. 

Infantry. 

Artillery. 

Total. 

Commaiul. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

1  Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

§ 

1  Total. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Aggregate. 

Horses. 

1 

1 

1  ^ 

fl 

S 

O 

Foiirteeiitli  Army  Corps 

25 

766 

791 

25 

766 

791 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

First  Division  . . 

9 

61 

70 

9 

61 

70 

First  Brigade . 

5 

27 

32 

68 

1,427 

1,448 

922 

1,495 

73 

1,454 

1,  527 

Second  Brigade . 

G 

40 

46 

60 

45 

1,508 

66 

1,488 

997 

1,554 

1,049 

123 

Third  Brio'ade . 

7 

75 

82 

967 

52 

Battery  C,  Ist  Illi- 

5 

118 

123 

5 

118 

80 

4 

Total  First  Divis¬ 
ion  . 

27 

203 

230 

173 

3,  797 

3,  970 

5 

118 

123  ' 

205 

4,118 

4,  323 

80 

4 

Second  Division . 

15 

76 

91 

15 

76 

91 

First  Brigade . 

7 

71 

30 

78 

85 

1,947 

1,  488 

2,  032 
1,  566 

92 

2,018 
1,518 
1,  612 

2,110 
1,  604 

Second  Brigade  . .  . 

8 

38 

78 

86 

Third  Brigade  ... 

7 

9 

16 

78 

1,603 

1,681 

85 

1,  697 

114 

Battery  F  2d  Illi- 

Tims  . 

1 

113 

114 

1 

113 

100 

4 

Total  Second  Di- 
vision . 

37 

186 

223 

241 

5,038 

5,  279 

1 

113 

-! 

279 

.5,337 

5,6i6 

100 

4 

Third  Division . 

10 

76 

86 

10 

76 

86 

First  Brigade . 

10 

77 

87 

79 

1,  749 
1,615 
1,275 

1,828 

1,  702 

89 

1,  826 
1,649 
1,  319 

1,915 

1,740 

1,388 

136 

Second  Brigade . 

4 

34 

38 

87 

91 

Third  Brigade . 

7 

44 

51 

62 

1,  337 

69 

5th  Wisconsin  Bat- 

3 

133 

136 

3 

133 

75 

4 

. 

Total  Third  Divis- 
ion . 

31 

231 

262 

228 

4,  639 

4,  867 

3 

133 

136 

262 

5;  003 

5,  265 

75 

4 

19th  Indiana  Batterj’ _ 

3 

119 

iirj 

3 

119 

122 

Fo 

4 

Grand  total . 

120 

1 

1,386 

1,506 

642 

13,  474 

14, 116 

12 

483 

495 

774 

15,  343 

16.  117 

345 

16 

JEF.  0.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commandimj. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Savannalf  Ga..,  December  12,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  move  the  two 
remaining  brigades  of  your  division  toward  tliis  ])oiut  at  an  early  hour 


See  Sliernian  to  Slocum,  1.30  ]>.  ili.,  ]).  094. 
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to-morrow  morning’,  pursuing  tlie  route  taken  by  tbe  wagon  trains,  and 
reporting  your  arrival  when  the  head  of  your  column  has  reached  the 
crossing  of  the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad,  when  further  instructions 
will  be  given  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McGLUEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

December  12.,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Tieentietli  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  have  the  steamer 
Eesolute  (captured  this  morning)  turned  over  to  Captain  Whittelsey  at 
once,  and  the  commissary  stores  on  board  of  her  turned  over  to  Colonel 
Balloch,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  EODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Five  Miles  from  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  12,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  M.  Whittelsey, 

Acting  Chief  Quartermaster: 

Captain:  General  Jackson  has  been  directed  to  detail  fifteen  engi¬ 
neers  and  mechanics  to  repair  the  steamer  Eesolute.  They  will  report 
to  you  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

December  12,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps  : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquar¬ 
ters  First  Division,  1  detailed  last  evening  one  regiment  (Third  Wis¬ 
consin  Volunteers)  to  proceed  across  the  river  upon  the  island  for 
duty.  I  ordered  my  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  to  accompany 
the  regiment  and  to  take  possession  of  whatever  supplies  he  might  find 
for  the  use  of  the  brigade.  He  found  upon  the  boat  captured  this  p. 
m.  a  small  quantity  of  flour,  &c.,  which  he  took  possession  of.  Colonel 
Hawley,  commanding  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  was  ordered  by 
General  Williams  to  turn  over  the  stores  to  the  corps  commissary.  1 
would  respectfully  request  that  these  stores  be  issued  to  my  brigade. 
1  am,  colonel,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  CAEMAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Jirigade. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

December  13,  1864. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  approved,  as  tliere  is  neitlier  flour  nor  hard 
bread  in  this  brigade. 


N.  J.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


[Second  indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Five  Miles  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  13,  1864. 
Eespectfully  returned. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  chief  commissary  of  the  corps 
as  to  the  disposition  of  the  stores. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams : 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
McAllister'’ s  Plantation,  December  12,  1864. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General  :  Your  dispatch*  has  just  been  received.  I  met  the  enemy^s 
picket  near  the  railroad,  and  chased  Major  Anderson,  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  McAllister,  back  to  his  fort.  From  one  of  his  escort 
captured,  I  learn  that  the  fort  is  garrisoned  by  five  companies,  two  of 
artillery  and  three  militia;  in  all,  about  200  men  none  of  whom,  how¬ 
ever,  have  ever  been  under  fire.  There  is  a  deep  broad  ditch  to  cross 
on  entering  the  fort,  and  considerable  opposition,  no  doubt,  will  be  met 
with.  There  is  a  low  swamp  about  one  mile  this  side  the  fort;  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  four  guns  covers  the  road  leading  through  this  swamp;  by  forc¬ 
ing  this  battery  to  retire,  a  charging  party  could  follow  it  directly  into 
the  fort,  and  the  affair  would  be  over.  I  did  not  intend,  general,  to 
attempt  the  capture  of  the  fort  by  a  sudden  dash,  but  I  intended  to 
deliberately  storm  the  works.  I  have  old  infantry  regiments,  armed 
with  Spencer  rifles,  who  could  work  their  way  up  to  within  easy  range 
and  force  every  man  to  keep  his  head  beneath  the  parapet,  and,  finally, 
force  my  way  into  the  fort — of  course,  I  intended  to  maneuver  my 
troops  as  infantry.  I  will  march  in  the  morning  to  accomplish  the 
objects  set  forth  in  your  communication.  I  cannot  understand  why 
our  gun-boats  do  not  move  up,  and  make  us  aware  of  their  presence  by 
throwing  a  few  shells  into  Fort  McAllister.  My  headcjuarters  are  to- 
niglit. four  miles  from  the  fort;  my  advance  is  within  one  mile  and  a 
half.  A  few  hundred  mounted  men,  under  Colonel  Eoss,  are  guarding 
the  country  on  this  side  the  river;  his  is  the  only  force  I  can  hear  of. 
I  find  over  here  many  rich  plantations,  and  can  subsist  my  command 
for  a  month. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


*Not  found. 
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Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  12^  1864. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe  7  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  Gap  tain  Duncan,  of  General  Howard’s  scouts,  has  just 
come  in  from  Howard’s,  having  descended  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  in  a 
small  boat.  He  left  the  army  on  the  evening  of  the  9th.  General 
Sherman’s  whole  army  was  then  within  ten  miles  of  Savannah,  advanc¬ 
ing  to  attack  it.  The  enemy’s  works,  five  miles  from  the  city,  were  prob¬ 
ably  attacked  yesterday,  as  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  that  direction. 
Captain  Duncan  represents  the  army  to  be  in  the  best  spirits  possible 
and  most  excellent  condition.  Very  little  opposition  had  been  met  with 
on  the  march,  as  the  enemy  could  not  tell  what  routes  were  to  betaken. 
The  armyshas  lived  off  the  country,  and  has  accumulated  considerable 
number  of  horses,  mules,  n^nd  cattle;  it  was  also  well  supplied.  I  am 
going  to  the  Ogeechee  River  to  open  communication  with  General 
Sherman.  My  small  force  is  now  in  position  between  the  Ooosawhatchie 
and  Tulli finny  Rivers,  within  1,200  yards  of  the  railroad,  which  our  bat¬ 
teries  command.  Only  one  train  has  been  able  to  steal  past  since  our 
batteries  were  ip  position.  I  will  send  further  dispatch  as  soon  as  I 
meet  General  Sherman. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  brought  by  Captain  Duncan : 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah  Canal,  Ga.,  December  9,  1SG4. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  in  Vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga.  : 

Sir:  We  have  met  with  perfect  success  thus  far.  Troops  in  fine  spirits,  and  near 
hy. 

Respectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General,  Coninianding  Eight  Wing  of  Army. 


Another  dispatch  was  brought  by  Captain  Duncan  directed  to  the 
signal  officer  of  the  fleet,  from  General  Howard’s  chief  signal  officer, 
requesting  a  good  lookout  to  be  kept  for  signals.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island ^  S.  (7.,  December  12^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding  Post.,  Morris  Island,  S.  C.: 

Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier- general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  a  movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  northern  sliore  of 
Charleston  Harbor  has  been  reported  to  these  headcpiarters.  You  will 
caution  commanders  of  forts  and  outposts  to  be  vigilant  and  watchful. 
In  case  of  any  attack  the  general’s  instructions  are  that  artillery  fire 
shall  be  opened  at  once.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mulford  will  send  ashore 
from  the  fiag-of-truce  boat  to-morrow  morning  fifteen  more  dead  bodies 
for  burial.  You  will,  therefore,  cause  coffins  for  that  number  to  be 
made  to-night;  also,  thirty  additional  ones  to  be  sent  to  Colonel  Mul- 
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ford  in  the  morning.  If  yonr  available  force  be  not  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  yon  will  make  use  of  all  the  civilians  at  this  post,  wlietber  in 
the  service  of  the  Government  or  otherwise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  DICKmSON, 

Cajpt.^  21st  U.  S.  Colored  Troops^  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  12,  1864. 

Col.  P.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

Commanding  157th  Neiv  Yorh  Volunteers,  Fort  Pulashi,  Ga.: 

Colonel:  The  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  has  been 
called  to  the  publication  in  the  Charleston  Courier  of  a  complimentary 
letter  to  yon,  signed  by  a  number  of  exchanged  rebel  prisoners  of  war 
that  had  been  confined  in  Fort  Pulaski  under  your  charge.  Praise 
from  the  enemy  is  the  last  thing  that  an  officer  should  seek,  or  permit 
to  be  bestowed  upon  him.  These  officers  were  sent  to  this  department 
for  the  purpose  of  retaliation,  and  your  instructions  were  to  treat  them 
in  precisely  the  same  manner  that  our  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  are  treated.  If  these  instructions  had  been  faithfully  car¬ 
ried  out  on  your  j^art,  as  they  should  have  been,  very  few  compliments 
would  have  been  extended  to  you  by  the  prisoners.  The  major-general 
commanding  regrets  exceedingly  to  be  obliged  to  censure  an  officer  for 
such  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  FulasM,  Ga.,  December  12,  1864. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  Assistant  Adjutant- General :  '  ' 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  to-day  censuring  me  for  failing  to  carry  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  given  me  with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
placed  under  my  charge.  The  instructions  mentioned  in  your  commu¬ 
nication  have  failed  to  reach  me,  and  until  the  censure  reached  me  to¬ 
day  I  was  not  aware  of  their  existence.  I  would  therefore  respectfully 
request  that  another  copy  be  sent  me,  that  I  may  know  in  what  par¬ 
ticulars  I  have  erred,  and  be  able  to  make  the  necessary  changes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

P.  P.  BROWy,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


On  Board  Dandelion, 

Ossahaiv  Sound,  December  13,  1864 — 11.50  p.  m. 

(Received  15th.) 

lion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

To-day,  at  5  p.  m..  General  Hazen’s  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps 
carried  Fort  McAllister  by  assault,  capturing  its  entire  garrison  and 
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stores.  This  opened  to  us  Ossabaw  Sound,  and  I  pushed  down  to  this 
gun-boat  to  communicate  with  the  fleet.  Before  opening  communica¬ 
tion  we  had  completely  destroyed  all  the  railroads  leading  into  Savan¬ 
nah  and  invested  the  city.  The'  left  of  the  army  is  on  the  Savannah 
River,  three  miles  above  the  city,  and  the  right  on  the  Ogeechee,  at 
King’s  Bridge.  The  army  is  in  splendid  order,  and  equal  to  anything. 
Tbe  weather  has  been  flue,  and  supplies  were  abundant.  Our  march 
was  most  agreeable,  and  we  were  not  at  all  molested  by  guerrillas.  We 
reached  Savannah  three  days  ago,  but  owing  to  Fort  McAllister  could 
not  communicate ;  but  now  that  we  have  McAllister  we  can  go  ahead. 
We  have  already  captured  two  boats  on  the  Savannah  River,  and  pre¬ 
vented  their  gun-boats  from  coming  down.  I  estimate  the  population 
of  Savannah  at  25,000  and  the  garrison  at  15,000;  General  Hardee 
commands.  We  have  not  lost  a  wagon  on  the  trix),  but  have  gathered 
a  large  supx)ly  of  negroes,  mules,  horses,  &c.,  and  our  teams  are  in  far 
better  condition  than  when  we  started.  My  first  duty  will  be  to  clear  the 
army  of  snrx^his  negroes,  mules,  and  horses.  We  have  utterly  de¬ 
stroyed  over  200  miles  of  rails,  and  consumed  stores  and  i3rovisions  that 
were  essential  to  Lee’s  and  Hood’s  armies.  The  quick  work  made  with 
McAllister,  the  ox^ening  of  communication  with  our  fleet,  and  our  con¬ 
sequent  independence  as  to  snx)plies,  dissix)ate  all  their  boasted  threats 
to  head  us  off  and  starve  the  army.  I  regard  Savannah  as  already 
gained. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-General. 


On  Board  Dandelion, 

Ossabaw  Sounds  December  13j  1864 — 11.50  m. 

(Received  15  th.) 

General  H.  W.  Halleck,,  \Vashingto7i : 

To-day,  at  5  x).  m.,  General  Hazen’s  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Gorx)S 
carried  Fort  McAllister  by  assault,  caxffuring  its  entire  garrison  and 
stores.  This  opened  to  us  the  Ossabaw  Sound,  and  I  pulled  down  to 
this  gun  boat  to  communicate  with  the  fleet.  Before  Oxiening  communi¬ 
cation  we  had  completely  destroyed  all  the  railroads  leading  into 
Savannah  and  invested  the  city.  The  left  is  on  the  Savannah  River, 
three  miles  above  the  city,  and  right  on  the  Ogeechee,  at  King’s  Bridge. 
Were  it  not  for  the  swamx)S  we  could  march  into  the  city,  but  as  it  is 
I  would  have  to  assault  at  one  or  two  xfluces  over  narrow  causeways, 
leading  to  much  loss;  whereas  in  a  day  or  two,  with  my  communica¬ 
tions  restored  and  the  batteries  in  position  within  short  range  of  the 
city,  1  will  demand  its  surrender.  The  army  is  in  sx)lendid  order,  and 
ecpial  to  anything.  Weather  has  been  fine,  and  supx)lies  abundant. 
Our  march  was  most  agreeable,  and  we  were  not  at  all  molested  by 
guerrillas.  We  reached  Savannah  three  days  ago,  but  owing  to  Fort 
McAllister  we  could  not  communicate;  but  now  we  have  McAllister 
we  can  go  ahead.  We  have  already  cax)tured  two  boats  in  tlie  Savan¬ 
nah  River,  and  xirevented  their  gun-boats  from  coming  down,  and,  if 
General  Foster  will  x>i‘event  the  escax)e  of  the  garrison  of  Savannah 
and  its  x)eoxfle  by  land  across  South  Carolina,  we  will  capture  all.  I 
estimate  the  pox)ulation  at  25,000  and  the  garrison  at  15,000;  General 
Hardee  commands.  We  have  on  hand  xflenty  of  meat,  salt,  and  x^ota- 
toes;  all  we  need  is  bread,  and  I  have  sent  to  Port  Royal  for  that. 
We  have  not  lost  a  wagon  on  the  trip,  but  have  gathered  in  a  large 
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supply  of  negroes,  mules,  horses,  &c.,  aucl  our  teams  are  in  far  better 
condition  than  when  we  started.  My  first  duty  will  be  to  clear  the 
army  of  surplus  negroes,  mules,  and  horses,  and  suppose  General  Sax¬ 
ton  can  relieve  me  of  these. 

I  am  writing  on  board  a  disi)atch-boat,  down  Ossabaw,  at  midnight, 
and  have  to  go  back  to  where  I  left  my  horse,  eight  miles  uj),  in  a  row¬ 
boat,  and  thence  fifteen  miles  over  to  our  lines  by  daylight,  so  that  I 
hope  this  Avill  be  accepted  as  an  excuse  for  this  informal  letter;  but  I 
know  you  are  anxious  to  hear  of  our  safety  and  good  condition.  Full 
and  detailed  reports  of  the  events  of  the  past  month  will  be  prepared 
at  a  more  leisure  moment,  and  in  the  meantime  I  can  only  say  that  I 
hope  by  Christmas  to  be  in  possession  of  Savannah,  and  by  the  new 
year  to  be  ready  to  resume  our  journey  to  Ealeigh.  The  whole  army  is 
crazy  to  be  turned  loose  in  Carolina  ;  -  and  with  the  experience  of  the 
past  thirty  days  I  judge  that  a  month’s  sojourn  in  South  Carolina  would 
make  her  less  bellicose. 

The  editors  in  Georgia  profess  to  be  indignant  at  the  horrible  bar¬ 
barities  of  Sherman’s  army,  but  I  know  the  people  don’t  want  our  visit 
repeated.  We  have  utterly  destroyed  over  200  miles  of  railroad,  and 
consumed  stores  and  provisions  that  were  essential  to  Lee’s  and  Hood’s 
armies.  A  similar  destruction  of  roads  and  resources  hence  to  Ealeigh 
would  compel  General  Lee  to  come  out  of  his  intrenched  camp.  I  hope 
General  Thomas  has  held  Hood.  My  last  accounts  are  of  the  fight  at 
Franklin,  but  rebel  i)ai)ers  state  that  Decatur,  Ala.,  has  been  evacu¬ 
ated.  This  I  regret,  though  it  is  not  essential  to  the  future.  If  Hood 
is  making  any  real  progress  1  Avould  not  hesitate  to  march  hence,  after 
taking  Savannah,  for  Montgomery,  which  would  bring  him  out  of  Ten¬ 
nessee;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  winter  is  a  bad  time  for  him.  I  will 
try  and  see  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General  Foster  before  demanding 
the  surrender  of  Savannah,  whicjh  I  do  not  propose  to  make  till  my 
batteries  are  able  to  open.  The  quick  work  made  with  McAllister,  and 
the  opening  communication  with  our  fleet,  and  consequent  independence 
for  sui) plies,  dissipated  all  their  boasted  threats  to  head  me  off  and 
starve  the  army.  The  efforts  thus  far  have  been  i^uerile,  and  I  regard 
Savannah  as  already  gained. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  Ge^ieral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  19S.  )  Andersonh  Plantation^  Ga.y  December  13,  1864. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Woods,  commanding  First  Division,  will  cause 
a  rifle-pit  to  be  thrown  up  along  the  ridge  in  the  open  field  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  Cemetery  battery  for  at  least  three  regiments  of  infan¬ 
try.  Brigadier-General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  con¬ 
tinue  this  line  of  works  to  the  right  for  a  similar  number  of  troops, 
selecting  for  a  position  the  edge  of  the  belt  of  timber  on  the  right  of 
the  buildings  in  front  of  his  left  wing.  In  case  of  an  attack  these 
works  will  be  o(;cupied  at  once  by  the  troops  of  the  above-mentioned 
divisions,  the  commanders  of  which  will  keep  the  troo^is  necessary  for 
this  puiqiose  under  daily  orders. 

*  *  *  '  #  *  #  .  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Andersows  Plantation^  Ga.,  December  13^  1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  :  In  order  to  employ  the  enemy’s  attention  in  our  front, 
and  at  the  same  time  draw  it  from  Fort  McAllister,  which  Brigadier- 
General  Hazcn  is  about  attacking,  you  will  push  your  skirmishers,  sup- 
]X)rted  by  some  regiments,  toward  the  enemy’s  line  as  soon  as  the  tide 
-  commences  to  run  out.  The  artillery  will  open  a  brisk  fire  at  the  same 
time.  The  demonstration  will  assume  a  menacing  attitude  during  the 
day  by  brisk  firing,  &c. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

(Same  to  General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  an  .  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee,  nc  /  Savannah^  Ga.j  December  13,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  SeventeeyUi  Army  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that,  at  General 
Sherman’s  request,  he  has  gone  with  him  to-day  down  to  Cheves’  Mill, 
to  witness  the  attack  of  General  Hazen’s  division  on  Fort  McAllister. 
He  desires  you  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble  during  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 

'  '  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(Same  to  Major-General  Osterhaus.) 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

•  Before  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  13,  1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  a  brigade  as  guard 
and  Cwscort  to  a  foraging  train,  which  is  ordered  to  start  at  7  a.  m.  to¬ 
morrow,  from  a  point  on  the  Milledgeville  road  near  your  headquarters, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  subsistence  for  the  animals  of  tlie  corps. 
The  train  will  go  out  about  eight  miles,  but  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
the  whole  brigade  to  march  more  than  four  miles,  a  smaller  guard  being 
dispatched  to  guard  the  trains  the  whole  distance,  the  remainder  being 
held  as  a  support. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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King’s  Bridge,  December  13,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

General  Slocum  ; 

I  have  your  report,  or  note,  of  last  night  8  p.  m.,  and  tbink  you  can 
make  good  use  of  that  boat.  Don’t  attempt  too  much,  for  a  failure  of 
any  kind  will  lead  to  a  reaction ;  but  if  the  people  of  Savannah  dis¬ 
cover  us  gaining  little  by  little,  but  surely,  it  will  have  a  strong  effect. 
The  bridge  here  is  now  done  and  is  a  considerable  affair,  and  Hazen  is 
passing  over.  I  think  Fort  McAllister,  too,  will  be  found  a  strong  work, 
and,  therefore,  I  depend  on  another  point  which  is  being  examined. 
Forage,  &c.,  is  more  plentiful  over  here,  but  still  it  is  limited.  I  cannot 
imagine  what  the  fleet  is  about;  they  may  be  off  on  some  special 
errand,  or  may  be  expecting  us  elsewhere.  I  will  go  to  a  point  where 
I  can  see  all  the  Ogeechee  country  and  Ossabaw  Sound.  I  will  be 
home  to-night,  or  in  the  course  of  the  night. 

Yours,  truly, 

-  W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  December  13,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commandino,  dc.  : 

Dear  General  :  Take  a  good  big  drink,  a  long  breath,  and  then 
yell  like  the  devil.  The  fort  was  carried  at  4.30  p.  m.,  the  assault  last¬ 
ing  but  fifteen  minutes.  The  general  signaled  from  this  side  to  the  fleet 
and  got  answers,  and  vessels  were  seen  coming  up  the  sound  when 
Colonel  Ewing  left. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide-de-  Canq). 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Fear  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeember  13,  1864: 

Col.  William  Hawley, 

Commanding  Third  Wisconsin : 

Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  have 
all  the  boats  in  your  charge,  or  in  that  of  Colonel  Bloodgood,  on  this 
side  of  the  river  by  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  in  readiness  to  cross  troops. 
The  whole  of  Colonel  Carman’s  brigade  will  cross.  The  general  will  be 
there  in  person. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  13,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  seize  all  the 
boats  in  the  river  near  your  line,  and  not  allow  any  persons  to  cross  to 
the  island  except  under  your  direction. 

Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RDBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Circular  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

jS’o.  141.  )  In  the  Field,  Ga.,  Dece7nher  13,  1864. 

Until  further  orders,  no  parties  will  be  allowed  to  cross  the  river  to 
the  island,  or  to  the  other  shore,  except  with  passes  approved  at  divi¬ 
sion  headquarters,  or  by  higher  authority.  Colonel  Jones,  command¬ 
ing  Second  Brigade,  will  detail  a  guard,  under  an  officer,  to  collect  all 
boats,  scows,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity  of  our  lines  and  keep  them  constantly 
under  guard,  allowing  no  one  to  use  them  except  properly  authorized 
parties. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

♦  W.  T.  FGBBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  December  13,  1864. 

Col.  Ario  Pardee,  Jr., 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  division  desires  you  to  organize 
for  your  brigade  a  company  of  sharpshooters,  by  selecting  from  your 
regiments  twenty-five  or  thirty  marksmen,  and  iilacing  them  under 
command  of  one  of  your  best  skirmish  officers.  During  such  opera¬ 
tions  as  the  present  this  company  will  not  be  subject  to  other  detail 
than  for  sharpshooting. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  13,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you 
detail  from  your  command  two  regiments  of  infantry,  to  accompany  an 
expedition  to-morrow  morning.  They  will  report  to  these  headquar¬ 
ters  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow.  They  are  to  accompany  a  Avagon  train,  and 
will  return  to-morrow  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Kilkenny  Bluff,  Ga.,  December  13,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  1  am  at  Kilkenny.  The  OcJorara,  one  of  our  gun-boats, 
is  in  sight,  (kiptain  Estes  has  gone  out  to  communicat(‘- with  her.  •! 
(cxi)ect  to  see  the  officer  at  this  place  inside  of  three  hours.  I  have 
directed  my  trooi)S  under  Colonel  Murray  to  encamp  to-night  at  Mid- 
Avay,  one  regiment  at  Snnbery.  With  two  regiments  I  hav(‘.  been. 
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examiiiiiig  the  entire  eouiitry  below  Fort  McAllister  iirouiid  tc  a  i)oint 
opposite  Suiibery.  I  understand  that  onr  fleet  is  near  Wassaw  ISonnd. 
Kilkenny  is  decidedly  the  point  to  which  our  fleet  should  come.  We 
have  here  at  all  times  between  nine  and  twelve  feet  of  water,  never  less 
than  nine,  besides,  a  good  dock  could  easily  be  constructed,  and  but 
flfteen  miles  from  King’s  Bridge,  and  certainly  one  of  the  best  military 
roads  I  have  ever  seen.*  Lieutenant  Hollis,  from  the  gun-boat,  was  at 
this  ])oint  last  evening  making  inquiries  regarding  our  army.  The 
fleet  is  expe(*ting  us  to  cross  the  Little  Ogeechee  and  push  our  right 
flank  in  around  upon  Thunderbolt.  I  have  opened  uj)  communication 
with  my  people  at  Sunbery,  and  have  directed  OolcMiel  Murray  to  send 
a  determined  ofliccr  with  sufficient  force  to  destroy  the  bridge  (over  the 
Altamaha),  telegraph  wire,  &c. 

ILq^ing,  general,  my  success  will  please  you,  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brujadier-  General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Killceyiny  Bluff,  Ga.,  December  13,  1864. 

Major-General  Sherman  ; 

General:  Inclosed  please  find  answer  to  Major-General  Wheeler’s 
communication.  If  you  are  satisfied  with  the  contents  in  it  contained, 
I  should  like  to  have  it  forwarded  by  flag  of  truce.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  make  the  exchange  referred  to  in  Wheeler’s  communication,  and  will 
await  your  decision  on  the  subject.  Is  Wheeler  upon  this  side  of  the 
Savannah?  If  so,  at  what  point  had  I  best  concentrate  my  command? 
Captain  Brink  will  bring  back  any  instructions  you  may  have. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Comma^iding. 


[In  closure.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Ki)ffs  Bridge,  Ga.,  Tuesday,  December  13,  1864. 
Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  C.  8.  Army  : 

Your  communications  of  Decembers  [6]  and  11  have  Just  been  re¬ 
ceived.  In  reference  to  the  depredations  committed  by  my  command 
while  marching  through  your  country,  I  will  simifly  say  that  the  same 
complaints  have  been  made  by  the  citizens  of  Georgia  against  officers 
and  men  of  your  own  command,  and  call  your  attention  to  Governor 
Brown’s  message  on  that  subject.  If  you  cannot  control  your  men 
while  they  are  among  their  friends,  you  cannot  expect  me  to  prevent 
my  men  from  committing  depredations  upon  their  known  enemies — a 
people  who  have  betrayed  them  in  the  past,  and  for  whom  they  have 
now  no  sympathy.  Do  not  understand  by  this  tliat  1  have  allowed  my 
men  to  commit  depredations  along  my  line  of  march;  such  has  not 
been  the  case.  An  order  lias  been  issued  to  my  command  authorizing 
and  instructing  my  officers  to  shoot  upon  the  spot  any  soldier  who 
sliall  be  caught  committing  any  outrage.  War  is  terrible,  and  the 
peoiile  of  Georgia  are  now  being  made  to  feel  this  in  all  its  force.  Had 
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the  people  of  the  Goiifeclerate  States,  and  especially  those  of  South 
Carolina,  ever  known  and  felt  Avhat  the  people  of  Georgia  kuow  and 
feel  now,  no  hostile  shot  would  ever  have  struck  the  sacred  walls  of 
Sumter.  I  am  Avilling  and  ready  noAV,  as  I  know  my  Government 
always  has  been,  to  enter  at  once  into  any  fair  exchange  of  prisoners. 
I  will  consult  with  Major-General  Sherman  on  the  subject,  and  give 
you  his  decision  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Thanking  you,  general,  for  your  kind  attention  to  one  of  my  ofhcers, 
and  for  returning  to  me  a  book  high  prized, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKIOK, 
Brigadier- General j  U.  B.  Army. 


Headquarteus  Cavalry  Command, 

December  13,  1864. 


Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  Lieut.  B.  H.  Chadwick,  of  the - ,  is  Avith  me.  lie 

says  this  is  the  best  possible  point  to  land  our  stores.  We  have  here 
at  all  times  twelve  feet  of  Avater,  and  eighteen  feet  at  most  points.  He 
will  send  any  message  to  our  fleet  you  may  desire.  Our  gun-boats  are 
all  uiA  'Svith  Foster.  I  can  have  a  dispatch  sent  to  Admiral  Dahlgren 
by  daylight  to-morroAv  morning. 

J.  KILPATKICK, 

Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brioade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

In  the  Field.,  December  13,  1864. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  14th  Army  Corps: 

By  command  of  General  Kilpatrick  my  brigade  of  cavalry  will  march 
at  y  a.  m.,  to  cross  the  Ogeechee  River  at  King’s  Bridge. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  D.  ATKINS, 

Co  lonelj  Comm  anding  B  rig  a  d  e. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  the  South, 

Steamer  Nemaha^  Savannah  River,  December  13,  1864. 
Arajor-General  Sherman  : 

General:  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  from  Captain  Duncan  of  your  suc¬ 
cessful  march.  I  hope  you  aau’11  Aviiieout  Savannah,  Avhicli,  I  think,  you 
can  readily  do.  Tlie  enemy’s  force  is  about  ir),()()(),  about  one-third 
veterans.  Only  a  few  scattering  regiments  have  come  from  Virginia; 
none,  1  believe,  from  Lee’s  army.  It  has  been  gathered  from  Wilming¬ 
ton,  Charleston,  and  Augusta.  The  enemy’s  forts  on  this  coast  are 
Fort  Jackson,  Batteries  Lee,  Savannah,  Lamar,  and  Maine,  guarding 
the  SaAninnah  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  flackson.  The  batteries  are 
believed  to  be  open  at  the  gorge,  with  the  exce])tion  of  Fort  Jackson. 
Fort  Bartow,  thirty  guns,  inclosed,  is  three  miles  east  of  Savannah, 
guarding  botli  Saint  Augustine  Creek  and  Savannah  River.  Thunder¬ 
bolt  Battery,  strong,  nine  guns,  is  situated  near  Wassaw,  guarding  the 
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Wilmington  Eiver.  Turner’s  Eocks  Battery  is  on  tlie  same  river,  oppo¬ 
site  side,  and  two  miles  farther  down.  Some  light  batteries  are  at  Isle 
of  Hope.  Beaulieu  Battery,  nine  guns,  open  gorge,  guards  theYenion 
Eiver;  shell  road  from  it  to  Savannah.  Eosedew  Battery  guards  the 
Little  Ogeeehee  Eiver,  open  gorge,  two  guns;  good  road  to  Savannah. 
All  these  roads  are  well  furnished  with  batteries  at  favorable  points. 
Fort  McAllister  guards  the  Great  Ogeeehee  Eiver,  fourteen  guns,  strong, 
inclosed.  Communication  with  the  fleet  may  be  opened  by  taking 
Fort  McAllister,  or  Batteries  EosedeAv  or  Beaulieu.  I  think  the  two 
latter  are  preferable,  and  easier  taken.  My  own  force  is  strongly 
posted  between  the  Ooosawhatchie  and  Tullifinny  Eivers,  and  commands 
with  its  batteries  the  railroad,  which  is  within  1,200  yards. 

Ample  supplies  are  here  awaiting  your  orders.  Communications  may 
be  sent  to  any  river  sound  in  this  vicinity,  and  find  a  vessel  of  the  fleet 
ready  to  receive  them.  I  hold  Boyd’s  Eeck  on  the  south  side  of  Broad 
Eiver,  where  couriers  in  that  direction  may  come  in  better  than  at 
Coosawhatchie,  where  we  are  confronted  by  5,000  men,  veterans  and 
militia.  I  inclose  a  traced  map  of  this  immediate  coast. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding . 

r.  S. — An  officer  of  General  Grant’s  staff  has  arrived  with  dispatclies 
for  you;  also  a  mail  for  your  army  of  nearly  twenty  tons  weight. 

J.  G.  F. 


Savannah  Eiver,  Devemher  13,  1834. 

[General  Sherman:] 

General  :  Captain  Duncan  reached  me  on  the  morning  of  the  12th 
at  8  a.  m.  1  have  two  iron-dads  at  Wassaw  and  a  force  of  gun-boats 
at  Gssabaw  and  Savannah  Eiver;  will  await  your  movements  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  communication;  the  best  may  be  by  the  Ogeeehee;  this  is 
guarded  by  Fort  McAllister,  which  has  always  resisted  attack  by  water, 
but  would  be  easily  reduced  from  the  rear.  The  rebels  have  no  force 
of  consequence  south  of  Mcxlllister.  The  Yernon  is  guarded  by  Bat¬ 
tery  Beaulieu,  the  Little  Ogeeehee  by  Eosedew,  both  able  to  keep 
vessels  from  passing  the  narrow  channels,  but  of  no  force  landward.  The 
island  formed  by  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tullifinny  (head  of  Broad 
Eiver)  is  crossed  by  the  railroad,  and  is  now  occupied  by  General  Fos¬ 
ter  south  of  the  railroad,  whose  batteries  will  reach  it.  I  think  you  Avill 
find  the  rivers  going  into  Ossabaw  convenient  for  communication. 

Yery  respectfullv, 

J.  A.  DAIILGEEN, 

Rear-Admiral.,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Flag, 
O.s.sahaiv  Souiid,  December  13,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  I  have  succeeded  in  communicating  by  signals  to  the 
signal  officer  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  stationed  on  a  fort  about 
three  miles  northwest  of  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
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Ogeechee  Eiver.  I  was  unable  to  open  full  communication  by  flags  with 
them,  as  it  was  most  dark,  but  could  see  large  numbers  of  troops  arriving 
at  that  point.  I  shall  return  immediately  to  open  communication  by 
torch  and  rockets. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  FISHER, 

First  JAeiite7iantj  Sicpial  Corps,  U,  8.  A^my. 


U.  S.  Bark  Fernandina, 

8amt  Catherme’s,  Ga.^  December  13,  1864. 
[General  John  G.  Foster:]  . 

Sir:  I  have  just  communicated  with  our  army  at  Kilkenny.  Gen¬ 
eral  Kilpatrick  and  his  staff  are  there.  His  forces  hold  the  coast 
between  here  and  Sapello.  He  wishes  to  make  this  i)lace  a  base  for 
supplies.  One  of  my  officers  is  now  at  Kilkenny  waiting  for  dispatches 
from  General  Sherman,  which  I  will  forward  as  soon  as  received.  I 
have  only  this  moment  received  the  above  intelligence  by  one  of  my 
scouts. 

Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  WESS. 

General  Sherman’s  headquarters  are  at  Henry  Hunger’s  plantation, 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  Ogeechee,  going  up  about  northwest  from 
Fort  McAllister,  distance  three  miles. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  (7.,  December  13,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Divisio^i,  Tullifin^iy  Foint : 

General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
state  that  Admiral  Dahlgren  intends  making  a  demonstration  some¬ 
where  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah,  and  will  probably  have  to  call  upon 
you  for  the  Naval  Brigade.  You  are  therefore  directed,  in  case  these 
men  are  sent  for  by  the  admiral,  to  send  all  excepting  a  sufficient 
number  to  man  the  navy  guns.  Nothing  from  Sherman  since  his  scouts 
arrived  yesterday  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 

A ssista nt  A djutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

]\lor7'is  IsUmd,  8.  C.,  December  13,  1864. 

Lieut.  W.  B.  Dean, 

Acting  Assistcmi  Adjutant- General,  Dept,  of  the  8outh  : 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  most  res])ectfully  that 
nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  I  assumed  c'ommand.  No 
deserters  or  refugees  have  entered  onr  lines.  The  canqis  nnd  outposts 
of  the  enemy  are  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  several  months  back. 
The  only  information  which  I  have  received  with  regard  to  the  enemy’s 
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strength  has  been  series  of  intercepted  dispatches  of  whicli  I  have 
the  honor  to  annex  copies.*  It  gives  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in 
Charleston  and  to  the  northern  part  of  the  harbor.  1  am  not  of  opinion 
that  these  dispatches  were  intended  as  a  ruse  to  mislead  us.  The  only 
method  by  which  I  can  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  certainty  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  will  be  by  attacking  his  outposts,  which  I  con¬ 
sider  myself  sufficiently  strong  to  do.  Troops  left  Charleston  yester¬ 
day,  one  light  battery  from  Mount  Pleasant,  and  3  officers  and  100  men 
from  Sullivan’s  Island  :  further  is  not  known.  The  flag  of  truce  is  still 
in  operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENMG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  District. 


P.  S. — At  this  moment  the  Hancox  has  arrived  bringing  dead  bodies 
from  the  flag-of-truce  boat.  Her  captain  reports  that  prisoners 
exchanged  to-day  have  informed  him  that  it  was  reported  in  Charles¬ 
ton  that  Savannah  surrendered  to-day  with  10,000  prisoners  after  a 
fight  of  eight  hours.  Nothing  official  from  Colonel  Mulford. 

Eespectfully, 


A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


General  ^  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  33.  )  Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  14,  1864. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  pub-' 
lishes  the  following  order  of  the  general-in-chief  with  great  satisfac¬ 
tion.  The  thanks  of  the  army  are  due  to  Brigadier-General  Ilazeii 
and  his  command  for  the  distinguished  service  they  have  rendered.! 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  )  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  Arma"  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  194.  y Little  Ogeeehee,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Dec.  14,  1864. 

First,  corps  commanders  will  hold  their  reserve  troops,  without 
artillery,  in  readiness  to  be  moved  around  to  tbe  right  by  transports. 
Second,  Major-General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
is  charged  with  the  holding  of  Fort  McAllister  and  King’s  Bridge. 
The  attention  of  corps  commanders  is  again  called  to  the  necessity  of 
keeiiing  the  road  to  King’s  Bridge  in  good  hauling  condition. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  E.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Not  found. 


t  See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  131,  p.  111. 
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Hdqks.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee,  near  Savannah^  Ga.^  Deeember  14^  1864, 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

In  sending  yon  inclosed  order*  (No.  194)  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing  desires  me  to  say  that  he  deems  one  brigade  of  General  Hazen’s 
division  sufficient  to  hold  Fort  McAllister  and  King’s  Bridge,  leaving 
the  balance  with  General  Smith’s  division,  to  be  moved  around  to  the 
right  by  transports.  General  Blair,  leaving  Third  Division  in  present 
position,  and  one  brigade  of  General  Mower’s  division  on  the  canal, 
will  have  four  brigades  to  move.  The  general  also  desires  me  to  say 
that  he  considers  it  of  the  utmost  imi)ortance  to  have  the  road  to  King’s 
Bridge  ihaced  as  soon  as  possible  and  kept  in  good  hauling  condition; 
and,  to  this  end,  suggests  that  each  section  of  it  be  placed  in  charge  of 
a  good,  competent  officer,  who  will  see  that  the  work  required  is  done 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAKT, 
Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

>  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  194.  )  Fort  McAllister ^  Ga.^  December  14,  1864. 

In  consideration  of  the  conspicuous  part  taken  by  the  Seventieth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  assault  of  Fort  McAllister  yesterday, 
that  regiment  is  detailed  to  tem^iorarily  garrison  that  place,  and  Avill 
make  its  camp  near  the  fort,  with  such  force  as  the  colonel  may  deem 
requisite  on  duty  in  it.  He  will  take  immediate  steps  to  put  the  fort  in 
order,  cleansing  it  and  adopting  a  proper  system  of  policing. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  14,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  It  is  represented  that  there  is  no  guard  at  King’s  Bridge, 
or  that,  at  least,  there  was  none  last  night.  It  was  supposed  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Hazen  would  leave  a  guard  for  it,  but  it  appears  he  did  not.  As 
you  are  intrusted  with  the  rei)airing  of  that  part  of  the  road  please  see 
that  the  bridge  is  proi)erly  protected. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

A  ssistant  ^1  djutant-  Genera  1. 


"  Se(5  iK-xt,  ante. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Little  Ogeechee^  near  Savannah^  Ga.^  December  14^  1864. 

•  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Conunanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

In  sending  yon  inclosed  order  (No.  194)*  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  desires  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  the  brigade  on  the  canal  to 
be  retained  there  for  the  present;  this,  leaving  General  Leggett’s  divis¬ 
ion  in  present  position,  will  give  yon  four  brigades  to  move  by  trans¬ 
ports  to  the  right.  General  Osterhaus  will  have  General  Smith’s  and 
(with  the  excei)tion  of  four  brigades  left  to  hold  Fort  McAllister  and 
King’s  Bridge)  General  Hazen’s  divisions.  The  general  also  desires 
me  to  say  that  he  considers  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  have  the 
road  to  King’s  Bridge  placed  as  soon  as  possible  and  kept  in  good 
hauling  order.  To  this  end  he  suggests  that  each  section  of  it  be 
placed  in  charge  of  a  good,  competent  officer,  who  will  see  that  the 
work  required  is  done  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  306.  3  Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  14,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourtxx  Division,  will  detail 
from  his  command  three  companies  of  infantry  for  guard  at  King’s 
Bridge.  They  will  proceed  to  that  point  at  once,  and  will  protect  the 
bridge  until  relieved. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  157.  )  Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  14,  1864. 

(vol.  B.  F.  Potts,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division.  Sev¬ 
enteenth  Army  Cor])S,  will,  in  accordance  with  Siiecial  Orders,  No.  306, 
army  coiqis  headquarters,  detail  from  his  command  three  companies 
of  infantry,  properly  ofOcered,  for  guard  at  King’s  Bridge.  They  will 
liroceed  to  that  place  forthwith,  and  will  protect  the  bridge  until  re¬ 
lieved. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CHAS.  H.  BRUSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  4.  3  Before  Savannah,  G((.,  December  14,  1864. 

The  detachments  of  the  pontoon  train  now  on  duty  with  the  Four¬ 
teenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  are  relieved  from  such  duty,  and  Colonel 
Buell  will  hereafter  report  direct  to  these  headiiuarters. 

By  coiiimand  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

11.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistan  t  A  djuta  n  t-  Genera  I. 


See  }).  710. 
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llDQRS.  Second  ])ivision,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.j  December  14^  1864. 
Col.  John  Flynn,  Division  Officer  of  the  Day: 

Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  tlie  general  commanding  division  to 
say  that  there  is  some  probability  that  the  enemy  will  evacuate  their 
position.  The  general  desires  yon  to  direcd  the  pickets  to  keep  a  spe¬ 
cial  watch  for  any  movement  of  the  kind  by  throwing  forward  vedettes 
for  close  observation,  and  if  any  such  movement  takes  place  occupy 
their  works  at  once  and  send  notice  to  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  FOKBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G.,  December  14,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.^S.  Grant,  Comdg.  Armies  of  the  United  States : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  just  returned 
from  meeting  General  Sherman,  whom  I  met  at  Fort  McAllister  at  day¬ 
light  this  morning.  Fort  McAllister  was  taken  by  assault  at  4.30  last 
evening  by  Hazen’s  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  The  garrison, 
numbering  250  meu,  were  all  made  prisoners,  and  the  armament  of  21 
guns,  with  stores,  ammunition,  &c.,  fell  into  our  hands.  This  impor¬ 
tant  capture  opens  the  Great  Ogeechee  Eiver  to  supplies  of  all  kinds, 
which  can  be  safely  landed  immediately  in  the  rear  of  General  Sher¬ 
man’s  army.  This  army  now  holds  Savannah  closely  besieged,  having 
driven  in  the  enemy  from  all  his  advanced  positions  until  the  left  wing 
rests  on  the  Savannah  Eiver  three  miles  and  a  half  above  the  city, 
and  the  right  on  the  Ogeechee  Elver.  General  Slocum,  on  the  left 
wing,  holds  Argyle  Island,  and  has  a  captured  steamer  in  use  on  the 
river  at  that  point.  A  second  captured  steamer  was  burned.  The 
Central  railroad  is  thoroughly  destroyed;  also  the  Savannah  and 
Charleston  Eailroad  from  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  within  three  miles  and 
a  half  of  the  city.  The  Gulf  road  is  also  destroyed  for  a  long  distance, 
and  the  bridge  over  the  Ogeechee  burned.  General  Sherman  is  ])er- 
fectly  sure  of  ca])turing  Sa\  annah;  and  I  am  now  forwarding  a  siege 
battery  of  3()-ponnder  Farrotts  to  be  placed  in  position.  In  two  days 
he  will  summon  the  city  to  surrender,  and  if  not  yielded  will  open  his 
batteries.  To  i)reventthe  escape  of  Hardee  and  the  garrison.  General 
Sherman  intends  to  throw  one  division  across  the  Sav^annah  Eiver  at 
Argyle  Island,  to  hold  the  river-bank  opposite  the  city.  I  am  also  to 
hold  the  railroad  and  stage  road  in  my  present  position  between  the 
Coosawhatchie  and  Tullihnny  Eivers.  Admiral  Dahlgren  is  to  demon¬ 
strate  against  the  water  defenses  of  Savannah  to  keep  the  garrisons 
in  those  works.  Everything  now  seems  extremely  favorable  to  the 
entire  success  of  General  Sherman’s  expectations.  His  army  is  in 
splendid  condition,  having  lived  on  its  march  on  the  turkeys,  chickens, 
sweet  potatoes,  and  other  good  things  of  the  richest  i)art  of  Georgia^ 
The  opposition  to  liis  march  has  been  feeble.  1  am  su])plying  every¬ 
thing  needed  and  aiding  in  every  way  within  my  ])ower. 

1  will  send  another  dispatch  as  soon  as  Savannah  falls. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  res])ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

;j.  G.  FOSTEE, 

]\Ia  jor- G e n era  I,  Go m  m  a  n  di ng. 

(Same  to  General  Halleck.) 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  C.,  Deceml)er  14,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  Armies  of  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  opened  communication 
with  General  Sherman  in  the  Ogeechee  Kiver  at  daylight  this  morning. 
Fort  McAllister,  with  its  garrison  and  armament  of  twenty-one  guns, 
was  taken  by  assault  at  4.30  p.  m.  yesterday  by  Hazen’s  division  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps.  This  important  capture  opens  the  Ogeechee  River  to 
General  Sherman  as  a  base  of  supplies,  which,  with  a  siege  train  of  30- 
pounder  Parrotts,  are  being  rapidly  forwarded.  His  army  closely 
invests  Savannah  on  the  south  side  of  the  Savannah  River,  and  a  force 
which  will  take  position  on  the  north  side  of  that  river  will  prevent  the 
escape  of  Hardee  or  the  garrison.  Argyle  Island,  in  the  Savannah 
River,  is  held  by  our  troops,  who  have  captured  two  steamers  on  the  river 
at  that  point,  one  of  which  is  in  running  order ;  the  other  was  burnt. 
The  Central  railroad  is  completely  destroyed;  also  the  Charleston  and 
Savannah  Railroad  to  within  three  and  a  half  miles  of  the  city.  A 
long  distance  on  the  Gulf  road  is  also  destroyed,  together  with  the 
bridge  over  the  Ogeechee.  General  Sherman  will  without  doubt  cap¬ 
ture  Savannah  and  all  its  garrison  and  armament.  His  army  is  in 
splendid  condition  and  morale. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  14,  1864. 
Bvt.  Map  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

General  Sherman  has  arrived  near  here,  and  at  least  six  large 
steamers,  drawing  not  more  than  seven  or  eight  feet,  in  addition  to 
those  already  in  the  department,  will  be  required  to  transport  supplies 
to  his  army.  The  sailing  vessels  now  here  with  supplies  for  him  draw 
so  much  water  that  they  cannot  go  up  the  Ogeechee  River  as  far  as 
required. 

C.  W.  THOMAS, 

Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

December  14^  1864 — 2.60  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

A  Richmond  paper  of  to-day  says  : 

Up  to  yesterday  luoriiiiigno  figliting  had  taken  place  between  Sherman’s  army  and 
the  Confederate  troops  in  the  defense  of  Savannah.  An  ohicial  dispateli  of  yester¬ 
day  mentioned  that  Sherman  had  deveh)]K“d  his  army  near  tin*,  town. 

The  Whig  says: 

So  far  as  we  can  learn  Sherman’s  army  has  invested  Savannah ;  beyond  the  usual 
skirmishing  no  fight  had  taken  place.  A  ])ress  telegram  dated  yesterday.  13th,  from 
Augusta,  says  in  the  fight  at  Coosa whatch ie,  Friday,  General  Gartrell  was  badly 
wounded  in  the  side  by  a  shell.  Notwithstanding  his  severe  wound  he  remained  on 
the  field  until  the  light  closed. 
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None  of  the  papers  contain  particulars  of  the  Coosawhatchie.  No 
information  of  any  conflict  at  that  point  since  the  30th  has  been  received 
at  the  War  Department. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 

(Copy  to  Secretary  of  War.) 


Washita  OTON,  T>ecemher  15,  1864 — 11.10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point.,  Va.: 

You  are  aware  that  a  large  amount  of  supplies  were  collected  at 
Pensacola  for  General  Sliermaii,  and  that  Oanby  held  troops  there  and 
at  Mobile,  to  open  communication  with  him  if  necessary.  Should  not 
General  Oanby  now  be  instructed  to  use  tljese  troops  and  supplies  for 
other  puri^oses?  Will  General  Sherman,  after  taking  Savannah,  base 
himself  on  that  place  and  operate  against  Charleston,  Branchville,  or 
Augusta'?  I  do  not  know  what  instructions  have  been  given  him  on 
this  subject;  but  if  he  is  to  base  himself  on  the  coast, -recruits,  conva¬ 
lescents,  &c.,  as  well  as  future  supplies,  should  be  sent  there  for  his 
army. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington  City,  December  15,  1864. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army  : 

General:  Please  communicate  with  Sherman,  and  direct  him  to 
send  no  troops  from  his  army  to  Virginia  until  plan  of  campaign  is  fully 
agreed  upon.  My  last  instructions  to  Sherman  contemplated  his  send¬ 
ing  troops  to  operate  against  Richmond,  retaining  all  his  artillery,  cav¬ 
alry,  and  infantry  sufficient  to  hold  our  base  on  the  Atlantic  secured 
by  his  campaign  and  to  compel  the  enemy  to  retain  there  at  least  the 
force  he  now  has  against  us.  Also,  that  artillery  can  be  sent  from  here 
to  supply  his  wants. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


War  Department, 
Quartermaster- General’s  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  December  15,  1864.  (Via  Port  Royal,  S.  0.) 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

My  Dear  General:  We  have  to-day  official  advices  of  your  posi¬ 
tion,  and  that  you  have  communicated,  or  that  General  Howard  has 
communicated,  with  General  Poster.  1  congratulate  you  on  youi-  suc- 
c(*ssful  march.  Yon  have  made  the  greatest  and  most  rianarkable 
marches  of  the  war,  and  have  demonstrated  several  times  that  an  army 
can  move  more  than  twenty-five  miles  from  a  navigable  river  or  rail¬ 
road  without  perishing.  We  have  been  shipping  suiijilies  for  you,  and 
I  hoiie  that  you  will  have  abundance  of  all  necessaries,  though  I  have 
been  somewhat  uncertain  as  to  your  numbers.  The  first  orders  r(*(|uired 
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200j000  rations  of  grain  and  500,000  of  provisions  and  100  rounds  of 
ammunition  to  be  shipped  to  meet  you.  They  were  at  first  ordered  to 
rendezvous  at  Port  Eoyal;  subsequently,  orders  were  given  to  send 
one-half  of  these  supplies  to  Pensacola.  I  added  a  supply  of  clothing, 
some  wagons,  harness,  and  quartermaster’s  stores.  These  estimates 
and  orders  appear  to  have  been  based  upon  a  column  of  30,000  men. 
As  soon  as  your  movements,  as  reported  by  the  rebel  papers,  showed 
that  you  would  probably  strike  the  Atlantic  coast,  orders  were  given 
to  send  further  supplies  to  Hilton  Head,  and  having  ascertained  that 
your  force  was  probably  much  greater  than  that  noted  above,  I  ordered 
more  clothing  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  and  directed  forage,  hay,  and 
grain  for  30,000  animals  to  be  shipped  daily.  Of  course  I  have  sent 
forward  all  subsistence  and  ammunition  turned  over  to  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department  for  shij^ment. 

I  presume  that  you  have  more  animals  now  than  when  you  started, 
and  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  difficulty,  as  well  as  the 
expense,  of  furnishing  a' large  army  with  forage  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
With  all  the  exertions  of  the  forage  officer  of  this  department,  with  a 
practically  unlimited  command  of  money,  he  has  not  been  able  to  accu¬ 
mulate  at  Washington  and  at  City  Point  enough  long  forage  for  the 
armies  in  Virginia  to  meet  a  few  days’  interruption  by  storm  or  ice. 
We  can  sup])ly  grain  enough,  but  there  is  always  a  short  supply  of  hay. 
He  has  agents  in  all  the  hay  districts,  and  buys  all  that  he  can  in  the  great 
markets.  Still  the  armies  complain  of  short  allowance  of  hay.  If  you 
have  more  animals  than  you  need  for  intended  operations  they  should 
be  sent  off  to  some  point  where  the  country  can  subsist  them,  or  else 
you  will,  I  fear,  lose  many  by  the  diseases  resulting  from  constant 
feeding  on  grain  without  enough  long  forage.  If  you  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  animals  to  the  lowest  point  consistent  with  safety  and  efficiency 
the  hay  we  can  procure  will  subsist  them  in  better  condition.  The 
expense  and  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  large  army  stationary  is  enor¬ 
mous.  The  wonderful  resources  of  the  Northern  States  have  enabled 
us  thus  far  to  keep  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  fully  supplied,  except 
with  hay,  and  of  the  want  of  that  it  comi)lains  bitterly.  Should  you 
i*est  upon  the  coast,  as  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  has  done,  this  hay 
(piestion  will  be  a  great  difficulty.  I  presume,  however,  that  your 
army  will  be  actively  employed,  and  live,  as  it  has  heretofore,  to  some 
extent,  upon  the  enemy.  1  hope  so,  and  I  believe  that  if  there  be  a 
general  officer  in  the  service  who  can  effect  this,  it  is  yourself. 

Congratulating  you  again  upon  your  brilliant  and  successful  opera¬ 
tion,  I  am,  most  sincerely,  your  friend  and  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General j  Brevet  Major-General^  U.  8.  Army. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  105. 

*  * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Near  Havannah^  Ga.^  December  15,  1864. 
****** 


IV.  1.  The  reserve  troops  of  Major-General  Blair’s  command.  Seven¬ 
teenth  Corps,  will  not  be  moved  to  the  right  by  transports,  as  intimated 
in  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  104. 

2.  Major-General  Blair  is  charged  with  constructing  a  wharf,  suitable 
for  landing  sup])lies  for  this  army,  at  such  point  on  the  river  near 
King’s  Bridge  as  General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster  Military  Divis- 
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ioQ  of  the  Mississippi,  may  select.  General  Blair  will  cause  the  work 
to  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  competent,  energetic  officer,  and  the  col¬ 
lecting  of  the  material  will  be  commenced  immediately. 

3.  The  Engineer  Eegiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale  command¬ 
ing,  will  report  to  Major-General  Blair  for  assignment  to  duty  on  this 
work. 

4.  General  Blair  will  cause  all  further  necessary  details  of  men, 
teams,  &c.,  to  push  this  work  forward  to  speedy  comiiletion,  to  be  made 
from  his  command. 

5.  General  Easton  will  be  at  King’s  Bridge  to-morrow  morning  to 
select  the  most  suitable  point  for  the  wharf. 

6.  A  large  mail  will  be  at  King’s  Bridge  to-morrow;  corps  com¬ 
manders  will  cause  all  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made  to  procure 
and  properly  distribute  the  same. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fort  McAllister^  Ga.,  Deceyyiher  15,  1864. 
General  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commandinf]  Second  Division  : 

You  will  garrison  Fort  McAllister  with  a  regiment  of  about  300  men, 
under  an  energetic  officer,  who  will  be  charged  with  putting  the  land 
fronts  of  the  fort,  including  ditches  and  abatis,  in  complete  order 
again.  It  will  be  desirable  to  have  all  the  heavy  guns  not  in  position 
on  the  river  front  put  in  toward  the  land.  Please  report  the  name  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort  to  these  headquarters.  For  your 
division  you  may  select  a  comfortable  camp  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAIJS, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Coyndg.  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps,  Fort  McAllister : 
Dismount  two  32-i)ounder  rilled  guns,  and  have  them  placed  on  the 
bank  ready  for  shipment  by  water  to  King’s  Bridge  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  E.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Eeugett, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  The  pioneer  cori)S  of  tlie  First  and  Fourth  Divisions  are 
at  work  on  the  road  to  King’s  P>ri(lgc.  Tlie  major-general  command- 
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iug  directs  that  you  make  the  necessary  details  from  your  command  to 
assist  your  pioneer  corx)s  in  throwing  up  the  work  for  the  siege  guns. 
Captain  Eobinson,  Company  C,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  will  superin¬ 
tend  the  work,  and  will  be  at  your  headquarters  in  a  short  time. 

V ery  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

As.si stall t  Adjuta iit- Genera  1. 


llEADOITARTERS  MlLITARA^  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Fields  near  Savannah^  Ga. 

[Major-General  Howard’’ s  Headquarters)^  December  15^  1864 — 3 p.  ni. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  The  general  has  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Ossabaw 
and  Wassaw  Sounds,  and  directs  me  to  inform  you  in  full  terms  of  the 
result.  After  having  opened  communication  by  signal  with  the  gun¬ 
boats  and  got  possession  of  Fort  McAllister,  he  went  in  person  to 
the  gun-boat  below  Fort  McAllister,  which  proved  to  be  a  messenger- 
boat  from  the  flag  ship  lying  at  the  mouth  of  Ossabaw  Sound.  After 
making  communications  to  Washington,  &c.,  he  returned  to  Fort  Mc¬ 
Allister,  and  was  overtaken  by  a  messenger  tfom  General  Foster,  just 
from  Port  Eoyal.  The  general  went  on  board  General  Foster’s  boat, 
and  proceeded  with  him  down  the  bay  in  hopes  to  meet  the  admiral, 
but  did  not  find  him  till  after  running  around  to  Wassaw  Sound. 
General  Foster  then  iiroceeded  to  Port  Eoyal  at  12  m.  yesterday,  to 
return  with  a  fleet  of  transports  loaded  with  000,000  rations  and  ten 
days’  forage  for  40,000  animals,  and  promised  to  be  here  by  to-night. 
He  will  also  bring  with  him  six  20- pounder  Parrott  guns  and  six  30- 
pounder  Parrotts,  with  300  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun.  The  gen¬ 
eral  then  transferred  to  the  admiral’s  vessel  and  returned  to  Fort  Mc¬ 
Allister,  whence  the  admiral  accompanied  him  as  far  up  as  the  rice 
mill,  where  he  had  left  his  horse.  He  is  now  at  General  Howard’s 
headquarters,  and  has  sent  for  his  camp  to  be  transferred  to  a  point 
near  this,  which  is  not  far  from  the  Seven-Mile  Post  on  the  main  road 
leading  west  from  Savannali  to  the  Ogeechee,  marked  on  our  maps  as 
a  x^lank  road.  This  xioint  is  about  five  miles  from  Ids  x^esent  head¬ 
quarters,  on  the  Louisville  road.  General  Foster  has  5,000  men  near 
the  Charleston  railroad,  north  of  Broad  Ei^  er,  and  near  enough  to  the 
railroad  to  command  it,  so  that  he  feels  sure  that  cars  cannot  xiass  either 
way;  but  he  has  been  unable  to  reach  the  railroad  itself  with  his  men, 
on  account  of  the  enemy’s  force.  The  gun-boats  and  General  Howarcl 
occuxiy  all  other  avenues  of  apxu'oach  to  Savannah  connecting  with 
your  right.  Now,  if  you  can  close  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  navigation, 
and  also  get  a  force  over  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  threaten  iii  flank  any 
dirt  road  leading  out  of  Savannah,  between  the  city  and  Coosa  whatchie, 
the  investment  of  the  city  will  be  comx)lete  and  the  enemy  will  have  no 
escaxie. 

The  general  wants  to  x)hice  the  batteries  expected  from  General  Fos¬ 
ter  in  position  as  near  the  heart  of  Savannah  as  x><>ssible,  ready  to 
bombard  it  as  soon  as  XF)Ssible.  You  may,  therefore,  send  horses,  to 
the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  at  King’s  Bridge,  ready  to  haul  those  guns  to 
your  right  front,  and,  as  soon  as  they  are  well  in  i)osition,  ready  to  open 
on  the  city,  he  x^D)poses  to  demand  its  surrender.  In  the  meantime 
our  stores  of  all  kinds  will  come  up  Ossabaw  Sound  and  the  Ogeechee 
to  King’s  Bridge,  and  thence  be  hauled  to  the  camx)s.  The  canal  is 
admirably  adax)ted  to  your  use,  and  the  general  suggests  that  you  send 
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some  competent  staff  otticer  over  to  tlje  Oyeecliee,  and,  in  concert  with 
General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  collect  as  many  boats  as  possible 
to  transport  your  stores  from  King’s  Bridge,  through  the  canal,  up  to 
your  very  camp.  At  Doctor  Cheves’  plantation,  ten  miles  from  King’s 
Bridge,  the  general  himself  saw  at  least  half  a  dozen  fine,  large  Hats, 
built  expressly  to  transport  rice  through  the  canal  to  Savannah,  the 
very  things  wanted,  and  he  has  no  doubt  on  other  plantations  at  least 
twenty  or  twenty-five  boats  could  be  collected,  each  capable  of  trans¬ 
porting  twenty  tons.  In  dry  weather  the  Avagons  will  be  best,  but  in 
case  of  rainy  weather  these  boats  would  be  admirable.  As  soon*  as 
possible  the  general  wants  your  batteries,  which  are  nearest  the  city, 
l)repared  to  execute  the  foregoing  plans,  and  he  wants  you  to  Avritehim 
in  full  to-night  any  ideas  that  may  have  been  suggested  by  your  closer 
obserA^ation  of  the  ground  in  your  immediate  front;  and  you  may  at 
once  give  orders  for  hauling  provisions  and  forage  from  King’s  Bridge, 
as  Admiral  Dahlgren  assured  him  this  morning  that  he  Av^onld  have  all 
torpedoes  and  obstructions  removed  in  the  coui\se  of  to-day.  There  is 
also  a  steam  boat  load  of  mail  for  your  army.  Col.  A.  H.  Markland  in 
charge,  which  will  be  at  King’s  Bridge  the  instant  the  torjAcdoes  are 
removed.  Captain  Merritt  brings  this  to  you,  and  can  satisfy  all  your 
inquiries,  as  ne  has  been  with  the  general. 

1  haA^e  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK,, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Beeemher  15^  1861 — 5  i).  m. 
Maj.  Henry  Hitchcock,  Assistant  Adjiitant- General: 

Major:  Your  communication  of  2  p.  m.  has  just  come  to  hand.  The 
heavy  guns  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  my  front.  From  my  extreme 
left  I  can  shell  the  city  AAuth  the  3-iuch  gun.  I  think  I  can  safely  place 
a  force  on  the  Carolina  side  of  the  river  and  gradually  AAY)rk  my  Avay 
opposite  the  city.  I  shall  send  team  for  stores  at  once. 

I  will  write  fully  to  morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

December  16,  1861 — 9  p.  m. 

[Major-General  Sherman:] 

General:  I  have  tAvo  regiments  on  the  (-arolina.  shore  nortli  of 
Clydesdale  Creek.  To-morroAv  morning  the  remainder  of  tlie  brigade, 
three  additional  regiments,  Avill  endeavor  to  take  the  line  from  (Jlydes- 
dale  Creek  to  a  jioiiit  on  the  Savannah  River  oiiposite  to  (h'uger’s 
Island,  with  orders  to  intrench  on  that  line  and  feel  forward  toAvard  the 
causeway  road.  With  your  consent  I  will  try  to  i)lace  a  division  on 
the  line  marked  2  on  the  inclosed  diagram.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
move  with  some  caution  on  that  side;  and,  to  render  the  position 
entirely  safe,  it  may  be  necessary  to  throA\^  an  entire  corps  over,  Avith 
instructions  to  intrench  strongly.  There  are  many  points  in  front  of 
our  present  position  that  can  be  guarded  by  a  good  jiicket-line.  If  a 
portion  of  the  line  iioav  held  by  Davis  can  be  held  by  General  lloAvard, 
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or  by  the  troops  under  General  Foster,  the  Twentieth  Corps  can  be 
spared,  and  will  seal  up  that  side  of  the  city  and  be  in  a  position  to  shell 
every  portion  of  it.  I  shall  go  no  further  than  to  send  a  brigade  over 
to  take  the  line  marked  1  until  I  hear  from  youj  but  I  have  no  fear  of 
placing  a  corps  on  that  side  ;  and  this  done  the  fate  of  the  city  is  sealed. 
I  think  Foster’s  command  might  be  of  use  in  the  swamps  on  this  side 
if  placed  behind  the  line  already  established.  I  think  there  are  points 
on  the  left  of  my  line  from  which  the  city  can  be  shelled  with  those 
heavy  guns  to  more  advantage  than  on  the  right  of  the  line.  The  point 
held  by  Carlin,  where  Mower  was,  is  within  three  miles  and  a  half  of 
the  city,  but  there  are  points  nearer  the  river  quite  as  close,  and  from 
which  the  city  can  be  seen.  Please  give  me  your  views  as  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  attempting  to  throw  one  entire  corps  over.  We  can  send  sup¬ 
plies  via  Argyle  Island,  which  is  held  by  us.  The  enemy  hold  the  lower 
part  of  Hutchinson’s  Island,  and  command  the  whole  island,  with  their 
batteries  on  this  side.  They  also  send  a  small  gun-boat  up  to  a  point 
between  Cruger’s  Island  and  Hutchinson’s,  at  a  point  marked  B.  She 
has  one  heavy  gun  and  gives  us  some  annoyance'.  She  is  just  out  of 
range  of  our  field  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Maj  0  r-  Genera  1. 


IIdqrs.  AIilitary  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  near  tSavannali,  Ga.^ 

{Major-General  Hoivard'’s  Headquarters).,  Dec.  15, 1864 — 11.30 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  Comdg.  Left  ^yinc),  Army  of  Georgia  : 
General:  The  general-in-chief  directs  me  to  write  you  as  follows: 
“  Your  note  of  9  p.  m.  is  just  received.  For  the  present  do  not  send 
more  than  one  brigade,  and  instead  of  threatening  south  toward  the 
Union  Causeway,  rather  let  it  threaten  eastward  toward  the  road 
jiiarked  as  running  up  toward  Augusta  on  the  east  side  of  the  Savan- 
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nah  Kiver,  seemingly  tbreateiiiug  iu  flank  the  movement  of  troops 
attempting  to  escape  from  Savannali.  There  are  some  points  which 
I  will  explain  in  person  as  soon  as  I  can  ride  over  to  see  yon.  A 
messenger  is  just  arrived  from  General  Grant  with  dispatches  of 
importance.  Prepare  for  the  rifled  guns  and  get  them  into  position  as 
soon  as  possible.  Let  the  engineer  regiment  continue  to  destroy  the 
railroad,  and  cover  their  work  up  as  far  as  the  bridge,  including-  it  if 
possible.  After  making  some  letters  to-morrow  I  will  come  over  to  see 
you.  Also  get  from  the  island  in  the  river  all  the  rice  you  can  as 
forage  for  your  horses.’^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gens.  W.  P.  Carlin  and  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Comdg.  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 

A  brigade  from  General  Baird’s  division  has  been  ordered  to  start 
from  near  General  Baird’s  headquarters  to-morrow,  at  7  a.  m.,  as  guard 
and  escort  to  foraging  trains  and  parties  from  the  diflerent  divisions. 
The  exiiedition  will  proceed  toward  the  Ogeechee  River,  and  division 
commanders  are  authorized  to  make  details  of  wagons  and  foragers  to 
accomiiany  it. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  detail  one  bri¬ 
gade  to  escort  and  guard  foraging  trains  from  the  different  divisions 
on  a  foraging  expedition  toward  the  Ogeechee  River,  the  expedition  to 
start  from  near  your  headquarters  to-morrow  at  7  a.  m. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Jackson,  Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  desires  to  have  you 
watch  well  the  enemy’s  batteries  in  your  front,  and  report  at  once  any 
movement  of  their  artillery.  It  is  possible  that  they  may  take  away 
some  of  the  pieces. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PBKKINS, 
Assistant  A djuiant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Geary,  commanding  Second  Division.) 

10  R  R — VOL  XLIV 


722 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.^  Decemher  15,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
you  send  the  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Colonel  Cogswell  com¬ 
manding,  to  report  at  once  to  Colonel  Hawley,  commanding  on  Argyle 
Island,  for  temporary  duty.  It  is  necessary  that  the  regiment  should 
start  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEKKINS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeemher  15,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you 
order  the  balance  of  Colonel  Carman’s  brigade  (now  in  the  line)  to 
march  to-morrow  morning  to  the  landing  where  the  captured  steam¬ 
boat  is,  starting  from  camp  in  time  to  reach  there  at  7  a.  m.  The  inter¬ 
val  that  will  be  left  in  your  line  by  taking  out  these  troops  will  have  to 
be  filled  by  putting  in  the  reserve  regiments  of  the  other  brigades,  and, 
if  necessary,  increase  the  intervals  between  the  regiments.  The  gen¬ 
eral  will  go  over  the  river  in  the  morning  and  would  like  to  have  you 
accompany  him.  He  will  start  from  here  about  8  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Five  Miles  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864, 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
Colonel  Carman’s  brigade,  of  your  division,  will  start  for  the  river  as 
soon  as  relieved  to-morrow  morning.  That  brigade  will  be  relieved  at 
daybreak  by  a  brigade  of  General  Ward’s  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captam  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  all  the 
pioneers  now  with  your  division  and  the  tool  wagons  of  the  whole  divis¬ 
ion  accompany  Colonel  Carman’s  brigade  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assista n t  Adj uta nt-  General, 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.y  December  15j  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  the  brigade  of  your 
division  now  in  reserve  relieve  Colonel  Carman’s  brigade,  of  the  First 
Division,  to-morrow  morning  at  daybreak. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 

In  the  Field j  December  15^  1864. 

Colonel  Asmussen  : 

Sir  :  The  officer  that  I  sent  this  morning  to  see  about  the  connection 
between  the  Fourteenth  Corps  and  the  left  of  the  Thirty- first  Wiscon¬ 
sin  has  just  returned,  and  reports  that  the  connection  heretofore  was 
not  fully  made,  but  the  evil  has  been  remedied  and  the  connection  is 
now  complete.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rogers,  brigade  officer  of  the  day, 
rexiorted  to  Cax)tain  Reynolds  on  yesterday  that  the  connection  had 
been  made,  and  Cuptain  Reynolds  so  reported  to  me  yesterday.  I  gave 
positive  instructions  to  the  brigade  officers  of  the  day  upon  the  subject. 
It  seems  that  the  Thirty-first  picketed  to  the  swamp,  refusing  their  left, 
and  the  Fourteenth  to  the  swamxion  the  other  side,  refusing  their  right. 
The  officer  has  measured  the  distance,  and  rexiorts  that  the  Fourteenth 
Corx)S  cover  this  portion  of  the  ground.  I  shall  increase  the  detail 
from  ]ny  brigade  to-day  in  order  to  strengthen  the  entire  line;  it  will 
in  the  future  be  250  men.  I  have  built  breast  works  in  front  of  the 
Thirty-first  Wisconsin,  Sixty-first  Ohio,  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois, 
and  Eighty-second  Illinois.  The  two  x>ieces  of  artillery  are  also  xiro- 
tected  by  works  on  railroad  and  main  wagon  road. 

Very  truly, 

J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Colonel^  &c. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Deveaux^s  Nechy  S.'C.,  December  15^  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter.*  We  will  be  ready  to 
move  as  soon  as  possible,  but  you  are  aware  that  we  cannot  get  oft*  this 
strip  of  land  in  less  than  two  days  with  the  transportation  we  have. 
I  do  not  think  the  enemy  intend  sending  more  re-enforcements  to 
Savannah.  One  train  got  down  yesterday  and  one  to-day;  no  train 
has  gone  north  either  yesterday  or  to-day.  A  train  came  from  toward 
Savannah  last  night  and  discharged  at  Coosawhatchie;  it  then  returned. 
Night  before  last  we  killed  the  engineer  and  one  fireman  and  disabled  a 
train.  We  keep  uj)  a  slow  fire  on  the  road,  and  fire  briskly  when  a 
train  attemxds  to  ])ass.  The  force  in  front  of  me  is  small,  not  over  2,000, 
if  the  stories  told  by  deserters  are  true.  1  think  the  road  might  be  cut 
toward  Pocotaligo  without  any  serious  mishax).  IMajor  Thomas  is  send¬ 
ing  for  all  the  launches  and  scows;  I  have  directed  Colonel  Ransom  to 
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send  them.  The  30-pounder  Parrotts  have,  I  think,  got  the  range  of 
the  road.  Our  battery  that  is  to  open  at  800  yards  on  tlie  railroad  is,  I 
find,  commanded  by  a  battery  400  yards  from  it.  I  dare  not  open  until 
I  get  a  slashing  cut  through  the  wood,  to  enable  my  batteries  in  camp 
to  play  on  that  of  the  enemy  j  I  intend  then  to  capture  it.  The  whole 
command  turned  out  and  cheered  General  Sherman  last  night  about  9 
o’clock.  One  of  our  scouts  heard  one  of  the  rebels  say,  ‘‘  Uncle  Abe 
must  have  issued  a  new  proclamation.”  Not  bad.  We  will  shut  up  the 
railroad  by  day  after  to-morrow,  if  not  earlier.  Kind  regards  to  the 
madam. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier- General. 

Our  right  battery,  deserters  tell  me,  cut  the  rails  in  three  places. 
The  scouts,  who  can  hear  talk  on  the  railroad,  assure  me  that  the  em¬ 
ployees  are  dissatisfied  at  having  to  pass  us.  I  shall  send  Lieutenant 
Harrold,  New  York  Engineers,  down  in  arrest.  He  is  worse  than  use¬ 
less,  as  he  fills  a  place  that  a  decent  sergeant  might  occupy  to  advan¬ 
tage. 

J.  P.  H. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  S.  (7.,  December  15,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Mulford, 

Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange  : 

Colonel  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  and  rebel  papers,  and  to 
return  you  his  thanks  for  the  same.  General  Foster  desires  me  to 
state  that  he  is  ready  at  any  time  for  you  to  declare  the  truce  at  an 
end,  and  requests  that  you  will  inform  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfen- 
nig,  commanding  the  Northern  -District,  of  the  fact  that  hostilities 
may  recommence  at  once.  General  Sherman  has  arrived.  He  called 
on  General  Foster  on  board  the  steamer  Nemaha  in  the  Ogeechee 
Kiver  about  daylight  yesterday  morning.  Fort  McAllister,  on  the 
Ogeechee  Eiver,  was  assaulted  by  Hazen’s  division,  of  the  Fifteenth 
Corps,  and  captured,  with  about  250  prisoners  and  21  guns,  with  am¬ 
munition  and  stores.  The  Ogeechee  River  is  now  open  to  supplies  for 
General  Sherman’s  army.  The  railroads  leading  to  Savannah  are  cut 
and  the  city  invested,  excepting  the  north  side.  General  Sherman’s 
army  is  in  fine  condition  and  in  excellent  spirits.  They  have  lived  on 
the  country  almost  entirely  during  their  march  from  Atlanta. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  S.  C.,  December  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Northern  District,  Morris  Island,  iS.  G.: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as 
Lieut.  Col.  John  E,  Mulford,  assistant  agent  of  exchange,  notifies  you 
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that  the  truce  is  declared  at  au  end,  you  may  recommence  hostilities,  in 
accordance  with  a  letter  of  instructions  delivered  to  you  when  you  re¬ 
took  command  of  the  district.  Those  instructions  were  to  fire  only 
occasionally,  as  the  War  Department  wishes  to  economize  ammunition 
as  much  as  possible. 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGER, 
Captain  and  Asmstant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  iS.  0.,  December  15y  1864. 

Col.  P.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

Fort  FulasMy  Ga.: 

Colonel:  Escaped  Union  prisoners  just  arrived  from  Columbia,  S. 
C.,  report  the  following  as  the  ration  issued  to  our  prisoners  by  the 
rebel  authorities:  Six  (one  pint)  cups  unbolted  corn-meal  every  five 
days,  one-half  pint  molasses  per  day,  one-half  pint  rice  occasionally  for 
five  days,  three  tablespoon fuls  salt  every  five  days,  and  no  meat  or 
grease  whatever.  You  are,  therefore,  directed  by  the  major-general 
commanding  to  furnish  the  prisoners  now  in  your  custody  with  rations 
in  accordance  with  the  above,  giving  them  half  a  pound  of  bread  in 
lieu  of  the  rice,  and  issuing  to  them  no  meat  or  grease.  You  will 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter  immediately  upon  its  being 
received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 

(Same  letter,  excepting  the  last  sentence,  sent  to  Capt.  Joseph  T. 
Pratt,  provost-marshal,  Hilton  Head  District.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  C.,  December  15 y  1864. 

Col.  P.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

Fort  Pulaslciy  Ga.: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  12th  instant  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  censure  sent 
you  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding.  You  state  that  the 
instructions  mentioned  in  the  letter  failed  to  reach  you,  and  request  a 
copy  to  be  sent  that  you  may  know  in  what  particular  you  have  erred. 
It  is  perfectly  well  understood  by  every  officer  in  this  department  that 
these  prisoners  were  sent  here  for  the  puri)ose  of  retaliation,  to  be 
treated  in  precisely  the  same  manner  that  our  prisoners  are  treated 
that  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  for  no  other  reasons  whatever. 
Full  instructions  were  sent  you  on  the  4th  ultimo  for  the  care  and  man¬ 
agement  of  these  prisoners,  and  a  corrected  copy  of  your  General 
Order,  No.  11,  whicli  you  were  directed  to  issue  and  strictly  enforce 
in  x)lace  of  the  one  you  ])ublislied.  Tliis  letter  alone  contained  suffi¬ 
cient  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  their  management,  and  was 
thought  to  cover  all  the  i)oints.  Dui)licate  copies  of  the  letter  and 
order  are  herewith  inclosed.  Instructions  have  been  sent  to  you 
repeatedly,  through  the  commanding  officer  of  the  district,  in  regard 
to  the  ration  to  be  issued,  i^c.  The  letter  was  sent  you,  not  only 
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because  you  did  not  treat  those  prisoners  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions,  but  because  you  permitted  yourself  to  be  complimented 
by  our  enemies  for  conduct  that  that  same  enemy  would  scorn  to 
bestow  on  our  prisoners  in  their  hands.  The  major-general  command¬ 
ing  directs  that  you  immediately  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
and  state  whether  you  received  the  letter  of  instructions  of  ^^^ovember 
4,  with  the  corrected  copy  of  your  “General  Order,  No.  11. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistmit  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  Savamiali,  December  16 ,  1864. 
Lieut,  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in- Chief j  City  Pointy  Va. 

General  :  I  received  day  before  yesterday,  at  the  hands  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dunn,  your  letter  of  December  3,  and  last  night,  at  the  hands  of 
Colonel  Babcock,  that  of  December  0.  I  had  previously  made  you  a 
hasty  scrawl  from  the  tug-boat  Dandelion,  in  Ogeechee  River,  advising 
you  that  the  army  had  reached  the  sea-coast,  destroying  all  railroads 
across  the  State  of  Georgia  and  investing  closely  the  city  of  Savannah, 
and  had  made  connection  with  the  fleet.  Since  writing  that  note  I 
have  in  person  met  and  conferred  with  General  Foster  and  Admiral 
Dahlgreu,  and  made  all  the  arrangements  which  I  deemed  essential 
to  reducing  the  city  of  Savannah  to  our  possession.  But  since  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  yours  of  the  6th  1  have  initiated  measures  looking  principally  to 
coming  to  you  with  50,000  or  60,000  infantry,  and,  incidentally,  to  take 
Savannah,  if  time  will  allow.  At  the  time  we  carried  Fort  McAllister  by 
assault  so  handsomely,  with  its  22  guns  and  entire  garrison,  I  was  hardly 
aware  of  its  importance;  but  since  passing  dowR  the  river  with  General 
Foster  and  up  with  Admiral  Dahlgreu  I  realize  liow  admirably  adapted 
are  Ossabaw  Sound  and  Ogeechee  River  to  supply  an  army  operating 
against  Savannah.  Sea- going  vessels  can  easily  come  to  King’s  Bridge, 
a  point  on  Ogeechee  River  fourteen  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Savannah, 
from  which  point  we  have  roads  leading  to  all  our  camps.  The  country 
is  low  and  sandy,  and  cut  up  with  marshes,  which,  in  wet  weather,  will 
be  very  bad;  but  we  have  been  so  favored  with  weather  that  they  are  all 
now  comparatively  good,  and  heavy  details  are  constant!}^  employed  in 
double  corduroying  the  marshes,  so  that  I  have  no  fears  even  of  a  bad 
spell  of  weather.  Fortunately,  also,  by  liberal  and  judicious  foraging, 
we  reached  the  sea-coast  abundantly  supplied  with  forage  and  provis¬ 
ions,  needing  nothing  on  arrival  except  bread;  of  this,  we  started  from 
Atlanta  provided  with  from  eight  to  twenty  days’  supply  per  corps, 
and  some  of  the  troops  only  had  one  days’  issue  of  bread  during  the 
trip  of  thirty  days;  and  yet  they  did  not  want,  for  sweet  potatoes  were 
very  abundant,  as  well  as  corn  meal,  and  our  soldiers  took  to  them 
naturally. 

We  started  with  about  5,000  head  of  cattle  and  arrived  with  over 
10,000;  of  course,  consuming  mostly  turkeys,  chickens,  sheep,  hogs,  and 
the  cattle  of  the  country.  As  to  our  mules  and  horses,  we  left  Atlanta 
with  about  2,500  wagons,  many  of  which  were  drawn  by  mules,  which 
had  not  recovered  from  the  (fliattanooga  starvation,  all  of  which  were 
replaced,  the  poor  mules  shot,  and  our  trans])ortation  is  now  in  superb 
condition.  I  have  no  doubt  the  State  of  Georgia  has  lost  by  our  opera¬ 
tions  15,000  first  rate  mules.  As  to  horses,  Kilpatrick  collected  all  his 
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remounts,  and  it  looks  to  me,  in  riding  along  our  columns,  as  though 
every  officer  had  three  or  four  led  horses,  and  each  regiment  seems  to  be 
followed  by  at  least  fifty  negroes  and  foot-sore  soldiers  riding  on  horses 
and  mules.  The  custom  was  for  each  brigade  to  send  out  daily  a  for¬ 
aging  party  of  about  fifty  men,  on  foot,  who  invariably  returned 
mounted,  with  several  wagons  loaded  with  poultry,  potatoes,  &c. ;  and 
as  the  army  is  composed  of  about  forty  brigades  you  can  estimate  ap¬ 
proximately  the  quantity  of  horses  collected.  Great  numbers  of  these 
w  ere  shot  by  my  order,  because  of  the  disorganizing  effect  on  our  in¬ 
fantry  of  having  too  many  idlers  mounted.  General  Easton  is  now 
engaged  in  collecting  statistics  in  this  line;  but  I  know  the  Govern¬ 
ment  will  never  receive  full  accounts  of  our  captures,  although  the 
result  aimed  at  was  fully  attained,  viz.,  to  deprive  our  enemy  of  them. 
All  these  animals  I  w  ill  have  sent  to  Port  Royal,  or  collected  behind 
Fort  McAllister,  to  be  used  by  General  Saxton  in  his  farming  oi)era- 
tions,  or  by  the  quartermaster’s  department,  after  they  are  systematic¬ 
ally  accounted  for.  Whilst  General  Easton  is  collecting  transportation 
for  my  troops  to  James  River  I  will  throw  to  Port  Royal  Island  all  our 
means  of  transportation  I  can,  and  collect  the  balance  near  Fort  McAllis¬ 
ter,  covered  by  the  Ogeechee  River  and  intrenchments  to  be  erected,  and 
for  wffiich  Captain  Poe,  my  chief  engineer,  is  now  reconnoitering  the 
ground ;  but  in  the  meantime  will  act  as  I  have  begun,  as  though  Savan¬ 
nah  City  Avas  my  objective,  namely:  the  troops  will  continue  to  invest 
Savannah  closely,  making  attacks  and  feints  wherever  we  have  firm 
ground  to  stand  upon;  and  I  will  i)lace  some  30-pounder  Parrotts, 
which  I  have  got  from  General  Foster,  in  position  near  enough  to  reach 
the  center  of  the  city,  and  then  wall  demand  its  surrender.  If  General 
Hardee  is  alarmed  or  fears  starvation  he  may  surrender;  otherwise,  I 
Avill  bombard  the  city,  but  not  risk  the  lives  of  my  men  by  assaults 
across  the  narrow  causeways  by  which  alone  I  can  now  reach  it.  If  I 
had  time.  Savannah,  with  all  its  dependent  fortifications,  is  already  in 
our  possession,  for  we  hold  all  its  avenues  of  supply.  The  enemy  has 
made  two  desperate  efforts  to  get  boats  from  above  to  the  city,  in  both 
of  Avhich  he  has  been  foiled — General  Slocum, whose  left  flank  rests  on 
the  river,  capturing  and  burniug  the  first  boat,  and  in  the  second  in¬ 
stance  driving  back  two  gun-boats  and  ca]>turing  the  steamer  Resolute, 
wdth  seven  naval  officers  and  a  crew^  of  tw^enty-fiA^e  seamen. 

General  Slocum  occupies  Argyle  Island  and  the  upper  end  of  Hutch¬ 
inson’s  Island,  and  has  a  brigatle  on  the  South  Carolina  shore  opposite, 
and  he  is  very  urgent  to  pass  one  of  his  corj^s  over  to  that  shore;  but, 
in  view  of  the  change  of  plans  made  ne(‘essary  by  your  order  of  the 
Gth,  I  wdll  maintain  things  in  statu  quo  till  I  have  got  all  my  trans¬ 
portation  to  the  rear  and  out  of  the  Avay,  and  until  I  haA^e  sea  trans¬ 
portation  for  the  troops  you  require  at  James  River,  which  I  Avill  accom¬ 
pany  and  command  in  person.  Of  course  I  will  leave  Kilpatrick  with 
his  cavalry,  say  5,300,  and  it  may  be  a  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps; 
but  before  determining  this  I  must  see  General  Foster,  and  may  ar¬ 
range  to  shift  his  force  (iioav  OA^er  above  the  Charleston  railroad,  at  the 
head  of  Broad  River)  to  the  Ogeechee,  Avhere,  in  co-operation  Avith  Kil- 
l)atrick’s  cavalry,  he  can  better  threaten  the  State  of  Georgia  than  from 
the  direction  of  Port  Royal.  Besides,  I  Avould  much  i)refer  not  to 
detach  from  my  regular  corps  any  of  its  veteran  divisions,  and  Avould 
eA^en  prefer  that  other  less  valuable  troops  should  be  sent  to  re-enforce 
Foster  from  some  other  (piarter.  My  four  corps,  full  of  experience  and 
full  of  ardor,  comiugto  you  en  masse,  e(pial  to  00,000  fighting  men,  Avill 
be  a  re-enforcement  that  Lee  cannot  disregard.  Indeed,  Avith  my  i)resent 
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command,  I  liad  expected  upon  reducing  Savaiiiiali  instantly  to  march 
to  Columbia,  S.  0.,  thence  to  Kaleigh,  and  thence  to  report  to  you;  but 
this  would  consume,  it  may  be,  six  weeks  time  after  the  fall  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  whereas  by  sea  1  can  probably  reach  you  with  my  men  and  arms 
before  the  middle  of  January. 

I  myself  am  somewhat  astonished  at  the  attitude  of  things  in  Ten¬ 
nessee.  I  purposely  delayed  at  Kingston  until  General  Thomas  assured 
me  that  he  was  ^‘all  ready,”  and  my  last  dispatch  from  him,  of  the 
12th  of  November,  was  full  of  confidence,  in  which  he  promised  me  that 
he  wmuld  ‘Gmin  Hood,”  if  he  dared  to  advance  from  Florence,  urging 
me  to  go  ahead  and  give  myself  no  concern  about  Hood’s  army  in 
Tennessee.  Why  he  did  not  turn  on  Hood  at  Franklin,  after  checking 
and  discomfiting  him,  surpasses  my  understanding.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
approve  of  his  evacuating  Decatur,  but  think  he  should  have  assumed 
the  ofieusive  against  Hood  from  Pulaski  in  the  direction  of  Waynes- 
burg  [  Waynesborough].  I  know  full  well  that  General  Thomas  is  slow 
in  mind  and  in  action,  but  he  is  judicious  and  brave,  and  the  troops 
feel  great  confidence  in  him.  I  still  hope  he  will  out-maneuver  and 
destroy  Hood. 

As  to  matters  in  the  Southeast,  I  think  Hardee,  in  Savannah,  has  good 
artillerists,  some  5,000  or  6,000  infantry,  and  it  may  be  a  mongrel  mass 
of  8,000  to  10,000  militia  and  fragments.  In  all  our  marching  through 
Georgia  he  has  not  forced  me  to  use  anything  but  a  skirmish  line, 
though  at  several  points  he  had  erected  fortifications  and  tried  to  alarm 
us  by  bombastic  threats.  In  Savannah  he  has  taken  refuge  behind  a 
line  constructed  behind  swamps  and  overflowed  rice  fields,  extending 
from  a  point  on  the  Savannah  Fiver  about  three  miles  above  the  city 
around  by  a  branch  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  which  stream  is  impassable 
from  its  salt  marshes  and  boggy  swamps,  crossed  only  by  narrow  cause¬ 
ways  or  common  corduroy  roads.  There  must  be  25,000  citizens — men, 
women,  and  children — in  Savannah  that  must  also  be  fed,  and  how  he 
is  to  feed  them  beyond  a  few  days  I  cannot  imagine,  as  I  know  that 
his  requisitions  for  corn  on  the  interior  counties  were  not  filled,  and  we 
are  in  possession  of  the  rice  fields  and  mills  which  could  alone  be  of 
service  to  him  in  this  neighborhood.  He  can  draw  nothing  from  South 
Carolina,  save  from  a  small  corner  down  in  the  southeast,  and  that  by 
a  disused  wagon  road.  1  could  easily  get  possession  of  this,  but  hardly 
deem  it  worth  the  risk  of  making  a  detachment,  which  would  be  in 
danger  by  its  isolation  from  the  main  army. 

Our  whole  armj  is  in  fine  condition  as  to  health,  and  the  weather  is 
splendid;  for  that  reason  alone,  1  feel  a  personal  dislike  to  turning 
northward.  I  will  keep  Lieutenant  Dunn  here  until  I  know  the  result 
of  my  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Savannah;  but,  whether  successful 
or  not,  shall  not  delay  my  execution  of  your  order  of  tlie  Cth,  which 
will  depend  alone  upon  the  time  it  will  require  to  obtain  transportation 
by  sea. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &('.,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEKMxAN, 
Major-General^  V.  S.  Army. 


Headc^uarters  of  the  Army, 
Washinyton,  Deeemher  16,  1861.  (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Grant  informs  me  that  in  his  last  dis¬ 
patch  sent  to  you  he  suggested  the  transfer  of  your  infantry  to  Kich- 
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Tnoiicl.  lie  HOW  wislies  me  to  say  that  you  will  retain  your  entire  force, 
at  least  for  the  i)resent,  and  with  such  assistance  as  may  be  given  you 
by  General  Foster  and  Admiral  Dahlgren,  operate  from  such  base 
as  you  may  establish  on  the  coast.  General  Foster  will  obey  such 
instructions  as  may  be  given  by  you.  Should  you  have  captured  Savan¬ 
nah,  it  is  thought  that  by  transferring  the  water  batteries  to  the  land 
side,  that  place  may  be  made  a  good  depot  and  base  for  operations  on 
Augusta,  Brauchville,  or  Charleston.  If  Savannah  should  not  be  cap¬ 
tured,  or  if  captured  and  not  deemed  suitable  for  this  puri)ose,  perhaps 
Beaufort  would  serve  as  a  depot.  As  the  rebels  have  probably  removed 
their  most  valuable  i)roperty  from  Augusta,  jierhaps  Brauchville  would 
be  the  most  important  point  at  which  to  strike,  in  order  to  sever  all 
connection  between  Virginia  and  the  Southwestern  Eailroad.  General 
Grant’s  wishes,  however,  are  that  this  whole  matter  of  your  future 
action  should  be  entirely  left  to  your  discretion.  We  can  send  you 
from  here  a  number  of  complete  batteries  of  field  artillery,  with  or  with¬ 
out  horses,  as  you  may  desire.  Also,  as  soon  as  General  Thomas  can 
spare  them,  all  the  fragments,  convalescents,  and  furloughed  men  of 
your  army.  It  is  reported  that  Thomas  defeated  Hood  yesterday  near 
Nashville,  but  we  have  no  parti(*ulars  nor  ofilcial  reports,  telegraphic 
communication  being  interrupted  by  a  heavy  storm.  Our  last  advices 
from  you  was  General  Howard’s  note  announcing  his  apxuoach  to 
Savannah. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  ami  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Kingh  Bridge^  Becetnher  16^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  The  mail-boat  and  General  Foster’s  steamer,  neitlier 
ca|)able  of  carrying  any  freight,  are  the  only  vessels  that  have  arrived 
here  as  yet.  These  boats  report  only  six  feet  water  on  the  bars  below 
this  x>lace  at  low  tide.  I  fear  the  steamers  and  other  vessels  below, 
which  contain  our  supxilies,  draw  too  much  water  to  get  up.  I  will  go 
down  the  river  in  the  morning  and  lighten  uxi  the  transports,  and  do 
everything  else  that  can  be  done  to  get  sujixilies  to  this  iioint. 

Very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chi ef  Q  n a  rterm  a ster. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >  hi  the  FieUf  near  Savannah,  Ga.y. 

No.  133.  3  December  16,  1864. 

I.  Cax)t.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer,  will  cause  all  the  railroads  lead¬ 
ing  out  of  Savannah  to  be  most  thoroughly  destroyed — the  Charleston 
road  as  far  as  and,  if  possible,  including  the  bridge  over  Savannah 
Kiver;  the  Macon  road  as  far  as  Station  l.t;  and  the  Gulf  road  as  far 
as  and  including  the  Ogeechee  Kiver  bridge. 

II.  Major-General  Howard  willdisxiatch  twodivisions,without wagons, 
to  destroy  the  Gulf  road  as  far  as  the  Altai»)aha  Kiver  bridge,  and 
exhaust  the  country  in  that  direction  of  su])|)lies.  Gemu’al  Kilpatrick 
with  his  cavalry  will  cover  this  working  force,  and  co-operate  with  it. 
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III.  The  depot  of  supplies  is  for  the  present  at  King’s  Bridge.  Gen¬ 
eral  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  may  use  his  discretion  in  landing 
supplies  at  Fort  McAllister  and  the  rice  mill. 

lY.  Army  commanders  will  forthwith  send  to  General  Easton,  chief 
quartermaster,  at  King’s  Bridge,  all  negroes,  horses,  mules,  and  wagons 
rendered  surplus  by  our  change  in  operations,  or  to  such  points  on  the 
Ogeechee  Eiver  as  General  Easton  may  indicate,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  sent  to  Port  Boyal  Island,  where  they  can  be  more  easily  sup¬ 
plied;  they  will  also  avail  themselves  of  the  present  favorable  weather 
to  bring  forward  ten  days’  food,  and  will  reserve  for  that  purpose 
enough  wagons  to  handle  them;  all  other  wagons  must  be  sent  to  the 
Ogeechee  Eiver  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 


L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Wear  Savannah^  Ga.j  December  16,  1864. 


I.  In  accordance  with  directions  from  Major-General  Sherman,  com¬ 
manding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Gulf  railroad  from  the 
Ogeechee  to  and  including  the  bridge  over  the  Altamaha  will,  in  the 
most  thorough  and  complete  manner,  be  immediately  destroyed.  To 
this  end  Major-General  Osterhaus  will  direct  Brigadier-General  Hazen, 
commanding  Second  Division,  to  place  his  command,  except  such  por¬ 
tion  thereof  as  is  charged  with  the  garrisoning  of  Fort  McAllister,  in 
convenient  proximity  to  the  railroad,  and  to  him  Avill  be  intrusted  the 
destruction  of  the  road  for  twenty  miles  out  from  the  Ogeechee.  Major- 
General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  send  one 
division,  without  transportation  and  without  artillery  (except  one  sec¬ 
tion),  to  commence  at  a  point  twenty  miles  out  from  the  Ogeechee,  and, 
in  concert  with  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  destroy  the  road  to  and 
including  the  bridge  over  the  Altamaha.  Five  days’  time  is  given  to 
complete  this  destruction,  which  must  be  most  thorough,  every  tie  to 
be  burned  and  every  rail  twisted. 

*  #  *  *  '  #  *  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGAET, 

A  ssisfa  n  t  A  dj  a  ta  n  t-  Gen  era  1. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  199.  j  Anderson's  Plantation^  Ga.,  ])ecemher  16,  1864. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  AY.  B.  Hazen  will  place  his  command,  except  such  por¬ 
tion  thereof  as  is  charged  with  the  garrisoning  of  Fort  McAllister  and 
King’s  Bridge,  in  convenient  proximity  to  the  railroad.  To  this  com¬ 
mand  will  be  assigned  the  duty  of  destroying  the  Gulf  railroad  to  a 
point  twenty  miles  out  from  the  Ogeechee.  The  destruction  must  be 
most  thorough,  every  tie  to  be  burned  and  every  rail  twisted.  The 
railroad,  from  a  point  twenty  miles  out  to  Altamaha  bridge,  will  be 
destroyed  by  a  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  in  concert  with  Gen- 


Chap.  LVI.] 


731 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - UNION. 

eral  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry.  The  troops  will  move  as  light  as  possible 
and  without  trains.  The  artillery  at  King’s  Bridge  will  be  directed  to 
report  at  these  headquarters. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  December  16,  1864. 

(Received  12  m.) 

General  Sherman,  or  Howard: 

Transports  with  rations  have  arrived  below  the  fort.  I  have  ordered 
one  to  be  brought  to  the  fort  wharf.  If  any  command  is  pressed  they 
can  send  by  land  via  King’s  Bridge. 

HAZEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  16,  1864. 
General  Hazen, 

Fort  McAllister: 

General  Sherman  directs  that  the  vessels  having  supplies  for  this 
army  be  sent  to  King’s  Bridge.  General  Easton  and  Colonel  Beckwith 
are  there  to  receive  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide- de- Camp. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  70.  )  Fort  McAllister,  G a.,  December  16,1864. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  199,  from  headquarters  Fif¬ 
teenth  Army  (;orps,  each  brigade  of  this  division,  leaving  one  regiment 
in  camp,  will  prepare  to  march,  without  wagons,  to  destroy  the  Gulf 
railroad,  as  follows:  The  Second  Brigade  from  Walthourville  east  to  a 
l)oint  two  miles  east  of  McIntosh;  the  Third  Brigade  from  a  point  two 
miles  east  of  McIntosh  to  the  crossing  of  the  railroad  with  the  Medway 
or  Saint  Catherine  River;  the  First  Brigade  from  the  Saint  Catherine 
River  to  the  Ogeechee. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  order  referred  to  from  corps  headquarters  that 
the  work  should  be  done  in  the  most  thorough  manner,  every  tie 
burned  and  every  rail  twisted. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen  : 

G.  LGFLAND, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  (h)i{ps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  16,  1864. 
Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that,  by  orders  received  direct 
from  Major-General  Siierman,  1  hav^e  sent  Major-General  Mower’s  divis- 
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ion  to  destroy  the  Gulf  road  from  Station  3  to  the  Altamaha  Kiver, 
and  one  brigade  of  General  Smith’s  division  to  King’s  Bridge  to  unload 
transports. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  308.  j  J^ear  i^avannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  16,  1864. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  send 
the  First  Brigade  of  his  command.  Col.  B.  F.  Potts  commanding,  to 
encamp  at  King’s  Bridge.  They  will  proceed  there  forthwith,  and 
report  to  General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the 
Mississippi. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Hickenlooper,  assistant  inspector-general.  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  placed  in  charge  of  the  building  of  the 
wharf  at  King’s  Bridge.  The  First  Missouri  Engineers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tweeddale  commanding,  will  report  to  him  for  orders. 

III.  In  compliance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  196,  department 
headquarters  (copy  inclosed),*  Major-General  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  the  two  brigades  of  his  command  now  in  camp  to 
a  point  twenty  miles  west  of  the  Ogeechee  River,  on  the  Gulf  road,  and 
will,  in  concert  Avith  General  Kilpatrick,  destroy  the  road  from  there  to 
and  including  the  bridge  over  the  Altamaha  River.  He  will  take  with 
him  one  section  of  artillery,  and  will  leave  in  camp  his  transportation, 
moving  as  lightly  as  possible.  He  will  take  three  days’  rations,  and  will 
live  as  far  as  possible  off  the  country. 

#  *  -*  *  *  *  * 

V.  Col.  George  E.  Spencer,  commanding  First  Alabama  Cavalry, 
will,  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  move  out  on  the  road  to  Station  3,  on  the  Gulf 
railroad,  and  on  overtaking  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  Avill  report  to  him,  and  be  subject  to  his  orders  during  the 
time  General  Mower  is  absent  destroying  the  road. 

***#*## 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A cljutan t-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savaitnah,  Ga..,  Deeemher  16,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Gommandmg  First  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  have  to  proceed  without  rations.  You  will  be  able  to 
procure  plenty  in  the  section  to  which  you  are  going.  You  may  take 
six  wagons  of  infantry  ammunition.  It  will  be  ne(*essary  to  return 
within  the  time  limited,  and  to  expedite  the  destruction  of  the  road  you 
can  send  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  to  the  other  end  to  do  the  work. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssista n t  Adjutant- G en era  1. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  170.  )  Near  8ava7inah,  Ga.,  December  16^  1864. 

I.  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  308,  headquarters  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  of  this  date,  the  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W. 
Fuller  commanding,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  John  Tillson  com¬ 
manding,  and  one  section  of  Battery  C,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  of 
this  command,  will  be  prepared  to  march  immediately.  The  troops 
will  move  light.  One  ambulance  and  one  wagon  will  be  taken  by  each 
regiment.  The  artillery  will  take  one  wagon-load  of  ammunition.  No 
other  wagons  allowed.  Three  days’  rations  will  be  drawn  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  at  the  river. 

**#-***# 

III.  Lieut.  William  E.  Ells,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  of  this 
division,  will  remain  back  in  his  present  camp;  but  should  supplies 
arrive  here  for  the  troops  within  five  days  from  this  date  he  will  bring 
the  necessary  supplies  forward  to  this  command  wherever  it  may  be  on 
the  Gulf  railroad. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower: 

CHAS.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieut.,  Aide-de-Ca7niJ,  a7id  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Dece77iber  16,  1864. 

Col.  Thomas  Curly, 

Com77iandA7ig  at  Cheves^  Mill: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  instruct  you  to  cause 
to  be  procured  from  the  Cheves’  and  all  other  plantations  on  the  river 
between  Fort  McAllister  and  King’s  Bridge  all  the  small  boats  of 
whatsoever  description  you  can  find,  and  send  them  to  King’s  Bridge, 
to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hickenlooper,  of  General  Blair’s  staff, 
or  officer  in  charge  of  construction  of  wharves  at  that  point,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  Should  there  be  more  boats  at  Fort  McAllister 
than  are  necessary  for  use  at  that  place  you  will  take  them  also. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjuta7it-  Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

JJece77iber  16,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Moroan, 

Com7na7idi7ig  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  General  Carlin  reports  that  the  enemy  is  working  to' 
establish  a  battery  within  range  of  the  right  of  your  picket-line,  and 
that  your  pickets  report  that  they  could  dislodge  the  working  party  if 
they  had  not  orders  to  hold  their  fire.  Please  give  orders  to  your 
pickets  to  stop  this  work,  if  it  prove  true  that  the  work  being  erected 
is  within  range. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

dEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Comnumding. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

ISFear  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  16^  1864. 

Kespectfully  returned  to  Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Alorgan,  with  the  state¬ 
ment  that  tlie  pickets  of  this  brigade  have  at  no  time  been  ordered  to 
hold  their  fire  at  all  times,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  fire  upon  the  enemy 
whenever,  in  their  judgment,  their  fire  could  be  made  effective  and 
good  accomplished. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  S.  PEAEOE, 
Lieutenant- Coloriel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.^  December  16,  1864. 

Col.  E.  A.  Carman, 

Commandmg  Brigade : 

Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
you  cross  your  command  to  the  South  Carolina  side  of  the  Savannah 
River  to-morrow  morning.  You  will  commence  the  movement  before 
daylight.  He  directs  that  you  use  at  first,  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
troops  have  been  crossed  to  drive  away  or  silence  the  battery,  only  the 
small  boats;  as  soon  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so,  you  will  use  the  flat-boats  and 
barges.  He  further  directs  that  you  have  the  second  piece  of  artillery 
crossed  to-night  and  put  in  position  near  where  the  one  is  that  was 
crossed  to-day.  He  also  directs  that  you  have  all  the  fiat-boats,  barges, 
&c.,  taken  around  to  the  north  side  of  the  island  to-night,  so  that  they 
may  be  in  readiness  to  cross  the  troops.  He  also  directs  that,  after 
you  have  crossed,  you  occupy  and  hold  a  position  near  the  river,  not 
attempting  to  advance  far  into  the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  16,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Jac.^kson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  :  In  accordance  with  directions  from  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  the  corps,  the  order  for  Colonel  Carman  to  cross  his 
brigade  to  the  South  Carolina  side  of  the  Savannah  River  to-morrow 
morning  is  hereby  countermanded.  The  general  commanding  directs 
that  you  have  him  send  over  a  force  of  90  or  100  men,  in  small  boats,  to 
effect  a  lodgment,  if  possible,  and  feel  the  enemy’s  position.  He  wishes 
him  to  take  only  such  force  as  can  be  readily  brought  back  in  case  the 
enemy  is  too  strong  for  them.  He  also  desires  that  Colonel  Carman 
will  send  reconnoitering  parties  up  the  island,  to  examine  the  country 
and  channel,  and  see  if  a  crossing  can  be  effected  fixrther  up  the  river; 
it  may,  perhaps,  be  Avell  to  send  a  small  boat  or  two  with  this  party. 
The  two  pieces  of  artillery  will  be  put  in  position  near  the  mill,  as 
directed  in  the  former  order.  The  general  desires  to  have  one-half  of 
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tlie  flat-boats  Drought  to  this  side  of  the  island,  the  other  half  to  be 
kept  on  the  north  side,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mill,  where  they  can  be 
sheltered  as  much  as  possible. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Assist (mt  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Argyle  Island,  Ga.,  December  16,  1864. 

Lieut.  George  Robinson, 

Acting  Assistmit  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I  have  made  my  arrangements 
to  cross  my  brigade  to  the  main  South  Carolina  shore,  if  deemed 
advisable.  General  Jackson  desired  me  to  advance  my  skirmishers  on 
the  enemy  at  daybreak;  and,  I  understood  him  to  say,  to  support  it 
with  two  or  three  regiments,  if  deemed  advisable.  I  would  respect¬ 
fully  ask,  if  I  succeed  in  getting  a  lodgment  with  my  skirmishers  and 
two  regiments,  if  I  am  to  cross  my  whole  brigade  without  further 
orders,  or  act  on  my  judgment! 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  CARMAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  2d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  20tii  Army  Corps, 

Argyle  Island,  Ga.,  December  16,  1864. 

This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  4.30  a.  m.  to  morrow. 
Col.  William  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Yolunteers,  and  Col.  William 
Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  will  each  detail  one  com¬ 
missioned  officer  and  fifty  enlisted  men,  under  command  of  a  competent 
officer  from  the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers  Avho  is  acquainted  with 
the  country  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  to  gross  in  small  boats  at  5 
a.  m.  precisely;  they  will  act  as  skirmishers.  The  Third  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  One  hundred  .‘:\nd  fiftieth 
New  York  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  Avill  follow  in  barges  in  the  order 
named.  Each  regiment  will  carry  two  axes  and  twenty  shovels.  Regi¬ 
ments  that  are  not  already  supplied  can  procure  the  tools  by  sending 
to  these  headquarters  early  in  the  morning.  Col.  William  Hawley, 
Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  will  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  brigade,  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow,  as  commanding  officer  of  the  advance. 

By  command  of  Col.  E.  A.  Carman,  commanding  brigade: 

J.  R.  LINDSAY, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 
Steamer  Nemaha,  Ogeechee  River,  Ga.,  December  16,  1864. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding : 

General  :  On  my  way  up  to-day  I  sounded  the  river,  obtained  two 
good  i)ilots,  one  of  whom  is  on  the  Island  City,  and  removed  a  pier  and 
the  burnt  I'ubbish  of  the  railroad  bridge  so  as  to  permit  vessels  to  pass. 
Between  that  bridge  and  this  point  there  is  only  s(iven  feet  of  water  at 
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higli  water;  up  to  the  railroad  bridge  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
there  is  jten  feet  of  water  at  low  water.  All  the  vessels  with  supplies 
may  come  to  the  railroad  bridge,  but  from  there  to  this  point  lighters 
must  be  used,  except  at  high  water,  wheu  the  light-draught  steamers 
may  come  up.  The  siege  battery  of  30-pounder  Parrotts  is  in  the  river, 
three  pieces  on  the  steamer  Sylph  and  three  more  on  another  steamer. 
Forage  is  also  here  on  vessels,  both  steam  and  sailing.  Two  large 
steamers  and  one  schooner  with  commissary  stores  are  also  in  the  river 
coming  up.  In  going  down  I  will  endeavor  to  pick  up  on  the  planta¬ 
tions  pilots  enough  to  place  one  on  each  vessel,  if  possible,  and  hurry 
them  up.  All  of  them  should  arrive  at  the  railroad  bridge  at  noon 
to-morrow.  The  Sylph  is  of  light- draught,  and  can  come  directly  here 
and  land  the  30-pounder  Parrotts  at  the  landing.  I  shall  leave  as  soon 
as  the  water  rises  sufficiently  to  proceed  directly  to  Hilton  Head,  to 
send  a  steamer  to  Fortress  Monroe  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock. 
After  that  I  shall  return  at  once. 

Kespectfullv,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  17.,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  Richmond  papers  of  to-day  contain  the  following: 

FROM  GEORGIA — SHERMAN’s  MOVEMENTS. 

The  Augusta  Register,  received  this  morning,  says  that  it  was  stated  in  that  city 
on  the  13th  that  the  Federals  have  possession  of  the  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf 
Raili-oad.  It  is  also  said  that  they  captured  a  passenger  train  on  the  same.  Among 
the  persons  taken  was  R.  R.  Cuyler,  esq.,  the  president  of  the  road.  It  is  also 
reported  that  the  Yankees  have  possession  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad 
bridge  over  the  Savannah  River.  The  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  day  before  says  that, 
meantime,  Sherman  has  been  pressing  steadily  toward  the  city;  our  forces  had  fallen 
back  to  the  junction  of  the  Georgia  Central  and  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad, 
about  three  miles  from  the  city.  At  this  important  point,  which  commands  both 
roads.  General  Hardee  took  his  stand.  It  Avas  confidently  reported  yesterday,  and 
we  think,  that  Sherman’s  forces  were  in  Hardee’s  front,  and  that  a  demand  for  the 
surrender  of  the  city  having  l)een  refused,  heaA^y  fighting  ensued,  and  was  going  on 
yesterday.  Of  the  result,  however,  if  any,  no  news  whatever  has  reached  us.  We 
may  hear  something  to-day.  The  community  of  Savannah  seem  firm  and  quiet. 
For  the  present,  the  trains  will  cease  to  run  through  between  the  two  cities.  Gen¬ 
eral  Gartrell  states  that  for  several  days  he  observed  frequent  signals  between  the 
Federal  forces  toward  Port  Royal  and  Sherman’s  forces  in  the  direction  of  Sister’s 
Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  railroad.  The  impression  of  the  South  was  that  Sherman 
was  crossing  at  the  ferry,  and  would  co-operate  Avith  Foster’s  forces  in  opening  the 
way  to  Port  Royal. 

The  Dispatch,  speaking  of  the  raid  into  Southwest  Virginia,  says 
that: 

Information  was  receiA’^ed  here  yesterday  that  the  main  body  had  left  the  railroad 
at  Glade’s  Spring  and  started  toward  the  salt-works,  six  miles  distant;  and  that  the 
smaller  party,  previously  mentioned,  had  passed  Marion  and  were  advancing  on 
Wytheville,  Avhich  is  fifty-five  miles  this  side  of  Abingdon.  The  object  of  this  party 
is  doubtless  to  break  up  the  railroad,  and  thereby  prevent  re-enforcements  from  being 
sent  from  the  east  to  our  troops  at  the  salt-Avorks.  They  will,  of  course,  destroy  as 
much  property  as  possible  along  their  route. 


3N().  A.  RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  near  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  17,  1861, 
General  William  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  in  Savannah : 

General:  You  have  doubtless  observed  from  your  station  at  Kose 
dew  that  sea-going  vessels  now  eome  througli  Ossabaw  Sound  and  ur 
Ogeechee  to  the  rear  of  my  army,  giving  me  abundant  supiilies  of  all 
kinds,  and  more  especially  heavy  ordnance  necessary  to  the  reduction 
of  Savannah.  I  have  already  received  guns  that  can  cast  heavy  and 
destructive  shot  as  far  as  the  heart  of  your  city;  also,  I  have  for  some 
days  held  and  controlled  every  avenue  by  which  the  ])eople  and  garri¬ 
son  of  Savannah  can  be  supplied;  and  1  am  therefore  justified  in 
demanding  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  its  dependent 
forts,  and  shall  await  a  reasonable  time  your  answer  before  opening 
with  heavy  ordnance.  Should  you  entertain  the  proimsition  I  am  pre¬ 
pared  to  grant  liberal  terms  to  the  inhabitants  and  garrison;  but 
should  I  be  forced  to  resort  to  assault,  and  the  slower  ami  surer  iirocess 
of  starvation,  I  shall  then  feel  justified  in  resorting  to  the  harshest 
measures,  and  shall  make  little  efiort  to  restrain  my  army — burning  to 
avenge  a  great  national  wrong  they  attach  to  Savannah  and  other 
large  cities  which  have  been  so  prominent  in  dragging  our  country  into 
civil  war.  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  General  Hood’s  demand  for  the  sur¬ 
render  of  the  town  of  Eesaca,  to  be  used  by  you  for  what  it  is  worth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 

[luclosure.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

III  the  Field,  October  12,  1864. 

To  the  Officer  Commandu^g  U.  S.  Forces  at  Resaca,  Ga.  : 

Sir  :  I  demand  the  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of  the 
post  and  garrison  under  your  command,  and  should  this  be  acceded  to, 
all  white  officers  and  soldiers  will  be  paroled  in  a  few  days.  If  the 
place  is  carried  by  assault  no  xirisoners  will  be  taken. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

■  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  17,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Federal  Forces,  near  Savannah,  Ga. : 

General:  1  have  to  acknowledge  receijR  of  a  commuui(*ation  from 
you  of  this  date,  in  which  you  demand  ‘‘  the  surrender  of  Savannah 
and  its  dependent  forts,”  on  the  ground  that  you  have  ^‘received  guns 
that  can  cast  heavy  and  destructive  shot  into  the  heart  of  the  city,” 
and  for  the  further  reason  that  you  “have  for  some  days  held  and  con^ 
trolled  eveiy  avenue  by  whi(*h  the  x)eople  and  garrison  can  be  su])plied,” 
Von  add  that  should  yon  be  “forced  to  r(‘Sort  to  assault,  or  to  tlie 
slower  and  surer  jirocess  of  starvation,  you  will  tlum  feel  justified  in 
resorting  to  the  harshest  measures,  and  will  inake  little  effort  to  restrain 
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your  army,”  &c.  Tlie  position  of  your  forces,  a  half  a  mile  beyond  the 
outer  line  for  the  land  defenses  of  Savannah,  is,  at  the  nearest  point, 
at  least  four  miles  from  the  heart  of  the  city.  That  and  the  interior 
line  are  both  intact.  Your  statement  that  you  ‘‘  have  for  some  days  held 
and  controlled  every  avenue  by  which  the  people  and  garrison  can  be 
supplied  ”  is  incorrect.  I  am  in  free  and  constant  communication  with 
my  department.  Your  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Savannah  and  its 
dependent  forts  is  refused.  With  respect  to  the  threats  conveyed  in 
the  closing- paragraphs  of  your  letter,  of  what  may  be  expected  in  case 
your  demand  is  not  complied  with,  I  have  to  say  "that  I  have  hitherto 
conducted  the  military  operations  intrusted  to  my  direction  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  and  I  should  deeply 
regret  the  adoption  of  any  course  by  you  that  may  force  me  to  deviate 
from. them  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Anderson^  Plantation^  Ga.,  December  17^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  0.  li.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  :  You  will  cause  a  detail  to  be  made  from  your  command 
for  the  purpose  of  covering  that  portion  of  the  Savannah  road  cordu¬ 
royed  by  xiioneer  corps  with  at  least  six  inches  of  sand,  &c.  The  road 
being  a  double  one,  the  task  of  the  several  divisions  will  be  as  follows: 
To  the  First  Division  will  be  assigned  the  north  side  of  the  road  as  far 
as  the  bridge;  to  the  Fourth  Division  the  south  side  to  the  bridge;  and 
to  the  Third  Division  that  portion  of  the  road  corduroyed  beyond  the 
bridge;  and  also  an  officer  of  pioneer  corps  to  superintend  the  extra 
working  detail. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 

■  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Bavannah,  Ga.,  December  17,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  a  large  regiment 
from  your  command,  with  instructions  to  sux)port  and  protect  the  First 
Michigan  Engineers  while  engaged  in  tearing  up  the  railroad  above 
Station  No.  1  (or  Pooler),  on  the  Georgia  Central  Kailroad.  Major 
Yates,  the  -commanding  officer  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers,  Avill 
be  found  at  or  near  Pooler.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment 
detailed  will  see  and  consult  with  him  in  regard  to  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be-,  general,  ver^^  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  iMcCLUKG, 

Assisfaut  Adjutant-tjenernl  and  Chief  of  Staffs 
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Fort  Monroe,  V"a.,  December  17,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  10.40  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  my  arrival  here  this  morning  at  5  o’clock, 
with  dispatches  from  Sherman  and  Foster.  1  send  you  in  cipher  a  tel¬ 
egram  from  Foster.  1  will  be  in  Washington  this  p.  m.  with  full  and 
detailed  dispatches  from  General  Sherman. 

JNO.  F.  a:ndersox. 

Major  and  Additmial  AUie-de-Camp,  Staff  of  General  Foster. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Deveaux\s  Neck,  S.  C.,  December  17,  1864. 

[Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South:] 

General:  One  train  jiassed  up  yesterday  morning;  it  consisted  of 
two  passenger  and  one  freight  car.  We  got  a  battery  into  position 
last  night  bearing  on  the  bridge;  have  not  opened  with  it,  as  we 
hope  to  catch  a  train  crossing  this  morning.  The  enemy  have  but  four 
regiments  opposite  me;  they  have  also  one  at  Pocotaligo.  A  train 
was  lying  all  day  yesterday  below  Coosawhatchie,  but  out  of  sight;  it 
would  move  when  we  threw  shells  into  the  woods.  No  deserters  this 
morning. 

Very  resp3ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  HATCH, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brioade, 
Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  December  17,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  South: 

(  Aptain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  truce  existing  in 
Cliarleston  Harbor,  for  the  puriiose  of  exchange  of  prisoners,  terminated 
to-day  at  10  a.  m.  by  mutual  agreement.  Instructions  to  that  effect  were 
furnished  me  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mulford,  a  copy  of  whicli  I  liave  the 
honor  to  annex.  There  is  nothing  further  of  importance  to  communi¬ 
cate.  The  enemy  remain  quiet,  as  well  as  myself,  not  a  shot  having 
been  fired  on  either  side  since  I  assumed  command.  A  small  regiment 
returned  on  the  14th,  i)assing  from  John’s  Island  over  the  bridge  to 
James  Island.  They  are  probably  the  FoTty-seventh  Georgia,  as  the 
men  were  heard  conversing  in  loud  tones  during  the  following  night  in 
the  camj)  of  that  regiment.  The  only  quarter  in  which  the  enemy  ex¬ 
hibits  increased  activity  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  batteries  on  John’s 
Island,  which  have  been  erected  for  the  purjmse  of  covering  the  bridge 
which  crosses  to  Fort  Fringle.  About  2(M)  men,  infantry,  four  heavy 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  wagon  train  were  observed  yesterday  crossing 
Stono  River  from  James  to  John’s  Island,  marching  in  awesteily  direc¬ 
tion.  The  guard  at  Charleston  proi)er  has  been  re-enforced  by  one 
comi)any  of  infantry  and  one  company  of  cavalry,  which  latter  is  doing 
outpost  duty  north  of  Charleston  at  the  distance  of  several  miles  (inter- 
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cepted  dispatcli).  I  have  found  the  forts  in  good  condition  and  the  guns 
fully  provided  with  aniinnnition,  having  from  100  to  200  rounds  per  gun 
on  hand;  but  the  position  has  been  weakened  to  a  certain  extent,  from 
the  fact  that  all  the  booms  in  Light-House  Inlet,  as  well  as  in  Secession- 
ville  Creek,  have  been  carried  away,  and  have  not  been  rei)iaced.  With 
regard  to  offensive  operations,  I  have  to  state  that  the  planking  intended 
for  the  completion  of  the  plankway  across  the  marsh  on  Morris  Island, 
and  that  which  was  provided  for  the  flooring  of  the  bridge  to  cross  from 
Cole’s  to  James  Island,  have  been  used  for  other  purposes. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  communications  dated 
December  11  and  15;  the  former  with  regard  to  the  arrival  of  General 
Sherman,  and  the  latter  touching  the  commencement  of  hostilities  at 
the  expiration  of  the  truce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General j  Commanding  IHstriet. 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  1).  (7.,  December  18,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipin: 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  just  received  and  read,  I  need  not  tell 
you  with  how  much  gratification,  your  letter  to  General  Halleck.  1 
congratulate  you  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  your  command 
on  the  successful  termination ,  of  your  most  brilliant  campaign.  I 
never  had  a  doubt  of  the  result.  When  apprehensions  for  your 
safety  were  expressed  by  the  President,  I  assured  liim,  with  the 
army  you  had,  and  you  in  command  of  it,  there  was  no  danger  but 
you  would  strike  bottom  on  saltwater  someiflace;  that  I  would  not 
feel  the  same  security — in  fact,  would  not  have  entrusted  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  any  other  living  commander.  It  has  been  very  hard  work  to 
get  Thomas  to  attack  Hood.  I  gave  him  the  most  peremptory  order, 
and  had  started  to  go  there  myself  before  he  got  off.  He  has  done 
magnificently,  however,  since  he  started.  Up  to  last  night  5,000 
prisoners  and  49  pieces  of  captured  artillery,  besides  many  wagons 
and  innumerable  small  arms,  had  been  received  in  Kashville.  This  is 
exclusive  of  the  enemy’s  loss  at  Franklin,  which  amounted  to  13  general 
officers  killed,  wounded,  and  captured.  The  enemy  probably  lost  5,000 
men  at  Franklin,  and  10,000  in  the  last  three  days’  operations.  Breck¬ 
inridge  is  said  to  be  making  for  Murfreesborough;  if  so,  he  is  in  a  most 
excellent  place.  Stonemau  has  nearly  wiped  out  John  Morgan’s  old 
command,  and  five  days  ago  entered  Bristol.  I  did  think  the  best 
thing  to  do  was  to  bring  the  greater  part  of  your  army  here  and  wipe 
out  Lee.  The  turn  affairs  now  seem  to  be  taking  has  shaken  me  in 
that  opinion.  1  doubt  whether  jmu  may  not  accomplish  more  toward 
that  result  where  you  are  than  if  brought  here,  especially  as  I  am 
informed  since  my  arrival  in  the  city  that  it  would  take  about  two 
months  to  get  you  here,  witli  all  the  other  calls  there  are  for  ocean 
transportation.  I  want  to  get  your  views  about  what  ought  to  be  done 
and  what  can  be  done.  If  you  ca])ture  the  garrisc'ii  of  Savannah  it 
certainly  will  compel  Lee  to  detach  from  Hichmoml,  or  give  us  nearly 
the  whole  South.  My  own  opinion  is  that  Lee  is  UA  ersc  to  going  out 
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of  Yir^iiia,  and  if  tlie  cause  of  the  South  is  lost  he  wants  Eiehinond 
to  be  the  last  i)Iaee  siuTeudered.  If  he  has  such  views  it  may  be  well 
to  indulge  him  until  everything  else  is  in  our  hands. 

Congratulating  you  and  the  ariu}^  again  upon  the  s])lendid  result  of 
your  campaign,  the  like  of  which  is  not  read  of  in  ])ast  history,  1  sub¬ 
scribe  myself,  more  than  ever,  if  ])ossible. 

Your  friend, 

t:.  s.  gkant, 

lAeuietiant-  (ieneral. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  December  18,  1864.  (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
Maj.  Gen.  AV.  T.  Sherman, 

JSavannah: 

My  Dear  General:  Y^ours  of  the  13th,  by  Major  Anderson,  is  just 
received.  I  congratulate  you  on  your  splendid  success,  and  shall  very 
soon  expect  to  hear  of  the  crowning  work  of  your  new  campaign  in  the 
capture  of  Savannah.  Your  march  will  stand  out  prominently  as 
the  great  one  of  this  great  war.  When  Savaniiah  falls,  then  for  another 
raid  south  through  the  center  of  the  Confederacy.  But  I  will  not 
anticipate.  General  Grant  is  expected  here  this  morning,  and  will 
])robably  write  you  his  own  views.  I  do  not  learn  from  your  letter  or 
from  Major  Anderson  that  you  are  in  want  of  anything  which  we  have 
not  ])rovided  at  Hilton  Head.  Thinking  it  possible  that  you  might 
want  more  held  artillery,  I  had  prepared  several  batteries,  but  the 
great  difficulty  of  foraging  horses  on  the  coast  will  i^revent  our  sending 
any  unless  you  actually  need  them.  The  hay  cro])  this  year  is  short, 
and  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  has  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a 
supidy  for  our  animals.  General  Thomas  has  defeated  Hood  near 
Nashville,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  com])letely_  crush  his  army. 
Breckinridge,  'at  last  accounts,  was  trying  to  form  a  junction  near 
Murfreesborough ;  but  as  Thomas  is  between  them  Breckinridge  must 
either  retreat  or  be  defeated.  General  Kosecrans  made  very  bad  work 
of  it  in  Missouri,  allowing  Price  with  a  small  force  to  overrun  the  State 
and  destroy  millions  of  property.  Orders  have  been  issued  for  all 
officers  and  detachments  having  three  months  or  more  to  serve  to  rejoin 
your  army  via  Savannah;  those  having  less  than  three  months  to  serve 
will  be  retained  by  General  Thomas.  Should  you  capture  Charleston, 
I  hope  that  by  some  accident  the  place  may  be  destroyed,  and  if  a  little 
salt  should  be  sown  ux)on  its  site  it  may  prevent  the  growth  of  future 
crops  of  nullihcation  and  secession. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Major- Gener((l  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
fn  the  Field,  near  Savannah,  Ca.,  J)eeemher  18.,  1864—8  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Cltg  Point,  Ya. : 

General:  1  wrote  you  at  length  by  Colonel  Babcock  on  the  16th 
instant.  As  1  therein  explained  my  pur])OS(‘,  yestinday  I  made  a  de¬ 
mand  on  General  Hardee  for  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  and 
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to-day  received  his  answer,  refusing.  Copies  of  both  letters  are  here¬ 
with  inclosed.*  You  will  notice  that  I  claim  that  my  lines  are  within 
easy  cannon  range  of  the  heart  of  Savannah,  but  General  Hardee 
claims  we  are  four  miles  and  a  half  distant.  But  I,  myself,  have  been 
to  the  intersection  of  the  Cliaiieston  and  Georgia  Central  railroads,  and 
tl^e  three-mile  post  is  but  a  few  yards  beyond,  within  the  line  of  our 
pickets.  The  enemy  has  no  pickets  outside  of  his  fortified  line,  which 
is  a  full  quarter  of  a  mile  within  the  three-mile  post,  and  I  have  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  K.  R.  Cuyler,  president  of  the  Georgia  Central  Rail¬ 
road,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  our  hands,  that  the  mileposts  are  measured 
from  the  Exchange,  which  is  but  two  squares  back  from  the  river.  But 
by  to-morrow  morning  1  Avill  have  six  30-pounder  Parrotts  in  posi¬ 
tion,  and  General  Hardee  a\  ill  learn  whether  I  am  right  or  not.  From 
the  left  of  our  line,  which  is  on  the  Savannah  River,  the  spires  can  be 
plainly  seen,  but  the  country  is  so  densely  wooded  with  pine  and  live 
oak, ‘and  lies  so  flat,  that  we  can  see  nothing  from  any  other  part  of  our 
lines.  General  Slocum  feels  confident  that  he  can  make  a  successful 
assault  at  one  or  two  points  in  front  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and 
one  or  two  in  front  of  General  Davis’  (Fourteenth)  Corps.  But  all  of 
General  Howard’s  troops,  the  Right  Wing,  lie  behind  the  Little  Ogee- 
chee,  and  I  doubt  if  it  can  be  passed  by  troops  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  5 
still,  we  can  make  strong  feints,  and  if  I  can  get  a  sufficient  number  of 
boats  I  shall  make  a  co-operative  demonstration  up  Vernon  River  or 
Wassaw  Sound.  I  should  like  very  much  indeed  to  take  Savannah 
before  coming  to  you ;  but,  as  I  wrote  to  you  before,  I  will  do  nothing 
rash  or  hasty,  and  will  embark  for  the  James  River  as  soon  as  General 
Easton,  who  has  gone  to  Port  Royal  for  that  purpose,  reports  to  me  that 
he  has  an  approximate  number  of  vessels  for  the  transportation  of  the 
contemplated  force.  1  fear  even  this  will  cost  more  delay  than  you  an¬ 
ticipate,  for  already  the  movement  of  our  transports  and  the  gun-boats 
has  required  more  time  than  I  had  expected.  We  have  had  dense  fogs, 
and  there  are  more  mud  banks  in  the  Ogeechee  than  were  reported,  and 
there  are  no  pilots  whatever.  Admiral  Dahlgren  i^romised  to  have  the 
channel  bouyed  and  staked,  but  it  is  not  done  yet.  We  find  only  six 
feet  water  up  to  King’s  Bridge  at  low  tide,  about  ten  up  to  the  rice 
mill,  and  sixteen  to  Fort  McAllister.  All  these  points  may  be  used  by 
us,  and  we  have  a  good  strong  bridge  across  Ogeechee  at  King’s,  by 
which  our  wagons  can  go  to  Fort  McAllister,  to  which  point  I  am  send¬ 
ing  the  wagons  not  absolutely  necessary  for  daily  use,  the  negroes, 
prisoners  of  war,  sick,  &c.,  en  route  for  Port  Royal. 

In  relation  to  Savannah,  you  will  remark  that  General  Hardee  refers 
to  his  still  being  in  communication  with  his  War  Department.  This 
language  he  thought  would  deceive  me,  but  I  am  confirmed  in  the  belief 
that  the  route  to  which  he  refers — namely,  the  Union  i)lank  road,  on  the 
South  Carolina  shore — is  inadequate  to  feed  his  army  and  the  people  of 
Savannah;  for  General  Foster  assures  me  that  he  has  his  force  on  that 
very  road  near  the  head  of  Broad  River,  and  that  his  guns  command 
the  railroad,  so  that  cars  no  longer  run  between  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah.  We  hold  this  end  of  the  Charleston  railroad,  and  have  destroyed 
it  from  the  three-mile  post  back  to  the  bridge — about  twelve  miles.  In 
anticipation  of  leaving  this  country  I  am  continuing  the  destruction  of 
their  railroads,  and  at  this  moment  have  two  divisions  and  the  cavalry 
at  work  breaking  u})  the  Gulf  railroad  from  the  Ogeechee  to  the  Alta- 
hama;  so  that  even  if  1  do  not  take  Savannah,  I  will  leave  it  in  a  bad 

*  See  p.  737. 
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way.  But  I  still  hope  that  events  will  give  me  time  to  take  Savannah, 
even  if  I  have  to  assault  with  some  loss.  1  am  satisfied  that  unless  we 
take  it  the  gun-boats  never  will,  for  they  can  make  no  imx)ression  upon 
the  batteries  which  guard  every  approach  from  the  sea;  and  I  have  a 
faint  belief  that  when  Colonel  Babcock  reaches  you  you  will  delay 
operations  long  enough  to  enable  me  to  succeed.  With  Savannah  in  our 
possession  at  some  future  time,  if  not  now,  we  can  x^unish  South  Caro¬ 
lina  as  she  deserves,  and  as  thousands  of  peoxDle  in  Georgia  hoxied  we 
would  do.  I  do  sincerely  believe  that  the  whole  United  States,  North 
and  South,  would  rejoice  to  have  this  army  turned  loose  on  South  Car¬ 
olina  to  devastate  that  State,  in  the  manner  we  have  done  in  Georgia, 
and  it  would  have  a  direct  and  immediate  bearing  on  your  camxiaign  in 
Virginia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 
Major-General^  GommayKling. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  Jfi,  1864. 
MaJ.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  The  general-in-chief  has  just  returned  from  General  Slo¬ 
cum’s,  where  he  made  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Savannah,  &c., 
which  was  denied.  He  wishes  you  to  make  the  necessary  xireparations 
at  once  for  assaulting  the  place.  He  wishes  to  know  if  the  crossing  of 
the  creek  is  xiracticable,  and  if  you  can  make  a  diversion  about  Kosedew. 
General  Slocum  has  received  his  orders,  and  General  Davis  and  General 
Williams  are  ready,  or  nearly  so. 

I  am,  general,  with  resxiect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Cam]). 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  18^  1864. 

.Afaj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  date  just  received.  Major-General  Blair 
thinks  he  can  make  a  lodgment  in  his  front,  and  has  been  directed  to 
])roceed  as  raxiidly  as  possible  with  the  prex)arations.  In  the  other 
trouts  I  can  at  least  make  strong  demonstrations.  If  lean  get  the 
water  transportation  from  General  Foster  in  time  I  believe  the  diver¬ 
sion  just  beyond  Beaulieu  to  be  x>racticable — that  is,  with  one  division. 
Besx)ect  fully, 

().  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Special  j  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  198.  )  Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  18,  1864. 

I.  The  xu’i^^oners  of  war  taken  by  this  army,  now  in  chaige  ol  the 
several  ])rovost-marshals,  Avill  immediately  be  turned  over  to  Maj.  F. 
C.  Gillette,  x)i’ovost-marshal  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  who,  with  a  suit- 
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able  guard,  will  proceed  with  tlieio  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  Avliere  tliey 
will  be  delivered  to  the  proper  authority.  Major-Heiieral  Osterhaus, 
eoinuiaiiding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  furnish  the  necessary  guard. 
(,)narterinaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
*  *  *  '  #  *  *  * 

F>y  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  A (tjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ae«r  Savannah.)  Ga.^  December  18,  18(U. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  send  you  inclosed  copy 
of  letter*  from  Major-General  Sherman,  and  to  say  that  he  wishes  you 
to  confer  with  your  division  commanders  as  to  the  practicability  of  an 
assault  from  our  lines,  and  to  make  preparations  for  at  least  a  strong 
demonstration;  also  to  hold  General  Smith’s  division  in  readiness  to 
be  thrown  around  to  the  right. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  Genera  1. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Arma^  Corps, 

No.  5t).  )  AndersoFs  Plantation^  Ga.,  December  IS,  1864. 

I.  Capt.  John  B.  Foster,  Forty-sixth  (Miio  Volunteer  Infantry,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  the 
First  Division.  He  will  turn  over  all  books  and  papers  pertaining  to 
the  office  to  his  successor. 

II.  Capt.  A.  B.  Smith,  Company  K,  One  hundred  and  third  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  is  hereby  appointed  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general  of  the  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  vice  Captain 
Foster,  relieved.  He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  AVHITEHEAD, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  201.  \  Anderson’’ s  Plantation^  Ga.,  December  18^  186 1. 

1.  The  Twelfth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  is  hereby 
detailed  for  special  duty  to  escort  prisoners  of  war  to  Hilton  Head  in 
compliance  with  i)aragraph  I,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  198,  current 
series,  from  department  headquarters,  and  will,  without  delay,  report  to 
Maj.  Frank  C.  Gillette,  i)rovost-marslial  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  for  in¬ 
structions.  The  regiment  must  be  sujiplied,  if  possible,  before  leaving 
the  place  with  live  days’  rations,  which  if  not  procured  must  be  drawn 
at  the  nearest  dejiot. 

##****=» 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 

A ss is ta nt  Ad ju ta n t- Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Andersoii’s  Plantation,  Ga.,  Deeemher  :1H^  18(j4. 
Brigadier-General  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Phnsion  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  reimrt 
in  person  at  these  lieadqnarters  at  once. 

1  am,  general,  very  resxiectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Andersoids  Plantation^  Deeemher  18,  1864. 

General  E.  W.  ItiCE, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  &c. : 

In  the  execution  of  the  crossing  to-night  be  careful  to  caution  the 
officer  you  j)lace  in  charge  of  the  enterprise  to  observe  the  utmost 
secrecy.  Fascines  and  boat  will  be  delivered  at  or  near  the  reserve 
picket  on  the  Lone  Tree  dike.  Do  not  fail  to  commence  as  early  after 
dark  as  practicable,  and  as  soon  as  a  lodgment  is  effected  push  over 
100  or  200  men  with  intrenching  tools  sufficient  to  cover  themselves  at 
once.  Notify  me  as  soon  as  you  are  confident  your  party  has  succeeded. 
\"ery  respectfully, 

.TNG.  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeemher  18,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  send  you 
iiiclosed  copy  of  letter*  from  Major-General  Sherman,  and  to  say  that 
he  depends  on  you  to  continue  your  preparations  for  an  early  assault. 
He  will  see  you  in  i)erson  and  confer  further  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  A djntant- Ge}ieral. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeemher  18,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct  you 
to  cause  parties  to  be  at  once  em])loyed  in  the  construction  of  fascines, 
for  the  purpose  of  corduroying  at  different  points  from  the  mainland 
to  the  east  branch  of  the  Little  ()gee(*Jiee.  They  should  be  made  of 
some  light  material,  and  he  suggests  rice  straw  as  the  most  ])racticable 
and  convenient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 

A ssist((nt  A djuiant-General. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Osterhaus). 

^  See  p.  713. 
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Special  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

.  No.  310.  )  Near  iSavminahj  G a. ^  December  18^1864. 

*  *  •  #  #  *  *  * 

VIII.  Brig.  Geii.  J.  W.  Sprague,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division,  will  cause  the  pontoon  bridge  now  being  protected  by  liiiu  to 
be  taken  up  at  once  and  sent,  with  the  train  belonging  to  it,  to  park  in 
•the  fields  in  rear  of  these  headquarters.  He  will  leave  in  his  present 
position  the  two  smallest  regiments  of  his  command,  and  with  the  rest 
will  proceed  to  King’s  Bridge  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning, 
reporting  to  General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  relieving  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division. 
He  will  cause  the  section  of  artillery  now  Avith  him  to  report  to  Maj. 
A.  C.  Waterhouse,  chief  of  artillery.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

IX.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Sprague,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division,  will  detail  from  his  command  two  commissioned  officers 
experienced  in  working  men  and  one  good  non-commissioned  officer. 
They  will  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Hickeulooper,  assistant  inspector- 
general,  SeA^enteenth  Army  Corps,  at  King’s  Bridge,  at  7  a.  in.  to-mor- 
roAv,  and  Avill  remain  on  duty  Avith  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hickenlooper 
until  the  AAffiarf  is  finished.  He  will  detail  each  morning,  to  report  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hickenlooper,  at  King’s  Bridge,  at  7  o’clock,  150 
axmen,  properly  officered,  and  six  Avagons  Avith  teams  complete,  but 
Avithout  beds,  with  tAvo  men  to  each  team  as  assistants.  First  detail 
Avill  report  to-morrow  morning. 

X.  Maj.  J.  C.  MarA^en,  Eleventh  Iowa  Volunteers,  provost-marshal. 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  Capt.  J.  H.  Davis,  Forty-first  Illinois 
Volunteers,  commanding  pioneer  corjis.  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  are  hereby  authorized,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
War  Department,  to  raise  a  regiment  of  II.  S.  Colored  Troops,  to  be 
employed  in  this  corps  as  iiioneers.  Maj.  J.  C.  Marven  Avill  at  once 
select  ten  good  men,  upon  recommendation  of  division  commanders,  and 
assign  them  to  the  duty  of  recruiting  the  rd'giment.  As  fast  as  com¬ 
panies  are  organized  men  will  be  assigned  by  orders  from  these  head¬ 
quarters  as  officers,  and  their  names  forwarded  to  the  War  Department 
for  appointment. 

XL  Col.  B.  F.  Potts,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  DiAusion, 
Avill,  on  being  relieved  to-morroAV  morning,  at  King’s  Bridge,  by  the 
Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  com¬ 
manding  Fourth  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssista nf  A dj u tan t-Gen era  1. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fietd,  before  Savannah,  December  18,  1864. 

Captain  Cadle, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General : 

Captain:  During  the  day  I  have  carefully  examined  the  front  of  my 
lines,  and  have  made  a  rough  sketch  of  the  ])Osition.  The  distances,  or 
rather  relative  distances,  are  only  judged  by  the  eye.  The  enemy’s 
position  is  certainly  a  strong  one,  and  Avhether  Ave  can  carry  bis  Avorks 
by  storm  dei)ends  almost  aa  holly  upon  tlie  sjnrit  the  enemy  may  disiday 
in  their  defense.  To  give  a  reasonable  hope  of  success  LaAvton’s  battery, 
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Pine  Point  battery,  and  tbe  plank-road  battery  should  all  be  charged 
simultaneously.  The  greatest  obstacle  to  overcome  jirior  to  reaching 
the  enemy’s  Avorks  is  the  canal,  which  is  represented  by  the  negroes  as 
being  about  four  feet  deep  in  front  of  Lawton’s  battery,  but  from  five  to 
six  feet  deep  in  front  of  the  other  two. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  LEGGETT, 

B  rigadier- Genera  1. 

P.  S. — Lieutenant  Hasler,  Twentieth  Ohio,  now  on  picket,  represents 
just  this  moment  that  the  enemy  moved  a  considerable  body  of  troops 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  plank-road  battery  just  before  sundown.  1  have 
sent  for  him,  and  if  I  find  his  statements  of  account  I  will  forward  them. 
I  have  not  seen  him  myself. 

M.  1).  L. 


IfDQRS.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  December  18 ^  1861. 

Captain  Cadle, 

Asfiistant  Adjuta'nt-  General : 

Captain:  1  have  just  had  a  talk  with  Lieutenant  Hasler,  Twentieth 
Ohio.  He  says  that  he  distinctly  saw  a  large  (‘olumn  of  rebel  troops 
move  down  the  big  road  and  tile  into  the  rear  of  their  works  in  this 
front  and  the  front  of  General  Woods.  He  thinks  there  was  nearly  or 
quite  a  division  of  them.  He  says  he  could  see  but  one  point  in  the 
road,  and  they  Avere  about  one  hour  jiassing  that  point,  and  seemed  aa^cII 
clothed,  and  all  dressed  in  dark  clothing,  black  or  blue.  This  took 
place  from  4  to  5  this  p.  in.  He  says  that  several  soldiers  Avho  Avere  at 
the  ritie-pit  Avith  him  saAV  the  same.  Lieutenant  Hasler  sustains  the 
reputation  of  a  good  officer  and  reliable  man.  I  can  hardly  think  they 
intend  a  demonstration  upon  us,  neither  do  I  believe  they  can  afford  so 
many  troops  to  garrison  our  front.  I  have  just  sent  my  picket  officer 
out  to  ])ut  the  pickets  and  reserves  on  the  aiert. 

Pespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  D.  LEGGETT, 

Bri  gadier-  General. 

P.  S. — The  same  officer  says  there  Avas  considerable  commotion  in  the 
rebel  camp  last  night,  and  he  thinks  they  moA^ed  aAvay  a  portion  of  tlieir 
artillerv. 

M  D.  L. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Deeemher  18^  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  (hrrps: 

General:  I  presume  General  Sherman  called  on  you  to-day,  and 
informed  you  of  his  intention  to  attempt  to  carry  the  first  line  in  our 
front  as  soon  as  our  artillery  can  be  j)laced  in  ])osition.  1  think  every¬ 
thing  AAull  be  in  readiness  Avithin  tAA'o  days.  The  assault  aauII  be  made 
simultaneously  at  every  accessible  i)oint  on  the  line.  There  are  several 
points  in  front  of  th(‘.  ibventieth  Cori)s  Avhich  T  think  can  be  carried. 
We  are  making  fascines  of  straw  and  canebrakesj  also  ])racticing  A\dth 
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tlie  pontoon  bridge  materials.  Perliaps  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  send 
two  or  three  officers  over  to  examine  these  fascines,  as  they  may  be  use¬ 
ful  on  your  line.  I  hoi)e  every  brigade  commander  on  your  front  will 
make  a  most  careful  examination  of  the  lines  in  his  front,  and  be  i)re- 
pared  for  the  work,  I  shall  order  Williams  to  bring  to  the  front  all  of 
the  brigade  now  guarding  our  rear,  except  one  regiment.  About  one- 
third  of  his  command  will  be  held  in  reserve  at  our  ])resent  line.  Works 
have  already  been  constructed  for  all  his  artillery,  and  I  intend  he  shall 
use  all  of  it  for  tifteen  or  twenty  minutes  before  he  advances  his  infan¬ 
try.  I  will  try  to  see  you  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

Yours,  Ac., 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- Genera}. 


Special  Orders,  J  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

[>  Left  Wing,  Arm\  of  Georgia, 

FTo.  208.  )  Before  Savannah,  Ga.,  Deee^nJjer  18,  1861. 

***#*## 

III.  First  Lieut.  Stephen  G.  Grubb, Battery  C, First  Illinois  Artillery, 
IS  hereby  appointed  ordnance  offi(*er  of  the  corps  (\dce  Capt.  George 
Estep,  who  is  about  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service),  and  will  report 
to  Maj.  Charles  Hough taling,  chief  of  artillery.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.)  Hdqrs.  First  Division;  14th  Army  Corps, 

Kear  Savannah,  Ga.,  I)eeem})er  18,  1861. 
Col.  1).  Miles,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  will  relieve  Col.  d.  H. 
Brigham’s  (Second  Brigade)  quietly  and  without  attracting  the  notice 
of  the  enemy  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning,  the  19th  instant. 

Col.  J.  11.  Brigham,  upon  being  relieved  by  Colonel  Miles’  command, 
Avill  encamp  his  brigade  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  Colonel  Miles’ 
command,  withdrawing  his  troops  cautiously. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin: 

G.  AY.  SMITH, 

('aptain  and  Aetinp  AssisUtnt  Adjntant-Gener((l. 


CiR(JULAR.|  Headquarters  Twentieth  ('orps. 

Before  S((vannah,  Ga.,  Jleeenther  18,  1861. 

Commanders  of  divisions  will  reconnoiter  by  day  and  night  all  roads 
and  approa(*hes  to  their  lines  from  the  enemy’s  position,  using  for  this 
])urpose  general  and  field  officers  of  the  day  and  staff  officers.  The 
object  of  these  examinations  is  to  ascertain  every  avenue  to  the  line 
of  the  enemy’s  defenses.  They  will  send  to  these  head(piart(*rs  daily 
reports  of  their  investigations. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

BOBT.  P.  DECTIERT, 

Captain  and  Aetinp  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  20th  Corps, 

Argyle  Island ,  Ga.,  JJecember  18 j  1864. 

This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  5.30  a.  in.  to-morrow. 
The  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers  and  Second  Massachusetts  Volun¬ 
teers  Avill  cross  the  river  to  the  South  Carolina  shore  at  0  a.  m.  5  the 
Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  Avill  follow  as  support.  Col.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  will  take  command  of  the 
three  regiments  above-named,  and  will  receive  detailed  instructions 
from  the  brigadier- general  commanding  the  division  to-night.  Tlui 
above-named  regiments  will  leave  their  knapsacks  upon  this  side. 
They  will  carry  the  extra  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition  upon  their  per¬ 
sons.  The  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  and  One  hundred 
and  fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers  will  relieve  the  three  regiments 
above-named  in  their  present  Avork  at  fi  a.  m.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sill, 
One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  will  leave  one  company 
in  his  present  camp. 

By  command  of  Col.  E.  A.  Carman,  commanding  brigade: 

J.  II.  LINDSAY, 

Capiain  and  Aei'nig  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannakj  Ga.^  Dece^nher  18j  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second,  Division  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  desires  to  meet  yourself  and 
your  brigade  commanders  at  these  headquarters  to-morroAv  morning  at 
io  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHEIIT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Copy  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward,  commanding  Third  Division.) 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Military  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  18,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Sotith: 

General:  In  compliance  aatHi  tlie  plan  I  indicated  to  you  some  days 
since,  I  made  a  demand  during  yesterday  on  General  Hardee  for  tlie 
surrender  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  its  dependent  forts,  and  to-day 
received  his  ansAA^er  declining  to  accede.  You  are  aware  that  1  am 
ordered  to  carry  this  army  to  Virginia  by  sea,  but  1  hope  still  to  be 
able  to  get  i)ossession  of  Savannah  before  sufficient  transi)ortation  can 
be  had  to  enable  me  to  comply  Avith  General  Grant’s  orders.  Tbe 
30-i)ounder  Parrotts  which  you  sent  me  are  noAV  being  haul(*d  to 
batteries  ])repared  for  them,  and  in  about  tAvo  days’  time,  if  we  can 
possibly  get  the  ground  to  stand  upon,  avc  slmll  assault  tlie  enemy’s 
lines  at  four  or  more  i)oints.  It  is  all  imimrtant  tliat  the  railroad  and 
telegra])h  Avire  should  be  broken  betAveen  the  Savannah  Biver  and 
Charlestoii,  and  tln^.  very  best  point  is  Avhere  your  forc(‘  is  rc'piescmted 
to  be,  near  the  Tullilinny.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  operations  here,  espe- 


750 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


dally  along  the  Savannah  Elver,  must  have  drawn  away  every  man 
from  that  quarter  that  they  could  possibly  siiare,  and  a  bold  rush  on 
the  railroad  would  probably  develop  a  weaker  force  there  than  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be;  or  it  may  be  that  you  could  diminish  that  force  and  use 
the  balance  in  a  small,  handy  detachment  east  of  the  Tullifinny  over 
about  Old  Pocotaligo.  I  merely  throw  out  these  ideas,  and  merely 
reiterate  that  it  would  aid  us  very  much  in  this  quarter  if  that  force  of 
yours  be  kept  most  active,  more  especially  if  you  succeed  in  breaking 
the  railroad  and  the  telegraph  wire — the  farther  toward  Charleston  the 
better.  Even  if  nothing  better  (*an  be  done  let  them  whale  away  with 
their  30-pounder  Parrotts  and  break  the  road  with  cannon  balls.  It  is 
possible,  as  a  part  of  the  general  movement,  that  1  may  send  a  force, 
in  co-operation  with  the  navy,  toward  the  Union  plank-road,  in  the 
direction  of  Bluffton.  I  will  go  over  and  see  the  admiral  again  to-mor¬ 
row,  and  it  may  be  that  I  will  see  you,  as  in  your  last  note  you. said 
that  you  would  return  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General^  Co mmandimj. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  0.,  December  18,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Mulford, 

Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange,  Charleston  Harbor: 

Colonel:  General  Sherman  requires  for  immediate  and  pressing 
use  all  the  vessels  that  he  can  possibly  procure.  He  therefore  requests 
me  to. require  of  you,  as  a  military  necessity,  all  the  vessels  of  every 
description  that  you  can  possibly  spare,  and  that  you  order  them  to 
report  to  General  Easton,  at  Fort  McAllister,  in  the  Ogeechee  River, 
as  soon  as  jjossible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. . 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  December  18,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division,  Deveaux\s  Heck: 

General:  I  received  your  letters,  and  am  i)leased  that  you  have 
pushed  up  your  batteries  and,  in  a  measure,  stoxqmd  the  running  of  the 
trains.  1  am  not,  however,  fully  satisfied  witli  the  damage  we  are  doing 
tliem,  and  therefore  want  you  to  take  the  railroad,  if  you  can,  and  de¬ 
stroy  it;  if  you  cannot  do  tliis,  be  sure  aiid  secure  such  an  artillery  fire 
as  Avill  destroy  any  train  that  atfempts  to  ])ass.  1  think  you  can  best 
destroy  the  road  by  crossing  the  Tullifinny  Avith  a  portion  of  your  force 
and  striking  the  road  near  the  Pocotaligo  River. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

3.  G.  FOSTER, 

■  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Signal  Detachment,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  (7.,  December  18,  1864. 

Capt.  Jesse  Merrill, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Department  of  the  South : 

Captain:  I  have  the  lionor  to  make  the  following  special  report  of 
duty  performed  by  me,  which  resulted  in  oi)ening  communication  with 
(feneral  Sherman,  in  Ogeechee  Eiver: 

Dll  the  morning'  of  the  12th  instant  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  accom¬ 
pany  you  on  board  the  U.  S.  revenue  cutter  N^malm,  to  proceed  with 
General  Foster  down  the  coast,  to  endeavor  to  open  communication 
with  General  Sherman’s  army  if  it  approached  the  coast.  We  left  Hil¬ 
ton  Head  at  10.30  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  through  the  inland  passage  to 
Fort  Pulaski.  Here  I  obtained  twelve  signal  rockets  from  the  ordnance 
officer  of  the  fort  by  order  of  General  Foster.  Eot  being  able  to  obtain 
any  information  here  we  proceeded  through  Lazaretto  Creek  into  Was- 
saw  Sound.  I  closely  examined  the  shore  as  we  passed  along  for  some 
indications  of  General  Sherman’s  approach  to  the  coast.  Arrived  at 
Wassaw  Sound  at  3  p.  m.  and  proceeded  outside.  We  arrived  at  Ossa- 
baw  Sound,  where  the  U.  S.  steamer  Flag  was  doing  blockading  duty 
at  mouths  of 'Ogeechee,  Vernon,  and  Little  Ogeechee  Rivers.  Here  I 
was  ordered  by  you  to  go  on  the  Flag,  and  received  instructions  from 
General  Foster  to  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  find  General  Sher¬ 
man,  and  to  reconnoiter  those  different  rivers  closely,  and  to  go  up  on 
the  picket-boat,  if  one  was  sent  out.  I  then  proceeded  on  board  the 
Flag  with  Sergeant  Hardy  and  Private  Smedes,  and  was  introduced  to 
Captain  Williamson,  commanding,  by  Maj.  J.  F.  Anderson,  chief  of 
staff  to  General  Foster.  Captain  Williamson  promised  to  render  me 
every  assistance  in  his  power,  but  had  no  picket-boats  to  send  out,  but 
as  soon  as  the  tug  Dandelion  returned  would  let  me  have  her  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  Ogeechee  and  Vernon  Rivers.  Finding  I  could  do  nothing 
that  night  in  reconn oitering,  I  induced  the  captain  to  fire  his  heavy 
guns  six  times  in  rapid  succession,  after  which  I  threw  up  several 
rockets  in  rapid  succession,  and  closely  scanned  the  horizon  inland  for 
some  answering  signal.  After  waiting  some  time  a  faint  shoot  of  light 
was  seen  to  arise  in  the  direction  of  the  Ogeechee  River,  but  not  being 
satisfied,  1  threw  up  two  more  at  once,  and  again  saw  the  response,  but 
at  so  great  a  distance  as  to  be  almost  indiscernible.  It  was  then  about 
3  a.  m.  of  the  13th  instant. 

The  tiig  having  returned,  I  desired  (laptain  Williamson  to  send  me 
up,  but  as  Admiral  Dahlgren  desired  the  pilot  to  go  out  over  the  bar,  he 
wished  me  to  wait  until  daylight.  At  8  a.  m.  I  went  on  board  the  tug 
Dandelion  and  ])roceeded  uj)  the  Ogeechee  River,  looking  closely  in 
every  direction  with  my  glass  for  some  signal  or  sign  of  General  Sher¬ 
man’s  army.  We  proceeded  up  the  river  to  a  i)oint  just  out  of  range 
of  the  rebel  fort  McAllister  and  the  batteries  ontheop])ositesid(M)f  the 
Little  Ogeechee  River.  Here  the  captain  was  afraid  to  proceed  any 
farther  on  account  of  the  cross-fire  which  the  different  forts  could  bring 
ui)on  him;  but  desiring  to  reconnoiter  their  ])osition,  I  obtained  the  use 
of  a  small  row-boat,  and,  accompanied  by  Sergeant  Hardy  and  Private 
Smedes,  and  four  men  to  row,  1  i)roceeded  up  along  the  shore  until  1 
arrived  nearly  o])po.site  Fort  McAllister’s  guns,  and  had  passed  the 
forts  on  the  Little  Ogeechee.  Here  I  ])ut  tlie  boat  into  a  small  creek, 
where  we  were  concealed  from  tin*  enemy  by  the  high  grass  of  tiie 
marsh.  I  then  made  a  careful  and  close  reconnaissance  of  the  forts 
and  the  surrounding  country,  While  so  engaged  1  was  very  much 
surprised  to  find  th^»t  were  Iiordigcnvered  by  the  enemy;  but  J  soon 
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heard  musketry  as  of  skirmishers  advancing  in  tlie  woods  above  Fort 
IMcAllister,  and  soon  a  feAv  heavy  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort  inland. 
I  then  looked  about  and  saw,  about  three  miles  northwest  of  where 
1  was  lying  in  the  marsh,  a  fiag  upon  the  top  of  an  old  rice  mill,  but 
there  being  no  air  stirring  I  was  unable  to  make  out  of  what  nature  it 
was.  I  could  then  indistinctly  see  persons  through  a  broken  part  of 
the  roof,  one  of  whom,  taking  hold  of  the  end  of  the  flag,  drew  its  folds 
out  so  that  I  could  see  our  own  glorious  Stars  and  Stripes.  I  then 
immediately  returned  to  the  boat  and  rowed  back  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  tug-boat.  I  then  gave  orders  for  the  tug  to  be  moved  uj)  past  an 
opening  in  the  woods  through  which  Fort  McAllister  had  the  range  of 
the  river.  As  soon  as  the  anchor  was  got  up  the  tug  was  put  under 
full  head  of  steam,  and  we  ran  the  gauntlet  of  fire  from  Fort  McAllister 
without  any  shot  striking  us.  I  could  then  distinctly  see  the  rice  mill, 
with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  waving  over  it;  and  raising  my  white  flag  I 
had  the  general  call  made,  and  immediately  an  answering  signal  was 
made  from  the  broken  part  of  the  roof.  My  first  message  was — 


Who  are  you  ? 


FJSHEK, 

Lieutenant, 


McCliutock,  General  Howard’s  signal  officer. 

How  can  I  get  to  you?  What  troops  are  at  Fort  McAllister? 

FISHEE, 

Lieutenant. 


We  are  now  investing  Fort  McAllister  with  Hazen’s  division. 

HOWARD, 

General. 


General  Howard; 


What  can  we  do  for  you?  We  are  ready  to  render  you  any  assist¬ 


ance. 


General  Foster: 

Can  yon  assist  us  with  your  heavy  guns'? 


FOSTER, 

General. 
DAHLGREN,  - 
Admiral. 
FISHER, 

Lieutenant. 


SHERMAN, 

General. 


General  Sherman: 

Being  only  a  tug-boat,  no  heavy  guns  aboard. 

FISHER, 
Lieutena  nt. 


This  was  about  5  p.  m.  During  the  time  these  communications  were 
being  sent  the  musketry  about  the  fort  became  more  distinct.  I  then 
saw  the  signal  made  from  the  station  1  had  been  communicating  with  to 
some  station  in  the  woods  near  Fort  McAllister,  to  General  Ilazen: 


It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  tlie  iort  he  taken  immediately.  'I'lie  Stars  and 
Stripes  must  wave  over  the  battery  at  sundown. 

SHERMAN, 

General, 
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111  a  few  moments  I  heard  the  rallying  call  of  the  bugle,  and  a  moment 
after  the  bugle  pealed  out  the  charge,  and  in  a  very  few  moments  the 
troops  were  swarming  over  tbe  parapets,  which  were  perfectly  black 
with  them,  and  loud  cheers  filled  the  air. 

I  then  received  the  following  message: 

General  Foster; 

Fort  McAllister  is  ours.  Look  for  a  boat.  General  Sherman  will  come  down 
to-night. 

HOWARD, 

(ieneral. 

It  was  then  getting  dark  and  too  dark  to  see  a  dag,  and  not  having 
any  torches  with  me,  and  desiring  to  send  dispatch  to  General  Foster 
and  Admiral  Dahlgren,  I  turned  about  and  returned  with  tbe  tug  to 
tbe  Flag,  where  I  wrote  my  dis])atcbes,  wbich  were  immediately  sent. 
I  then  returned  to  the  obstructions  just  below  Fort  McAllister  and 
anchored,- and  in  a  short  time  a  small  boat  was  seen  approaching,  which 
was  hailed.  What  boat  is  that  The  answering  response  came  back : 
^‘Sherman.”  And  the  boat  came  alongside,  and  Generals  JSherman  and 
Howard  came  on  board  and  were  welcomed  with  Gvice  three  cheers  by 
those  on  board.  I  then  told  General  Sherman  of  General  Foster’s  efforts 
to  open  communication  with  him,  and  that  I  had  sent  dispatches  to 
him.  They  remained  on  board  until  about  midnight.  General  Sher¬ 
man  writing  his  dispatches  to  General  Halleck,  and  also  writing  to 
General  Foster  and  Admiral  Dahlgren.  I  then  accompanied  them 
back  to  the  fort,  and  jiroceeded  around  the  fort  with  them.  After 
spending  half  an  hour  at  the  fort  I  returned  to  the  tug  and  started 
down  the  river  with  the  dispatches  for  General  Foster  and  Admiral 
Dahlgren.  Had  got  down  nearly  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  when  we 
met  the  U.  S.  revenue  cutter  Nemaha  coming  up.  I  then  went  aboard 
and  reiforted  to  General  Foster,  and  had  my  party  transferred  from  the 
tug  to  the  Nemaha,  the  general’s  flag-ship.  We  then  proceeded  up  the 
river  again  until  we  arrived  just  below  the  obstructions,  when  1  sig¬ 
naled  to  the  fort : 

McClintock  : 

General  Foster  is  here,  and  would  like  to  see  General  Slierman. 

FISHEK, 

Lieutenant. 


I  will  8611(1  for  him.  He  has  goue  to  General  Howard's  heaibiuarters  at  Gr's  Creek. 

McCLlNTOCK. 


How  far  off  ? 


Not  more  than  a  mile. 


FISHEK, 

Liente}uint. 

mcCLINT()c:k. 


().  K.  FISHEK. 

General  Foster: 

General  Sherman  will  eome  to  the  fort  as  soon  as  he  can. 

McCLlNTOCK. 


A  boat  was  then  sent  to  tlie  fort,  and  returned  with  Geiiernl  Slicr- 
man  to  the  Nemalia.  We  then  started  down  the  riv(‘r  again — it  was 
about  daybreak  of  tbe  lltb  instant — and  proceeded  out  of  Ossabaw 
48  R  R— VOL  xliv 
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Sound  into  Wassaw  Sound,  wliere  we  arrived  about  11  o’clock  lltli 
instant,  and  found  xAdmiral  DalilgT-en,  who  came  aboard  and  remained 
for  an  hour  or  more;  and  then  (teneral  Sherman  went  aboard  the  Har¬ 
vest  Moon,  the  admiral’s  flag-ship,  and  returned  with  him  to  OssabaAv 
Sound  and  to  his  army,  while  we  returned  to  Hilton  Head,  where  we 
arrived  at  about  6  p.  m. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  take  great  pleasure  in  making  honorable 
mention  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  both  Sergeant  Hardy  and  Private 
Smedes,  who  accompanied  me  upon  the  reconnaissance,  and  who  I  would 
recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

(lEOROE  A.  FISHER, 

First  LieutenmU.,  Signal  Corps ^  U,  S.  Army. 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  :W,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington  : 

On  reflection,  I  think  it  would  have  a  good  effect  to  allow  Sherman’s 
letter  to  General  Halleck,  except  such  facts  as  refer  to  future  move¬ 
ments,  to  be  published.  It  is  refreshing  to  see  a  commander  after 
a  campaign. of  more  than  seven  months’  duration  ready  for  still  further 
operations,  and  without  wanting  any  outfit  or  rest. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  1).  0.,  December  19,  1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Fort  jMonroe,  or  City  Point: 

The  steamer  Louise,  about  to  leave  here  for  Hilton  Head,  has  orders 
to  touch  at  Fort  Monroe  for  dispatches.  As  this  vessel  will  probably 
reach  Sherman  several  days  before  Major  Anderson  from  New  York,  I 
suggest  the  ])ropriety  of  sending  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  of  yesterday 
by  her.  Could  you  not  telegraph  it  to  Fort  Monroe  in  cipher  f 

11.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  December  19,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  j\Filitary  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

While  North  I  met  a  number  of  our  officers  who  had  just  been  pa¬ 
roled  from  (^'Olumbia,  S.  C.  Tliey  informed  me  that  they  understood 
before  leaving  that  our  prisoners  who  were  in  the  line  of  your  march 
had  generally  been  removed  to  Florida.  If  this  is  the  case  Foster 
might  send  an  expedition  to  rescue  them.  »Ieft*.  Davis  is  said  to  be  very 
sick;  in  fact,  deserters  rei)ort  his  death.  The  people  had  a  rumor  that 
he  took  poison  in  a  fit  of  despondency  over  the  military  situation?  Of 
course  I  credit  no  ])art  of  this,  except  that  Davis  is  very  sick,  and  do 
not  suppose  his  reflections  on  military  matters  soothe  him  any. 

.  ‘  C.  8.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Washington,  Deceynher  19  1864 — 12  m. 
Lienteuaiit-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

General  :  Hilton  Head  some  days  since  called  for  at  least  six  light 
steamers  to  ply  between  the  ocean  fleet  of  steamers  and  supply  vessels 
and  Sherman’s  army,  on  the  Ogeechee.  I  ordered  the  steamers  to  be 
selected  from  among  those  in  the  Chesapeake  waters  as  the  quickest 
way  of  supplying  this  necessity.  I  am  told  that  yesterday  verbal 
orders,  by  your  authority,  were  given  forbidding  the  detachment  of  the 
steamers.  What  shall  be  done"^  The  forage  and  supifly  vessels  ren¬ 
dezvoused  at  Port  Royal  cannot  ascend  the  Ogeechee. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  Genera  1. 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  19,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

My  order  against  sending  vessels  to  Savannah  was  given  with  the 
understanding  that  vessels  were  being  sent  to  move  Sherman’s  army. 
I  soon  learned  the  facts,  and  directed  General  Ingalls  to  go  on. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  Cityj  December  19^  1864 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding j  at  Savannah  : 

General:  I  Avrote  youfully  a  day  or  two  since  in  regard  to  sui)plies. 
As  it  is  reported  that  you  ivill  not  find  light  steamers  enough  on  the 
coast  to  supply  you  up  the  Ogeechee,  I  have  ordered  six  of  the  most 
suitable  to  be  sent  from  the  Chesapeake.  The  Louise,  a  yery  fine  iron 
steamer,  goes  this  morning,  and  I  write  by  her  unless  my  other  dispatch 
may  miscarry.  I  see  you  are  aware  of  the  importance  of  stripping 
your  army  of  all  useless  mouths.  The  only  supply  about  which  I  have 
any  anxiety  is  hay;  this  Ave  have  not  been  able  to  procure  in  sufiicient 
quantities.  There  is  no  difiiculty,  so  long  as  the  credit  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  holds  out,  in  sending  on  everything  else  in  abundance.  But  I 
hope  that  you  will  get  rid  df  every  mule  and  horse  not  absolutely 
needed  about  Savannah. 

Wishing  you  continued  success,  I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

(Quartermaster- General^  Brevet  Major- General. 

1\  S. — Donaldson  teh^grophs  that  his  organized  (piartermaster’s  vol¬ 
unteers  Avere  assigned  an  important  position  in  the  lines  at  Nashville, 
Avhich  they  held  until  Hood  Avas  driven  olf,  and  that  this  enabled 
Thomas  to  put  a  considerable  number  of  troops  into  tin',  assault,  Avho, 
but  for  the  organization  of  these  7,000  quartermaster’s  employes,  Avould 
have  been  required  to  hold  the  lines:  They  also  defended  Johnsonville, 
on  the  Tennessee.  Avhen  attacked  by  Forrest  last  month. 
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Headquarters  Military  1:)ivision  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  The  geueral-in-chief  has  gone  to  the  Bay.  He  wishes 
you  to  push  the  preparations  for  attacking  Savannah  with  all  jiossible 
speed,  but  to  UAvait  orders  for  the  attack.  He  will  see  General  Foster 
and  the  admiral  before  returning,  and  will  get  co-operation  from  both 
if  possible.  Should  anything  occur  that  you  would  like  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  general  I  will  forward  for  you. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Knufs  Bridge,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864 — 1^  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  The  general -in-chief  directs  me  to  address  you  the  fol¬ 
lowing  note  for  your  joint  information  and  direction: 

Ou  arrival  at  tlie  bridge  I  found  Colonel  Potts’  brigade  relieved  by  two  regiments 
of  General  Sprague’s,  containing  less  than  600  men.  These  are  insufficient.  I  have 
ordered  General  Sprague  back  to  his  important  post  between  Big  and  Little  Ogee- 
chee,  and  Colonel  Potts’  brigade  to  remain  for  the  i)resent.  As  a  permanent  work¬ 
ing  party  at  King’s  Bridge,  the  fairest  way  will  be  for  each  corps  to  send  a  regiment, 
of  an  average  strength  of  350  men,  and  each  wing  a  working  party  of  negroes,  100 
each,  to  report  to  Colonel  Beckwith,  chief  commissary.  Please  make  your  orders 
accordingly,  and  when  they  have  arrived  Colonel  Potts’  brigade  will  be  returned  to 
its  proper  division.  I  may  be  absent,  say,  one  or  two  days.  You  had  better  let 
General  Sprague  have  a  battery  of  four  guns. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  190. 

*  * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 
*  *  *  *  # 


II.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale,  commanding  First  Regiment  ]Mis- 
souri  Engineers,  will  forthwith  send  one  company  to  Fort  McAllister, 
to  report  to  Capt.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer. 

******* 

IV.  The  major-generals  commanding  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth 
Corps  will  each  cause  to  be  immediately  sent  from  their  command  one 
regiment,  of  an  average  strength  of  350  men,  and  a  working  i)arty  of 
fifty  negroes,  to  report  to  (Jolonel  Beckwith,  chief  commissary,  at  the 
landing  at  King’s  Bridge.  A  similar  detail  from  the  Left  Wing  has 
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been  made,  and  wbeii  the  whole  shall  report  to  Colonel  Beckwith  the 
brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  now  at 
King’s  Bridge,  will  return  to  its  division. 

**#*-**-* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 

A ssistan t  A  djuian t-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cannoncliee  liiver,  December  i.9,  1864. 

[General  Howard:] 

General:  The  enemy  evacuated  his  position  opposite  me  this  morn¬ 
ing,  probably  impelled  by  some  movement  on  his  flank.  1  have  put  one 
brigade  of  Second  Division  across,  and  am  making  preparations  to  cross 
the  entire  Second  Division,  when  I  will  push  toward  King’s  Bridge  and 
to  the  nearest  point  on  the  railroad.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  traffic 
over  the  Gulf  road,  trains  passing  almost  continually.  I  will  report 
again  as  soon  as  I  have  an^dhing  new  to  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  JOS.  OSTEEHAUS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Arma^  Corps, 

Near  llavannah^  Ga.,  December  19,  1864, 
Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Howard,  I  ordered 
General  Sprague  to  proceed  to  King’s  Bridge  (leaving  two  regiments 
in  his  present  position)  and  relieve  Colonel  Potts’  brigade,  of  the  Fourth 
Division,  which  I  ordered  to  the  front.  General  Sherman  has  ordered 
General  Sprague  and  his  command  back  to  its  original  position,  and 
now  there  are  no  troo]is  at  the  bridge  to  unload  supplies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

M ajor- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  311.  )  AVer  t8avannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 

*  ,  *  *  #  #  *  # 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Simague,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division,  will  forthwith  send  two  regiments  of  his  command  to  King’s 
Bridge  for  the  purpose  of  unloading  vessels.  The  senior  oflicer  Avill 
repoi  t  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  unloading  of  subsistence  stores. 

III.  Special  Orders,  No.  311,  extract  11,  from  these  head(]uarters,  of 
this  date,  directing  General  Sprague  to  send  two  regiments  from  his 
command  to  King’s  Bridge,  is  hereby  revoked. 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  direct 
Colonel  Potts’ brigade  to  remain  at  King’s  Bridge  until  relieved  by  a 
regiment  from  each  corps,  as  ordered  by  General  Sherman  (copy 
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inclosed).  AVhen  the  brigade  is  relieved  General  Smith  will  order  one 
regiment  (350  vStrong)  and  fifty  negroes  from  his  pioneer  corps,  under 
a  commissioned  officer,  to  report  to  Colonel  Beckwith,  chief  commis¬ 
sary  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

.  V.  The  officer  in  charge  of  ordnance  stores  captured  at  Fort  McAl¬ 
lister  will  deliver  to  Lieut.  S.  J.  Smith,  acting  ordnance  officer  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  such  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  as  he  may 
require  for  the  32-pounder  now  being  mounted  by  his  corps. 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett  will  cause  a  detail  of  200  men  from 
his  command,  properly  officered,  to  report  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  Maj. 
K.  H.  McFadden,  Forty-first  Illinois,  at  these  headquarters  for  fatigue 
duty. 

VII.  Maj.  II.  H.  McFadden,  commanding  Forty-first  Illinois  Veteran 
Battalion,  will  detail  from  his  command  IOC  men,  and  will,  with  200 
men  of  the  Third  Division,  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ilickenlooper 
at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

VIII.  Division  commanders  will  cause  all  negro  women  and  children, 
and  all  negro  men  in  their  commands  not  fit  for  service,  to  be  sent  to¬ 
morrow  morning  to  Colonel  Beckwith,  acting  chief  quartermaster 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  at  King’s  Bridge. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr. 

A ssis tant  A dj utant-G enera J . 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  7.9,  1864 — 12  m. 

Brigadier-General  Sprague, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Seventeenth  Corps,  prese7it: 
General:  A^ou  may  return  to  the  position  assigned  you  in  former 
orders,  and  hold  securely  the  neck  of  land  between  the  Great  and 
Little  Ogeechee,  reporting,  as  heretofore,  through  your  corps  commander, 
to  General  Howard,  commanding  Eight  Wing. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Sherman: 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK, 
Assistrm t  A djn taut- General. 


King’s  Bridge,  Deceinher  19,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

A  ssista  nt  A  dju  ta  n  t-  Genera  I : 

Captain:  I  am  here  with  two  regiments  as  ordered.  General 
Easton  is  absent.  Colonel  Beckwith  claims  to  be  in  command.  He 
says  he  wants  the  regiments  to  report  to  him  and  be  entirely  under  his 
command.  I  cannot  turn  over  my  command  to  a  (piarterinaster  with¬ 
out  an  order.  I  am  unable  to  see  what  I  am  her(‘  for,  and  desire  light. 
Colonel  Beckwith  says  he  will  order  the  First  Brigade  to  remain  in  the 
name  of  General  Sherman. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

J.  W.  SPEAGTJE. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  ISavannahj  Ga.^  December  19 ^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Sprague, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade.,  First  Division : 

CtENERAL:  I  have  referred  yciir  communication  of  this  morning  to 
the  major-general  commanding,  and  lie  directs  me  to  say  to  yon  that 
your  command  was  sent  to  King’s  Bridge  to  take  the  place  of  Colonel 
Potts’  brigade  in  furnishing  such  details  its  General  Easton,  chief 
quartermaster,  might  call  on  you  for  to  unload  vessels.  Colonel  Beck¬ 
with  cannot  order  the  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  to  remain  at  the 
bridge,  nor  can  he  take  command  of  your  troops,  or  any  others.  The 
First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  is  ordered  to  the  front  to  take  part 
with  the  rest  of  the  Fourth  Division  in  the  assault  on  Savannah.  Col¬ 
onel  Beckwith  can  have  all  the  men  necessary  to  perform  the  work  he 
lias  in  hand  from  your  command,  and  he  must  not  assume  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  detaining  troops  from  their  part  in  the  coming  assault. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

I  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Kingh  Bridge.,  Dece^nber  19.,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  :  Your  dispatch  just  received.  After  sending  my  note  this 
a.  m.  I  met  General  Sherman,  and  he  dictated  in  person  the  following- 
order.* 

I  am  consequently  on  the  way  to  my  former  position  with  one  regi¬ 
ment;  the  other  is  to  escort  supplies  to  Major-General  Mower,  and 
will  leave  the  bridge  to-morrow.  After  giving  me  the  order  copied 
herein  General  Sherman  said  he  wanted  a  battery  sent  to  report  to  me, 
and  would  send  the  order  to  General  Howard.  The  boat  was  waiting 
for  him,  and  he  may  have  neglected  to  send  the  order. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SPEAGUE, 

"  Brigadi  er- General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Before  Savannah,  December  19,  1864. 

Ca])t.  J.  C.  Douglass, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  firing  on  the  left  this 
morning  is  occasioned  by  General  Belknap’s  brigade  moving  into  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  ground  lately  held  by  the  Eighty-eighth  Indiana.  His 
skirmish  line  advanced  into  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  rebel  four- 
gun  battery  on  Larkin’s  ])lantation,  and  took  positioi»  on  the  ('.rest  of 
the  hill.  The  rebel  i)ickets  fell  back  beyond  the  water.  Musketry  then 
ceased,  and  the  rebels  began  shelling  the  woods. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Se<?  Hitchcock  to  Sprague,  12  in.,  ]).  ToS. 
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Speotal  Orders,  '(  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  i  ■  Near  Savamiah,  Ga.^  December  19^  1864. 

I.  In  order  to  comply  with  Special  Orders,  No.  311,  headquarters 
Seventeenth  ArmyCoiq^s,  Col.  B.  F.  Potts,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  remain  at  King’s 
Bridge  until  relieved  by  one  regiment  from  each  corps  of  the  army, 
(’olonel  Potts  Avill  leave  one  regiment,  350  strong,  at  the  bridge  to  Col¬ 
onel  Beckwith,  and  when  relieved  will  move  the  other  regiments  of  his 
command  to  this  place,  as  heretofore  directed. 

*  *  *  #  *  * 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CHAS.  n.  BRUSH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Arma"  Corps, 

King's  Bridge.,  Ga.^  December  19,  1864. 

’Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  :  The  brigade  of  General  Sprague  was  sent  back  by  General 
Sherman  in  person  to  his  old  camp.  1  am  not  relieved  by  him,  nor  any 
other  command,  but  was  ready  to  move,  having  everything  loaded,  and 
(Alonel  Beckwith  said  he  would  arrest  me  if  I  obeyed  General  Blair’s 
order,  and  1  returned  to  camp,  and  will  await  further  orders,  or  until  I 
am  relieved.  General  Sherman  went  down  to  the  fleet,  and  took  150 
men  to  transfer  supplies  from  one  vessel  to  the  other.  I  have  unloaded 
about  200,000  rations  to-day  at  this  point,  and  other  vessels  are  in 
sight.  If  I  leave  here  there  will  be  no  organization  of  guards  left  to 
guard  the  supplies. 

I  am,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  POTTS, 

Colonel,  dT. 


Hdqrs.  17th  Arma"  Corps,  Dept,  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 

Col.  B.  F.  Potts, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Dimsion : 

(’olonel:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  to 
you  that  you  will  start  at  4  o’clock  this  p.  m.  to  the  front  to  report  to 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith.  The  hour  is  fixed  at  4  so  that  you  will  ha\^e 
the  (‘Over  of  the  night  to  cross  your  troops  over  the  causeway. 

Yerv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssis tant  A dj u ta n t- Genera  1. 


[Indorsenu'ni.] 

King’s  Bridge,  Ga.,  December  19, 1864. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missis 
sii)in  was  at  King’s  Bridge  this  morning,  and  directed  me  to  retain  your 
command  on  its])resent  duties,  and  communicated  with  the  commander 
of  the  Army  of  the  Right  Wing  in  relation  thereto.  He  further  in  per- 
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son  directed  General  Sprague,  who  had  arrived  liere  to  relieve  you, 
to  return  with  his  command.  You  Avill,  therefore,  adhere  to  the  order 
of  Major-General  Sherman  given  you  this  morning  in  writing. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

A.  BECKWITH, 

Co/.,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Chief  Qrmr.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  near  Savannah^  Oa.^  December  19,  1864. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  :  The  general-in-chief  has  gone  to  the  Bay.  He  directs  me 
to  further  instruct  you  to  push  the  preparations  for  the  attack  of  the 
defenses  of  Savannah  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  then  await  further 
directions  before  doing  more.  He  will  endeavor  to  get  co-operation 
from  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General  Foster,  with  whom  he  will  con¬ 
fer  before  returning.  If,  in  the  meantime,  anything  should  occur  that 
you  would  wish  to  communicate  to  him,  please  send  to  me  and  1  will 
forward. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Left  Wma,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Before  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  detail  one  regiment,  of 
at  least  350  men,  to  report  to  Colonel  Beckwith,  chief  commissary,  at 
King’s  Bridge,  for  fatigue  duty,  and,  if  possible,  send  fifty  negroes  with 
them,  the  whole  to  constitute  a  permanent  fatigue  party.'  General  Will¬ 
iams  will  furnish  a  like  detail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  EODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1861. 

In  view  of  active  operations  against  the  city  of  Savannah  which  will 
probably  be  inaugurated,  division  commanders  will  at  once  i)repare 
tlieir  commands  and  hold  them  in  readiness  for  an  attack.  Generals 
Carlin  and  Morgan  will  make  thorough  reconnaissances  of  the  grounds 
in  their  front;  examine  the  approaches  of  the  enemy’s  works  which 
give  the  greatest  promise  of  successful  assault,  and  make  full  reports 
to  these  headquarters  by  12  m.  to-morrow.  Fascines,  ])lanks,  <S:c.,  and 
whatever  may  assist  in  the  passage  of  swamps,  ditches,  and  other  inter¬ 
vening  obvstacles,  will  be  immediately  prepared. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  d.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUliG, 

Assist<(nt  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Before  ISavannaU^  Ga.^  December  1864. 

Col.  E.  A.  Carman, 

Command'infj  Second  Brigade^  First  Division: 

Colonel  :  Tlie  .i>’eiieral  comiiiaiidiiig  directs  me  to  say  that  the  pioneer 
corps  of  your  brigade,  with  their  wagon,  has  been  ordered  to  report  to 
you  at  once.  He  directs 'that  in  your  defense  you  may  make  use  of  the 
dikes  wherever  you  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

liOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  AdjutanfGenerai. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Decmiher  19,  1864. 

Lieut.  George  Bobinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General,  First  Division,  20th  Corps: 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  again 
opened  upon  our  force  across  the  river  with  artillery;  and  Colonel  Haw¬ 
ley  reporting  that  it  was  impossible  to  hold  his  position  without  more 
troops,  I  have  moved  the  remainder  of  my  brigade  over,  with  the 
exception  of  three  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New 
York  Volunteers,  and  have  established  my  headquarters  upon  the  South 
Carolina  shore.  I  would  also  say  that  I  need  some  intrenching  tools  if 
I  am  to  remain  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  CABMAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


[Iiidorsemoiit.J 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

December  19,  1864. 

Bespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  the  corps,  with  the  request  that  a  portion  at  least  of  the 
tools  loaned  to  General  Geary  be  returned  to  Colonel  Carman,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Brigade,  on  Argyle  Island. 

N.  J.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- Genera ?,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  101st  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Fear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjxitant- General,  Third  Brigade: 

(  Aptain:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ex- 
Xjedition  under  my  command  to-da}",  in  accordance  with  the  order 
issued  yesterday  from  your  head(piarters: 

The  exi)edition,  consisting  of  two  comx)anies  from  each  regiment  of 
the  brigade,  Avith  one  wagon  from  each  regiment  and  one  wagon  from 
each  brigade  and  division  headcpiarters,  numbering  in  all  about  200 
men,  started  from  the  cam])  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  Vol¬ 
unteers  about  7  a.  m.  this  morning,  and  ])roceeded  to  Monteith,  where  1 
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detached  a  lieutenant  and  fifteen  men  to  come  back  on  the  road  with  a 
wagon  sent  for  that  purpose  and  gatlier  up  telegraph  wire.  The  expe¬ 
dition  then  proceeded  toward  Eedoubt  No.  1,  on  the  route  traveled  by 
the  Fourteenth  Corps,  and  about  400  yards  beyond  the  redoubt  encoun¬ 
tered  a  rebel  outpost,  who  fired  into  tlie  advance  and  retreated,  and 
fired  into  them  again  as  Ave  advanced  still  farther.  Making  inquiries 
near  mile  post  10  I  learned  that  the  sweet  potatoes  had  been  carried 
away  on  the  preceding  Friday  by  the  rebels,  and  learned  that  the  rebels 
were  encamped  in  considerable  force  between  mile  posts  17  and  18.  I 
then  turned  otf  to  the  left,  in  the  direction  of  the  Middle  Ground  road, 
designing  to  strike,  the  road  formerly  traveled  by  the  Twentieth  Corps, 
blit  was  encountered  by  a  rebel  picket  on  the  first  road  that  I  come  to, 
at  Mrs.  Davis’  plantation,  and  upon  inquiring  of  her  I  learned  that 
there  was  a  body  of  600  rebels  within  a  mile  of  her  house.  I  then  turned 
to  the  left  and  reached  the  road  we  had  gone  out  on,  at  Eedoubt  No.  1, 
where,  finding  no  iirospect  of  forage,  I  returned  to  camp  without  further 
molestation.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  one  of  the  ex})edition  was 
injured,  and  that  one  prisoner  was  captured,  wEom  I  have  delivered  to 
the  provost-marshal. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  LE  SAGE, 

Lieidenant- Colonel  101st  Illinois  Yols.^  Commmiding  Expedition. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Hear  Savannah^  Ga.j  December  19j  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assista^it  Adjutant- General^  Tiventieth  Corps  : 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  orders  received  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  after  careful  investigation,  I  do  not  discover  any¬ 
thing  not  known  before  respecting  the  enemy’s  position  in  my  front 
and  the  roads  or  avenues  of  approach  leading  from  my  line  to  theirs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 

Brigadier- Generalj  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  ^Savannah,  Ga.,  December  Ifl  1864. 

Col.  Ario  Pardee,  Jr., 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

('OLONEL:  The  general  commanding  division  directs  tliat  you  take 
(!liarge  of  the  work  on  Fort  No.  2,  and  imsh  it  if  jmssible  to  completion  by 
morning,  keeping  as  many  men  as  can  be  worked  constantly  biusy.  Me 
wishes  the  working  parties  thoroughly  organized  in  the  most  efiicient 
manner  before  dark,  and  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  to  be  held  re- 
s])onsible  that  they  do  not  neglect  their  work,  as  Avas  the  case  last 
night.  The  Avorking  detail  he  Avishes  to  be  under  command  of  an 
energetic,  field  officer  Avho  understands  the  Avork. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  resiiectfiillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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IIdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 

Col.  H.  A.  Barnum, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  division  directs  that  yon  take 
charge  of  the  construction  of  Fort  No.  3,  and  pusli  it  as  tar  toward 
com])letion  to-niglit  as  possible.  He  wishes  the  working  parties  thor¬ 
oughly  organized  in  the  most  efficient  manner  before  dark,  the  whole 
to  be  under  command  of  an  energetic  held  officer  who  understands  how 
the  work  should  be  done.  The  officers  in  charge  of  them  he  wishes  you 
to  hold  responsible  for  every  man  under  their  command,  that  they  will 
not  neglect  their  work,  as  was  done  last  night. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

Acting  Assintant  Adjutant -General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  19,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  R.  Sitter, 

Chief  Engineer  Dept,  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  8.  C. : 

Captain  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed 
immediately  to  the  front,  and  remain  with  the  Coast  Division  during 
its  operations. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


December  19,  18()4. 

[General  John  G.  Foster:] 

General:  The  lady  who  makes  the  inclosed  statement  is  the  most 
observing  person  I  have  found,  and  I  think  that  her  statement  is  more 
likely  to  be  true.  It  seems  probable  that  the  people  of  Savannah  may 
be  able  to  hold  out  for  thirty  days.  I  think  this  an  outside  calculation. 
Respectfully, 


JAMES  F.  HALL, 

Lieut.  Col.  1st  New  Yorh  Engrs.,  I*ro.  Mar.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  South. 


[Tnclosure.] 


Mrs.,  Hodges  stales  that  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  in 
Savannah  when  she  left  on  the  3d  of  November.  She  knew  of  two 
Government  stores  on  Broughton  street,  one  over  150  feet  and  one  75 
feet;  the  lower  door  was  tilled  with  rice,  hominy,  meal,  and  bacon; 
there  was  a  great  quantity.  There  was  another  store  on  Bay  street, 
where  provisions  were  sold  to  the.  people.  There  were  a  number  of 
private  stores  tilled  with  ])rovisions.  She  estimates  that  tliere  is  rice, 
hominy,  and  bacon  enongli  to  sui)ply  the  present  army  and  inhabitants 
at  least  two  weeks.  The  people  depended  ])rincipally  on  the  markets. 
The  chief  supply  came  from  the  Albany  and  (  lulf  Railroad.  Tlie  citizens 
have  mostly  private  supplies  to  a  considerable  amount.  It  might  be 
that  they  could  hold  out  for  a  month. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Coast  Div.,  Uept.  of  the  South, 

No.  11.  I  Deveaux’s  Neck,  IS.  0.,  December  19,  1864. 

**#**## 

II.  Col.  E.  N.  Ilallowell,  commaiuling  Second  Brigade,  will  dispatcE 
the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  the  Thirty-third  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops  to  the  lower  landing,  to  embark  to-night,  and  will  him¬ 
self  report  at  these  headquarters  for  instructions. 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter  will  place  a  regiment  of  his  command,  to 
replace  the  Thirty- third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  in  the  rifle-pit  to  the  left 
of  the  right  battery,  and  one,  to  replace  the  Eifty-fourth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  on  the  right  of  the  same  battery.  This  disposition  will  be 
made  at  once. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch : 

LEONABI)  B.  PEEKY, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  20,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Colonel  Babcock,  of  my  staff,  has  just  returned  from  bearing  dis¬ 
patches  to  Sherman.  As  he  visited  and  saAv  all  the  army  with  Sherman 
I  have  thought  it  might  prove  interesting  to  you  to  see  him.  He  will 
leave  in  the  mail-boat  in  the  morning  Avith  a  copy  of  Sherman’s  letter.* 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  20,  1864. 

Col.  A.  H.  Markland, 

Special  Agent  Post-Office  Department,  Eutaiv  House, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  you  obtain  the  authority  from  the  Post- 
master-Geueral  to  go  to  Savannah  and  arrange  for  the  regular  trans¬ 
mission  and  distribution  of  the  mails  for  General  Sherman’s  army.  I 
understand  Mrs.  Markland  desires  to  accompany  you;  if  so,  she  has 
permission  to  go. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Geyxeral. 


[December  20, 1864. — For  the  ‘‘effective  strength”  of  General  Sher¬ 
man’s  army,  see  p.  16.  J 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  20,  1864. 

Col.  A.  Beckwith, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  Giles  A.  Smith  has  but  Iaat)  brigades  (Colonel  Potts’  includ(‘d), 
and  his  division  has  been  selected  for  making  a  lodgment  on  the 
enemy’s  Avorks;  therefore  I  Avish  to  have  Colonel  Potts’  brigade  r(‘join 


*Of  December  1(1^  i).  726. 
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its  division.  General  Sliennan’s  order  said  as  soon  as  the  four  regi¬ 
ments  reported  to  you  that  brigade  would  be  relieved.  Have  the 
kindness  to  relieve  it  and  oblige, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

O.  G.  HOWAIID, 

Major- General. 


IIdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

^  Near  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  20^  1801. 

Major-General  Osterhaijs, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  General  Corse  reqiu^sted  the  privilege  of  raising  a  negro 
regiment  for  his  division  for  the  purpose  of  x^ioneer  duty,  details  for 
work  in  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments,  &c.  I  will 
approve  the  raising  of  two  negro  regiments,  one  for  each  army  corx)s, 
for  the  x^urposes  above  specified,  and  give  the  xm’o visional  ax)Xiointments 
of  such  officers  as  the  corx)S  commanders  may  recommend,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  War  Dex>artment.  Each  regiment  must  be  denomi¬ 
nated  Pioneer  Battalion,  in  conformity  with  Sxiecial  Field  Orders,  No. 
120,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississix)pi,  and  must  be  x^aid  as  xhoneers 
are  now  paid,  should  the  War  Dexiartment  fail  to  a])xirove  my  action. 
Resxiectfully,  &c., 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps.) 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Anderson'’ s  Flantation^  Ga.,  Dece^nher  20.,  1801. 

Major  Stolbrand, 

Chief  of  Artillery.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  You  will  please  order  the  following  distribution  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  to  assist  in  the  exxiected  assault  on  the  rebel  lines:  Savannah  road 
battery,  four  12-x)Ounder  guns;  Cemetery  battery,  two  12-xiouuder 
guns;  Lone  Tree  battery,  four  20-x)ounder  guns;  Railroad  battery, 
John  E.  Smith,  two  3-inch  guns;  Barbette  battery  (to  the  right  of), 
two  12-pouuder  guns.  The  remaining  x)ieces,  to  wit,  one  section  12- 
pounder  guns,  one  section  3-inch  guns,  will  be  keiit  in  reserve,  and  for 
that  XMHTOse  placed  near  the  breast-works  on  General  Corse’s  right  near 
the  causeway.  They  will  be  kex)t  ready  to  be  thrown  to  any  xioint 
where  they  may  be  needed.  Order  the  battery  commanders  to  whom 
the  different  xiositions  Avill  be  assigned  to  x>i‘epare  substantial  x>hit- 
forms  and  secure  magazines,' and  to  get  everything  ready  to  meet  any 
emergency. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Ac., 

P.  JOS.  OSTFRIIAUS, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  ^avannak,  Ga.,  December  20^  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  :  You  will  cause  your  strongest  brigade  to  report  at  these 
headquarters  to-morrow  night  (the  21st)  to  assist  in  the  contemplated 
assault  oil  the  rebel  Hues.  The  men  will  be  provided  with  three  days’ 
rations  in  haversacks  and  eighty  rounds  of  ammunition. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 

*  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

^^o.  312.  f  Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  20,  1864. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  detail 
from  the  First  Minnesota  Battery  one  gunner  and  three  men  to  report 
to  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse,  chief  of  artillery,  at  the  battery  on  the  cause¬ 
way  immediately. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  detail 
from  the  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery  one  sergeant  and  three  men  to  report 
to  Maj.  A.  C.  AYaterhouse,  chief  of  artillery,  at  the  battery  on  the  cause¬ 
way  immediately. 

******* 

lY.  As  soon  as  a  regiment  from  each  corps  in  the  Army  of  Georgia 
has  reported,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  Major-General  Sherman, 
to  Colonel  Beckwith,  acting  chief  quartermaster.  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  at  King’s  Bridge,  Col.  B.  F.  Potts,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  proceed  to 
the  front  with  his  command  and  report  to  his  division  commander. 

♦  *  *  *  ■  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssistayi t  A  djtitant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December -20,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division : 

General:  lam  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  the  order  sent  herewith*  is  to  be  considered  imperative  and 
to  lie  obeyed  by  Colonel  Potts  without  regard  to  any  orders  he  may  re¬ 
ceive  from  Colonel  Beckwith  to  the  contrary.  He  wishes  you  to  have 
your  regiment  (350  strong)  and  fifty  negroes  report  to  Colonel  Beck¬ 
with,  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  311,  extract  lY,  from  these 
headquarters,  of  yesterday’s  date,  before  the  brigade  is  relieved. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CADLE,  diL, 

A  ssista  nt  A  dj  utant-G  en  era  I . 


See  uext,  ante. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

December  20,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

Captain:  I  am  now  fully  prepared  to  execute  auy  orders  the  geii- 
eral-in-cliief  may  issue.  All  our  batteries  are  finished,  but  the  six 
20-pounder  guns  have  not  yet  come.  As  soon  as  they  are  received  I 
think  I  can  silence  the  enemy’s  guns  and  make  a  successful  assault. 
If  you  have  any  information  as  to  the  20-pounder  guns  I  wish  you 
would  give  it  to  me.  I  have  teams  waiting  for  them.  I  have  a  brigade 
on  the  South  Carolina  shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  December  20,  1864 — 12  m. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  Yours  of  8  a.  m.  is  just  to  hand.  The  general-in-chief  has 
not  yet  returned  from  the  Bay.  I  expect  him  this  p.  m.,  when  yours 
shall  be  placed  before  him.  Being  five  miles  from  the  dock,  and  all  the 
staff  with  the  general,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  information  as 
regards  the  20 -pounders,  but  will  try  to  find  out,  and  will  write  you 
promptly  all  I  can  learn.  There  is  no  news,  and  no  later  papers  than 
you  have  seen. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide  de- Camp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Di  the  Field,  December  20,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  Ac. : 

General:  General  Howard  reports  being  ready;  but  the  general-in¬ 
chief  has  not  returned,  and  has  not,  to  my  knowledge,  authorized  any 
orders.  We  are  therefore  in  a  respectable  condition  to  remain  quiet 
until  he  gives  orders  of  execution.  Word  from  King’s  Bridge  says 
j)lenty  of  rations  there;  also  oats,  &c. 

1  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DxVYTON, 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  tSavannah,  Ga.,  December  20,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Kodgers, 

A.  A.  G.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Left  ^Slng,  Army  of  Georgia: 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  general  com¬ 
manding  that  the  regiment  required  was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel 
Beckwith,  at  King’s  Bridge,  for  fatigue  duty  this  morning.  Eft'orts 
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-  luive  been  made  to  liiid  titty  iiegToes  in  the  corps  wlio  (;ould  be  sent 
with  the  regiment,  but  without  effect  as  all  the  unemployed  negroes 
had  already  been  sent,  544  in  nnmber,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them 
able-bodied  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

4EF.  0.  DxVVlS, 

Hrcrei  M <(Jor- (ienera K  Command in<). 


IIdors.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  (3orps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  N),  ISOJ. 

Lientenant-Colonel  McClurg, 

A.s.s't.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  141h  Armn  Corps: 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  corps  head(]uarters,  dated 
December  lb,  1804,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  made  a  personal 
examination  of  my  lines  with  reference  to  finding  some  point  from 
which  an  assault  could  be  made  upon  the  eneiny’s  works.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  I  have  no  place  from  which  one  could  be  made  with  any 
reasonable  hope  of  success.  Inclosed  herewith  ifiease  find  map*  of  my 
position.  Ivunning  diagonally  across  my  entire  front  is  a  deep  and,  to 
an  army,  impenetrable  swamp;  on  my  left  is  the  Milledgeville  road, 
running  nearly  perpendicular  to  my  front;  the  road  is  commanded  by  a 
well-constructed  fort,  with  abatis  and  other  obstructions  in  front,  the 
water  of  the  swamp  over  and  across  the  road  for  some  eighty  yards, 
depth  not  known.  To  advance  a  column  by  the  Hank  upon  this  road 
without  any  ground  for  deployment,  under  a  heavy  fire,  would  be  a  use¬ 
less  destruction  of  life,  without  a  corresponding  advantage.  On  my 
left  is  the  canal;  the  only  approa(*h  l)y  this  flank  is  the  tow-path,  with 
undoubled  files,  and  advance  under  heavy  fire  from  more  than  one 
battery.  1  have  ordered  a  section  of  Lieutenant  Eich’s  battery  to  be 
placed  in  position  on  Milledgeville  road,  about  300  yards  from  rebel 
l)attery.  Fascines  are  being  constructed  as  ordered,  also  foot  bridges 
across  the  canal. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  subnutted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


1  lEAinp'ARTERS  TWENTIETH  (h)RPS, 

Before  Savannah,  (ta..  December  N).  1864. 

Colonel  Buell, 

Commanding  Pontoon  Train: 

Coi.ONEL:  1  am  directed  by  the  brigadiei’-general  commanding  tlie 
cori)s  to  reipiest  you  to  send  two  wagon-loads  of  balks  to  Brigadier- 
General  Geary,  commanding  Second  Division. 

Very  respecfffully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  F.  DF('B1:RT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General . 
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llDQK^i.  THIRTY-TIIIKD  31  AJ<.SAC111T8ETTS  Vol.  Infaxtry, 

Xe((r  tSaraiuiahj  Gn.,  JJecembcr  xV,18GJ. 

Ca]>r.  i\  11.  Youxg, 

Aciimj  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

]  have  the  honor  to  subiiift  the  following’,  which  is  a  correct  stale- 
men  t  ot‘  two  scouts  sent  out  last  night  for  the  i)uri)ose  of  recounoiter- 
iiig-  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works: 


STATEMENT  OE  C01U*01{AL  IILACK. 

Ai’tor  aiTiviii<>‘  at  llu*  picl<ot-]inc  he  started  to  about  forty  paces  to  the  left  of  the 
Savaiuiali  and  Charleston  Railroad;  advanced  some  seventy  paci's  on  clear  ground 
without  diseovering  any  obstructions  and  no  iin])ediments.  after  which  cueountered 
large  ]>iue  trees  felled,  ground  uneven  and  no  water;  with  some  difticulty  climbed 
over  the  felled  trees  and  came  to  swampy  ground,  and  still  further  on  came  to  a 
pond  varying  from  six  to  twelve  feet  in  width,  tried  the  de])th  of  the  pond  by  means 
of  a  ])ole  and  judged  it  to  be  some  five  feet  dee]>  with  soft  spongy  ground,  after 
Avhicli  moved  further  to  the  left  by  cree])iug  under  and  climbing  over  the  fallen  trees 
and  found  tolerable  good  ground,  no  water,  but  fallen  timber,  and  as  far  as  he  could 
see  it  was  all  fallen  timber — not  trimmed.  To  his  judgment  advanced  to  -within 
some  200  yards  of  the  enemy's  main  -svorks,  could  distinctly  hear  the  enemy  talk  and 
see  them  gathered  around  their  camp-tires;  owing  to  the  reflection  of  their  tires  it 
was  difticult  to  see  very  distinctly.  On  returning  he  kept  still  further  to  our  left, 
thiukiug  by  avoiding  the  trees  he  could  return  much  easier  than  going  over  the 
same  ground  he  advanced  over,  encountering  less  obstructions. 


STATEMENT  15 Y  PUn'ATE  :m'GOWAN. 


started  from  ]>ieket-liue  about  forty  i)aces  to  the  left  of  the  ])oiut  where  Corporal 
Black  started  from,  advanced  nearly  100  i)aces  -without  eucouutering  auy  obstruc¬ 
tions,  then  encountered  small  trees  apparently  carefully  fallen  to  obstruct  the 
advance  of  troops;  here  he  was  unable  to  advance  any  further,  upon  which  he  went 
further  to  the  left  encountering  the  same  obstruction ;  ground  uneven  and  sloping- 
down  to  swampy  ground,  which  ajipearance  indicated  there  must  be  a  stream  -nf 
water  running  through  and  trees  fallen  clean  to  the  enemy’s  works ;  could  plainly 
hear  the  enemy  talk  and  see  them  around  their  camp-tires;  returned  nearly  on  the 
same  ground  w  ith  about  the  same  obstructions. 


Very  respectfully,  yours, 


ELISHA  DOANE, 

L  i  eu  ten  a  n  t-  Colo  net  ^  Com  ni  a  n  diuf/. 


IlEAl)t,)lAVRTERS  DePARIAIENT  OF  'JTIE  SoUTH, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  (\,  Deeember  X),  1864. 

General  W.  T.  Siiermax: 

Gexeral:  Dispateli  received.  General  Easton  left  for  Fort  3Ic A 1- 
lister  yesterday  morning  on  the  steamer  31aytiower.  Idease  come  on 
shore;  1  want  to  see  you  very  much. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

d.  G.  FOSTEE. 
Major-General  Volunteers. 


JIdqrs.  Coast  Divisiox,  Depariaiext  of  the  South, 

Heceaua's  Xecl\  X.  C.,  Ih-eember  JlO.  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  rl.  G.  Foster: 

(\}m)nandi)t(/  Iteparlntent  of  the  South: 

General:  Yesterday  morning  I  put  tlnei*  rilled  gnus  in  tiie  nmrsh, 
DUO  yards  from  the  small  railroad  bridge,  and  damaged  it  so  much  that 
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no  trains  Inive  passed  since.  The  gTonnd  is  so  bad  that  1  can  not  get  the 
30-pounders  there.  1  have  a  plattbrin  laid  down  for  one  30-ponnder  that 
will  reach  the  railroad  at  a  range  of  1,300  yards.  Am  not  firing  now, 
as  we  are  out  of  all  kinds  of  ammunition,  except  that  for  our  muskets; 
have  sent  to  the  Head  for  more,  but  no  attention  is  paid  to  our  requisi¬ 
tions,  or  no  trauspoiTation  is  furnished  to  bring  it  up.  Have  put  two 
more  regiments  on  Mackay’s  Aeck.  Intend  making  a  feint  there,  but 
hoi)e  to  cross  the  main  force  over  the  Coosawhatchie  and  assault  the  fort 
in  the  rear.  To-day  the  Thirty-third  |  LT.  S.  (.'olored]  had  an  afiair  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  Jenkins’  ])lantation.  They  dispersed  a  force  of 
300  of  the  enemy,  capturing  their  camp  and  blankets,  but  getting  no 
prisoners.  They  lost  2  killed  and  0  wounded. 

Very  res])ectfullv,  your  obedient  servanl, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brujadier- General^  Commanding. 

1  hope  vou  will  hud  time  to  make  us  a  visit. 

j.  r.  11. , 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island^  S.  C.,  December  2b,  1864. 

Capt.  AY.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Department  of  the  Boiith  : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  esi)ecial  im¬ 
portance  has  occurred  within  the  command  since  my  last  communica¬ 
tion.  The  enemy  on  my  front  have  remained  exceedingly  quiet,  and 
no  movement  has  been  attempted  on  my  part. 

I  have  the ‘honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  resiiect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNICI, 

Bri gadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  December  21,  1861 — 9  a.  m. 


[Gen.  AV.  T.  Sherman:] 

Dear  Gener  al  :  I  have  sent  you  two  dispatches  via  Fort  AlcAllister 
in  hopes  of  reaching  you.  General  Slocum  reiiorts  enemy  gone  from 
Ids  front  and  he  has  got  eight  guns — this  report  at  4  a.  m.  He  is  also 
gone  from  this  front  and  General  Howard  reports  Leggett  near  the  city, 
and  no  enemy.  General  Woods  also  got  six  guns,  (leneral  Slocum  is 
moving  and  General  Howai’d  the  same  and  I  have  no  doubt  both  are 
in  Savannah  now.  I  will  ride  with  General  Howard,  at  his  request, 
and  leave  our  camj)  until  the  matter  is  more  detinile  and  you  make 
orders. 

I  am,  general,  Ac., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide- de- Camp. 
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Headquarters  Hilitara"  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  FinJd,  Savannah,  (ia.,  December  X804. 
Admiral  Dahlgren. 

Commanding  South  AHantic  Squadron  : 

Sir:  Savaniiali  is  ours,  ^Yith  upwards  of  sixty  heavy  guns  and  a 
large  quantity  of  public  pro])erty,  cars,  cotton,  Ac.  In  tlie  absence  of 
(feneral  Sherman,  CTeneral  Howard  requests  you  to  clear  away  the  tor¬ 
pedoes  and  other  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  River  channel. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


King's  Bridge,  December  ;2l,  1864. 

Captain  Dayton, 

Aide-de- Camp : 

Dear  Captain  :  News  has  reached  here  by  an  orderly  that  Sav¬ 
annah  was  evacuated  last  night.  It  is  highly  important  that  we  should 
know  whether  this  news  be  correct  or  not.  Please,  therefore,  give  me 
the  earliest  information  in  regard  to  it. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

A.  BECKWITH, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Commismry  of  Subsislence. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  December  J21,  1861. 

Colonel  Beckwith, 

Chief  Commirssarif  <f  Subsistence : 

1  send  a  letter*  for  the  general,  giving  the  condition  of  thijigs  up  to 
tliis  time.  Please  see  that  he  gets  it  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy  has 
abandoned  the  outer  works,  and  probably  the  city  itself.  We  have  now 
fourteen  guns,  and  are  near  the  citv. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

A  ide-de-Camp. 


Savannah,  December  ;//,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mililarg  Forces  near  Savatniah  : 

Sir:  The  city  of  Savannah  was  last  night  e\  acnated  by  the  Confed¬ 
erate  military  and  is  now  entirely  defenseless.  As  chief  magistrate  of 
the  city  J  lespectfully  re(juest  yonr  protection  of  the  lives  and  private 
])roperty  of  tlie  citizens  and  of  our  women  and  children. 

Trusting  that  this  a])])(‘al  to  your  generosity  and  humanity  may 
favorably  intluence  your  action,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant. 


Sec  y  a.  iH.,  p.  771. 


K.  I).  ARNOLD, 

Mayor  (f  S((rannah. 


CHAP.  Lvr.] 


CORRESPONDENX^E,  ETC. - UNION. 


773 


Department  and  Army  of  the  Tenne^ssee, 

Xeay  IS((r((nnoh,  Ga.^  Dvcentbey  ^^7,  lt^f)4. 

('apt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-fl€-Cn))tp^  MUiiarii  Dirisiou  of  the  AlhHisHippi : 

It  \vas  reported  at  sunrise  by  Brigadier-General  Leggett  that  tlie 
enemy  had  evacuated  his  works;  subsequently,  by  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A. 
Hmith,  that  the  large  fort  mms  in  his  possession  and  that  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  have  gone  to  Hardeeville,  S.  G.  I  have  dire(ded  an 
immediate  juirsuit. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Special  ^  Headqttarters  Department  and 
P'lELD  Orders,  [  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Xo.  201.  )  KSavemnali,  Ga.^  Deeember  27,  1864. 

1.  Colonel  Woods,  commanding  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  is  appointed  provost- 
marshal  of  that  portion  of  the  city  of  Savannah  east  of  Bull  street  (a 
continuation  of  the  White  Bluff'  road),  and  will  enter  at  once  upon  his 
duties  as  such,  reporting  without  delay  for  further  instructions  to  Brig. 
Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Oor])s,  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  post  of  Savannah. 

*  *■  *  *  *  ,  *  * 

III.  Maj.  Gen.  V.  Josej)h  Osterhaus,  c.oinmanding  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  will  picket  all  roads  from  the  plank  road  around  to  his  left 
(facing  to  the  rear),  former  right.  Major-General  Blair,  commanding 
Seventeenth  Army  (Dorps,  will  cause  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General 
Sprague*  to  remain  in  its  present  jiosition  on  the  canal  until  further 
orders,  and  will  give  instructions  for  it  to  iiicket  all  roads  in  its  vicinity 
as  far  east  as  the  Darien  road. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  C'orps, 

Sava7inah,  Ga.,  Deeember  27,  1864. 

(^apt.  Samuel  L.  T  ago  art,  v 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Departmeiit  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  date,  J  have  tlu'  honor 
to  report  the  capture  by  my  command  of  13  pieces  of  artillery,  8  pieces 
in  front  of  Phrst  Division  and  5  pieces  in  front  of  Fourth  Division,  Tlie 
trooi)S  are  dis])Osed  of  as  follows:  The  IHrst  Division  on  the  right  of 
Savannah  road,  inside  and  parallel  to  works;  the  Third  Division  in 
prolongation  of  P^irst  Division  line,  reaching  across  Gulf  railroad ;  the 
Uourth  Division  inside  the  lines  of  l^irst  and  Third  Divisions,  with  a 
brigade  thrown  across  Gulf  railroad  at  the  crossing  of  Fort  Jackson 
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road,  fiicing  soutlieast;  one  brigade  of  Second  Division  in  rear  of  First 
])ivision,  and  remainder  of  division  garrisoning  Fort  McAllister  and 
destroying  Gulf  railroad. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘  '  ‘  ‘  P.  JOS.  OSTEEHAUS, 

Major-General . 


TTdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

-Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  Deeemher  21,  1861. 
Assistant  Ad.tutant-General, 

HeadqnartevH  .Deimrtment  of  the  Tennessee: 

I  have  the  lionor  to  I’eport  the  ttnlf  l  ailroad,  from  a  i)oint  near  Wal- 
thoiirville,  twenty-two  miles  from  the  Ogeechee  Elver,  to  within  two 
miles  of  that  stream,  thoroughly  destroj^ed,  and  the  remainder  will  be 
by  sunset  to  day.  The  rails  are  all  twisted  and  the  ties  all  burned.  In 
obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Corps  one  of  the 
brigades  will  be  sent  direct  from  the  railroad  with  extra  ammunition 
and  rations  for  service  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  lines. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  IIAZEN, 
Brif/adier- ( ieneraJ. 


TTeadqttarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.^  Deeewh^'  21,  186i. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commandincj  Second  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
Savannah  was  evacuated  during  last  night  and  occupied  by  our  forces 
this  a.  m.  The  enemy  left  quite  a  number  of  guns  and  a  large  quantity 
of  military  stores  of  all  kinds.  The  general  directs  that  you  hold  your 
command  in  its  ])resent  position  until  further  orders.  Tlie  .brigade 
ordered  to  be  sent  forward  can  remain  with  its  division  and  encamp  at 
any  convenient  place  near  King’s  Bridge. 

I  am,  general,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

f.  f.  whitehead. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  3d  Div.,  Ioth  Army  Corps, 

[  Station  No.  1,  Gulf  Railroad,  Ga.^ 

No.  258.  )  Deeemher  21,  1864. 

I.  This  command  will  move  at  once  in  the  following  order:  First, 
pioneer  corps  and  tool  wagons j  second.  Second  Brigade;  third,  four 
regiments  of  First  Brigade;  fourth,  ammunition  train;  hftli,  division 
headquarters  train  and  provost-guard;  sixth,  pioneer  corps  wagons; 
seventh,  Second  Brigade  train,  including  regimental  wagons;  eighth, 
First  Brigade  train,  including  regimental  wagons;  ninth,  quartermas¬ 
ter’s  train;  tenth,  commissary  of  subsistence  train;  eleventh,  ambu¬ 
lance  corps,  except  ambulances  assigned  to  regiments  and  detach¬ 
ments;  twelfth,  one  regiment  First  Brigade,  rear  guard.  One  ambu¬ 
lance  will  follow  each  regiment  and  ])ioneer  cor])s. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith: 

S.  .M.  BUDLOXG, 

.  \  ss i.sta  nt  A  d ju ta  n  t- General. 
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FIdqrs.  Fotouth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  (J()Rps, 

Near  kSaraiinah,  December  ;?7,  1S{)4. 

Col.  E.  i!7.  Adams, 

CommanMuff  Second  Brifjadc: 

Colonel  :  Tlie  eDeiny  is  gone.  General  Woods  has  a  regiment  across. 
The  general  directs  that  you  push  your  brigade  over,  using  the  small 
Ixnvts,  and  move  to  the  railroad,  holding  the  same  so  as  to  cover  the 
evossiug  of  the  Tliii  d  Division.  Make  ail  haste  possible. 

1  am,  colonel,  verv  rc^spectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

L.  CAEPEE, 

As^hiani  Adjvfant-ihmeral. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Corner  Yorl:  and  Ahercorn  Streets^ 

Savannah^  Ga.^  December  21^  1864. 

[Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart  :] 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Leggett’s  division 
is  encamped  on  the  Ogeechee  road,  on  the  edge  of  the  city.  One 
brigade  of  General  Smith’s  division  is  at  the  same  place,  and  one  bri¬ 
gade  at  King’s  P>ridge.  General  Sprague’s  brigade,  of  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  and  the  other  two  brigades  are  still 
out  on  the  Gulf  road,  but  should  be  back  to-night.  One  regiment 
I'rom  the  Third  Division  is  on  the  road  to  the  rear  of  our  head(iuart(‘rs. 
A  re])ort  of  the  guns  (*aptured  will  be  sent  in  as  soon  as  ascertained. 
A'ery  res])ectfully, 

"  '  FEAXK  P.  BLAIR,  elR., 

u][ajor- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Corner  York  and  Abercorn  Sf reefs, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21,  1804. 

Capt,  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  ohenumber 
of  pieces  of  artillery  captured  by  this  cori)s  to-day:  smooth,  nine  32- 
imunders,  three  24-pounders,  two  12-])ounders,  three  O-pounders;  one 
20-pounder  Ibirrott,  one  lO-pounder  Parrott — in  all  niiudeen  ])ie('(\s. 
I  also  have  th(‘  honor  to  rei)ort  that  Major-tieneral  IMower  has  naiched 
camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEA:NK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Armv'  ('orps. 

Near  Savannah,  Deeemher  21,  ISGi. 

('apt.  P.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant'  Adjutant- General  : 

Captain:  General  Leggett  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  is  near 
the  eity  of  Savannah  with  the  First  Brigade  ot‘ this  command;  that 
he  has  takcni  som(‘ prison(*rs,  and  they  state  that  tin*  city  is  evaenated. 
I  am,  eaptain.  vmv  trulv,  vnuis, 

J.  C.  DOUGIiASS, 

^ I ssista ni  uVdjulanl-  G e n era  1. 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  Q.,  GA.,  AND  PLA. 


[Chap.  cvr.  ■ 


776 


IlDQRS.  Fox  RTH  DXYISION,  SEVENTEENTH  AeMY  CoRPS, 

Sai'amtah,  OVc,  Deeemher  21^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Inspector-General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Sir:  I  luive  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Fourth  Division,  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Oorixs,  captured  in  their  front  tliis  morning  two  32,  one 
1 2,  and  two  O-pounder  smooth-bore  guns.  We  are  now  encamped  on 
the  plank  road,  about  one  mile  out  on  the  right-hand  side;  our  left 
•  joining  the  Third  Divivsion  near  the  cemetery;  our  line  running  nearly 
])arallel  to  the  road.  Please  show  this  to  the  assistant  adjutant-gen¬ 
eral,  as  that  officer  has  Just  called  for. a  similar  report. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ALLISON, 

Major  and  Division  Inspector-General. 


Hpqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kear  Savannah.,  Ga.,  Deeemher  21,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Comm-andiny  Left  Wing.,  Army  of  Georgia: 

General:  The  enemy  evacuated  my  front  between  12  m.  and  morn¬ 
ing.  General  Sherman  is  not  back.  I  presume  you  are  by  this  time  in 
possession  of  the  city.  If  you  are  you  had  better  place  a  division  as 
guard  and  throw  a  bridge  as  soon  as  possible  where  Hardee  had  his. 
1  will  join  you  and  co-operate.  If  Hardee  makes  a  stand  at  the  inner 
line  we  will  close  in  on  him  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  IIOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wind,  Army  of  Georoia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

1  have  j list  arrived  here.  General  Geary  occupied  the  town  at  5  o’clock 
this  a.  m.  Avith  his  division.  I  have  for  the  j)resent  placed  guards  over 
all  public  and  private  property,  and  await  orders  from  the  general-in¬ 
chief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  Field.  December  21,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 

General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  rfv. ;  • 

General  :  Yours  4  a.  m.  just  received.  The  general-in-chiet  has  not 
returned.  1  will  notify  General  Howard  at  once  of  your  imogress,  and 
if  you  wish  to  do  anytldiig  more  than  wliat  you  i)ro])Ose  General  How¬ 
ard  will  make  orders  for  you. 

1  am,  general,  with  respect. 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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Headquarters  Military  Diyisjon  of  the  Mississippi, 

Deccmher  f21,  1864—7,15  a.  m. 


General  Slocum, 

CommauflhKj,  ike. : 

General:  Coniiiig  to  General  Howard,  lie  informs  me  that  about 
sunrise  it  was  re])orted  to  him  the  enemy  had  left  his  fi'ont.  He  at 
once  gave  orders  to  push  on  and  follow  up,  which  is  now  being  done. 
[  will  telegraph  General  Sherman,  who  may  be  coming  up. 

^  I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTOX, 

Ai(le-(le-(^amp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

[n  the  Fields  Savannah^  On.,  Ttecember  ^7,  1864. 

MaJ.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing  ; 

General  :  An  officer  of  General  Howard  has  been  to  Fort  Beaulieu 
and  communicated  with  the  Sonoma  from  wdiich  he  learned  the  general- 
in-chief  has  gone  to  Hilton  Head,  thougli  it  is  not  sure.  However,  the 
lleet  is  fully  aware  of  our  position  here,  and  I  will  make  dispatch  to  the 
admiral,  requesting  him  to  at  once  commence  on  the  obstructions  in  the 
channel.  To  have  a  complete  understanding  about  pickets  and  road 
guards  it  seems  to  be  best  that  you  should  take  charge  of  that  section 
from  the  Savannah  on  the  west  around  to  the  plank  road,  and  General 
Howard  from  there  around  to  the  Savannah  on  the  east.  This  is  his 
suggestion.  He  will  also  guard  the  plank  road  back  to  King’s  Bridge. 
Some  of  his  troops  are  now  properly  stationed  about  it  and  will  obviate 
moving  troops  especially.  The  King’s  Bridge  will  be  necessarily  our 
base  for  several  da'ys,  and  should  be  well  secured  against  cavalry  from 
the  west.  General  Howard  will,  retain  a  division  at  the  Ogeechee  for 
that  purpose.  General  Howmrd  wishes  you  to  recoimoiter  and  if  prac¬ 
ticable  throw  a  bridge  from  Hutchinson’s  Island  to  the  main  land  in 
South  Carolina. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOX, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Left  Winci,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Xo.  7.  i  Sarannah,  Ga.^  December  fll,  1864. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  her(‘by  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  city  of  Savannah. 

II.  I  k)rps  commanders  will  furnish,  upon  tin*  ap])lication  of  General 
Geary,  the  necessary  details  for  guards,  N:c.,  for  that  ])ortionof  the  city 
lying  west  of  Bull  street,  being  tlie  prolongation  of  White  Blnifroad 
as  laid  down  in  the  city  mai). 

By  command  of  Major-Genei*al  Slocum: 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
ssis tant  Adjiilant-General. 
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December  1864 — 4  a.  m. 

Geiieval  J.  0.  Davis, 

(Jommanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  enemy  has  abaiuloned  his  exterior  line  in  front  of 
the  ITventieth  Corps,  and  has  probably  evacuated  the  city,  as  he  left 
eight  guns  in  one  of  the  works  in  our  front.  Move  your  coinmand  for¬ 
ward  and  see  if  there  is  anything  in  your  front. 

Ah)urs,  very  res]>ectfnllv, 

H.  \V.  SLOCUM, 

M((jor-(jeneral. 


Special  j  ITdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  [■  '  liefore  tSavannah,  Ga., 

No.  28.  )  December  21^  1861. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow,  to  go  into  camp  near  Savannah,  in 
the  tbllowing  order: 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  7.30  a.  m.,  move  down  the  canal  on  the 
south  bank  until  he  reaches  the  road  crossing  the  canal  about  three 
miles  from  Savannah;  he  will  then  take  the  right-hand  road,  move  to 
the  next  ('rossing,  and  there  take  the  road  leading  east,  and  will  go  into 
camp  on  the  south  of  this  road.  A  staft'  officer  will  be  i)repared  l^o 
show  him  the  ])osition  more  definitely. 

General  Morgan  will  move  at  7.30  a.  m.  upon  the  main  Savannah 
road  to  tlie  cross-road  about  three  miles  from  Savannah;  he  will  then* 
take  the  right-hand  road,  cross  the  canal,  and  go  info  camp  lietwcum 
General  Carlin  and  the  canal. 

General  Baird  will  march  east  upon  the  main  Savannah  road  as  soon 
as  General  Morgan’s  trains  have  cleared  the  road,  and  will  go  into  cainji 
in  line  with  Generals  Carlin  and  Morgan  between  the  Savannah  and 
Louisville  road  and  the  canal. 

The  corps  will  be  arranged  in  as  perfect  order,  in  accordance  with 
])res(*ribed  regulations,  as  the  ground  will  admit  of,  and  will  be  faced 
west  and  southwest.  The  picket-lines  will  be  formed  in  the  old  rebel 
works  under  the  sui)ervisiou  of  the  corps  inspector.  Lieutenant  Litch¬ 
field. 

The  trains  and  artilleiy  Avill  be  parked  in  the  rear  of  their  res])ective 
divisions  as  ('omi)a('tly  as  ])ossil)le,  and  Generals  Carlin  and  Morgan 
will  thoroughly  repair  the  runds  upon  which  their  respective  divisions 
move. 

By  order  ol*  Bvt.  iNlaj.  Gen.  3.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  i\IrCLUBG, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


TTdqrs.  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

December  2U  1864. 

Colonel  TITLES,  Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

(h)LONEL:  Advance  your  skiimish  line  in  the  direction  of  the  city  of 
Savannah,  going  as  far  as  it  can,  supported  by  a  regiment  of  your  bri¬ 
gade.  Diiect  tlie  commanding  olfnan-  to  seiid  you  reports  of  our  own 
or  the  enemy’s  froo])s  wlnm  m‘cessaiy. 

By  order  of  General  ('arlin: 

G.  W.  SMTTTT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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flEAUQUARTERS  P'OI  RTEENTH  ARMY  OoRPS, 

Before  havannaU^  Oa.,  December  1864— 5.S0  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Moroan, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  Fourteenth  Army'  Corpn : 

General  Slocnin  reports  tlie  enein3^  gone  from  the  front  of  the  Twen- 
tietli  Corps,  or  at  least  from  the  exterior  works,  leaving  eight  gnus, 
and  probabl^^  the  (*ity  evacuated.  The  general  commanding  directs 
that  yon  move  ^mnr  picket-line  forward  at  once  and  hold  jmur  entire 
command  in  readiness. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  b(\  general,  ver^-  respectfully^,  your  obedient 
servaint, 

A.  C.  MoCLITRG, 

Amstant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Before  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  21  ^  1864 — 5  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  ^7.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  1  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  ymii 
that  General  Geary  is  in  possession  of  the  enemy’s  advance  forts  on 
the  left,  and  that  the  enemy  has  evacuated.  He  directs  that , you  move 
forward  your  pickets  to  the  town  and  hold  ,your  command  in  readiness 
to  move. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

CaiJtain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward,  commanding  Thjrd  Division.) 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Before  Savannah^  Ga.,  Deecmber  2f  1864 — 5.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  forward 
yanir  brigade  now  in  the  line  of  works  and  occupy^  the  enemy^’s  works. 
Very'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Before  Savannah.,  Ga.y  December  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  IST.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

Generai.  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  Colonel  Carman’s 
brigade  be  moved  to  this  side  of  the  river,  leaving  one  regiment  on  the 
island  for  the  present.  He  wishes  the  brigade  encamped  on  this  side 
so  that  tliey  will  protect  the  two  rice  mills. 

Very'  respectfully',  your  obedient  servant, 

JtOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  (Oid  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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IlEADQUARTEUS  TWENTIETPI  CourS, 

)S((V((nt(aJi,  G((.^  Deccmher  .'Jl,  1864. 

B ri  g  a  dier  -  Gen eral  Geary, 

('ommandbuj  Second  I )i vision  : 

General:  By  direction  of  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding 
Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  you  are  hereby  placed  in  temporary  com¬ 
mand  of  the  city  of  Savannah.  You  will  at  once  establish  such  regula¬ 
tions  as  are  nei'essary  to  preserve  order  throughout  the  city. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assisfont  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Dtytston,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

kSavannah,  Ga.,  December  21^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Ad jiitant- General,  Tiventieth  Corps: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  detachment  of  my  troops 
occupy  Fort  Jackson.  It  was  found  evacuated  and  is  occupied  by  two 
regiments  from  my  First  Brigade.  The  captures  there  are  fifteen  heavy 
guns,  and  considerable  ammunition  and  other  material,  the  amounts 
of  which  have  not  yet  been  reported  to  me. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GFABY, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  (fEARA", 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  troops 
of  your  command  now  at  the  rice  mills  on  the  river  will  be  relieved 
to-morrow  morning  by  other  troops.  The  mill  is  still  running. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  P.  DFCnFPT, 

Captain  "and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Jackson,  Ga.,  December  21,  1864. 

Capt.  William  T.  Forbes, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  20th  Armg  Corps: 
Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders 
received  from  Col.  Ario  Pardee,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  the  Twenty-eighth  Begiment  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  and  Twenty-ninth  Begiment 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  all  numbering  enlisted  men  and  Ih 
commissioned  ollicers,  took  poss(*ssion  of  f^)rt  Jackson  at  7  a.  m., 
this  2Lst  of  l)ecend)er,  1804.  The  fort  was  found  to  have  been  tired  by 
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the  eiieuiy,  burning'  the  quarters  of  the  ofhcers  and  men,  and  blowing 
up  one  of  the  magazines.  A  large  amount  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  were  found,  an  iuveutory  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.  There 
is  now  in  the  fort  a  magazine,  the  contents  of  which  it  is  deemed 
advisable  not  to  handle,  as  the  doors  are  fastened  in  such  a  manner  as 
indicate  that  an  explosion  would  oc(*ur  upon  entering  them.  The  hre 
in  the  fort  was  extinguished  immediately  upon  my  arrival. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  FLYNN, 

Colonel^  (\>mma)iding  Detachment. 


[  Inch  .siiri'.] 


Jnvcniorij  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  .^ioree  takoi  possession  of  hi/  Col.  John  Fhinn. 
commander  detachment  of  First  Brigade.  Second  Division,  Tiveniieth  Army  Corps,  at 
Fort  Jackson  and  vicinity,  December  21,  1864. 


fit-pounders . 

.S2-poiinders . . 

lO-iiich  coluiubiads . 

8-inch  columbiads . 

Rifled  32-poanders . 

2t-pouud  howitzers . - . 

10-inch  mortars . 

8-iuch  mortar . 

3-inch  rifled  field  pieces . . .  . 

10-iuch  solid  shot . 

8-inch  solid  shot . . 

7- iiich  solid  shot . 

6-inch  solid  shot . . 

10-inch  shell . 

8- inch  shell . . . , . 

6- inch  shell . 

8-inch  grape . 

7- inch  grape  . . 

fi-inch  grape . 

8- inch  caniste.r . 

7- inch  canister . .  . 

fi-inch  canister . 

(H-iuch  canister . 

fii-inch  shell,  fixed . 

8- inch  shell,  fixed . 

fitVinch  conical  shell,  fixed . 

Rifled  musket  i)owder . . pounds.. 


t 

4t 

2 

20 

o 

12 

3 

1 

3 

too 
587 
149 
2,  272 
’til 
320 
120 
15 
27 
13 
.  32 

41 
60 
32 
224 
130 
48 
50 


The  principal  implements  of  the  guns  were  destroyed,  the  wheels  of 
the  gun  carriages  were  broken,  rendering  them  temporarily  iinserv- 
ic.eable.  The  powder,  except  50  pounds,  was  all  destroyed  by  being 
thrown  into  tlie  water.  The  guns  were  found  to  be  in  good  order,  four¬ 
teen  of  the  ninety-one  only  being  spiked  and  shotted.  For  the  want 
of  lanterns  and  time  1  have  been  unable  to  examine  all  the  magazines, 
therefore  there  must  be  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  not  included  in 
this  ill  veil  tor  V. 

JOHN  FLYNN, 

Colonel^  (Commanding  Detachment. 


Spec'iae  'i  Hddks.  Third  Brigade.  Seoond  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [  JNventietii  Army  Corps, 

No.  b.  )  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  AD  ISOi. 

1.  That  ])ortion  of  the  city  of  Savannah  bounded  as  follows,  viZj 
east  by  Bull  street,  south  by  Jones  street,  west  by  the  canal,  and  north  by 
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tbe  iSiivaiiuali  Kiver,  liaviiig  been  assigned  to  the  command  for  (luavters 
and  government,  it  is  hereby  subdivided  as  follows:  Sub-District  Xo. 

1.  bounded  east  by  Bull  street,  south  by  South  Broad  street,  west  hy 
West  Broad  street,  north  by  the  Savannah  Kiver,  is  assigned  to  the 
One  hundred  and  second  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Ool.  11.  S.  Chat- 
field  commanding;  Sub-District  Xo.  2,  bounded  east  by  Bull  street, 
south  by  Jones  street,  west  by  West  Broad  street,  north  by  South 
Broad  street,  is  assigned  to  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Bennsylva- 
nia  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Ool.  Thomas  jM.  Walker  commanding; 
Sub-l^istrict  Xo.  3,  bounded  east  by  West  Broad  street,  south  by  Jones 
street,  west  by  the  canal  and  city  limits,  north  by  ^largaret  street,  is 
assigned  to  the  Sixtieth  Xew  York  Volunteers,  Maj.  Thomas  Elliott 
commanding;  Sub-District  Xo.  4,  bounded  east  by  West  Broad  street, 
south  by  Margaret  street,  west  by  the  canal,  north  by  Bryan  street,  is 
assigned  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Xew  York  Volunteers, 
MaJ.  X.  Grumbach  commaudiug;  Sub-District  Xo.  5,  bounded  east  by 
AVest  Broad  street,  south  by  Bryan  street,  west  by  the  canal,  and  north 
by  the  Savannah  Kiver,  is  assigned  to  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  M.  Zulich  commanding.  Commanders  of 
these  sub-districts  will  at  once  place  their  commands  within  their  pre¬ 
scribed  limits  and  establish  thorough  patrols  through  all  the  principal 
streets  and  protect  all  peaceable  persons  and  public  and  private  prop¬ 
erty,  quell  all  disturbances,  arresting  all  disorderly  persons  and  turn¬ 
ing  them  over  to  the  brigade  provost  guard.  Lnoccupied  buildings 
may  be  taken  as  (piarters  for  officers  and  men.  Kegimental  command¬ 
ers  will  quarter  their  different  comi)anies  throughout  their  district  and 
at  the  best  and  most  convenient  points  for  guarding  and  protecting 
the  same  buildings,  as  their  company  and  regimental  commanders  will 
locate  their  headquarters  as  near  the  center  of  their  district  as  prac¬ 
ticable.  Lieut.  Col.  K.  S.  Van  Voorhis,  commanding  One  luindred  and 
thirty-seventh  Xew  York  A^olunteers,  will  receive  separate  instructions, 
for  his  existing  orders  in  regard  to  passes  will  be  rigidly  enforced. 
Every  ofticer  of  the  command  is  enjoined  to  pnt  forth  the  most  strenu¬ 
ous  efforts  to  establish  and  maintain  x)erfect  order  and  subordination. 
All  breaches  of  discipline  on  the  part  of  either  officers  or  men  will  be 
punished  to  the  severest  extent.  All  men  found  within  or  prowling  ' 
about  the  houses  of  citizens  will  be  arrested  and  turned  over  to  the 
provost  guard. 

By  command  of  Col.  II.  A.  Barnum: 

O.  T.  MAY, 

Captain  and  Actbaj  xlssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  TXventieth  Corps, 

/Sai'annah,  Ga.^  December  lS6d. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Com  m  a  nding  Tk  I  rd  D I  r  is  ion  : 

General:  The  general  commaudiug  directs  that  the  Twenty-second 
AVisconsin  A'olunteers  relieve  the  guard  of  100  men  of  General  Geary’s 
command  at  the  rice  mills  on  the  river  to-morrow  morning. 

A" cry  resi)ectfullv,  your  obedient  S(‘rvant, 

KOBT.  K.  DECITEKT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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1Ieadquaktek«  Department  oe  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  C.,  December  21^  1864. 

Maj.  C.  \V.  Thomas, 

Chief  Qiiuriermasier  Dept,  of  the  8oHth,  Hilton  Head^  8.  C.: 

Major:  The  propellers  JMonterey  and  Ashland  were  sent  from  here 
on  the  14th  instant  laden  with  siibsistenee  stores,  with  instructions  to 
i)roceed  to  the  Ogeechee  Kiver  with  said  stor(‘s  for  Major-General  Sher¬ 
man’s  army.  Instead  of  obeying  their  instructions  they  di  ()pi)ed  anchor 
at  the  month  of  the  river,  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  service  and  the 
annoyance  of  General  Shermaifs  army,  who  were  snftering  for  some'of 
the  provisions  on  board  these  vessels.  These  ^'essels  remained  at 
anchor  until  ordered  up  the  river  by  3Iajor-General  Foster.  For  this 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  pait  of  the  captains  of  the  above-named  i)ro- 
])ellers,  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  deduct  $1,000 
from  the  Charter  i>arty  of  each  of  these  pro])ellers  unless  the  captains 
can  show  good  cause  for  sucli  neglect  of  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  BUKGEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Vernon  Kiyer,  December  21,  1864. 

Major-General  Foster  : 

Sir:  Savannah  is  ours.  General  Hardee  has  gone  with  his  forces  to 
I lardeeville.  1  heard  General  Sherman  exi)ress  some  anxiety  about  your 
l)osition  on  the  Tullitinny,  heiu'e  this  note.  Tatnall  intends  passing 
out  of  the  Savannah  Eiver  to-night  with  the  iron-clad  Savannah;  at 
least  this  is  reported  by  Generals  Sherman  and  Howard.  We  will  try 
and  head  him  olf.  Please  to  notify  Captain  Reynolds  and  the  senior 
naval  officer  off  Charleston,  in  case  thelattei'  port  should  be  the  Savan¬ 
nah’s  destination.  We  have  Beaulieu,  Rosedew,  &c. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BRADFORD, 

Fleet  Captain,  South  Atlantic  Bloehadinp  Squadron. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  December  22,  1864. 

(  Via  Fort  Monroe  t;.45  p.  m.  25th.) 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln: 

1  beg  to  present  you,  as  a  Christmas  gift,  the  city  of  Savannah,  with 
150  heavy  guns  and  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  also  about  25,000  bales 
of  cotton. 

W  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  22,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus,  Comdg.  Fifteenth  Armij  Corps: 

General:  Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  notity  you 
that  General  Sherman  desires  to  review  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  as 
soon  as  it  may  be  ready  therefor,  and  names  Saturday,  day  after  to¬ 
morrow,  as  the  day  on  which  he  will  review  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 

A6‘6- isiant  - 1  dj u ta n t- G eneral. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

iSavaunah,  Ga.,  December  22^  1864. 

In  ('oinpliniice  with  the  within  order  each  division  commander  will  at 
once  cause  his  command  to  be  put  in  readiness,  and  will  see  that  it  is 
in  a  complete  and  thoroiLi>h  state  for  the  expected  review. 

By  ordei’  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus; 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  -04.  ^  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  22^  1864. 

I.  The  Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Corse  commanding,  will 
move  from  its  present  camp  and  occupy  the  ground  between  Fort 
Brown  on  Shell  road  and  Fort  No.  25.  Brigadier-General  Smith,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Division,  ma3N  if  he  linds  suitable  ground,  remove  the 
cam})  of  his  command  to  a  ])oint  between  the  Shell  road  and  the  Gulf 
railroad.  The  following  will  be  the  assignment  of  pickets,  to  take 
effect  immediately :  The  Fourth  Division  will  picket  from  the  river  to 
the  Shell  road;  the  Third  Division  from  the  Shell  road  (where  they 
will  connect  with  the  Fourth  Division  pickets)  to  the  Gulf  railroad ; 
the  First  Division  will  picket  its  own  front,  connecting  on  the  left  with 
l)ickets  of  the  Third  Division  and  stretching  across  the  plank  road  to 
connect  with  the  pickets  on  their  right.  Division  commanders  will  im¬ 
mediately  send  to  these  headquarters  a  corrected  report  of  guns  ('ap- 
tnred  near  Little  Ogeechee  and  around  Savannah,  giving  caliber, 
General  Corse  will  include  in  his  report  all  guns  between  the  river  and 
the  Shell  road;  General  Smith,  those  between  the  Shell  road  and  Gulf 
railroad;  General  Woods,  those  from  Gulf  railroad  to  plank  road. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
AfisiHan t  Adjiita nt- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  December  22,  1864. 

]\Iaj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Sherman,  by  a  new  division,  requires  this  army  to  picket 
along  the  canal  from  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  to  and  including  the  Darien 
road.  He  directs  me  to  say  that  you  are  intrusted  therewith,  and  will 
provide  and  kee])  on  the  canal  a  force  suhicient  for  that  pnri)ose.  He 
further  tells  me  to  notify  you  that  General  Sherman  desires  to  review 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  as  soon  as  ic  may  be  ready  therefor,  and 
proposes  to  review  the  Fifteenth  Cori)s  on  Saturday  (day  after  to-mor¬ 
row),  the  24th  instant. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect,  vonrs,  N:c., 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAilT, 
Assistar t  Adjutant- General. 
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LLeadquarters  Military  Division  oe  the  Mississirn, 

I)i  the  Fields  near  tSavamiah^  Ga.^  IJecember  22^  1801 — 5  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Kiltatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  DiviHion^  Army  of  Georgia  : 

General:  The  geiieral-in-cliief  has  just  returned  to  his  hea(hiuar- 
ters,  having  been  somewhat  delayed  on  liis  way  back  from  Port  Royal 
by  high  winds.  Yon  are  no  doubt  abeady  aware  that  the  enemy  has 
evacuated  Savannah,  and  our  troops  are  in  full  possession  of  the  city. 
For  the  present,  however,  supplies  will  continue  to  be  received  via 
Ogeechee  River  and  the  King’s  Bridge  road.  The  general  directs  me  to 
say  that  he  wishes  you,  until  further  orders,  to  continue  to  guard  the 
dei)ot  of  siipidies  at  King’s  Bridge  with  your  cavalry,  on  the  west  of 
the  river,  in  connection  with  the  brigade  of  infantry  still  remaining  be¬ 
tween  Big  and  Little  Ogeechee.  lie  is  anxious  to  hear  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  from  General  Mower’s  force,  sent  down  the  Gulf  railroad;  also 
from  your  cavalry  sent  toward  the  Altamaha;  and  desires  that  you 
Avill  at  once  send  liim  all  information  you  have  or  may  obtain  respect¬ 
ing  them.  He  will  himself  go  into  Savannah  this  morning,  and  remove 
his  headquarters  thither,  and  will  send  you  further  orders  after  going 
there. 

1  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEKKY  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corrs, 

Military  Division  oe  the  Mississippi, 

Kiiufs  Bridge.,  Ga..,  Deeember  22^  1861. 

I.  The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Murray  commanding,  will  move,  at  an 
early  hour  to-morrow  morning,  to  the  vicinity  of  a  church  on  King’s 
Bridge  road,  five  miles  from  the  bridge,  and  will  there  go  into  camp. 
Colonel  Murray  will  examine  the  (‘ountry,  and  establish  a  picket-line 
running  from  the  Ogeechee  River  along  the  line  of  the  canal,  to  some 
convenient  and  safe  point,  and  thence  across  to  the  Savannah. 

II.  Colonel  Atkins,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  remain  in  his 
l)resent  camp,  picketing  the  Caunouchee  and  the  country  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Altamaha. 

III.  The  headquarters  of  the  division  will  be  at  or  near  the  head- 
([uarters  of  the  First  Brigade.  Colonel  Murray  will  encamp  one  regi¬ 
ment  near  by,  and  protect  tlie  division  train. 

IV.  After  tlie  camps  are  once  established  brigade  commanders  may 
detail  one  battalion  each  day  of  their  respective  commands,  Avith  their 
ollicers,  to  i)roceed  (mounted)  to  the  city  of  Savannah  to  see  the  city 
and  enjoy  themselve's  generally.  It  is  to  be  h(q)ed  that  tliese  officers 
and  men  while  in  the  city  will  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  reflect  no 
discredit  upon  the  command. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Kil[)atrick  : 

L.  ( I .  FS^l  FS, 

Captain  (md  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Steamer  Golden  Gate, 
tS<(van)i(ih  Ereer\  December  22^  1864 — 7  p.  )n. 

(Received  7  p.  in.  liotli.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  liavejust  returned  from  General 
Sherman’s  headquarters  in  Savannah.  1  send  Major  Gray,  of  my  staff, 
as  bearer  of  dispatches  from  General  Sherman  to  you,  and  also  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  President.  The  city  of  Savannah  was  occni^ied  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st.  General  Hardee,  anticipating  the  contemi:)lated 
assault,  escaped  with  the  main  body  of  his  infantrj^  and  light  artillery 
on  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  20th  by  crossing  the  river  to  the 
L^nion  Causeway  opposite  the  city.  The  rebel  iron  clads  were  blown 
up  and  the  navy-yard  burned.  All  the  rest  of  the  city  is  intact  and 
contains  20,000  citizens,  quiet  and  well  disposed.  The  captures  include 
800  prisoners,  150  guns,  13  locomotives  in  good  order,  190  cars,  a  large 
supply  of  ammunition  and  material  of  war,  3  steamers,  and  32,000 
bales  of  cotton  safely  stored  in  warehouses. '  All  these  valuable  fruits 
of  an  almost  bloodless  victory  have  been,  like  Atlanta,  fairly  won.  I 
opened  communication  with  the  city  with  my  steamers  to-day,  taking 
up  what  torpedoes  we  could  see,  and  passing  safely  over  others. 
Arrangements  are  made  to  clear  the  channel  of  all  obstructions. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  verv  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General^  Comma ndin<j  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Savannah ^  Ga..  December  22,  1864. 
Major- General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

General:  We  are  nowin  full  possession  of  Savannah  and  all  its  de- 
])endencies.  Hardee  is  supposed  to  be  about  Hardeeville,  and  General 
Sherman  directs  me  to  say  that  he  suggest  you  take  a  strong  defensive 
position  about  the  head  of  Broad  River,  and  if  you  need  auy  help  he 
will  furnish  you  all  assistance  speedily.  Hardee  has  from  15,0()()  to 
20,()()()  men.  As  we  are  in  possession,  the  proposed  co-operation  will  not 
be  required  or  necessary,  but  if  you  need  help  it  will  be  at  once  sent 
you  on  notice.  Please  forward  to  the  lieutenant-general  the  accom¬ 
panying  dispatch,*  by  request  of  General  Sherman. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  31.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


I1d(,>rs.  First  Bimg.,  Coast  Diy.,  Dept,  of  the  Soi’th, 

Talbird'S,  December  22,  1864. 


General  3.  P.  Hat(HI: 

General:  The  ollicer  in  command  of  the  guard  at  tiie  marsh  bat¬ 
tery  reports  that  the  enemy’s  troops  were  marching  on  the  railroad 
toward  Charleston  at  3  p.  m.  this  day.  He  thought  that  three  regi¬ 
ments  ])assed;  he  saw  that  number  of  colors.  He  also  reports  that  a 
train  passed  at  4  a.  m.  this  morning;  saw  the  light  of  the  locomotive. 

Xovy  res])ectfullv, 

KDWARD  E.  POTTER, 

Hrigadier-  Genera  1. 


See  iJ.  6. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Coast  Division, 

No.  13.  (  JJeveauxh  Xeckj  S.  C.,  December  22^  1861, 

#  *  #  *  #  * 

II.  The  Seventy-fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers  is  hereby  ordered 
to  inoceed  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  and  report  to  department  head- 
(piarters  for  orders.  Transportation  will  be  furnished  by  some  boat 
returning  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

#  #  '  *  *  *  '  #  * 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

Mrst  Lieut. ^  55th  31ass.  Vols.,  and  AcU).  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  District  of  Beaufort, 

Beaufort.)  8.  6’.,  December  22j  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  XJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Army  of  Occupation^  8avannahj  Ga. : 

General  :  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  large  number  of  contra¬ 
bands  might  be  sent  to  Saint  Simon’s  Island,  Ga.,  and  Edisto,  S.  C. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  vacant  houses  on  each  of  these  islands 
and  a  regiment  of  colored  troops  could  hold  them  securely.  These 
islands  have  both  been  occu])ied  by  our  troops,  but  were  vacated  in 
1863  by  order  of  General  Hunter,  then  commanding  this  department. 
I  presume  there  are  no  rebels  on  either  of  them,  and  it  would  require 
but  a  small  force  to  hold  them  securely.  If  one  of  the  colored  regi¬ 
ments  now  at  our  front  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  could  be  sent  to 
occui)y  these  islands,  they  perhaps  might  aid  your  operations  as  much 
as  they  are  now  doing.  I  very  much  regret,  general,  that  my  power 
to  relieve  you  of  the  burden  of  these  people  is  not  equal  to  my  inclina¬ 
tion,  but  I  have  no  means  at  all  under  my  control.  Even  a  small 
steamer  sent  to  me  by  the  War  Department  for  special  service,  the 
control  of  which  is  absolutely  essential  to  this  service,  has  been  taken 
from  me  by  General  Foster.  I  greatly  fear  that  if  these  contrabands  are 
sent  to  this  post  there  will  be  much  suffering  among  them,  as  I  have 
neither  men  nor  means  at  my  command  to  provide  them  with  shelter. 
With  this  statement  of  my  situation  and  of  facts  as  they  exist  at  pres¬ 
ent,  which  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  make,  I  beg  to  assure  you,  general, 
that  I  am  prepared  to  do  all  that  you  may  desire  me  to  do  in  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  am  ready  to  report  to  you  at  Savannah  for  the  purpose,  or  any¬ 
where  else  you  may  desire.  Every  cabin  and  house  on  these  islands  is 
filled  to  overflowing — I  have  some  15,000.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
I  might  render  you  more  service  by  coming  to  Savannah.  I  shall  be 
governed  entirely  by  your  wishes  or  orders  in  the  case. 

-I  am,  very  respectfully, 

R.  SAXTON, 

.  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  IMississippi, 

fn  the  Field)  8avannah)  Ga.,  December  23)  1864. 
General  J.  D.  Webster, 

Nashville)  Tenn. : 

Dear  General:  Major  Dickson  arrived  last  night,  bringing  your 
letter*  of  the  lOth  of  December,  for  which  1  am  V(a\v  much  obliged,  as  it 


Not  found. 
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me  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of  the  sitnation  of  affairs  at  Nash¬ 
ville  np  to  that  date.  1  have  also  from  the  War  Department  a  copy 
of  General  Thomas’  dispatch,  giving  account  of  the  attack  on  Hood 
on  the  15th,  which  was  successful,  but  not  comiilete.  I  await  further 
accounts  with  anxiety,  as  Thomas’  complete  success  is  necessary  to 
vindicate  my  plans  for  this  campaign;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  my 
calculations  that  Thomas  had  in  hand  (including  A.  J.  Smith’s  troops)  a 
force  large  enough  to  whi])  Hood  in  a  fair  tight  was  correct.  I  approve 
of  Thomas’  allowing  Hood  to  come  north  far  enough  to  enable  him  to 
concentrate  his  own  men,  though  1  would  have  preferred  that  Hood 
should  have  been  checked  about  Columbia.  Still,  if  Thomas  followed 

ui)  his  success  of  the  15th  and  gave  Hood  a  good  whaling,  and  is  at 
this  moment  folio Aving  him  (dosely,  the  whole  campaign  in  my  division, 
will  be  even  more  perfect  than  the  Atlanta  campaign;  for  at  this  end 
of  the  line  I  have  realized  all.  1  had  reason  to  hope  for,  except  in  the 
release  of  our  prisoners,  which  Avas  simply  an  impossibility.  1  know 
you  all  must  aAAmit  with  deep  anxi(ity  the  full  details  of  the  moA^ements 
of  my  immediate  command,  and  in  time  T  Avill  giA^e  them  with  full  offi¬ 
cial  minutia;  and,  in  order  that  you  may  ansAAUu’  all  inquiries,  1  aauU 
noAV  endeavor  to  giA^e  you  a  brief  outline. 

Gn  the  10th  of  November  I  was  at  Kingston,  and,  having  sent  to 
Thomas  af  Nashville  the  Fourth  and  Twenty-third  Corps,  learned  that 
A.  J.  Smith  had  reached  Paducah  Avith  his  tAvo  divisions;  and,  liaAdng 
also  learned  from  General  Thomas  that  he  felt  perfectly  able  to  contend 
AAuth  Hood,  then  lying  about  Florence  and  Xuscumbia,  1  gave  the  tinal 
signal  to  begin  the  Avork.  Corse,  at  Pome,  burned  the  bridges  and  all 
property  that  could  be  used  by  an  enemy  to  our  disadvantage  and 
marched  to  Kingston. 

Gn  the  lUth  Ave  moved  to  Allatoona,  leaving  the  railroad  north  of 
the  EtoAvah  untouched,  on  the  theory  that  in  a  very  short  AA^hile 
it  would  be  to  our  interest  to  rcmccupy  the  country  as  far  as  the 
hhoAvah.  Gn  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  we  broke  up  the  railroad 
from  the  EtoAA  ah  to  Atlanta,  and  by  the  night  of  the  15th,  the  Avhole 
army  Avas  in  or  around  Atlanta,  ready  for  the  forward  moA^ement. 
31  arietta,  Cassville,  and  Atlanta  are  destroyed  in  all  respects,  save 
mere  dAvelling  houses,  and  cannot  be  used  to  our  prejudice  for  three 
years.  Gn  the  Kith  all  our  columns  were  in  motion.  IIoaa  ard,  Avith  the 
Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps,  moA^ed  southeast,  by  Jonesborough 
and  McDonough,  in  the  direction  of  Forsyth,  crossing  the  Ocmulgee  at 
Planters’ Mills,  or  the  Seven  Islands;  thence  by  Clinton  to  Gordon, 
the  first  objective  point.  He  met  AAdth  no  opposition  Avdiatever,  and 
reached  it  on  the  seA  enth  daj^,  the  one  appointed.  In  the  meantime 
Kil])atrick,  leaving  Atlanta  when  Howard  did,  swept  round  by  Gritlin 
and  Forsyth,  and  made  a  feint  on  Macon,  at  that  point  driving  the 
rebels  inside  their  Avorks  and  reca])turing  tAAm  ritled  guns,  with  equi])- 
ments  comxdete,  taken  by  them  from  Stoneman  last  summer.  He  then 
(*ame  ux)  AAdtli  Howard  at  Gordon.,  coA^ering  his  rear.  Howard  broke 

uj)  the  railroad  a  short  distance  Av^est  of  Gordon  (ten  or  fifteen  miles); 
and  AAdiile  doing  this  xiosted  Walcutt’s  brigade  at  GrisAA  oldville,  on  the 
railroad,  AAuth  a  regiment  of  cavalry  on  eitlier  dank.  The  enemy  sent 
out  three  brigades  from  31acon  and  attacked  this  forc'e  on  the  22d  of 
November,  but  Avere  re])ulsed  and  severely  x>unished.  We  buried  300 
of  their  dead  on  the  field,  and  the  total  rebel  loss  is  stated  at  oA^er 
1,000,  AAdiile  our  loss  Avas  less  than  100  killed,  Avounded,  and  missing. 
The  Left  Wing,  niuhn*  Slocum,  moved  out  from  Athinta  to  Decatur 
and  along  the  Georgia  railroad,  destroying  it  as  far  as  Madison,  also 
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destroying  tlie  ini] )()r taut  railroad  bridge  over  Oconee  liiver,  east  of  tliat, 
and  turned  down  to  Milledgeville,  the  Twentieth  Corps  via  Eaton- 
ton,  the  Fourteenth  Corps  via  Shady  Dale  and  Eatonton  Factory,  the 
tAVO  columns  reaching  Milledgeville  by  the  23d  [22dj,  also  the  ap])ointed 
time,  without  resistance  or  impediment.  The  i)enitentiary  at  Milledge¬ 
ville  was  burned  by  convicts  before  our  arrival.  1  burned  the  railroad 
bnildings  and  the  arsenal;  the  State  House  and  (tovernor’s  mansion  1 
left  nnharmed.  On  the  24th  the  Left  Wing  crossed  the  Oconee  and 
burned  the  bridge  at  Milledgeville,  moving  thence  to  Sandersville,  six  or 
eight  miles  west  of  which  the  Twentieth  Corps  was  delayed  three  or  four 
hours  to  rebuild  the  bridges  across  Buffalo  Creek,  destroyed  to  imx)ede 
us.  Just  outside  of  Sandersville,  on  the  26th,  Wheeler,  with  2,000  cav¬ 
alry,  attempted  resistance;  but  a  single  line  of  infantry  skirmishers 
drove  him  at  double-quick  into  and  through  Sandersville.  From  this 
point  the  Fourteenth  Corps  went  direct  to  Louisville,  crossing  tlie 
Ogeechee  there,  above  their  intended  point  of  defense,  without  opposi¬ 
tion  ;  while  the  Twentieth  Corps  folloAved  and  destroyed  the  Central 
railroad  from  Tennille  (or  Station  13)  to  and  across  the  Ogeechee  at 
Station  10.  Kilpatrick,  with  his  division  of  cavalry,  came  uj)  to 
Milledgeville  from  Cordon  on  the  24th,  and  at  once  started  out  on  and 
around  our  left  flank  in  the  direction  of  Sparta,  Gibson,  and  Sylvan 
Grove,  Avith  instructions  to  cut  the  railroad  leading  to  Augusta  at  or 
near  Waynesborough,  and  thence,  if  our  j)risoners  Avere  still  at  Milieu, 
to  make  a  dash  to  release  them,  and,  returning,  to  join  Davis  at  Louis- 
Aille.  He  did  cut  the  railroad  at  Waynesborough,  partially  burning 
the  railroad  bridge  over  Brier  Creek  (four  miles  north  of  that),  but 
learned  that  our  prisoners  had  already  been  removed  from  Millen,  and 
returned  to  Louisville,  joining  the  Fourteenth  Corps  there  as  ordered. 
During  this  march  Wheeler  hung  around  and  attacked  him  in  ffank 
and  rear,  and  gave  him  some  trouble  but  no  real  injury.  From  Gordon 
lIoAvard  followed  the  Central  railroad,  crossing  the  river  at  Oconee 
bridge,  thence  to  Irwin’s  Cross-Roads,  destroying  the  railroad  to  Ten¬ 
nille  (Ko.  13),  including  nearly  three  miles  of  trestle-wairk  on  both 
sides  of  and  OA^er  the  Oconee,  some  of  it  eighteen  to  twenty  feet  high. 
The  attempt  to  resist  at  this  crossing  collapsed  Avlien  tlie  Left  Wing 
reached  Handersville  and  amounted  to  nothing;  hence  llownnl 
marched  in  tAvo  columns  parallel  to  and  south  of  tht-  railroad,  Blair’s 
(Seventeimth)  corps  turning  north  and  crossing  the  Oimiee,  without 
opposition,  at  Barton  (or  Station  9.}).  Hardee  had  announced  at  Ten- 
ndle  the  day  before  I  was  there  his  xAur])ose  to  dispute  our  passage  at 
No.  10;  but  the  movement  on  Louisville  turned  the  line  of  the  Ogeeidiee, 
and  he  at  once  fell  back  dow  n  the  l  ailroad  and  riA^er.  The  next  day, 
December  3,  the  Seventeenth  (’orps  entered  Milhai  Avithout  opposi¬ 
tion.  At  this  point,  Avliich  Avas  jio  toA\m,  but  an  important  railroad 
center,  the  very  handsome  depot,  railroad  hotel,  and  three  or  four 
large  storehouses  were  biirmsl.  Urom  Louisville  th(‘.  Fourteenth 
Corps  moved  on  an  outer  line  eastAvard  across  the  railroad  betAA^een 
Millen  and  Augusta  by  Sharpe’s,  about  AvKere  Brim-  (h-(‘(‘k  turns  east¬ 
Avard  to  the  Savannah  River,  and  Buck  Mead  Post  Ollici'Ao  the  Sa- 
A’^annah  River,  at  Halley’s  Ferry;  thence  doAvn  along  or  near  the  right 
bank  of  th(3  Savannah  to  the  Charleston  railroad  opposite'  Monteith. 
The  TAA^entieth  Corj)s  at  the  same  time  IoIIoaa  ed  a  lu'arly  paralh'l  route 
next  Avest  of  this,  through  Birdville  and  Sylvania,  doAAUi  to  Siuingfield 
and  Monteith.;  the  SeAumteenth  Cori)s  Avorked  doAvn  along  th(3  ('en- 
tral  railroad  all  the  way  from  Station  9.1  to  the  outskirts  of  this  city, 
Avhile  the  Fifteenth  Corps  remained  on  and  marched  doAvn  the  AAa'st 
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bank  of  the  0.iieeeliee  until  opposite  Eden  (or  station  N^o.  2).  The  com¬ 
plete  destruction  of  the  Central  railroad  was  continued  by  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Corj)s,  with  which  I  was,  after  leaving  Sandersville,  as  far  as 
Station  4i,  but  from  that  point  to  Savannah,  so  confident  was  I  of 
taking  the  city,  I  allowed  it  to  remain  undisturbed,  Avith  the  view 
of  using  it  to  that  distance  ourselves.  Kilpatrick  left  Louisville  with 
instructions  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  columns  moving  doAvn  the  xmnin- 
sula,  and  also,  if  he  got  an  opportunity,  to  attac'k  and  punish  Wheeler, 
who  had  falsely  claimed  to  have  whiiAped  and  driven  him  back  on  his 
former  expedition  to  Waynesborough.  On  the  4th  of  December  Kil¬ 
patrick  attacked  Wheeler’s  Avhole  force,  amounting,  as  we  know,  to  over 
(),000  men,  with  five  guns,  at  Thomas’  Station,  on  the  railroad,  four  miles 
south  of  Waynesborough,  and  whix)j)ed  him  comifietely  and  well,  broke 
his  center,  and  drove  him  back  in  confusion  through  and  beyond 
Waynesborough  and  across  Brier  Creek,  four  miles  north  of  it,  again 
and  com])letely  burned  the  railroad  bridge  across  Brier  (h'eek,  and 
then  returned  leisurely  to  Alexander,  and  down  the  peninsula,  cover¬ 
ing  our  rear.  It  Avas  evident  that  the  only  point  on  the  peninsula 
between  Ogeechee  and  Savannah  Bi\"ers  where  the  rebels  could 
attempt  to  make  a  stand  Avas  at  its  narrowest  point — from  Ogeechee 
Cliurch  ((u-  Station  4J)  on  the  railroad  to  Sivster’s  I^erry  on  the  Savan¬ 
nah  ItiA'er,  some  twelve  miles  across.  Here  the  railroad  crosses  the 
Ifittle  Ogeechee  Creek,  on  Avhose  east  bank  were  throAvn  up  some  earth- 
Avorks  commanding  the  bridge  OA^er  the  creek,  and  they  had  also  at 
considerable  labor  built  more  substantial  AAmrks  across  the  railroad. 
But,  on  the  morning  of  December  5,  when  the  skirnushers  of  the  SeA^en- 
teentli  Corps  advaiu'ed  to  cross  the  creek,  they  found  tlie  works 
deserted  save  by  a  feAv  pickets,  who  tied  at  one  Amlley.  The  movement 
of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  doAA  ii  the  Avest  side  of  the  Ogeechee,  already 
beloAv  this  i)oint,  had  left  the  rebels  at  Ogeechee  Church  no  alternative 
but  to  run  or  be  cut  oft  in  rear.  From  this  point  there  was  no  farther 
opi)osition  until  Avithin  twelve,  or  fourteen  miles  of  SaA^gbiinah,  save 
ineffectual  attempts  to  delay  us  by  felling  trees  Avhere  our  road  crossed 
creeks  or  SAvamps;  but  in  no  case  did  the  obstructions  cause  serious 
dehi}' — the  SeA^enteenth  Corps  losing  but  thirty  minutes  in. all  in  Avait- 
ing  for  their  removal,  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  having  the  most 
creeks,  &(^,  to  cross,  and  being  most  annoyed  in  this  AA'ay,  making, 
nevertlieless,  sixty  miles  in  three  days;  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  on  the 
west  side  of  Ogeechee,  met  no  opposition  or  difficulty. 

On  the  7th  of  December  our  four  heads  of  cohimn  were  nearly  on  an 
east  and  AA^est  line — General  HoAATird’s  head(iuarters  being  jit  Eden  (or 
Station  2),  nineteen  miles  from  Savannah,  on  the  railroad;  the  Se\mn- 
teenth  Corps  tAAm  miles  east  of  that;  and  the  Twentieth  and  Fourteenth 
nearly  as  far  down.  At  this  2)oint  (Eden)  IloAvard  crossed  ]>art  of  the 
Fifteenth  Cordis  to  east  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  with  Avhich  Corse  imshed 
doAvn  along  the  river,  crossed  the  canal,  and  had  a  smart  little  encounter 
at  a  cross-roads  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Cannouchee,  caiituring  one 
ifiece  of  artillery  and  driving  back  the  rebels  to  the  Little  Ogeechee 
Biver,  northeast  of  Station  1,  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  where  he  brought 
u])  against  the  outer  defense  of  the  city  in  that  direction.  .MeaiiAvliile 
the  remainder  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  still  west  of  the  Ogeechee  ItiAmr, 
moA^ed  doAAUi  toAA^ard  the  Gulf  railroad  on  tAA  o  roads,  feinted  to  cross 
the  Cannouchee  near  its  mouth,  crossed  it  higher  iq),  and  cut  the 
Gulf  railroad  at  Way’s  Station  and  another  ])oint  Avest  of  that.  The 
Gulf  road  Avas  also  cut  east  ol‘  the  Ogeedu'e,  at  or  near  Station  1, 
and  a  train  of  cars  cajitared,  on  Avhich  AA^as  taken  Mr.  K.  B.  ('uyler. 
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president  ol‘ the  Georgia  Central  liailroad,  whom  I  treated  kindly,  and 
sent  on  his  way  to  Macon  5  and  between  tlie  several  breaks  of  this 
railroad,  as  above,  three  locomotives  and  sundry  cars  were  caught. 
The  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  west  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver  then 
crossed  it  at  or  near  Fort  Argyle  (abandoned),  and  supported  the 
other  divisions  already  along  the  Little  Ogeechee.  The  Seventeenth 
Coips  on  the  9th  of  December  pushed  on  down  Die  main  (or  Louis¬ 
ville  dirt)  road,  on  the  upper  (east)  and  north  side  of  the  Central 
railroad,  and,  driving  back  with  a  line  of  skirmishers  some  artillery 
stationed  on  the  causeway,  through  a  swamp  between  Station  2  and 
Station  1  (or  Pooler),  camped  that  night  at  the  latter  point.  W e  lost  two 
or  three  men,  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  two  torpedoes  buried  in  the 
road,  before  entering  the  swamp ;  seven  were  dug  up  by  prisoners  we 
held.  On  the  10th  of  December  the  Seventeenth  Corps  advanced  to  a 
t)oint  five  miles  from  the  city,  and  developed,  in  part,  the  rebel  defenses 
in  that  quarter.  On  our  left  the  Twentieth  and  Fourteenth  Corps  had 
continued  to  advance  as  rapidly  as  the  swamps  and  narrow  roads  would 
permit;  and  by  the  11th  of  December  all  the  army  corps  were  close 
up  to  the  rebel  outer  line  from  the  Savannah  to  the  Little  Ogeechee 
Eiver — the  Twentieth  Corps  on  our  extreme  left,  on  the  river-bank,  and 
crossing  the  Charleston  railroad  three  miles  from  the  city;  the  Four¬ 
teenth  (h:)rpson  its  right,  to  the  canal;  the  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth 
forming  our  right;  the  whole  an  irregular  line  some  fifteen  miles  long. 
The  next  day  or  two  was  occupied  in  tracing  the  rebel  line,  irregular 
and  re-entrant  in  correspondence  with  the  extensive  swamps  lying  all 
round  the  rear  of  tlie  city,  crossed  only  by  narrow  causeways  com¬ 
manded  by  batteries  of  heavy  guns.  During  this  time  a  river  boat  was 
brought  to  on  her  way  up,  run  aground,  and  burned  by  our  infantry; 
and  we  captured  a  tender  to  two  gun-boats  which  attempted  to  iiass 
AVinegaFs  battery  (.3-inch  rifled  guns)  on  the  river-bank,  but  were 
driven  back  up  the  river,  leaving  their  tender  (a  Xew  York  Harbor 
tug)  in  our  hands  almost  uninjured.  On  Monday,  12th  instant,  I  went 
over  to  our  right  and  ordered  for  next  day  the  assault  by  Hazen’s 
division,  of  Fifteenth  Corps,  on  Fort  McAllister,  the  obstacle  to  our 
communication  with  the  fleet  in  Ossabaw  Sound.  You  will  have  already 
received,  no  doubt,  through  the  papers  [an  account]  of  this  very  gallant 
and  handsome  affair,  which  lasted  just  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  the 
signal  to  charge  was  given  till  the  old  flag  waved  over  the  fort  which  has 
so  long  defied  attack  by  sefi.  Our  total  loss  was  11  killed,  80  wounded, 
largely  caused  by  the  torpedoes  buried  thickly  around  the  line  of  abatis. 
I  witnessed  the  assault  from  a  rice  mill  on  the  river,  about  three  miles 
distant  across  the  salt  marshes,  though  the  troops  marched  ten  miles 
around  to  reach  the  fort  before  attacking  it,  and  immediately  went  down 
in  boat  to  the  fort  the  same  evening,  thence  on  down  to  the  fleet, 
where  1  met  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  .General  Foster.  After  arranging 
with  them  for  bringing  supi)lies  from  Hilton  Head,  especially  bread  ami 
forage,  which  were  beginning  to  be  needed,  and  also  for  30-ponnder 
J*arrotts  to  bombard  the  city,  1  returned  on  the  15th  to  my  camp.  That 
night  Colonel  Babcock  arrived  with  dispatches  of  importance  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  bearing  upon  my  i)lans  here.  The  length  of  my  lines  (nearly 
fifteen  miles)  and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  even  on  the  causeways  made 
through  the  swam])s,  made  necessary  a  large  amount  of  corduroying  to 
l)ass  my  trains  to  and  from  the  depot  of  supplies  which  1  directed  General 
Faston  to  establish  af  KingAs  Bridge  (over  the  Ogeechee),  whicdi  th(‘  con- 
tiinied  development  of  the  rebel  lines  occupied  last  week.  On  the  17th 
1  sent  in  to  General  lJard(U‘,  by  flag  of  truce,  on  our  left,  a  summons  to 
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Sill  render,  tile  oU-j)()uii(ler  Parrotts  ordered  from  Milton  Iteail  Iniving 
arrived  at  King’s  Bridge,  to  wliieli,  on  tlie  18tli,  lie  returned  a.  refusal. 
1  liad  nov'  for  some  days  lield  the  three  railroads  leading  out  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  all  otlier  avenues  of  approach  west  of  the  Savannah  River, 
the  only  other  avenue  being  the  Union  Causeway,  an  old  wagon  road 
running  from  the  east  bank  of  the  Sa^'^annah  River  from  the  city  up 
toward  Hardeeville.  To  attempt  to  close  this  by  extending  our  left 
across  the  river  would  have  involved  the  risk  of  isolating* the  troops 
across  a  deep  river  too  wide  for  my  ])ontoon  train,  and  upon  which  the 
rebels  had  two  gun-boats  (one  irou-clad)  at  the  city  Avharf,  with  boats 
to  throw  their  Avhole  force  ai'ross  against  ti^em.  I  determined  rather 
to  close  this  avenue  from  my  right  flank;  and  on  the  19th  again  went 
down  to  the  fleet  and  up  with  the  admiral  to  Port  Royal,  where,  on  tlie 
2()th,  I  arranged  with  Ceneral  Foster  and  the  admiral  for  immediately 
bringing  round  a  sufficient  force  from  the  Ogeechee  to  unite  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Foster’s  troops,  then  lying  at  the  head  of  Broad  River  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  High  winds  and  rough  weather  delayed  my  return  from  Port 
Royal,  and  before  1  had  reached  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  way  back,  a 
message  met  me  from  General  Howard  that  Hardee  had  evacuated  the 
city  in  haste,  and  our  troops  had  marched  in  without  resistance  that 
morning,  the  21st.  Two  days  more  and  the  garrison  would  have  been 
hemmed  in  comjfletely;  as  it  is,  the  campaign  ends  with  the  capture 
of  this  important  city  and  numerous  dependent  forts,  including,  as 
rei)orted  to  me,  25,000  bales  of  cotton,  at  least  150  guns,  many  of  them 
10-inch,  immense  ordnance  stores,  13  locomotives,  190  cars,  a  pontoon 
train  (boats),  &c.,  and  a  poi)ulation  of  about  20,000,  including  any 
quantity  of  negroes.  We  have  also  captured  three  more  boats,  one  of 
them  a  wooden  gun-boat,  the  rebels  having  blown  up  their  iron  clad 
Savannah,  just  below  the  city,  on  the  night  of  the  21st. 

The  Savannah  River,  though  obstructed  for  the  present  to  large 
vessels,  is  open  for  those  drawing  six  or  seven  feet,  and  will,  as  soon  as 
possible,  be  cleared  for  large  vessels,  thus  opening  the  way  for  our 
gun-boats  almost,  if  not  quite,  to  Augusta,  and  insuring  the  permanent 
subdivision  of  the  Confederacy  by  this  line,  with  a  new  base  for  oper¬ 
ations  against  Lee’s  rear. 

I  forbore  to  destroy  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  below  Station  IJ 
(say,  forty- five  miles  from  Savannah)  on  my  way  down,  with  a  view  to 
use  the  road  ourselves  that  far  after  taking  the  city.  After  i-eceiving 
General  Grant’s  dispatches,  however,  it  appeared  not  impossible  that 
this  army  might  be  ordered  to  the  James  River  by  sea,  without  giving 
time  to  insure  the  fall  of  Savannah,  and  I  therefore  destroyed  the  rail¬ 
road  for  fifteen  miles  back  from  the  city.  The  whole  number  of  miles  of 
railroad  1  have  destroyed  is  about  295 — about  GO  miles  on  the  Georgia 
road,  from  Atlanta  to  Madison,  and  140  miles  on  the  Georgia  Central  Rail¬ 
road,  from  a  point,  say,  ten  miles  west  of  Gordon  to  Savannah,  as  above, 
and  about  50  miles  out  from  Savannah  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  and  about 
15  miles  on  the  Charleston  railroad.  It  would  be  soipe  time  before 
Jeff.  Davis  could  restore  the  communications  so  rudely  interrupted, 
across  the  heart  of  his  emi)ire,  even  if  we  had  no  objections  to  make. 

Yh)U  may  have  shared  the  concern  on  our  ac(‘ount  which  the  news])apers 
and  our  friends  on  the  coast  tell  us  Avas  felt  in  the  States;  you  know 
by  this  time  that  any  such  anxieties  were  groundless.  The  AA'eather 
through  our  march  was  perfect,  only  tAvo  days  of  rain  from  Atlanta  to 
the  outskirts  of  Savannah;  the  roads  in  tine  order;  forage,  pigs,  iioul- 
try,  and  sweet  potatoes  lirst  rate,  and  abundant;  and  the  men  and 
animals  in  better  older  when  they  reached  here  than  when  they  started. 


Chap.  LVl.] 


CORRESrONDENCE,  ETC. - UNION. 


793 


As  to  tlie  in  our  path,  we  never  met  him.  The  atlair  at  Gris- 

woldville,  wliere  one  brigade  of  infantry  was  engaged,  and  Kilpatrick’s 
punishment  of  Wheeler,  were  the  only  things  on  the  march  like  a  light. 

The  city  is  perfectly  quiet  ever  since  we  came  in.  The  lirst  thing  our 
troops  had  to  do  was  to  stop  the  riots  and  plundering  which  the  lower 
classes  begun  as  soon  as  IIardee\s  rear  crossed  the  river.  The  white 
people  here  are  the  worst  whipped  and  subjugated  you  ever  saw,  and 
the  negroes  are  having  their  ‘^jubilee”  and  calling  in  crowds  to  see 
‘‘Mr.  Sherman.” 

December  24. — I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  (feneral  Grant, 
giving  a  detail  of  General  Thomas’  operations  up  to  the  18th,  and 
I  am  gratified  beyond  measure  at  the  result.  Show  this  letter  .to  Gen¬ 
eral  Thomas,  and  tell  him  to  consider  it  addressed  to  him,  as  I  have 
not  time  to  write  more  now.  I  want  General  Thomas  to  follow  Hood  to 
and  beyond  the  Tennessee,  and  not  to  hesitate  to  go  on  as  far  as  Colum¬ 
bus,  Miss.,  or  Selma,  Ala.,  as  I  know  that  he  will  have  no  trouble  what¬ 
ever  in  subsisting  his  army  anywhere  below  Sand  Mountain  and  along 
the  Black  Warrior.  In  the  poorest  part  of  Georgia  1  found  no  trouble 
in  subsisting  my  army  and  animals,  some  of  my  corps  not  issuing  but 
one  day’s  bread  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah.  Keep  me  fully  advised  by 
telegraph,  viavNew  York,  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Tennessee.  I  will 
be  here  probably  for  ten  days  longer,  and  in  communication  for  a  longer 
time. 

1  am,  verv  trulv,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERTIAX, 

Major-General. 


Special  1  TTdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  [•  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  139.  )  Becemher  23,  1864. 

Savannah,  being  now  in  our  possession,  and  the  river  partially  cleared 
out,  and  measures  having  been  taken  to  remove  all  obstructions,  will  at 
once  be  made  a  grand  depot  for  future  operations. 

I.  The  chief  quartermaster.  General  Easton,  will,  after  giving  the 
necessary  orders  touching  the  transports  in  Ogeechee  River  and  Ossa- 
baw  Sound,  come  in  xioi’sen  to  Savannah  and  take  ])ossession  of  all 
])ublic  buildings,  all  vacant 'store-rooms,  warehouses,  Ac.,  that  may 
be  now  or  hereafter  needed  for  any  department  of  the  army.  No  rents 
will  be  paid  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
and  all  buildings  must  be  distributed  according  to  the  accuvstomed  rules 
of  the  (piartermaster’s  department,  as  though  they  were  ])ublic  jnop- 
erty. 

II.  The  chief  commissary  of  subsistence.  Col.  A.  Beckwith,  will 
transfer  the  grand  depot  of  the  army  to  the  city  of  Savannah,  se(*ure 
])ossession  of  the  needful  buildings  and  oflu'.es,  and  give  the  necessary 
orders,  to  the  end  that  tlu^  army  may  be  siqiplied  abundantly  and  w(4i. 

III.  The  chief  engineer,  (kixdain  Roe,  will  at  once  direct  whic.h  of  the 
enemy’s  forts  are  to  be  retained  for  our  use  and  which  dismantled  and 
destroyed;  and  the  chief  ordnance  oflicer,  Caiitain  Baylor,  will,  in  like 
manner,  take  possession  of  all  ])roperty  iiertaining  to  his  department 
captured  from  the  enemy  and  cause  the  same  to  be  collected  and  car¬ 
ried  to  points  of  security.  All  the  heavy  s(‘a-coast  guns  will  be  dis¬ 
mounted  and  carried  to  Eort  Pulaski. 
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IV.  The  troops,  for  the  present,  will  be  <>TOii})e{l  about  the  city  of 
Savannah,  looking  to  the  convenience  of  camps.  General  Slocum  taking 
from  the  Savannah  around  to  about  the  seven-mile  post,  on  the  canal, 
and  General  Howard  thence  to  the  sea.  General  Kilpatrick  will  hold 
King’s  Bridge  until  Fort  McAllister  is  dismantled  and  the  troops  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  south  side  of  the  Ogeechee,  when  he  will  take  post 
about  Anderson’s  plantation,  on  the  plank  road,  and  picket  all  the  roads 
leading  from  the  north  and  west. 

V.  General  Howard  will  keep  a  small  guard  at  Forts  Kosedew,  Beau¬ 
lieu,  Wimberly,  Thunderbolt,  and  Bonaventure,  and  he  will  cause  that 
shore  and  Skidaway  Island  to  be  examined  very  closely,  with  a  view  to 
finding  many  and  convenient  points  for  the  embarkation  of  troops  and 
wagons  on  sea-going  vessels. 

By  ordei'  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 

A'ide-de-Cam}). 


Headquarters  Department  and 


Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Savannah^  Ga.^  December  38,  1864 . 


# 


V.  In  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  Idl),  Military  Divis¬ 
ion  of  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Gen.  B.  Joseph  Osterhaus,  commanding 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  send  and  kec])  a  small  guard,  in  charge  of 
a  good  officer,  at  Forts  Kosedew,  Beaulieu,  Wimberly,  Thunderbolt, 
and  Bonaventure.  Second,  Col.  J.  T.  Conklin,  chief  quartermaster,  will 
closely  examine  the  shores  in  the  vicinity  of  these  forts  and  Skidaway 
Island,  with  the  view  of  finding  many  and  convenient  points  for  the 
embarkation  of  troops  and  wagons  in  sea-going  vessels,  and  will  as  soon 
as  possible  report  thereon  in  writing  to  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 
Asshtant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1^05.  )  Savannah^  Ga.^  December  83^  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  ■ 

III.  The  commanding  officer  of  Second  Division  will  cause  to  be  de¬ 
tailed  one  regiment  of  an  average  strength  of  350  men,  and  a  working 
party  of  fifty  negroes,  to  report  forthwith  to  Colonel  Beckwith,  chief 
commissary,  at  the  landing.  King’s  Bridge.  The  First,  Third,  and 
Fourth  Divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Coiqis  will  be  ready  for  review 
to-morrow  at  0.30  a.  m.,  and  drawn  up  in  line  in  the  following  order: 
General  Charles  K.  Woods,  commanding  First  Division,  Avill  deploy  his 
line,  the  right  resting  on  the  park,  fronting  north,  and  l  unning  west  to 
the  corner  of  West  Broad  street,  and  thence  down  tliat  street.  General 
John  E.  Smith,  commanding  Third  Division,  takes  up  the  alignment  of 
the  First  Division,  extending  his  line  down  West  Broad,  and  then  at 
right  angles  into  South  Broad  str(‘et.  General  John  ^1.  Corse  deploys 
the  Fourth  Division  in  South  Broad  street,  on  the  h‘ft,  and  on  align¬ 
ment  with  G(Mieral  Smith’s  division.  Tlie  Artillery  Brigad<‘  forms  on 
the  (‘xtreme  h*ft,  uiuh'r  special  instructions  from  these  headcpiarters. 
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Officers  and  men  are  expected  to  appear  as  clean  and  neat  as  pos¬ 
sible — officers  with  saber  and  sash;  the  men  in  light  marching  order, 
without  knapsacks,  blankets,  or  haversacks.  The  companies  of  each 
battalion  must  be  equalized,  regiments  with  less  than  400  men  in  eight, 
with  more,  in  ten  companies ;  full  regiments  to  be  equalized  in  platoons. 
Field  music  and  regimental  bands  will  be  collected  by  brigades  and 
placed  on  the  right  of  their  respective  brigades. 

Division  commanders  will,  on  the  approach  of  the  reviewing  officers, 
give  the  command  to  open  ranks  and  present  arms.  Whenever  the 
reviewing  officers  have  passed  a  brigade,  the  brigade  commander  wdl 
order  the  shoulder  arms,  order  arms,  parade  rest.  Preparatory  to  the 
passing  in  review  the  division  commanders  will  command  to  close 
order,  break  into  column  of  companies  (except  full  regiments  which 
will  be  broken  into  platoons).  The  column  will  pass  in  quick  step,  and 
therefore  only  mounted  officers  will  salute  the  reviewing  officers.  Com¬ 
manding  officers  are  cautioned  to  preserve,  after  having  passed  by  the 
reviewing  officers,  the  formation  of  their  columns,  and  not  to  break 
the  companies  by  the  right  flank  and  file  left.  Such  changes  interfere 
with  the  troops  in  the  rear  and  create  very  annoying  disturbances. 
The  artillery  will  pass  by  sections. 

By  order  of  Maj.  (len.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 

A  ssistant  A djutan t-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  74.  ]  Fort  MeAUister,  Ga.^  December  ZS,  1864. 

The  general  commanding  the  division  is  pleased  to  announce  that 
official  dispatches  have  been  received  from  Major-General  Thomas  say¬ 
ing  that  he  had  attacked  Hood  in  front  of  Nashville;  had  driven  his 
left  and  left  center  eight  miles,  capturing  10  guns,  a  large  number  of 
prisoners,  flags,  earth-works,  and  trains;  that  night  closed  the  battle, 
but  that  he  would  fight  or  follow  the  next  day,  and  expected  to  destroy 
the  entire  army.  Our  troops  did  all  they  were  asked  to  do  and  all  that 
could  be  expected. 

The  fall  of  Savannah,  so  soon  following  the  splendid  assault  and  cap¬ 
ture  of  Fort  McAllister  by  ourselves,  is  deemed  a  fitting  occasion  to 
congratulate  the  division  upon  its  uniform  good  and  brave  conduct 
since  he  has  had  the  honor  of  commanding  it,  and  upon  the  brilliant 
close  of  the  late  campaign,  of  which  it  can  justly  claim  so  important  a 
l)art. 

By  ordei*  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 

Gapfain  and  Assistanf  Adjuia)(t-Gener((l. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  00.  )  Fear  Hava/nnah,  Ga.,  December  ^3^  1864. 

The  troops  of  this  command,  exceiit  the  Se(;oud  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  W.  Siu-ague  commanding,  will  move  to  the  city  to-morrow,  and  will 
start  at  8  a.  m.  Order  of  march:  First,  First  Brigade,  Brigadi(*r- 
General  Fuller  commanding;  second,  one  section  Batbuy  G,  First 
Michigan;  third.  Third  Brigade,  Gol.  John  Tillson  ('ommanding; 
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foiiitli,  iimlmlaiice  corps;  liftli,  ordnance  train;  sixth,  supply  train. 
Col.  John  Tillson  will  detail  five  companies  of  his  command  to  march 
in  rear  of  the  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower: 

OHAS.  CHEISTENSEN^, 

Lieut. ^  Aide-de-Camp,  und  Aetinp  Asfiifitant  A dj\itmit- General. 


CmcuLAR.]  Headqt^arters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sa  vannah^  Ga.^  December  ^3,  1804. 

The  corps  will  be  prepared  for  review  by  Major-General  Sherman  on 
Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next  in  the  streets  of  Savannah,  the  men  with¬ 
out  knapsacks  and  marching  by  platoons.  Division  commanders  will, 
in  the  short  time  which  intervenes,  place  their  respective  commands  in 
the  best  possible  state  of  drill,  discii)line,  and  soldierly  ai)pearance, 
and  will  see  that  every  available  man  is  under  arms. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Lieutenant-Golonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  City  of  Savannah, 

No.  1.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  23, 1864. 

In  accordance  with  orders  received,  the  undersigned  has  assumed 
command  of  the  city.  The  following  staff  officers  are  announced: 
Ca])t.  W.  T.  Forbes,  assistant  adjutant-general  and  chief  of  staff ;  Capt. 
S.  1>.  Wheelock,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Ik 
Jackson,  inspector;  Capt.  Moses  Veale,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  John  J. 
Cantine,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut,  William  C.  Armor,  aide-de-camp;  Capt. 
Ira  B.  Seymour,  provost-marshal;  Capt.  G.  L.  Parker,  assistant  quar¬ 
termaster,  post  (luartermaster;  Capt.  James  Gillette,  commissary  of 
subsistence,  iiost  commissary.  They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly.  The  offices  of  the  general  commanding  and  of  the  adjn- 
tant-generars  and  inspector’s  departments  will  be  in  the  Central  Bail- 
road  Bank  Building,  next  to  the  IT.  S.  Custom  House.  Office  hours  for 
ordinary  business  from  10  a.  m.  to  3  p.  m.  The  offices  of  the  other  staff' 
departments  will  be  in  the  Exchange  Building  and  vicinity. 

JNO.  W.  GEABY, 
Brigadier-Generaf  V.  S.  Volunteers. 


Post-Office  Department,  Appointment  Office,  ■ 

Washington.  December  23,  1864. 

Col.  A.  H.  Markland, 

Special  Agent  Post-Office  .Department,  Present : 

Sir  :  You  Avill  ])roceed  immediately  to  the  headquarters  of  General 
Sherman,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  i-eport  to  him  as  the  agent  of  this 
dei)artment,  to  arrange  for  the  regular  transmission  and  distribution' of 
the  mails  for  his  army.  You  will  liave  tin*  entire  and  exclusive  control 
of  these  mails,  subject  only  to  fhe  ordcTs  and  directions  of  General 
Sherman. 

1  am,  resimctfullv,  Ac., 

ALEX.  W.  BxVNDAlL, 

.1  (‘ting  Postmaster-General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  oe  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah^  Ga,^  December  2-1,  1861. 

Lieut.  Cieii.  IJ.  S.  CIrant, 

City  Foint,  Va. : 

(Ienpral:  Your  letter  of  December  IS  is  Just  received.  1  feel  very 
miieli  gi-atitied  at  receiving'  the  liaiulsome  ('ommeiidation  you  pay  my 
army.  I  will,  in  general  orders,  convey  to  the  ofticers  and  men  the 
substance  of  your  note.  I  am  also  gratitied  that  you  have  moditied 
your  former  orders,  as  1  feared  that  the  transportation  by  sea  would 
^•ery  much  disturb  the  unity  and  morale  of  my  army,  now  so  i)erfect. 
The  o('Cupatiou  of  Savannah,  Avhich  1  have  heretofore  reported,  com¬ 
pletes  the  tirst  part  of  our  game,  and  fultills  a  great  part  of  your 
instructions,  and  1  am  now  engaged  in  dismantling  the  rebel  forts 
which  bear  upon  the  sea  channels,  and  transferring  the  heavy  ord¬ 
nance  and  ammunition  to  Fort  Pulaski,  where  they  can  be  more  easily 
guarded  than  if  left  in  th(‘,  city.  The  rebel  inner  lines  are  well  adapted 
to  our  i)urpose,  and,  with  slight  modifications,  can  be  held  by  a  com- 
[)aratively  small  force,  and  in  about  ten  days  I  exi)ect  to  be  ready  to 
sally  forth  again.  1  feel  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  our  future  plans;  I 
have  thought  them  over  so  long  and  well  that  they  ai)])ear  as  clear  as 
daylight.  - 1  left  Augusta  untouched  on  i)urpose,  because  now  the  enemy 
will  be  in  doubt  as  to  niy  objective  poirit  after  crossing  the  Savan¬ 
nah  liiver,  whether  it  be  Augusta  or  Charleston,  and  will  naturally 
divide  his  forces.  I  will  then  move  either  on  Branch ville  or  Columbia, 
on  a*ny  curved  line  that  gives  me  the  best  sui)plies,  breaking  up  iu  my 
coui  se  as  much  railroad  as  i)0ssible;  then,  ignoring  Charleston  and  Au¬ 
gusta  both,  occupy  Colund)ia  and  Camden;  pausing  there  long  enough 
to  observe  the  efect  1  would  strike  for  the  Charleston  and. Wilmington 
Paiiroad,  somewhere  between  the  Santee  and  the  Ca])eFear  Piver,  and, 
it  possible,  communicate  with  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Dahlgrem(  whom 
1  hud  a  most  agreeable  gentleman,  in  every  w  ay  accommodating  himself 
to  our  wishes  and  ])lans);  then  1  would  favor  Wilmington,  in  the  belief 
that  Porter  a.nd  Butler  Avill  fail  in  their  present  undertaking.  Charles¬ 
ton  is  now  a  mere  desolated  wreck,  and  is  hardly  AA^orthy  the  time  it 
Avould  take  to  starve  it  out;  still,  1  am  aAvare  that,  historically  and  politi¬ 
cally,  much  importance  is  attached  to  the  place,  and  it  may  be  that,  apart 
from  its  military  importance,  both  you  and  the  administration  Avould 
])refer  1  should  give  it  more  attention,  and  it  Avould  be  a\  ell  for  you  to 
gi\ui  me  some  general  idea  on  that  subject,  as  otherwise  1  Avould  treat 
it  as  I  liaA-e  expressed,  as  a  point  of  little  importance  after  all  its  rail¬ 
roads  leading  into  the  interior  are  destroyed  or  occupied  by  us.  But, 
on  th(‘  hypothesis  of  ignoring  Charleston  and  taking  Wilmington,  1 
Avould  then  favor  a  movement  direct  on  llaleigh.  The  game  is  then  up 
Avith  Lee,  unless  he  comes  out  of  Bichmond,  avoids  you,  and  lights  me, 
in  Avhich  eA-ent  I  should  reckon  on  your  being  on  his  heels. 

Noav  that  Hood  is  used  uj)  by  Thomas,  1  feel  disposed  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  issue  just  as  (piick  as  possible.  1  feel  con tident  that  1  can 
break  up  the  av hole  railroad  system  of  South  Carolina  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  beou  the  Poaiioke,  either  at  llaleigh  or  Weldon,  by  the  time  the 
s])ring  fairly  opens.  And  if  you  feel  conlident  that  you  can  Avhip  Lee 
outside  of  his  intrenchments,  1  feel  e(iually  conlident  that  I  can  handle 
him  iu  the  ojxm  country.  One  reason  Avhy  I  Avoiild  ignore  ('harleston 
is  this,  that  1  beli(‘A(‘.  they  Avill  reduce  tlie  garrison  to  a  small  force, 
Avith  ])lenty  of  provisions,  and  I  knoAV  that  theneck  back  ofCharleston 
cjui  be  made  impi  (‘gnable  to  assault,  and  we  Avill  hardly  have  time  for 
s-ege  operations.  J  Avill  have  to  leave  in  Savannah  a  garrison,  and,  if 
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Thomas  can  spare  them,  I  would  like  to  nave  all  detaenmeiits,  eonva- 
lesceuts,  &e.,  belonging  to  these  four  corps  sent  forward  at  once.  I 
don’t  want  to  cripple  Thomas,  because  I  regard  his  operations  as  all 
important,  and  I  have  ordered  him  to  pursue  Hood  down  into  Alabama, 
trusting  to  the  country  for  supi^lies.  I  reviewed  one  of  my  corps  to-day, 
and  sliall  continue  to  review  the  whole  army.  I  don’t  like  to  boast,  but 
1  believe  tliis  army  has  a  confidence  in  itself  that  makes  it  almost  in¬ 
vincible.  I  wish  you  would  run  down  and  see  us;  it  would  have  a  good 
effect,  and  Avould  show  to  both  armies  that  they  are  acting  on  a  common 
plan.  Tlfe  weather  is  now  cool  and  pleasant,  and  the  general  health 
very  good. 

Your  true  friend,  ^ 

W.  T.  SHEKMAX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga..  Decernber  24,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washimfton  City,  D.  C. : 

General  :  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  two  letters  of  the  IGtli 
and  18th  instant  to-day,  and  I  feel  more  than  usually  flattered  by  the 
high  encomiums  you  have  passed  on  our  recent  campaign,  which  is 
now  comx)lete  by  the  occupation  of  Savannah.  I  am  also  very  ^lad 
that  General  Grant  has  changed  his  mind  about  embarking  my  troops 
for  James  Eiver,  leaAdng  me  free  to  make  the  broad  swath  you  describe 
through  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  still  more  gratified  at  the 
news  from  Thomas  in  Tennessee,  because  it  fulfills  my  plan,  which  con¬ 
templated  his  being  fully  able  to  dispose  of  Hood  in  case  he  ventured 
north  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver;  so  I  think,  on  the  whole,  I  can  chuckle 
over  Jeff.  Davis’  disappointment  in  not  turning  my  Atlanta  campaign 
into  a  Moscow  disaster.  T  have  just  finished  a  long  letter  to  General 
Grant,  and  have  exidained  to  him  that  we  are  engaged  in  shifting  our 
base  from  the  Ogeechee  over  to  the  Savannah  Eiver,  dismantling  all 
the  forts  made  by  the  enemy  to  bear  upon  the  salt-water  channels,  and 
transferring  the  lieavy  ordnance,  &c.,  to  Fort  Pulaski  and  Hilton 
Head,  and  in  remodelling  the  enemy’s  interior  lines  to  suit  our  future 
plans  and  purposes.  I  have  also  laid  down  the  ])rogramme  of  a  cam- 
l^aign  which  I  can  make  this  winter,  and  put  me  in  the  sprkig  on  the 
Eoanoke,  in  direct  communication  with  him  on  the  James  Eiver.  In 
general  terms,  my  plan  is  to  turn  over  to  General  Foster  the  city  of 
Savannah,  and  to  sally  forth,  with  my  army  resup])lied,  cross  the 
Savannah,  feign  on  Charleston  and  Augusta,  but  strike  between, 
breaking  en  route  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  Eailroad,  also  a  large 
l)art  of  that  from  Branchville  and  Camden  toward  North  Carolina,  and 
then  rapidly  moving  to  some  point  of  the  railroad  from  Charleston  to 
Wilmington,  between  the  Santee  and  Cape  Fear  Eivers;  then,  commu¬ 
nicating  with  the  fleet  in  the  neighborliood  of  Georgcdowii,  I  would 
turn  upon  Wilmington  or  Charleston  according  to  the  imimrtance  of 
either.  1  rather  ])refer  Wilmington,  as  a  live  place,  over  Charleston, 
which  is  dead  and  unim])ortant  when  its  railroad  communications  are 
broken.  I  take  it  for  granted  the  luesent  movement  on  Wilmington 
Avill  fail,  because  1  know  that  gun-boats  cannot  take  a  fort,  and  Butler 
has  not  the  force  or  the  ability  to  take  it.  If  I  should  (letermine  to 
take  Charleston  I  Avould  turn  ncross  the  (M)nntry,  which  1  have  hunted 
over  many  a  tilin',  from  Santei'  to  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  throwing  one  wing 


Chap.  LVI.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - UNION. 


799 


on  tlie  peuiu8iiUi  between  Ashley  and  Cooper.  After  aeeoinplishing 
one  or  other  of  these  ends  I  would  make  a  bee-line  for  Kaleigh,  or 
Weldon,  when  Lee  would  be  forced  to  come  out  of  Kichmoud  or  ac¬ 
knowledge  himself  beaten.  He  would,  I  think,  by  the  use  of  the  Dan¬ 
ville  railroad,  throw  himself  rapidly  between  me  and  Grant,  leaving 
Kichmond  in  the  hands  of  the  latter.  This  would  not  alarm  me,  for  I 
have  an  army  which  I  think  can  maneuver,  and  I  would  force  him  to 
attack  me  at  a  disadvantage,  always  under  the  supposition  that  Grant 
would  be  on  his  heels;  and  if  the  worst  came  to  the  worst  I  could  tight 
my  way  down  to  Albemarle  Sound  or  New  Berne. 

I  think  the  time  has  come  now  when  we  should  attempt  the  boldest 
moves,  and  my  exiierience  is  that  they  are  easier  of  execution  than  more 
timid  ones,  because  the  enemy  is  disconcerted  by  them — as  for 
instance,  my  recent  campaign.  I  also  doubt  the  wisdom  of  concentra¬ 
tion  beyond  a  certain  i^oint,  as  the  roads  of  this  country  limit  the 
amount  of  men  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  in  any  one  battle;  and  I 
don’t  believe  any  one  general  can  handle  more  than  60,000  men  in  bat¬ 
tle.  1  think  my  campaign  of  the  last  month,  as  well  as  every  step  I  take 
from  this  xjoint  northward,  is  as  much  a  direct  attack  upon  Lee’s  army 
as  thought  were  operating  within  the  sound  of  his  artillery.  1  am 
very  anxious  that  Thomas  should  follow  u])  his  successes  to  "the  very 
uttermost  point.  My  orders  to  him  before  I  left  Kingston  were,  after 
beating  Hood,  to  follow  him  as  far  as  Columbus,  Miss.,  or  Selma,  Ala., 
both  of  which  lie  in  districts  of  country  which  1  know  to  be  rich  in  corn 
and  meat.  I  attach  more  importance  to  these  deep  incisions  into  the 
enemy’s  country,  because  this  war  differs  from  European  wars  in  this 
particular.  We  are  not  only  tighting  hostile  armies,  but  a  hostile  peo- 
l)le,  and  must  make  old  and  young,  ri(‘h  and  poor,  feel  the  hard  hand 
of  war,  as  well  as  their  organized  armies.  I  know  that  this  lecent 
movement.of  mine  through  Georgia  has  had  a  wonderful  effect  in  this 
respecd.  Thousands  who  had  been  deceived  by  their  lying  papers  into 
the  belief  that  we  were  being  whix)ped  all  the  time,  realized  the  truth, 
and  have  no  api>etite  for  a  repetition  of  the  same  experience.  To  be 
sure,  Jeti*.  Davis  has  his  people  under  a  pretty  good  state  of  discipline, 
but  1  think  faith  in  him  is  much  shaken  in  Georgia;  and  I  think  before 
we  are  done.  South  Carolina  will  not  be  quite  so  tempestuous.  I  will 
bear  in  mind  your  hint  as  to  Charleston,  and  don’t  think  salt  will  be 
necessary.  When  I  move  the  Fifteenth  Coiq^s  will  be  on  the  right  of 
the  Eight  Wing,  and  their  position  will  bring  them,  naturally,  into 
Charleston  first;  and  if  you  have  watched  the  history  of  that  corps  you 
will  have  remarked  that  they  generally  do  their  work  up  pretty  well. 
The  truth  is  the  whole  army  is  burning  with  an  insatiable  desire  to 
wreak  vengeance  upon  South  Carolina.  I  almost  tremble  at  her  fate, 
but  feel  that  she  deserves  all  that  seems  in  store  for  her.  Many  and 
many  a  person  in  Georgia  asked  me  why  we  did  not  go  to  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  when  1  answered  that  I  was  en  route  for  that  Stab*,  the 
invariable  reply  was,'‘‘ Well,  if  you  will  make  those  people  feel  the 
severities  of  war,  we  will  pardon  you  for  your  desolation  of  Georgia.” 
1  look  upon  Columbia  as  quite  as  bad  as  Charleston,  and  I  doubt 
if  we  .shall  spare  the  public  buildings  there,  as  we  did  at  Milledge- 
ville.  1  have  been  so  busy  lately  that  1  have  not  yet  made  my  offi¬ 
cial  report,  and  think  I  had  better  wait  until  1  get  my  subonlinate 
rei)orts  before  attem])ting  it,  as  I  am  anxious  to  explain  clearly,  not 
only  the  reasons  for  every  stej),  but  the  amount  of  execution  done,  and 
this  1  caniiot  do  until  1  g(*t  the  subordinate  reports;  foi*  we  marched  f  In*, 
whole  distance  in  lour  or  more  columns,  and,  of  cour.se,  1  could  only  be 
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])reseiit  witli  one,  and  generally  tbat’one  engaged  in  destroying  railroads. 
This  ^York  of  destruction  was  performed  better  than  usual,  because 
I  had  an  engineer  regiment  provided  with  claws  to  twist  the  bars  after 
being  heated.  Such  bars  can  never  be  used  again,  and  the  only  way 
in  which  a  railroad  line  can  be  reconstructed  across  Georgia  will  be  to 
make  a  new  road  from  Fairburn  Station,  twenty-four  miles  southwest  of 
Atlanta,  to  Madison,  a  distance  of  100  miles;  and  before  that  can  be 
done  I  propose  to  be  on  the  I'oad  from  Augusta  to  Charleston,  which  is 
a  continuation  of  the  same.  I  felt  somewhat  disappointed  at  Hardee’s 
escape  from  me,  but  really  am  not  to  blame.  1  moved  as  quick  as 
possible  to  close  up  the  ‘Huiiou  Causeway,”  but  intervening  obstacles 
were  such  that  before  1  could  get  my  troops  ou  the  road  Hardee  had 
sliiR)edout.  Still,  I  know  that  the  men  that  were  in  Savannah  will  be  lost, 
in  a  measure,  to  Jeff.  Davis;  for  the  Georgia  troops,  under  G.  W.  Smith, 
declared  they  would  not  fight  in  South  Carblina,  and  have  gone  north 
en  route  for  Augusta,  and  1  have  reason  to  believe  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  troo])S  have  gone  to  Wilmington — in  other  words,  they  are  scat¬ 
tered.  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  Beauregard  was  present  in 
Savannah  at  the  time  of  its  evacuation,  and  1  think  he  and  Hardee  are 
now  in  Charleston,  doubtless  making  preparations  for  what  they  know 
will  be  my  next  step. 

Please  say  to  the  President  that  I  received  his  kind  message  through 
Colonel  Markland,  and  feel  thankful  for  his  high  favor.  If  I  disappoint 
him  in  the  future,  it  shall  not  be  from  want  of  zeal  or  love  to  the  cause. 
Of  you  I  expect  a  full  and  frank  criticism  of  my  plans  for  the  future, 
which  may  enable  me  to  correct  errors  before  it  is  too  late.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  rash,  but  want  to  give  my  rebel  friends  no  chance  to  accust' 
us  of  want  of  enterprise  or  courage. 

Assuring  you  of  my  high  personal  respect,  I  rimniin,  as  ever,  your 
friend, 

W.  T.  8HEKMAN, 

Major-General. 

[lutlorseiuent.] 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Ghief  of  tStaff  of  the  Army: 

General  :  This  letter  Avas  brought  by  Lieutenant  Dunn,  of  my  staff', 
with  the  request  that  I  would  open  and  read  it,  as  it  contained  one  or 
two  points  which  his  letter  addressed  to  me  does  not  contain. 
l\esi)ectfully, 

U.  S.  GBA^^T, 

Lie  H  tena  n  t-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississifpi, 

iSaeannahj  Ga.,  Deeember  2f  J8(il. 

Major-General  Wheeler,  Confederate  Army, 

tSerereii’s  Ferry ^  South  Carolina: 

General:  Yours  of  this  date  is  received.  I  will  let  that  lady  land, 
but  no  more.  No  provision  has  been  made  for  the  families  in  Savannah, 
and  many  of  them  Avill  suff'er  from  Avant — and  1  Avill  not  undertake  to 
feed  them.  1  will  give  notice  that  all  families  Avho  Avish  to  leave  can  do 
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80,  and  will  provide  the  means  of  getting  them  to  General  Hardee’s 
headquarters.  Yon  need  not  send  in  for  small  parties,  and  I  will  not 
permit  any  more  flags  of  truce  by  subordinate  commanders. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General^  Comm  and  in g . 


P.  S. — If  your  pickets  lire  on  our  boats,  I  will  clear  Savannali  and 
river  of  all  unfriendly  parties. 


W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Thunderbolt  Battery, 
Saturday.,  December  24,  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  XJ.  S.  Army, 

Comdy.  Army  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  Vessels  drawing  fifteen  feet  and  under  can  come  up  to 
this  place  now,  entering  at  Wassaw  Sound.  The  river  has  been  drag¬ 
ged  for  torpedoes,  and  none  have  yet  been  discovered.  The  monitor 
Sangamon,  Captain  Young,  and  the  Passaic,  Captain  Fillebrown,  are 
now  close  beside  the  work  at  Turner’s  Eocks,  and  will  be  at  anchor  at 
this  place  in  a  few  hours.  I  have  my  vessel  at  work  sounding  and 
putting  up  marks  for  navigation,  and  will  anchor  here  to-night.  I 
respectfully  recommend  making  this  place  your  ];^’esent  depot  for  large 
vessels.  A  short  wharf,  100  feet  long,  will  suftice  for  vessels  of  deep 
draft,  and  materials  for  its  construction  are  near  at  hand. 

Eesi)ectfully, 

CHAS.  O.  BOUTELLE, 

Assista7it,  Coast  JSiirvey,  Commanding  U,  tS,  Steamer  Bibb. 


Special  i  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >  Di  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  141.  )  December  24,  1864. 

I.  General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  is  charged  with  the  general 
resimnsibility  of  public  i)roperty  in  the  city.  He  will  take  possession 
of  all  cotton  and  other  quartermaster’s  stores.  He  will  also  assign 
quarters  to  oflicers  and  troops,  and  designate  such  buildings,  lots,  &c., 
for  public  use,  and  have  full  control  thereof.  Oflicers  serving  with 
troops  will  not  be  allowed  to  occupy  buildings  in  the  city  unless  the 
troops  are  also  doing  duty  in  the  city,  and  corps,  division,  and  brigade 
(luartermasters  and  commissaries  will  not  be  allowed  to  establish  them¬ 
selves  at  any  depot  in  the  city  or  elsewhere  except  upon  consultation 
with  the  chief  quartermaster  or  chief  (commissary  of  subsistence.  Tlie 
occui)ation  and  use  of  buildings  or  rooms  for  amusement  will  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  General  Easton,  and  no  private  property  will  be  removed  from 
buildings,  or  made  use  of,  by  oflicers  or  troops  except  by  consent  of 
him. 

II.  The  chief  commissary  of  subsistence.  Colonel  Beckwith,  will  take 
possession  of  all  subsistence  stores  and  be  charged  with  their  distribu¬ 
tion,  as  also  the  supplying  of  destitute  families,  conferring  with  the 
mayor  of  the  city  as  regards  the  necessities,  &c.,  and  army  commanders 
will  not  make  issues  directly. 
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III.  Corps  commanders  will  furnisli  the  chief  quartermaster  500  men 
each,  in  regiments,  for  guard  and  fatigue  duty.  They  will  also  use  all 
effort  to  supply  him  with  a  force  of  negroes  for  labor.  Eecruiting 
agents  are  forbid  reciuiting  negroes  for  military  service,  as  all  are 
wanted  for  labor. 

IV.  The  provost-marshal’s  department,  under  the  direction  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  post,  is  charged  with  the  maintenance  of 
good  order  in  the  city  and  the  guarding  of  prisoners,  and  has  nothing 
to  do  with  property.  Passes  within  the  city  limits  will  not  be  required. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  Dx^YTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,’ 

Savannah^  December  24,  1864. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  :  The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  be  ready  to  be  reviewed  by  you 
at  11  o’clock  this  a.  m.  Forsyth  Place  is  the  point  selected  for  the 
review  to  take  place.  I  will  join  you  at  your  headquarters  and  accom¬ 
pany  you  to  the  spot. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  xArmy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  instructions  of  Major-General  Sherman,  he  desires 
you  to  direct  Brigadier-General  Hazen  to  at  once  proceed  in  the  work 
of  dismantling  Fort  McAllister,  and  have  the  guns  in  readiness  to  be 
removed  by  water.  Major-General  Foster  has  promised  to  send  the 
boats  to  transport  them.  The  general  suggests  that,  in  order  to  facili¬ 
tate  their  loading,  they  be  first  got  onto  flat-boats,  from  which  they 
can  be  more  readily  hoisted  aboard  a  ship.  As  soon  as  this  is  done 
General  Hazen’s  command  Avill  be  withdrawn  and  assigned  a  position 
near  the  city. 

Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  17th  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General;  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  not  move  to  your  new  camp  until  it  is  definitely  ascer¬ 
tained  that  there  is  Avater  there.  At  any  rate,  you  will  not  move  to¬ 
morrow. 

Very  respectful Iv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

'  '  C.  CADLE,  Ju., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah^  Oa.,  December  24^  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adpttant-Genertd.,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor  to  request  that  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 
commanding  First  Brigade  in  my  division,  be  recommended  to  the 
President  for  iiromotion  to  the  brevet  rank  of  maior-general.  General 
Force  has  proved  one  of  our  most  gallant  and  efficient  officers — brave 
and  dashing,  yet  discreet  and  cool.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  education,  cor¬ 
rect  habits,  and  a  xierfect  gentleman  in  his  intercourse  with  both  sub¬ 
ordinates  and  superiors.  His  gallantry  in  leading  the  charge  upon  the 
enemy’s  works  near  Atlanta  on  the  21st  of  July  last,  and  in  the  battle 
of  the  22d  of  July,  entitle  him  to  the  highest  respect  of  military  men. 
He  has  commanded  a  brigade  in  the  division  since  the  beginning  of  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  LEGGETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  army  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  recommend  for  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  brigadier-general  Col.  E.  K.  Scott,  Sixty-eighth  Kegiment  Ohio  Vet¬ 
eran  V oluiiteer  Infantry.  Colonel  Scott  is  now  commanding  the  Second 
Brigade  of  my  division,  and  has  commanded  it  since  leaving  Vicksburg- 
last  March.  During  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  in  our  late  campaign 
from  Atlanta,  Colonel  Scott  has  shown  himself  a  very  capable  and  gal¬ 
lant  officer.  He  is  a  man  of  correct  habits,  excellent  health,  great  en¬ 
ergy,  and  indomitable  will.  There  is  no  braver  man  lives  and  few  more 
worthy  of  promotion.  His  original  term  of  service  has  about  expired, 
and  the  number  in  his  regiment  will  not  admit  of  his  remustering. 
He  can  only  be  retained  in  the  service  by  promotion,  and  his  loss  to 
the  service  will  be  a  serious  loss  to  his  brigade  and  this  divusion.  I 
earnestly  hope  he  will  be  immediately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  briga¬ 
dier-general. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  LEGGETT, 

Brigadier -General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  Capt.  John  C'.  Doug¬ 
lass,  assistant  adjutant- general  of  this  division,  be  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major.  Captain  Douglass  has  been  the  adjutant-general  of 
this  division  more  than  one  year,  and  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  distinguished  faithfulness  and  exactness  and  ability.  He 
has  never  been  absent  from  his  post  of  duty  a  day;  has  acted  as  aide 
as  well  as  adjutant  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  the  division  has 
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])articipated,  aud  lias  distiuguislied  liiinself  for  his  coolness  and  valor. 
He  is  a  man  of  strictly  temperate  and  correct  habits,  and  I  recommend 
that  he  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  and  assistant  adjutant-gen¬ 
eral. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  i).  LEGGETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hpeoial  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Eourtii  1)iv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  1(>4.  *  S  tSavannah,  December  Ai,  186d. 

The  Third  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  W. 'W.  Belknap  commanding,  will 
move  to  a  new  camp  near  Bonaventure  Cemetery  ])romptly  at  7  a.  ui. 
to-morrow  morning.  The  column  will  move  by  tliese  headquarters, 
from  which  point  they  will  be  conducted  by  Captain  Gurley  to  their 
camp. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

CHAS.  H.  BBUSH, 

Acting  xissiatant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  City  of  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  2.  s  December  24 ^  1864. 

I.  For  convenience  in  military  government  all  that  portion  of  the 
city  lying  east  of  Bull  street  is  designated  as  the  eastern  district;  that 
lying  west  c»f  Bull  street,  as  the  western  district.  Col.  William  B. 
Woods,  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  is  announced  as  provost-mar¬ 
shal  of  the  eastern  district;  his  headquarters  will  be  in  the  U.  S. 
barracks  on  Bull  street.  Col.  H.  A.  Barniim,  One  hundred  and  forty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  is  announced  as  provost-marshal  of  the 
western  district;  his  headquarters  will  be  near  the  corner  of  Barnard 
and  South  Broad  streets.  All  applications  for  protection  of  persons 
and  private  property,  or  for  redress  of  grievances,  will  be  made  to  the 
provost-marshal  of  the  district  or  to  the  nearest  officer  of  the  guard. 

II.  Each  regiment  on  provost  duty  will  have  assigned  to  it  definite 
limits  within  which  to  perform  guard  and  patrol  duty,  and  the  regi¬ 
mental  commanders  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  their  respective  sections.  The  provost-marshals  of  districts 
will  number  the  sections  assigned  to  these  regiments. 

HI.  All  public  and  private  property  will  be  protected,  and  whenever 
necessary  for  such  purpose  special  guards  will  De  assigned.  No  pri¬ 
vate  property  will  be  taken  or  used  against  the  consent  of  the  owners, 
except  upon  an  order  from  proper  authority. 

IV.  Officers  and  others  entitled  to  quarters  for  private  or  public  use 
will  make  application  to  Brigadier-General  Easton,  chief  quartermas¬ 
ter. 

V.  All  persons  within  the  city  who  have  been  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  rebel  army  will  report,  without  delay,  to  Oapt.  Ira  B.  Seymour, 
provost-marshal  (office  in  Exchange  Building),  and  there  register  their 
names. 

AH,  No  citizen  will  be  arrested  except  for  misdemeanor,  or  ui)on  writ¬ 
ten  orders  from  these  head(pmrters  or  from  a  ])rovost-marshal. 

VHl.  The  fire  department  of  this  city  has  been  reinesented  by  the 
civil  authorities  as  highly  elficient.  jAIr.  Casey,  acting  chief  of  the  fire 
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department,  is  aiitliorized  to  eoiitiinie  oi)eratioiis,  and  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  faithfid  performance  of  Ids  duties.  All  members 
of  the  different  tire  companies  will  continue  subject  to  his  orders,  and 
neglect  of  duty  on  their  part  will  be  duly  punished.  In  case  of  tire, 
the  provost-marshal  of  the  district  will  send  immediately  strong  detach¬ 
ments  of  guards  to  preserve  order  in  the  vicinity. 

VIII.  Those  persons  connected  with  the  water-works  and  gas-works 
of  the  city  will  continue  to  perform  their  duties  as  usual.  The  manager 
of  these  works  will  apply  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
they  are  located  for  sufficient  guards  for  the  protection  of  the  works, 
together  with  the  fuel  and  other  material  i)ertaining  to  them. 

IX.  All  soldiers  found  within  the  city  limits,  absent  from  their  camps 
without  passes  from  their  respective  commanders,  will  be  arrested  and 
sent  to  their  commands. 

X.  Cai)t.  Silas  Spicer  is  announced  as  harbor  master  of  this  port, 
and  is  invested  with  full  authority  for  the  transaction  of  business  in 
his  department.  Office,  on  Bay,  opposite  Dayton  street. 

XI.  Citizens  desirous  of  leaving  the  city  to  go  within  the  rebel  lines 
will  make  application  at  these  headfiuarters.  They  will  be  transported 
to  our  exterior  picket-line. 

XII.  Citizens  destitute  of  provisions  can  make  application  at  the  city 
store,  where  they  will  be  supx)lied  upon  the  order  of  Doctor  Arnold, 
mayor  of  the  city. 

XIII.  Tattoo  will  be  beaten  throughout  the  city  at  8  i).  m. ;  taps  at 
9.  After  taps  all  enlisted  men  found  on  the  streets  wdio  are  not  on 
duty,  and  whb'have  not  proper  passes,  wdll  be  arrested  by  the  patrol. 
Suspicious  or  disorderly  characters  will  also  be  arrested  after  that  hour. 
Care  must  be  taken  in  carrying  out  this  order  not  to  make  improper 
arrests  of  citizens  who  may  be  attending  to  their  lawful  business  in  an 
orderly  manner. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  commanding: 

W.  T.  FOBBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Generate 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Samrmah,  Ga.^  Becemher  21^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Gommanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General  :  I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  certify  to  the  eminent  serv¬ 
ices  you  have  i)erformed  as  a  cavalry  commander  during  the  present 
cam])aign,  j)articularly  when  oiierating  w  ith  my  wing  of  the  army.  The 
assistance  of  deceiving  the  enemy  as  to  my  intention  before  and  alter 
crossing  the  Ocmulgee  Iliverj  the  bold  engagements  near  Lovejoy’s  and 
Macon;  the  disposition  of  your  forces  so  as  to  cover  our  trains  and  pro¬ 
tect  our  flanks — in  fact,  all  the  duties  ai)pertaining  to  a  cavalry  officer 
have  during  the  campaign  been  completely  performed.  My  gratitude, 
or  rather  that  of  the  Government,  is  due  to  yourself  and  your  officers, 
for  tlieir  untiring  energy  and  faithful  service.  Be  pleased  so  to  express 
it.  You  have  my  best  wishes  for  your  promotion  and  other  xiersonal 
interests,  and  must  call  uxion  me  ever  as  a  friend  without  stint, 
llespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General, 
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Special  Orders^  ]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  416.  (  Hilton  Head,  >S'.  6\,  December  24 j  1864. 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefield,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  tern-' 
porarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  District  of  Hilton  Head,  Fort 
Pulaski,  Saint  Helena,  and  Tybee  Islands,  during  the  absence  of  Brig. 
Gen.  E.  E.  Potter. 

*  *  *  *  *  # 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island^  S.  (7.,  December  24,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assista^it  Adjutant- General.)  Dept,  of  the  South: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  report  that  nothing 
of  importance  has  occurred  in  this  district  since  mydast  communication. 
Troops  have  evidently  returned  to  James  Island,  and  to  other  parts  of 
the  enemy’s  lines.  It  is  not  known  in  what  numl3ers,  as  no  refugees  or 
deserters  have  come  to  our  outposts.  The  enemy  has  emiiloyed  during 
the  past  week  large  fatigue  parties  in  completing  and  repairing  his 
fortifications  in  our  front  j  he  has  been  iiarticularly  busy  on  James  and 
John’s  Islands  at  those  points  upon  which  we  advanced  against  them 
in  July  last.  They  are  to  be  seen  at  work  clearing  the  space  in  front 
of  their  works  of  brush  and  undergrowth,  and  are  also  repairing  the 
roads  in  their  rear.  The  last  official  information  which  I  have  received 
in  regard  to  the  operations  of  our  forces  in  other  districts  of^the  depart¬ 
ment  is  to  the  effect  that  Savannah  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on 
the  20th  instant,  and  that  the  iron-clad  Savannah  intended  to  attempt 
to  make  her  escape  on  the  following  night.  I  have  given  the  necessary 
orders  for  her  reception  should  she  succeed  in  running  out  and  attempt 
to  enter  Charleston  Harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District. 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  25,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Secretary  of  War, 

Washington  : 

I  have  just  received  General  Foster’s  dispatch  announcing  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Savannah,  with  artillery,  munitions  of  war,  railroad  cars,  and 
cottom  I  wish  Hardee’s  1 5,0(K)  to  18,000  of  a  garrison  could  have  been 
added  to  the  other  captures.  It  is  a  good  thing  the  way  it  stands,  and 
the  country  may  well  rejoice  over  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutena  nt-  Gen  era  1. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah,  December  25,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  0.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  [15th]  instant  I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  referred  the  same  to  Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 
my  chief  quartermaster,  who  will  report  fully  to  you  in  respect  to  all 
matters  within  his  department  connected  with  our  recent  march.  As 
you  say,  my  marches  have  demonstrated  the  great  truth  that  armies, 
even  of  vast  magnitude,  are  not  tied  down  to  bases.  In  almost  any 
quarter  of  the  South  armies  of  from  30,000  to  50,000  may  safely  march, 
sure  to  find  near  their  route  forage  of  some  kind  or  other  for  their 
animals.  It  is  a  physical  impossibility  to  suiiply  an  army  with  forage, 
and  you  do  perfectly  right  in  demanding  that  each  army  should  provide 
itself  with  long  forage  and  a  large  proportion  of  its  grain.  In  the 
interior  of  Georgia  we  found  an  abundance  of  the  best  kind  of  corn 
and  fodder,  and  even  here  on  the  sea-board  we  find  an  abundance  of 
rice  in  the  straw,  which  our  animals  eat  with  avidity  and  seem  to  like. 
It  will  not  be  long  before  I  shall  sally  forth  again,  and  I  feel  no  uneasi¬ 
ness  whatever  on  the  score  of  forage.  You  may  use  my  name  in  any 
circular  addressed  to  the  quartermasters  of  the  army  to  the  effect  that 
every  part  of  the  southern  country  will  support  their  animals  by  a  judi¬ 
cious  system  of  foraging.  More  animals  are  lost  to  your  department 
whilst  standing  idle,  hitched  to  their  wagons,  than  during  thelong  and 
seemingly  hard  marches  into  the  interior.  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  all 
my  armies  have  been  abundantly  supplied  by  your  department,  and  I 
am  sometimes  amazed  at  the  magnitude  of  its  operations.  I  think  I 
have  personally  aided  your  department  more  than  any  general  officer  in 
the  service,  by  drawing  liberally  from  the  enemy,  thereby  injuring  him 
financially,  and  to  the  same  extent  helping  ourselves,  and  you  may 
always  rely  uiion  my  cordially  co-operating  with  any  system  you  may 
establish.  General  Easton  is  now  endeavoring  to  reduce  to  a  system 
of  accountability  our  captures ;  but  so  long  as  we  keep  our  trains  and 
animals  well  up,  and  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  appropriation  of 
X)ublic  property  to  private  use,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  will  pardon  any 
mere  departure  from  the  established  rules  of  accountability.  I  want 
nothing  in  the  way  of  horses  or  transportation,  and  would  merely  ask 
from  time  to  time  some  few  artillery  horses  of  a  size  and  weight  which 
cannot  be  found  in  this  country  j  at  present  we  need  none,  as  I  do  not 
prox)Ose  to  increase  my  artillery  arm;  but  as  I  have  400  or  500  miles 
more  to  march  before  spring,  it  might  be  prudent  to  reserve  for  us  400 
or  500  good  artillery  horses.  If  my  cavalry  cannot  remount  itself  in  the 
country  it  may  go  afoot. 

Thanking  you  for  your  many  expressions  of  confidence  and  respect, 
I  am,  as  ever,  your  friend  and  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  Deeemher  25,  1864. 
Rev.  Mr.  Wynn,  Methodist  Clergyman  : 

Sir:  Have  the  kindness  to  receive  and  aid  your  Christian  brother 
George  W.  Pepper,  chaplain  Eightieth  Ohio  Infantry,  giving  him  such 
facilities  for  services  in  your  church  as  will  not  interrupt  your  own. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  P'ifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  207.  )  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

******  ^^ 

II.  Ill  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  139,  Military  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Mississippi,  and  203,  current  series,  from  department 
headquarters,  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  garrisons  the  forts  at  Eose- 
dew,  Beaulieu,  Wimberly,  Thunderbolt,  and  Bonaventure.  Division 
commanders  will  therefore  detach  from  their  commands  as  follows: 
Brigadier-General  Woods,  75  men  to  Kosedew  and  100  men  to  Beau¬ 
lieu;  Brigadier-General  Smith,  100  men  to  Wimberly;  Brigadier- 
General  Corse,  80  men  to  Thunderbolt  and  80  men  to  Bonaventure. 
Great  care  is  recommended  in  the  selection  of  commanding  officers  for 
these  detachments;  they  must  be  zealous  and  energetic.  All  assist¬ 
ance  that  can  be  rendered  by  these  garrisons  will  be  given  to  Colonel 
Conklin,  chief  quartermaster,  who  is  ordered  to  explore  the  waters  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  above  forts,  or  to  officers  who  may  be  authorized  to 
dismantle  the  fortifications. 

*  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistan t  A djutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Left-Wing,  Army"  of  Georgia, 

No.  3.  )  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

I.  Corps  commanders  will  at  once  make  all  necessary  preparations 
for  another  camxiaign.  Ail  officers  who,  by  intemperance,  inefficiency, 
or  ignorance  of  their  duties,  have  shown  themselves  unqualified  for 
the  positions  they  hold  should  at  once  be  recommended  for  dismissal. 

II.  No  leaves  of  absence  or  furloughs  will  be  granted  except  upon 
the  surgeon’s  certificate  of  disability. 

III.  The  interest  of  the  service  at  this  time  requires  that  at  least 
one  commissioned  officer  shall  be  present  with  each  company,  and  one 
field  officer  with  each  regiment;  and  no  officer  will  be  mustered  out  of 
service  in  violation  of  this  rule,  until  the  completion  of  the  ensuing 
campaign. 

By  command  of  Map  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  0.  EODGEKS, 

A  ssistan  t  A  djntant-  Genera  1. 


IT.  S.  Steamer  Bibb,  Thunderbolt  Battery, 
Wilmington  River,  Ga.,  iSunday,  December  25,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  marked  this  river  up  to  this  point,  four  miles 
and  a  half  from  Savannah,  with  a  good  road  betAveen  the  tAA  o  places. 
There  is  a  good  passage  through  the  obstructions  betAA  een  this  place 
and  the  battery  below  liere  at  Turner’s  Eocks.  Vessels  drawing  fifteen 
feet  can  come  directly  here ;  least  water  at  Ioaa^  AA^ater  ten  feet  (near  the 
obstructions) ;  rise  and  fall  of  tide  seven  feet.  All  large  A^essels  can 
coDie  here  without  difficulty  or  danger,  so  far  as  aa  o  can  discoA^er.  I 
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liave  recoinineuded  to  OeDeral  Slieriiiaii  to  this  place  as  a  traus- 
portatiou  depot,  and  in  an  interview  with  him  last  night  understood 
him  tOiSay  that  he  would  do  so.  What  glorious  news  all  round! 
Yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

OHAS.  O.  BOUTELLE. 


Execx^tive  Mansion, 
Washington^  December  ^6‘,  1864. 

My  Dear  General  Sherman  :  Many,  many  thanks  for  your  Christ¬ 
mas  gift,  the  capture  of  Savannah.  When  you  were  about  leaving 
Atlanta  for  the  Atlantic  coast,  I  was  anxious,  if  not  fearful  j  but  feel¬ 
ing  that  you  were  the  better  judge,  and  remembering  that  nothing 
risked,  nothing  gained,”  I  did  not  interfere.  Now,  the  undertaking  be¬ 
ing  a  success,  the  honor  is  all  yours;  for  1  believe  none  of  us  went  further 
than  to  acquiesce.  And  taking  the  work  of  General  Thomas  into  the 
count,  as  it  should  be  taken,  it  is  indeed  a  great  success.  Not  only 
does  it  afford  the  obvious  and  immediate  military  advantages,  but,  in 
showing  to  the  world  tliat  your  army  could  be  divided,  putting  the 
stronger  part  to  an  important  new  service,  and  yet  leaving  enough  to 
vanquish  the  old  opposing  force  of  the  whole — Hood^s  army — it  brings 
those  who  satin  darkness  to  see  a  great  light.  But  what  next?  I 
suppose  it  will  be  safer  if  Heave  General  Grant  and  yourself  to  decide. 
Please  make  my  grjdeful  acknowledgments  to  your  whole  army,  officers 
and  men.* 

Yours,  very  truly, 

.A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Depari'ment, 

[>eeemher  '16^  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

I  wish  you  a  merry  Christmas,  if  not  too  late,  and  thank  you  for  the 
Savannah  news.  It  is  a  sore  disappointment  that  Hardee  was  able  to 
get  off  his  15,000  from  Sherman’s  00,000.  It  looks  like  ])rotracting  the 
war  while  their  armies  ('ontiniie  to  esca])e.  1  hope  you  will  give  imme¬ 
diate  instructions  to  seize  and  hold  the  cotton.  All  sorts  of  schemes 
will  be  got  up  to  hold  it  under  sham  titles  of  British  and  other  private 
claimants;  they  should  all  be  disregarded;  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
turned  over  to  any  Treasury  agent,  but  held  by  military  authority 
until  a  special  order  of  the  Department  is  given  for  the  transl’er.  Sher¬ 
man  has  been  nominated  for  major-general. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Seer et ary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  Stacies, 

(Hty  Point.)  Va.)  December  26 ^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Savannah)  Ga.  : 

General:  Your  very  interesting  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  brought 
by  the  hands  of  Major  Gray,  of  General  Foster’s  staff,  is  just  at  hand. 

S(*o  Speci.'il  Field  Orders,  No.  (>,  p.  Id. 
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As  the  major  starts  back  at  once,  i  can  do  no  more  at  present  than 
simply  acknowledge  its  receipt.  The  capture  of  Savannah,  with  all  its 
immense  stores,  must  tell  upon  the  people  of  the  South.  All  well  here. 
Yours,  truly, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Savannah.^  Ga.,  December  26^  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point: 

General  :  Y^our  letter  of  the  19th  instant  is  received.  I  have  already 
written  you  fully  since  arriving  here,  in  answer  to  your  previous  letters. 
I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  Jeff.  Davis  is  in  the  condition  reported  to 
you,  and  hope  that  before  this  time  he  is  dead  and  out  of  the  way. 
From  my  intercourse  with  the  people  of  Georgia  I  think  it  would  give 
great  satisfaction  to  them  generally  to  know  that  this  was  so.  Still  I 
shall,  of  course,  go  on  with  my  preparations  without  reference  to  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind,  and  as  though  the  Southern  Confederacy  possessed 
all  the  vitality  which  they  boast  of. 

Very  trulv,  your  friend,  and  obedient  servant, 

W.'T.  SHERMAN, 

Mayor -General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-(ieneral  Grant, 

City  Point : 

General:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  this  morning  I  omitted  to  answer 
your  inquiry  in  relation  to  our  prisoners  held  by  the  rebels.  I  have 
reason  to  know  that  they  were  hurried  down  from  Millen  to  Savannah, 
and  from  here,  on  our  approach,  were  sent  down  the  Gulf  railroad  to 
its  termination  at  Thomasville,  and  have  since  been  taken  back  to  the 
old  place  at  Andersonville.  I  have  had  my  cavalry  down  to  the  Alta- 
maha,  some  fifty  miles  down  the  Gulf  road,  and  do  not  think  this  is  the 
point  from  whence  they  could  be  reached;  but  if  an  expedition  were 
sent  up  the  Apalachicola  River,  and  the  Apalachicola  Arsenal  taken,  I 
think  they  could  be  reached  from  that  direction. 

Verv  truly,  vour  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  December  26,  1864. 
Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandiny  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  near  Savannah,  Ga. : 

Admiral  :  Your  note  of  this  date  is  received.  Captain  Bou telle  and 
Captain  Eillebrown  had  already  reported  to  me,  night  before  last,  to  the 
same  effect,  that  the  Wilmington  River  was  the  best  channel,  and  navi¬ 
gable  up  to  Thunderbolt  for  vessels  of  fifteen  feet  draught;  but  I  had 
not  heard  further  from  them.  1  will  refer  your  letter  to  General  Easton, 
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who  is  instructed  to  arrange  so  as  to  get  sea-going  vessels  up  to  the 
city  wharves,  which,  if  possible,  I  am  very  anxious  to  do,  even  at  con¬ 
siderable  expense  of  labor  and  money,  as  I  desire  to  avoid  lightering 
and  trans-shipment  if  possible.  I  am  informed  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  from  Washington,  that  six  light- draft  steamers  are  now  en  route 
to  us  from  the  Chesapeake.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  Christmas;  I  trust 
you  had  the  same. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Grener ah 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah^  December  26^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meios, 

Quartermaster -General  TJ.  8.  Army^  Washington  City^  D.  C.: 

General  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  before  receiving  which,  however,  I  had  already  written 
you  fully.  General  Easton  is  busily  engaged  in  reducing  to  order  and 
system  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  department,  and  your  letters  are 
referred  to  him  to  act  in  accordance  with  them.  You  may  rely  upon 
my  drawing  from  this  country  everything  it  affords  for  our  wants,  and 
adding  as  little  as  possible  to  the  burdens  of  the  Government.  I  am 
much  pleased  to  hear  of  the  efficient  service  rendered  by  the  quarter¬ 
masters  employes  in  Tennessee.  I  shall  always  favor  their  organiza¬ 
tion  for  such  purposes,  and  furnish  them  with  anything  subject  to 
my  order. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Engineer’s  Office, 
Savannah^  Ga.^  Deeemher  26^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding : 

General  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  accompanying  rough  sketch*  of  plan  for  the  defense  of  this 
city.  I  have  reduced  the  garrison  to  the  lowest  probable  limit;  a  smaller 
one  would  render  it  difficult  to  use  any  part  of  it  for  such  offensive 
operations  as  might  be  desirable.  The  pro^iosed  line  will  be  so  close  to 
the  city  that  some  of  the  buildings  will  have  to  be  torn  down,  and  in 
case  of  attack  all  parts  of  the  city  will  be  under  artillery  fire.  Still, 
the  presence  of  the  women  and  children  of  the  enemy  within  our  lines 
will  render  such  a  fire  extremely  improbable;  and  should  it  be  decided 
by  the  enemy  that  they  ought  to  bombard  the  city,  all  stores  and  other 
valuable  jiroperty  will  be  quitch  secure  at  or  near  tlie  levee.  It  is  ])ro- 
posed  to  hold  Fort  rJackson  only  bec^ause  a  temporary  occupation  of  it 
by  the  enemy  wonld  cause  us  serious  inconvenience;  to  destroy  it 
would  require  much  labor,  and  even  then  its  sit(‘  would  remain,  which 
would  be  as  detrimental  to  our  interests  as  the  fort  itself.  Fort  Hoggs 

*  Not^()ini<l. 
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should  be  dismantled,  and  so  mueli  of  it  as  can  give  a  iir(‘.  upon  the 
city  should  be  destroyed,  because,  being  an  inclosed  work,  an  enemy 
might  effect  a  lodgment  and  hold  it  for  a  limited  time,  much  to  our 
annoyance.  All  the  remainder  of  the  enemy’s  old  line,  being  oi^en  to 
the  rear,  (*an  do  us  no  injury,  and  can  therefore  stand  as  it  is.  It  is  a 
good  line,  but  too  extensive  for  any  garrison  that  will  probably  be  left 
in  the  city;  it  would  require  15,000  men  to  man  it  completely.  The 
accompanying  sketch  does  not  show  the  character  of  the  works  pro¬ 
posed,  but  merely  the  approximate  position  of  the  line.  The  line  of 
works  should  consist  of  a  system  of  detached  redoubts,  in  defensive  rela¬ 
tions,  which  could  be  connected  by  infantry  parapet  at  our  leisure. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


O.  M.  POE, 

CajHain  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 


Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ^  Sava7inahj  Ga., 

Dece^yiher  26^  1864. 


The  city  of  Savannah  and  surrounding  country  Avill  be  held  as  a 
military  post  and  adapted  to  future  military  uses;  but  as  it  contains  a 
liopulation  of  some  20,000  people  who  must  be  provided  for,  and  as 
other  citizens  may  come,  it  is  proper  to  lay  down  certain  general  prin¬ 
ciples  that  all  within  its  military  jurisdiction  may  understand  their 
relative  duties  and  obligations. 

I.  During  war  the  military  is  superior  to  civil  authority,  and  where 
interests  clash  the  civil  must  give  way,  yet  where  there  is  no  conflict 
every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  well-disposed  and  peace¬ 
ful  inhabitants  to  resume  their  usual  pursuits;  families  should  be  dis¬ 
turbed  as  little  as  possible  in  their  residences,  and  tradesmen  allowed 
the  free  use  of  their  shops,  tools,  &c. ;  churches,  schools,  and  all  places 
of  amusement  and  recreation  should  be  encouraged,  and  streets  and 
roads  made  perfectly  safe  to  persons  in  their  pursuits.  I’asses  should 
not  be  exacted  within  the  line  of  outer  pickets,  but  if  any  person  shall 
abuse  these  privileges  by  communicating  with  the  enemy,  or  doing  any 
act  of  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  he  or  she  will 
be  punished  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law.  Commerce  with  the 
outer  world  will  be  resumed  to  an  extent  commensurate  with  the 
interests  of  the  citizens,  governed  by  the  restrictions  and  rules  of 
the  Treasiuy  Department. 

II.  The  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  army  may  give 
suitable  employment  to  the  people,  white  and  black,  or  transport  them 
to  such  points  as  they  may  choose  where  employment  can  be  had,  and 
may  extend  temporary  relief,  in  the  way  of  pfo visions  and  vac'ant  houses, 
to  the  worthy  and  needy,  until  such  time  as  they  can  help  themselves; 
they  will  select,  first,  the  buildings  for  the  necessary  uses  of  the  army, 
next,  a  sufficient  number  of  stores  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Treasury 
agent  for  trade  stores;  all  vacant  store  houses  or  dwellings  and  all 
buildings  belonging  to  absent  rebels  will  be  construed  and  used  as 
belonging  to  the  United  States  until  such  times  as  their  titles  can  be 
settled  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

III.  The  mayor  and  (aty  couiual  of  Savannah  will  continue,  and  exer¬ 
cise  their  functions  as  such,  and  will,  in  concert  with  the  commanding 
otticer  of  the  post  and  the  (ihief  (piarbu’inaster,  see  that  tin*  tire  com- 
j)anies  are  kept  in  organization;  the  streets  cleaned  and  lighted,  and 
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keep  up  a  good  uuderstandiug  between  the  citizens  and  soldiers;  they 
will  ascertain,  and  report  to  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  as  soon 
as  possible,  the  names  and  number  of  worthy  families  that  need  assist¬ 
ance  and  support.  The  mayor  will  forthwith  give  public  notice  that 
the  time  has  come  when  all  must  choose  their  course,  viz.,  to  remain 
within  our  lines  and  conduct  themselves  as  good  citizens.  Or  depart  in 
peace.  He  will  ascertain  the  names  of  all  who  choose  to  leave  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  report  their  names  and  residence  to  the  chief  quartermaster, 
that  measures  may  be  taken  to  transport  them  beyond  the  lines. 

IV.  ISIot  more  than  two  newspapers  will  be  published  in  Savannah, 
and  their  editors  and  proprietors  will  be  held  to  the  strictest  account¬ 
ability,  and  will  be  punished  severely  in  person  and  property  for  any 
libelous  publications,  mischievous  matter,  iDremature  news,  exaggerated 
statements,  or  any  comments  whatever  upon  the  acts  of  the  constituted 
authorities ;  they  will  be  held  accountable  even  for  such  articles  though 
copied  from  other  papers. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

J..  M.  DAYTOV, 

Aide- (Je- Camp. 


Special  ^ 
Field  Orders,  > 
No.  205.  ) 


Headquarters  Hepartment  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Savannah^  Ga.,  December  2()^  1861. 


*  *  *  #  * 


V.  Maj.  T.  W.  Osborn,  chief  of  artillery,  Hepartment  and  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  is  intrusted  with  the  dismantling  of  all  the  forts  on  the 
coast  and  river.  He  will  consult  with  the  engineer  and  ordnance  de¬ 
partments  in  reference  thereto,  and  make  arrangements  to  remove  the 
guns  and  material  to  Fort  Pulaski  or  other  points. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  208.  (  ^avannah^  Ga.,  December  26 j  1864. 

#***##* 

II.  It  is  probable  that  our  stay  here  will  be  of  several  weeks’  dura¬ 
tion,  tlierefore  immediate  steps  must  betaken  to  put  the  command  again 
in  the  most  perfect  condition.  First,  the  troops  must  be  thoroughly 
refitted  in  clothing  and  armament.  All  requisitions  must  be  made  out 
in  full,  and  the  officers  liaving  charge  of  these  departments  must  see 
that  every  effort  is  made  to  procure  the  necessary  stores.  Not  only  the 
outfit  of  the  men  is  to  be  looked  to,  but  the  (liscipline,  bearing,  and 
drill  of  the  soldier  must  be  improved.  Division  commanders  will  at 
once  make  the  necessary  regulations  regarding  drills  and  theoretical 
instruction  (which  must  embrace  all  the  difierent  branches  of  garrison 
and  field  duties),  the  daily  guard  mounts,  dr(‘ss  parade,  and  Sunday 
inspections.  These  regulations  must  be  enforced  rigidly,  with  a  view 
to  make  every  man  familiar  with  his  various  duties,  and  at  the  sanH‘. 
time  rid  the  corps  of  a  slovenness  of  appearance;  which  is  hardly  be- 
, coming  to  a  soldier.  Second,  a  recitation  course  for,  principally,  com- 
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missioned  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary,  and  must  be  instituted  in  every  regiment,  battalion,  and  battery. 
Camp  guards  will  be  placed  around  tbe  camp  of  this  corps,  and  the  men 
will  not  be  permitted  to  go  beyond  these  guards  without  authority  from 
their  company  officers.  Whenever  allowed  to  visit  the  city  or  other 
camps,  the  men  must  be  as  neat  in  their  ax)pearance  as  possible,  and 
always  wear  their  waist-belts  and  side-arms.  Third,  division  com¬ 
manders  alone  have  authority  to  grant  passes  to  go  beyond  the  pickets. 
They  will  also  take  measures  to  stop  all  foraging  hereafter,  as  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  amply  prepared  to  furnish  full  supplies.  Fourth,  only  the 
regularly  appointed  officers  of  the  respective  administrative  depart¬ 
ments  are  authorized  to  collect  horses,  mules,  or  subsistence  stores; 
all  others  are  forbidden  to  indulge  in  such  operations. 

#****## 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

F.  F.  WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant  Adj^itant-  Gerieral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  50.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  26,  1864. 

I.  Maj.  E.  S.  Johnson,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  will  im¬ 
mediately  proceed  with  the  dismounted  portion  of  his  regiment  to  Fort 
Bonaventure,  and  garrison  the  same.  Such  assistance  as  can  be  ren¬ 
dered  will  be  given  to  officers  who  may  be  authorized  to  dismantle  the 
fortifications.  * 

II.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters.  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  W.  Eice,  commanding  First  Brigade,  will  assign  eighty  men  to 
garrison  Fort  Thunderbolt.  Great  care  is  recommended  in  selecting 
commanding  officers  for  this  detachment.  They  must  be  zealous  and 
energetic.  All  assistance  that  can  be  rendered  by  this  garrison  will 
be  given  to  Colonel  Conklin,  chief  quartermaster,  who  is  authorized  to 
exi^lore  the  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  the  above  fort,  or  to  officers  who 
may  be  authorized  to  dismantle  the  fortifications. 

*#***## 

By  order  of  Brig.  Geu.  J.  M.  Corse: 

A.  W.  EDWARDS, 

Captain  and  Actinp  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  26,  1864. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  my  recommendation,  made  at 
the  close  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  for  the  promotion  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division  of  this  corps,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  to  the  rank  of  major- 
general.  They  served  with  great  gallantry  and  efficiency  on  the  At¬ 
lanta  campaign,  and  on  the  campaign  just  ended  served  equally  well; 
they  are  justly  entitled  to  ])romotion,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  that 
they  receive  it  at  once.  I  desire  to  recommend  Col.  B.  F.  Potts,  Thirty- 
second  Ohio,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  and  Col,  R, 
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K.  Scott,  Sixty-eiglitli  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- general.  These 
officers  have  commanded  brigades  for  about  one  year,  with  credit  to 
themselves  and  the  country,  and  are  justly  entitled  to  promotion;  they 
are  brave  and  gallant  officers.  I  cordially  recommend  Brig.  Gen.  M. 
F.  Force,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  for  promotion  to 
the  brevet  rank  of  major-general.  General  Force  was  severely  wounded 
on  the  22d  of  July,  before  Atlanta,  while  gallantly  defending  his  posi¬ 
tion  against  the  assaults  of  the  enemy. 

Very- respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  317.  i  Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  26.,  1864. 

******  ^^ 

III.  The  review  of  this  corps  by  General  Sherman  will  take  place  to¬ 
morrow.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement: 

1.  The  right  of  the  command  will  rest  on  Gaston  street,  extending 
along  Whitaker  street  to  Hall,  westwardly  along  Hall  to  West  Broad 
street,  northwardly  along  West  Broad  to  Bay  street,  eastwardly  along 
Bay  to  East  Broad  street,  southwardly  along  East  Broad  to  Liberty 
street,  and  westwardly  along  Liberty  as  far  as  necessary. 

2.  The  First  Alabama  Cavalry  will  take  up  position  on  the  right  at 
9  a.  m. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  take  up 
his  imsition  at  9  a.  m.,  with  his  right  resting  on  the  First  Alabama 
Cavalry. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.“M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  take 
his  position  at  9.30  o’clock,  his  right  resting  on  the  First  Division. 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  take 
his  position  at  10  a.  m.,  his  right  resting  on  the  Third  Division. 

().  Maj.  A.  C.  Waterhouse  Avill  form  the  artillery  of  the  corps  on  the 
left  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  3r., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Savannah,  December  26,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commandhiff  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia: 

General:  The  general-in-chief  requests  that  you  will,  as  early  as 
practicable,  detail  some  competent  engineer  officer  of  your  command, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Easton,  chief  quarter¬ 
master,  with  a  party,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  removing  the 
obstructions  in  the  Savannah  River. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HENRY '^HITCHCOCK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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GtEneral  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  4.  )  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

The  following  officers  are  announced  on  the  staff  of  the  major-gen¬ 
eral  commanding;  they  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Sturdevant,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence;  First 
Lieut.  William  Ludlow,  chief  engineer. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  EODGEKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  20.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

The  order  of  review  for  to-morrow,  December  27,  will  be  as  follows : 

The  different  divisions  will  be  drawn  up  in  open  order  on  the  south 
side  of  three  parallel  streets,  as  follows,  the  right  of  each  resting  on 
Price  street:  The  First  Division,  General  Carlin,  upon  Jones  or  Taylor 
street;  the  Second  Division,  General  Morgan,  upon  Liberty  street; 
the  Third  Division,  General  Baird,  uiion  South  Broad  street.  After 
the  reviewing  officer  has  passed  around  the  lines,  the  troops  of  the 
corps — in  the  following  order  :  Third  Division,  Second  Division,  First 
Division — will  march  clown  Price  street  to  Bay,  and  up  Bay,  passing  in 
review  before  the  reviewing  officer,  upon  the  latter  street,  in  columns  of 
companies;  after  which  they  will  turn  south  upon  West  Broad  and 
return  to  their  respective  camps.  The  reserve  artillery  will  march  in 
the  rear  of  the  First  Division.  The  divisions  will  march  into  position 
as  follows :  General  Baird  down  the  Louisville  road.  General  Morgan 
down  the  canal,  and  General  Carlin  by  the  nearest  road  south  of  the 
canal,  to  the  jiosition  indicated. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  26, 1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy*  of  my  usual  report  by 
each  steamer  to  General  Halleck,  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Dunn,  of 
your  staff'.  Captain  Dunn  bears  full  dispatches  from  General  Sherman, ' 
and  will  be  able  to  explain  to  you  fully  the  highly  encouraging  char¬ 
acter  of  the  situation  in  this  department.  General  Sherman  is  in  ex¬ 
cellent  spirits,  and  his  trooiis  in  splendid  condition.  His  army,  with  its 
present  morale  and  condition,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  more  than  a 
match  for  any  army  the  rebels  can  concentrate  against  it  on  this  conti¬ 
nent.  Should  it  please  you  to  give  this  department  a  visit  you  will,  it 
is  needless  to  assure  you,  receive  the  most  cordial  welcome. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

*  See  next,  post. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

;  •  Hilton  Headj  8.  (7.,  December  36)  1864. 

\  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  everything  in  this 
department  and  at  Savannah  is  progressing  favorably.  General  Sher¬ 
man  is  clearing  his  army  of  incumbrances,  and  getting  ready  lor 
another  move,  which,  with  his  present  army,  actuated  by  its  sanguine 
spirit,  will  be  resistless  by  any  force  that  the  rebels  can  collect  this  side 
of  Eichmond.  I  am  now  having  the  guns  at  Fort  McAllister  dis¬ 
mounted  and  brought,  with  the  carriages,  &c.,  to  Hilton  Head;  those 
in  Forts  Beaulieu  and  Eosedew,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  other  batteries, 
will  likewise  be  removed.  General  Sherman  proposes  to  leave  the  city 
^  in  my  charge,  with  a  division  of  his  troops  for  present  emergencies.  As 
: .  soon  as  possible  I  am  to  arrange  the  different  works  necessary  to  be 
^  held  to  secure  Savannah,  so  as  to  be  able  to  hold  the  city  with  my 

I  present  force,  with  one  or  perhaps  two  brigades,  the  remainder  of  the 

f  division  to  rejoin  his  column  as  soon  as  arrangements  to  that  effect  can 

ibe  completed.  At  the  request  of  General  Sherman  1  have  notified  the 
Treasury  agent  that  he  can  take  i^ossession  of  the  cotton  and  forward 
g  it  to  New  York.  The  negroes  are  being  removed — those  that  are  not 
I  able-bodied — as  also  women  and  children,  to  Beaufort,  to  be  put  on  the 

I  plantations  in  that  district.  Of  the  able-bodied  men,  all,  except  a 
I  few  hundred  absolutely  necessary  in  the  quartermaster’s  dei)artment, 
S  will  be  sent,  agreeably  to  General  Grant’s  order,  to  City  Point.  T  do 
not,  however,  expect  this  transfer  of  able-bodied  men  can  be  made 
before  General  Sherman’s  army  leaves,  inasmuch  as  they  are  all  now 
actively  employed  in  loading  and  unloading  steamers,  and  in  other 
necessary  work  in  Savannah. 

The  people  of  Savannah  are,  in  a  measure,  destitute,  and  will  have 
.  to  be  supported,  to  a  certain  extent,  until  such  time  as  the  ordinary 
course  of  labor  and  of  supplies  is  resumed  in  the  city.  General 
Sherman  has  made  excellent  arrangements  by  which  the  mayor, 
receiving  captured  rice  and  other  rebel  stores,  can  so  distribute  them 
as  to  meet  all  the  immediate  demands  of  the  destitute.  In  a  very  short 
time  the  supplies  which  I  can  allow  to  enter  the  city  by  the  inland 
route  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  people.  Such  products  as  they  have 
may  also  be  exported  by  the  same  route  without  any  new  change  in 
the  Treasury  regulations.  Having*  this  supply  and  trade  under  my 
own  control  I  can  restrict  it  to  proper  and  safe  limits, 
if  As  far  as  can  be  judged  the  people  feel  a  sense  of  relief  in  having  their 
V  city  occupied  by  the  Union  troops  and  being  freed  from  rebel  rule.  As 
*  an  evidence  of  this  it  is  known  that  the  mayor  and  council  protested 
^  against  General  Hardee’s  attempting  to  defend  the  city.  Most  of  the 
citizens  remain,  and  show  no  alarm,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  utmpst 
,  confidence  in  General  Sherman  and  his  troops.  Several  general  officers 
j  left  their  wives  in  the  city,  Mrs.  General  G.  W.  Smith  and  Mrs.  General 
Eobert  ^H.  Anderson  among  the  number.  Yesterday  the  dilferent 
churches  were  opened  and  filled  with  people  as  usual.  Ladies  walk 
g  the  streets  without  alarm. 

M  As  to  the  enemy  and  his  movements,  it  is  reported  by  deserters  that 
m  the  few  regiments  of  old  troops,  only  five  or  six  in  number,  have  gone 
K  toward  Charleston  or  Wilmington.  All  the  militia,  which  constituted 
K^themain  body  of  General  Hardee’s  force,  have  gone  back  into  Georgia, 
B^and,  it  is  reported,  to  concentrate  at  Augusta.  The  Georgia  troops, 
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on  leaving  Savannah^  evinced  a  determined  reluctance  to  light  for  South 
Carolina,  or  to  remain  within  the  borders  of  that  State.  My  force  is 
still  posted,  controlling  the  railroad,  but  will  shortly  be  moved,  a  por¬ 
tion  being  returned  to  their  original  stations  and  the  balance  to  Savan¬ 
nah.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  there  are  any  new  regiments 
or  colored  regiments  disposable  at  the  North  1  can  make  them  efteetive 
by  placing  them  in  garrisons,  and  by  that  means  be  enabled  to  relieve 
all  of  General  Sherman’s  veteran  regiments. 

The  facilities  in  the  way  of  transportation,  &c.,  are  now  ample,  and  1 
apprehend  no  difficulty  in  supplying  General  Sherman’s  army  up  any 
of  the  rivers  in  South  Carolina,  should  he,  during  the  course  of  his 
march,  require  supplies  of  any  kind. 

The  health  of  the  troops  here  is  good,  and  all  the  wounded  are  doing 
well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General^  Gommandin<j. 


Headquarters  Deparment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  iS.  C.,  December  26,  1864. 

Albert  G.  Browne,  Esq., 

Supervising  Special  Agent  of  the  Treasury,  Beaufort,  S.  V. : 

Sir:  At  General  Sherman’s  request  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  he  will  turn  over  to  you  the  cotton  recently  captured  by  him  in  the 
city  of  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  417.  (  Hilton  Head,  S.  €.,  December  26,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

HI.  Lieut.  Col.  S.  L.  Woodford,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  having  been  mentioned  with  commendation  by 
his  brigade  and  division  commanders  for  gallant  conduct  during  the 
recent  operations  upon  November  30  and  December  0  and  9,  near  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  and  having  been  recommended,  on 
account  of  such  service,  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch,  commanding  Coast 
Division,  for  i)romotion  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  (vice  Colonel  Silliman,  deceased,  from  wounds  received  in  action 
December  9,  1804),  he  is  hereby  appointed  acting  colonel  of  the  Jwenty- 
sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  subject  to  the  approval  of  His  Excellency 
the  President. 

*  *  #  #  *  *  # 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  4.  G.  Foster: 

W.  1..  .AI.  BERGER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Field  report  of  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South,  December  26,  1864. 


Troops. 

Effective. 

Present. 

! 

Aggregate. 

Officer? 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

First  Jirigado . 

122 

89 

8 

19 

1 

3 

2,447 
1,877 
235 
405 
!  54 

32 

I  130 

1  89 

8 

i  21 

i  1 

3 

2, 973 
2, 246 
235 
457 
57 
32 

3, 103 
2, 335 
243 
478 
58 
35 

Socond  Brigade . ’  ..  . - . 

Artillery . 

N’aval  Rrigflih-.  .  . . . . 

Eno^ineers . 

Cavalry . 

Total  . 

! 

242 

:  5, 050 

:  252 

6,000  i  6,252 

Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Thirst  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island S.  0.,  December  26.,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding  Post.,  Morris  Island,  S.  C. : 

Colonel  :  The  brigadier-geueral  coiiimandiiig  direets  that  you  cause 
dry  brush  to  be  piled  in  front  of  the  forts  and  batteries  on  this  island 
where  the  ground  admits,  at  a  distance  of  from  200  to  300  yards,  and  at 
those  points  where  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  enemy  would  make 
an  attack.  This  is  intended,  in  tlie  latter  case,  to  be  tired,  so  as  to 
throw  a  strong  light  on  the  space  in  Iront,  thus  enabling  the  garrison  of 
the  works  to  see  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain,  21st  U.  tS.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  tSarannah,  December  26,1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  11.  Saxton, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort,  iS.  C.: 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general-iu-chief  to  acknowledge 
your  communication  to  him  under  date  of  22d  instant,  and  to  express 
liis  appreciation  of  your  readiness  to  aid  him  in  respect  to  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  contrabands.  He  regards  your  suggestions  as  to  the  islands 
you  mention  as  well  worthy  of  consideration,  especially  with  reference 
to  the  women  and  children.  For  the  abh‘-bodied  men.  General  Easton, 
chief  quartermaster,  to  whom  the  subject  is  referred,  seems  to  think  he 
can  tind  emiiloyment  for  most,  if  not  all,  of  them,  and  Lieutenant-Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  has  also  signified  his  wish  that  a  number  shall  be  sent  to 
him,  including  a  due  proportion  of  women  and  ciiildreu.  The  general 
would  be  pleased  to  see  you  here  to  confer  with  himself  and  General 
Easton  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  HITCHCOCK^ 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Wak  Department, 
Devemher  27^  1864 — 1  p,  m. 

Lieiiteuant-General  Grant  : 

Is  there  any  objection,  on  military  grounds,  to  the  President  remov- 
iDg  the  blockade  of  Savannah  by  proclamation,  and  opening  it  to-j)ublic 
trade,  except  contraband  of  war? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

{Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  27^  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  think  it  would  be  better  to  defer  the  removal  of  the  blockade  of 
Savannah  by  proclamation  until  military  operations  in  that  quarter 
are  ended. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

'  Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point.,  Va..,  December  27,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  :  Before  writing  you  definite  instructions  for  the  next  cam- 
l)aign,  I  wanted  to  receive  your  answer  to  my  letter  written  from  Wash¬ 
ington.  Your  confidence  in  being  able  to  march  up  and  join  this  army 
pleases  me,  and  I  believe  it  can  be  done.  The  effect  of  such  a  campaign 
will  be  to  disorganize  the  South,  and  prevent  the  organization  of  new 
armies  from  their  broken  fragments.  Hood  is  now  retreating,  with  his 
army  broken  and  demoralized.  His  loss  in  men  has  probably  not  been  far 
from  20,000,  besides  deserters.  If  time  is  given  the  fragments  may  be 
collected  together  and  many  of  the  deserters  reassembled  j  if  we  can 
we  should  act  to  prevent  this.  Your  spare  army,  as  it  were,  moving  as 
proposed,  will  do  this.  In  addition  to  holding  Savannah,  it  looks  to 
me  that  an  intrenched  camp  ought  to  be  held  on  the  railroad  between 
Savannah  and  Charleston.  Your  movement  toward  Branch ville  will 
inobably  enable  Foster  to  reach  this  with  his  own  force.  This  Avill 
give  us  a  position  in  the  South  from  which  we  can  thieaten  the  interior, 
without  marching  over  long  narrow  causeways  easily  defended,  as  we 
have  heretofore  been  compelled  to  do.  Could  not  such  a  canq)  be  estab¬ 
lished  about  Pocotaligo,  or  Coosawhatchie?  I  have  thought  that  Hood 
being  so  completely  wiped  out  for  present  harm,  I  might  bring  A.  »1. 
Smith  here  with  from  10,000  to  15,000  men.  With  this  increase  I  could 
hold  my  lines  and  move  out  witli  a  greater  force  than  Lee  has.  It 
would  compel  Lee  to  retain  all  his  present  force  in  the  defenses  of 
Bichmond,  or  abandon  them  entirely.  This  latter  contingency  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  only  danger  to  the  easy  success  of  your  expedition.  In  the 
event  you  should  meet  Lee’s  army,  you  would  be  comi)elled  to  beat  it,  or 
find  the  sea-coast.  Of  course  I  shall  not  let  Lee’s  army  escape  if  I  can 
help  it,  and  will  not  let  it  go  Avithout  following  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
Without  waiting  further  directions,  then,  you  may  make  preparations 
to  start  on  your  northern  expedition  without  delay.  Break  up  the  rail¬ 
roads  in  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  join  the  armies  operating 
against  Kichmond  as  soon  as  you  can.  I  will  leave  out  all  suggestions 
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about  the  route  you  should  take,  knowing  that  your  information,  gained 
daily  in  the  progress  of  events,  will  be  better  than  any  that  can  be 
obtained  now.  It  may  not  be  possible  for  you  to  march  to  the  rear  of 
Petersburg,  but  failing  in  this  you  could  strike  either  of  the  sea-coast 
ports  in  North  Carolina  held  by  us;  from  there  you  could  take  ship¬ 
ping.  It  would  be  decidedly  preferable,  however,  if  you  could  march 
the  whole  distance.  From  the  best  information  I  have,  you  will  find  no 
difficulty  in  supplying  your  army  until  you  cross  the  Poanoke.  From 
there  here  is  but  a  few  days’  march,  and  supplies  could  be  collected 
south  of  the  river  to  bring  you  through.  1  shall  establish  communica¬ 
tion  with  you  tliere  by  steam  boat  and  gun-boat.  By  this  means  your 
wants  can  be  partially  supplied.  1  shall  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon, 
and  to  hear  your  plan  and  about  the  time  of  starting.  Please  instruct 
Foster  to  hold  on  to  all  the  property  captured  in  Savannah,  and 
especially  the  cotton.  Do  not  turn  it  over  to  citizens  or  Treasury 
agents  without  orders  of  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.)  Sarannah^  Ga.j  December  27 ^  1864. 

Captain  Boutellb, 

U.  S.  Coast  Survey: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will,  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment,  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  Tybee  Light- 
House  rebuilt,  put  in  good  order,  and  relighted;  and  also  that  the 
channels  leading  up  to  Savannah  be  buoyed  and  lighted  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  291.  )  fjouisville)  Ky.^  December  27 ^  1864. 

#  *  *  ^  *  *  * 

III.  Col.  M.  C.  Garber,  senior  chief  quartermaster  of  this  department, 
will  at  once  proceed  to  New  York  City  and  procure  transportation  to 
Savannah,  Ga.,  for  the  headquarters  Department  and  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  the  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  with  the  ofticei  s 
and  men  attached  thereto. 

##***#* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

WM.  T.  CLAEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  206. 

*  * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Savannah^  Ga.,  December  27^  1864. 


V.  The  several  pioneer  corps  of  this  army  wnll  report  to  Lieutenant 
Stickney,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  for  Avork  on  the  line  of  for- 
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tifications  to  be  constructed  about  the  city.  Corps  commanders  will 
direct  the  commanding  officers  thereof  to  report  forthwith  to  Lieutenant 
Stickney  for  assignment  to  camping-ground  for  their  commands  con¬ 
tiguous  to  its  place  of  labor. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneml. 


General  ^  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  38.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  27,  1864. 

The  interests  of  the  service  demanding  the  presence  of  all  efficient 
officers  and  men  with  their  commands,  in  view  of  another  short  and 
decisive  campaign,  no  leaves  of  absence  or  furloughs,  except  on  sur- 
geoiEs  certificate  of  disability,  or  in  extreme  cases  of  family  sufiering 
and  distress,  will,  for  the  present,  be  granted  in  this  command. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard:' 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjiitant-  General. 


General  i  Headquarters  Department  and 
-Field  Orders,  >  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  39.  )  Savanjiah,  Ga.,  December  27,  1864. 

The  attention  of  the  major-general  commandiug  has  of  late  been  fre¬ 
quently  called  to  the  violation  of  orders  concerning  gambling.  This 
offense,  so  crimiual  and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  service,  must 
be  stopped,  and  hereafter  all  offenders  in  this  regard,  whether  com¬ 
missioned  officers  or  enlisted  men,  must  be  arrested  and  charges  pre¬ 
ferred  against  them.  Upon  discovery  the  offender  shall  be  dispossessed 
of  the  moneys  staked,  which  will  be  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshars 
department.  All  division  commanders,  and  officers  of  the  inspector- 
general  and  provost-marshal  departments,  are  particularly  enjoined  to 
be  vigilant  in  the  execution  of  this  order.  It  is  expected  that  regi¬ 
mental  commanders  will  at  all  times  be  careful  to  discourage  this 
growing  evil.  This  order  will  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment, 
battery,  and  detachment  in  this  command  at  the  three  successive  dress 
parades  immediately  following  its  receipt.  Officers  in  the  (piarter- 
master  and  commissary  departments  will  also  cause  it  to  be  read  to  all 
the  enlisted  men  in  their  employment. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

iSAML.  L.  TxVGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  318.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  27,  1864. 

*  •  *  *  *  *  *  * 

II.  The  formation  of  this  corps  for  the  review  to-morrow  will  be  as 
follows,  instead  of  the  manner  designated  in  Special  Orders,  No.  317, 
extract  III : 

1.  The  First  Alabama  Cavalrj"  will  form  on  Price  street,  with  its  right 
resting  on  Bay  street. 
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2.  The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding’,  will  form 
on  South  Broad  street,  with  the  right  resting  on  Price  street. 

3.  The  Third  Division  will  form  on  Liberty  street,  with  its  right  rest¬ 
ing  on  Price  street. 

4.  The  Fourth  Division  will  form  on  Jones  street,  with  its  right  rest¬ 
ing  on  Price  street. 

5.  Maj.  A.  O.  Waterhouse,  chief  of  artillery,  will  form  the  artillery  on 
the  open  ground  on  the  corner  of  Price  and  Liberty  streets. 

6.  The  position  of  the  reviewing  officer  will  be  at  the  Exchange,  on 
Bay  street. 

7.  The  hour  for  the  formation  will  be  tlie  same  as  formerly  designated* 

***-*-**# 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

(3.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Aft^iniant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Field  Orders,  >  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  184.  )  Savannah.^  Ga.,  Beceniber  27.,  1864. 

I.  Ool.  R.  K.  Scott,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry, 
having  been  ordered  North,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles,  Seventy-eighth  Ohio  Vete¬ 
ran  Volunteer  Infantry,  is  hereby  detached  from  his  regiment  and 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  this  division. 
*#**#*# 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  corps. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  27,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  hold 
your  division  in  readiness  to  cross  to-morrow  morning  to  the  north  side 
of  Savannah  River.  The  movement  will  not  be  made,  however,  until 
you  receive  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Signal  Detachment,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  27, 1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjuta^it- General ,  Department  of  the  South: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding,  that  communication  is  now  o])en  from  Hilton  Head 
to  Fort  Pulaski. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  FISHER, 

First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

General  Potter, 

Deveaux’s  Neele: 

General  :  Send  the  Twenty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  Beaufort, 
and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  to  Hilton 
Head,  as  soon  as  convenient.  I  have  given  Mr.  Lawrence,  an  honest 
man,  permission  to  bring  up  to  Tulliflnny  Point,  for  sale,  a  supi^ly  of 
tobacco,  &c.  He  will  only  charge  a  fair  profit,  25  per  cent.  Your  com¬ 
mand  will  probably  be  in  its  present  position  from  five  to  seven  days 
longer.  I  go  to  Savannah  to-day,  to  be  back  in  three  days. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  G.  P^OSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — One  corps  of  General  Sherman^s  army  will,  in  a  few  days,  cross 
the  Savannah  and  commence  the  destruction  of  the  railroad.  ‘  You  can 
co-operate  in  any  way  that  you  deem  advisable  at  the  time;  only  do 
not  sacrifice  men,  as  General  Shermon  will  take  care,  in  time,  to  destroy 
the  railroad.  You  can,  at  least,  cut  off  all  that  is  below  you  when  the 
army  corps  advances. 

J.  G.  F. 

P.  S.  S. — Send  down  Captain  Suter  to  report  to  me  at  Savannah. 

J.  G.  F. 


Deveaux’s  Neck,  December  27, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  : 

General  :  Your  note  of  this  date  is  received.  I  will  send  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  and  Twenty-sixth  Colored  Troops 
by  the  first  steamers.  I  suppose  I  shall  receive  information  of  the 
exact  time  of  General  Sherman’s  corps  advancing,  that  the  movements 
of  this  force  may  be  guided  thereby.  The  rebels  have  opened  a  bat¬ 
tery  in  front  of  and  within  500  yards  of  old  marsh  battery.”  They  have 
the  range  nicely.  They  yesterday  killed  1  man  and  wounded  2  of  the 
One  hundred  and  seventh  Ohio,  and  to-day  killed  1  man  of  the  Third 
New  York  [Light  Artillery]  and  wounded  another.  Our  own  battery 
is  rather  weak  in  construction;  I  shall  have  it  strengthened  to-night. 
We  had  expected  for  some  time  that  the  enemy  would  bring  guns  down 
to  this  point.  Please  tell  General  Hatch  that  the  Coosawhatchie  does 
run  between  our  battery  and  the  point  in  question. 

Very  respectfully, 

'  EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 

Brigadier- General,  Commandi ng. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Florida,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 
Jaclesonville^  Fla.,  December  27^  1864. 

Captain  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  Headquarters : 

Captain  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  on  the  24th  instant  Colonel 
Noble,  Seventeenth  Connecticut,  Captain  Young,  One  liundred  and 
seventh  Ohio,  and  Lieutenant  Rice,  Tliirty- fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Ti  ooi)s, 
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were  captured  by  three  of  the  enemy’s  scouts  while  en  route  from  this 
place  to  Saint  Augustine.  Colonel  Noble  was  here  as  a  witness  before 
a  general  court-martial,  and  was  to  have  returned  before  Monday  9 
a.  m.  When  I  gave  Colonel  Noble  permission  to  go  to  Saint  Augus¬ 
tine  I  cautioned  him  especially  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  being 
always  armed,  of  not  traveling  without  escort,  &c.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn  neither  of  the  parties  captured  had  arms  with  them.  Cap¬ 
tain  Young  was  permitted  to  go  at  large  on  the  ground  of  ill-health 
and  retirement  from  service  about  to  be  consummated.  Every  practi¬ 
cable  effort  is  being  made  to  rescue  these  officers,  but  I  have  very  little 
expectation,  notwithstanding  the  hopes  held  out  by  scouts,  &c.,  that 
they  will  be  successful.  I  trust  that  the  cavalry  force  destined  for  this 
district  may  be  sent  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  that  the  infantry,  tem¬ 
porarily  withdrawn,  may  be  also  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  P.  SCAMMON, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  December  28,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  Eichmond  papers  contain  the  following  items  from  Georgia : 

The  latest  official  advices  from  Georgia  indicate  that  Sherman  has  already  fol¬ 
lowed  up  the  occupation  of  Savannah  by  sending  a  force  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
infantry  upon  an  expedition,  whose  destination  can  only  be  guessed  at  from  the 
direction  in  which  it  has  moved.  These  troops  are  reported  to  have  gone  toward 
the  Altamaha  river,  and  we  shall  no  doubt  next  hear  that  they  have  crossed  that 
stream  and  are  moving  to  Southwestern  Georgia,  in  quest  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
who  were  supposed  to  be  at  Audersonville.  Sherman’s  programme  for  his  grand 
campaign  northward  seems  to  be  no  secret.  He  will  start  from  Port  Royal  and  move 
straight  on  Branchville,  the  point  of  junction  between  the  Georgian  and  Carolinian 
railroads;  he  then  proposes  to  follow  the  main  lines  of  railroad  toward  Virginia, 
stealing  and  murdering  as  much  as  he  can  by  the  way.  All  very  fine;  but  if  Sher¬ 
man  proposes,  Lee  disposes. 

From  Wilmington,  the  following  official  dispatch  was  received  last  night: 

‘^Wilmington,  December  27,  3  p.  m. 

“  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

“The  enemy  has  embarked  under  cover  of  his  fleet.  His  movement  is  not  developed. 
I  have  visited  Fort  Fisher  and  find  the  damage  slight,  except  the  buildings  not 
necessary  for  defense;  only  two  guns  disabled.  The  marks  remaining  indicate  that 
the  bombardment  was  very  heavy.  Major-General  Whiting,  commanding  the 
defenses  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Colonel  Lamb,  commanding  the  fort,  and  the 
officers  and  men  composing  the  garrison  deserve  especial  commendation  for  the  gal¬ 
lantry,  efficiency,  and  fortitude  displayed  under  very  trying  circumstances. 

“BRAXTON  BRAGG.” 

From  Southwestern  Virginia: 

The  Lynchburg  Virginian  has  the  following  additional  in  relation  to  the  capture 
of  the  salt-works,  announced  officially  on  yesterday: 

We  had  been  led  to  hope  that  these  inqiortant  works  were  safe,  but  the  sources 
from  which  their  reported  capture  comes  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  its  correctness. 
They  were  occupied  by  the  enemy  on  Tuesday  the  20th,  and  held  by  them,  as  is 
stated,  until  Thursday,  when  they  retreated  towards  Bristol.  We  learn  that  the 
jilace  was  held  by  about  200  reserves,  under  Colonel  Preston,  the  most  of  whom 
escaped  capture.  The  works  are  reported  to  be  but  little  damaged,  and  we  under¬ 
stand  that  persons  who  have  visited  them  since  the  occupation  by  the  enemy  think 
they  can  be  put  in  working  order  again  by  the  first  of  February.  A  large  quantity 
of  salt,  already  gotten  out,  was  destroyed,  and  all  the  buildings  at  the  place  were 
burned;  several  pieces  of  artillery  were  also  captured  by  them,  ])ut  they  got  but 
little  else  of  any  kind.  General  Breckinridge,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  at  Saltville, 
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preparing  to  follo^v  the  enemy  on  his  retreat.  Beyond  continued  skirmishing  with 
their  rear  guard,  no  turther  fighting  has  taken  place  than  that  already  reported.  A 
gentleman  who  passed  over  the  railroad  from  Bristol  to  Glade  Spring  after  the 
enemy  advanced  says  the  bridges  between  these  places  are  all  burned,  but  that  the 
track  is  uninjured. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

l7i  the  Field,  Savannah,  Decemher  28,  1864. 

General  J.  D.  Webster, 

Nashville^  Tenn. : 

General  :  Inclosed  please  find  an  order  for  removal  of  headquar¬ 
ters  to  this  place;  and  1  will  further  exiilaiii  General  Sherman^s  wishes, 
as  he  has  .given  me  the  directions.  The  officers  to  be  transferred  are 
General  Webster,  Colonel  Sawyer,  Captain  Rochester,  Captain  Cover- 
dale,  and  Lieutenant  Towner,  of  General  Barry’s  staff;  also  Captain 
Jenney,  with  Captair.  Poe’s  office.  All  the  other  officers  on  duty  at  head¬ 
quarters  will  be  relieved  and  returned  to  their  commands,  as  also  all 
clerks,  orderlies,  and  messengers  not  belonging  to  organizations  in  this 
part  of  the  command.  All  public  property  at  headquarters  will  be 
properly  disposed  of  by  orders,  and  left,  and  the  office  records,  papers, 
&c.,  proper,  be  brought  along.  Your  private  horses  will  be  disposed  of 
as  each  of  you  may  prefer,  by  sale,  by  taking  quartermaster’s  receipts, 
or  otherwise,  but  not  be  brought  here,  as  transportation  from  New  York 
cannot  be  obtained.  The  Regular  Battalion  Thirteenth  Infantry  will 
not  come.  Captain  Poe  sends  instructions  for  Captain  Jenney;  and  in 
the  absence  of  General  Barry  I  presume  Lieutenant  Towner  must  bring 
only  his  office  proper.  The  general  wishes  his  trunk,  and  also  the 
effects  or  baggage  for  all  the  staff  Iiere  should  be  brought  along;  all  of 
us  have  more  or  less  with  Colonel  Sa  wyer  and  yourself.  You  will  come 
via  New  York,  and  thence  by  regular  steamer.  You  can  make  the 
necessary  orders  covering  these  points  and  giving  transportation.  The 
clerks,  messengers,  and  orderlies  belonging  to  this  part  of  the  command 
will  be  brought  along.  This  relieves  from  duty  at  headquarters  Cap¬ 
tain  Rankin,  Captain  Stockdale,  Lieutenant  Newlin,  and  any  others  not 
enumerated  as  to. come  here. 

I  am  aware  the  general  lias  written  you  fully  the  news,  &c.,  regard¬ 
ing  the  campaign  just  closed,  and  I  can  only  add,  all  seems  to  be  work¬ 
ing  well  here. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aidede-  Camp. 

[Tnclosiire.] 

Special  1  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  [  Tn  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

•  No.  144.  \  December  27,  1864. 

*#***## 

XI.  The  general  and  business  headquarters  of  this  military  division 
will  be  moved  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  direction 
of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  I).  Webster. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aidede-Camp, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah^  December  28^' 1864. 
Messrs.  P.  J.  Stanfield,  A.  J.  Paoett,  and  others. 

Of  Liberty  and  Tattnall  Counties ^  Oa. : 

Gentlemen:  I  have  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted,  by  yon. 
Tliey  are  surely  strong  enough  and  patriotic  enough.  1  will  aid  you 
all  possible,  and  do  all  in  my  power  to  encourage  you  and  defend  you 
in  your  course.  1  do  think  we  have  been  at  war  long  enough  for  truth 
to  reveal  itself.  We  are  fellow-countrymen  and  bound  by  every  princi- 
l)le  of  honor  and  honesty  to  maintain  and  defend  the  Union  given  us 
by  Washington,  and  that  is  all  I  aim  at,  and  the  moment  Georgia 
resumes  her  place  in  the  Union  and  sends  Representatives  to  Congress 
she  is  at  once  at  peace,  and  all  the  laws  both  national  and  State  are 
revived.  If  you  will  stay  at  home  quietly,  and  call  back  your  sons  and 
neighbors  to  resume  their  peaceful  pursuits,  I  will  promise  you  ammu¬ 
nition  to  protect  yourselves  and  property.  If  rebel  soldiers  do  any  of 
you  violence  I  will  retaliate,  and  if  you  will  bring  your  produce  to 
Savannah  I  will  cause  it  to  be  protected  in  transitu,  and  allow  it  to  be 
sold  in  market  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  our  commissary  will  buy  your 
cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  &c.  It  would  be  well  to  form  a  league,  and  adopt 
some  common  certificate,  so  that  our  officers  and  soldiers  may  distin¬ 
guish  between  you  and  open  rebels.  I  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  any 
of  your  people,  and  will  do  all  that  is  fair  to  encourage  you  to  recover 
the  peace  and  prosperity  you  enjoyed  before  the  war. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAR^, 

Major-  General. 


ADDENDA. 

When  dominant  political  factions  become  so  corrupt  as  to  prefer  the 
destruction  of  the  General  Government  to  their  own  overthrow  as  mere 
parties,  and  in  support  of  such  preference  set  at  defiance  the  authority  of 
such  General  Government,  and  finally  actually  inaugurate  a  war  for  the 
destruction  of  the  same,  we  deem  it  the  right  and  duty  of  all  men  living 
in  the  country  where  such  parties  are  formed,  who  desire  to  continue 
loyal  to  their  Government,  to  resist  if  possible  all  attempts  to  make 
them  take  up  arms  against  the  same;  but  if  not  able  to  make  an  open 
resistance,  then  we  deem  it  not  at  all  dishonorable  to  evade  stealthily 
such  unnatural,  unlawful,  and  treasonable  measures,  nor  do  we  deem  it 
dishonorable  to  aid  in  the  same  or  any  other  manner  the  open  defend¬ 
ers  of  our  cause. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved.^  That  we,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Liberty 
and  Tattnall  Counties  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  either  deserted  from 
the  army  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  at  home,  in  violation  of 
the  conscript  law  thereof,  or  by  reason  of  our  old  age,  will  never  aid 
in  carrying  on  this  wicked  rebellion  against  our  Government. 

Resolved.,  That  we  will  band  together,  under  the  leadership  of  some 
suitable  person,  in  order  that  we  may  better  defend  our  lives  and  our 
proi)erty  against  the  execution  of  barbarous  threats  and  orders  uttered 
and  issued  against  us  by  rebel  leaders. 

Resolved,  That  the  occui)ation  of  Georgia  by  the  Federal  army  is  in 
accordance  with  our  wishes,  and  that  we  will  reiider  any  assistance  in 
our  power  to  said  army  that  may  [be]  asked. 
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Resolved^  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  principle  of  secession,  and 
look  upon  all  who  support  said  principle  as  traitors  to  our  Govern¬ 
ment. 

Resolved^  That  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  we  will  recognize  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  alone,  as  the  supreme  law  of 
our  land,  to  which,  though  temporarily  suspended  here,  we  steadily 
look  for  that  protection  which,  as  American  citizens,  we  are  entitled  to 
enjoy. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  of  this  meeting  be  appointed  to  proceed 
as  soon  as  practicable  with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  nearest 
Federal  camp. 

We  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  not  divulge  to  any  one  at  all  not 
present  at  this  meeting  anything  connected  therewith,  or  transpired 
thereat,  without  the  full  consent  and  approbation  of  the  chairman 
thereof,  so  help  me  God. 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  penalty  will  be  death  for  any  person  who 
reveals  any  part  of  the  above  obligation  or  resolution  or  proceeding 
of  this  meeting  that  has  been  transacted,  or  may  hereafter  be  trans¬ 
acted  at  any  subsequent. 

The  following-named  persons  will  act  to  form  resolutions  for  this 
meeting  to  be  governed  by:  P.  J.  Standfield,  A.  J.  Pagett,  Asa  Barnett, 
J.  E.  Beasly,  Jno.  S.  Long. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  145.  )  December  28,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

V.  Capt.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer,  is  hereby  authorized,  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  instructions  to  build  a  line  of  defense  for  the  city  of  Savannah, 
to  remove  or  destroy  buildings  of  any  character,  to  give  orders  for  the 
removal  of  any  camp  of  troops  or  other  obstacles  in  the  way,  and  com¬ 
manders  of  troops  will  assist  Captain  Poe  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
removal  of  camps  that  may  interfere  with  his  proposed  line. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  28^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  In  consequence  of  the  rain  I  have  postponed  the  review 
of  Major-General  Blair’s  command  to  11  a.  m.  Friday,  the  30th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

O.  ().  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  December  28^  1804. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

General:  It  is  reported  to  me  by  my  officers  that  the  animals  of 
this  army  are  actually  suffering  for  want  of  forage.  It  is  reported  to 
me  by  Major  Thomas  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  within  six  miles  of 
this  city,  and  that  it  can  be  landed  without  any  trouble  at  Thunderbolt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 


In  the  Fields  Savannah,  December  28^  1804. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General:  The  chief  quartermaster  represents  that  paragraph  111, 
Special  Field  Orders,  No.  141,*  has  not  been  complied  with  as  yet,  and 
he  desires  it  shall  be  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  reason  that  for  the 
absence  of  this  guard  and  fatigue  service,  the  public  property  cannot 
be  protected  nor  the  supplies  arrived  be  furnished  the  army.  Please 
give  this  your  earliest  attention,  as  General  Easton  is  in  pressing  need 
-  of  the  detail  of  men. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Enoineer  Office, 
Savaimah,  Ga.,  December  28,  1804. 

Capt.  O.  M.  Poe, 

Chief  Fngineer  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipjri : 

I  have  to  rei)ort  that  1  have  examined  the  ground  for  the  new  line  of 
fortihcations  about  the  city.  The  line  will  run  so  as  to  render  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  destroy  some  old  buildings  (some  of  them  occuined  by  families) 
and  to  remove  some  ot  the  cami^s  of  our  troops.  1  have  located  the 
line  to  interfere  with  both  of  these  as  little  as  possible.  I  think  it 
necessary  to  give  me  authority,  in  orders,  to  have  all  buildings  or  cami)s 
in  the  way  of  the  line  of  works  removed  at  once. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  B.  REESE, 

Capt.  of  Engineers,  Chief  Engineer  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  207. 

*  # 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Arm  y  of  the  Tennessee, 
Savannah.,  Ga.,  December  28,  1804. 


III.  Permission  to  i)roceed  to  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort,  S.  G.,  to 
return  as  soon  as  practicable,  is  granted  to  Maj.  Gen.  Ik  »Ioseph  Oster- 


*  See  p.  802, 
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haus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  Surgeon  Niccolls,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  with  one  hospital  steward.  U.  S.  Government  transports 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

*•*#*#** 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistmi t  A djutan t- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  PTrst  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

FTo.  81.  ]  Savamiah,  Ga.,  December  28,  1864. 

.  I.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  the  general  commanding.  Col. 
James  A.  Williamson,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  will  assume  command  of 
this  division. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSOX, 

Actiuif  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  I5th  A.  C., 

Ko.  8.  )  tSavannali^  Ga.,  December  28,  1864. 

During  the  absence  of  Col.  James  A.  Williamson,  temporarily  coin- 
manding  the  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Col.  George  A. 
Stone,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Intantry,  will  assume  command  of  this 
brigade. 

By  order  of  Col.  Janies  A.  Williamson : 

CHxVRLES  MxVCKENZIE, 

Acthaj  Assistant  Adjutant- General . 


Headquakters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  December  28,  1861. 

Colonel  Martin, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  mov(‘ 
your  command  to  a  point  within  four  or  five  miles  of  this  place,  suitable 
for  a  good  camp,  in  order  that  you  may  more  easily  communicate  with 
the  city,  your  base  for  supplies. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  F.  WllITElIEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  178.  S  Xear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  28,  1861. 

***#*## 

11.  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  311),  extract  V,  headquar¬ 
ters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  of  date  December  28,  18()4,  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Indiana  Regiment  Volunteer  Infantry  is  detached  from  the  Third 
Brigade  of  this  command,  and  will  report  to  General  Easton,  chief 
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quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  for  duty.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  regiment  will  at  once  report  in  person  to  General 
Easton  for  orders. 

*  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower: 

cpiAS.  oheistense:n, 

Lieut. j  Aide-de-Camj)^  and  Actmg  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fifty-fifth  Beot.  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Savannah  J  Ga.y  Decemher  28  j  1864. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Young, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  28th  instant,  I 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

At  6  a.  m.  of  the  21st  instant,  being  then  on  duty  as  officer  of  the 
day  for  the  brigade,  I  was  informed  that  General  Geary  reported  that 
his  pickets  occupied  the  enemy’s  works.  Hastening  to  the  picket-line 
I  ordered  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  line  of  sentinels  to  send  a  few 
men  forward  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy’s  works.  Before  these  men, 
however,  had  started  I  saw  a  white  flag  passing  up  the  railroad  track, 
and  ordered  the  whole  line  forward  immediately.  Before  reaching  the 
enemy’s  works,  however,  a  serious  obstruction  was  met.  A  dense 
slashing  of  small  timber  filled  the  depression  in  our  front,  which  was 
so  well  constructed  as  to  be  nearly  impassable.  No  great  depth  of 
water  was  found,  but  two  or  three  ditches  had  been  tilled  with  water 
to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet.  It  was  nearly  fifteen  minutes  before 
all  the  pickets  succeeded  in  reaching  the  railroad,  and  while  collecting 
them  the  division  officer  of  the  day  appeared  and  ordered  me  to  ad¬ 
vance,  keeping  the  right  of  my  line  on  the  railroad.  Some  six  of  the 
enemy  now  appeared  and  gave  themselves  up,  pointing  out  at  the  same 
time  three  tori)edoes  which  had  been  imbedded  in  the  bed  of  the  rail¬ 
road.  These  prisoners  Avere  immediately  sent  with  a  guard  to  brigade 
headquarters,  and  the  line  moved  into  the  enemy’s  works.  These 
works  were  not  minutely  examined  by  me,  as  I  was  ordered  to  move 
rapidly  along,  but  it  is  my  impression  that  the  number  of  guns  in  the 
works  at  this  point  was  six,  five  of  them  being  heavy  iron  guns 
mounted  upon  siege  carriages  and  one  brass  piece  mounted  upon  a 
field  carriage.  There  was  also  quite  a  good,  supply  of  ammunition  for 
these  guns.  I  left  a  guard  over  the  cai)tiired  guns  and  ammunition 
consisting  of  one  sergeant  and  eight  men.  This  fact  was  reported  to 
the  brigade  officef  of  the  day  who  succeeded  me.  The  line  having 
been  reformed  was  now  moved  toward  the  city.  Troops  could  be  seen 
in  the  distance  i)assing  over  the  railroad,  but  it  could  not  be  determined 
whether  or  not  they  were  the  enemy.  tJx)on  reaching  a  point  about  a 
mile  from  the  enemy’s  Avorks  an  officer  of  the  Third  Division  having 
Avith  him  a  few  men  called  to  me  from  a  road  leading  to  the  right,  and 
requested  me  to  send  some  men  a\  ith  him  to  take  ])ossessi()n  of  a  maga¬ 
zine  near  by  Avhich  Avas  said  to  be  guarded.  One  officer  and  about 
tAventy-five  men  Avere  detached  for  this  purpose,  Avho  reported  about  half 
an  hour  later  that  the  magazine,  containing  considerable  ammunition, 
had  been  taken,  and  Avith  it  1  captain  and  32  men  left  as  a  guard. 
This  was  reported  to  the  division  officer  of  the  day  and  received  his 
approval.  The  troops  passing  over  the  railroad  before  us  had  by  this 
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time  been  discovered  to  be  of  our  own  forces,  and  the  deployed  line 
having  been  drawn  in  the  column  marched  by  the  flank  down  the  rail¬ 
road.  Upon  reaching  the  railroad  bridge  near  the  city  a  guard  for¬ 
bade  further  advancing,  and  I  reported  to  the  division  officer  of  the 
day,  who  ordered  me  to  march  to  the  present  camp  ground  of  the 
division  and  await  the  arrival  of  the  brigade.  The  brigade  arrived 
about  11  a.  m.,  at  which  time  the  pickets  were  dismissed  and  my  suc¬ 
cessor  reported  for  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  OSBOEN, 

Captain y  Fifty- fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Flag-ship  Malvern, 

At  Sea,  off  coast  of  North  Carolina,  December  29,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

My  Dear  General  :  I  send  Captain  Breese  to  communicate  with 
you,  and  tell  you  about  matters  and  things  in  this  quarter.  I  congrat¬ 
ulate  you  on  your  success,  which  I  knew  was  sure  when  you  started. 
I  told  the  world  you  would  be  off*  Savannah  on  the  10th,  and  you  were 
not  far  off  on  that  day.  I  feel  certain  that  you  are  in  Savannah  to-day, 
or  will  be  there  in  a  week.  When  you  have  captured  that  place  I  invite 
you  to  add  to  your  brow  the  laurels  thrown  away  by  General  Butler 
after  they  were  laid  at  his  feet  by  the  navy,  and  which  neither  he  nor 
those  with  him  had  the  courage  to  gather  up.  I  felt  sure  that  it  would 
be  so  when  we  started  on  the  expedition.  We  attacked  Fort  Fisher, 
silenced  it,  blew  it  up,  burned  it  out,  and  knocked  it  to  pieces.  An  officer 
belonging  to  the  small  skirmishing  party  of  twenty  men  sent  out  by  the 
force  that  landed  on  the  beach  went  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher  and 
brought  away  the  flag  that  we  had  shot  down.  A  sergeant  went 
through  the  sally-port  into  the  fort,  and  met  there  a  rebel  orderly 
ready  to  mount  a  horse  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  letter.  He  killed 
the  orderly,  searched  his  body,  found  the  dispatch,  mounted  the  horse 
and  rode  out  of  the  fort.  Another  soldier  went  in  and  brought  out  a 
mule  that  was  stowed  away  in  a  bomb-proof;  another  fired  his  musket 
at  a  crowd  of  cowering  wretches  stowed  away  in  the  bomb-proof.  'Not¬ 
withstanding  all  this  General  Butler  decided  not  to  attack  Fort  Fisher, 
‘‘‘‘  as  the  navy  tire  has  not  injured  it  as  a  defensive  work !”  Great  heav¬ 
ens!  what  are  we  coming  to*?  Well,  I  think  that  Providence  intended 
it  to  be  so;  and  it  rests  with  you  to  add  new  honors  to  your  name, 
already  famous,  notwithstanding  the  newspaper  reporters.  This  is 
merely  on  your  way  to  Eichmond.  Take  this  place  and  you  take  the 
creme  de  la  creme’^  of  the  rebellion.  I  leave  to  Captain  Breese  to  tell 
you  all  my  views;  and  I  do  hope,  my  dear  general,  that  you  will  second 
me  here  and  let  our  people  see  the  folly  of  employing  such  generals  as 
Butler  and  Banks.  I  have  tried  them  both,  and  God  save  me  from 
further  connection  with  such  generals.  With  you  1  feel  sure  of  suc¬ 
cess,  and  shall  bless  the  day  when  I  shall  once  more  see  your  esteemed 
self  in  our  midst.  A  host  of  old  friends  are  here  to  welcome  you,  and 
show  you  the  most  magnificent  naval  fight  you  ever  laid  your  eyes  on. 
I  hope  soon  to  see  you  here.  T  have  much  to  tell  you  that  will  aston¬ 
ish  you. 

Yery  truly  and  sincerelv,  yours, 

DAVID  D.  POETFR, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah^  December  29^  1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer  IT.  S.  Army^  Washington^  D.  C.: 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
circular  dated  November  21,  1864,  requesting  me  to  furnish  for  your 
information  the  names  of  officers  connected  with  my  command  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  who  have  been  mentioned  for  distinguished  and 
n.eritorious  conduct  during  the  present  or  previous  campaigns  against 
the  rebellious  States,  with  recommendations  for  brevet  rank.  In  com¬ 
pliance  therewith  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  for  promotion  by 
brevet,  as  below  stated,  the  following  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
connected  with  my  command  during  the  late  and  previous  campaigns: 

First.  Capt.  O.  M.  Poe,  Corps  of  Engineers,  chief  engineer  of  the  Mil¬ 
itary  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  has  been  in  constant  daily  service 
near  my  person  since  the  beginning  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  His 
services  have  been  of  the  very  highest  value  throughout  that  and  the 
campaign  just  ended,  and  have  been  rendered  with  a  zeal,  promptitude, 
and  fidelity  which  have  left  nothing  to  desire.  I  consider  that  he  has 
fairly  earned  the  commission  he  formerly  held  as  brigadier-general  of 
volunteers,  but  I  prefer  that  he  should  be  brevet  brigadier-general  in 
the  Eegular  Army,  in  order  that  1  may  retain  him  near  my  person  as 
long  as  I  have  the  honor  to  exercise  an  active  command  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States.  I  find  him  so  thoroughly  qualified  that  I  would 
be  lost  without  him. 

Second.  Capt.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer  of  the  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  has  proved  himself  a  most  earnest  and  efficient 
officer,  to  whom  the  highest  praise  is  awarded  by  his  immediate  supe¬ 
riors  for  the  valuable  service  he  has  rendered  in  all  departments  under 
his  control.  I  respectfully  recommend  him  for  the  brevet  rank  of 
colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 

Third.  First  Lieut.  Amos  Stickney,  Corps  of  Engineers,  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  is  recommended 
as  a  zealous  and  efficient  officer,  who  has  at  all  times  satisfactorily  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  imposed  upon  him,  and  has  fairly  earned  promotion 
by  one  grade. 

Fourth.  First  Lieut.  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers,  joined 
my  command  during  the  Atlanta  campaign — afterward  doing  duty  at 
Rome,  Ga.,  under  Brigadier-General  Corse,  participating  in  the  heroic 
defense  of  Allatoona  Pass,  and  serving  during  the  recent  campaign  as 
chief  engineer  of  the  Left  Wing  of  this  army,  under  Major-General 
Slocum,  commanding,  who  has  expressed  satisfaction  with  his  discharge 
of  the  duties  thus  assigned  him.  For  Lieutenant  Ludlow’s  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  defense  of  Allatoona  Pass,  I  respectfully  recommend  him  for 
the  brevet  rank  of  captain,  U.  S.  Army,  and  for  that  of  major  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  his  services  during  the  last  campaign. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Please  send  a  copy  of  your  circular  to  Major-General  Thomas, 
at  Nashville,  that  he  may  rei)ort  direct  to  you  concern ing  the  officers  of 
the  Engineer  Corps  serving  in  that  branch  of  my  command. 

W.  T.  S., 
Major-General. 
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War  Department, 

Office  of  Director  and  General  Manager  of 

Military  Eailroads  U.  S., 
Washington^  Dece^nher  29^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

iSavannah,  Ga. : 

General:  lam  mstructed  to  send  military  railroad  operatives  to 
Savannah  to  put  the  captured  rolling-stock  in  good  order,  and  perform 
any  service  you  may  require  of  the  railroad.  Col.  W.  W.  Wright, 
chief  engineer,  is  ordered  upon  this  duty,  and  will  shortly  leave  for 
Savannah  with  a  sul!icient  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  O.  McCALLUM, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  and  General  Manager  of  Military  Bailroads  U.  S. 


Special  ) 
Field  Orders,  } 
No.  208.  ) 

#  * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Sdvannah,  Ga.,  Beeember  29,  1864. 
***** 


VI.  At  the  special  request  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus,  com¬ 
manding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  assistant  adju¬ 
tant-general,  IT.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  at  these  headquar¬ 
ters  and  temporarily  assigned  as  assistant  adjutant- general,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  will  report  forthwith  accordingly. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  .  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  210.  (  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  29,  1864. 

******* 

III.  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  commanding  Second  Division,  will 
move  his  command  at  once  to  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  and  have  them 
ready  for  review  by  Major-General  Sherman  at  11  a.  m.  on  Saturday 
next  (December  31). 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

H.  N.  WHEELER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  4th  Div.,  17th  A.  C., 

No.  10.  (  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  29,  1864. 

The  brigade  commander  tenders  his  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  this  command,  and  congratulates  them  on  their  excellent  appearance 
at  the  review  of  this  day.  In  their  execution  of  the  different  move¬ 
ments,  their  steadiness  and  accuracy  of  march,  and  the  general  clean¬ 
liness  and  good  condition  of  arms,  accouterments,  and  clothing,  they 
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more  than  equaled  his  expectation,  and  the  more  so  because  a  large 
I)ortion  of  the  brigade  consists  of  recruits  who  have  had  but  little  op¬ 
portunity  for  drill  or  exercise  in  the  manual.  General  Sherman  was 
much  gratified,  saying  that  the  brigade  was  a  fine  body  of  men.” 
While  tlianking  the  command  for  having  acquitted  themselves  thus 
well,  the  general  would  remind  them  it  is  only  by  improving  every 
leisure  opportunity,  and  especially  the  i)resent  one,  in  constant  drill 
and  the  manual,  that  they  can  preserve  to  the  brigade  the  reputation 
they  have  gained. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap: 

O.  I).  KINSMAN, 

A  ssistcmt  A djutant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  December  29^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  Third  Division  is  ordered  to  cross  the  river  early 
to  morrow  morning.  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
you  take  up,  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning,  in  addition  to  the  line  you 
now  hold,  that  now  held  by  the  Third  Division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutayit- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  172.  j  Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 

Col.  C.  L.  Kilburn,  assistant  commissary-general  of  subsistence,  D. 
S.  Army,  having  reported  at  these  headquarters  in  comxiliance  with 
Special  Orders,  No.  431,  paragraph  47,  current  series,  from  the  War 
Department,  dated  Adjutant-GeneraPs  OfQce,  Washington,  D.  C.,  De- 
ceiuber  5,  1864,  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  commissary  of  subsist¬ 
ence  of  this  department,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

^  W.  L.  M.  BUKGEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  8.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Department  of  the  8outk : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  lias 
occurred  in  this  command  since  my  last  communication.  Five  d(‘serters 
of  the  First  South  Carolina  Infantry  from  Sullivan’s  Island  and  one  ol 
the  Second  South  Carolina  Artillery  from  James’  Island  have  come  into 
our  lines.  The  general  information  brought  by  these  men  is  the  same 
as  is  already  in  our  possession.  They  state  that  the  details  from  the 
troops  on  Sullivan’s  Island  that  had  been  sent  to  Pocotaligo  and  Savan¬ 
nah  (only  about  150  men)  returned  last  week.  They  represent  a  de¬ 
pressed,  dispirited  feeling  as  existing  amongst  officers  and  men,  and 
give  various  rumors  that  are  Hying  aliout  camp  which  tend  to  corrobo- 
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rate  tliis.  The  enemy  coutiuiies  fatigue  work  on  some  of  his  batteries 
on  James  Island,  and  especially  on  the  new  batteries  near  Stono  Eiver 
on  John’s  Island.  As  regards  sending  Mrs.  Thomas  and  her  daugh¬ 
ters  across  our  lines  by  flag  of  truce,  I  endeavored  to  communicate  with 
the  enemy  in  the  harbor  on  the  first  day  of  the  ladies'  arrival  here,  but 
my  flag  of  truce  was  not  accepted.  Yesterday  was  too  stormy  to  admit 
of  meeting  in  the  harbor,  and  to-day  I  propose  to  send  a  flag  of  truce 
over  from  Cole’s  Island  and  endeavor  to  effect  the  transfer  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SOHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Distriet, 


Private  and  Confidential.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  December  30y  1864* 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Hherman, 

Savannah: 

My  Hear  General:  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention,  in 
this  private  and  friendly  way,  to  a  matter  which  may  possibly  hereafter 
be  of  more  importance  to  you  than  either  of  us  may  now  anticipate. 
While  almost  every  one  is  praising  your  great  march  through  Georgia 
and  the  capture  of  Savannah,  there  is  a  certain  class,  having  now  great 
influence  with  the  President,  and  very  probably  anticipating  still  more 
on  a  change  of  Cabinet,  who  are  decidedly  disposed  to  make  a  point 
against  you— I  mean  in  regard  to  Inevitable  Sambo.”  They  say  that 
you  have  manifested  an  almost  crimmal  dislike  to  the  negro,  and  that 
you  are  not  willing  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  him,  but  repulse  him  with  contempt.  They  say  you  might  have 
brought  with  you  to  Savannah  more  than  50,000,  thus  stripping 
Georgia  of  that  number  of  laborers  and  opening  a  road  by  which  as 
many  more  could  have  escaped  from  their  masters;  but  that  instead 
of  this  you  drove  them  from  your  ranks,  prevented  them  from  following 
you  by  cutting  the  bridges  in  your  rear,  and  thus  caused  the  massacre 
of  large  numbers  by  Wlieeler’s  cavalry. 

To  those  who  know  you  as  I  do  such  accusations  will  pass  as  the  idle 
winds,  for  we  presume  that  you  discouraged  the  negroes  from  following 
yousimxfly  because  you  had  not  the  means  o|||^supportiug  them  and  feared 
they  might  seriously  embarrass  your  march.  But  there  are  others,  and 
among  them  some  in  high  authority,  who  think,  or  jiretend  to  think, 
otherwise,  and  they  are  decidedly  disposed  to  make  a  point  against  you. 

I  do  not  write  this  to  induce  you  to  conciliate  this  class  of  men  by 
doing  anything  which  you  do  not  think  right  and  proper  and  for  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  Government  and  the  country,  but  simxily  to  call  your 
attention  to  certain  things  which  are  viewed  here  somewhat  ditterently 
than  from  your  standpoint.  I  will  ex])lain  as  briefly  as  possible: 
Some  here  think  that,  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  labor  in  the  South, 
and  the  iirobability  that  a  part,  at  least,  of  the  able-bodied  slaves  will  be 
called  into  the  military  service  of  the  rebels,  it  is  of  the  greatest  impor¬ 
tance  to  open  outlets  by  which  the  slaves  can  escape  into  our  lines,  and, 
they  say,  that  the  route  you  have  passed  over  should  be  made  the  route 
of  escape  and  Savannah  the  great  jilace  of  refuge.  These  I  know  are  the 
views  of  some  of  the  leading  men  in  the  administration,  and  theynow  ex- 
press  dissativsfaction  that  you  did  not  carry  them  out  in  your  great  raid. 

*  General  tShennan’s  reply  of  January  12, 1805,  refers  to  this  letter  as  dated  January 
1st,  hut  General  llalleck's  copy  is  dated  as  here  given. 
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l^ow  tliat  yon  are  in  possession  of  Savannah,  and  there  can  be  no 
further  fears  about  supplies,  would  it  not  be  possible  for  you' to  reopen 
these  avenues  of  escax^e  for  the  negroes  without  interfering  with  your 
military  operations'?  Could  not  such  escai)ed  slaves  find,  at  least,  a 
partial  sux:>x)ly  of  food  in  the  rice  fields  about  Savannah,  and  occupation 
in  the  rice  and  cotton  plantations  on  the  coast? 

I  merely  throw  out  these  suggestions ;  I  know  that  such  a  course 
would  be  approved  by  the  Government,  and  I  believe  that  a  manifesta¬ 
tion  on  your  part  of  a  desire  to  bring  the  slaves  within  our  lines  will 
do  much  to  silence  your  Qpx)oneuts. 

You  will  appreciate  my  motives  in  writing  this  private  letter. 

Yours,  truly, 


H.  W.  IIALLEOK. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  30,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  TI.  Army,  Washington,  J). 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Sherman  to  say  that 
he  wishes  to  accumulate  at  this  place  as  soon  as  possible  sixty  days’ 
forage  for  35,000  animals.  Wehave  to-day  but  one  day’s  grain  on  hand 
and  none  in  the  sound  or  river.  I  understand  there  is  a  ship-load  at 
Hilton  Head.  I  sent  a  steamer  last  night  to  tow  the  shij)  to  this  place, 
and  hope  she  will  be  at  the  bar  before  we  are  entirely  out.  The  corps 
quartermasters  are  slow  in  getting  in  their  estimates  for  supplies.  I 
send  you  inclosed  an  estimate  of  clothing  and  caini)  equipage  which  I 
require  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  sent  to  Hilton  Head  and 
Pensacola.  I  will  be  glad  to  get  the  clothing  mentioned  on  this  esti¬ 
mate  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  sent  to  Pensacola  for  the  clothing 
you  sent  to  that  point.  I  will  try  and  send  you  an  estimate  of  quarter¬ 
master’s  stores  by  next  mail.  Supplies  should  be  sent  to  this  place,  if 
])ossible,  in  vessels  not  drawing  over  thirteen  feet  watery  if  larger  ves¬ 
sels  are  sent  the  freight  will  have  to  be  trans-shipxied  to  small  steamers. 
We  want  here  very  much  a  light  class  of  steamers  and  Schuylkill 
barges  for  the  purpose  of  removing  freight  from  heavy-draft  vessels  lying 
at  the  roadstead  below  this  place,  and  communicating  from  here  to 
Hilton  Head,  and  through  other  inland  i)assages.  I  will  be  glad  if  you 
will  send  me  six  steamers  suitable  for  this  purpose.  The  class  of  boats 
most  needed  are  highquessure,  double-engine  boats,  of  wide  beam  and 
very  light  draft.  I  desire,  also,  that  you  send  me  twenty  Schuylkill 
barges,  six  of  them  to  be  double-deckers  or  jjleasure  barges.  The 
steamers  we  iiow  have  here  are  not  suitable  for  our  purpose,  as  there  is 
only  four  feet  water  at  low  tide  on  the  bar  in  the  south  channel,  which 
we  are  compelled  to  use  owing  to  obstructions  in  the  north  channel. 
Admiral  Hahlgren  reports  that  these  obstructions  cannot  be  removed. 
1  am  preparing  to  give  them  a  trial  myself,  and  hope  1  will  succeed. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  EASTON, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Chief  Quartermaster, 

By  sending  vessels  around  through  Wassaw  Sound  we  can  get  about 
thirteen  feet  water  up  to  this  place  at  high  tide.  Order  forward  the 
sixty  days’  grain  as  raj)idly  as  possible. 

L.  (k  EASTON, 

Quartermaster. 
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General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  GO.  ^  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  30,  1864. 

Maj.  Maxwell  Woodliull,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
having  reported  in  accordance  with  paragraph  VI,  Speeial  Field 
Orders,  No.  208,  headquarters  Deiiartment  and  Army  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  adjutant- general  at  these 
headquarters,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

H.  N.  WHEELER, 

A  SH\H  tan  t  A  dj  ntant-  Geneva  I . 


General  Orders,  )  TTdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  Gl.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  30,  1864, 

In  accordance  with  paragraph  3,  General  Orders,  No.  59,  head¬ 
quarters  Department  and  Army  of  tlie  Tennessee,  series  of  18G3,  the 
lollo wing-named  officers  are  relieved  from  duty  with  their  respective 
commands  and  are  hereby  assigned  as  acting  assistant  inspectors- 
general,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly:  Capt.  Albert 
Head,  Tenth  Iowa  Volunteers,  for  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps;  Lieut.  A.  D.  Cameron,  Seventh  Iowa  Veteran 
Volunteers,  for  Second  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  211.  )  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  30, 1864. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  take  immediate  steps  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad,  telegraph  lines,  or  buildings  connected  with 
the  same,  in  the  vicinity  of  their  respective  camps. 

**##**# 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  30,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  your  division  move 
early  to-morrow  morning  to  Hutchinsoids  Island,  where  a  pdutoon 
bridge  will  be  laid  to  the  South  Carolina  shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  (].,  December  SO,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  IJ.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

General:  Availing  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  sail¬ 
ing  of  the  steamer,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  everything  in 
this  department  is  progressing  favorably.  I  have  just  returned  from 
Savannah,  where  I  left  General  Sherman  with  his  whole  army.  Prep¬ 
arations  are  rapidly  being  made  for  offensive  operations,  and  the 
different  corps  are  being  reviewed  by  General  Sherman  in  person. 
Supplies  are  being  landed  at  the  city,  and  although  General  Easton 
has  not  been  able  to  effect  his  arrangements,  yet,  by  rapid  transfer  by 
lighters  from  the  vessels  having  them  on  board  to  the  wharves  of 
Savannah,  it  is  expected  that  this  will  soon  be  facilitated  so  as  to  meet 
all  demands.  The  admiral  having  relinquished  his  efforts  to  remove 
the  obstructions  in  the  north  channel  at  the  upper  end  of  Elba 
Island,  so  as  to  allow  the  vessels  of  sixteen  feet  draught  to  go  to  the  city 
wharves,  I  have  undertaken  to  do  it,  and  ex^iect  to  accomplish  the 
work  in  about  three  weeks.  At  present  the  lighters  have  to  carry  the 
supplies  three  miles  by  way  of  the  south  channel,  which  has  only  five 
feet  of  water  at  low  tide.  I  intend  to-morrow  to  go  through  Wilming¬ 
ton  ‘Eiver,  via  Thunderbolt  and  Saint  Augustine  Creeks,  and  expect 
to  be  able  to  find  a  passage  that  way  for  vessels  drawing  ten  feet  of 
water,  certainly  as  far  as  Thunderbolt,  and  probably  up  to  the  wharves 
of  the  city.  The  supply  of  forage  thus  far  received  here  is  very  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  wants  of  General  Sherman’s  army.  The  commissary 
supplies  have  been  thus  far  sufficient.  Five  or  six  steamers  sent  by 
General  Meigs  have  just  arrived  and  have  made  the  water  transporta¬ 
tion  ample.  I  have  no  news  of  importance  to  communicate  from  either 
of  the  districts  of  the  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J..  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  S.  (7.,  December  30,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  South: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  nothing  of  special 
interest  has  occurred  in  my  command  since  my  last  report.  The 
inclosed  copy  of  an  intercepted  dispatch  gives  the  news  they  had  in 
Charleston  this  morning  with  regard  to  our  forces  at  Wilmington.  My 
outposts  report  that  night  before  last  (the  28th  to  the  29th)  the  cars 
were  running  frequently  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  to 
the  city.  Last  night  (the  29th-30th)  trains  seemed  to  be  running  to 
and  from  the  city  as  often  as  about  once  in  every  forty-five  minutes. 
At  about  1  a.  m.  a  band  was  heard  playing  on  James  Island,  and  also 
considerable  cheering.  These  indications,  of  course,  lead  ineto  suppose 
that  troops  are  arriving  on  or  returning  to  my  front.  At  the  reipiest 
of  Admiral  Dahlgren,  1  have  given  imstructions  for  Fort  Strong  and 
Battery  Chatfield  to  throw  rifie  and  mortar  shells  at  intervals  during 
the  night  to  those  points  in  the  harbor  where  the  enemy  might  be 
supposed  to  be  i)lacing  new  obstructions.  The  naval  battery  will  also 
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open  fire  witli  the  same  object,  and,  in  fact,  do  most  of  the  firing.  If  this 
arrangement  meets  the  approval  of  the  major-general  commanding,  it 
will  be  continued  for  the  present,  not  expending  more  than  about 
twenty-five  shots  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  Arrangements  have 
finally  been  completed  for  the  transfer  of  Mrs.  Thomas  and  daughters 
to  the  enemy^s  lines  from  the  right  of  Cole’s  Island  to-morrow,  the  31st 
instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  District. 


[Inclosure.] 


By  signal  from  Fort  Eipley  to  Castle  Pinckney,  December  30,  1864. 


What  is  the  news? 


LAWRENCE. 


Castle  Pinckney  to  Fort  Ripley. 

No  papers  received  this  a.  m.  News  last  evening  that  the  enemy’s  forces  ashore 
were  badlv  cut  up  by  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher.  They  are  probably  below  the  fort. 

O. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,'Dept.  op  the  SouTHi 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island.,  December  30, 1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding  Post,  Morris  Island,  8.  C.  : 

Colonel:  Information  having  been  officially  received  at  these  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  destruction  of  the  iron-clads  at  Savannah,  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  directs  the  precautions  recently  adopted  for 
defense  against  the  same  may  be  relaxed,  and  citizens  who  have  been 
detailed  on  guard  duty  in  this  district  will  be  relieved  therefrom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Capt.  21st  IJ.  8.  Colored  Troops  and  Acig.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

I  learn  from  a  letter  of  General  Foster  that  all  able-bodied  negroes 
brought  in  by  Sherman  are  to  be  shipped  to  City  Point.  Permit  me 
to  suggest  that  they  be  armed,  organized,  and  use(l  in  the  Department  of 
the  South  during  the  winter.  Our  experience  is  that  negroes  brought 
North  during  the  cold  weatlier,  from  a  warm  climate,  are  almost  use¬ 
less;  moreover,  they  suffer  much  from  cold.  To  send  them  North  at 
the  present  time  would  create  a  panic  among  them,  and  prevent  others 
from  coming  in  from  the  interior  of  the  country.  Rebel  })apers  are 
already  harjfing  on  this  point  in  order  to  frighten  their  slaves.  The 
Secretary  of  War  and  General  Meigs  concur  in  these  views. 

11.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  8taff. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  December  31,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

[General  U.  S.  Grant:] 

Dear  General  :  A  mail  leaves  at  5  p.  m.  for  Hilton  Head  and  New 
York.  I  have  written  a  short  official  letter  to  General  Halleek, 
amounting  to  nothing,  simply  because  I  suppose  you  want  to  hear 
from  me  at  every  opportunity.  I  have  already  reviewed  my  four 
corps,  and  wind  up  in  a  day  or  two  with  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  whicli 
I  keep  out  about  nine  miles.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it  Out  this  army  is 
in  fine  condition  and  impatient  to  go  ahead.  I  would  like  to  have 
Foster  re-enforced,  if  possible,  so  that  I  will  not  have  to  leave  him  a 
division  to  hold  Savannah.  I  will  have  all  the  heavy  work  done,  such 
as  moving  the  captured  artillery  to  Hilton  Head,  where  it  can  be  more 
safely  guarded,  and  building  the  redoubts  in  the  new  line  for  the  de¬ 
fense  of  Savannah.  This  will  be  close  in,  for  we  don’t  care  if  the 
enemy  does  shell  the  town.  Five  thousand  men  will  be  plenty,  and 
white  troops  will  be  best,  as  the  people  are  dreadfully  alarmed  lest  we 
garrison  the  place  with  negroes.  Now,  no  matter  what  the  negro 
soldiers  are,  you  know  that  people  have  prejudices  which  must  be  re¬ 
garded.  Prejudice,  like  religion,  cannot  be  discussed.  As  soon  as  I 
can  accumulate  enough  provisions  and  forage  to  fill  my  wagons,  I  will 
be  ready  for  South  Carolina,  and  if  you  want  me  to  take  Oharleston 
I  think  I  can  do  it,  for  I  know  the  place  well.  I  was  stationed  there 
from  ’42  to  ’4G,  and  used  to  -hunt  a  good  deal  all  along  the  Cooper 
Eiver.  The  direction  to  approach  Charleston  is  from  the  northwest, 
down  the  peninsula  between  Ashley  and  Cooper,  as  also  that  ending 
on  the  bay  at  Mount  Pleasant.  You  had  better  notify  General  Meigs 
to  send  at  once  enough  provisions  for  05,000  men  and  40,000  horses 
and  mules  for  sixty  days,  instead  of  the  daily  allowance,  for  you  know 
1  must  work  on  the  surplus  and  not  on  the  daily  receipts.  We  have 
pretty  well  eaten  up  all  the  rice  and  rice  straw  for  fifty  miles.  By 
making  a  wide  circuit  by  Barnwell,  Orangeburg,  Columbia,  and 
Santee  I  can  reach  the  neighborhood  of  Georgetown  and  get  a  re- 
sup])ly.  I  do  not  issue  rations  to  the  people,  but  order  the  mayor  to 
look  to  the  i)eople,  and  have  given  him  the  rough  rice  to  be  sold  and 
exchanged  into  fiour  and  meat.  Thus  the  expense  will  fall  on  the 
holders  of  this  rough  rice,  which  I  treat  as  prize  of  war.  Inasmuch  as 
Hardee  refused  to  surrender,  and  thereby  escaped  with  his  garrison, 
1  take  it  for  granted  that  we  will  have  to  fight  in  South  Carolina, 
though  I  believe  G.  W.  Smith,  with  his  Georgia  militia,  has  returned 
to  Georgia,  by  way  of  Augusta,  saying  he  would  be  damned  if  he 
would  fight  for  South  Carolina.  The  people  here  seem  to  be  well 
content,  as  they  have  reason  to  be,  for  our  troops  have  behaved  mag¬ 
nificently;  you  would  think  it  Sunday,  vso  quiet  is  everything  in  the 
city  day  and  night.  All  recognize  my  army  a  difi'erent  body  of  men 
than  they  have  ever  seen  before.  1  liope  you  will  jmsh  Thomas  u]). 
Keep  him  going  south  anywhere.  Let  him  make  a  track  down  into 
Alabama,  or,  if  you  think  better,  he  can  again  come  to  Chattanooga  and 
as  far  down  as  the  Etowah,  to  which  point  I  preserved  the  iron  rails 
ready  to  be  used  again. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  your  friendly  feeling  toward  me,  and  you  may 
always  depend  on  me  as  your  steadfast  supporter.  Your  wish  is  law 
and  gospel  to  me,  and  such  is  the  feeling  that  i)ervad(‘S  my  army.  1 
have  an  idea  you  rvill  come  to  see  me  before  I  start. 

Yours,  in  haste. 


W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major-General. 
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-  Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:  The  steamer  leaves  with  the  mail  this  afternoon  at  5 
p.  m.  I  write  only  to  say  that  since  my  last  to  yon  there  is  nothing  of 
importance  to  communicate.  The  city  is  perfectly  quiet  and  orderly. 
The  enemy  appear  to  be  making  preparations  to  receive  us  over  in 
South  Carolina.  As  soon  as  I  can  accumulate  a  sufficient  surplus  of 
forage  and  provisions  to  load  my  wagons,  I  shall  be  ready  to  start. 
We  find  the  Savannah  River  more  obstructed  than  we  expected.  It  is 
filled  with  crib-works  loaded  with  paving  stones,  making  mud  islands, 
with  narrow,  tortuous,  and  difficult  channels.  All  our  stores  have  to  be 
lightered  up  from  the  ship  anchorage  about  Tybee.  I  have  been 
engaged  in  reviewing  my  troops,  and  feel  a  just  pride  in  their  fine 
soldierly  condition  and  ])erfect  equipment.  1  propose  at  once  to  make 
lodgments  in  South  Carolina,  about  Port  Royal,  opposite  this  city,  and 
up  about  Sister’s  Ferry.  When  all  is  ready  I  can  feign  at  one  or  more 
places  and  cross  at  the  other,  after  which  my  movements  will  be  gov¬ 
erned  by  those  of  the  enemy,  and  such  instructions  as  I  may  receive 
from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  before  starting.  I  do  not  think  I 
can  employ  better  strategy  than  I  have  hitherto  done,  namely,  make  a 
good  ready  and  then  move  rapidly  to  my  objective,  avoiding  a  battle  at 
points  where  I  would  be  encumbered  by  wounded,  but  striking  boldly 
and  quickly  when  my  objective  is  reached.  I  will  give  due  heed  and 
encouragement  to  all  peace  movements,  but  conduct  war  as  though  it 
could  only  terminate  with  the  destruction  of  the  enemy  and  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  all  his  strategic  points.  The  weather  is  fine,  the  air  cool  and 
bracing,  and  my  experience  in  this  latitude  convinces  me  that  I  may 
safely  depend  on  two  good  months  for  field-work.  I  await  your  and 
G  eneral  Grant’s  answers  to  my  proposed  plan  of  operations  before  tak¬ 
ing  any  steps  indicative  of  future  movements.  I  should  like  to  receive, 
before  starting,  the  detachments  left  behind  in  Tennessee  belonging  to 
these  four  corps,  and  it  would  be  eminently  i)roper  that  General  Foster 
should  be  re-enforced  by  about  5,000  men,  to  enable  him  to  hold  Savannah 
without  calling  upon  me  to  leave  him  one  of  my  old  divisions,  which 
is  too  valuable  in  the  field  to  be  left  behind  in  garrison.  I  would  also 
deem  it  wise,  so  far  to  respect  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of  Savannah, 
as  not  to  garrison  the  place  with  negro  troops.  It  seems  a  perfect  bug¬ 
bear  to  them,  and  I  know  that  all  people  are  more  influenced  by  prej¬ 
udice  than  by  reason.  The  army  continues  in  the  best  of  health  and 
spirits,  and,  notwithstanding  the  habits  begotten  during  our  rather 
vandalic  march,  its  behavior  in  Savannah  has  excited  the  wonder  and 
admiration  of  all. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  trulv,  yours, 

'  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding,  &c. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  jVIississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron: 

Dear  Admiral:  Captain  Rreesc  has  this  moment  arrived  with  your 
letter  of  December  21),  and  I  assure  you  it  does  my  lieart  good  to 
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feel  that  I  am  once  more  near  yon.  I  liope  soon  we  will  meet  again  in 
person.  I  have  already  submitted  to  Generals  Halleck  and  Grant  a 
l)lan  for  a  campaign  which  will  bring  my  whole  array  to  Wilmington, 
which  I  know  I  can  take  as  easily,  if  not  more  so,  than  Savannah.  I 
do  not  think  you  can  take  those  shore  batteries  with  your  gun -boats, 
or  do  more  than  drive  the  gunners  to  the  cover  of  their  bomb-proofs. 
1  have  examined  carefully  many  of  the  forts  about  Savannah,  and  find 
them  so  well  covered  by  traverses  and  bomb-proof  shelters,  that  you 
might  blaze  away  at  them  for  a  month  from  the  direction  of  the  sea 
channels  without  materially  harming  them.  I  have  no  doubt,  how¬ 
ever,  from  what  you  say,  that  Butler’s  men  ouglit  to  have  taken  Fort 
•Fisher  in  about  three  minutes,  for  its  bomb-proofs  cannot  ])ossibly 
shelter  more  than  200  men,  who  would  be,  as  you  say,  crouching  in  a 
defenseless  position  as  against  an  attacking  force.  But  even  after  you 
have  got  Fisher,  then  comes  Caswell,  Fort  Johnston,  and,  1  supi^ose, 
a  string  of  forts  all  the  way  back  to  Wilmington.  Now,  I  propose  to 
march  my  whole  army  through  South  Carolina,  tearing  u})  railroads 
and  smashing  things  generally,  feign  on  Charleston,  and  rax)idly  come 
down  upon  Wilmington  from  the  rear,  taking  all  their  works  in  reverse. 
I  submitted  this  plan  to  General  Grant  on  the  24th,  and  shall  ex|)ect  his 
answer  very  soon,  and  will  be  ready  to  start  the  moment  I  can  replenish 
my  wagons  with  bread,  sugar,  cofiee,  &c. 

At  i)resent  the  Savannah  Eiver  is  badly  obstructed  by  heavy  cribs 
filled  with  cobblestones,  which  have  served  to  make  islands  of  mud  and 
sand,  leaving  narrow,  difficult,  and  tortuous  channels  between.  Through 
these  channels  all  our  stores  have  to  be  brought  in  launches  and  light- 
draught  boats,  of  which  we  have  an  inadequate  number,  so  that  thus 
far  we  barely  get  enough  for  daily  consumption.  But  all  hands  are 
hard  at  work,  and  I  hope  by  the  lOtli  of  January  to  get  enough  ahead 
to  load  our  wagons,  and  be  ready  to  start.  It  will  take  some  time  for 
me  to  reach  Wilmington,  but  I  am  certain  that  mine  is  the  only  mode  by 
which  the  place  can  be  taken  effectually.  My  army  is  a  good  one,  but  not 
large  enough  to  make  detachments  from.  1  had  to  leave  Avith  Thomas 
enough  men  to  Avhix)  Hood,  and  haA^e  Avritten  to  General  Grant  to  send 
to  Foster  enough  men  to  hold  Savannah,  Avhilst  I  move  with  my  entire 
force.  It  is  very  imxAortant  that  I  should  have  two  or  morei)oints  along 
the  coast  where  I  can  communicate  AAuth  you,  and  Avhere  I  could  have 
some  spare  ammunition  and  provisions  in  reserve — say.  Bull’s  Bay, 
GeorgetOAAUi,  and  Masonborough.  Can’t  you  arrange  to  get  all  these 
X)oints  in  your  jurisdiction?  Admiral  Dahlgreu  is  very  accommodating, 
but  you  and  I  understand  each  other  better.  I  think  Avhen  you  come  to 
consider  my  position,  you  Avill  agree  with  me  that  my  xwopositioii  is 
better  than  to  undertake  to  reduce  in  detail  the  forts  about  Wilming¬ 
ton,  and  you  can  so  maneuver  as  to  hold  a  large  x^ortion  of  the  enemy 
to  the  sea-coast,  Avhilst  I  ravage  the  interior,  and  aaTicii  1  do  make  my 
ax)X)earaiice  on  the  coast,  Ave  will  make  short  work  of  them  all.  I  have 
shoAvn  to  Captain  Breese  my  letters  to  Grant  and  Halleck,  and  Avill 
exxdain  to  him  fully  everything  thatAvill  interest  you,  and  as  soon  as  I 
can  hear  from  General  Grant  Avill  send  a  steaimu-  to  you,  advising  you 
of  the  time  of  starting.  I  rather  fear,  ImAA^ever,  tliat  the  President’s 
anxiety  to  take  Charleston  may  induce  Grant  to  order  me  to  operate 
against  Charleston,  rather  than  Wilmington,  though  I  much  prefer  the 
latter — Charleston  being  a  dead  cock  in  the  x>it  altogether. 

I  am,  most  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

M  ajor- General. 
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Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City,  December  31,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Easton,  chief  quar¬ 
termaster  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  that  the  transportation  of  that 
army  is  now  in  better  condition  than  he  has  ever  seen  it;  ^On  fact,  it  is  in 
lirst-rate  order.”  The  animals,  of  which  there  are  about  35,000  with  the 
army,  of  which  12,000  are  horses,  eat  rice  straw,  and  will  not  suffer  for 
long  forage.  He  asks  that  shipments  of  grain  continue  while  the  army 
remains  at  Savannah,  and  that  a  small  shipment  of  hay  be  also  con¬ 
tinued.  1  have  ordered  the  daily  shipment  of  hay  to  be  reduced  one-half, 
i.  e.,  to  100  tons.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  General  Sherman, 
which  is  interesting  as  giving  some  results  of  his  late  experience,  and 
which  also  bears  testimony  to  the  services  of  the  Quartermai^ter  Depart¬ 
ment,  by  which  he  says  all  his  armies  have  been  admirably  supplied.” 
General  Sherman  states  that  his  experience  shows  that  every  part  of 
the  Southern  country  will  support  tl\e  animals  of  an  army  moving 
through  it,  if  a  judicious  system’ of  foraging  is  adopted,  and  that  more 
animals  are  lost  while  tied  to  wagons  of  the  trains  of  armies  at  rest 
than  in  the  long  and  seemingly  hard  marches  into  the  interior.  His 
own  army  is  fully  supplied  with  horses  and  mules,  and  he  is  of  opinion 
that  he  can  continue  to  supply  it  in  the  South  with  all  the  animals 
needed  during  contemplated  oiieratious.  He  may  possibly,  in  the  course 
of  the  spring,  need  some  heavy  artillery  horses,  but  has  a  full  supply  at 
present. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  8.  Army,  Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  1  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  [  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  148.  )  December  31,  1864. 

I.  The  work  of  constructing  the  fortifications  of  Savannah  will  com¬ 
mence  at  once,  under  the  supervision  of  Captain  Poe,  chief  engineer, 
and  the  line  will  be  divided  into  two  divisions,  the  Ogeechee  road  being 
the  dividing  line,  and  he  is  authorized  to  call  upon  army  commanders 
foi-  such  details  for  labor  as  he  may  require. 

II.  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  will  furnish 
details  to  Captain  Poe  for  that  part  of  the  work  north  of  and  between 
the  Ogeechee  road  and  Savannah  Biver,  and  Alajor-General  Howard, 
commanding  Bight  Wing,  will  furnish  details  for  the  work  south  of  the 
Ogeechee  road. 

*  *  #  #  *  *  # 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  AV.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  iM.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


See  Slierman  to  Meigs,  December  2.5,  p.  807. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  83.  \  Savannah^  Ga.j  December  31  j  1861. 

I.  The  general  commanding  having  returned  to  duty.  Col.  James  A. 
Williamson,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  will  reassume  command  of  the  Third 
Brigade  of  this  division. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  77.  )  Fort  McAllister^  Ga.^  December  31^  1864. 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  being  about  to  temporarily  vacate 
the  country  west  of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  and  the  people  south  of  the 
Gulf  railroad,  on  what  is  known  as  Bryan  Neck,  being  destitute  ot 
provisions,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Doctor  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Cranston,  residents, 
are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  ascertain  the  number  and  wants 
of  the  x)eoi)le  on  said  Neck,  both  the  black  and  white  j  also,  to,  without 
delay,  take  possession  of  the  rice  now  in  the  Middleton  Mills,  guard  the 
same,  supplying  from  it  the  wants  of  said  people.  No  more  than  two 
weeks’  supply  will  be  furnished  any  family  at  any  one  time.  Frequent 
inspections  by  officers  'of  the  army  appointed  for  that  purpose  will  be 
made,  to  see  that  this  order  is  complied  with  fairly  and  in  good  faith. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Office  Actino  Assistant  Inspector-General, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.^  December  31j  1864. 

Capt.  C.  A.  Earnest, 

Actg.  Asst.  Disp.  Gen.,  Second  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  record  of  events  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  from  the 
15th  to  the  31st  of  December,  1864 : 

On  the  17th  instant  the  command  left  camp  near  Fort  McAllister, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Gulf  railroad  at  and  near  McIntosh 
Station,  Ga.,  as  directed  by  General  Orders,  No.  70,  headquarters  Second 
I^ivision,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  About  12  ni.  the  18th  the  command 
encami)ed  at  McIntosh  Station,  and  commenced  the  destruction  of  the 
road,  and  by  the  evening  of  the  20th  had  effectually  destroyed,  by 
burning  the  ties  and  twisting  the  rails,  nine  miles  of  railroad. 

Morning  of  the  21st  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.,  and  commenced  the  return 
march  for  Fort  McAllister.  On  the  road  received  orders  to  report 
to  corps  headquarters.  Cami)ed  for  the  night  one  mile  east  of  the 
Ogeechee  Eiver,  having  marched  Hventy  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  received  orders  to  move  three  miles  east 
of  the  Ogeechee  Eiver,  and  encamp  until  further  orders;  remained  in 
camp  until  the  29th,  Avhen  the  command  moved  to  present  camp,  four 
miles  west  of  Savannah. 

Total  number  of  miles  marched,  forty-live. 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 

Til  OS.  ().  EEIECE, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General. 
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Heauquartees  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Savannah.,  Oa.^  December  31j  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P,  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Your  note  inclosing  Mr.  Oolien’s  of  tliis  date  is  received, 
and  I  ansAver  frankly,  tlirongii  you.  Ids  inquiries. 

First.  No  one  can  practice  law  as  an  attorney  in  the  tJidted  States 
without  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of  onr  Government.  If  I  am 
not  in  error  an  attorney  is  as  much  an  officer  of  the  court  as  the  clerk, 
and  it  would  be  a  novel  thing  in  a  government  to  have  a  court  to  admin¬ 
ister  law  that  denied  the  supremacy  of  the  Government  itself. 

Second.  No  one  will  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  a  merchant,  or  rather 
to  trade  is  a  privilege  Avhich  no  one  should  seek  of  the  Government, 
without,  in  like  maimer,  acknowledging  its  supremacy. 

Third.  If  Mr.  Cohen  remains  in  Savannah  as  a  denizen,  his  proiierty, 
real  and  personal,  will  not  be  disturbed,  unless  its  temporary  use  be 
necessary  for  the  military  authorities  of  the  city.  The  title  to  property 
Avill  not  be  disturbed,  in  any  event,  until  adjudicated  by  the  courts  of 
the  United  States. 

Fourth.  If  Mr.  Cohen  leaves  Savannah  under  my  Special  Orders,  No. 
143,  it  is  a  public  acknowledgment  that  he  ^Gidheres  to  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,”  and  all  his  property  becomes  forfeited  to  the  United 
States.  But  as  a  matter  of  favor  he  will  be  allowed  to  carry  with  him 
clothing  and  furniture  for  the  use  of  himself,  his  family,  and  servants, 
and  will  be  transported,  at  our  cost,  within  the  enemy’s  lines,  but  not 
by  way  of  Fort  Eoyal. 

These  rules  will  apply  to  all  parties,  and  from  them  no  exceiitions  will 
be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General 


Washington,  ])eeemher  dl^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Savannah.,  Ga. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  has  been  received  and  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  directs  that  the  families  of  all  rebel  offi¬ 
cers  in  Savannah  be  placed  outside  our  lines,  so  that  they  may  enjoy 
the  society  and  share  the  fortunes  of  their  husbands  and  fathers. 
And  no  such  persons  will  hereafter  be  permitted  to  remain  or  come 
Avithin  the  lines  of  the  Union  armies.  The  Secretary  also  directs  that 
you  report  the  receipt  of  this  order  and  the  time  of  its  execution.  If 
General  Slierman  vshould  still  be  in  Savannah  on  its  receipt,  you  Avill 
deliver  it  to  him  and  so  report.  There  are  no  troops  available  to  be 
sent  to  your  de])artment  at  the  i)resent  time,  except  the  iragnients  of 
General  Sherman’s  command  on  leave  and  AAith  General  Thomas.  All 
have  been  ordered  to  NeAV  York  for  transportation  to  Savannah. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  IIALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  December  31,  1861. 

Major-General  Foster, 

t8avannah,  Ga.: 

General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  order  to  send  able- 
bodied  or  other  negroes  from  your  dei)artment  to  City  Point  be  siis- 
X)eiided,  and  that  you  organize  all  you  can  get  for  service  tliere.  You 
will  give  them  the  proper  regimental  and  comx)aiiy  organization, 
muster  them  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  api^oint  their 
officers  provisionally,  reporting  these  appointments  for  confirmation. 
You  will  also  arm  and  clothe  them,  and  have  them  carefully  drilled  and 
exercised.  .  They  will  soon  be  of  service  for  the  defense  of  your  fortifi¬ 
cations.  It  is  i)resumed  that  you  will  find  among  your  officers,  non¬ 
commissioned  officers,  and  privates  men  desirous  of  and  competent  for 
commands  in  colored  regiments.  If  General  Sherman  has  not  left  this 
will  be  submitted  to  him.  It  would  be  well  to  circulate  a  notice  that 
you  will  receive,  pay,  clothe,  and  arm  all  able-bodied  negroes  who  will 
join  you. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  IIALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Signal  Detachment,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  just  received  a  mes 
sage  from  Captain  Bachtell,  chief  signal  officer  with  General  Sherman, 
that  the  line  is  open  to  Savannah  by  telegraph  from  here  to  Brad- 
dock’s  Point  and  by  signal  from  there  to  Savannah.  The  stations 
between  Fort  Pulaski  and  Savannah  are  over  low,  marshy  ground,  and 
the  communication  will,  I  fear,  often  be  interrupted  by  mist  and  fog. 

I  am,  captain,  very  resxiectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  MEBRILL, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Comdg.  Confederate  Forces,  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  cause  one  of  your 
stafi'  officers  to  meet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodford,  of  my  stufl‘,  at 
Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.,  on  Wednesday,  January  4,  xiroxiino,  at  2  p. 
m.,  for  the  puri)Ose  of  receiving  several  communications  and  mails  for 
prisoners  of  war.  Unless  I  hear  from  you  to  the  contrary,  1  shall  con¬ 
sider  that  the  time  and  xilace  of  meeting  are  agreeable  to  yourself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

d.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island^  December  31,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding  Post,  Morris  Island,  8.  C. : 

Colonel  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  hereafter 
ilie  command  of  the  northern  point  of  this  island  will  be  designated 
otherwise  than  as  the  Northern  District  Morris  Island,  this  term  being 
liable  to  mislead  when  used  in  an  abbreviated  form.  It  will  be  here¬ 
after  known  as  the  command  of  Forts  Strong,  Putnam,  and  the  Bat¬ 
teries  at  Cummings’  Point,  which  can  be  abbreviated,  Forts  Strong, 
Putnam,  &c.,”  if  so  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Capt,  21st  U.  /S'.  Colored  Troops  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Union  forces  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  Maj.  Gen.  William  T. 
Sherman^  commanding,  for  December  31,  1864. 


Commaud. 


Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Osterhans) 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps  (Blair) . . . 

Total  Bight  Wing  (Howard) . 

Army  of  Georgia: 

(General  headquarters . 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Davis)... 
Twentieth  Army  Corps  (Williams) 

Total  Left  Wing  (Slocum) . 

Cavalry  (Kilpatrick) . 

Grand  total . 


Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of  field  ar¬ 

tillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

729 

14, 839 

18, 038 

28, 145 

18 

437 

11,  803 

13,  681 

24, 219 

I 

14 

1,16G 

26,  642 

31,719 

52,  364 

32 

7 

7 

7 

598 

13,  722 

15,  917 

27,  757 

16 

654 

13,  464 

16, 184 

28, 788 

16 

1,259 

27, 186 

32,108 

56,552  j 

32 

231 

4,  649 

5,  800 

9,868  ! 

6 

"^656~ 

58, 477 

69,  627 

118,784 

70 

Organization  of  the  Union  Forces  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  commanded  by  Maj. 
Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  December  31,  1864. 

HEADQUARTERS  GUARD. 

7tb  Company  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  Lieut.  James  Cox. 

ENGINEERS. 

1st  Missouri  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  William  Tweeddale. 

RIGHT  WING. 

Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard. 

ESCORT. 

i.'/th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Lieut.  John  A.  McQueen. 

4th  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  Capt.  John  L.  King. 
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FIFTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaus. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brio:.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Milo  Smith. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  F.  Catterson. 


12tli  Indiana,  Maj.  Elbert  D.  Baldwin. 
26th  Iowa,  Maj.  John  Lubbers. 

27th  Missouri  (seven  companies).  Col. 
Thomas  Curly. 

29th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  S.  Gage. 
31st  and  32d  Missouri  Battalion,  Maj. 
Abraham  J.  Seay. 

76th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Briggs. 


26th  Illinois,  Capt.  George  H.  Reed. 
40th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  W. 
Hall. 

103d  Illiuois,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W. 
Wright. 

97th  Indiana,  Capt.  George  Elliott. 
100th  Indiana,  Maj.  Ruel  M.  Johnson. 

6th  Iowa,  Maj.  William  H.  Cluue. 

46th  Ohio,  Maj.  Edward  N.  Upton. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  James  A.  Williamson. 


4th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  D.  Nichols. 

9th  Iowa,  Capt.  Paul  McSweeney. 

25th  Iowa,  Col.  George  A.  Stone. 

30th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Aurelius  Roberts. 

31st  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  W.  Jenkins. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Theodore  Jones. 

55th  Illinois,  Capt.  Charles  A.  Andress. 
116th  Illinois,  Lieut. Col.  JohnE.  Maddux. 
127th  Illinois,  Capt.  Charles  Schryver. 

6th  Missouri,  Lieut. Col.  Delos  Vau  Deu-- 
sen. 

30th  Ohio,  Capt.  Emory  W.  Muenscher. 
57th  Ohio,  Capt.  Robert  W.  Smith. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  James  S.  Martin. 

111th  Illiuois,  Maj.  William  M.  Mabry. 
83d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col. George H.  Scott. 
37th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Louis  vou  Bles- 
singh. 

47th  Ohio,  Col.  Augustus  C.  Parry. 

53d  Ohio,  Capt.  Robert  Curren. 

54th  Ohio,  Maj.  George  F.  Kili. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  John  M.  Oliver. 

48th  Illinois,  Maj.  Edward  Adams, 

90th  Illiuois,  Lieut.  Col.  Owen  Stuart. 

99th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Berkey. 

15th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  S.  Hutchinson. 
70th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  L.  Philips. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  B.  McCown. 

63d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Isaminger. 
93d  Illinois,  *  Lieut.  Col.  Nicholas  C .  Bus- 
well. 

48th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  ,J. 
Wood. 

.59th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Jefferson  K. 
Scott. 

4th  Minnesota,  Col.  JohiiE.Tourtellotte. 


Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  B.  Raum. 

56th  Illinois,  Capt.  James  P.  Files, 

10th  Iowa,  Capt.  William  H.  Silsby, 

17tli  Iowa,t  Lieut.  Col.  Samson  M.  Archer. 
26th  Missouri  (four  companies), t  Capt. 

Charles  A.  Meyers. 

80th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Preii  Metham. 


*Nou-veterans  18th  Wisconsin  attached, 
t  On  veteran  furlough, 
t  Detachment  10th  Missouri  attached, 
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FOURTH  DIVISION. 

Bri^.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Elliott  W.  Rice. 

52d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Jerome  D. 
Davis. 

66tli  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Roger  Martin. 
2d  Iowa,  Col.  Noel  B.  Howard. 

7th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Parrott.  i 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  N.  Adams. 

12i;h  Illinois,  Maj.  Wheelock  S;  Merri- 
man. 

66th  Illinois,  Capt.  William  S.  Boyd. 

81st  Ohio,  Maj.  William  C.  Henry. 


Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  J.  Hurlbut. 

7th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Hector  Perrin. 

50th  Illinois,  Capt.  Timothy  D.  McGillicnddy. 
57th  Illinois,  Capt.  Frederick  A.  Battey. 

39th  Iowa,  Maj.  Joseph  M.  Griffiths. 


ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  Charles  J.  Stolbrand. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Francis  De  Gress. 

1st  Michigan  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Albert  F.  R.  Arndt. 
1st  Missouri  Light,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  John  F.  Brunner. 
Wisconsin  Light,  12th  Battery,  Capt.  William  Zickerick. 

SEVENTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

escort. 


11th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  Stephen  S.  Tripp. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  S.  Sheldon. 

64th  Illinois,  Capt.  Joseph  S.  Reynolds. 
18th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H. 
M  inter. 

27th  Ohio,  Capt.  James  Morgan. 

39th  Ohio,  Capt.  John  W.  Orr. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Sprague. 

35th  New  Jersey,  Col.  John  J.  Cladek. 
43d  Ohio,  Col.  Wager  Swayne. 

63d  Ohio,  Maj.  John  W.  Fonts. 

25th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  M. 
Rusk. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  John  Tillson. 

10th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  McLain  F.  Wood. 
25th  Indiana,  Maj.  .Tames  S.  Wright. 

32d  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  H.De  Groat. 
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THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Mortimer  D.  I.eggett. 
Provost  Guard. 


20th  Illinois,  Capt.  Henry  King. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Manning  F.  Force. 

30th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William  C. 
Rhoads. 

31st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Pear¬ 
son. 

45th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  O.  Duer. 

12th  Wisconsin,  Col.  James  K.  Proudfit. 
16th  Wisconsin,  Capt.  Joseph  Craig. 


Col.  Greenberry  F.  Wiles. 

20th  Ohio,  Capt.  Harrison  Wilson. 

68th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Welles. 
78th  Ohio,  Capt.  Israel  C.  Robinson. 

17th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Patrick  H.  McCau< 
ley. 


FOURTH  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Benjamin  F.  Potts. 

Its  Illinois,  I  Lieut.  Alonzo  J.  Gillespie. 
41st  Illinois,  Maj.  Robert  H.  McFadden. 
.53d  Illinois,  Col.  .John  W.  McClanahan. 
23d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  George  S.  Bab¬ 
bitt. 

53d  Indiana,  Capt.  Heniy  Duncan. 

32d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Jefferson  J.  Hib- 
bets. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Belknap. 

32d  Illinois,  Capt.  John  J.  Rider. 

11th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  Beach. 
13th  Iowa,  Capt.  Justin  C.  Kennedy. 
15th  Iowa,  Maj.  George  Pomutz. 

16th  Iowa,  Cajit.  Leo  Schumacher. 


ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  Allen  C.  Waterhouse. 

1st  Michigan  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  William  W.  Hyzer. 
Minnesota  Light,  1st  Battery,  Lieut.  Henry  Hurter. 

Ohio  Light,  15th  Battery,  Lieut.  Lyman  Bailey. 


LEFT  WING. 


Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum. 

PONTONIERS. 


58th  Indiana,  Col.  George  P.  Buell. 
ENGINEERS. 

Ist  Michigan  (detachment),  Maj.  John  B.  Yates. 
FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis. 

FIRST  DIVISION.  * 

Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Carlin. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Harrison  C.  Hobart. 


Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  H.  Brigham. 


104th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Douglas  Hape- 
man. 

42d  Indiana,  Capt.  Gideon  R.  Kellams. 
88th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  E.  Bri¬ 
an  t. 

33d  Ohio,  Capt.  Joseph  Hinson. 

94th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Rue  P.  Hutchins. 
21st  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  H. 

Fitch,  I 


13th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodoric  R. 
Palmer. 

21st  Michigan,  Maj.  Benton  D.  Fox. 

69th  Ohio,  Capt.  Jacob  J.  Rarick. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  David  Miles. 

38th  Indiana,  Capt.  James  H.  Low. 

21st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Arnold  McMahan. 
74th  Ohio,  Maj.  Robert  P.  Findley. 

79th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Michael  H.  Locher. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  F.  Smith. 


16th  Illinois,  Capt.  John  A.  Chapman. 
60th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W. 
Evans. 

10th  Michigan,  Col.  Charles  M.  Lum. 

14th  Michigan,  Maj.  Thomas  C.  Fitzgib- 
bon. 

17th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Joel  O.  Mar¬ 
tin. 


Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Pearce. 

34th  Illinois,  Capt.  Peter  Ege. 

78th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Maris  R.  Ver¬ 
non. 

98th  Ohio,  Capt.  James  R.  McLaughlin. 
108th  Ohio,  Maj.  Frederick  Beck. 

113th  Ohio,  Capt.  Toland  Jones. 

121st  Ohio,  Maj.  Aaron  B.  Robinson. 


Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Langley. 

85th  Illinois,  Capt.  James  R.  Griffith. 

86th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Allen  L.  Fahnestock, 
noth  Illinois  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Hibbard  Topping. 
125t]i  Illinois,  Capt.  George  W.  Cook. 

22d  Indiana,  Capt.  William  H.  Snodgrass. 

52d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Clancy. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Morton  C.  Hunter. 

82d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Math- 
eny. 

23d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Quin  Morton. 

17th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  H.  Show¬ 
ers. 

31st  Ohio,  Capt.  Michael  Stone. 

89th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Glenn. 

92d  Ohio,  Col.  Benjamin  D.  Fearing. 

t  Third  Brigade. 

Col.  George  P.  Este. 

74th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Morgan. 

18th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Hubbard  K.  Milward. 

14th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  Moore. 

38th  Ohio,  Capt.  Charles  M.  Gilbert. 

ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  Charles  Houghtaling. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Joseph  R.  Channel. 

2d  Illinois  TJght,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  Judson  Rich. 

Indiana  Light,  19th  Battery,  Capt.  William  P.  Stackhouse. 
Wisconsin  Light,  5th  Battery,  Capt.  Joseph  McKnight. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Newell  Gleason. 

75th  Indiana,  Maj.  Cyrus  ,T.  McCole. 
87th  Indiana,  Maj.  Richard  C.  Sabin. 
lOlst  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Doan. 
2d  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  Judson  W. 
Bishop. 

105th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  George  T.  Perkins. 
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TWENTIETH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williams. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  .T.  Jackson. 


First  BrUjade. 

Col.  James  L.  Selfridge. 

5tli  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  W. 
Daboll. 

123d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C. 
Rogers. 

141st  New  York,  Capt.  William  Merrell. 
46tli  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Patrick  Grif¬ 
fith. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Ezra  A.  Carman. 

2d  Massachusetts,  Col.  William  Cogs¬ 
well. 

13th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Frederick  H. 

Utl)  1*1*18 

107th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Allen  N.  Sill. 
150th  New  York,  Maj.  Alfred  B.  Smith. 

!  3d  Wisconsin,  Col.  William  Hawley. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  James  S.  Robinson. 


82d  Illinois,  Maj.  Ferdinand  H.  Rolshausen. 
101st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Le  Sage. 

143d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Hezekiah  Watkins. 
61st  Ohio,  Capt.  John  Garrett. 

82d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  David  Thomson. 

31st  Wisconsin,  Col.  Francis  H.  West. 


SECOND  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Ario  Pardee,  Jr. 

5th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Kirkup. 
29th  Ohio,  Capt.  .Jonas  Schoonover. 

66th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Eugene  Powell. 
28th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  Flynn. 
147th  Pennsylvania,*  Lieut.  Coi.  John 
Craig. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Patrick  H.  Jones. 

33d  New  Jersey,  Col.  George  W.  Mindil. 
119th  New  York,  Col.  John  T.  Lockmau. 
134th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Allan  H. 
Jackson. 

154th  New  York,  Maj.  Lewis  D.  Warner. 
73d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles 
C.  Cressou. 

109th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Walter  G. 
Dunn. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  A.  Barnum. 

60th  New  York,  Maj.  Thomas  Elliott. 

102d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  S.  Chatfield. 

137th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Koert  S.  Van  Voorhis. 

149th  New  York,  Maj.  Nicholas  Grumbach. 

29th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Zulicli. 

111th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Walker. 

*  Detachment  Battery  E,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  attached. 


854 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap.  LVl. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Ward. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  Case. 

102d  Illinois,  Maj.  Hiland  H.  Clay. 
lOStli  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Everell  F.  Dut¬ 
ton. 

129th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.'  Thomas  H. 
Flynn. 

70th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Merrill. 
79th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Azariah  W.  Doan. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  Dustin. 

33d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Bur¬ 
ton. 

85th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  B. 
Crane. 

19th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  John  J.  Baker. 
22d  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 
Bloodgood. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Samuel  Ross. 


20th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Philo  B.  Buckingham. 
33d  MassachuseUs,  Lieut.  Col.  Elisha  Doane. 

136th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Lester  B.  Faulkner. 
55th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  H.  Powers. 

73d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  H.  Hurst. 

26th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  C.  Winkler. 


ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Winegar. 
1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  Edward  P.  Newkirk. 
1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Jerome  B.  Stephens. 
Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Thomas  S.  Sloan. 

CAVALRY.  . 

IHIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan. 

8th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Fielder  A.  Jones. 
2d  Kentucky,  Capt.  Joseph  T.  Forman. 
3d  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  H. 
King. 

5th  Kentucky,  Col.  Oliver  L.  Baldwin. 
9th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  David  H. 
Kimmel. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Smith  D.  Atkins. 

92d  Illinois  (mounted  infantry),  Lieut. 

Col.  Matthew  Van  Buskirk. 

3d  Indiana  (two  companies),  Capt. 

Charles  U.  Patton. 

9th  Michigan,  Col.  George  S.  Acker. 

5th  Ohio,  Maj.  George  H.  Rader. 

9th  Ohio,  Col.  William  D.  Hamilton. 
10th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  W.  Sander¬ 
son. 

McLaughlin’s  (Ohio)  Squadron,  Capt. 
John  Dalzell. 


Unattached. 

Ist  Alabama  Cavalry,  Col.  George  E.  Spencer. 

9th  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  T.  Hughes. 

Artillerg. 

Wisconsin  Light,  10th  Battery,  Capt.  Yates  V.  Beebe. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  V.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  for  December  31,  1864. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery 

QC 

U 

O 

CJ 

O 

6^ 

0) 

w 

K 

General  headquarters . 

51 

8 

66 

27 

69 

50 

81 
576 
2,474 
756 
2,  024 
1,337 

132 

616 

3,241 

1,073 

2,711 

1,766 

134 

684 

6,  754 

2,  912 

3,  285 
4, 195 

First  New  York  Engineers  (battalion.  Place) . 

Fiist  Separate  Brigade  (Schimmelfennig) . 

Second  Separate  Brigade  (Saxton) . 

Third  Separate  Brigade  a  (Brown) . 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade  (Scammon) . 

Total* . 

66 

6 

11 

271 

7,  242 

9,539 

17, 964 

66 

19 

a  All  the  regiments  composing  the  Third  Separate  Brigade  are  stationed  at  the  front.  The  latest 
return  received  therefrom  is  for  October,  1864,  from  which  this  return  has  been  made. 


Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  Maj.  Gen.  John 
G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December  31,  1864. 

FIRST  SEPARATE  BRIGADE. t 
Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Schimmelfennig. 

MORRIS  ISLAND. 

Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  G.  Bennett. 

54th  Massachusetts  (colored),!  Col.  Edward  N.  Hallowell. 

56th  New  York,!  Col.  Charles  H.  Van  Wyck. 

52d  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  A.  Hennessy. 

21st  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Richard  H.  Willoughby. 

3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B,!  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Mesereau. 

3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  First  Battalion,  Capt.  Augustus  W.  Colwell. 

FOLLY  ISLAND. 

Col.  Eugene  A.  Kozlay. 

55th  Massachusetts  (colored),!  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox. 

54th  New  York,  Maj.  Stephen  Kovacs. 

33d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Charles  T.  Trowbridge. 

SECOND  SEPARATE  BRIGADE. § 

Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  Saxton. 

127th  New  York,!  Col.  William  Gurney. 

26th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Guernsey. 

102d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Col.  Henry  L.  Chip  man. 

3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  A,!  Capt.  William  H.  Hamncr. 

2d  U.  S.  Colored  Light  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Jeremiah  S.  Clark. 

THIRD  SEPARATE  BRIGADE. H 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Milton  S.  Littlefield. 

144th  New  York,!  Col.  .lames  Lewis. 

1.57th  New  York,!  Col.  Philip  P.  Brown,  jr, 

25th  Ohio,!  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Haughton. 

32d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Col.  George  W,  Baird. 

*Tlie  Coast  Division  (composed  of  details  from  the  brigades)  was  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch.  The  department  return  shows  this  division  to  have  had 
230  officers  and  4,.588  men  for  duty, 
t  Or  Northern  District. 

!Constituted  the  Coast  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  .John  P.  Hatch,  on 
exj)edition  against  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad. 

^  Or  District  of  Beaufort. 

II  Or  District  of  Hilton  Head. 
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Brig.  Gen.  Eliakim  P.  Scammon. 

17th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  H.  AVilcoxson. 

75th  Ohio,  Col.  Andrew  L.  Harris. 

107th  Ohio,bCapt.  Edward  S.  Meyer. 

3d  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Tilghman. 

,34th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Lient.  Col.  William  W.  Marple, 

35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,!  Lieut.  Col.  Ammiel  ,J.  Willard. 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,!  2d  Battalion,  Capt.  George  R.  Hurlbut, 
3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,!  Capt.  Samuel  C.  Day. 

UNATTACHED. 

1st  New  York  Engineers  (battalion),  Maj.  .Tames  E.  Place. 


Ahstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  West  Florida,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean, 
U.  S.  Army,  coninianding,  for  December  31,  1864. 


Commautl. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

Headquarters . 

3 

42 

47 

13 

7 

2 

3 

1,  870 
1,169 
331 
215 
60 

3 

1, 961 
1,460 
386 
231 
70 

First  Brigade  (Yarrington) . 

Second  Brigade  (Woodman) . . . 

1,414 

912 

.266 

179 

26 

2 

4 

Fort  Barr.ancas  (Hitchcock) . 

Fort  Pickens  (Reisinger) . . 

14th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  M  (Schmidt)  . 

Total . 

32 

90 

114 

2,  797 

3,648 

4,111 

124 

4 

[December  31,  18G4. — For  organization  of  troops  serving  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  West  Florida,  see  Yol.  XLI,  Part  lY,  p.  977.] 


General  Orders,  )  Wau  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  General’s  Office, 

Xo.  3.  )  Washiriffton,  January  14,  1865. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  Uonse  of  Ivepresentatives 
is  published  to  the  Army : 

3‘UBLIC  RESOLUTION  NO.  4.— Joint  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  people  and  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  command,  for  their  gallant 
«  onduct  in  their  late  brilliant  movement  through  Georgia. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bej^resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Uongress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  the  ])eople  and  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  umler  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  ami 
good  conduct  in  their  late  campaign  from  C’hattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  the  trium])ha] 
march  tlience  through  Georgia  to  Savannah,  terminating  in  the  capture  and  occupa¬ 
tion  of  that  city;  and  that  the  President  cause  a  copy  of  tliis  joint  resolution  to  be 
engrossed  and  forwarded  to  Major-General  Sherman. 

Approved,  .January  10,  1865. 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 

A  .s*.s' isfa n f  A dj it ta nt-G encral. 

*  Or  District  of  Florida. 

!Constituted  the  Coast  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  .lohii  P.  Hatch,  on 
expedition  against  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad. 
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CONFEI^KRATE  COERESFOINDEi^CE,  ETC. 


JONESBOROUGH,  Ga.,  November  14^  1864 — 9.25  p.  m. 
General  Br  4XTON  Bragg, 

Richmond^  Va.: 

Prisoners  taken  yesterday  report  Sherman  with  three  corps  in  and 
about  Atlanta.  Scouts  and  prisoners  report  enemy  destroying  railroad 
between  Atlanta  and  Marietta.  Yankee  camp  rumors  say  Sherman 
Avill  move  forward. 


(Same  to  General  Hardee.) 


JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major- Oe^ieral. 


JONESBOROUGH,  November  14^  1864. 

General  John  B.  Hood, 

Tuscumbia  : 

Scouts  report  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  marched  into  Atlanta 
yesterday.  Large  fires  been  seen  in  Atlanta  for  last  three  days.  Pris¬ 
oners  say  camp  rumors  are  they  intend  marching  to  Augusta  and 
Savannah :  also,  that  Sherman  is  in  Atlanta. 

JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 


JONESBOROUGH,  Ga.,  November  14^  1864. 

General  J.  B.  Hood  : 

Sherman,  with  Fifteenth  and  TAventieth  CorjAS  and  Kilpatrick’s  cav¬ 
alry,  is  ill  Atlanta.  Prisoners  and  citizens  say  camp  rumors  are  that 
they  will  march  to  Augusta  and  Savannah.  Scouts  and  prisoners 
report  Sherman  destroying  railroad  from  Atlanta  to  Allatoona. 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 


(Same  to  General  Bragg,  Richmond;  Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 
Charleston;  Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  Selma;  Major-General  Cobb, 
Macon;  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  Lovejoy’s;  Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown, 
Milledgeville,  and  Col.  M.  H.  Wright,  Columbus.) 


JONESBOROUGH,  November  14^  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  R.  Taylor, 

Selma.,  Ala.  : 

Scouts  and  prisoners  report  enemy  destroying  railroad  between 
Atlanta  and  Marietta.  Prisoners  report  Sherman  in  Atlanta,  and  that 
camp  rumors  say  he  will  move  toward  Mobile  or  Savannah.  Prison¬ 
ers  also  reiiort  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth  Corps  at  Atlanta. 
Large  fires  observed  in  Atlanta  for  last  three  days. 

JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 


(Same  to  General  Hood.) 
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Near  Atlanta,  November  14, 1864. 

General  J.  H.  Clanton, 

Blue  Mountain : 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  may  move  through  Carrollton  toward  West 
Point  and  Montgomery  Eailroad.  Keep  it  well  watched. 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 


Griifin,  November  15,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

The  enemy  has  burned  Atlanta  and  destroyed  railroad  to  Allatoona, 
burning  bridge  over  Chattahoochee.  He  moved  out  of  Atlanta  with 
very  large  force  in  direction  of  Macon  by  Jonesborough  and  McDonough. 
We  have  no  force  to  hinder  him  and  must  fall  back  to  Macon,  where 
re-enforcements  should  be  sent  at  once  to  meet  him  successfully. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Near  Jonesborough,  November  15, 1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
General  J.  B.  Hood  : 

Enemy  advanced  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  wagons  early  this 
morning.  Have  driven  our  cavalry  back  to  this  place.  Strength  not 
yet  ascertained.  Enemy  have  burned  many  houses  in  Rome,  Marietta, 
and  Atlanta;  also  destroyed  railroad  and  burned  bridge  over  Chatta¬ 
hoochee.  - 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 


(Same  to  General  Braxton  Bragg,  Richmond;  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee,  Charleston;  Lieut.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  Selma;  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W. 
Smith,  Lovejoy’s;  Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown,  Milledgeville;  General 
G.  T.  Beauregard,  Tuscumbia,  and  Col.  M.  H.  Wright,  Columbus.) 


Lovejoy’s,  November  15,  1864 — 3.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding,  &e. : 

General  :  Yours  of  2.30  p.  m.  is  received.  My  trains  are  getting 
ready  to  start.  The  wagons  came  in  just  as  your  note  was  received 
notifying  me  that  the  pickets  were  driven  in  and  the  enemy  at  Mor¬ 
row’s  Mills.  If  they  come  too  close  to  me  I  will  endeavor  to  give  them  a 
Avarm  reception.  If  nothing  occurs  to  prevent  I  will  move  to-night  to 
the  position  spoken  of  yesterday  afternoon. 

Yours,  truly, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 
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*  Circular.]  Headquarters  Wheeler’s  Corps, 

November  15,  1864. 

I.  All  orders  heretofore  issued  regarding  destroying  supplies  and  re¬ 
moving  stock  before  the  enemy  are  modified  as  follows: 

II.  All  mills  near  the  enemy’s  line  of  march  will  be  rendered  useless 
to  the  enemy  by  breaking  the  machinery,  and,  when  practicable,  by 
drawing  ofi*  the  water. 

III.  No  mill  building,  corn-crib,  or  any  other  iirivate  property  will 
be  burned  or  destroyed  by  this  command. 

TV.  All  horses,  mules,  and  other  stock  which  citizens  have  left  on  the 
enemy’s  line  of  march  will  be  driven  off  and  proper  receipts  left  for  the 
same.  When  no  owner  can  be  found,  accurate  accounts  will  be  ke^it, 
so  that  the  stock  can  be  reclaimed  by  the  owner. 

V.  Commanders  of  troops  in  falling  back  before  the  enemy  will  send 
reliable  officers  and  men  at  least  one  day  in  advance  to  instruct  citizens 
in  which  direction  to  drive  their  stock. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Wheeler: 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 

First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Tusoumbia,  November  16,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond : 

Eeports  of  General  Wheeler  indicate  that  Sherman  is  about  to  move 
with  three  corps  from  Atlanta  to  Augusta  or  Macon  thence  probably 
to  Charleston  or  Savannah,  where  a  junction  may  be  formed  with  en¬ 
emy’s  fleet.  The  threatened  attack  on  Wilmington  in  that  event  must 
be  intended  for  Charleston.  I  would  advise  all  available  force  which  can 
be  spared  from  North  and  South  Carolina  be  held  ready  to  move  to 
defense  of  Augusta  or  crossing  of  Savannah  Eiver,  in  conjunction  with 
forces  in  State  t)f  Georgia.  Should  Sherman  take  Charleston  or  reach 
Atlantic  coast,  he  might  then  re-enforce  Grant.  General  Taylor  has  been 
ordered  to  move  with  the  available  forces  into  Georgia,  and  assume 
command  of  all  troops  operating  against  Sherman  should  he  move  as 
reported. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Love  joy’s,  [November]  16,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Via  Barnesville.) 

General  BragO: 

Scouts  from  enemy’s  rear  report  that  Sherman  left  Atlanta  yesterday 
morning  Avith  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth  Corps  in  two  col- 
uniLS — one  on  Jonesborough,  and  one  on  McDonough  road;  cavalry 
on  his  flanks.  Many  houses  been  burned  in  Eome,  Marietta,  and 
Atlanta,  and  railroad  bridge  over  Chattahoochee  destroyed  by  the 
enemy.  Enemy  advancing  this  morning. 

JOS.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Beauregard,  Cobb,  Hardee,  Hood,  Smith,  and 
Taylor,  and  Governor  Brown.) 
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Griffin,  November  16^  1864 — 4  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  EichmoBd  1.10  p.  m.  17tli.) 

General  Bragg: 

"Enemy  checked  this  evening  near  Bear  Creek.  Enemy  evidently 
marching  to  Macon. 

JOS.  WHEELEE, 

Major- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Beauregard,  Cobb,  Hardee,  Hood,  Smith,  Taylor, 
and  Governor  Brown.) 


Near  Jonesborough,  Ga.,  November  16 ^  1864 — Daylight. 
General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Tuscumbia : 

Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth  Corps,  with  Kilpatrick’s  cav¬ 
alry,  left  Atlanta  yesterday  morning  in  two  colmhns — one  on  Jouesbor- 
ough,  and  the  other  on  McDonough  road.  Fourteenth  Corps  has 
reached  Atlanta,  giving  Sherman  four  corps,  fully  60,000  men. 

JOS.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Tuscumbia;  General  Braxton 
Bragg,  Eichmond;  Lieut.  Gen.  Hardee,  Charleston;  Lieut.  Gen.  E. 
Taylor,  Selma;  Major-General  Cobb,  Macon;  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 
Forsyth;  Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown,  Milledgeville;  Col.  M.  H.  Wright, 
Columbus.) 


November  16, 1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Jonesborough^  Ga. : 

Telegraph  me  daily,  whether  you  have  news  of  importance  or  not. 
If  Sherman  advances  to  the  south  or  east  destroy  all  things  in  his 
front  that  might  be  useful  to  him,  and  keep  a  portion  of  your  force  con¬ 
stantly  destroying  his  trains. 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

General. 


Camp  Stephens,  near  Griffin,  Ga., 

November  16,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding,  &c.,  near  Lovejoy'’s : 

General:  The  rear  of  my  command  arrived  here  at  3  o’clock  this 
morning  in  very  good  condition,  considering  the  night’s  march,  for  new 
troops.  By  1  or  2  o’clock  this  afternoon  they  will,  1  think,  be  perfectly 
ready  for  anything  that  may  turn  up;  in  fact,  are  ready  now  if  heavy 
work  is  necessary.  My  movements  must,  of  course,  depend  in  great 
degree  upon  the  force  and  movements  of  the  enemy  and  your  ability  to 
hold  them  in  check.  If  too  much  engaged  yourself  please  have  one  of 
your  staft officers  notify  me  of  every  change  in  the  position  of  affairs.' 
If  the  full  force  of  the  enemy  is  moving  toward  Macon  my  command 
should  be  well  ahead  of  them  to  put  the  house  in  order  for  defense.  If 
they  move  in  full  force  toward  Augusta  it  is  still  important  for  us  to 
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reach  Macon  soon  to  take  the  cars.  The  rolling-stock  of  this  railroad 
is  not  adequate  since  their  losses  in  Atlanta.  If  they  are  not  in  largely 
superior  force  it  is  best  for  us  to  light  them  here.  You,  I  know,  will 
appreciate  my  anxiety  to  know  the  force  and  movements  of  the  enemy. 
At  General  Cobb’s  request  I  inclose  some  papers  which  he  wishes 
referred  to  you. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


Griffin,  November  16,  1864 — 12  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding.  &c.,  near  Lovejoy^s  : 

General  :  Yours  of  G  a.  m.  was  received  in  my  camp  at  10.35,  and 
was  forwarded  to  me  here  in  a  few  minutes.  Last  night  yours  of  10.30 
was  received  at  Bear  Creek  Station  at  12  m.  I  call  your  attention  to 
these  delays;  at  this  time  they  may  be  the  cause  of  very  serious  evil. 
Mine  of  0.30  a.  m.  would  have  been  greatly  modified  had  yours  of  G 
o’clock  been  previously  received.  I  dislike  to  refer  to  these  matters,  but 
they  are  just  now  of  great  importance.  The  heavy  column  marcliing 
by  McDonough  makes  it  necessary,  in  my  judgment,  for  this  command 
to  move  promptly  to  Forsyth.  I  have  sent  for  cars.  If  they  come  this 
afternoon  will  make  arrangements  for  starting,  leaving  all  commissary 
stores  and  forage  not  needed  by  my  command  for  the  use  of  yours. 
Colonel  Dibrell  has  just  come  in.  He  says  his  instructions  from  you 
will  justify  his  taking  position  near  Griffin,  toward  McDonough,  instead 
of  six  or  seven  miles  southwest  as  now.  He  will  report  to  you  his  exact 
position  as  soon  as  he  selects  it.  General  Cobb  and  myself  both  recom¬ 
mended  this  strongly  to  Colonel  Dibrell,  and  have  no  doubt  it  will 
meet  with  your  approval.  It  is  very  important  that  this  heavy  column 
by  McDonough  should  be  opposed  by  a  strong  cavalry  force.  They 
are  on  the  direct  road  from  Atlanta  to  Macon.  If  they  turn  toward 
Augusta  we  ought  still  to  be  in  Macon  as  soon  as  practicable.  Colonel 
Anderson,  of  my  staff,  will  hand  you  this,  and  give  you  my  views  more 
fully. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


Selma,  Ala.,  November  16,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Please  keep  me  advised  of  enemy’s  movements.  I  have  your  dis¬ 
patches  of  yesterday  and  day  before.  Should  enemy  move  east  better 
telegraph  General  Hardee  and  liichmond  direct. 

R.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant-  Ge7ieral. 


Macon,  Ga.,  [November  17,]  1864. 

President  Dayis, 

Kiehmond,  Vo. : 

Sherman’s  move  upon  this  place  is  formidable,  and  the  most  danger¬ 
ous  of  the  war.  His  policy  is  universal  destruction.  If  by  concentra¬ 
tion  of  all  forces  that  can  be  brought  together  Sherman’s  army  could 
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be  crushed,  he  having  cut  loose  from  his  communications,  it  would  be 
the  greatest  result  of  the  war.  The  only  mode  I  see  for  making  defense 
and  destroying  Sherman  is  to  order  garrisons  of  Charleston,  Savannah, 
and  Wilmington  here  at  once.  If  not  beaten  here  he  will  either  march 
to  Charleston  or  Savannah. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-  General . 


Macon,  November  17,  1864. 

General  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

I  left  Griffin  at  10.30  last  night,  and  telegraphed  the  joint  views  of 
General  Wheeler  and  myself.  The  enemy  are  advancing  in  two  col¬ 
umns,  by  Griffin  and  McDonough,  evidently  moving  on  Macon.  His 
forces  estimated  at  35,000,  including  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry.  We  are 
falling  back  rapidly  to  this  place.  The  enemy  will  probably  be  here 
by  Monday.  We  are  too  weak  to  resist  them  unless  re-enforced 
promptly.  The  prisoners  should  be  removed  from  this  State. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-General. 


Macon,  Thursday  Morning,  November  17,  1864. 
[Governor  J.  E.  Brown:] 

Dear  Goyernor  :  Things  are  very  bad  here.  Sherman  in  person 
is  leading,  say,  30,000  men  against  us.  We  are  retreating  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  consistent  with  good  order  and  efficiency.  The  militia  are 
retreating  in  admirable  order  and  good  discipline,  as  General  Cobb 
reports.  I  will  meet  them  between  this  and  Forsyth  this  evening.  I 
believe  the  Legislature  will  grant  you  large  and  liberal  powers.  Tell 
them  the  country  is  in  danger.  Let  all  of  her  sons  come  to  her  rescue. 

Yours,  faithfully. 

R.  TOOMBS. 

P.  S. — We  have  called  for  the  troops  in  Wilmington,  Charleston,  and 
Savannah.  If  we  do  defend  here  they  will  be  on  us  by  Monday.  Cavalry 
force  said  to  be  below  6,000.  Send  all  the  troops  you  can.  If  we  do  not 
get  help  we  must  abandon  this  place. 

Yours, 

R.  TOOMBS. 


Tuscumbia,  [November  17,  1864]. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond : 

General  R.  Taylor  has  been  ordered  to  repair  forthwith  to  Georgia 
and  take  command  of  all  Confederate  troops  now  operating  against 
Sherman. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Tuscumbia,  November  17, 1864. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

I  leave  for  Corinth  this  morning,  whence  I  will  move  according  to 
circumstances.  No  news  since  report  of  yesterday. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
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Tuscumbia,  [November  17,  1864]. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

General  Wheeler  reports  from  Jonesborongh,  Ga.,  enemy  advanced 
with  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry,  and  wagons  on  morning  of  15th 
instant,  driving  back  our  cavalry  to  Jonesborongh. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD. 


Richmond,  [November  17, 1864\. 

General  Beaitreoard, 

Tuscumbia : 

Generals  Cobb  and  Wheeler  report  Sherman  moving  with  three  corps 
on  Macon.  This  information  has  probably  been  communicated  to  you, 
if  not  anticipated  by  you,  but  we  are  not  informed.  Have  you  taken 
measures  to  meet  it?  You  are  aware  that  few,  if  any,  troops  out  of 
your  department  can  now  be  sent  to  its  defense. 

By  direction  of  the  President  ; 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  17,  1864. 

General  Beauregard, 

Tuscumbia,  Ala. : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  just  received.  You  were  dis^iatched  this 
morning  respecting  Sherman’s  movements  on  Macon.  At  same  time 
General  Taylor  was  telegraped  to  call  for  tlie  reserve  forces  of  liis  de¬ 
partment,  and  if  possible  to  aid  in  resisting  the  army  of  Sherman. 
Your  order  to  General  Taylor  to  move  with  the  available  forces  into 
Georgia  is  approved.  General  Hardee  was  telegraphed  this  morning 
that  his  command,  for  the  present,  was  extended  to  embrace  all  that 
part  of  Georgia  south  of  the  Chattahoochee  River,  and  directed  to  move 
promptly  to  the  scene  of  oiierations,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  an  adequate 
force  by  concentrating  detachments  from  garrisons,  convalescents  from 
hospitals,  reserves,  militia,  and  volunteers.  Copy  of  your  dispatch  has 
been  sent  to  the  President,  and  I  await  his  further  directions. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Near  Griffin,  Ga.,  November  17, 1864 — 11  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

Enemy  are  turning  their  columns  on  shortest  road  to  Macon.  Scouts 
from  enemy’s  rear  report  Fourteenth  Corps  moving  up  to  join  Sherman. 

JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  General  Howell  Cobb,  Macon;  Governor  J.  E.  Brown,  Mil- 
ledgeville,  and  General  R.  Taylor,  Selma.) 
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Charleston,  November  17^  1864. 
Hod.  J.  a.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War^  Richmond: 

General  Cobb  has  called  on  me  for  re-enforceinents  to  defend  Macon. 
I  will  send  him  the  Fifth  Georgia,  now  stationed  at  Florence,  which  is 
the  only  troops  I  can  spare  without  stripping  the  coast  and  leaving  it 
open  to  the  enemy. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Eichmond,  [Nove^nber  17,  1864]. 

General  Hardee,  Charleston : 

It  is  reported  that  Sherman  is  moving  rapidly  upon  Macon.  Your 
command,  for  the  present,  is  extended  to  embrace  all  that  part  of  Georgia 
south  of  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver.  You  will  move  promptly  to  the 
scene  of  active  operations,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  an  adequate  force  by 
concentrating  detachments  from  garrisons,  convalescents  from  hospitals, 
reserves,  militia,  and  volunteers. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Lispector  General. 


November  17,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler,  Comdg.  Cavalry.,  Lovejoy's  Station : 

Call  Clanton’s  command  to  you  and  give  him  such  orders  as  you  think 
best  to  assist  you  in  retarding  the  advance  of  Sherman. 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

General. 


Griffin,  November  17, 1864 — 12  m. 
General  John  B.  Hood,  Tuscumbia: 

Scouts  from  enemy’s  rear  report  that  Fourteenth  Corps  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  on  15th  on  way  to  join  Sherman,  giving  him  four  corps. 

JOS.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  General  Braxton  Bragg,  Eichmond;  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Har¬ 
dee,  Charleston;  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Taylor,  Selma;  General  Howell  Cobb, 
Macon,  and  Governor  J.  E.  Brown,  Milledgeville.) 


Near  Griffin,  Ga.,  November  17,  1864 — 2.20  p.  m. 
General  J.  B.  Hood,  Tuscumbia: 

Enemy  are  turning  their  columns  on  shortest  road  to  Macon.  Scouts 
from  enemy’s  rear  report  Fourteenth  Corps  moving  up  to  join  Sherman. 
I  have  no  orders  regarding  holding  any  city,  should  enemy  besiege  or 
assault.  Please  send  orders  to  me  or  General  Cobb. 

JOS.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  General  Braxton  Bragg,  Eichmond,  and  General  Beaure¬ 
gard.) 
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Twelve  Miles  North  of  Forsyth, 

•  November  17,  1864 — 6.40.  (Via  Macon.) 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.  18tli.) 

Geueral  Braog  : 

Enemy  still  moving  toward  Macon  by  shortest  direct  road.  Scouts 
report  a  force  of  the  enemy  between  Yellow  and  South  Rivers. 

JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 


Richmond,  \Novemher  17,  1864\. 

Maj.  H. C.  Guerin: 

Sherman’s  movement  may  cut  us  oft  at  any  moment  from  Southwest 
Georgia.  Urge  the  collection  [of]  corn  with  utmost  activity,  and  i)ush 
forward  to  Wellford.  Telegraiih  your  district  officers  to  lose  no  time, 
By  order  of  Commissary- General; 

J.  C.  ABRAMS, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Comynissary  of  iSnbsistenoe. 


General  Taylor, 

Selma : 


Richmond,  [Noremher  17,  1864]. 


You  are  authorized  to  call  for  the  reserves  of  your  department,  and 
requested,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  aid  in  resisting  the  army  of  Sherman, 
reported  to  be  moving  south  from  Atlanta. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Milledgeville,  November  18,  1864. 

President  Davis: 

A  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  is  advancing  on  Macon,  laying  waste  the 
country  and  burning  the  towns.  We  have  not  sufficient  force.  I  hope 
you  will  send  us  troops  as  re-enfor(‘ements  till  the  exigency  is  passed. 

JOS.  E.  BROWN. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  November  18,  1864, 

General  H.  Cobb, 

Macon,  Ga. : 

In  addition  to  the  troops  of  all  kinds  you  should  endeavor  to  get  out 
every  man  who  can  render  any  service,  even  for  a  short  period,  and 
employ  negroes  in  obstructing  roads  by  every  practicable  means.  Col¬ 
onel  Rains,  at  Augusta,  can  furnish  you  with  shells  i)re])ared  to  explode 
by  ])ressure,  and  these  will  be  elfective  to  check  an  advance.  General 
Hardee  has,  I  hope,  brought  some  re-enforcements,  and  General  Taylor 
will  probably  Join  you  with  some  further  aid.  You  have  a  difficult  task, 
6ut  will  realize  the  necessity  for  the  greatest  exertion. 

JEFFN.  DAVIS; 
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Corinth,  November  1864 — 7  a.  m. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon: 

I  Lave  just  arrived  here  on  iny  way  to  Georgia.  Please  order  imme¬ 
diately  to  General  Cobb,  at  Macon,  a  large  supply  of  Pains’  subterra 
shells,  with  competent  person  to  emidoy  them. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD, 

,  General. 


[Iiidorseineiit.] 


November 


Ad.tutant-General  : 


19,  1864. 


Instruct  General 


Pains  to  give  immediate 


rittention  to  this. 

J.  A.  S., 


Seeretary. 


Corinth,  November  18,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  lOtL.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  Taylor  telegraphs  from  Mobile  that  he  may  not,  through 
accident  on  roads,  reach  Macon  before  Sherman’s  force.  I  am  in  same 
condition  here.  I  therefore  respectfully  urge  that  General  Hardee 
should  be  ordered  to  assume  temporary  command  forthNvith  of  the 
troops  operating  in  Georgia. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD, 

General. 


General  S.  Cooper: 


Corinth,  November  18^  1864. 

(Received  19th.) 


General  Cobb  reports  from  jMacon,  November  17 : 


Enemy  is  advancing  in  two  colninus,  byvGriffin  and  McDonough,  evidently  moving 
on  Macon.  His  force  three  corps,  estimated  at  30,000,  including  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry. 
We  are  falling  back  rapidly  to  this  place.  Enemy  will  j)robably  be  here  Monday. 

I  have  ordered  Generals  Hood  and  Taylor,  and  requested  General 
Hardee,  to  send  General  Cobb  all  the  re-enforcements  they  can  spare.  I 
have  ordered  General  Taylor  to  Macon  forthwith,  and  am  going  there 
in  person  rapidly  as  condition  of  roads  will  permit. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD. 


Corinth,  November  18,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 

(Received  19th.) 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  mid  Inspector  General: 
General  Hood  reports  from  Florence,  18th : 


.lackson’s  cavalry  division  could  not  be  spared  from  this  army  Avithout  seriously 
embarrassing  Stewart’s  operations,  while  General  Wheeler  has  with  him  some  thir¬ 
teen  l>rigade8  of  cavalry. 

T  have  suggested  to  General  Hood,  if  he  could  not  spare  troops  for 
Georgia,  to  take  the  offensive  immediately  to  relieve  it. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD. 
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liiCHMOND,  November  18,  1864. 

To  THE  People  of  Georoia: 


You  liave  now  the  best  opportunity  ever  yet  presented  to  destroy  the 
enemy.  Put  everything  at  the  disposal  of  our  generals ;  remove  all  pro¬ 
visions  from  the  path  of  the  invader,  and  ])ut  all  obstructions  in  his  i)ath. 
Every  citizen  with  his  gun,  and  every  negro  with  his  spade  and  axe,  can 
do  the  work  of  a  soldier.  You  can  destroy  the  enemy  by  retarding 
his  march.  Georgians,  be  firm!  Act  imomptly.  and  fear  not! 

B.  11.  HILL, 

Senator. 


1  most  cordially  approve  the  above. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOY, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Corinth,  November  18,  1864. 

To  THE  People  of  Georgia: 

Arise  for  the  defense  of  your  native  soil !  Pally  round  your  patriotic 
Governor  and  gallant  soldiers !  Obstruct  and  destroy  all  roads  in  Sher¬ 
man’s  front,  flank,  and  rear,  and  his  army  will  soon  starve  in  your 
midst !  Be  confident  and  resolute !  Trust  in  an  overruling  Providence, ' 
and  success  will  crown  your  efforts.  1  hasten  to  join  you  in  defense  ot 
your  homes  and  firesides. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD. 


Corinth,  November  18,  1861. 

General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Florence : 

Batteries  ordered  from  Macon  cannot  now  be  expected  here.  Send 
two  soon  as  possible  until  others  can  be  had. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD. 


Corinth,  Novemher  18,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Commandhu),  (I'C. : 

General  Wheeler  reports  from  Griffin  yesterday  that  scouts  from 
enemy’s  rear  report  Fourteenth  Corps  crossed  Chattahoochee  on  15th 
to  join  Sherman,  giving  him  four  corps.  Should  that  be  true,  could 
you  not  spare  then,  at  once,  some  troops  for  Georgia,  or  take  the  offen¬ 
sive  immediately?  General  Cobb  is  urgent  in  his  calls  for  assistance. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD, 

General, 


Corinth,  Miss.,  November  18,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Employ  your  cavalry  to  best  advantage,  retarding  advance  of  Sher¬ 
man’s  army  and  destroying  supplies  in  his  front. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD. 
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Geueral  Bragg: 


Forsa^th,  November  18,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  lOtli.) 


Enemy  pressing  on  rapidly. 


JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 
Florence,  Ala.,  November  18,  1861. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Grijfin,  Ga. : 

Your  dispatches  of  17th  received.  It  is  very  important  that  you 
should  not  allow  any  portion  of  your  mounted  force  to  be  shut  up  in  a 
beseiged  city,  but  keep  them  constantly  harassing  the  enemy,  destroy¬ 
ing  his  trains,  and  cutting  oft*  his  foraging  parties. 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

Geyieral. 


Headquarters, 

Florence,  Ala.,  November  18,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Griffin,  Ga.  : 

In  returning  the  section  of  artillery  to  Roddey  which  is  with  Hannon, 
you  need  only  send  the  men  and  horses,  as  other  and  better  guns  have 
been  obtained. 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistayit  Adjutant-  General. 


Forsyth,  November  18,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Com  m  a  n  ding,  dvc. 

General  :  About  half  of  my  infantry  started  for  Macon  by  rail  last 
night,  and  the  trains  have  this  moment  returned.  The  rest  of  the  in¬ 
fantry  Avill  be  put  ui)on  the  cars  in  a  few  minutes.  I  sent  fourteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  under  Major  Palmer,  for  Macon  at  1  o’clock  this 
morning.  My  wagon  train  has  started,  and  as  soon  as  the  infantry 
are  off  I  will  start.  General  Beauregard  telegraphs  me  that  Geueral 
Taylor  has  been  ordered  to  take  command  of  troops  in  Georgia.  In 
meantime  directs  everything  to  be  done  to  check  Sherman’s  advance, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  can,  under  present  circumstances,  be  best  done  by 
the  infantry,  by  being  in  the  fortifications  at  Macon,  leaving  the  outside 
work  to  the  cavalry.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  stores  here;  I  will 
endeavor  to  get  cars  sent  up  to  remove  them.  In  case  you  have  to  fall 
back  suddenly  to  this  place  please  notify  the  trains  below.  I  received 
information  this  morning  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  were  moving 
down  the  Georgia  railroad.  If  this  is  so,  and  I  am  disposed  to  creiiit 
the  man  who  sent  the  information,  Sherman  may  stop  on  the  Towaliga 
and  move  the  mass  of  his  forces  east.  In  that  case  he  will  endeavor  to 
break  Central  railroad  to  prevent  our  going  by  rail  to  Augusta.  I 
shall  always  be  glad  to  hear  how  you  are  getting  on. 

YourSj  very  truly, 


G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General, 
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Columbia,  Xovemher  18,  1864. 

President  Davis: 

If  the  emergency  warrants  am  I  authorized  to  go  into  Georgia  witli 
such  force  as  1  can  carry,  and  retain  tliere  my  rank. 

JAS.  CHESNUT,  Jr., 
Brujadier- General,  Commandmg  Reserves. 


Kichmond,  November  19,  1864. 

To  THE  People  of  Georgia: 

We  have  had  a  special  conference  with  President  Davis  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  are  able  to  assure  you  that  tliey  have  done  and 
are  still  doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  meet  the  emergency  that  presses 
upon  you.  Let  every  man  lly  to  arms!  Pemov^e  your  negroes,  horses, 
cattle,  and  provisions  from  Sherman’s  army,  and  burn  what  you  can¬ 
not  carry.  Burn  all  bridges  and  block  up  the  roads  in  his  route. 
Assail  the  invader  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  by  night  and  by  day.  Let 
him  have  no  rest. 

JULIAN  HAETPIDGE,  MAPK  H.  BLANDFOPD, 

J.  H.  ECHOLS,  GEO.  N.  LESTEP, 

JOHN  T.  SHEWMAKE,  JAS.  M.  SMITH, 

Members  of  Congress. 


Petersburg,  November  19, 1864. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

I  have  not  received  General  Cooper’s  dispatch.  I  know  of  no  troops 
within  reach  of  Sherman  except  those  in  Georgia,  nor  do  I  know  of  a 

- .*  All  roads,  bridges,  provisions,  &c.,  within  Sherman’s  reach 

should  be  destroyed.  The  population  must  turn  out.  Wheeler  could 

do  much.  It  would  be  extremely  hazardous  and - Savannah 

will  probably  be  Sherman’s  object.  Troops  that  can  be  spared  from 
Charleston,  Savannah,  &c.,  should  take  the  field  under  Hardee. 

P.  E.  LEE. 


Corinth,  November  19,  1864.  (Peceived  20th.) 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

I  leave  this  morning  for  Macon,  via  Mobile,  the  nearest  route. 
Weather  and  roads  are  so  bad  that  movements  of  Army  of  Tennessee 
are  much  retarded. 

G.  T.  BEAUPEGAPD. 


Corinth,  November  19,  1864.  (Peceived  20th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Ge^ieral: 

General  Wheeler  telegraiflis  from  Griffin,  on  17th,  that  enemy  are 
turning  their  columns  on  shortest  route  to  IMacon,  and  scouts  from 

^Cipher  uiiintellij^ible. 
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enemy^s  rear  report  Fourteentli  crossed  Cliattalioocliee  to  join  Sherman, 
giving  him  four  corps.  This  information  has  been  communicated  to 
General  Hood.  It  is  left  optional  with  him  to  divide  and  re-enforce  Cobb, 
or  take  the  offensive  immediately  to  relieve  him. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAED. 


Macon,  November  19j  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

There  is  great  scarcity  of  arms  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  to  meet 
the  enemy.  It  is  necessary  to  have  additional  arms  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  levy  en  masse  ordered  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  and 
the  reserve  militia  of  South  Carolina  now  called  out  by  Governor  Bon¬ 
ham.  Please  have  all  spare  arms  sent  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  subject  to 
my  orders. 

^  W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Macon,  November  19,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

I  reached  here  this  morning.  The  enemy  on  both  sides  Ocmulgee 
Eiver,  about  thirty  miles  from  Macon.  A  column  is  reported  near  Social 
Circle  marching  on  Augusta.  My  opinion,  hastily  formed  from  the  in¬ 
formation  before  me,  is  that  the  enemy  will  ultimately  form  junction 
and  march  upon  Augusta;  General  Cobb  concurs.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  consists  of  the  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth, 
and  Twentieth  Army  Corps;  and  the  infantry  under  General  Cobb  is 
around  Macon. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Macon,  November  19,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Enemy’s  cavalry  entered  Clinton  to-day.  Enemy  reported  seven 
miles  this  side  Madison  at  9  o’clock  this  morning;  said  to  be  Slocum’s 
corps. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Li  e  u  ten  a  nt- G  encra  1. 


Macon,  November  19,  1864.  (Eeceived  20th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

I  have  ordered  Wheeler  to  make  an  attack  on  the  enemy  to-morrow 
at  Clinton  (20th),  [so]  as  to  ascertain  definitely  his  movements  and 
intentions. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Lieu  ten  a  n  t-  Gen  era  1. 
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Macon,  November  19j  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Colonel  Quid  will  declare  paroled  prisoners  exchanged  as  soon  as  lie 
can  make  Yankee  delivery.  Enemy’s  movements  indicate  an  advance 
on  Augusta.  What  defense  have  you  to  protect  Savannah  from  land 
attack? 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  November  19,  1864. 

General  Hardee, 

Macon ^  Ga.  : 

Have  no  defenses  but  an  inundation,  which  is  not  complete  and  does 
not  cover  the  crossing  of  the  Charleston  railroad  over  Savannah  Kiver. 
I  need  the  trooiis  on  the  way  to  Oconee  bridge.  Can  I  recall  them? 

L.  Me  LAWS, 
Major-General. 


Macon,  November  19,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws  : 

The  force  at  the  Oconee  bridge  cannot  be  spared  yet.  General 
Wheeler  says  that  prisoners  report  that  Sherman  is  going  to  Savannah 
by  way  of  Augusta.  Be  i) repared  to  iiress  negroes  if  you  need  them. 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Tennille,  November  19,  1864. 
General  McLaws,  or  Colonel  Anderson  : 

Sir  :  The  Yankees  are  expected  at  Oconee  bridge.  We  are  determined 
to  dispute  their  passage  and  defend  the  bridge.  Please  send  us  if  pos¬ 
sible  one  howitzer  and  caisson,  with  canister  and  grape,  occupying  an 
open  car.  We  have  some  twenty  old  artillerists  cut  off  from  their  com¬ 
mands  who  will  man  the  i)iece. 

WM.  A.  IRWIN, 

Aicle-de-Camp^  Twentieth  Military  District.  - 


Tennille,  November  19^  1864. 

General  L.  McLaws: 

Men  are  mustering  fast.  I  think  I  can  start  with  100  in  an  hour,  and 
have  200  by  noon.  Shall  I  jmess  an  engine  and  train  to  carry  men.  I 
have  rifles  and  ammunition. 

H.  T.  HALL, 

Major. 


.  Tennille,  November  19^  1864. 

General  McLaws  : 

No  trail s])oi  tation  here  to  move  troops.  Have  sent  over  fifty  cavalry 
to  Oconee  bridge.  Will  have  over  100  infantry  ready  for  afternoon 
train.  Captain  McKee,  at  14,  is  mustering  strong.  I  leave  at  once. 

II.  T.  HALL, 

Major  and  Commissary  of  jSnbsistence. 
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General  Bragg: 


Forsyth,  November  19,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 


Scouts  near  Hillsborough  report  enemy  moving  toward  Augusta. 

JOS.  WHEELEB, 

.  Major-General. 


*  Macon,  Ga.,  November  19,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

General  Taylor  has  been  ordered  herej  left  Mobile  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing.  General  Hardee  expected  tliis  morning.  Ee-enforcements  are 
promised. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major- Genera  /. 


Augusta,  November  19,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

Enemy  advancing  toward  Macon  j  also  a  strong  column  of  all  arms 
along  the  railroad  from  Atlanta  to  Augusta;  were  at  Social  Circle  yes¬ 
terday.  General  Hardee  passed  last  evening  on  his  wav  to  Macon. 

B.  i).  FEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Eichmond,  November  19,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Chesnut, 

Columbia,  8.  C. : 

Y"ou  are  authorized  to  go  into  Georgia  with  such  voluntary  force  as 
you  can  take  consistently  with  public  necessity,  and  command  there 
according  to  your  rank. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


West  Point,  November  20,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

General  J.  B.  Hood  : 

Push  on  active  offensive  immediately.  Colonel  Brent  informs  me 
first  order  for  movement  one  of  Jackson’s  brigades  to  Wheeler  has 
been  suspended  by  you.  It  is  indispensable;  it  should  be  sent  by  best 
and  quickest  route  to  l!^^ewnan,  to  cut  off‘  communications  of  enemy 
with  Kingston,  and  to  protect  construction  of  telegraph  lines  and  rail¬ 
road  to  Augusta  via  Atlanta.  I  have  api)ealed  to  people  of  Georgia 
to  defend  their  homes. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAEI), 

General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  November  20,  1864. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

General  Hardee  recpiested  me  to  inform  you  that  he  passed  through 
to  Macon  Friday.  He  could  bring  no  trooi)s  but  Fifth  G(‘orgia,  about 
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200  muskets.  Carolina  reserves  (1,700)  all  needed  to  guard  prisoners 
at  Columbia.  We  have  .to  put  in  trenches  here  about  2,000  locals 
and  convalescents.  Eumors  of  enemy’s  advance  on  this  place  unrelia¬ 
ble.  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  aid  General  Fry  in  every  contingency.  I 
use  ‘Wictory”  key. 

W.  M.  BKOWNE. 


Gordon,  November  2^,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Savannah  : 

It  is  my  opinion  you  had  better  send  troops  to  guard  Oconee 
bridge.  Keep  your  telegraph  office  open. 

FI.  C.  WAYKE, 

Major-  General. 


Oconee  Bridge,  November  20,  1864.  (Via  Tennille.) 

Captain  Elliott, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

I  arrived  here  safely  this  morning.  Have  no  news  at  present  to 
report.  Could  you  not  send  up  an  operator  arid  battery  with  the  next 
train,  as  his  iiresence  here  would  save  great  inconvenience  in  dispatch¬ 
ing.  There  is  no  operator  here,  and  I  have  to  send  to  Tennille  for  the 
purpose  of  dispatching.  Answer. 

A.  L.  IIAETKJDGE, 

Major^  Commanding,  &c. 


Gordon,  November  20,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon : 

I  report  here  with  200  men.  Send  me  10,000  rounds  of  ammunition, 
.09  caliber,  and  a  medical  officer. 

H.  C.  WAYKE, 

Mojjor- General. 


Charleston,  November  20, 1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

General  Fry  telegraphs  from  Augusta  that  he  wants  500  small  arms; 
none  here;  and  Major  Huger  has  telegraphed  to  Savannah  to  have  all 
sent  on  which  you  can  si)are.  Would  be  well  to  inform  Fry  of  what  he 
can  get. 

li.  S.  RIPLEY, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Augusta,  November  20,  1864—2  p.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Telegraph  to  Macon  just  broken.  General  Hardee  was  there  this 
morning.  Slocum’s  corps  at  Madison,  on  Georgia  railroad,  yesterday. 
Wid  make  the  best  defense  I  can  here. 

B.  D.  FRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Augusta,  November  20,  1864—7  p.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

This  morning  enemy  had  advanced  on  the  line  of  Georgia  railroad 
as  far  as  Oconee  River.  1  believe  it  to  be  Slocum’s  corps.  Wires  cut 
near  Macon.  I  have  no  communication  with  General  Hardee  since 
morning.  Fighting  reported  near  Macon. 

B.  D.  FRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


West  Point,  Miss.,  November  20,  1864. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  Hardee  will  for  the  present  give  orders  for  the  defense  of 
Georgia  east  of  the  Chattahoochee.  My  views  are  that  positions  should 
be  defended  only  so  iong  as  not  to  risk  safety  of  troops  and  materials 
required  for  active  operations  in  the  field.  Meanwhile  remove  to  safe 
locality  all  Government  property  on  line  of  enemy’s  march,  and  consume 
or  destroy  all  supplies  within  his  reach. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Lieut. 
Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee  commanding,  for  November  20,  1864. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  South  Carolina^  Georgia^ 
and  Florida^  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee^  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1864. 

MCLAWS’  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws. 

1st  Georgia  Regulars,  Col.  Richard  A.  Wayne. 

BarnwelFs  (Georgia)  Light  Artillery,  Col.  Richard  A.  Wayne. 

22d  Georgia  Battalion  (six  companies),  Maj.  Thomas  D.  Bertody. 

27th  Georgia  Battalion,  Company  D,  Lient.  W.  R.  McLaws. 

29th  Georgia  Battalion  Cavalry  (six  companies),  Capt.  .1.  T.  Wimberly. 

3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry  (eight  companies),  Capt.  A.  M.  Lowry. 

Symons’  Reserves  (ten  companies),  Maj.  .John  Cnnningham. 

Beaufort  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Lieut.  John  J.  Rhodes. 

Bonaud’s  (Georgia)  Battalion  (two  companies),  Capt.  Malcolm  T.  McGregor. 
Terrell  (Georgia)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  .John  W.  Brooks. 

Clinch’s  (Georgia)  Light  Artillery  (two  companies),  Maj.  George  W.  Anderson. 
Cobb  Guards  (two  companies),  Maj.  Alfred  L.  Hartridge. 

Daniell’s  (Georgia)  Light  Battery,  ) 

Guerard’s  (Georgia)  Light  Battery,  >  Capt.  J.  A.  Maxwell. 

Maxwell’s  (Georgia)  Light  Battery,  ) 

German  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Company  A,  Capt.  F.  W.  Wageuer. 

German  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt.  William  K.  Bachman. 

Hanleiter’s  (Georgia)  Battery,  Capt.  Cornelius  R.  Hanleiter. 

South  Carolina  Horse  Artillery  (section), Lieut.  Richard  Johnson. 

Lafayette  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  T.  Kanapaux. 

Mercer  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Pritchard. 

2d  Engineer  Troops,  Company  D,  Cixpt.  James  W.  McAlpiue. 

Ripley’s  brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Roswell  S.  Ripley. 

32d  Georgia  Volunteers  (seven  companies  and  detachment),  Capt.  S.  J.  Heath. 
1st  South  Carolina  Regulars  (ten  companies).  Col.  William  Butler. 

1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Company  K,  Capt.  Angus  P.  Brown. 

Keitt’s  (South  Carolina)  Mounted  Rifles,  Capt.  Ellison  S.  Keitt. 

RiX)ley  (South  Carolina)  Rangers,  Lieut.  C.  P.  Bolton. 

1st  South  Carolina  Artillery  (seven  companies),  Maj.  Ormshy  Blaudiug. 

Gist  Guards  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Lieut.  Theodore  G.  Boag. 

trapier’s  brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Trapier. 

Kirk’s  Squadron  (South  Carolina)  Cavalry  (two  companies),  Caiit.  M.  ,1.  Kirk. 
Steele’s  Comiiany  (South  Carolina)  Cavalry,  Capt.  J.  .J.  Steele. 

German  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Company  B,  Capt.  F.  Melchers. 

Santee  (South  Carolina)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  Christopher  Gaillard. 
Waccamaw  (South  Carolina)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  Mayham  Ward. 

ROBERTSON’S  BRIGADE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Beverly  IT.  Robertson. 

,3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Comjiany  B,  Caiit.  Archibald  L.  Campbell. 

Stono  (South  Carolina)  Scouts,  Capt,  .John  B.  L.  Wali)ole, 

2d  South  Carolina  Artillery  (two  companies),  Ca])t.  Medicus  Rickeiiliaker. 
Marion  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt.  Edwanl  L.  Parker. 

Palmetto  Battery  Light  Artillery  (three  companies),  Capt.  Charles  E.  Kanapaux. 
Washington  (South  Carolina)  Artillery,  Ca])t.  George  H.  Walter. 

Mathewes’  (South  Carolina)  Heavy  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  Raven  Mathewes. 

South  Carolina  Siege  Train,  Company  A,  Capt.  Benjamin  C.  Webb. 
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Taliaferro’s  brigade. 


Brijr.  Gen.  William  B.  Taliaferro. 


47th  Georgia  (six  companies),  Col.  Aaron  C.  Edwards. 

1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry  (nine  companies),  ) 

Palmetto  Light  Artillery,  Company  E,  ^  Lient.  Col.  William  11.  Campbell. 

South  Carolina  Siege  Train  (two  companies),  ) 

Ist  South  Carolina  Artillery  (three  companies),  yryiy  \  ^  4. 

Bonand’s  Battalion  Georgii  Volunteers!  i 

2d  South  Carolina  Artillery  (eight  companies).  Col.  A.  D.  Frederick. 

Lucas’ (South  Carolina)  Battalion  (three  companies),  Maj.  .1.  Jonathan  Lucas. 
Chatham  (Georgia)  Artillery,  Lieut.  Samuel  13.  Palmer. 

Orleans  Guard  Battery,  Capt.  G.  Le  Gardeur,  jr. 


miller’s  brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Miller. 

Battalion  Florida  Eeserves,  Capt.  Isaac  B.  Nichols. 

2d  Florida  Cavalry  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Abner  H.  McCormick. 
5th  Florida  Battalion  (three  companies),  Capt.  W.  H.  Milton. 

29th  Georgia  Battalion  (two  companies),  Capt.  F.  L.  Pepper. 

Independent  (Florida)  Cavalry  Company,  Capt. - Chisolm. 

Florida  Reserves  (seven  companies),  Capt. - Gilchrist. 

Abell’s  (Florida)  Artillery,  Capt.  Henry  F.  Abell. 

Kilcrease  (Florida)  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  F.  L.  Villepigue. 

Cami)beirs  (Georgia)  Siege  Artillery,  Capt.  Charles  G.  Campbell. 

POST  OF  FLORENCE,  S.  C.- 


Col.  George  P.  Harrison,  Jr. 


1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Capt.  J.  S.  Wilson. 

3d  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  MaJ.  William  P.  Gill. 

4th  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col.  .lames  H.  Williams. 

5th  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  R.  Brown. 

6th  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  Maj.  Robert  Meriwether. 

7th  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  Maj.  J.  W.  Ward. 

post  of  COLUMBIA,  S.  C. 

Lieut.  Col.  Robert  S.  Means. 

South  Carolina  State  Reserves  (five  companies),  Capt.  Edward  Powell. 

Williams’  Battalion  (South  Carolina)  State  Reserves  (two  companies),  Lieut.  .Tohn 
McCarley. 

Detachment  of  Artillery,  Lieut. - Holyland. 

Post  (iuard,  Capt.  Rufus  D.  Senn. 

Provost  Guard,  Capt.  D.  H.  Hamilton,  jr. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  Novemher  21,  1864. 

Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown: 

(Care  of  General  Fry,  Augusta,  Ga.) 

Your  telegram  to  the  President  has  been  referred  to  the  De])artinent 
for  answer.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  in  Georgia  are  viewed  with 
interest  and  concern.  Wliatever  re-enforcements  of  men  and  means 
the  I)e])artraent  can  command  from  its  limited  resources,  in  consistency 
with  general  safety,  will  be  afforded. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
/Secretary  of  War. 
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Macon,  November  21^  186-1. 

(Received  22d.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General': 

Believing  the  enemy  has  gone  toward  Augusta  I  liave  ordered  all 
the  disposable  force  from  tliis  place  to  that  point.  I  shall  leave  myself 
to-night  or  early  to-morrow.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  the  damage  done 
the  railroad  is  very  slight;  I  am  having  it  repaired.  No  injury  to  the 
railroads  west  or  south  of  this  place. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  282.  1  Charleston^  S.  €.,  November  21,  1864. 

I.  Pursuant  to  paragraph  XV,  Special  Orders,  No.  264,  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom  is  assigned 
to  command  of  the  Second  Military  Sub-District  of  South  Carolina, 
formerly  First  District  of  South  Carolina. 

*****  # 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjn^tant-  General. 


Macon,  [November]  21,  1864, 

(Via  Oconee  22d.) 

^lajor-General  McLaws: 

Believing  the  enemy  is  moving  on  Augusta,  I  have  ordered  all  the 
disposable  force  from  this  place  to  that  point.  Send  up  cars  to  take 
away  the  troops.  The  damage  done  the  railroad  is  believed  to  be  incon¬ 
siderable;  I  am  having  it  repaired.  Hasten  the  cars  forward.  I  shall 
leave  to-morrow  morning. 


W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


Oconee,  November  21,  1864. 

IMajor-General  McLaws, 

tSavannah,  Ga. : 

Can  you  send  me  1,000  men  fiom  Charleston  or  Savannah?  The 
enemy  are  flanking  me  on  the  right.  Send  me  a  map  of  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

11.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

November  21,  1864. 

Send  copy  to  headquarters.  Charleston,  and  to  Colonel  Cuyler. 

L.  Me  LAWS, 

Mii jor- General,  Com mand ing, 
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Central  Railroad  Company, 

Savanna  hj  November  21^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Gear  Sir:  Every  ear  at  this  time*  is  engaged  bringing  prisoners 
from  Camj)  Lawton.  Tlie  very  instant  I  can  command  cars  I  Avill 
place  a  train  at  No.  13  for  Government  stores,  and  I  will  give  direc¬ 
tions  immediately  tliereafter  to  bring  down  the  stores  at  Millen.  Gur 
road  is  not  injured  as  yet  from  Gordon  down.  I  received  the  following 
from  Augusta,  from  onr  operator  at  Gordon,  written  yesterday: 

The  lumber  train  was  captured  at  Griswoldville  and  burned  to-day.  Negroes 
all  safe.  Destroyed  the  machine  shops  and  foundr^^  and  Georgia  Chemical  Works. 
Road  burned  at  Griswoldville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  CUYLER, 

President. 


» 

Gordon,  [November]  21^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Savannah : 

I  have  been  cut  off  from  Macon  for  thirty  hours.  It  is  reported  to 
me  that  Macon  will  be  evacuated  by  onr  troops,  the  enemy  being  too 
strong.  I  have  therefore,  in  council,  decided  to  fall  back  to  the  Oconee, 
the  now  important  point  iu  this  neighborhood.  My  force  is  450,  includ¬ 
ing  00  cavalry  and  4  jiieces  of  artillery.  I  report  to  yon  for  orders. 

HENRY  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 


Gordon,  November  21,  1864. 

Colonel  Rains, 

Augusta  : 

Send  me  250  cartridge  boxes  and  belts.  The  rain  is  mining  my 
powder. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


G[ordon,  November]  21,  1864. 

General  Fry, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Augusta  : 

Have  yon  any  news  of  imiiortance  from  IMacon  ?  The  wires  are  cnt, 
but  I  will  send  a  courier  through.  Cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  moving 
on  the  east  of  me  as  if  for  Milledgeville.  Keep  me  advised. 

HENRY  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Augusta,  November  21, 1864. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

At  least  one  corps  of  the  enemy  has  advanced  as  far  as  Oconee  River 
on  railroad  from  Atlanta.  Raib  oad  and  tel(‘graph  cnt  near  Macon.  I 
have  had  nothing  from  Genei'al  Hardee  since  yesterday.  After  the 
enemy  passes  through  1  could  be  again  at  work  here.  The  machinery 
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is  all  important,  and  to  s-ave  it  I  must  have  control  of  my  workmen  and 
also  as  much  transportation  as  I  may  require.  Unless  such  instruc¬ 
tions  are  immediately  given  I  cannot  accomplish  it. 

GEO.  W.  EAINS. 
Colonelj  Commanding. 


Central  Kailroad,  Gordon^  November  21,  1864. 
Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Afisistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Savannah: 
Major-General  Wayne  proposes  falling  back  from  this  place  to  the 
Oconee  bridge.  The  enemy  are  reported  40,000  strong,  moving  on 
Macon,  and  20,000  on  Augusta.  A  small  force  of  the  enemy  were  in 
Milledgeville  yesterday  evening.  1  await  further  orders.  Telegraph 
me  at  No.  14. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major,  Ac. 


Oconee,  November  21,  1864. 

Captain  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  go  round  for  the  purpose  of  destroy¬ 
ing  the  Ogeechee  railroad  bridge,  I  will  need  a  train  to  transport  troops 
there  for  its  defense..  Can  you  not  send  a  train  here  subject  to  my 
orders  f 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major,  Ac. 


Oconee,  November  21,  1864. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott  : 

Assistant  Surgeon  West  has  arrived,  but  without  medicines.  Cap¬ 
tain  Fremder’s  cavalry  company  not  yet  arrive  d.  I  have  seized  all  the 
fords  above  and  below  the  railroad  bridge,  and  have  ordered  all  boats 
to  be  kept  on  this  side,  and  destroyed  if  necessary.  1  have  received 
the  major- general’s  dispatch  allowing  me  to  retain  the  Twenty-seventh 
Georgia  Battalion.  No  citizens  have  reported  yet. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major,  Ac. 


Oconee,  November  21,  1864. 

Captain  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

General  Wayne  and  his  command,-  between  400  and  500  men,  left 
Gordon  at  3.30  o’clock,  and  are  now  here.  As  we  left  Gordon  the 
Yankees  entered  it,  but  no  information  could  be  gathered  as  to  their 
strength.  General  Wayne  has  assumed  command  here.  I  await  fur¬ 
ther  orders. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major,  Ac. 
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Headquarters, 
Maco7iy  Ga.j  November  21,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  wislies  you,  when  you  reach 
the  nearest  point  of  your  inarch  to  the  Oconee  bridge,  on  the  Central 
railroad,  to  send  a  regiment  there  to  aid  in  its  defense.  There  ar§ 
about  100  men  there  at  present,  but  he  does  not  think  that  force  suffi¬ 
cient. 

Kespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters  Williams’  Kentucky  Brigade, 

November  21,  1864 — 3  p.  7n. 

Major  Poole, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  for  General  Hardee: 

I  found  the  enemy  about  four  miles  from  Clinton,  about  one  regiment 
strong.  I  have  driven  them  over  a  mile,  and  am  still  driving  them. 
Have  not  as  yet  learned  anything  of  the  force  they  have  in  their  rear. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  C.  P.  BKECKIKBIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Distrkjt  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  November  21,  1864. 

J.  K.  Tucker, 

Flag  Officer.,  Charleston,  tS.  C. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  J.  H.  Toombs,  chief  engineer  under  your  command, 
lias  suggested  that  from  his  knowledge  of  the  use  of  torpedoes  and  the 
roads  over  which  the  enemy  will  probably  pass  in  Georgia,  that  he  may 
be  able  to  delay  their  advance  and  inliict  serious  injury  on  them.  If 
you  can  dispense  with  his  services  for  a  short  time,  and  order  him  to 
report  to  me,  I  will  detach  him  on  that  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- Ge7teral. 


Kichmond,  Va.,  November  22,  1864. 

Col.  William  M.  Browne, 

Aide-de-Camp,  dvc.,  Augusta,  Ga, : 

You  will  convey  to  generals  commanding  armies  or  posts  in  South¬ 
ern  Georgia  my  instructions  that  everj^  effort  will  be  made,  by  destroy 
ing  bridges,  felling  trees,  planting  subterra  shells,  and  otherwise,  to 
obstruct  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  All  supplies  which  are  likely  to 
fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands  will  be  destroyed.  Communicate  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Hardee,  commanding  forces  in  Southern  Georgia,  or  to  General 
Beauregard,  if  he  has  arrived,  to  learn  whether  any  force  has  been  sent 
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from  the  Army  of  Tennessee  to  co-operate  in  the  defense  of  South¬ 
eastern  Georgia.  It  it  is  not  too  late  I  wish  that  Forrest  with  his  cav¬ 
alry  should  be  sent  to  impede  the  march  of  Sherman’s  army  and  pre¬ 
vent  it  from  foraging  on  the  country. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  22,  1864. 

General  B.  Bragg, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.: 

If  the  condition  of  affairs  will  permit  I  wish  you  to  proceed  via  Co¬ 
lumbia  to  Augusta  to  direct  efforts  to  assemble  and  employ  all  available 
force  against  the  enemy  now  advancing  into  Southeastern  Georgia. 
General  Hardee  and  perhaps  Taylor  and  Beauregard  are  at  Macon ; 
Brigadier- General  Fry,  and  perhaps  Chesnut,  at  Augusta.  General 
Lee  will  telegraph  you. 

.  JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Wilmington,  'Sovember  22^  1864—9  p.  m. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Riehmond : 

I  will  leave  by  first  train  but  shall  carry  but  few  troops,  most  of 
these  here  being  reserves  which  cannot  be  taken  from  the  State. 

B.  BRAGG. 


Wilmington,  November  22^  1864. 

Hon.  R.  H.  May, 

Mayor  of  Augusta  : 

I  leave  here  to-day  with  re-enforcements  for  Augusta.  Exhort  your 
people  to  be  confident  and  resolute. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Oconee,  November  22,  1864. 

General  L.  McLaws: 

The  Fourth  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted)  is  on  its-  way  to  my  sup¬ 
port,  and  will  be  here  at  about  1  o’clock  to-night.  Ordered  here  by 
General  Wheeler.  The  cannonading  heard  this  afternoon  was  Wheeler 
pressing  the  enemy  in  the  rear  down 'the  railroad. 

n.  C.  WAYNE. 


Oconee,  November  22,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Some  of  the  militia  are  coming  in.  Can  you  not  send  me  lOfi  arms 
and  ammunition,  say  40  rounds  for  each? 

H.  (\  WAYNE, 

Major-Gener((l. 

56  R  R — VOL  XLIV 
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Tennille,  November  22^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Please  send  5,000  rations  (breadstuffs,  meat,  and  salt)  to  Oconee 
bridge;  4,000  rounds  .69  and  6.000  rounds  .54. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 


Charleston,  November  22^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Dispatch  received.  Telegraph  communication  with  General  Hardee, 
at  Macon,  is  broken.  It  is  suggested  that  General  Wayne  may  be 
able  to  communicate  with  him  and  get  his  orders  on  the  subject-matter 
of  your  telegram.  Do  you  or  General  Wayne  want  a  map  of  Georgia? 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


•  Oconee,  November  22^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

One  hundred  and  eighty-five  enlisted  men  you  sent  up,  145  cadets, 
200  militia— my  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  have  not  yet  come  up — 
total,  530  men.  No  medical  supplies  or  instruments. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Maj(  r-  General. 


Oconee,  November  22^  1864. 

General  McLaws: 

My  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  just  in;  reported  the  force  of  the 
enemy  at  Gordon  at  2,400;  a  portion  went  up  the  Milledgeville  road, 
and  the  rest  this  way,  tearing  u])  both  roads.  Heavy  cannonading  now 
going  on  in  the  direction  of  Macon;  firing  rapid. 

H.  C.  WxAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Oconee  Bridge,  November  22^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

I  have  just  received  information  that  seems  reliable  that  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy  entered  Gordon  last  evening  after  I  left  it,  and  this 
morning  started  for  this  bridge.  Macon  was  to  be  attacked  last  even¬ 
ing  or  this  morning.  The  enemy  are  moving,  it  seems,  down  the  country 
on  Macon  or  Augusta  and  down  this  road. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Oconee,  November  22.,  1864. 

Capt.  li.  W.  B.  Elliott: 

III  falling  back  from  Gordon  I  have  lost  eighteen  of  my  artillery 
horses,  leaving  me  but  six.  I  intend  pressing  eighteen  from  the  farm¬ 
ers  in  the  adjacent  country.  Gan  you  supply  me  with  artillery  harness? 
Please  answer  at  once. 

H.  G.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 
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Oconee  Bridge,  November  22,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott  : 

I  do  not  think  the  enemy  who  entered  Gordon  yesterday  were  over 
200  strong;  they  are  probably  the  same  party  who  entered  ]\Iilledge- 
ville  the  day  before.  I  have  sent  Captain  Brown  down  witli  a  train 
this  morning  after  supplies.  Please  have  a  train  furnished  him  so  he 
may  return  immediately. 

A.  L.  HARTEIDGE, 

Major,  cOc. 


Oconee  Bridge,  November  22,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutamt- General : 

1  will  hold  the  bridge  until  I  get  other  orders  from  you. 

A.  L.  HAETEIDGE, 

3fajor,  dvc. 


Oconee,  November  22,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Major  Hall  report^  the  enemy  as  having  crossed  at  Blackshear  Eerry, 
twenty  miles  from  here. 

A.  L.  HAETEIDGE, 

Major,  Ac. 


Augusta,  November  22,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Your  telegram  received.  As  president  of  the  senate  1  have  assumed 
command  of  the  militia  of  the  State  east  of  the  Oconee  Eiver,  and  have 
ordered  all  able-bodied  men  to  report  to  me  here.  1  will  try  and  see 
General  Wayne  to-day,  and  conceive  some  measure  Avitli  him  to  impede 
the  enemy’s  progress.  Am  short  of  arms;  can  you  furnish  any?  Date 
of  my  commission,  June  3,  1862. 

A.  E.  WEIGHT. 


Eiciimond,  Ya.,  November  22,  1864. 

General  B.  D.  Fry, 

Augusta,  Gn.: 

You  will,  to  enable  Colonel  Eains  to  save  the  valuable  machinery, 
allow  him  such  of  his  workmen  and  such  amount  of  transportation  as 
may  be  necessary.  The  great  and  first  wish  being  the  rei)ulse  of  the 
enemy  in  the  event  of  an  advance  on  Augusta,  every  other  considera¬ 
tion  Avill  be  regarded  as  subordinate  to  that. 

dEEF’N  DAVIS. 


Augusta,  November  22,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

On  Sunday  the  Seventeenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  moved  from  Madi¬ 
son,  on  Georgia  railroad,  toward  Milledgeville,  which  is  now  in  hands 
of  enemy,  who  have  cut  Central  railroad  from  Oconee  to  Gordon. 
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General  Hardee  was  at  Macon  on  Sunday;  liave  not  heard  from  him 
since.  Sherman  seems  to  be  movino-  on  Augusta  and  Savannah,  45,000 
strong.  I  can  as  yet  count  only  4,000  for  defense  here.  Am  gathering 
all.  People  show  little  spirit.  * 

B.  I).  FRY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


General  S.  Cooper  : 


Augusta,  N'ovemher  22^  1864. 


An  intelligent  lieutenant,  with  fifteen  scouts,  has  just  reported  he 
followed  enemy  from  Eaton  Mountain  to  Morgan  County,  and  came 
here  by  railroad,  which  Ave  still  use  to  Greensborough.  Twentieth  and 
Fourteenth  Corps,  under  Slocum,  form  left  of  Sherman’s  army,  and  are  . 
moving  down  Oconee  River;  may  move  others  on  Augusta  or  Savan¬ 
nah.  Have  just  heard  from  General  Hardee,  at  Macon,  date  yesterday ; 
says  he  will  come  here. 

B.  D.  FRY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Augusta,  Novemher  22,  1864. 

President  Davis: 

Have  not  been  able  to  see  General  Wayne  to-day;  hope  to  do  so 
to-morrow.  I  have  reliable  authority  that  Milledgeville  was  not  occu- 
l)ied  by  the  enemy  as  late  as  3  o’clock  Sunday  morning.  A  comiiany 
of  cavalry  has  just  reached  here,  which  left  Macon  late  Saturday  after¬ 
noon.  Thej"  marched  directly  from  there,  passing  through  Milledge¬ 
ville,  and  saw  no  enemy  on  their  route. 

A.  R.  WRIGHT. 


Macon,  Novemher  22,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

In  the  Field: 

General:  I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Taylor  to  instruct 
you  to  send  a  comi)any,  immediately  on  receipt  of  this,  under  a  strictly 
reliable  and  competent  officer,  around  to  some  safe  point  on  the  Georgia 
Central  Railroad,  and  between  the  enemy  and  SaA^annah,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  station  his  men  at  suitable  distances,  and  apjdy  by  telegra])!) 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Savannah,  in  Lieutenant-General  Taylor’s 
name,  for  full  information  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  eastAvard  and 
toward  Augusta,  and  report  the  same  fully  and  promj)tly  to  this  place. 

Most  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

W.  F.  BULLOCK,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Florence,  November  22,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  F.  Nance:  . 

Your  dispatch  received  twenty-four  hours  after  date.  '  Merriwether’s 
battalion  was  sent  by  General  Hardee’s  orders  to  Augusta  before  your 
dispatch  was  Avritten.  1  suppose  from  date,  &c.,  it  was  for  same  pur¬ 
pose  you  ordered  Williams.  Wbo  is  in  command  of  the  department? 

GEO.  P.  HARRISON,  Jr., 

Co  I onel.  Com  ma  n  ding. 
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It  seems  that  Colonel  Harrison  had  received  a  dispatch  prior  to  the 
one  from  this  office  and  sent  another  battalion  in  place  of  Williams’. 
Kespectfnlly, 

KANCE,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeyieral. 


Charleston,  November  22^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Insveetor  General: 

It  seems  that  General  Sherman  is  marching  to  tlie  coast;  I  believe 
to  this  place.  You  will  see  by  last  department  returns  that  I  have  not 
the  troops  to  make  a  defense  by  land.  If  troops  are  withdrawn  from 
the  harbor  batteries,  the  enemy’s  lleet  and  troops  are  in  sight  and  ready 
to  enter.  I  earnestly  ask  for  re  enforcements,  and  such  instructions  as 
may  be  thought  necessary.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  is  in  Georgia, 
and  communication  with  him  cut  off. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  South  Carolina,  «&c., 

Charleston^  November  22,  1864. 

[General  Hardee  ?:] 

General:  I  have  sent  Mr.  Toombs,  chief  engineer  C.  S.  S.  Chicora, 
of  the  Navy  Department,  with  some  torpedoes,  which  he  thinks  he  can 
use  to  some  advantage  against  the  enemy  in  their  advance  through 
Georgia.  I  have  directed  him  to  call  on  you  and  explain  the  nature  of 
the  service  ou  Avhich  he  is  sent,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
give  him  such  aid  as  you  can  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  the  object  in 
view. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Sub-Dist.  South  Carolina, 

No.  7.  )  Charleston,  November  22,  1861. 

Pursuant  to  paragraph  I,  Special  Orders,  No.  282,  Department  of 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Elorida,  the  undersigned  assumes  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Second  Sub-District  of  South  Carolina.  All  existing 
orders  will  remain  in  force  until  otherwise  ordei'ed. 

\  The  officers  of  the  present  district  staff'  Avill  continue  on  duty  with 
these  headquarters. 

First  Lieut.  I>.  E.  Taylor  and  First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Jones  are  announced 
as  aides-de-camp,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  res[)ected  accordingly. 

K.  RANSOM, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Com  mandincj. 
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Augusta,  J^ovemher  23 j  1864, 

Flis  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Your  dispatch  received  and  orders  obeyed.  Nothing  definite  known 
of  enemy’s  advance.  1  will  keep  you  advised  of  all  information  I 
receive  from  military  authorities  here. 

W.  M.  BROWNE. 


Augusta,  November  23,  1864 — 9.10  p.  m. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Morris: 

Major  Hartridge  drove  enemy  back  across  river.  General  Wayne 
with  militia  and  operator  back  again,  and  office  reopened.  Enemy  have 
taken  fiat-boat;  am  building  another. 

J.  A.  BRENNER, 

Superintendent. 

[Indorsement.] 

November  24,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  23,  1864. 

General  B.  Bragg, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

The  law  which  restricts  reserve  troops  to  service  within  their  State 
has  been  suspended  for  sixty  days.  I  did  not  suppose  those  at  Wil¬ 
mington  could  be  spared.  You  will  exercise  a  large  discretion  in  the 
disposition  of  the  forces  which  may  be  made  available. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Savannah,  November  23,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

I  left  Macon  Monday  night  for  this  place,  via  Fort  Valley,  Albany, 
and  Thomasville,  and  reached  here  to-night.  When  I  left  Macon  I 
could  hear  of  no  enemy  west  of  the  Ocmulgee.  The  enemy  had  not 
been  at  Forsyth,  Griffin,  or  Barnesville.  It  was  believed  that  Sherman 
was  moving  with  his  main  force  on  Augusta.  I  could,  however,  gain  no 
definite  or  reliable  information  respecting  the  movement  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry.  Wheeler  attacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  Clinton  Sunday, 
but  gained  no  advantage  and  got  no  information.  The  same  day  Col¬ 
onel  Crews  drove  the  enemy  from  Griswold,  but  being  re  enforced,  Crews 
was  in  turn  driven  from  the  place.  Monday  Wheeler  advanced  on  Gris¬ 
wold  and  drove  Kil])atrick,  who  retreated  on  Milledgeville.  Believing 
Macon  would  not  be  attacked,  in  which  my  principal  officers  concurred, 
I  ordered  General  Smith’s  entire  force,  and  a  part  of  Cobb’s,  to  move 
on  Augusta  via  tlie  Central  railroad.  This  road  was  broken,  but  as 
far  as  heard  from  could  be  easily  repaired.  Lieutenant-General  Taylor 
was  in  Columbus  Monday,  and  was  expected  at  Macon  Tuesday  follow¬ 
ing,  and  would  assume  command. 

W.  J.  IIARDKE, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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Oconee  Bridge,  November  23^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

lioad  not  repaired  as  tlie  enemy  is  still  on  it  in  my  front  making  for 
the  bridge.  I  am  expecting  an  attack  momentarily.  Have  not  seen 
General  Hardee.  His  courier  followed  the  enemy  and  came  in  last 
evening,  and  will  try  to  return  this  morning.  The  people  in  Macon, 
from  my  dispatches,  know  little  of  what  has  transpired  on  the  road 
between  that  town  and  this  place.  Will  send  you  word  when  the  road 
shall  be  open  for  cars. 

H.  0.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Oconee  Bridge,  [November  23]  ^  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  McLaws  : 

-  Major  Hartridge  has  driven  the  enemy  back  across  this  river,  but 
they  have  the  flat.  Austin,  with  the  cadets,  has  gallantly  held  the 
bridge  The  enemy  are  constructing  a  flat  in  the  woods  to  try  to  cross 
below  me  to-night.  Send  me  5,000  .54  cartridges. 

H.  0.  WAYNE,' 

Major-General. 


Tennille,  November  23,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

A  courier  just  in  from  General  Wayne  reports,  engaged  the  enemy 
at  12  m.  at  the  bridge;  about  200  crossed  at  Ball’s  Ferry,  and  were 
driven  back  by  Major  Hartridge.  General  Wayne  says  send  him  5,000 
rounds  of  .54  cartridges;  and  also  says  shall  he  hold  his  position  if  he 
is  flanked.  Train  waits  answer. 

H.  T.  HALL, 

Major,  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Major-General  Wayne, 

Tennille : 


Savannah,  November  23,  1864. 


Bring  off  the  stores  with  you  from  Tennille. 

By  order  of  Major-General  McLaws: 

K.  W.  B.  ELLIOTT, 
Asshtant  Adjutant- General. 


The  operator  at  the  Bay  oflice  says  the  stores  at  Tennille  have  all 
been  loaded  and  will  leave  to-night. 

D.  G.  B., 

Operator. 


Oconee,  November  23,  1864. 

('apt.  K.  W.  B.  Eleiott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Enemy  reported  four  miles  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  advancing 
on  bridge. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

iMajor,  Ac. 
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Oconee,  November  23,  1864. 

Capt.  li.  W.  B.  Elliott: 

The  enemy  reported  fighting  onr  pickets  at  Ball’s  Ferry,  four  miles 
below  here.  I  am  going  there  with  iiart  of  my  command. 

A.  L.  HAKTEIDGE, 

Major ^  &c. 


Oconee  Bridge,  November  23j  1864. 

Oapt.  B.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  left  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded  at  Ball’s  Ferry.  There  will 
probably  be  fighting  here  to  morrow.  If  Captain  Brown  has  reported 
send  him  back  with  supplies;  also,  2,000  cartridges  (.57)  at  once. 

A.  L.  HAKTKIDOE, 

Major,  Ac. 


Oconee,  November  23,  1864. 

Capt.  B.  W.  B.  Elliott: 

Major  Hartridge  has  gone  to  meet  the  enemy  at  Ball’s  Ferry.  Our 
forces  are  fighting  the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  at  the  end 
of  the  trestle-works. 

W.  A.  BEID, 

Lieuteriant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


Oconee,  November  23,  1864. 

Capt.  B.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson  has  arrived  here  with  the  Fourth  Ken¬ 
tucky  Infantry  (mounted),  consisting  of  eighty  men. 

A.  L.  HABTBIDCE, 

Major,  Ac. 


Headqi^arters, 

Macon,  Ga.,  November  23,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  in  the  Field : 

General:  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  that  you  fur¬ 
nish  him  at  the  earliest  j)racticable  moment  with  any  information  you 
may  have  relative  to  the  enemy’s  movement  toward  the  Oconee — 
whether  he  is  going  directly  toward  the  railroad  bridge  from  this  side, 
or  is  moving  to  cross  the  river  below  the  railroad  bridge,  with  the  view 
of  striking  the  railroad  again  at  Davisborough  or  Tennille;  and  also 
such  information  as  you  may  have  from  General  Wayne,  who,  when 
last  heard  from,  was  ])roce8ding  to  east  side  of  the  Oconee  to  talce 
])osition  at  railroad  bridge,  with  eleven  pieces  of  artillery  and  about 
500  or  000  men.  If  you  possess  any  information  on  these  imints 
when  this  reaches  you,  you  will  communicate  it  at  once  to  these  head- 
(piarters.  lie  further  directs  you  to  cross  the  Oconee  without  delay^ 
place  yourself  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  inform  General  V\  ay ne  rela- 
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tive  to  liis  movements.  Should  the  enemy  leave  the  railroad  and  strike 
toward  Augusta  you  will  get  on  his  flank,  annoy  him  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  communi(.*ate  promptly  and  constantly  with  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee  at  Savannah.  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  desires  you 
on  receipt  of  this  to  endeavor  to  learn  the  present  whereabouts,  if 
possible,  of  Carswell’s  brigade,  Georgia  militia,  now  commanded  by 
Colonel  Willis,  which  must  be  somewhere  south  of  the  railroad  and 
this  side  of  the  Oconee.  The  enemy  is  reported  to  have  left  Clinton 
aboiit  sundown  this  evening,  taking  the  direct  Milled geville  road. 
Brigadier-General  Ferguson  and  Colonel  Breckinridge  have  been 
ordered  to  follow  closely,  harassing  him  as  much  as  possible,  and  send 
scouts  to  the  right  for  the  i^urpose  of  getting  in  communication  with 
and  receiving  orders  from  you. 

I  am,  general,  most  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  BULLOCK,  Jr., 

A  ssistant  A djn  tcmt-  Gen eral. 


Richmond,  November  23^  1864. 

Gen.  A.  R.  Wright, 

Augusta^  Ga. : 

1  deem  it  very  fortunate  that  you  are  in  position  to  exercise  at  the 
same  time  the  authority  of  your  Confederate  and  State  commission. 
The  Adjutant-General,  C.  S.  A.,  will  issue  an  order  placing  you  on  duty 
in  Georgia.  This  telegram  in  the  meantime  will  be  sufflcient  for  that 
purpose. 

JEFF’K  DAVIS. 


President  Davis, 

Richmond : 


Augusta,  November  23j  1864. 


I  am  here  with  a* portion  of  my  command;  more  expected. 

JAS.  CHESKUT,  Jr., 

Brigadier -General. 


General  McLaws: 


Aitgusta,  November  23^  1864. 


Making  every  preparation  for  defense.  General  Bragg  telegraphs 
that  he  will  leave  to-day  with  re-enforcements.  Chesnut  and  Gartrell 
are  here.  People  much  more  cheerful. 

B.  D.  FRY, 
Brigadier -Gen  eral. 


Charleston,  November  23,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  hispector  General: 

If  any  troops  are  sent  from  Virginia  I  ask  that  Major  Basinger’s 
battalion  be  of  the  number.  His  officers  and  men  are  instructed  in  the 
use  of  heavy  artillery.  There  is  but  one  comi)any  here  now  to  man  the 
city  l)atteries,  and  1  am  in  daily  expectation  of  an  attack  by  water. 
Re-enforcements  are  absolutely  essential  here. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  South  Carolina,  &c., 

Charleston^  S.  C.,  November  23^  1864. 

Brig.  Geiu  J.  H.  Trapier, 

Georgetown^  8.  C.: 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  me  to  prepare  for  a 
very  heavy  attack  pn  this  city.  It  is  necessary  to  liave  every  available 
force  at  and  near  this  place.  You  will,  therefore,  order  Gai Hard’s  bat¬ 
tery  from  Santee,  and  Kirk’s  squadron  from  Georgetown,  to  repair 
without  delay  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  report  for  temporary  duty  to  Maj. 
Gen.  B.  Eansom,  commanding  the  Second  Sub-District.  The  troops 
will  bring  with  them  as  full  supplies  of  subsistence  and  ammunition  as 
practicable,  and  prejiared  for  active  service.  Hold  your  remaining 
force,  with  the  exception  of  Melchers’  company,  to  move  at  the  shortest 
notice  to  the  same  point — Mount  Pleasant.  I  desire  to  see  and  confer 
with  you,  and  will  be  glad  if  you  will  repair  to  this  city  as  soon  as  you 
have  given  the  necessary  orders  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  instructions. 
Order  Captain  Melchers  to  use  the  utmost  care  and  watchfulness,  and, 
in  the  event  of  an  attack  during  your  absence,  to  defend  his  post  to  the 
last  extremity,  and  if  forced  to  retire  to  [save]  his  guns,  or,  if  too  hard 
pressed  for  that,  to  spike  them  and  save  his  men,  bringing  them  to 
Mount  Pleasant.  Instruct  your  staff  officers,  in  the  event  of  a  threat¬ 
ened  attack  on  Georgetown,  to  move  the  Government  property  in  their 
charge  to  the  Pee  Dee  bridge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  general,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JOKES, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Macon,  November  24,  1864. 

(Via  Savannah  28th.  Received  29th.) 

President  Jefferson  Davis: 

I  arrived  here  this  morning.  Reports  indicate  enemy’s  advance  to 
have  reached  a  line  extending  from  Davisborough  to  Warrenton,  mov¬ 
ing  eastwardly,  destroying  Central  and  Georgia  railroads.  Probabil¬ 
ities  are  that  the  enemy  will  follow  most  direct  route  to  Port  Royal,  in¬ 
tending  to  re-enforce  Grant  as  soon  as  practicable.  State  militia  and  re¬ 
serves  leave  in  the  morning,  under  General  G.  W.  Smith,  to  re-enforce 
General  Hardee.  Have  ordered  General  Hood  to  take  active- offensive 
in  Middle  Tennessee  to  relieve  General  Lee. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


^lACON,  Ga.,  November  24,  1864. 

(Via  Mobile.) 

General  J.  B.  Hood : 

Sherman’s  movement  is  progressing  rapidly  towards  Atlantic  coast, 
doubtless  to  re-enforce  Grant.  It  is  essential  you  should  take  offen¬ 
sive  and  crush  enemy’s  force  in  Middle  Tennessee  soon  as  practicable, 
to  relieve  Lee. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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Savannah,  November  24, 1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

I  left  Macon  to  go  to  Augusta,  believing  my  presence  there  more  nec¬ 
essary  than  at  Macon.  Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  learned  with  pleas¬ 
ure  that  General  Bragg  is  ordered  there.  Tliere  was  lighting  to-day  at 
Ball’s  Ferry,  near  the  Oconee  bridge;  the  enemy  was  repulsed.  I 
have  600  or  700  men  guarding  the  Oconee  bridge  and  the  river. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-General, 


Kichmond,  Ya.,  November  24,  1864. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee, 

'  ■  Savannah,  Ga. : 

When  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  shall  be  developed  every  elfort  must 
be  made  to  obstruct  the  route  on  which  he  is  moving,  and  all  other 
available  means  must  be  employed  to  delay  his  march,  as  well  as  to 
enable  our  forces  to  concentrate,  as  to  reduce  him  to  want  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  supplies.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  prisoners  of  war  who  have 
been  collected  in  Ware  County.  The  position  is,  I  sui^pose,  only  de¬ 
signed  for  temporary  occupation.  You  will  keep  in  constant  communi¬ 
cation  with  General  Bragg,  while  you  remain  on  the  coast,  so  as  to 
have  entire  unity  of  design  and  operation. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Special  Orders,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  279.  (  Richmond,  Ya.,  November  24,  1864. 

*##*#.*  # 

XLI.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  Wright,  Provisional  Array,  0.  S.,  is  assigned 
to  duty  with  the  forces  operating  against  General  Sherman,  command¬ 
ing  United  States  forces  in  Georgia.  » 

*  *  *  *  *  '  *  » 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

JOHN  W.  EIELY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Oconee,  November  24,  1864—1  a.  m. 

General  McLawS: 

Y^ou  must  get  some  one  else  to  remove  stores  from  Tennille,  for  it  is 
([uestioned  if  we  get  out  of  this  pickle.  Am  holding  the  bridge,  and 
j^liolding  Ball’s  Ferry,  eight  miles  below,  but  hoAv  long  my  men  can  hold 
out,  with  the  movements  1  am  compelled  to  make  against  Kilpatrick’s 
3,000  men,  will  be  the  question. 

H.  0.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Oconee,  November  24,  1864. 

General  McLaws: 

The  enemy  have  planted  a  battery  in  front  of  the  bridge  and  are  try 
ing  to  shell  us  out. 

11.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 
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Oconee,  Koremher  24^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Enemy  sent  up  a  rocket  last  night  and  opened  heavily  again  at  day¬ 
break  this  morning  and  still  at  it.  Am  nearly  out  of  .54,  only  twenty- 
live  rounds  to  the  man  left.  Send  me  up  ammunition,  and,  if  possible, 
1,000  men. 

WAYNE, 

'  Major-General. 


Oconee,  November  24,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

1  am  again  attacked  at  Ball’s  Ferry  in  force.  Do  send  me  ammuni¬ 
tion:  I  am  nearly  out. 

,  H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Oconee,  November  24,  1864 — 8.55  p.  m. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

1  have  held  the  bridge  to  the  last  extremity.  The  enemy  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  setting  fire  to  the  trestle-work  on  the  other  end  of  the  bridge  ; 
it  is  burning  slowly.  We  still  hold  this  side,  and  shall  continue  to  hold 
it  until  driven  back.  The  enemy  are  in  heavy  force  on  the  other  side. 
1  believe  I  have  more  than  Kilpatrick’s  division  in  front  of  me.  Wheeler 
has  not  yet  come  up. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Oconee  Bridge,  November  24,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Major  Hall  reports  to  me  that  the  enemy  are  on  the  Linton  road  to 
Tennille,  fifteen  miles  off.  • 

IL  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Oconee,  November  24,  1864. 

Capt.  U.W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  force  of  the  enemy  is,  in  my  opinion,  exaggerated.  1  do  not 
think  there  are  more  than  800  men.  Major  Hall,  at  No.  13,  reports'  the 
enemy  seen  fifteen  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Buffalo  Creek,  the  bridges 
over  which  are  all  destroyed,  but  they  may  force  a  passage.  Sharp¬ 
shooters  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  ours  on  the  other, 
firing  on  each  other. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major,  if 6'. 
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Oconee,  [November]  24^  1864. 

Capt^  R.  W.  B.  Elliott  : 

My  men  are  in  good  spirits,  but  I  cannot  depend  mucli  on  tbe  mili¬ 
tia.  The  enemy  are  attacking  ns  in  front.  I  will  hold  the  bridge  as 
long  as  possible.  If  forced  to  fall  back  I  will  retreat  in  direction  of 
Ogeechee  bridge.  Please  send  me  three  days’  cooked  rations  for  200 
men. 

A.  L.  HAKTKIDGE, 

^  Major,  &c. 


Oconee,  November  24.,  1864, 

Captain  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

General  Wheeler  with  10,000  men  is  crossing  Blackshear  Ferry, 
twenty  miles  below  here,  and  is  coming  to  our  assistance.  We  still 
hold  our  position  at  the  bridge.  The  enemy  have  burned  the  long  tres¬ 
tle  on  the  other  side.  Our  loss  this  morning,  2  killed  and  5  wounded. 

A.  L.  HAKTRIDGE, 

ATajoVj  Comm  andi ng. 


^General  McLaws: 


Oconee,  November  24,,  1864. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 


They  have  opened  a  piece  of  artillery  on  us. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE. 


Oconee,  November  24^  1864. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 

General  McLaws  : 

The  enemy  are  still  lighting  us  in  front,  and  are  moving  slowly  down 
the  river  with  wagons,  1  think  with  the  intention  of  throwing  a  pon¬ 
toon  bridge  across  the  river. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major,,  &c. 


Oconee,  November  24,,  1864. 

General  McLaws: 

The  enemy  have  turned  their  artillery  in  the  oiiposite  direction  and 
are  shelling.  They  must  be  attacked  in  the  rear. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major ^  &c. 


\ 

Headquarters, 

Oconee  Bridge,,  November  24^  1864, 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding,  Ac. : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  to-day  by  Hamilton  Smith  is  just  re¬ 
ceived  at  2  ]).  m.;  your  dispatcli  of  yesterday  by  Hodges  has  not  been 
received.  The  enemy  are  now  trying  to  shell  me  out.  Force  in  front 
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of  me  is  from  3,000  to  4,000.  They  are  trying  to  cross  on  pontoon  a 
mile  below  me.  Hurry  a  strong  force  to  my  assistance j  also  send  a 
force  below  to  No.  13,  Central  railroad,  where  a  part  of  the  enemj^, 
estimated  at  500,  ai’e  marching  on  Sander sville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

HENKY  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 

2.10. 

The  enemy  have  this  instant  turned  their  guns  to  their  rear.  Did 
you  send  men  up  the  river  on  the  other  side?  ^ 

H.  C.  W. 


General  Hardee: 


Augusta,  November  24^  1864. 


Captain  Culver,  who  has  been  scouting  since  Sunday,  reports  main 
body  of  enemy  moving  down  west  side  of  Oconee;  that  a  cavalry  force 
of  600  to  1,000  has  crossed,  and  was  at  Island  Creek  at  6  p.  m.  yester¬ 
day,  moving  slowly  towards  Shorte.  Island  Creek  is  sixteen  miles  west 
of  Shorte.  One  hundred  and  sixty-three  prisoners  have  been  brought 
[iu], 

B.  D.  FRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Augusta,  November  .24, 1864 — 12  o'clocl\ 

Dr.  W.  S.  Morris: 

General  Wheeler  with  10,000  men  now  crossing  Oconee  River,  twenty 
miles  below  bridge,  at  Blackshear  Ferry,  and  coming  to  assistance  of 
General  Wayne.  Enemy  have  burned  long  trestle-work  on  other  side 
of  bridge. 

J.  A.  BRENNER. 


Augusta,  November  24,  1864 — 12.30  o^eloeJc. 

])r.  W.  S.  Morris  : 

General  Wayne’s  courier  reports  main  body  of  enemy  moving  through 
Linton  on  Sandersville.  This  is  a  point  three  miles  from  railroad  sta¬ 
tion,  Tennille,  which  station  is  twelve  miles  from  Oconee. 

J."A.  BRENNER, 

Superintendent. 


Headquarters  Hampton’s  Cavalry, 

November  24,  1864. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Augusta : 

Please  insert  this  dispatch  in  all  newspapers  in  Augusta:  All  men 
of  my  command  now  in  Georgia  will  rendezvous  forthwith  at  Augusta, 
and  those  in  South  Carolina,  at  Columbia,  and  await  orders. 

WADE  HAMILTON, 

Major-General. 
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Savannah,  November  24,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Eeceut  information  i)laces  the  enemy  between  the  Oconee  and  Ocmul- 
gee  Rivers.  I  confess,  however,  that  my  iuformation  is  not  definite  or 
reliable.  When  I  left  Macon  it  was  not  believed  that  Macon  would  be 
attacked.  Lieutenant-General  Taylor  is  in  command  there.  Give  me 
the  news  in  your  district. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Augusta,  November  25,  1864. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary^  Richmond : 

Arrived  last  night  late,  and  take  command  this  morning.  We  learn 
from  General  Wayne,  who  holds  the  Oconee  railroad  bridge,  that  the 
enemy  has  not  crossed  the  river  in  any  force.  He  has  concentrated  at 
Milledgeville,  and  seems  to  be  tending  south.  Our  cavalry,  under 
Wheeler,  is  in  his  front,  and  has  been  ordered  to  destroy  every  vestige 
of  subsistence  and  forage  as  it  retires,  to  hang  upon  his  flanks,  and 
retard  his  progress  by  every  x)ossible  means.  1  am  informed  the  bri¬ 
gades  from  Southwest  Virginia  have  joined  Wheeler.  President’s  dis¬ 
patch  of  23d  just  received. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Augusta,  Nov, ember  25 j  1864 — 8 p.  m. 

(Received  26th.) 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary.,  Richmond : 

The  enemy  has  crossed  the  Oconee;  was  met  this  evening  in  force  at 
Bufialo  Creek,  near  Saiidersville.  His  movements  from  that  j^oiiit  will 
determine  whether  he  designs  attacking  here  or  on  Savannah. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Millen,  November  25,  1864. 

General  McLaws: 

When  it  is  demonstrated  that  the  enemy  is  not  moving  to  cross  the 
Savannah  River  towards  Charleston,  remove  the  i)risoners  to  Florence. 
All  prisoners  arriving  and  now  in  Savannah  had  better  be  sent  there  at 
once. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Tennille,  November  25,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

1  am  at  this  i)lace  and  will  receive  communications  here. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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Tennille,  November  25^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Send  two  days’  of  bread  and  meat  for  1,300  men  to  Millen,  and 
telegraph  General  Wayne,  so  that  he  can  send  to  Millen  for  it  when  it 
arrives. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Tennille.  November  25.  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Savannah : 

Wlieeler  fought  the  enemy’s  cavalry  three  miles  and  a  half  from  San- 
dersville  and  drove  them  back  upon  their  infantry,  taking  prisoners, 
from  whom  he  learned  that  three  corps  were  crossing  Buffalo  Creek. 
It  seems  certain  that  the  enemy  is  moving  toward  Savannah. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Tennille,  November  25^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Savamiah : 

Send  to  No.  12,  on  the  C[entral]  railroad,  7,000  army  and  5,000  navy- 
pistol  ammunition  at  once  for  General  Wheeler  5  it  Avill  be  needed  to¬ 
morrow  morning. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenan  t-  General. 


Tennille,  November  25^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Send  8,000  rations  of  bread  and  meat  to  Millen  for  Wheeler’s  cav¬ 
alry. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Oconee,  November  25^  1864. 


Major-General  McLaws  : 

Send  1,500  bushels  of  corn  to  Millen  for  Wheeler’s  cavalry. 

W.  3.  HARDEE, 


Lieutenant- G  e^iera  1. 


Oconee,  November  25,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Savannah  : 

The  enemy  are  trying  to  force  Ball’s  Ferry.  There  is  heavy  firing 
below — apparently  at  Blackshear  Ferry.  The  movements  of  the  enemy 
are  evidently  on  Savannah. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major- General. 
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Oconee,  yoi'tmher 

General  MoLaws: 

The  enemy  have  driven  iis  back  from  across  the  bridge.  Three  heavy 
columns  are  across  the  river,  and  they  have  possession  of  Ball’s  Ferry, 
below  here.  .  # 

H.  0.  VVAYiNE, 

Major- General . 


Oconee,  November  26^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaw  s : 

Three  heavy  columns  are  this  side  of  the  river,  and  to  save  the  men 
I  will  retire.  - 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 


Oconee,  November  25,  1861. 

Capt.  K.  W.  B.  Elliott: 

The  enemy  are  reported  on  the  right,  this  side  of  the  river,  in  large 
force.  We  are  preparing  to  meet  them.  We  still  hold  the  bridge, 
which  is  burning  slowly  at  the  other  end. 

A.  L.  IIARTKIDGE, 

Major,  (he. 


IIEADQIARTERS, 

station  No.  IS.,  November  25,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 

General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps : 

General:  The  information  sent  me  about  the  movements  of  the  en¬ 
emy  is  important.  It  shows  clearly,  1  think,  that  the  enemy  is  moving 
on  Savannah.  Endeavor  to  get  all  the  information  you  can. 
Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

W-.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Oconee,  November  25,  1864. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  Bragg  directs  me  to  say  to  you  to  stick  close  to  the  enemy ; 
to  harass  him  in  front  and  flank;  and  above  all  to  destroy  subsistence 
and  forage  in  the  route  over  which  the  enemy  advances;  also,  to  keej) 
up  and  open  communication  with  the  forces  at  this  i)oint. 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Sandersville.,  November  25,  186 i — 4  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Lieutenant:  From  scout  reports  I  locate  the  enemy,  at  last  rej)orts, 
as  follows:  A  force  on  the  road  from  Long  Bridge  to  Warthen’s  Store, 
57  R  R — VOL  xnv 
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six  miles  from  Wartheu’s;  also,  on  the  road  from  Long  Bridge,  exact 
locality  not  accurately  known,  some  report  only  three  miles ;  also,  on 
the  Mil  ledge ville  road,  three  miles  from  Sandersville.  I  learn  from  a 
courier  that  General  Allen  is  live  miles  in  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ALFEED  IVEESONT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Augusta,  November  26^  1864. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary^  Richmond : 

So  far  we  have  failed  to  open  communication  with  Macon,  the  enemy 
having  interposed  his  whole  force  between  us — seems  to  have  neglected 
that  point.  This  leaves  us  dependent  on  the  force  east  of  him.  They 
are  feeble  in  number,  wanting  in  organization  and  discipline,  and  very 
deficient  in  equipments.  No  ofiensive  movement  can  be  undertaken, 
and  but  a  temporary  defense  of  our  scattered  posts.  If  no  more  means 
can  be  had  our  only  policy  is  to  make  sacrifices  and  concentrate.  The 
•country  is  being  utterly  devastated  wherever  the  enemy  move. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Augusta,  November  26, 1864. 

^Received  27th.) 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary,  Richmond: 

General  Wheeler  encountered  the  enemy’s  cavalry  yesterday  three 
miles  west  of  Sandersville  and  drove  them  back  to  Buffalo  Creek,  where 
he  found  the  infantry  crossing.  Prisoners  captured  represent  four 
corps.  The  movemeut  does  not  indicate  whether  this  or  Savannah  is 
the  objective  point. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  26,  1864. 

General  Bragg, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

Yours  of  the  26th  received.  I  hope  you  will  soon  hear  from  Macon 
and  know  of  other  forces.  1  do  not  understand  suggestion  as  to  mak¬ 
ing  sacrifices  for  concentration. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Macon,  Ga.,  November  26, 1864. 

General  J.  B.  Hood: 

Can  you  and  Lee  recommend  to  me  a  major-general  of  Army  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  with  sufficient  rank  to  command  AVheeler  and  liis  cavalry.  He 
must  be  active,  energeth*,  bold,  and  a  good  disciplinarian.  Ilis  consent 
for  transfer  must  be  had. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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Macon,  (1a.,  November  26,  1861. 

(leiienil  J.  B.  Hood: 

Would  not  Maj.  Gen.  Edward  Johnson  be  a  good  officer  for  cav¬ 
alry  command  referred  to  this  morning^  If  so,  order  him,  should  he 
consent  to  transfer,  to  report  forth.with  at  Montgomery.  Cannot  Major- 
General  Martin  be  ordered  back  to  his  division  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAED, 

■  ’  General. 


Millen,  November  26,  1864. 

President  Davis: 

Enemy  entered  Sandersville  to-day  in  force.  Wheeler  says  Kilpat¬ 
rick  has  gone  toward  Augusta,  and  he  will  pursue  him  with  all  of  his 
force,  except  one  brigade,  which  will  be  left  in  this  front.  Wheeler  is 
uncertain  whether  Sherman  is  going  to  Augusta  or  Savannah. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


General  S.  Cooper, 


Savannah,  November  26, 1864. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
General  Hardee  telegraphed  last  evening — 


Send  special  messenger  to  Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  at  Macon,  to  bring  all  his 
disposable  force  to  Savannah,  as  I  believe  the  enemy  are  marching  on  that  place. 

Distances  from  Macon  to  Savannah:  To  Albany  by  railroad,  107 
miles;  to  Thomasville,  to  march,  sixty-two  miles;  to  Savannah  by  rail¬ 
road,  200  miles.  The  enemy  are  within  140  miles  from  Savannah.  1 
have  no  troops  to  defend  land  side. 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-General. 


General  McLaws  : 


Millen,  November  26,  1864 — 3.44  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  4  p.  in.) 


Send  for  two  companies  of  cavalry  from  South  Carolina.  Wheeler, 
when  I  last  heard  from  him,  expected  to  be  forced  from  Sandersville,  as 
he  was  pressed  by  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  I  shall  be 
in  Savannah  to-morrow  morning.  Please  order  my  carriage  to  meet  me 
at  depot. 

W.  J.  IIAEDEE, 

L  lenten  a  n  t-  Gen  era  1. 


Millen,  November  26,  1^'64. 

Genera]  McLaws: 

Wheeler  says  Kilpatrick  has  gone  toward  Augusta,  and  he  will  fol¬ 
low  after  him  witli  all  his  force  except  one  brigade.  Knemy  entered 
Sandersville  to-day  in  force. 


W.  J.  IIAEDEL, 

li  e  utenant- Gen  eral 
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Millen,  Xovcmbvr  26,  W64. 

Geueral  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

I  send  you  a  dispatch  from  General  Bragg,  it  will  be  taken  by 
engine  as  far  as  it  is  deemed  safe,  and  from  thence  it  will  be  sent  to 
you  by  courier.  It  is  important  that  you  ascertain  in  what  direction 
the  enemy  moves  from  Saudersville,  whether  toward  Augusta  or 
toward  Savannah.  Put  up  your  telegraph  wires  at  some  point  below, 
so  as  to  communicate  with  Bragg  and  myself. 

Yours, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  1. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  November  26,  1864. 

Col.  W.  M.  Browne, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

I  am  very  anxious  to  know  progress  of  operations,  and  to  learn  what 
is  known  at  Macon  of  our  troops,  present  and  expected.  Could  not  a 
courier  go  through  the  country  ! 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Augusta,  November^  26,  1864. 

His  Excellency  the  President  : 

Enemy^s  cavalry  reported  1,000  strong,  but  believed  not  to  exceed 
half  that  amount,  were  near  Warrenton  at  midday.  Infantry  strength 
not  reported,  but  believed  to  be  20,000,  near  Sparta,  at  same  time. 
Onr  cavalry  in  their  front  barely  sufficient  to  watch  roads  and  drive 
off  stock.  Nothing  official  from  Central  road.  There  is  good  reason 
to  believe  the  left  of  the  enemy  is  at  Saudersville;  the  cavalry  ot 
that  wing  said  to  be  5,000  strong;  this  is  believed  to  be  nearly  cor¬ 
rect;  infantry,  20,000  to  25,000.  Dispatch  Just  received  says  enemy’s 
cavalry,  of  his  right  wing,  under  Kilpatrick,  is  marching  toward 
Augusta.  Wheeler,  with  nearly  equal  force,  is  endeavoring  to  overtake 
them.  All  officer  through  from  Macon  to-day  says  all  quiet  there ; 
General  Taylor  in  command;  enemy  devastating  country  behind  him. 
I  have  been  ordered  by  General  Bragg  to  take  cominand  of  local  bri¬ 
gade. 

W.  M.  BEOWNE, 

Colonel,  the. 


Augusta,  November  26, 1864. 

iMajor-General  McLaws: 

Enemy’s  cavalry  near  Ogeechee  Shoals,  Warrim  County;  infantry 
near  Sparta.  I  have  nothing  official  from  Central  road. 

B.  D.  FEY, 

Briga  dier-  Gen  erai. 
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IVl  iLLEN,  November  26,  1864. 

(General  Samuel  Jones: 

About  10,000  prisouers  of  war  aaJII  probably  go  to  Florence.  Wheeler 
says  Kilpatrick  has  gone  toward  Augusta,  and  he  will  follow  after 
him  with  all  his  cavalry  except  one  brigade.  IGnemy  entered  Sanders- 
ville  to-day  in  force. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Lien  te n a  nt-Gen  era  J. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  November  27,  1864. 

General  Braxton  Braog, 

Augusta : 

It  was  intended  your  command  should  extend  to  the  coast  and  em¬ 
brace  all  combinations  against  the  present  movements  of  the  enemy. 
General  Hardee  will  receive  instructions  from  you  to  insure  unity  and 
concert  of  action. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  ^Yar. 


Augusta,  November  27, 1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon  : 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  is  received.  Unable  to  decline  a  responsi¬ 
bility  of  such  magnitude  so  unexpectedly  transferred  to  me.  In  as¬ 
suming  it  I  must  candidly  express  my  belief  that  no  practicable  com¬ 
binations  of  my  available  men  can  avert  disaster. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Augi^STA,  November  27,  1864. 

(Received  28th.) 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary,  Richmond  : 

We  have  lost  communication  with  the  front.  A  small  cavalry  raid 
cut  tlie  Savannah  railroad  and  telegraph  this  morning  at  Brier  Creek, 
twenty-six  miles  from  here.  General  Wheeler  was  yesterday  con¬ 
fronting  the  enemy’s  infantry  at  Sandersville.  An  officer  who  left 
Macon  on  the  23d  states  that  one  corps  of  the  enemy  was  still  con¬ 
fronting  us  there,  our  force  not  exceeding  5,000;  nearly  all  militia. 
The  force  here,  including  all  available  resources,  does  not  exceed 
0,000  effectives;  only  one  battery.  I  am  not  yet  advised  from 
CJiarleston  and  Savannah,  but  know  the  means  are  small.  Neither 
point  could  long  resist  the  enemy’s  whole  force;  hence  my  remark 
about  concentration.  General  Hardee  has  gone  to  Savannah.  Wheeler 
will  continue  to  confront  and  harass  the  enemy.  I  have  not  learned 
the  strength  of  his  command.  He  estimates  the  enemy’s  force  at  about 
30,000. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Gene  rat. 
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War  Department,  0.  S.  A.,  . 
Bichmond.,  Va.^  Novemher  27,  1864. 

General  Hardee, 

Sava  nn  ah : 

Confer  witli  General  Bragg'  as  to  combinations  against  the  present 
movements  of  the  enemy.  His  command  extends  over  your  department. 

J.  A.  SEDDON,  • 
Secretary  of  War. 


Savannah,  November  27,  1864 — 1  a.  m. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Send  Colonel  Gonzales  to  me  for  a  few  days.  1  need  intrenching 
tools;  have  you  any  to  spare?  I  need  light  batteries  or  light  guns; 
how  many  can  you  give  me?  Answer  immediately.  It  is  reported 
that  enemy’s  cavalry  crossed  Savannah  River  twenty  miles  below 
Augusta. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Gen  era  (. 


Savannah  Barracks,  November  27,  1864. 

General  Sam.  Jones: 

Have  all  railroad  bridges  in  your  district  between  Charleston  and 
Savannah  thoroughly  guarded. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


At  OUST  A,  November  28,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary,  Rich  mond : 

On  26th  enemy  started  a  heavy  cavalry  force  in  this  direction  from 
his  main  body  near  Sandersville,  General  Wheeler  promptly  following, 
leaving  a  portion  of  his  force  to  confront  Sherman.  Kilpatrick  reached 
vicinity  of  Waynesborough  yesterday,  where  Wheeler  overtook  and 
attacked  him.  A  running  fight  has  continued  to  this  time,  the  advan¬ 
tage  with  us.  We  are  now  driving  them  toward  Milieu.  Young’s 
command  has  just  arrived,  and  will  go  forward  to  Wheeler,  who  will,  I 
hope,  be  able  to  mount  most  of  them  from  his  cai)tures.  Devastation 
marks  the  enemy’s  route.  Have  nothing  from  the  movements  of 
enemy’s  infantry  since  Wheeler  left  their  front.  I  fear  they  may  cross 
the  Savannah  and  make  for  Beaufort;  it  is  perfectly  practicable. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Macon,  November  28,  1864. 

(Received  30th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and,  Inspector  General : 

Forrest’s  cavalry  cannot  now  be  spared  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee; 
moreover,  it  could  not  reach  here  in  time.  The  whole  of  Wheeler’s  com¬ 
mand  is  operating  against  Sherman’s  force.  No  news  from  General 
Hood.  Enemy  have  evacuated  Decatur. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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Macon,  Noi)emher  28^  1864. 

Lieut.  Geu.  W.  J.  Hardee: 

Forrest’s  cavalry  cannot  now  be  spared  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee; 
moreover,  it  could  not  get  here  in  time.  Sherman  is  doubtless  making 
for  sea-coast  at  Port  Royal,  Ossabaw  Sound,  or  Darien ;  thence  to  re¬ 
enforce  Grant. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General, 


Aitot^sta,  November  28,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 

General  Joseph  Wheeler: 

General  :  Yours  of  12.30  yesterday  was  received  last  night  and  gave 
me  great  pleasure.  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  keep  up  with  the  enemy 
and  press  him  on  here.  We  are  fully  prepared  for  him.  As  soon  as 
possible  let  me  hear  what  you  can  learn  of  tlie  movements  of  the  main 
column,  and  endeavor  to  have  my  instructions  carried  out  in  regard  to 
it.  How  is  enemy  provided  with  subsistence  and  ammunition'? 

Very  respectfully  and  trulv,  yours, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Charleston,  November  28,  1864, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Have  you  received  my  telegrams  of  the  22d  and  23d  instant  asking 
for  re- enforcements  ?  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  my  need  of  them,  Gen- 
er?d  Haidee  informs  me,  from  Savannah,  that  it  was  reported  yesterday 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  had  crossed  the  Savannah  River  twenty  miles  below 
Augusta. 

SAM.  JONES, 

-  Major- General. 


Richmond,  November  28,  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones, 

Charleston,  S.  C.: 

Y'our  dispatches  of  22d  and  23d  were  immediately  sent  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Secretary  of  War.  I  have  no  instructions  from  either  in 
respect  to  those  dispatches,  and  you  must  be  as  fully  aware  as  the  au¬ 
thorities  here  that  there  are  no  re-enforcements  that  can  be  sent  to  you. 

S.  COOPER. 


War  Department,  (h  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Ya.,  November  28,  1864. 

General  S.  Jones, 

Charleston,  S.  C.: 

It  is  impossible  to  afford  re-enforceinents.  All  troops  at  command  of 
department  are  being  pressed  forward  to  intercept  enemy.  You  must 
rely  on  your  own  resources. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
^Secretary  of  War. 
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8  AT  ANN  All,  Xor  ember  Wb4, 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  JoNES: 

Wheeler  telegraphs  from  Wayneshorough,  at  8.30  p.  m.  yesterday, 
that  Kilpatrick  was  there  with  large  cavalry  force  and  had  started 
down  on  Milleii  road.  General  Bragg  telegraphs  to-day  that  the  enemy 
had  not  crossed  the  Savannah,  as  reported. 

D.  H.  POOLE, 

A  .ssistant  Adjutani- General. 


Aithtsta,  Ga.,  Xoremher  28,  1861. 

General  Saai.  Jones  : 

The  report  is  unfounded;  the  diiterent  ferries  are  guarded,  and  all 
boats  are  ordered  to  be  destroyed.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  and  onr  own 
are  near  Wayneshorough,  where  lighting  has  been  going  on  this  morn¬ 
ing.  We  are  not  as  well  informed  about  his  infantry,  but  believe  it  to 
be  between  theOgeechee  bridge  and  Milieu. 

BBAXTON  BRAGG. 


Headouari'ers  District  of  Sot^th  (Arolina, 

Gharleaioiu  S.  Xoremher  28,  1864. 

.Major-General  Ransom, 

Commandimj : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  order  one 
company  of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia  Regiment  to  Brigadier-General 
Robertson,  without  delay.  It  should  go  to  Adams’  Run  by  the  morn 
ing  train.  Please  notify  the  quartermaster  as  soon  as  x>i‘H;Cticable  of 
the  strength  of  the  company,  that  he  may  furnish  the  necessary  trans¬ 
portation. 

CHAS.  8.  8TRIKGFELLOW, 

AfiKista^it  Adjutaiit- General. 


AtTtT'SI'A,  Xoremher  20,  1864 — 12  m. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary,  Richmond: 

It  is  reported,  via  Savannah,  the  enemy  with  infantry  and  artillery 
entered  Milieu  yesterday.  Wheeler  is  rax)idly  pursuing  Kilpatrick, 
who  retreats  in  that  direction  from  AVavnesborough. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


AiTtFSTA,  Xoremher  20.  1864 — 6‘..VO  />,  m. 

('ol.  doHN  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary,  Richmond : 

Genei  al  floiies  telegrai)hs  from  (hiarleston : 

Ten  gun-boats  with  transports  landing  troops  at  Roykins,  on  Broad  River.  Four 
gun-boats  with  transports  and  barges  are  by  this  time  at  Mackay’a  Point,  junction 
of  Pocotaligo  with  Broad  River,  I  am  sending  all  assistance  from  here,  and  think 
we  mu.st  make,  the  struggle  near  the  coast. 

As  the  movement  relieves  AVilmington  might  not  some  of  the  North 
C'aroliua  reserves  b(‘  sent  to  Geneial  Jones? 


BRAXTON  RRAGG. 
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31 A  (’ON,  X(rremhey  2!)^  1864. 

Tresideiit  elEPFERSON  Davis; 

Having'  sent  General  Hardee  General  Taylor  and  all  aid  possible, 
General  Maury  reporting  Mobile  threatened  I  have  sent  him  General 
31.  L.  Smith  to  command  its  defenses.  I  will  leave  to-day  for  Mont¬ 
gomery.  Ko  news  yet  from  the  Armv  of  Tennessee. 

G.  T.  BEAfTKEGAED, 

General. 


'  Macon,  November  29,  1864. 

-  (Received  doth.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

I  have  ordered  immediate  reconstruction  of  all  railroads  and  telegraj)h 
lines  destroyed  by  Sherman’s  forces.  Work  reported  to  be  progressing 
rapid Iv  on  Central  road. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Ma(’on,  November  29,  1864. 

(Received  30th.)  • 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Wheeler’s  cavalry  requires  reorganization;  one  additional  major- 
general  is  needed.  I  recommended  Brig.  Gen.  S.  W.  Ferguson  for  tem¬ 
porary  appointment.  Please  answer  by  telegraph. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


31a(’ON,  November  29,  1864. 

(Received  30th.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

To  prevent  confusion  i)lease  inform  me  if  order  extending  General  ^ 
Hardee’s  department  to  south  side  of  Chattahoochee  still  remains  in 
force. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Savannah,  November  2!6  1861. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretarij  of  War: 

As  railroad  and  telegrai)hic  communications  may  soon  be  cut  with 
Charleston  I  desire  you  to  know  that  I  have,  including  the  local  troops, 
less  than  1,000  men  of  all  arms.  General  Smith  is  exi)ected  with  3,200 
men,  but  has  not  yet  arrived.  If  railroad  communication  is  cut  with 
Charleston,  which  is  threatened  by  ten  gun-boats  and  barges,  of  course 
no  re-enforcements  can  be  sent  from  Augusta. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters, 

Savannah^  On.,  Norvmher  2^),  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Commanding^  dec.: 

General:  Lieuteiiant-Geueral  Hardoe  directs  that  you  proceed  at 
once  with  the  first  two  trains  of  your  troops  which  may  arrive  at 
Savannah  to-night,  and  in  the  same  cars  to  Grahamville  and  Ooosaw-  ^ 
liatchie,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  which  places  are 
being  threatened  by  raiding  parties  of  the  enemy ;  and,  if  you  find  your¬ 
self  the  ranking  officer  jn  eseut,  that  you  command,  and  drive  the  enemy 
back  to  their  gun-boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  KOY, 

AsHif^tamt  Adjutant-  General. 


0.  S.  Natal  Station,  Commandant’s  Office, 

Savamiah,  Ga.^  November  29,  1864. 

General  L.  McLaws, 

Commanding  Military  District  of  Georgia,  Ac.,-  Savannah : 

General:  When  I  consulted  with  you  this  morning  in  relation  to 
the  propriety  of  removing  the  property  of  the  C.  S.  Navy  Department 
from  this  station,  in  view  of  the  reported  approach  of  the  enemy 
toward  this  city,  and  inquired  of  you  as  to  the  time  such  removal 
should  be  effected,  you  advised  me  to  commence  it  immediately.  Will 
you  do  me  the  favor  to  suggest  the  point  to  which,  in  your  judgment, 
it  will  be  advisable  to  remove  that  property. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  TATNALL, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 


Savannah,  November  29,  1864. 

General  Wayne: 

Communicate  the  following  information  and  instructions  to  Major- 
General  Wheeler: 

All  the  roads  leading  to  Savannah  are  obstructed.  He  must  operate  on  the  flanks 
and  rear  of  the  enemy. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Augusta,  November  29, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler: 

Dispatch  received.  Press  closely  upon  the  enemy,  and  keep  me 
informed. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 
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Headquarters, 

No.  4^,  Central  Railroad^  Novemher  39,  1864 — 5.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  ; 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  followin^j;'  telegraiu  just 
received  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

Savannah,  Novemher  29,  1864, 

Major-General  Wayne: 

Communicate  the  folloAving  [information  and]  instructions  to  Major-General 
Wheeler: 

All  the  roads  leading  into  Savannah  are  obstructed.  He  must  operate  on  the 
flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 

Communicate  by  courier,  if  possible,  to  him  along  the  line  of  rail¬ 
road  to  Savannah. 

If  possible,  please  a(‘Rnowledge  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Farmer^ Novemher  29,  1864 — 4.20  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant:  My  latest  intelligence  plaqes  the  enemy  marching 
toward  Way nesborough  in  heavy  force.  Captain  Humphreys  states 
that  a  scout  on  the  Pugeley’s  Bridge  road  failed  to  discover  the  enemy 
in  twelve  miles.  I  stopped  Lewis’  brigade  at  Walker’s  Bridge,  with 
instructions  to  guard  all  the  bridges  from  that  down.  Hannon  is  at 
Farmer’s  Bridge,  covering  the  river  above.  1  will  have  all  General 
Wheeler’s  instructions  carried  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  November  29,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

Have  you  any  spare  arms'?  Can  send  you  near  1,000  Yankee  prison¬ 
ers,  if  you  can  arm  and  use  them.  Savannah  River  should  be  rigidly 
patrolled  as  high  up  as  the  mouth  of  Brier  Creek.  Pocotaligo  will 
probably  be  the  i>oint  aimed  at. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Augusta,  November  29,  1864 — 11.40  a.  m. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Make  every  disposition  possible  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  ascending 
Broad  River  and  cutting  the  Savannah  railroad.  All  your  movable 
force  should  assendile  in  that  vicinity. 


BRAXTON  BRACG. 
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Augusta,  ^^ortmber  29^  jSfU—dp.  m. 

(General  Jones: 

One  tliousand  Boiith  Carolina  reserves  have  left  here,  under  General 
Chesniit,  to  report  to  General  Hardee.  A  i^orth  Carolina  brigade  of 
2,000  is  about  starting,  under  General  Baker.  You  are  authorized 
to  use  them  for  the  defense  of  your  department,  subject  to  General 
Hardee’s  instructions.  Have  transportation  ready,  and  lose  no  time  in 
making  the  necessary  disposition. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG. 


Attgusta,  Noremher.29,  1864. 

General  Sam.  Jones: 

Provide  transportation  to  Savannah  for  3,000  men;  thej^. leave  here 
this  afternoon. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg  : 

M.  B.  McMICKEX, 

JAet(te)i((nf-CoI()nel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Sayannatt,  Koremher  29,  1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  temporarily  absent,  will  reply  in  relation 
to  Kirk’s  squadron  when  he  returns.  Enemy’s  gun-boats  reported  com¬ 
ing  up  Broad  River.  Latest  advices  from  Augusta  report  Wheeler  driv¬ 
ing  Kilpatrick  from  Waynesborough  toward  Millen.  Xo  information  of 
enemy’s  infantry  on  Augusta  vside  of  Ogeechee.  Ferguson  crossing 
Oconee  at  Milledgeville  26th,  following  the  enemy  ;  reports  no  enemy 
near  Macon. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

A  ssistant  A  (ljutant-  (ienera  1. 


Savannah.  Xoremher  29,  1864. 

General  S.  Jones: 

Tlie  following  dispatch  just  receiv(Ml  from  Pocotaligo:  ‘^Yankee  gun¬ 
boats  coming  up  Broad  River.” 

W.  J.  HARDEE. 

'  Lieutenant- Geuerat. 


Savannah,  November  29,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Send  Thirty-second  Georgia  to  Pocotaligo  to  protect  railroad,  and 
instruct  the  commanding  officer  to  move  against  any  raid  of  the  enemy 
coming  from  Broad  River. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

A  ssist((n t  A  (ljutant- Geuerat. 
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Col.  T.  B.  Boy  : 


Charleston,  November  29^  1864. 

(Received  2.45  o’clock.) 


Steamer  got  aground.  Thirty -second  (ieorgia  delayed.  Forty- 
seventh  Georgia  (about  400)  at  depot,  but  delayed  by  train  coming 
from  Savannah.  Breakdown  on  the  Augusta  road  112  miles  from  here 
will  delay  re-enforcements.  Will  let  you  know  when  Forty-seventh 
Georgia  leaves. 

H.  W.  FEILDE^s', 

,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Savannah,  November  29,  1864. 

M a j.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

If  any  other  regiment  can  be  better  spared  than  the  Thirty-second 
Georgia  it  may  be  sent  to  Pocotaligo  instead. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  Gen eral. 


Savannah,  November  29,  1864 — 7 p.  m. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Hurry  forward  re-enforcements  to  Grahamville.  The  enemy  expected 
there  to-morrow  morning.  Tell  Captain  Hunt  to  keep  our  horses  in 
Charleston. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  November  29,  1864. 

General  Robert  Ransom: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  order  the  Thirty-second 
Georgia  Regiment  and  Kirk’s  squadron  to  Pocotaligo,  without  delay, 
to  check  the  enemy  advancing  on  that  point. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  S.  STRIKGFELLOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PocoTALiGrO,  November  29,  1864. 

General  S.  Jones: 

Ten  gun-boats  with  transports  and  barges  are  at  Boyd’s  Landing. 
Troops  near  Grahamville.  Four  gun-boats- are  coming  u})  Broad  River 
to  Mackay’s  Point,  which  is  the  a^iproach  to  Pocotaligo  and  Coosaw- 
hatchie.  Re-enforcements  needed. 

JOHN  JENKINS, 

Major,  Comm andi mj. 


Grahamville,  November  29,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

It  is  important  that  1  should  be  re-enfon  ed  to-night.  Please  hurry 
Harrison  on  to  Coosawhatchie. 

JOHN  JENKINS, 

Major,  Commandiny. 
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Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Augtista^  November  30^  1864.  (Eeceived  December  1.) 
Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary^  Eiehmoyid : 

Following  just  received  from  Major-General  Wheeler: 

Four  Miles  West  Buck  Head  Church, 

November  29 — 9  p.  m  . 

We  fought  General  Kilpatrick  all  night  and  all  day,  charging  him  at  every  ojipor- 
tnnity.  Enemy  fought  stubbornly,  and  a  considerable  number  of  them  killed.  We 
stampeded  and  came  near  capturing  Kilpatrick  twice,  but  having  a  fleet  horse  he 
escaped  bare  headed,  leaving  his  hat  in  our  hands.  Our  own  loss  about  70,  includ¬ 
ing  the  gallant  General  Robertson,  severely  wounded.  Our  troops  all  acted  hand¬ 
somely. 


General  Eobertson  has  arrived  here, 
at  the  elbow,  but  he  is  doing  well. 


His  left  arm  is  badly  broken 

beaxto:n  beagg. 


Augusta,  November  30,  1861. 

(Eeceived  December  1.) 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Seeretary,  Rielimofid: 

To  re-establish  our  communications  west,  1  have  ordered  the  imme¬ 
diate  repair  of  the  Georgia  railroad  to  Atlanta.  With  exception  of 
bridges  the  damage  is  reported  as  slight.  We  should  also  have  a  line 
of  telegraph  on  that  route. 


BEAXTOX  BEAGG. 


Eichmond,  November  30,  1364. 

General  Beauregard  : 

(Care  of  Col.  W.  M.  Browne,  Augusta,  Ga.) 

Yours  of  the  24th  received.  It  is  probable  that  the  enemy,  if  short 
of  supplies,  may  move  directly  for  the  coast.  When  that  is  made  mani¬ 
fest  you  will  be  able  to  concentrate  your  forces  upon  the  one  object,  and, 
I  hope,  if  you  cannot  defeat  his  attempt,  that  you  may  reduce  his  army 
to  such  condition  as  to  be  ineffective  for  further  operations.  Until  Hood 
reaches  the  country  proper  of  the  enemy  he  can  scarcely  change  the 
plans  for  Sherman’s  or  Grant’s  campaigns.  They  would,  I  think,  regard 
the  occupation  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  as  of  minor  importance. 

JEFF’X  DAYIS. 


Savannah,  November  30,  1864, 

President  Davis  : 

Have  just  reached  here.  Directed  by  General  Bmmregard  to  send 
you  following  dispatch,  in  his  name: 

Macon,  (xa.,  Soveniher  20 — p.  m. 

Fresident  Davis, 

Richmond : 

1  have  ordered  General  Taylor  to  report  forthwith,  for  present  emergency,  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Hardee,  but  to  return  soon  as  practicable.  Sherman  is  evidently  moving  rapidly 
to  Atlantic  coast  for  purpose  of  re-enforcing  Grant.  I  have  ordered  again  General 
Hood  to  take  immediate  active  offensive  operations  to  relieve  General  l.ee.  Rail¬ 
roads  in  Georgia  destroyed  by  (‘iiemy  are  being  repairetl  ('Xjiedif  ioiisly.  1  hope  to 
re-establish  shortlv  direct  communication  with  Richmond. 

(i.  T.  BKAUREtiARD. 

1 VV.  M.  BEOWXE.J 
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Richmond,  Va.,  November  30^  1864. 

Ueueral  Beauregard, 

Macon : 

For  the  present  emergency  your  command  will  extend  eastward  to 
the  sea-coast.  Your  minute  knowledge  of  the  low  country  will  enable 
you  to  dispose  of  the  forces  operating  against  Sherman,  as  well  as  those 
defending  the  coast,  so  as  more  effectually  to  retard  the  advance  of 
Sherman  and  the  junction  of  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  the  President: 

S.  COOPEB, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Savannah,  November  30j  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Ge^ieral : 

The  enemy  yesterday  landed  at  two  points,  threatening  Graham- 
ville  and  Coosawhatchie,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad. 
All  available  lorces  have  been  drawn  from  Charleston  for  defense  of 
those  places,  and  General  Smith,  who  arrived  in  the  night  with  1,200 
Georgia  State  troops,  was  sent  at  once  to  the  threatened  point.  Opera¬ 
tor  at  Grahamville  this  morning  reports  enemy  5,000  strong,  and  still 
landing  from  transports. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Grahamville,  November  30,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

The  enemy  have  extended  both  their  wings,  and  are  evidently  in  force. 
Eight  still  progressing.  The  troops  have  not  arrived.  We  shall  need 
re-enforcements. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  November  30^  1864. 

General  Taylor, 

Savannah,  Ga.: 

Yours  of  this  date  received.  When  General  Beauregard  leaves  Ma- 
(;on  for  the  East  you  will  be  necessary  in  the  West.  The  enemy^s  pur¬ 
pose  is  not  so  fully  developed  as  to  determine  his  operations. 

JEFFN  DAVIS. 


November  30,  1804 — 11.30  A.  m. 

Maj.  Geii.  Joseph  Wheeler: 

Thank  your  gallant  old  command  in  my  name  for  their  brilliant 
services.  1  promised  it  in  advance  to  the  people  of  your  native  city, 
and  nobly  liave  you  redeemed  my  i)ledge.  General  Eobertson  has  ar* 
rived  and  is  doing  well,  thougli  he  will  be  long  disabled. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 
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Five  Miles  from  'Waynesborough, 

November  30^  1864.  (Via  OharlestoD.) 

Lieuteiiant-Geueral  H  ardee  : 

I  am  moviug  toward  Walker’s  Bridge  to  intercept  enemy  if  they 
move  toward  Augusta.  Have  left  scouts  to  see  if  they  move  toward 
Savannah.  Enemy’s  infantry  encamped  last  night  on  Sparta  road  to 
Augusta,  and  also  on  Sparta  road  to  Savannah.  It  is  impossible  to 
tell  which  direction  they  will  go  until  it  is  known  what  march  is  made 
to-day. 

JOS.  WFIEELEli, 

Major- General. 


Augusta,  November  30,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Near  Walker^s  Bridge : 

General  Bragg  wishes  you,  on  approach  of  the  enemy,  to  destroy  all 
bridges  and  defend  line  of  Brier  Creek.  Important  to  keep  telegraph 
line  to  Milieu  standing  to  last  moment. 

AECHEK  ANDEKSOl^, 

Lieutena7it-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Four  Miles  West  of  Buck  Head  Church, 

November  30,  1864. 

General  Wayne: 

General:  The  enemy  with  force  of  infantry  encamped  last  night  at 
Blount’s  Mills — Blount’s  Mills  is  half-way  between  Louisville  and 
Walker’s  Bridge.  I  cannot  learn  of  the  enemy’s  moving  down  the  rail¬ 
road  toward  Savannah.  There  are  rumors  to  that  effect,  but  my  scouts 
have  not  yet  rej)orted. 

Respectfully, 

JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 

IN’.  B. — I  am  moving' with  all  iny  force,  except  one  small  regiment,  to 
get  in  front  of  enemy.  Captain  Dobbs  is  in  command  of  regiment  left 
here  with  orders  to  report  direct  to  you. 

J.  W. 


On  Louisville  and  Augusta  Road, 

By  Failmek’s  Bridge,  Three  Miles  from  Louisville, 

November  30,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

General  Braxton  Bragg: 

General:  I  have  been  on  rear  and  left  tiaiik  of  enemy  from  Macon 
liere.  Colonel  Breckinridge,  with  Kentucky  brigade,  joined  me  this 
morning,  and  we  are  operating  in  concert.  The  enemy  still  in  Louis¬ 
ville.  The  Fourteenth  Corj)S  is  out  on  this  road,  and  has  been  encamped 
here  since  day  before  yesterday,  when  the  advance  reached  Louisville. 
Their  army  is  detainecl  by  the  sw  amp  at  Rocky  Comfort  Creek.  I  have 
not  yet  ascertained  whether  the  main  force  is  moving  on  Waynes- 
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boioiigli  or  down  the  Ogeechee._  I  estimate  their  iiifantiy  at  about 
30,000,  or  less,  and  their  cavalry  at  from  3,000  to  3,500.  They  seem 
very  apprehensive  of  meeting  a  large  force  in  front,  and  are  hurrying 
on  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FERGUSON, 

Brigad  i er-  Gen  era  I . 


Augusta,  Naremher  30,  1804. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  3 ones: 

With  the  forces  sent  you  must  beat  back  the  enemy  and  hold  the 
Savannah  railroad.  Prompt  and  vigorous  measures  will  accomplish  it. 
Sherman,  nevertheless,  appears  to  be  a<lvancing  very  slowly,  if  at  all, 
with  his  main  force.  Wheeler  has  beaten  back  his  cavalry  to  the 
Ogeechee,  west  of  Milieu. 

BRAXTON  BBAGG. 


Augusta,  Ntn'eanber  30.  1804. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

What  is  your  information  from  the  enemy  in  your  district f  Did  my 
troops  arrive  in  time  for  the  action  ?  We  have  opeiuTl  communication 
again  from  here  with  Savannah.  The  enemy’s  infantry  is  advancing 
on  this  point,  and 'our  troops  must  return  at  the  earliest  possible  mo¬ 
ment. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Savannah,  November  30.  1804 — /  c.  m. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Major-General  Smith  is  ordered  to  Grahamville  and  Coosa whatchie, 
and  will  command  there.  iVre  the  points  threatened  not  l^ocotaligo 

- 1  Major-General  Smith  will  take  1.500  men  with  him. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Ij  i e  u  tenci  n  t-  Gen  era  J. 


Savannah,  Xavember  30.  1^04. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  3 ones: 

All  the  troops  coming  from  Augusta  and  the  regiments  from  Gharl(*s- 
ton  will  be  stopped  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  in 
vicinity  of  Coosawhatchie  and  Grahamville. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  BOV, 

A .ssist(f n f  A djn fan f- Genera I. 


Savannah,-  \  or  ember  30.  1304. 

General  S.  3 ones: 

Hurry  forward  the  re-enforcements  from  ^Vugusta.  Smith  is  heavily 
engaged.  Has  the  Thirtv-second  Georgia  been  sent  forward? 

W.  3.  HABDEE, 
lAentenant-Generaf. 
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Savannah,  November  30^  1864. 

General  S.  Jones: 

Have  re-enforcements  passed  througli  Cliarleston  'i  Hurry  them  on 
to  Grahamville  to  General  Smith. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Savannah,  November  30^  1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Dispatch  received  dated  4  p.  m.  says  eight  transports  going  up  Broad 
River  with  troops  aboard,  and  seven  came  down  without  troops.  Enemy 
re-enforcing  by  every  boat  that  goes  up  the  river.  Hurry  forward  the 
troops  to  Grahamville. 

W.  J.  HARDEE. 


[First  iudoi'semeut.] 


General  :  I  send  you  all  these  dispatches  without  acting  on  any, 
because  the  matters  embraced  are  so  important  that  I  have  thought 
you  had  better  see  them  all,  as  they  may  suggest  additional  orders  or 
modifications  of  4hose  already  given. 

c.  s.  s. 


[Second  indorsement.] 


Major  Stringfellow  : 

Hurry  forward  the  troops  now  in  this  city  to  Grahamville.  Send 
your  brother  to  hurry  them  up,  and  see  what  they  need  in  the  way  of 
arms,  and  have  them  supplied  as  far  as  possible.  Major  Pringle  must 
hurry  and  start  transportation. 

[S.  JONES, 

Major-  General.] 


Grahamville,  November  30^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

General  Hardee  has  directed  me  to  turn  over  the  command  to  the 
next  officer  in  rank  so  soon  as  enough  troops  arrive  from  Charleston  to 
relieve  the  Georgia  militia,  and  has  indicated  General  Robertson  as  the 
officer.  I  have,  therefore,  told  General  Robertson  that  it  is  necessary 
for  him  to  remain  here.  We  repulsed  the  enemy  to-day  in  every  attempt 
they  made  on  our  position.  They  had  largely  superior  forces,  but  in 
repeated  attacks  during  six  hours  failed  to  drive  us  an  inch  from  the 
position  first  assumed  by  us.  Hurry  up  all  the  forces  intended  for  this 
section. 

G.  W.  !SM1TH, 

Major-  General. 


Columbia,  November  30,  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

The  battalion  of  cadets  will  report  to  you  for  service  within  this  State 
with  these  conditions:  tliat  I  shall  resume  control  of  them  at  any 
moment  that  I  or  my  successor  may  think  proper.  When  Colonel  De 
Saussure’s  forces  join  them  1  wish  them  to  compose  a  ])art  of  his  com¬ 
mand  for  the  ])resent. 

M.  L.  IIONIEVM, 
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Columbia,  JS^ovemher  30^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.' Jones: 

By  order  of  the  Govwnor  t  have  directed  the  State  troops  who  have 
not  rendezvoused  at  Hanfourg,  i)ut  who  are  en  route  tor  the  coast,  to 
report  to  you  to  be  forwarded.  Will  you  order  transportation  for 
them 

A.  C.  GAKLTNGTON, 
Aidc-de-Ccmi})  and  Inspector- General. 


ItALElGH,  November  30^  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon: 

Can  you  give  me  any  information  of  affairs  in  Georgia  to  lay  before 
the  Legislature  that  would  assist  in  inducing  them  to  authorize  sending 
"^iie  State  troops  beyond  the  State  line?'  Such  a  proposition  is  now 
b.  ^‘ore  our  Legislature,  and  my  total  ignorance  of  the  situation  i)re- 
vents  my  urging  it  with  sufficient  force.  Answer  immediately. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Va.^  November  30^  1864. 

Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh.,  N,  C.: 

There  is  urgent  need  for  more  forces  to  meet  the  advance  of  General 
Sherman’s  army,  and  to  prevent  its  junction  with  forces  being  landed  and 
threatening  movement  at  Pocotaligo.  Latest  accounts  make  it  still 
doubtful  whether  Sherman  is  not  marching  on  Augusta.  General 
Wheeler  has  just  telegraphed  that  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  have 
turned  to  a  road  leading  to  that  city.  General  Bragg  has  suggested 
that  as  the  movement  near  Pocotaligo  frees  AVilmington  from  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  attack,  the  reserves  from  North  Carolina  should  be  sent  to  him, 
and  the  matter  is  now  under  General  Lee’s  consideration.  It  would  be 
wise,  as  well  as  patriotic,  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina  to  give  all 
assistance  possible  to  defeat  or  frustrate  the  designs  of  Sherman  while 
remote  from  her  borders.  General  Beauregard  telegraphs  his  opinion 
that  Sherman’s  ultimate  design  is  to  re-enforce  General  Grant. 

J.  A.  SEDDON,  . 

Secretary  of  War. 


Augi^sta,  December  /,  1864 — 12  m. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale,  ' 

Military  Secretary,  Richmond : 

*  *  *  [enemy’s]  cavalry  having  been  driven  in,  tlie  enemy’s 

main  force  was  yesterday  found  near  Louisville,  with  strong  outposts 
in  this  direction.  They  have  secured  large  su])plies  in  the  country;  but 
our  cavalry  is  now  all  uj),  and  it  is  hoi)ed  they  will  be  prevented,  to  a 
great  extent,  in  future.  The  report  Ifoni  Savannah  of  the  enemy’s  en¬ 
trance  into  Milieu  on  27tli  was  premature.  Telegraphic  communication 
was  reopened  to  Savannah  by  that  route  yesterday.  Enemy  is  just  now 
reported  as  at  Station  !).  on  ChMitral  railroad,  advancing. 

BBAXTON  lillAGG. 

(Extract  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  Colonel  Sale.) 
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Augusta,  December  i,  1864. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary,  Bichmond : 

Following  received  from  Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  at  Savaiinali: 

General  Hardee  is  at  Graliamville.  No  fighting  there  since  yevSterday  evening, 
n  hen  enemy  was  driven  five  miles,  leaving  their  dead  on  the  field. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG. 


Augusta,  December  i,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Ansintant  Adjutant’ General : 

AAur  dispatcli*  to  General  Beauregard  lias  been  received  and  for¬ 
warded.  1  have  had  no  intelligence  from  him. 

BEAXTOX  BEAGG. 


Grahamville,  December  1,  1864. 

General  McLaws: 

The  enemy  are  now  seriously  threatening  Coosawhatchie.  It  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  keep  the  two  trains  here  at  present. 

G.  W.  SMITH. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Augusta.  GVo,  December  i,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

General:  General  Ferguson  reports  from  Farmer’s  Bridge  road. 
His  note  is  inclosed,!  though  it  is  hoped  you  have  made  a  junction  ere 
this.  The  general  is  instructed  to  report  to  you.  With  this  increased 
force  it  is  hoped  you  will  be  able  to  cover  the  enemy’s  front  and  retard 
his  movements  much,  whatever  may  be  his  line  of  march.  The  bridges, 
causeways,  &c.,  on  all  creeks  should  be  destroyed ;  forest  trees  should 
be  felled  at  every  point  where  they  will  obstruct  the  march;  fences 
may  be  pulled  down  and  used — indeed,  every  expedient  which  ingenuity 
may  suggest  should  be  adopted  to  retard  the  enemy’s  movements.  At 
the  same  time  you  should  keep  your  lighting  force  close  in  his  front, 
so  as  to  make  him  work  under  every  disadvantage.  To  enable  you 
successfully  to  carry  out  these  orders  you  are  authorized  to  impress, 
for  temporary  use,  all  the  laborers  and  tools  necessary,  and  to  use  the 
means  of  the  people  in  the  country,  as  far  as  they  may  be  of  advantage. 
Supplies  of  all  kinds  useful  to  the  enemy  and  not  required  for  your  use 
must  be  destroyed.  You  will  observe  by  the  map  that  Eocky  Creek 
still  remains  to  be  crossed  if  the  enemy  move  to  Savannah,  and  Brier 
Creek  should  he  move  here.  These  swampy  streams  are  re])resented 
as  impassable,  except  at  the  regular  bridges,  and  aftbrd  you  the  means 
of  greatly  retarding  the  enemy.  Let  it  be  known  through  the  country 
generally  that  we  are  very  largely  re-enforced  here  and  at  Savannah, 
and  are  prepared  for  any  movement  on  us.  We  have  trooi)S  from  Vir¬ 
ginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  and  the  troops  from  Macon 


*  ( )f  November  30,  p.  OIL 
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('OMiiiicJK'ed  arriving  in  iSavannah  on  2Ptli  ultimo.  xA  good  many  vol¬ 
unteer  and  militia  <*ompanies  of  cavalry  are  out  about  Brier  Creek. 
They  sheuld  be,  collected  by  you  and  used  to  obstruct  roads  and  pick 
u[)  stragglers.  Brigadier-General  Young,  with  part  of  Hamptoids  cav¬ 
alry,  will  join  you  soon. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

AKOHER  AXDERSOX, 

Lievtenayit-CoJonel  and  Asdstant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — I  inclose  a  sketch*  of  the  crossings  of  Brier  Creek.  xV  copy  of 
this  dispatch  has  bc^en  sent  to  General  FY.rguson. 

A.  A. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Division  of  Cavalry, 

-  December  f,  1864. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Actiuff  Assistant  Adjutant ■  General : 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  have  encamped  my 
command  on  a  road  leading  from  the  road  we  came  yesterday  to 
Waynesborough,  and  near  the  lattcw  road.  The  intersection  is  about 
six  miles  from  our  camp  of  last  night.  I  have  sent  scouts  on  all  the 
roads  leading  toward  Louisville,  and  will  also  send  a  scout  atwoss  the 
Ogeechee,  as  directed  by  General  Wheeler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scu  vant, 

^  WM.  W.  ALLIEN, 

HrUjadier- Genera /,  Commanding. 


Monteith,  Deeemher  1,  4864. 

(Received  It  p.  m.) 

Capt.  R.  AV.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

A  courier  has  Just  arrived  fiom  Xo.  2,  Central  railroad,  and  reports 
as  follows:  That  the  enemy’s  cavalry  are  three  miles  from  Milieu,  and 
the  infantry  seven  miles  from  there.  A  (‘ourier  from  General  Wheeler 
reports  the  enemy  making  for  Augusta.  General  Wheeler  wishes 
40,000  rounds  of  ammunition  for  army  and  navy  pistols  sent  to  Au¬ 
gusta.  This  courier  lett  his  cam])  yesterday  evening. 


A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Majo )’,  Com  m  a  n  ding. 


Augusta,  Deeemher  L  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Send  everything  you  can  to  Grahamville,  so  as  to  crusl)  out  the 
enemy  in  our  front  there,  and  be  ready  to  meet  the  main  army  thei  e- 
aftei'.  Sherman’s  jirogiess  is  slow.  His  main  body  yesterday  at 
Louisville. 

RRAXTON  RRAGG. 


Not  f'onnd. 
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Sitmmekvillp:,  December  7,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

Will  be  in  Charleston  at  1  o’clock  to-day  with  2,000  men. 

L.  S.  BAKEK, 

B rigacUer-  Gen  era  /. 


Hl:adquarters  District  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston.,  December  7,  1864. 

General  Kobert  Kansom, 

CharlestOTij  8.  C.: 

General  :  Yours  of  this  morning  has  been  laid  before  the  maior- 
general  commanding,  lie  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  no  answer 
was  made  to  the  commiiuication  referred  to  because  he  supposed  that 
you  understood,  from  verbal  statements,  that  it  was  impossible  to  give 
you  the  men  or  labor  called  for.  The  evils  alluded  to  in  connection 
with  the  present  system  of  obtaining  labor  are  i)atent,  and  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  many  communications  to  the  Governor  of  this 
State  and  the  Department  at  Bichmond.  It  seems,  however,  that  thej’' 
are  beyond  the  control  or  correction  of  the  major-general  commanding. 
By  reierence  to  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  impressment  of 
slaves  you  will  observe  that  it  can  be  done  in  such  States  as  have  leg¬ 
islated  on  the  subject  only  under  the  State  law,  and  as  South  Carolina 
has  provided  for  this  subject  her  law  must  govern.  By  its  terms  the 
impressment  can  be  made  for  thirty  days  only,  and  the  slaves  must  be 
discharged  at  the  expiration  of  that  term.  The  disregard  of  this  pro¬ 
vision  in  some  cases  is  regarded  by  Governor  Bonham  in  his  late  mes¬ 
sage  as  one  of  the  main  reasons  to  which  he  attributed  the  failure  in 
the  execution  of  the  law.  He  points  out  the  evil  arising  from  the  short 
term  of  service  required,  and  asks  the  Legislature  to  correct  them.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  be  done.  Under  existing  orders  from  de¬ 
partment  headquarters  the  chief  engineer  has  control  of  and  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  efficient  working  of  these  slaves.  He  was  notified  this  morn¬ 
ing  that  2,000  would  be  here  during  the  day,  and  of  that  number  as 
many  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  elsewhere  allowed  will  be  as¬ 
signed  to  your  sub-district. 

Very  resiiectfullv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  STIHNGFELLOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  December  1864. 

(Via  Savannah.  Keceived  4th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Telegram  of  30th  received  here  on  my  way  to  Mobile.  1  shall  rei)air- 
forthwith  to  Atlantic  coast. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGAKD. 


C.  S.  Headquartpirs  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Montgomerip  Ala..,  December  1864. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans- Mississippi  Department : 

General:  Yon  are  probably  aware  that  the  Army  of  Tennessee, 
under  General  J.  B.  Hood,  has  ])enetrated  into  Middle  Tennessee  as 
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far  as  Columbia,  and  that  the  enemy  is  eoneentrating  all  his  available 
forces,  under  (xeneral  Thomas,  to  oppose  him.  It  is  even  reliably  re¬ 
ported  that  the  forces  under  Generals  A.  J.  Smith,  in  Missouri,  and 
Steele,  in  Arkansas,  have  been  sent  to  re-enforce  Thomas.  It  becomes, 
then,  absolutely  necessary,  to  insure  the  success  of  Hood,  either  that 
you  should  send  him  two  or  more  divisions,  or  that  jmu  at  once  threaten 
Missouri,  in  order  to  compel  the  enemy  to  recall  the  re-enforcements 
he  is  sending  to  General  Thomas.  I  beg  to  urge  upon  you  prompt  and 
decisiv  e  action.  The  fate  of  the  country  may  depend  upon  the  result 
of  Hood’s  campaign  in  Tennessee.  Sherman’s  army  has  lately  aban¬ 
doned  Atlanta  on  a  venturesome  marcli  across  Georgia  to  the  Atlantic 
coast  about  Savannah.  His  object  is,  besides  the  destruction  of  public 
and  private  property,  i)robably  to  re-enforce  Grant  and  compel  Lee  to 
abandon  Eichmond.  It  is  hoped  that  Sherman  may  be  prevented  from 
effecting  his  object,  but  should  it  be  otherwise,  the  success  of  Hood  in 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  would  counterbalance  the  moral  effect  of  the 
loss  of  Richmond.  Hence  the  urgent  necessity  of  either  re-enforcing 
Hood  or  making  a  diversion  in  Missouri  in  his  favor. 

Hoping  that  you  may  give  us  the  desired  assistance,  I  remain,  your 
obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Attgusta,  December  2,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Following  received  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  dated  yester¬ 
day,  at  Savannah: 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  front.  The  enemy  was  badly  whipped,  and  has 
retired.  Coosawhatchie,  another  point  on  railroad,  is  threatened,  hut  do  not  appre¬ 
hend  a  serious  attack. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 

(Copies  sent  President  and  Secretary  of  War.) 


Grahamvtlle,  December  2^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

A  force  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  under  Foster,  attempted 
to  gain  the  railroad  at  this  point,  but  were  met  and  repulsed.  A  force 
of  marines,  under  Dahlgren,  attempted  to  gain  the  railroad  at  Coosaw¬ 
hatchie,  but  were  met  at  Bee’s  Creek  and  repulsed. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


(Copies  sent  President,  Secretary  of  War,  Generals  Lee  and  Bragg.) 


Graiiamville,  December  2,  1864. 

General  McLaws: 

The  enemy  is  moving  upon  us.  Put  about  1,000  men  in  the  cars 
immediately,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  come  to  this  point. 

W.  d.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
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,  (Ikaham  VII.LE,  Drcember  i\  1804 — 7.o()  a.  m. 

Major  General  McLaws: 

Tlie  enemy  liave  again  retreated.  There  is  no  occasion  for  sending 
the  1,000  men.  What  news  from  up  tlie  Central  railroad? 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Lieut  en  a  nt-G  en  era  1. 


(tPAHAMVTLLE,  December  1864. 

General  McLaws  : 

\ 

Thirteen  hundred  troops  will  leave  Augusta  this  evening  for  Savan¬ 
nah;  1,000  Avill  leave  here  this  evening  for  Savannah,  and  1,200  more 
Avill  follow  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  had.  1  will  come  to  Savan¬ 
nah  bv  hrst  train. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

L  ie  u  ten  a  n  t-  Gen  era  /. 


Guahamvtlle,  December  2,  1861, 

Major-General  McLaws  . 

I  have  telegraphed  superintendent  of  Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail¬ 
road  for  trains  to  transport  1,200  troops  from  Ooosawhatchie  and  Gra- 
hamville  to  Savannah  immediatelv.  See  to  it. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Lien  ten  a  nt-G  en  era  / . 


No.  (),  (Central  Railroad,  December  2,  1864. 

General  McLaws: 
dust  received  following  from  No.  7 : 

'I'be  scouts  from  up  the  railroad  left  Milieu  at  6  o’clock  this  morniug.  They  heard 
the  drums  of  the  enemy  at  8.30.  Mr.  Heard,  agent  at  this  place,  went  to  within 
one  mile  of  Milieu  at  9  o’clock.  The  enemy  then  occupied  that  place.  Three 
scouts  are  now  coming  down  the  Middle  Ground  road  with  dispatches  from  Colonel 
.lohuson.  MTll  report  as  soon  as  thev  arrive. 

E.  T.  LUDWIG, 

Operator. 

WAYNE, 

Major-  General. 


No.  7,  Central  Railroad,  December  2^  1864. 
Major-General  McLaws  : 

At  10  o’clock  this  a.  m.  a  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  occupied  Mil¬ 
ieu.  Colonel  Johnson  with  some  of  his  men  and  three  scouts  from 
this  place  were  at  the  car-sheds  when  one  of  the  enemy  rode  up,  about 
200  yards  in  advance.  He  was  taken  prisoner,  and  scouts  report  that 
he  told  Colonel  Johnson  that  their  infantry  were  just  above  the  rail¬ 
road  bridge  across  Luck  Head  Creek,  half  a  mile  aboA  e  ^Alillen,  and 
that  a  body  of  cavalry  were  going  down  the  other  side  of  the  Ogeechee. 
Scout  just  returned  from  Clifton  Ferry,  about  two  miles  above  this 
])la€e,  reports  that  a  small  nundier  [are]  already  across.  He  lired  on 
one  of  tlieir  vedettes,  and  came  in  to  report.  He  has  just  gone  back 
for  further  information. 

E.  T.  LUDWIG, 

Operator. 
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]Ieaj)c>carters  Fouri'ii  Bkk^i^ade,  (Georgia  Militia, 

A  Jtamaha  findffe,  December  tSdi. 

R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistan t  Adj uta n  f-  Genera  J : 

Sir:  111  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  McLaws  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  yesterday  to  tliis  point.  1  left  Colonel  Sims,  with  the  Twolltli 
Regiment,  at  the  west  end  of  Ogeechee  bridge,  with  instructions  to  hold 
that  and  King-s  Bridge.  1  have  made  my  headquarters,  with  two  regi¬ 
ments,  on  the  island  on  the  east  side  of  Morgan’s  Lake.  I  have  a  coin- 
l>any  ^losted  at  the  eastern  trestle-work  of  this  crossing,  a  guard  at  the 
east  end  of  the  main  bridge.  At  Johnston  Station  there  is  a  militia 
company  from  McIntosh  County,  picketing  down  the  river.  At  Doctor 
Town,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  there  are  three  small  companies  of 
militia;  they  have  sent  a  scouting  iiarty  up  the  river  on  the  east  side, 
and  ha^'e  mounted  pickets,  one  at  Clark’s  Bluff  and  one  at  Pinhominy, 
both  below  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  My  position  here  is  such  that 
I  can  go  easily  to  either  side  of  the  river.  My  force  is,  however,  not 
large;  the  brigade  is  a  small  one  at  best,  and  many  of  the  men  dropped 
out  at  home  on  their  way  here.  I  liave,  aggregate,  at  Ogeechee,  147 
men;  at  Altamaha,  220  men.  I  could  not  malfe  a  more  equal  distribu¬ 
tion  without  breaking  the  regiments,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  field  officers,  I  did  not  think  wise.  We  are  noAV  on  the  second  day 
without  regular  rations. 

Respectfully, 

H.  K.  Moray, 

UrUjadi  er- Gen  era  /,  Go)n  m  an  dint/. 


Doctor  Town,  December  2,  7^;/. 

(h)l.  T.  B.  Roy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Will  arrive  at  11  a.  m.  with  GOO  men.  Please  send  iMS])ector  to  point 
out  camping-grounds.  Send  rations  to  depot. 

L.  AY)R  ZIRKER, 
(Jtdonelj  Commandinfi  Brigade. 


AuGtItsta,  December  2,  INJ;/. 

General  Wheeler: 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  yesterday  indicate  a  tendency  toward 
Savanifah.  You  should  press  down  upon  him,  keep  in  liis  front,  cut 
off’ his  foraging  parties,  and  skirmish  with  him  hourly.  He  should  not 
be  allowed  to  get  between  you  and  Savannah.  The  officers  who  tore 
up  the  railroad  bridge  should  be  removed. 

BRAXTOR  BEAtiG. 


AiTous^i'A,  December  2,  ISOl. 

General  AVheeler: 

II  ave  your  scout  well  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  be  prepared  to 
strike.  I  leave  here  tliis  evening  with  10,000  men;  will  be  followed 
by  portion  of  (General  Wade  Hampton’s  cavalry,  under  General  Y'oung. 
Answer  by  0  o’clock,  if  iiossible,  or  have  courier  meet  me  at  Waynes- 
borough. 


LRAXTOR  BRAGG. 
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Headquarters  Williams’  Kentucky  Brioade, 

Junction  of  Wayncshonmgh  and  Warrentoii  (oul  Farmerls 

Bridge  Hoads,  Becemher  W64 — .3  p.  w. 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Wheeler’s  Cay^alry  Corps: 

Lieutenant  :  Since  receiving  General  Wheeler’s  order  to  report  to 
General  Cobb  I  have  been  operating  in  the  rear  of  the  left  flank  of  the 
eneinyj  have  been  engaged  several  times.  I  follo\Yed  Howard’s  Eight 
Wing,  consisting  of  Fifteenth  and  Seventeen  tli  Corps,  to  near  McIntyre’s, 
on  Central  railroad;  then  moved  to  Milledgeville,  and  crossed  the 
Oconee;  then  by  forced  march  crossed  Ogeechee  at  Fenn’s  Bridge.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  the  Fifteenth  Corps  crossed  Oconee  at  Jackson’s 
Ferry,  two  miles  above  Central  railroad  bridge;  the  Seventeenth,  at 
Ball’s  Ferry,  six  miles  below  the  railroad.  I  struck  the  Twentietli  Corps 
on  Tuesday  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Louisville,  on  the  Fenn’s  Bridge 
road;  on  Wednesday  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
Louisville,  on  Patterson’s  Bridge  road,  and  three  miles  from  Louisville, 
on  Farmer’s  Bridge  road  ;  and  on  yesterday  had  a  very  severe  fight 
with  a  large  cavalry  force  (part  of  Kilpatrick’s  corps)  nine  miles  from 
Louisville,  on  the  Waynesborough  road.  I  have  lost  many  men  and 
valuable  officers,  and  I  have  captured  some  prisoners;  some  I  sent  to 
Macon,  some  turned  over  to  General  Ferguson,  with  whom  I  have  been 
co-operating,  though  not  under  his  orders,  he  thinking  it  best  for  us  to 
act  independently,  but  close  enough  to  support  each  other.  A  large 
force  of  cavalry  and  at  least  two  divisions  of  infantry,  scouts  report, 
left  Louisville  yesterday  morning.  The  infantry  encamped  on  the 
place  of  Mrs.  Ketherland,  some  thirteen  miles  from  Louisville.  I  think 
the  main  force  of  Slocum  have  passed  down  the  two  Savannah  roads — 
the  one  to  Birdville,  the  other  near  the  railroad.  If  I  do  not  receive 
orders  to-niglit  I  will  move  to  the  W^aynesborough  road,  thence  to  the 
Birdville  road.  I  have  not  definite  information  of  your  headquarters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  P.  BRECKINEIDGE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Lewis’  Brigade, 

Bay's  Bridge.,  Becemher  2,  1864. 

jVIajor- General  Wheeler: 

General  :  At  the  time  of  receiving  your  order  to  halt  where  I  was 
I  had  three  regiments  with  me,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Waynesborough,  on  Ray’s  Bridge  road,  the  remaining  two  regiments  on 
their  way  from  railroad  to  Ray’s  Bridge  to  join  me  at  Waynesborough. 
Apprehending  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  reach  Ray’s  Jlridge,  I  left 
one  regiment  near  Waynesborough  and  two  others  disposed  and  forti¬ 
fied  on  the  road  toward  the  bridge.  One  regiment  is  here  at  this 
point  and  the  other  at  railroad  bridge.  I  have  sent  scouts  on  all  the 
roads  in  the  direction  of  Milieu.  I  have  not  sent  scouts  in  the 
direction  of  No.  9  or  Louisville,  for  the  reason  that  I  met  a  scout¬ 
ing  party  sent  by  you  from  Harrison’s  brigade  upon  those  roads.  No 
enemy  have  appeared  in  front  of  Waynesborough,  or  nearer  than  four 
miles.  I  have  received  direct  and  reliable  information  that  no  enemy 
had  been  at  Milieu  up  to  8  a.  m.,  nor  have  they  been  seen  anywhere  east 
or  below  Waynesborough  and  Millen  road.  An  intelligent  gentleman 
now  present.  Dr.  T.  A.  Ward,  states  the  first  bridge  below  railroad 
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bridge  is  Kay’s,  two  miles  in  air  line;  Thompson’s,  six  miles  below  Ray’s ; 
Gadby’s,  six  or  seven  miles  below  Thompson’s;  Ellison’s,  seven  or  eight 
miles  below  Ellison’s  [Thompson’s?].  To  eaeh  of  these  bridges  I  send 
immediately  an  officer  and  live  men  as  yon  direct.  1  think,  with  my 
brigade  in  its  present  disposition,  that  [  (‘an  hold  the  enemy  in  check 
for  some  time. 

Respectfully,  yours,  »S:c., 

dOS.  H.  LEWIS, 

Brif/adier-  General. 


Grahamvtlle,  December  2,  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Troops  coming  from  Augusta  must  not  stop  in  Charleston,  but  be 
hurried  forward  to  Savannah.  I  leave  for  Savannah  this  afternoon. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
lAentenant-  Genera  1. 


Grahamvtlle,  December  2,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

Send  Oaptain  Brooks  with  the  270'  men  to  Savannah  instead  of  Gra¬ 
ham  vi  lie. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
lAen  ten  a  nt-  Gen  era  1. 


Auousta,  December  18(;4. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Thirteen  hundred  South  Carcdina  militia,  under  Colonel  De  Saussnre? 
will  leave  here  for  Savannah  at  6  j).  m.  Provide  transportation  to 
Savannah  on  their  arrival. 

By  command  of  General  Bragg: 

M.  B.  McMICKEN, 

lAentenant- Colo7iel  and  Chief  Quarte7'master. 


Richmond,  December  2,  1864. 

[General  Braxton  Brago:] 

General:  I  trust  you  will  pardon  my  ])resnmption  in  writing  you 
on  military  subjects,  but  my  knowledge  of  the  country  and  the  railway 
lines  in  Georgia  ami  South  Carolina  end)oldens  me  to  offer  a  sugges¬ 
tion,  which  I  am  certain  you  will  receive  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is 
offered.  Of  course  it  will  occur  to  you  that  the  moment  the  enemy 
reaches  Milieu,  in  Georgia,  and  any  point  on  the  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Raiboad  in  Soutli  Carolina,  Savannah  becomes  hopelessly  isolat<3d, 
and  can  neither  raise  re-enforcements  from  Augusta  or  Charleston,  nor] 
send  any  to  either  of  those  places.  Some  ])lace  must  be  given  up,' 
however,  and  it  were  better  Savannah  than  Charleston.  Put  there  is 
a  large  amount  of  most  valuable  rolling-stock  at  Savannah,  and  many 
locomotives,  tools,  machine  shoi)S,  cotton  and  tobacco.  The  cotton  and 
tobacco  should  be  destroyed,  if  necessary,  and  the  rolling-stock,  ♦S^c., 
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run  out  before  tbe  Cliurleston  and  Snvainiali  road  is  eiit.  81iould 
Sheriuau  reach  auy  point  on  tliat  road,  or  a  eolninn  come  out  from  Beau¬ 
fort  and  occupy  it,  everything  of  value  in  Savannah  must  be  lost;  for 
if  well  out  on  the  Gulf  road  to  Thomasville,  a  raiding  party  of  1,000 
meu  would  find  no  difficulty  in  destroying  it.  It  is  impossible  for  us 
here  to  say  where  Sherman  is  going.  Your  last  telegram  left  him  at 
No.  9,  ten  miles  above  Millen.  Supposing  the  rear  column  may  reach 
Grahamville,  he  may  move  down  the  Central  road  to  Savannah,  in 
which  case  no  concentration  can  be  made  against  him,  as  he  would  tear 
up  the  road  as  he  advanced,  whilst  both  flanks  would  be  protected,  the 
one  by  the  Savannah  and  the  other  by  the  Ogeechee  Kiver.  Such  forces 
as  might  be  at  Savannah,  unable  to  escape  to  Charleston  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  re-enforcements,  would  have  to  retire  toward  Thomasville. 
Indeed,  if  the  enemy  should  establish  himself  on  the  Charleston  and 
Savannah  road — either  by  moving  up  from  the  sea  and  down  from 
Georgia — Savannah,  Southern  Georgia,  and  all  Florida  would  pass  into 
his  hands.  This  will  be  evident  upon  an  inspection  of  the  map.  It 
would  seem  to  be  of  the  first  importance,  therefore,  to  save  the  mova¬ 
ble  railway  property  at  Savannah,  of  which  there  is  a  large  amount, 
and  to  do  this  it  must  be  removed  before  the  Charleston  and  Savannah 
road  is  cut,  unless  Sherman  cross  the  river  opposite  Millen,  in  Avhich 
case  it  might  be  moved  up  the  Central  road  to  that  point. 

Of  Sherman’s  ultimate  object  there  can  be  but  little  doubt,  viz,  the 
reduction  of  Savannah  or  Charleston.  If  the  former,  then  he  will 
establish  a  water  base  there  and  throw  forward  his  advance  to  Millen,  and 
thus  cut  our  communications.  If  Charleston  be  his  object,  as  it  probably 
is,  then  his  establishment  at  that  place  would  leave  him  only  sixty 
miles  to  march  to  reach  Branchville,  where  he  would  jdace  himself 
astride  the  only  line  by  which  we  can  communicate  with  the  South. 
In  this  event  his  base  would  be  unassailable  and  his  flanks,  admirably 
l>rotected  by  a  river  and  swamp  on  either  hand,  would  be  free  from 
attack.  For  four  years  the  enemy  has  tried  to  penetrate  the  Confed¬ 
eracy  from  the  north  and  east  by  land.  He  reached  Atlanta  it  is  true, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  keep  open  his  communications,  since  the 
further  he  advanced  the  longer  and  more  difficult  of  defense  became 
his  base  and  line  of  communication.  This  policy,  it  now  appears,  has 
been  changed.  Hereafter  he  will  operate  from  the  sea  or  some  of  its 
tributaries.  This  makes  his  lease  safe,  and  renders  it  easy  to  protect 
his  short  communications.  This  policy  reduces  the  length  of  his  com¬ 
munications  to  sixty  miles  from  Charleston  to  Branchville,  whereas 
before  it  was  near  500  miles  from  Louisville  to  Atlanta.  After  Charles¬ 
ton,  Wilmington  will  probably  be  the  next  point  of  attack,  and  then 
liichmond.  These  ideas  have  been  floating  through  my  mind.  There 
may  be  nothing  in  them.  If  so,  you  will  be  sure  to  find  it  out  and  no 
harm  will  come  of  them.  All  I  can  hope  is  that  you  Avill  excuse  me  for 
])resuming  to  send  them  to  you.  It  strikes  me  that  your  suggestion  of 
concentration  is  the  only  alternative  left  us,  and  should  be  adopted. 
We  must  make  up  our  minds  to  abandon  some  place  and  concentrate 
for  a  stubborn  resistaiK^e.  There  is  nothing  new  here.  I  do  not  think 
Grant  has  the  least  idea  of  attacking  Lee.  He  is  only  maneuvering  to 
luevent  his  sending  re-enforcements  to  Georgia.  Colonel  Forsyth  is 
here  and  well.  The  ])resident  lias  disa])proved  of  the  finding  in  the  case 
of  his  son  (yhaiies. 

Verv  trulv,  vours, 

W  W.  ALKXANDEB. 
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Augusta,  December  o,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

(Received  12.30  a.  m.  4tli.) 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary^  Richmond : 

A  strong  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  infantry  advanced  from 
Louisville,  and  encamped  last  night  six  miles  from  Waynesborough. 
They  turned  olf  this  morning  toward  Savannah.  Our  cavalry  is 
pressing  on  the  rear,  and  all  available  means  are  being  thrown  to  their 
front  by  rail.  There  is  time  yet  for  any  assistance  which  can  be  spared 
to  be  sent  by  way  of  Charleston. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


[First  iiidorseiuonT.J 

Respectfully  submitted  to  His  Excellency  the  President,  as  informa¬ 
tion. 

eTNO.  B.  SALE, 
Colofiel  and  MiUfary  /Secretary. 


[Second  indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War:  / 

What  has  been  or  can  be  done  to  augment  force,  &c.  ? 


J.  D. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  December  3.  1864—7  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Savannah^  Ga. : 

1  leave  to-day  for  Augusta  and  Savannah.  Construct  loop-holes  and 
embrasures  on  defenses  of  latter  city.  Works  along  overflows  around 
city  are  essential.  Obstruct  all  roads  from  Millen  to  Port  Royal,  Ossa- 
baw  Sound,  aud  Brunswick. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Monteith,  December  J,  1864. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott  : 

The  roads  are  so  obstructed  between  liere  and  Sister’s  Ferry  that  I 
am  unable  to  get  a  courier  to  the  commander  of  the  C.  S.  steamer 
Macon. 

A.  L.  HARTRIDGE, 

Major.,  (i'c. 


Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Armies  Confederate  States, 

No.  7.  (  Aaf/nsfa,  December  5,  1864. 

****-*## 

II.  Brigadier-General  Young  will  immediately  proceed,  with  all  tlie 
men  he  has  mounted,  in  the  direction  of  Waynesborougli,  join  Major- 
General  Whe(‘ler,  and  receive  his  orders. 

***##-** 

By  order  of  General  Bragg; 

AR(TIER  ANDERSON, 
Afimniant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters, 

Auijusta^  December  5,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  impress  upon  you 
the  importance  of  immediately  driving  hack  upon  their  infantry  the 
enemy’s  cavalry,  now  apparently  pressing  in  this  direction.  Your  force, 
ill  his  opinion,  is  too  much  scattered;  it  should  be  gathered  up;  and 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  being  pushed  back,  unremitting  effort  should  be 
made  to  harass  their  main  body  and  imiiede  their  march. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  December  5, 1864 — 12  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

In  reply  to  your  questions  whether  you  shall  operate  on  Sherman’s 
front  or  flank.  General  Bragg  cannot  instruct.  Your  own  judgment 
must  determine.  Main  object  is  to  retard  and  harass  enemy. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Beaver  Dam,  December  o,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  On  yesterday  morning  the  enemy  drove  me  from  Buck 
Head  Church,  and  I  fell  back  to  Lawton  Station.  After  remaining  at 
tlie  station  some  time  they  came  against  me  in  large  force  of  cavalry, 
and  I  retreated  to  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  I  have  scouts  out  on  the  roads, 
and  will  dispatch  any  information  they  may  gain.  I  destroyed  the 
bridge  at  the  chureh,  but  did  not  get  your  dispatch  in  time  to  destroy 
the  other  bridges.  I  sent  a  lieutenant  Avitli  a  squad  of  men  to  destroy 
Jones’  Bridge,  but  he  has  not  returned. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DOBBS, 

Captain,  Commanding  Ninth  Alabama. 

P.  S. — 1  sent  you  two  couriers  yesterdav  and  neither  have  returned. 

S.  P.  D. 


Savannah,  December  3,  1864. 

fleneral  Jones: 

Order  troops  which  left  Augusta  yesterday  to  stop  [at]  Coosawhat- 
chie  and  report  to  General  Chesnut. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
lAenten  ant-  Gen  eral. 
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Savannah,  December  3^  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

^  Send  tlie  cadets  to  join  the  militia  at  Grahamville 

W.  J.  HAKDP^E, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Columbia,  December  3,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

Telegram  received  at  9  p.  ni.  1  do  not  wish  the  cadets  sent  to  Savan¬ 
nah.  1  have  received  no  request  to  send  them,  and  know  no  reason 
for  it. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 


Columbia,  December  J,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

If  General  Bragg  has  expressed  no  wish  for  the  cadets  to  remain  at 
Charleston  send  them  to  Grahamville,  to  report  to  Colonel  He  Saussure, 
at  that  place.  Since  I  telegraphed  you  General  Bragg  telegraphs  me 
that  De  Saussure’s  destination  was  Grahamville,  but  put  Savannah 
through  mistake.  He  has  been  halted  at  the  former  place. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 


Augusta,  December  4.  1864. 

(Eeceived  1  p.  m.) 

,  Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary.^  Richmond: 

The  column  is  moving  on  what  is  known  as  ‘^Eastern  road  to  Savan¬ 
nah.”  There  are  several  ferries  from  mouth  of  Brier  Creek  to  Charles¬ 
ton  and  Savannah  Eailroad  bridge;  none  below  that.  General  Hardee 
reports  he  is  patrolling  river  with  a  gun-boat.  I  have  had  all  ferry¬ 
boats  destroyed,  and  ordered  all  roads  to  and  from  river  to  be  broken 
up  and  blockaded  by  felling  heavy  timber.  The  roads  all  pass  by 
causeway  to  the  river,  on  both  sides,  over  dense  swamps.  None  of 
enemy’s  forces  remain  near  Macon,  and  from  best  information  I  can 
obtain  it  is  thought  all  of  ours  have  left  there  for  Savannah.  The 
Georgia  militia  who  were  on  Central  railroad  moved  back  toward  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  at  last  accounts  were  at  Station  4^,  our  cavalry,  however,  far 
in  advance  of  them. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Savannah,  December  4,  1864. 

(Eeceived  5th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  infantry  this  evening  at  Station  4.1, 
Central  railroad,  forty-five  miles  from  the  city.  Two  corps  of  the  enemy 
reported  by  prisoners  to  be  marching  on  either  side  of  the  Ogeeche(\ 
The  defense  of  the  South  Carolina  railroad  from  Savannah  to  Charles¬ 
ton  requires  3,000  men.  Can  I  exiject  re-enforcements  from  Eichmond  ? 

W.  4.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


928 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 


[Chap,  LVl. 


Savannah,  December  i,  1864. 

Major-Geueial  McJjAWS  : 

Cars  will  be  sent  you  to-iiiorrow  for  3,000  troops.  Withdraw  to  the 
outer  line  of  defenses,  and  dispose  your  troops  on  that  line;  remain  in 
charge  of  them. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Hardee: 

T.  B.  BOY, 

A.'islstan t  Adjuta n t- Genera  1. 


No.  3,  AtLANTK?  and  (rULF  Kailkoad, 

Bece^nber  i,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

The  President  having  ordered  my  return  to  my  department  I  cannot 
remain  here  longer,  unless  positivelv  ordered. 

K.  TAVLOB, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I, 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  December  i,  1864. 

In  future,  commanders  of  troops,  in  falling  back  before  the  enemy, 
will  send  reliable  officers  and  men,  at  least  one  day  in  advance,  to  in¬ 
struct  citizens  in  which  direction  to  drive  their  stock. 

On  the  enemy’s  approach  all  horses,  mules,  and  other  stock  that 
citizens  have  left  on  the  enemy’s  line  of  march  will  be  driven  off,  and 
proper  receipts  left  for  the  same.  When  no  owner  can  be  found  accu¬ 
rate  accounts  will  be  kept  so  that  stock  can  be  reclaimed  by  the  owner. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Wheeler: 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 

First  JAcutenant  and  Aide-de-Gamp,  Act(j.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


« 


Headquarters  Williams’  Kentucky  Brigade, 

Dr.  Dillard'’ s,  three  miles  from  Farmer’s  Bridge,  on  Farmer’s 

Bridge  and  Louisville  Roads,  December  4,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

General  Wheeler’s  Aide-de-Camp: 

Lieutenant;  I  received  jmur  order  of  8  a.  m.  yesterday  at  12  m., 
and  moved  to  strike  the  enemy’s  tiank.  At  12  p.  m.  last  night  I 
received  another  order  to  report  to  you  at  Thomas’  Station,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  this  morning  at  daylight  in  that  direction ;  but  tin  ding  it  im¬ 
possible  to  get  there  on  account  of  the  enemy,  I  attempted  to  join  you 
at  Waynesborough,  and,  getting  within  a  mile  and  a  lialf  of  town,  1  was 
again  cut  off’,  and  had  to  fall  back  to  this  point.  I  will  report  with  my 
command  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  G.  P.  BBKGKrNBIDGi:. 

Colonel.,  Commanding,  Ac. 
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Savannah,  December  4, 1864. 

General  S.  Jones: 

I  need  600  arms  and  accouterments  for  the  South  Carolina  militia 
now  at  Grahamville.  Send  the  arms  if  you  have  them;  also  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  suit. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Savannah,  December  4, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Make  your  headquarters  at  Pocotaligo,  or  some  other  convenient 
point,  and  take  immediate  charge  of  the  forces  for  the  defense  of  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Li  eutenant-  Genera  1. 


Savannah,  December  4, 1864. 

General  Jones: 

What  troops  left  Charleston  this  morning  for  Savannah?  If  any, 
stop  them  at  Pocotaligo. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Savannah,  December  4,  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Re-enforcements  are  needed  at  Pocotaligo  immediately;  see  that 
they  are  sent. 

W.  J.  HARDEE. 


Adams’  Run,  December  4, 1864, 

Major-General  Jones: 

A  regiment  of  Yankee  cavalry  is  reported  moving  toward  Combahee 
bridge.  I  have  nothing  but  some  heavy  artillery  in  that  sub- district. 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON. 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Augusta^  December  5,  1864. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary : 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Wheeler : 

Near  Walker’s  Bridge,  December  4,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  we  drove  enemy’s  cavalry  upon  infantry  and  attacked 
about  midnight.  The  infantry  was  occupied  in  tearing  up  railroad  near  Thomas’ 
Station.  At  daylight  this  morning  Fourteenth  Corps  and  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  ad¬ 
vanced  and  attacked  my  position.  My  command  had  been  necessarily  spread  out 
over  two  or  three  miles  to  procure  forage,  but  was  (juickly  concentrated  to  resist  the 
attack.  Enemy  made  several  charges  upon  the  position  which  I  had  taken,  all  of 
which  were  repulsed  by  fire,  from  behind  breast-works  and  by  counter-charges.  En¬ 
emy’s  vastly  superior  forces,  which  completely  enveloped  my  flanks,  compelled  me 
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to  retire  toward  Brier  Creek.  A  number  of  officers  and  men  were  killed  and 
wounded,  including  Colonel  Gaines,  commanding  brigade,  severely  wounded.  Enemy’s 
loss  very  heavy ;  General  Kilpatrick  reported  wounded.  My  officers  and  men  be¬ 
haved  most  gallantly.  ^ 

Near  Walker’s  Bridge,  Decemhet'  4,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Enemy  have  all  moved  east  of  Buck  Head  Creek.  They  appear  to  be  encamped  on 
railroad,  from  Wayncsborough  to  Station  7,  on  Savannah  road.  Possibly  their  ad¬ 
vance  is  nearer  Savannah  than  Station  7.  I  have  had  three  brigades  on  enemy’s 
front  and  rear,  and  balance  of  my  command  on  their  hank.  Seventeenth  Corps 
crossed  Ogeechee,  from  Emanuel  to  Burke  County,  opposite  95,  on  Thursday.  On 
Wednesday  Fifteenth  Corps  moved  from  Louisville  toward  Station  90.  Enemy’s 
cavalry  passed  through  Waynesborough,  stealing  horses  in  Emanuel  County.  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  in  person  reported  near  Thomas’  Station  to-day. 

Near  Walker’s  Bridge,  December  5,  1864 — 4.30  a.  m. 

Enemy’s  infantry  and  cavalry  left  Waynesborough  going  toward  Milieu;  they 
were  in  very  large  force,  both  infantry  and  cavalry.  Everything  now  appears  to 
be  moving  toward  Savannah. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Augusta,  December  5, 1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

From  two  sources  (unofficial)  I  learn  General  Beauregard  left  Macon 
on  1st  and  was  in  Montgomery  on  2d.  I  again  send  a  copy  of  your  dis¬ 
patch.  to  him,  to  be  telegraphed  from  Macon. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Savannah,  December  5,  1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

You  are  placed  in  charge  of  the  entire  line  of  the  Charleston  and 
Savannah  Railroad.  It  is  suggested  that  there  should  be  a  force  at 
Green  Pond.  You  will  keep  a  movable  force  of  500  infantry  and  one  ; 
section  of  artillery  on  a  train,  ready  to  move  at  a  moment’s  notice  to  i 
any  threatened  points.  A  train  has  already  been  furnished  General  ! 
Chesnut  for  this  purfiose. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Savannah,  December  5,  1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Colonel  Colcock  has  been  sent  up  the  Savannah  River  Avith  a  battery 
and  a  section  of  artillery  and  a  company  of  cavalry,  and  the  gun-boat 
Macon,  which  has  reached  Sister’s  Ferry,  has  been  ordered  to  patrol  as 
high  up  the  river  as  practicable.  Lee  Las  been  ordered  to  furnish  the 
transportation  you  need. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assisian t  A djn ta nt-  General. 


Chap.  LVI.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - CONFEDERATE. 


931 


Savannah,  Decemher  5,  1864. 

General  S.  Jones: 

Last  information  from  Wheeler  is  that  all  movements  of  the  enemy 
tend  toward  Savannah.  We  still  hold  Station  4J,  Central  railroad. 

T.  B.  BOY, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


Gkahamville,  Deeemher  J,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

The  gun -boats  in  position  off  Dawson’s  Bluff  shelling  the  works  pro¬ 
tecting  Coosa whatchie.  Captain  Kanapaux  asks  for  20-pounder  Par¬ 
rotts  ;  can  you  furnish  them  to  him  % 

JAS.  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


CoosAWHATCHiE,  December  5,  1864. 

Major  Strinofellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

My  scouts  reported  the  enemy  advancing  at  1  o’clock  to-day,  with 
artillery  and  infantry.  General  Chesnut  telegraphed  me  at  3  o’clock 
that  scouts  reported  the  enemy  advancing  on  the  Bee’s  Creek  breast¬ 
works  in  considerable  force.  Several  barges  are  reported  coming  up 
the  Coosawhatchie  Biver.  They  advanced  their  pickets  within  200 
yards  of  Bee’s  Creek  works,  four  miles  distant.  We  fired  on  them,  and 
they  retired.  They  are  still  in  our  front,  four  or  five  miles  distant.  I 
have  about  1,600  men  of  all  arms.  I  will  dispatch  you  again  as  soon  as 
scouts  come  in.  We  need  more  artillery. 

L.  J.  GABTBELL, 
Brigadier-  General.,  Commanding. 


Coosawhatchie,  December  5,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

Major  Strinofellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Enemy’s  gun-boats,  five  in  number,  retired  half  a  mile  lower  down  the 
river.  Their  infantry  and  artillery  have  also  retired  about  three  miles 
beyond  our  outer  works.  All  quiet  to-night. 

L.  J.  GABTBELL, 
Brigadier-General ,  Commanding. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  December  6',  1864. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my 
telegram  of  24th  of  November,  was  received  by  me  on  the  road  from 
Macon  to  this  place.  With  the  limited  reliable  means  at  our  command 
I  believe  that  all  that  could  be  has  been  done,  under  existing  circum¬ 
stances,  to  oppose  the  advance  of  Slierman’s  forces  toward  the  Atlantic 
coast.  That  we  have  not  tlius  far  been  more  vsuccessful  none  can  re¬ 
gret  more  than  myself,  but  he  will  doubtless  be  i)revented  from  captur¬ 
ing  Augusta,  Charleston,  and  Savannah,  and  he  may  yet  be  made  to 
exiierience  serious  loss  before  reaching  the  coast. 
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On  the  IGtli  of  Kovember,  when  about  leaving  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  on  a 
tour  of  inspection  to  Corinth,  Miss.,  1  was  informed  by  General  Hood  of 
the  report  just  received  by  him  that  Sherman  would  probably  move  from 
Atlanta  into  Georgia.  I  instructed  him  at  once  to  repeat  his  orders  to 
General  Wheeler  to  watch  closely  Sherman’s  movements,  and  should 
he  move  as  reported,  to  attack  and  harass  him  at  all  favorable  points. 
I  telegraphed  to  Lieutenant  General  Taylor,  at  Selma,  Ala.,  to  call  on 
Governor  Watts,  of  Alabama,  and  Governor  Clark,  of  Mississippi,  for 
all  the  State  troops  that  they  could  furnish,  and  with  all  the  available 
movable  forces  of  his  department  to  keep  himself  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment’s  notice  to  the  assistance  of  Maj.  Gens.  Howell  Cobb 
and  G.  W.  Smith,  who  were  then  at  or  about  Griffin,  Ga.,  threatening 
Atlanta.  I  also  telegraphed  to  General  Cobb  to  call  upon  Governor 
Brown,  of  Georgia,  and  Governor  Bonham,  of  South  Carolina,  for  all 
the  State  troops  that  could  be  collected.  I  made  all  necessary  prepa¬ 
rations  to  repair  forthwith  to  Georgia  in  the  event  of  Sherman’s  execut¬ 
ing  his  reported  movement. 

On  my  arrival  at  Corinth,  on  the  18th  of  November,  having  been  in¬ 
formed  that  Sherman  had  commenced  his  movement,  I  issued  all  neces¬ 
sary  orders  to  meet  the  emergency,  including  an  order  to  General  Hood 
to  send  one  division  of  cavalry  (Jackson’s)  to  re-enforce  Wheeler,  but  this 
order  was  suspended  by  him,  his  objection  being  that  his  cavalry  could 
not  be  reduced  without  endangering  the  success  of  his  campaign  in 
Tennessee,  and  that  General  Wheeler  already  had  thirteen  brigades 
under  his  command.  I  finally  instructed  him  to  send  only  one  brigade, 
if  he  contemplated  taking  the  offensive  at  once,  as  had  already  been 
decided  upon.  1  then  left  Corinth  for  Macon,  where  I  arrived  on 
24th  of  November. 

I  did  not  countermand  the  campaign  into  Tennessee  to  pursue  Sher¬ 
man  with  Hood’s  army  for  the  following  reasons: 

First.  The  roads  and  creeks  from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Coosa  Kivers 
across  Sand  and  Lookout  Mountains  had  been,  by  the  prevailing  heavy 
rains,  rendered  almost  impassable  to  artillery  and  wagon  trains. 

Second.  General  Sherman,  with  an  army  better  appointed,  had  already 
the  start  of  about  275  miles,  on  comparatively  good  roads.  The  trans¬ 
fer  of  Hood’s  army  into  Georgia  could  not  have  been  more  expeditious 
by  railway  than  by  marching  through  the  country,  on  account  of  the 
delays  unavoidably  resulting  from  the  condition  of  the  railroads. 

Third.  To  pursue  Sherman  the  passage  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
would  necessarily  have  been  over  roads  with  all  the  bridges  destroyed, 
and  through  a  devastated  country,  affording  no  subsistence  or  forage, 
and,  moreover,  it  was  feared  that  a  retrograde  movement  on  our  i)art 
would  seriously  deplete  the  army  by  desertions. 

Fourth.  To  have  sent  off  the  most  or  the  whole  of  the  Army  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  in  ])ursuit  of  Sherman  would  have  oi)ened  to  Thomas’  forces  the 
richest  portion  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  would  have  made  nearly 
certain  the  capture  of  Montgomery,  Selma,  and  Mobile,  without  insuring 
the  defeat  of  Sherman. 

Fifth.  In  Octol)er  last,  when  passing  through  Georgia  to  assume  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  West,  I  was  informed  by  Governor 
Brown  that  he  could  probably  raise,  in  case  of  necessity,  about  (),()()() 
men,  which  1  supposed  might  be  doubled  in  a  levy  en  masse.  General 
Cobb  informed  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  at  Augusta,  JMacon,  and 
Columbus  he  had  about  6,500  local  ti()oi)s,  and  that  he  hoped  shortly  to 
have  collected  at  his  reserve  and  convalescent  cam])s  near  Macon  2,500 
more.  Of  these  0,000  men  he  supposed  about  one-half,  or  5,000,  could 
be  made  available  as  movable  troops  for  an  emergency. 
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To  oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy  from  Atlanta  the  State  of  Georgia 
would  thus  have  probably  17,000  men,  to  which  number  must  be  added 
the  thirteen  brigades  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  amounting  to  about  7,000 
men.  The  troops  which  could  have  been  collected  from  Savannah,  South 
Carolina,  and  North  Carolina  before  Sherman’s  forces  could  reach  the 
Atlantic  coast  would  have  amounted,  it  was  supposed,  to  about  5,000 
men. 

Thus  it  was  a  reasonable  supposition  that  about  29,000  or  30,000  men 
could  be  collected  in  time  to  defend  the  State  of  Georgia  and  insure  the 
destruction  of  Sherman’s  army,  estimated  by  me  at  about  36,000  effect¬ 
ives  of  all  arms,  their  cavalry,  about  4,000  strong,  being  included  in  this 
estimate. 

Under  these  circumstances,  after  consultation  with  General  Hood,  I 
concluded  to  allow  him  to  prosecute  with  vigor  his  campaign  into  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Kentucky,  hoping  that  by  defeating  Thomas’  army,  and  such 
other  forces  as  might  hastily  be  sent  against  him,  he  would  compel 
Sherman,  should  he  reach  the  coast  of  Georgia  or  South  Carolina,  to 
repair  at  once  to  the  defense  of  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  Ohio,  and  thus 
l)revent  him  from  re-enforcing  Grant.  Meanwhile  supplies  might  be 
sent  to  Virginia  from  Middle  and  East  Tennessee,  thus  relieving  Georgia 
from  the  present  constant  drain  ux^on  its  limited  resources. 

I  remain,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General. 


Augusta,  December  d,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

Have  just  arrived  and  will  repair  as  soon  as  i^racticable  to  Charleston 
and  Savannah. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Savannah,  December  d,  1864. 

(Received  7th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

The  Fifteenth  Army  Corx^s  is  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ogeechee. 
Prisoners  were  captured  from  it  to-day.  They  are  evidently  of  an 
intention  to  recross  twenty-five  miles  above.  All  recent  movements 
indicate  their  intention  to  do  so  at  Jenks’  and  Wright’s  Bridges,  which 
have  been  destroyed. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
LieutenanI  General. 


Augusta,  December  d,  1864. 

General  Hardee  : 

Wheeler  so  far  off  he  could  not  cross  river  in  time.  General  Young’s 
brigade  (250  mounted,  550  dismounted)  moves  to  day  by  rail  to  Poco- 
taligo,  to  observe  left  bank  Savannah. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Jones.) 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
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No.  3,  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Kailroad, 

December  6,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant  Baker  has  just  returned  from  scout.  He  met  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  yesterday  at  General  Cone’s  residence,  in  Bulloch  County,  and 
fell  back  to  Jenks’  Bridge.  Late  in  the  afternoon  he  was  attacked 
there,  and  compelled  to  fall  back  to  Black  Creek,  in  Bryan  County, 
where  he  made  stand  until  the  enemy  crossed  the  creek  above,  about  2 
p.  m.,  and  he  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Prather,  Tenth  [Eighth]  Confed¬ 
erate  Cavalry,  to  retire  to  Harper’s  Bridge,  on  Cannouchee.  Move¬ 
ments  indicate  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  is  making  its  way  around 
headwaters  of  Cannouchee  for  this  section.  He  was  informed  that 
there  was  a  division  of  infantry  and  500  cavalry  at  Statesborough  on 
Saturday. 

G.  P.  EANEY, 

Acting  A ssistant  A djutant-  G eneraJ. 


Augusta,  December  6, 1864 — 11.15  a.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Alexander : 

Press  well  on  enemy’s  left  flank,  so  that  if  he  crosses  Savannah  River 
you  will  know  it  immediately,  and  advise  me. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Augusta,  December  6, 1864 — 12.45  \p.  m.]. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Three  companies  South  Carolina  cavalry  militia,  under  Major  Crump, 
headquarters  probably  Allendale,  Barnwell  district,  are  observing 
Savannah  River  and  obstructing  roads  from  ferries.  Communicate 
such  orders  to  them  as  may  be  proper. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Augusta,  December  6,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Organize  proper  parties  to  overflow  rice  lands  along  Savannah  River, 
to  obstruct  thoroughly  with  trees  and  torpedoes  and  break  up  roads 
from  the  stream  toward  Pocotaligo.  Fraser  Matthewes  and  Joseph 
Guss,  of  engineer  department,  might  superintend. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Pocotaligo,  December  6^  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

iSa  vannali : 

I  cannot  answer  your  question  as  to  tlie  number  of  troops  required 
to  hold  this  road  just  at  this  time,  as  1  have  no  report  yet  from  Chesnut. 
Enemy  advanced  to-day  in  large  force  on  road  from  Gregory’s,  on  Tul- 
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lifiliny,  to  Ooosaw.  Our  troops  met  and  drove  them  back,  but  were  iu 
return  driven  back  demoralized,  and  occui)ied  works  at  Ooosaw.  Gen¬ 
eral  Gartrell  has  just  telegraphed  me  that  he  can  hold  that  place.  I 
am  endeavoring,  and  think  will  succeed,  to  collect  a  force  of  500  or  600 
men  to  attack  in  their  rear,  on  road  from  Old  Pocotaligo  to  Ooosaw,  at 
daylight. 

8AM.  JONES, 

Major-  General. 


Oharleston,  December  6‘,  1864. 

Major  Strincfellow  : 

Forward  this  through  to  General  Hardee  at  Savannah:  There  are 
two  trains  with  troops  from  Wilmington  and  train  with  light  artillery 
from  Augusta  on  this  side  of  bridge,  waiting  for  the  road  to  be  cleared 
to  go  on.  A  train  of  North  Garolina  State  troops  will  reach  here  at 
1  a.  m.j  will  hurry  them  on  immediately.  There  are  four  trains  on 
Savannah  railroad  due  here,  blocking  the  way. 

K.  0.  GILOHKIST. 


Adams’  Run,  December  6j  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

General  Hardee  telegraphs  that  Wheaton’s  battery  has  been  ordered 
to  Gombahee.  Let  W ebb  remain  until  Whea  ton  arrives.  I  have  ordered 
Kemi^er  to  Green  Pond,*  communicate  with  him  after  his  arrival.  What 
is  the  news  this  morning? 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


OoosAWHATCHiE,  December  6‘,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

General  Sam.  Jones: 

Twelve  barges  are  landing  troops  at  Gregory’s,  on  the  Tullifinny? 
about  three  miles  distant.  Send  Forty-seventh  Georgia  and  section  of 
artillery. 

L.  J.  GARTRELL, 
Brigadier-  General.,  Commanding. 


OoosAWHATCHiE,  December  d,  1864, 

Major  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Oolonel  Daniel,  commanding  seven  companies  of  Fifth  Georgia,  re 
ports  the  enemy' about  1,000  strong,  and  asks  for  re-enforcements.  I 
have  sent  him  First  Reserves,  about  200  strong.  I  have  notified  him 
of  the  movement  of  troops  from  Pocotaligo. 

L.  J.  GARTRELL. 


OoosAWHATCHiE,  December  6j  1864. 

^Major-General  Jones: 

Are  you  certain  that  the  telegraph  line  has  not  been  tapped  by  a  Yan¬ 
kee  operator? 


L.  J.  GARTRELL. 
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OoosAWHATCHiE,  December  6,  1864. 

Major  Stringfellow  : 

The  Forty-seventh  Georgia  just  arrived.  Section  of  artillery  will 
come  by  next  train.  Send  40,000  rounds  ammunition,  caliber  .09.  Some 
of  the  boxes  have  no  caps.  We  have  only  35  wounded,  most  of  them 
slightly. 

L.  J.  GARTEELL. 


Headquarters, 
December  6*,  1864 — 2.40  o^clocli. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones, 

,  Goimnanding : 

General  :  The  enemy  advanced  in  heavy  force  from  Gregory’s  Point. 
They  are  now  on  the  road  from  Old  Pocotaligo  to  this  place  (Ooosaw- 
batchie),  and  on  both  sides.  We  fought  them  two  hours  and  a  half, 
but  had  to  fall  back  to  our  works.  If  you  send  a  force  in  their  rear,  on 
the  road  from  Old  Pocotaligo,  it  will  not  only  assist  us,  but  probably  cut 
oft  the  enemy.  Some  provision  had  better  be  made  to  prevent  their 
getting  between  you  and  us.  I  would  have  communicated  with  you  by 
telegraph,  but  the  operator  says  the  wires  are  cut.  I  must  have  some 
old  troops ;  the  new  ones  won’t  stand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  J.  GARTRELL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commandmg. 


Coosa WHATCHIE,  December  6,  1864. 

General  Jones: 

The  enemy  advanced  in  large  force  on  the  road  from  Gregory’s.  We 
met  them  and  drove  them  back.  They  were  re-enforced,  and,  portion 
[of]  the  troops  becoming  demoralized,  I  ordered  them  to  fall  back  to 
this  side  of  the  river.  Enemy  not  pursuing.  The  engagement  lasted 
two  hours  and  a  half.  Loss  slight.  Send  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Vol¬ 
unteers  and  any  other  troops  you  can  spare.  The  main  attack  seems  to 
be  intended  for  this  point.  I  would  have  dispatched  you  sooner,  but 
being  at  the  front  and  informed  by  operator  that  the  line  would  not 
work,  I  sent  a  courier  some  time  since.  W^e  can  hold  this  place. 
Ammunition  is  getting  short. 

L.  J.  GARTRELL. 


Pocotaligo,  December  6,  1864. 

Col.  A.  0.  Edwards, 

Commanding  Forty-seventh  Georgia  Regiment: 

Colonel:  Brigadier-General  Gartrell  has  been  ordered  to  send  your 
regiment  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  State  Cadets,  at  the  Tul- 
litinny  trestle,  on  the  railroad,  where  other  troops,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bacon,  will  be  collected  before  morning.  You  will  be  the  rank¬ 
ing  ofticer,  and  will  therefore  take  command.  Colonel  Bacon’s  command, 
with  the  cadets,  will  number  about  550  men,  with  two  pieces  artillery. 
At  the  earliest  dawn  of  day  you  will  move  down  by  a  plantation  road, 
which  crosses  the  railroad  near  the  Tnllitinny  trestle  and  nearly  parallel 
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to  Tullifiniiy  Creek,  until  it  intersects  the  road  from  Old  Poco  to  Coosaw, 
about  150  yards  on  the  Coosaw  side.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bacon  has  a 
guide  with  him  who  knows  the  road,  and  you  will  therefore  confer  with 
him.  Attack  the  enemy  vigorously  at  that  point  and  drive  him  off  if 
possible.  The  Fifth  Georgia  will  attack  in  front  of  Coosa whatchie 
when  your  fire  is  heard.  Carry  out  these  instructions  promptly  and 
with  spirit. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  S.  STEINGFELLOV/, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


December  6,  1804. 

Major  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  Courier  from  Mackay’s  Point  reports  the  enemy  as  having 
landed  a  regiment  of  about  500  men  at  the  junction  of  the  Coosaw- 
hatchie  and  Tullifinny. 

E.  H.  BACON, 
Lieutenant -Colonel. 


PocoTALiGO,  December  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bacon, 

Commanding^  &e. : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  has  ordered  Colonel 
Edwards,  of  the  Forty-seventh  Georgia,  to  the  position  near  the  trestle- 
work  on  the  railroad  now  occupied  by  the  State  Cadets.  Leave  the 
cavalry  company  (Captain  Peeples’)  to  picket  the  road  to  Coosawhatchie 
and  watch  the  position  at  Tullifinny  Bridge,  and  proceed  with  the  rest 
of  your  command  to  report  to  Colonel  Edwards  at  the  place  designated. 
That  officer  has  been  ordered  to  move  at  the  earliest  dawn  of  day  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear.  The  guide  Craddock  left  with 
you  knows  the  road.  Inform  Major  Jackson  that  the  baggage  of  his 
command  will  be  at  the  crossing  of  the  country  road  over  the  railroad 
by  the  time  you  reach  that  x^oint.  Move  promptly.  If  you  haye  or  can 
procure  any  axes  carry  them  with  you  to  clear  out  the  [«ic]  should 
the  enemy  blockade  it;  Cax)tain  Bachman  has  x>erhai>s  some  with  his 
battery.  Direct  Cax:)tain  Peeples  to  keex)  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing  fully  informed  of  any  movement  on  the  road  to  Pocotaligo. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  STEINGFELOW, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  Gen eral. 


Augusta,  December  7,  1864. 

(Eeceived  11.52  o’clock.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  Beauregard  reached  here  last  evening  from  Montgomery, 
where  he  received  your  dispatch,  and  has  gone  on  this  morning  to 
Charleston  and  Savannah.  The  enemy’s  rear  crossed  Beaver  Dam 
Creek  yesterday  morning  south,  our  cavalry  inessing  them  closely. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 
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Branchville,  December  7^  1864. 

General  S,  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Ins])ector  General : 

1  cannot  return  exchanged  prisoners  to  their  commands;  they  will 
be  kept  temporarily  for  defense  of  Savannah. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD. 


Savannah,  December  7,  1864. 

(Received  10.45  8th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Considerable  fighting  atCoosawhatchie  to-day  without  definite  results. 
The  enemy  hold  a  position  near  Coosawhatchie  and  the  railroad.  Heavy 
skirmishing  at  No.  2,  Central  railroad,  with  large  force  of  the  enemy, 
which  have  crossed  the  Ogeechee  opposite  that  point.  Fighting  also 
at  Cannouchee  Bridge.  Enemy  have  made  their  appearance  at  Hud¬ 
son’s  Ferry  and  Matthews’  Point,  on  the  Savannah  River.  The  gun¬ 
boat  Macon  is  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  with  orders  to  patrol  the  river  as  high 
up  as  Hudson’s  Ferry.  Howard’s  wing  of  the  Federal  army  is  believed 
to  be  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ogeechee  crossing  to  the  left  bank. 


W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Geyieral. 


Augusta,  December  7,  1864 — 4  o^elocb. 

General  Wheeler: 

No  necessity  now  for  further  destruction  of  bridges  over  Brier  Creek. 
A  steamer  with  two  boats  has  just  been  ordered  to  mouth  of  Brier 
Creek.  Give  her  orders. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Charleston,  December  7,  1864 — 2.30. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

Battery  of  guns  with  guard  left  at  11  a.  m.  yesterday;  train  of  twenty 
cars  with  troops  from  Augusta  left  at  10  p.  m.,  and  train  with  Girardey’s 
light  battery  started  at  1  a.  m.  Train  with  troops  from  Wilmington  is 
expected  here  at  2.30  to-night;  also  train  from  Augusta,  expected  at  4 
o’clock,  will  be  sent  immediately  on.  Seventeen  cavalry  will  leave  in 
passenger  train  to-morrow.  Deserters  from  Morris’  Island  to-day  report 
that  troops  are  being  moved  from  Morris’  Island  to  Port  Royal,  where 
the  force  is  8,000  strong,  mostly  black  troops. 

R.  C.  GILCHRIST, 
Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Savannah,  December  7,  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

You  must  send  me  at  once  the  Augusta  battalion,  the  Georgia  bat¬ 
talion,  which  arrived  to-day,  and  such  other  troops  as  you  can  spaie. 
Bring  part  of  Chesnut’s  command  to  Coosawhatchie;  the  enemy  has 
left  his  front.  The  enemy  is  advancing  on  Savannah. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

L  i  e  uten  a  n  t-  Genera  1: 
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,  Savannah,  Decemher  7,  1864. 

General  Jones: 

I  do  not  know  liow  long  I  sliall  be  able  to  bold  the  railroad  between 
this  and  Savannah  railroad  bridge.  It  is  therefore  all-iinportant  that 
all  the  re-enforcements  I  am  to  receive  should  be  sent  forward  imme¬ 
diately. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  Decemher  7,  1864 — 12.30. 

General  Jones: 

A  train  left  at  11  last  night  with  troops;  Girardey’s  battery  at  1 
a.  m.;  Shober’s  (North  Carolina)  regiment  about  3  a.  m.  Young’s 
brigade  had  not  passed  Branchville  at  9  a.  m.  Other  troops,  under 
Colonel  Brown,  are  behind  Young. 

H.  W.  FETLDEN. 


Grahamville,  Decemher  7,  1864 — 11.45. 

General  Sam.  Jones: 

Detachment  of  cavalry  on  the  road  to  re-enforce  your  men  at  Coosaw- 
hatchie. 

JAS.  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Bri  ga  dler-  G  eueral. 


Grahamville,  December  7,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Have  the  Forty-seventh  [Georgia]  on  the  march  to  you.  I  am  left 
with  the  militia  only,  yet  unorganized,  and  many  of  them  are  sick.  My 
reserves  relieved  the  forces  at  Bee’s  Creek,  who  have  been  sent  to 
Coosawhatcliie  this  afternoon. 

JAS.  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


(300SAWHATCHIE,  December  7,  1864 — 11.30. 

General  Jones: 

Colonel  Daniel  has  returned  with  Fifth  Georgia  Regiment  and  reports 
four  regiments  of  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  main  road  in  400 
yards  of  These  works.  I  have  put  his  regiment  on  the  railroad  to  pro¬ 
tect  it,  and  will  open  upon  the  enemy  Avith  my  guns  as  soon  as  position 
can  be  ascertained.  It  is  impossible  to  get  re-enforcements  to  Colonel 
Edwards. 

L.  J.  GARTEELL. 


CoosAAVHATCHiE,  December  7,  1864 — 12.30  o'' clod'. 

General  Jones: 

This  place  is  seriously  threatened  by  force  of  four  regiments,  and  sev¬ 
eral  pieces  of  artillery.  I  am  making  disi)osition  to  rei)el  any  attack 
and  save  the  railroad  and  works.  Send  re-enforcements  if  possible. 
They  are  said  to  be  planting  batteries  to  shell  us. 

L.  J.  GARTEELL, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 
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COOSAWHATCIIIE,  December  7,  1864 — 2.50  p.  m. 
General  Jones:  ’ 

Captain  Kanapaux  states  that  his  vedettes  report  the  enemy  still 
landing  troo^is  at  Gregory’s  Point. 

L.  J.  GARTRELL. 


Charleston,  December  8j  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

(Received  10.50.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutcmt  mid  Inspector  General : 

I  arrived  here  last  evening.  General  Hardee  reports  considerable 
fighting  yesterday  at  Coosawhatchie,  without  definite  results;  enemy 
holding  a  position  near  there  and  railroad.  Heavy  skirmishing  at  No. 
2,  Central  railroad,  with  large  force  of  enemy,  which  has  crossed  Ogee- 
chee  opposite  that  point.  Fighting  also  at  Canuonchee  bridge.  Enemy 
has  made  his  appearance  at  Hudson’s  Ferry  and  Matthews’  Point,  on 
Savannah  River.  Gun-boat  Macon  is  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  with  orders  to 
patrol  river  as  high  up  as  Hudson’s  Ferry.  Howard’s  wing  of  Federal 
Army  believed,  on  right  bank  of  Ogeechee,  crossing.  Generals  Hardee 
and  Jones  should  be  supported  with  all  available  force. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charleston,  December  <9, 1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.50  p.  m.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

I  leave  this  afternoon  for  Pocotaligo  and  Savannah  to  confer  with 
Generals  Jones  and  Hardee. 

G.  T.  BEAEHIEGARD. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  8,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

/Savannah,  Ga. : 

Having  no  army  of  relief  to  look  to,  and  your  forces  being  essential  to 
the  defense  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  whenever  you  shall  have  to 
select  between  their  safety  and  that  of  Savannah,  sacrifice  the  latter, 
and  form  a  junction  with  General  Jones,  holding  the  left  bank  of  the 
Savannah  River  and  the  railroad  to  this  place  as  long  as  possible. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  2.  )  Savannah,  December  8,  1864. 

******* 

III.  Brooks’  foreign  battalion  is  transferred  from  Cumming’s  brigade, 
McLaws’  division,  to  Harrison’s  brigade.  Smith’s  division. 

******* 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assisian t  A djutan t- General. 
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CtRAHAMville,  December  8,  1864. 

[General  Braxton  Bragg:] 

The  enemy  are  still  moving  on  toward  Savannah,  obstructing  the 
roads  in  their  rear,  and  resisting  warmly  this  morning.  I  cannot  learn 
tliat  any  force  of  the  enemy  have  crossed  the  Savannah  River.  I  hear 
artillery  firing  far  in  my  front;  do  not  know  what  it  means.  The 
Fourteenth  Corps  and  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  are  on  the  river  road,  Fif¬ 
teenth  on  Middle  Ground  road,  and  Seventeenth,  and  probably  Twen¬ 
tieth  Corps,  on  Central  railroad.  I  think  the  force  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Ogeechee  must  be  small. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  WHEELER. 

(Same  sent  by  General  Bragg  to  Col.  John  B.  Sale,  military  secretary, 
December  9,  1864.) 


Sister’s  Ferry,  December  <§,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler: 

General:  Your  two  dispatches  of  10  and  12.30  o’clock  have  been 
received.  Sister’s  Ferry  is  the  lowest  point  at  which  the  enemy  can 
cross  the  river.  There  is  an  old  ferry  about  twenty-five  miles  lower 
down  whicli  has  been  discontinued  for  near  thirty  years,  and  I  have 
a  strong  incket  there  and  an  engineer  throwing  up  works.  Ko  fiats  or 
boats  there  to  cross  with.  A  gun -boat  which  was  up  here  to  protect 
this  crossing  has  gone  down  to  the  railroad  bridge  to  protect  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel  Third  South  -Carolina  Cavalry. 


Charleston,  December  8,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

Have  measures  been  adopted  for  obstructing  with  torpedoes  all  roads 
leading  from  Savannah  River  ferry  toward  Port  Royal  i?  Are  services 
of  Mr.  Fraser  Matthewes  and  about  twenty  hands  required  for  that 
object? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


COOSAWHATCHIE,  December  8,  1864 — 10.20  a.  m. 
Major  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Enemy  occupies  same  position.  All  quiet  this  morning.  My  effect¬ 
ive  force  this  morning  (infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery)  is  1,683. 

L.  J.  GARTRELL. 


CooSAWHATCHiE,  December  8,  1864 — 2.35  p.  m. 
Major  Stringfellow  : 

1  will  send  morning  report  by  courier.  Enemy  has  constructed  works 
across  the  main  road  where  it  intersects  with  Gregory’s  road,  one  mile 
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distant.  We  cannot  dislodge  them  with  small  pieces;  it  might  be  done 
by  a  movement  from  the  direction  of  Tullifinny  bridge.  I  have  ordered 
them  fired  into. 

L.  J.  GAKTRELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  S.  Cooper  : 


Savannah,  December  9^  1864. 

(Received  6.55.) 


I  arrived  here  this  morning  to  confer  with  General  Hardee. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Savannah,  December  9, 1864. 

(Received  6.45.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Enemy’s  forces  are  reported  to  be  on  river  road,  Middle  Ground  road, 
Central  railroad^  and  Louisville  road,  about  ten  miles  from  city. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Savannah,  December  9,  1864. 

(Received  10.55.) 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

Brigadier-General  Elliott,  being  temporarily  in  the  department,  has 
been  assigned  to  command  Third  Sub -District  of  South  Carolina  dur¬ 
ing  the  present  emergency. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  December  9,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding^  the.  : 

General:  It  is  my  desire,  after  the  consultation  that  has  taken 
place,  that  you  should  hold  this  city  so  long  as  in  your  judgment  it 
may  be  advisable  to  do  so,  bearing  in  mind  that  should  you  have  to 
decide  between  a  sacrifice  of  the  garrison  or  city,  you  will  preserve  the 
garrison  for  operations  elsewhere. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  203.  )  In  the  Field,  Savannah,  December  9,  1864. 

I.  Major-General  Ransom  is  placed  temporarily  in  command  of  the 
Second  and  Third  Sub-Districts  of  South  Carolina. 

II.  Col.  Alfred  Rhett  is  placed  temporarily  in  command  of  Second 
Sub-District  of  South  Carolina. 
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III.  Brig.  Gen.  Stephen  Elliott  is  assigned  to  the  temporary  command 
of  the  Third  Sub-District  of  South  Carolina,  the  western  limit  of  which 
is  extended  to  Rantowles  Creek,  as  formerly  existed. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oener at. 


December  9, 1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commandinff  Cavalry  Corps: 

General:  Captain  Thomas,  of  Perrin’s  regiment,  has  just  got  in 
from  the  other  side  of  Ogeechee.  He  reports  that  about  two  divisions 
of  infantry,  600  cavalry,  and  3,000  beef- cattle  were  passing  down  the 
other  side  that  stream.  Pie  followed  them  twelve  miles  beyond  Swains- 
borough.  Captain  Thomas  also  reports  that  he  saw  a  dispatch  from 
General  Bragg  to  you  going  toward  Augusta  to  inform  you  that  a 
steamer  and  several  small  boats  were  at  Augusta  subject  to  your  orders. 
In  this  connection  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  one 
of  your  couriers  have  brought  me  a  dispatch  on  this  campaign  until  the 
circular  this  morning.  Even  the  dispatch  sent  yesterday  morning, 
when  our  headquarters  were  on  the  same  road  and  only  five  miles  apart, 
was  handed  me  to-day  by  one  of  my  own  men. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FERGUSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Savannah,  December  .9,  1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Information  is  that  Yankee  scouts,  in  guise  of  Wheeler’s  stragglers, 
have  found  means  to  communicate  with  enemy  on  the  coast.  Tell  your 
subordinates  to  look  to  it. 

W.  J.  HARDEE. 


Charleston,  December  9, 1864 — 5.15  a.  m. 

General  Sam.  Jones: 

Will  send  the  cavalry  company  at  once  by  rail  unless  you  wish  it  to 
march.  Am  attending  now  to  torpedoes;  will  use  every  exertion  to 
send  some  during  day. 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


I^OCOTALIGO,  December  9.  1864 — 12  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Savannah  : 

About  9  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  ten  or  twelve  guns 
on  the  l  ailroad  between  Tullifinny  trestle  and  Coosawhatchie,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  it  up  by  an  infantry  attack.  We  still  hold  the  road,  and  the  fire 
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has  slackened.  General  Robertson  is  commanding  therein  person.  If 
Generals  Chesnut’s  and  Young’s  [troops]  can  possibly  be  spared  for  a 
few  days  I  respectfully  urge  that  1  be  allowed  to  keep  them.  They,  or 
some  other  troops,  are  absolutely  essential  to  hold  this  road. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General. 


Savannah,  December  9, 1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

In  addition  to  General  Young’s  men,  which  I  ordered  you  to  take, 
apply  to  General  Chesnut  to  send  you  the  500  men  which  I  ordered 
from  him  to  Savannah. 

W.  J.  HARDEE. 


POCOTALIGO,  December  9,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Savannah  : 

The  enemy  kept  up  heavy  artillery  fire  on  railroad  from  9  this  morn¬ 
ing,  occasionally  engaging  with  their  infantry.  About  4.30  this  evening 
they  made  vigorous  attack,  and  after  two  hours  and  a  half  hard  fighting 
were  repulsed.  Their  efibrt  to  get  possession  of  the  road  seems  more 
determined  and  persistent,  and  I  apprehend  the  attack  will  be  renewed 
to-night  or  in  the  morning.  Have  ordered  up  a  part  of  Ohesnut’s  force 
and  Young’s  dismounted  men. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General. 


POCOTALIGO,  December  9^  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

Capt.  H.  W.  Feilden, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G^ieral^  Charleston: 

The  enemy  renewed  the  attack  vigorously  near  Ooosawhatchie  about 
4.30  o’clock  this  evening,  and  after  two  hours  and  a  half  hard  fighting 
were  repulsed.  Hurry  forward  any  troops  coming  this  way. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General. 


Ooosawhatchie,  December  9y  1864 — 9.25  a.  m. 
Major  Stringfellow  : 

The  enemy  opened  their  batteries  on  the  railroad  about  9  o’clock. 
Nearly  all  the  shells  fall  short.  I  am  just  starting  to  that  side,  leaving 
General  Gartrell  in  command  here. 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON. 


'  Ooosawhatchie,  December  9y  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

Enemy  seems  to  have  halted  as  uncertain  in  hismovement.  Nothing 
but  desultory  cannonading.  There  is  a  large  extent  of  railroad  un¬ 
guarded,  and  I  have  not  force  sufficient  to  protect  it.  Enemy  reported 
cutting  roaa  parallel  to  the  railroad. 

B.  11.  ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier- General. 
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COOSAWHATCHIE,  December  1864 — 3.45  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

The  enemy  are  i3ressii)g  my  men  about  one  mile  from  Ooosawhatcliie. 
I  have  nothing  to  defend  it  there  but  the  Fifth  Georgia  and  a  regiment 
,  of  reserves.  General  Young  informs  me  that  General  Hardee  has 
ordered  all  the  troops  from  Grahamville  to  Savannah. 

B.  H.  BOBERTSON, 

Brigadier-  GeneraU 


COOSAWHATCHIE,  [December]  9,  1864 — o  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Our  men  are  fighting  splendid ;  I  think  we  will  hold  the  road. 

B.  H.  KOBER'I  SO^^, 

Brigadier- General. 


COOSAWHATCHIE,  December  9,  1864—5.40  p.  m. 
Major  Stringfellow: 

The  enemy  has  been  signally  repulsed  in  every  attempt  to  get  pos¬ 
session  of  the  railroad  after  two  hours  and  a  half  hard  fighting,  in 
which  the  enemy  lost  considerable  ground.  Everything  is  again  ouiet. 
The  extent  of  casualties  not  yet  known,  owing  to  the  inaccessible 
nature  of  the  ground.  Among  the  wounded  is  Brigadier-General  Gar- 
trell:  not  dangerously. 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON^. 


COOSAWHATCHIE,  December  9,  1864 — 6.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Jones: 

One  of  enemy’s  guns  is  still  shelling  the  Railroad.  Would  it  not  be 
well  to  send  the  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  to  Coosawhatchie?  I  would 
like  to  get  together  the  guns  of  the  different  batteries  now  silenced. 
Can  I  take  the  guns  from  Grahamville  and  Bee’s  Creek  which  belong 
to  Stuart’s  battery? 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON. 


COOSAWHATCHIE,  December  9^  1864 — 9.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Jones: 

Send  Webb’s  20-pounder  Parrotts  to  reiiort  before  daylight  to  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Young  at  the  left  of  my  line  The  enemy  must  be  driven 
from  his  breast-works  if  possible.  Have  you  any  more  artillery  that 
you  can  send  ? 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 


Grahamville,  December  <?,  1864 — 2.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Eleven  vessels  of  enemy  lying  off  our  front.  Kirk’s  squadron  cannot 
be  spared  without  endangering  the  entire  line.  Young’s  command  and 
60  R  R — VOL  XL IV 
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500  militia  are  at  depot  awaiting  a  locomotive  to  move ;  General  Har¬ 
dee  lias  ordered  them  to  Savaimali.  Have  telegraphed  to  know  if 
they  can  be  sent  to  you.  - 

JAS.  CHESNUT, 
Brigadier -General. 


Grahamville,  Decemoer  9,  1864^5.20  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Colonel  Griffin  with  500  militia  has  just  started  for  Ooosawhatchie. 
General  Young  will  follow  with  his  command. 

JAS.  CHESIs'UT,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Charleston,  December  10,  1864. 

(Keceived  11.30  11th.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Telegraphic  and  railroad  communication  interrupted  beyond  Savan¬ 
nah  Eiver;  supposed  by  enemy’s  forces. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Sister’s  Ferry,  December  10, 1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

Lieutenant:  Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  has  been  received. 
Our  forces  are  moving  down  the  river,  as  the  general  has  directed, 
leaving  a  picket  at  each  of  the  ferries  as  we  pass  them.  General  An¬ 
derson’s  men  have  been  sent  lower  down  this  morning.  As  the  rest  of 
the  stragglers  and  detaclmients  from  the  general’s  corps  are  collected, 
we  will  send  them  on  to  a  point  lower  down  and  keep  opposite  to  you. 
Most  of  the  forage  below  this  point  has  been  already  consumed,  but 
above  there  is  an  abundance.  Our  forces  number  about  500  men  now. 
To-morrow  we  will  no  doubt  have  more,  as  we  have  heard  that  there 
are  about  500  of  your  command  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  haVe  sent  for 
them.  Colonel  Colcock  is  absent  just  at  this  time  from  headquarters. 
When  he  returns  will  reply  more  fiilly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  COLCOCK, 

Ad  pliant. 

The  couriers  to  General  Hardee  went  through  from  Grahamville,  S. 
C.,  and  would  not  report  to  this  point,  therefore  cannot  say  if  they 
have  returned;  but  as  communication  was  not  interrupted  up  to  10 
o’clock  yesterday,  presume  they  have. 


Circular.]  In  the  Field,  December  10,  1864. 

Soldiers !  While  you  have  been  engaged  gallantly  fighting  the  enemy 
a  band  of  thieves  and  stragglers  have  spread  over  the  country  robbing 
and  insulting  the  wives  and  cliildren  of  your  brother  soldiers  who  are 
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opposing  the  invaders  upon  other  fields.  These  soldiers  expect  pro¬ 
tection  from  you,  and  I  appeal  to  every  officer  and  soldier  of  this  com¬ 
mand  to  assist  in  arresting  and  bringing  to  justice  these  depredators, 
who  claim  to  belong  to  the  command,  and  by  their  conduct  are  bring¬ 
ing  disgrace  upon  you  and  distress  upon  citizens,  the  families  of  com¬ 
rades  in  arms. 

JOS.  WIIEELEE, 

Major-  General. 


Charleston,  December  10,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Pocotaligo : 

When  plans  lor  proposed  attack  shall  have  been  completed  notify 
me  of  the  fact,  as  I  may  be  able  to  send  you  500  more  troops. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General. 


Pocotaligo,  December  10, 1864 — 5.15  p.  m. 

Capt.  H.  W.  Feilden, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Charleston: 

There  has  been  very  little  shelling  of  the  road  to-day  and  some  slight 
picket-firing.  In  other  respects  all  quiet  to-day. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-  General. 


CoosAAVHATCHiE,  December  10,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

The  20-pounder  Parrotts  could  be  very  effective  from  the  battery  here ; 
can  you  not  send  them?  ^ 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


CoosAWHATCHiE,  December  10,  1864 — 12.10. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Nothing  has  transpired  to-day.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  chiefly  occu¬ 
pied  in  felling  trees.  I  have  ordered  our  skirmishers  luished  forward. 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

•  Brigadier-General. 


COOSAWIIATCIIIE,  December  10,  1864— 2.20 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

General  Young  reports  enemy  in  his  intrenchments  one  mile  from 
railroad.  Everything  has  been  quiet  to-day.  I  have  ordered  a  recon¬ 
naissance  on  my  left  and  rear.  Will  report. 


B.  11.  ROBERTSON. 
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Charleston,  December  11^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper,  ^ 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  Hardee  reports  yesterday  from  Savaimali  enemy  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  force  along  Avhole  of  his  main  line.  Skirmishing  and  artillery 
hring  thronghont  the  day.  No  serious  attack  yet.  No  report  received 
from  General  Hood  since  28th  ultimo. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAKl), 

General. 


Charleston,  December  11,  1864. 

(Received  3  a.  m.  12th.) 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

No  further  reports  from  General  Hardee  since  this  morning’s  tele¬ 
gram.  All  quiet  to-day  near  Coosawhatchie.  Preparations  are  being 
made  to  dislodge  enemy  at  that  point. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Confidential.]  Headquarters, 

Savannah^  December  11,  1864. 

Major-General  McLAws, 

Commanding  Division  : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  me  to  say  that  the 
supply  of  ammunition  at  this  place  is  limited,  especially  for  artillery, 
and  desires  that  you  take  measures  to  prevent  the  useless  waste  of  it. 
He  wishes  you  to  impress  upon  your  commanding  officers  the  necessity 
for  economy,  and  to  instruct  them  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  firing. 
Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


December  11,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Colonel  :  The  enemy  have  little  or  no  cavalry  in  my  front.  As  far 
as  can  be  ascertained  they  have  a  considerable  force  of  infantry.  They 
are  encamped  near  a  creek  and  beyond  it  from  us.  The  creek  can  only 
be  crossed  on  the  bridge,  in  consequence  of  swamps  on  either  side.  I 
dismounted  a  portion  of  the  command  and  tried  to  drive  them  off,  but 
they  are  too  strong.  The  camp  has  the  appearance  of  at  least  a 
brigade.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  accurately  their  force.  Pickets  have 
been  exchanging  shots  with  them  occasionally  during  the  morning. 
Small  arms  can  be  distinctly  heard  in  direction  of  Savannah. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOS.  H.  LEWIS, 

Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Savamiaky  Ga.,  December  11,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  W^heeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  asks  your  si)ecial  attention 
to  the  matter  of  picketing  the  Savannah  River  from  the  railroad  bridge 
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to  the  city.  The  enemy  have  captured  some  flats  on  the  island  planta¬ 
tions,  and  may  cross  and  strike  onr  line  of  communication  between 
Screven’s  Ferry  and  Hardeeville.  The  general  thinks  there  should  be 
1,000  men  on  this  service.  He  has  dispatched  Brigadier-General  An¬ 
derson  on  the  subject,  but  does  not  know  whether  his  dispatch  has 
been  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Savannah^  December  jfl,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  is  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  may 
cross  the  Savannah  Biver  between  the  railroad  bridge  and  the  city  on 
flats  captured  on  the  island  plantations  and  get  on  his  line  of  communi¬ 
cation.  He  considers  it  important  to  provide  against  such  a  contin¬ 
gency,  and  desires  you  to  transfer  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river  a  suffi¬ 
cient  force  to  protect  his  left  flank.  He  also  thinks  it  best  that  you 
should  cross  the  river  and  establish  your  headquarters  at  Hardeeville, 
or  some  other  convenient  locality. 

BesjDectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Columbia,  December  11,  1864. 

President  Davis: 

It  is  to  be  feared  the  force  at  Coosawhatchie  rs  insufficient  to  save 
the  road.  I  have  oTdered  out  all  the  State  forces  that  can  be  spared. 
Cannot  some  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry  from  this  State  be  sent  to  her 
assistance?  The  loss  of  that  road  will  isolate  Savannah. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 


(Charleston,  December  11,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

General  Hardee  applies  for  two  of  your  Georgia  regiments  to  re-enforce 
or  support  him.  It  is  essential  that  yoii  should  dislodge  enemy  in  your 
front  soon  as  possible. 

G.  T.  BEAIJBEGABD, 

General, 


Charleston,  December  11,  1864 — 2.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones: 

For  [sic]  movements  additional  troops  could  be  withdrawn  from  Gen¬ 
eral  C[hesnut]  by  having  trains  ready  to  carry  them  to  and  1‘rom 
G[rahamville].  Beware  of  deserters,  and  make  use  of  false  rumors  to 
conceal  your  operations. 


G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 
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Charleston,  Becemher  11^  1864 — 6  j).  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones: 

Should  enemy  begin  to  retire  from  your  front  send  re-enforcements 
called  for  by  General  Hardee  and  to  lines  of  Fourth  and  Fifth  Sub- 
Districts,  especially  the  latter  j  in  that  event  call  in  time  for  transporta¬ 
tion. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 

General^  Commanding, 


POCOTALIGO,  December  if,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston : 

My  engineer  officer  reports  enemy  strongly  intrenched,  both  flanks 
and  rear  of  works  protected  by  thickly  wooded  swamp.  I  cannot  col¬ 
lect  more  than  1,200  good  infantry  for  the  attack,  and  I  have  not  yet 
reliable  information  of  their  numerical  strength.  Chesnut  reports 
transport  with  troops  passed  down  by  Hazzard’s  Point  this  morning; 
thinks  they  are  going  to  Red  Bluff  or  New  River  bridge.  I  have 
directed  him  to  send  guard  there.  General  Young  has  gone  to  Hardee- 
ville;  says  General  Hardee  ordered  him  to  take  command  of  all  cav¬ 
alry  on  this  side  of  Savannah  River.  That  interferes  with  brigade 
organization  here  and  I  have  ordered  him  back. 

SAM.  JONES, 

.  ,  ^  Major-General. 


CoosAWHATCHiE,  Deeemher  11,  1864 — 1.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Jones: 

The  enemy  is  reported  throwing  out  skirmishers  down  the  Coosaw- 
hatchie  River,  with  his  right  a  lew  hundred  yards  below  the  county 
bridge.  I  have  made  the  proper  disposition  to  meet  him. 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 

A  cipher  telegram  from  Charleston  needs  attention.  What  you  have 
to  do  must  be  executed  at  once  or  a  considerable  part  of  your  means 
will  be  taken  away. 

c.  s.  s. 


CoosAWiiATCHiE,  December  11,  1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

The  enemy  was  only  establishing  a  i)icket  along  the  river.  When  is 
General  Taliaferro  coming? 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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POCOTALIGO,  December  11,  1864 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Brig.  Geii.  James  Ohesnut, 

Grahamville : 

So  far  as  yet  known  position  of  enemy  same  as  yesterday  evening. 
Pickets  ill  your  front  and  toward  Bluffton  must  be  on  alert,  and  give 
earliest  information  of  any  movement  of  enemy  in  that  direction.  Send 
without  delay  by  special  courier  return  showing  name  of  each  organiza¬ 
tion  and  its  commander,  and  the  efiective  strength  of  each. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-General. 


Grahamville,  December  11,  1864 — 2.45  p.  m. 
General  Samuel  Jones: 

My  pickets  report  that  a  transport  with  troops  passed  Hazzard’s 
Point  this  morning,  going  down  the  river.  I  think  it  well  to  look  to 
New  Biver  bridge  and  Red  Bluff*;  will  make  dispositions  to  that  end, 
if  you  approve.  Please  answer  at  once. 

JAS.  OHESNUT,  Jr. 


Augusta,  December  12,  1864. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale: 

The  telegraph  having  been  cut  we  get  nothing  from  Savannah.  A 
dispatch  from  Wheeler  gives  copy  of  enemy^s  order  for  the  line  of  in¬ 
vestment  around  Savannah.  It  is  about  eight  miles  from  the  city,  and 
was  to  have  been  reached  on  9th. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Charleston,  December  12,  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.45  13th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  reports  enemy  developed  in  strong  force 
along  his  entire  front  yesterday,  and  that  he  has  been  compelled  to 
extend  his  lines.  He  asks  for  immediate  re-enforcements. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  12,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  McLaws, 

Commandinfj,  cPc.,  Telfair  House: 

General:  Yours  of  9  p.  m.,  inclosing  a  dispatch  from  Brigadier- 
General  Mercer,  has  been  received,  and  I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee  to  say,  in  reply,  that,  in  case  of  an  attack  on  General 
Mercer’s  right,  he  hopes  you  will  be  able  to  give  him  more  assistance 
than  that  indicated  in  your  dispatch.  His  impression  is  that  you  have 
the  Eighteenth  Georgia  Regulars  in  reserve.  The  general  considers  it 
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luiadvisable  to  witlidraw  Miller’s  company  from  Thunderbolt.  Upon 
consultation  with  the  engineers  it  has  been  decided  that  neither  of  the 
canal  bridges  would  bear  the  weight  of  the  Blakely  gun,  and  Colonel 
Jones  has  sent  you  two  field  pieces  from  Hamilton’s  battalion  instead. 
Four  of  the  rockets  required  have  been  sent  to  you,  and  the  remainder 
will  be  taken  by  the  bearer  of  this  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Ceneral  Field  Ordeus,  )  Hdqrs.  McLaws’  Division, 

No.  1.  i  Telfair  Place,  December  12,  1864. 

I.  The  staff*  of  the  major-general  commanding  is  announced  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Maj.  J.  S.  Williams,  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  R.  W.  B. 
Elliott,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Capt.  M.  P.  King,  assistant  inspec¬ 
tor-general;  Capt.  G.  B.  Lamar,  aide  de-camp  and  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Capt.  A.  Huguenin,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  J.  A.  Max¬ 
well,  acting  chief  artillery  and  ordnance;  Surg.  John  D.  Patton,  chief 
surgeon  division;  Capt.  N.  B.  Brov  n,  chief  quartermaster. 

II.  The  headquarters  of  the  division  are  for  the  present  located  at 
Telfair  Place. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws: 

R.  W.  B.  ELLIOTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  December  12,  1864. 

Governor  Bonham, 

Columbia,  8.  C. : 

Yours  of  the  11th  instant  received.  I  have  for  some  time  realized  the 
importance  of  adding  veteran  troops  to  the  force  assembled  to  resist 
Sherman,  and  have  corresponded  with  General  Lee  on  the  subject. 
The  recent  operations  of  the  enemy  have  increased  the  previously  en¬ 
tertained  estimate  of  the  danger  of  detaching  troops  from  the  Army  of 
Virginia.  My  anxiety  will  render  me  prompt  to  respond  to  your  re¬ 
quest  should  it  become  practicable  to  do  so,  and  General  Lee  will  in  no 
degree  withhold  any  further  assistance  which  he  can  give  consistently 
with  the  safety  of  his  position. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


PocoTALiGG,  December  12,  1864. 

General  B.  Bragg, 

Auffusta  : 

General  Jones  is  ont  inspecting  his  lines  in  front.  Will  deliver  your 
dispatch  on  his  return.  General  Beauregard  is  in  Charleston.  No  news 
from  Savannah  to-day.  Enemy  reported  to  have  burned  trestle  at  Sa¬ 
vannah  River  yesterday.  Heavy  cannonading  heard  here.  The  route 
to  Savannah  by  Hardeeville  and  Screven’s  Ferry  was  open  last  evening, 
and  I  presume  is  still.  Enemy  still  in  our  immediate  front  in  force. 
Respectful  Iv, 

CHAS.  S.  STRTNGFELLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Charleston,  December  1864. 

General  Sam.  Jones: 

Have  rice  fields,  as  ordered,  been  overflowed?  Send  a  reliable  officer 
to  break  and  destroy  tbe  roads  to  tbe  Savannah  Eiver  through  the  rice 
fields.  He  can  get  negro  labor  from  planters. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Charleston,  December  12^  1864. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

If  the  enemy  be  too  strongly  fortified  in  your  front  to  be  dislodged 
complete  your  own  intrenchments,  and  send  at  once  re-enforcements  to 
New  River,  Red  Bluff,  and  points  east  of  Screven’s  Ferry  Causeway 
where  enemy  might  land.  Your  action  relative  to  General  Young  must 
be  referred  to  General  Hardee. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Charleston,  December  12,  1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown’s  detachment  and  battery  are  sent  for 
attack,  if  it  takes  i)lace;  otherwise,  to  replace  for  forty-eight  hours 
troops  you  may  have  sent  to  protect  imiiits  on  New  River. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Charleston,  December  12^  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

The  boats  are  completed  only  for  rowing.  No  track  has  even  [been] 
made  for  pontoon,  nor  can  lumber  be  had  without  delay.  Will  send 
boats  and  oars  as  ferries  unless  I  hear  further.  If  lumber  can  be  had 
will  forward.  All  well. 

W.  H.  ECHOLS, 

Major j  drc. 


Hardeeville,  December  12,  1864. 

(Received  10.55  j).  m.) 

Miijor-General  Jones: 

There  is  a  guard  of  fifty  men  at  the  bridge;  the  bildge  has  been 
destroyed.  A  party  of  Yankees  from  Sherman’s  army  landed  at  Hay¬ 
ward’s  x>lantation  to-day;  destroyed  some  houses,  and  scouts  report 
they  have  gone.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  most  im])ortant  jdace 
just  now.  Can  you  send  some  trooi)s  here,  with  some  artillery?  Sher¬ 
man  must  be  aware  that  our  only  communication  with  Savannah  is  by 
Screven’s  Ferry.  He  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  cut  it;  I  believe  he  is 
doing  it  now.  If  my  ox)inion  is  worth  anything  I  sliould  say  intrench 
where  you  are,  and  come  here  with  all  that  can  be  si)ared.  I  hoi)e  you 


954 


[Chap.  LVI. 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA. 

will  urge  upon  tlie  railroad  men  the  necessity  of  keeping  at  least  two 
trains  this  side  Coosawhatchie.  If  I  had  an  engine  I  would  run  up  and 
have  a  talk  with  you.  I  will  execute  your  orders  at  once. 

Most  respectfully, 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Col.  John  B.  Sale: 


Augusta,  December  13,  1864. 


I  go  to  Charleston  to-morrow  to  see  General  Beauregard,  at  his 
request.  He  has  assigned  me  to  duty. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Richmond,  Va.,  December  13, 1864. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston,  S.  C. : 

I  have  anxiously  desired  to  send  re-enforcements,  but  events  have 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  add  to  those  forwarded  some  time  since. 
Should  a  change  of  circumstances  render  it  possible  to  do  more  no 
time  will  be  lost  in  doing  so.  Should  the  enemy’s  fleet  be  detached  for 
operations  against  Savannah  the  opportunity  will  be  presented  for  our 
squadron  at  Charleston  to  assume  the  offensive,  and  perhaps  to  destroy 
his  depot  at  Port  Royal. 

JEFFN  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  December  13,  1864. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 

Your  last  dispatch  Avas  communicated  to  General  Lee.  He  replies 
as  follows: 

Every  available  man  at  the  South  slionid  now  be  sent  to  Savannah.  As  long  as 
Grant  retains  his  present  force  here  I  do  not  think  this  army  (Northern  Virginia) 
can  be  weakened.  If  he  withdraws  an.A^  part  I  can  detach  proportionately.  If  the 
Department  thinks  otherwise  I  will  send  whatever  it  directs. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Charleston,  Decemoer  13,  1864 — 9.15  p.  m. 

(Received  9.20  14th.) 


General  S.  Cooper  : 


General  Hardee  reports  to-day  from  Savannah  enemy  felt  his  lines 
sharply  Saturday  and  Sunday,  but  was  comparati\"ely  quiet  yesterday 
and  lias  made  no  serious  demonstration  to-day.  A  battery  oiiened  yes¬ 
terday  on  Fort  McAllister,  and  Major  Anderson  expected  to  be  attacked 
to-day  by  a  column  along  right  bank  of  Ogeechee.  General  Jones 
reports  nothing  iicay  on  line  of  Savannah  railroad.  No  reports  from 
General  Hood  since  the  28th  ultimo. 

BEAUREGARD, 

Gtmeral. 
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Charleston,  S.  C.,  Decemher  13,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Savannah,  Ga. : 

About  450  men  will  be  sent  you  to-day  with  instructions  to  General 
Jones  to  divert  them,  if  necessary,  to  defenses  of  New  Eiver  and  those 
east  of  Screven’s  Ferry  Causeway.  These  re-enforcements  are  the  last 
you  and  Jones,  who  is  subject  to  your  orders,  can  hope  for.  Keep  your¬ 
self  well  advised,  through  staff  officers  and  otherwise,  of  his  ability  to 
hold  your  communication,  for  Savannah  must  be  held  oidy  so  long  as  is 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  its  garrison. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Savannah,  Decemher  13,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  to-day  in  regard  to  communicating  with 
Fort  McAllister  reached  me  this  evening.  Prior  to  its  reception  a  tele¬ 
gram  had  been  received  from  Beaulieu  announcing  the  fall  of  the  fort. 
It  was  carried  by  assault  near  sundown,  after  severe  and  continuous 
fighting  throughout  the  day.  A  subsequent  dispatch  from  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  at  Rosedew  states  that  a  cominunication  by  signal  had 
been  received  from  Fort  McAllister,  without  signature,  reporting  the 
loss  of  the  work  and  representing  the  officers  unhurt,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Morrison,  reported  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  C.  ANDERSON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  13,  1864. 

Majj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler: 

I  am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  to  repeat  that  he  con¬ 
siders  it  important  that  a  force  of  your  command  should  be  promptly 
transferred  to  the  vicinity  of  Hardeeville  for  the  security  of  that  depot 
and  to  protect  his  line  of  communication,  which  may  be  threatened 
fi’om  New  River  as  well  as  from  the  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PuRYSiHTRG.  Decemher  13,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Co m m  a  nding  Ca  ra  Iry  Corps  : 

I  have  received  your  request  of  this  day’s  date  to  cross  troo])S  of  your 
command  over  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister’s  Ferry.  J  will  proceed 
promptly  and  effect  tlie  object  of  your  request. 

V ery  respectfully, 

W  W.  HUNTER, 

Flag  Officer. 
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^  Charleston,  December  13^  1861 — 1  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

Your  attention  is  specially  called  again  to  safety  of  defenses  on  Yew 
River  and  east  of  the  Screven’s  Ferry  Causeway ;  they  are  as  essential 
to  safety  of  forces  in  Savannah  as  the  position  you  now  hold.  Send  in 
time  [to]  those  points  any  re-enforcements  required  to  hold  them; 
about  450  men  are  being  sent  to-day  to  General  Hardee;  you  are  au¬ 
thorized  to  divert  them  to  those  points  if  necessary. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


COOSAWHATCHIE,  December  13,  1864. 

Major  Stringfellow  : 

There  is  no  change  in  immediate  front.  Enemy  is  very  busy  cutting 
an  avenue  from  his  battery  on  his  extreme  left  to  command  the  railroad 
just  below  this  point.  He  was,  I  think,  hauling  heavy  guns  last  night, 
from  the  noise  and  the  urging  on  of  animals  heard  all  night.  It  is  too 
foggy  to  observe  the  number  of  vessels. 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Brigadier- General. 


CoosAWHATCniE,  Demw&er  13,  1864. 

Major  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

The  enemy  are  shelling  the  Dawson  Bluff  battery  and  the  railroad 
in  vicinity  of  these  headquarters  from  a  battery  on  Gregory’s  Neck. 
Send  an  engineer  to  strengthen  the  works  at  Dawson  Bluff  at  once. 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


POCOTALIGO,  December  13,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Taliaferro, 

CoosaivJiatchie : 

General  Young  has  just  telegraphed  that  the  enemy  has  crossed  the 
river  at  Taylor’s,  and  are  eight  miles  of  Red  Bluff.  Send  the  men  and 
the  three  pieces  of  artillery  to  Hardeeville,  and  notify  General  Young. 
By  order : 

CHAS.  S.  STRINGFELLOW, 

Assista^it  Adjutant-  General. 


Grahamville,  December  13^  1864. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Fleet  report:  One  ship  of  the  liue,  one  steam  frigate,  one  sloop  of  war, 
one  cutter,  four  gun-boats,  eight  armed  vessels,  forty-six  sail  transports, 
one  ocean  steamer,  five  river  and  tug  boats;  total  transports,  fifty-two; 
grand  total,  vsixty.  The  river  boats  actively  plying  among  the  fleet  off 
Hilton  Head;  four  schooners  going  seaward,  no  troops  aboard.  No 
boats  passed  down  Broad  River  this  a.  m. 

R.  J.  BROWNFIELD, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 
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Grahamville,  December  13j  1864. 

General  Jones: 

Brigadier- General  Young  asks  for  100  men  and  a  section  of  artillery 
to  attack  some  men  who  have  landed  on  Huger^s  and  Eiitledge’s  plan¬ 
tations,  on  Savannah  Eiver.  I  earnestly  request  that  you  send  Captain 
Heyward’s  company  of  cavalry  and  section  of  horse  artillery  now  with 
General  Taliaferro.  Please  answer. 

JAS  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Eioht  Miles  from  Purysblro  Crossino, 

December  13j  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

General  Samuel  Jones: 

The  enemy  have  crossed  the  river  at  Taylor’s  plantation,  within  eight 
miles  of  Bed  Bluff.  Let  the  troops  come  at  once,  with  any  train  you 
can  get,  and  as  many  more  troops  as  you  can  spare.  The  enemy  have 
cavalry. 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hardeeville,  December  13,  1864 — 10.30  p.  in. 
General  Samuel  Jones: 

Just  returned  from  Taylor’s  and  Rutledge’s  plantations.  The  enemy, 
with_a  small  force,  had  crossed  to  the  mainland.  We  easily  drove  them 
off  There  is  a  force,  I  think  small,  on  Argyle  Island  yet.  I  will  drive 
them  off  to-morrow  if  I  can. 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG, 

Brigadier- General. 


Charleston,  December  13,  1864. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

Am  trying  to  get  the  Napoleons  for  you. 


C.  K.  HUGER, 

Major,  Ac. 


«  Charleston,  December  14, 1864. 

(Received  15th.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

By  telegram  received  to-day  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  reports  that 
enemy  carried  Fort  McAllister  by  assault  yesterday  afternoon,  and  is 
making  preparation  to  attack  Rosedew  in  reverse.  His  scouts  report 
an  increase  in  number  of  steamers  and  sail  vessels  about  Fort  Pulaski 
and  of  the  force  on  Tybee  Island.  All  (piiet  about  Coosawhatchie. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General, 
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Eichmond,  Va.j  December  14,  1864. 

Col.  J.  0.  Ives, 

Aide-de-  Camp : 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and  report  to  General  Beaure¬ 
gard.  Your  familiarity  with  the  defenses  and  localities  now  threatened 
by  the  enemy  will  be  of  service  to  him.  You  will  keep  me  advised 
from  there,  either  by  telegraph  or  mail,  of  what  is  transpiring  in  that 
quarter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

Eo.  9.  \  Savannah,  December  14,  1864. 

#**#*## 

III.  Major-General  Wheeler  is  charged  with  the  defense  of  the  line 
east  of  Screven’s  Ferry  Causeway  and  along  New  Eiver  to  Hardeeville. 
Eeports  connected  with  the  defense  of  that  line  will  be  made  to  these 
headquarters,  and  also  to  Major-General  Jones,  commanding  on  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad. 

By  order  of  LieutenantJjeneral  Hardee : 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hardeeville,  December  14,  1864—6.45  p.  m. 
General  Samuel  Jones: 

There  are  a  good  many  of  the  enemy  on  Argyle  Island;  several  hun¬ 
dred  can  be  seen.  They  are  running  all  the  rice  mills  on  the  island.  •  I 
intended  to  go  down  and  attack  them  all  along  the  line  wdth  artillery 
and  sharpshooters  to-morrow.  I  will  not  be  able  to  do  much  if  you 
take  away  the  section  you  ordered  me  to  send  back;  it  was  six  miles 
off  when  I  got  the  order,  but  it  is  coming  back,  and  will  leave  here  by 
10  o’clock,  unless  you  permit  me  to  retain  it  for  two  days.  W^e  skir¬ 
mished  a  little  to-day.  The  enemy  were  at  Chisholm’s  plantation,  two 
miles  from  railroad  bridge.  I  could  use  twelve  pieces  to  great  advan¬ 
tage  to-morrow  if  I  had  them.  Answer. 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Charleston,  December  15,  1864. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Military  Secretary,  Richmond  : 

My  services  not  being  longer  needed  in  this  department  I  shall  leave 
this  evening  for  WJlmington  and  resume  my  command.  Sherman  has 
opened  communication  with  his  new  base  by  the  Ogeechee.  The  means 
to  meet  him  do  not  exceed  one-half  the  estimate  in  yours  of  the  7th 
instant.  Notify  Mrs.  B.  of  iny  retui  n,  and  wish  for  her  and  Major 
Cuthbert  to  join  me  in  Wilmington,  the  latter  temporarily. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
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Charleston,  December  15, 1864. 

(Keceived  12  p.  m.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

If  enemy  take  Savannah  it  is  evident  that  by  using  the  river  as  a 
base  he  may  cut  the  Augusta  railroad  at  many  points,  and  Charleston 
would  then  become  soon  after  untenable.  1  have  ordered  river 
obstructed  at  many  points. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


CharlestclN,  December  15,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Ge7ieral: 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  has  nothing  new  to  report  to  day.  There 
are  5,000  prisoners  at  Thomasville,  Ga.,  that  should  be  removed  to 
Andersonville.  Will  you  please  give  the  necessary  orders. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charleston,  December  15.^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  Hardee  reports  at  Savannah,  on  9th,  his  effectives  of  all  arms 
at  about  10,000.  General  Jones  reports  from  Pocotaligo,  on  12th,  his 
effectives  of  all  arms  at  about  5,500.  There  is  no  report  from  General 
Wheeler,  but  his  forces  must  be  about  3,000. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

.  General. 


Charleston,  December  15,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  Beauregard  has  ordered  rations  for  15,000  men  for  sixty  days 
to  be  collected  in  Charleston.  Am  informed  de^iot  commissary  has  on 
hand  500,000  pounds  of  sugary  large  portion  ordered  to  Richmond. 
In  present  deficiency  of  meat  rations  cannot  the  sugar  be  detained 
here  for  General  Hardee ! 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charleston,  December  15,  1864. 

(Received  12  p.  m.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

My  instructions  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  are  based  on  the  fact 
that,  having  no  army  of  relief  to  look  to,  it  is  more  important,  after 
proper  resistance,  to  save  our  troops  and  material  than  to  sacrifice  all 
by  too  i)rotracted  defense.  I  desire  being  informed  if  these  instruc¬ 
tions  are  approved  by  the  War  Department,  and  are  ai)plicable  to 
Charleston  as  well  as  Savannah. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General, 
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Savannah,  December  15^  1864. 

(Via  Hardeeville  16th.) 

His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Sherman  has  secured  a  water  base,  and  Foster,  who  is  already  nearly 
on  my  communications,  can  be  safely  and  expeditiously  re-enforced. 
Unless  assured  that  force  sufficient  to  keep  open  my  communications 
can  be  sent  me,  1  shall  be  compelled  to  evacuate  Savannah. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  15^  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Savannah^  Ga. : 

Under  no  circumstances  must  you  be  cut  off  from  junction  of  your 
forces  with  those  of  General  Jones;  the  safety  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina  depends  upon  the  results. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Charleston,  December  15.,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

Should  there  be  no  works  at  Tunbridge  and  Mongan’s  Landings,  east 
of  Screven’s  Ferry  Causeway,  have  them  erected  forthwith.  Eille  pits 
and  batteries  for  two  field  pieces  might  answer  for  the  present.  Have 
creeks  leading  [to]  them  obstructed  with  oak  trees  or  piles  and  torpe¬ 
does.  Colonel  Clarke,  engineer,  can  inform  you. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Izardh  Place,  Savannah  River: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  3.30  p.  m.  has  been  received,  and  I  am 
directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  to  say,  in  reply,  that  Ferguson’s 
brigade  had  better  be  sent  over  at  once.  If  the  need  of  it  should  prove 
to  be  greater  on  the  left  than  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  it  can  be 
returned  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  December  15,  1864 — 10.15  p.  m. 
General  Wheeler: 

General:  The  enemy  is  reported  at  Verard’s  plantation  in  consid- 
able  force.  It  is  all  important  they  should  be  driven  from  that  position 
without  [delay].  For  this  purpose  take  any  portion  of  the  command 
you  destined  for  this  side  of  the  river. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters  (Javalry  Command, 

On  Xorfh  Banlx  Sacannah  Fiver ,  OuerarcVs  House^ 

December  iJ, 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  : 

Lieutenant:  I  liave  tlie  lionor  to  report  to  the  inajor-.£»'eneral  eoin- 
niaiiding  the  state  of  the  forces  under  my  command.  I  inclose  a  gen¬ 
eral  order  which  I  issued  this  afternoon  defining  the  position  of  eacli 
portion  of  the  troops.  Colonel  Colcock  has  since  come  in  and  reports 
that  but  one  of  his  companies  has  come  from  the  terries  above  the 
railroad  bridge;  the  other  companies  have  remained,  owing  to  an 
order  from  a  major  claiming  to  belong  to  General  Bragg’s  staff,  who 
ordered  them  to  remain  to  keep  up  a  courier  line.  Thus  Colonel  Col¬ 
cock  is  now  commQjnding  thirty  men  of  the  South  Carolina  reserve 
troops  and  1G5  Kentuckians  of  Lewis’  brigade,  under  Major  Mynheir; 
Colonel  Bird  is  commanding  my  brigade,  with  an  effective  force  of  not 
exceeding  200  men,  and  Captain  Eve  commands  130  men  of  General 
Young’s  brigade.  With  these  500  men  I  have  a  river  front  to  guard  of 
thirty  miles,  every  foot  of  which  is  accessible  to  the  enemy  in  the  rice 
flats  they  are  using  upon  the  river.  The  consequence  is  that  nearly 
every  man  is  upon  picket  duty  every  day,  and  no  force  is  left  to  re-en¬ 
force  the  pickets  when  they  are  driven  in.  If  the  three  companies  of 
Colonel  Colcock’s  regiment,  the  Third  South  Carolina,  and  the  Eighth 
and  Tenth  Confederate  Eegiments,  of  my  brigade,  all  of  whom  are  now 
dismounted  and  in  the  trenches  around  Savannah,  could  be  transferred 
to  this  side,  the  force  would  be  more  adequate  to  the  work  to  be  ])er- 
formed.  As  it  is,  I  dislike  very  much  being  responsible  for  a  position 
such  as  this,  and  most  earnestly  ask  to  be  re-enforced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

K.  H.  AKDE'ESOK, 
Brigadier-  General^  Comman  dt  ng. 

r.  S. — Lieutenant:  Your  dispatch  from  Beech  Hill  just  received. 
Please  ask  the  general  commanding  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  present 
assignment  leaves  130  of  General  Young’s  men  under  my  command, 
which  he  only  let  me  have  by  courtesy,  and  can  take  away  when  he 
pleases.  There  will  be  two  companies  of  my  command  under  General 
Young  and  one  section  of  artillery — the  artillery  and  one  company  at 
Bed  Bluff,  and  one  company  at  Bluffton. 

[Iiiclosiirc.] 

General  Orders,  ^  Headquarters  Cavalry  Forces, 

No.  —  )  Forth  Batik  of  the  Savannah,  Gnerard\s  Jlonse^ 

December  15,  1861. 

T.  Colonel  Colcock,  Third  South  Carolina,  Cavalry,  will  assume  com¬ 
mand  of  Major  Mynheir’s  detachment,  and,  with  it  and  the  rest  of  his 
command,  will  perform  tlie  following  duty:  He  will,  after  leaving  a 
small  picket  at  each  of  the  ferries  above  the  railroad,  cover  the  river 
well  and  securely  from  the  railroad  bridge  to  and  including  Heyward’s 
u})peT  place. 

n.  Colonel  Bird  will  with  his  command  cover  the  rivei-  well  and 
securely  from  Smith’s  to  and  including  Moreland’s  ])lace. 

III.  Captain  Eve  will  with  his  command  cover  well  and  securely  the 
river  from  Moreland’s  to  Screven’s  Ferry, 
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The  above  change  will  be  made  successively.  When  Oolcock  relieves 
Colonel  Bird^s  pickets,  above  Heyward’s  upper  place,  Colonel  Bird  will 
relieve  Captain  Eve’s  pickets,  now  above  Moreland’s.  Commanding 
officers  Avill  instruct  their  pickets  not  to  waste  their  ammunition  by 
bring  on  the  enemy  across  the  river,  and  to  keep  themselves  con¬ 
cealed  behind  the  river- bank,  and  make  every  effort  to  prevent  the 
enemy  landing  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

Colonel  Colcock  and  Colonel  Bird  Avill  establish  immediately  a  courier 
line  between  these  and  their  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Anderson : 

W.  W.  GOEDON, 
uissistan t  Adjutant-General. 


Charleston,  December  15,  1S64. 

Mnj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

What  is  cause  of  delay  in  your  attack?  Increase  of  tents  on  Tybee 
Island  may  denote  reduction  of  force  in  your  front.  Can  you  not  feel 
enemy’s  strength  without  exposing  your  proposed  plans? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Savannah,  December  15,  1864. 

(Via  Hardee ville  3.80  ;i.  m.  16th.) 

Major-General  Jones: 

Our  occupation  of  Savannah  depends  on  your  ability  to  hold  the 
railroad.  Whenever  you  are  unable  to  hold  the  road  I  must  evacu¬ 
ate.  You  must  strengthen  your  position  by  throwing  up  Avorks  and 
by  making  strong  abatis.  Inform  me  instantly  if  Foster  is  re-enforced 
by  Sherman  or  otherwise.  I  feel  uneasy  about  my  communications. 

W.  J.  HAEHEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Savannah,  December  16,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

CommandiiKj  Cavalry : 

General  :  In  assigning  Colonel  Colcock  to  the  defense  of  New  Eiver 
it  would  be  well  to  give  him  all  or  as  large  a  part  of  his  regiment  as 
possible.  Three  companies  of  his  regiment  are  here  and  cannot  be 
spared ;  the  remainder  might  be  gotten  together.  If  you  can  get  Col¬ 
onel  Colcock’s  staff'  with  him  I  Avould  be  glad  to  have  you  do  so.  Your 
command  embraces  the  country  betAveen  New  Eiver  and  the  Savannah 
Eiver,  and,  incidentally,  all  other  points  Avhich  may  be  attacked  in  your 
neighborhood. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  serATint, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Li  eu  tenant-  Gene  ra  1. 


Curves’  Place,  December  16,  1864 — 1.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee: 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  just  left  General  Hardee  and  all  the 
other  generals  in  a  council  of  Avar.  My  orders  are  (and  to  give  you  tlie 
same  from  General  Hardee)  to  go  to  work  at  once  and  get  all  the  tiats 


Chap.  LVI.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - CONFEDERATE. 


963 


in  tlie  river  from  the  rice  canals  and  float  them  down  to  Savannah.  I 
told  the  general  it  was  my  intention  to  attack  at  daylight,  but 
he  says  the  attack  is  of  no  importance  when  compared  with  that  of 
getting  the  flats  into  the  river  and  down  to  Savannah .  He  suggested 
that  probably  we  had  not  better  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to 
our  position  until  we  get  the  flats  from  the  canals  into  the  river.  I  will 
be  with  you  by  7  a.  ni.,  and  will  be  most  happy  to  serve  under  your 
command.  General  Hardee  desires  that  we  use  every  man  that  we  can 
to  getting  out  these  flats.  ^ 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  yours,  \  ery  truly, 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG. 


Cheves’  Place,  Four  Miles  from  Screven’s  Ferra, 

Decemher  16,  1864.  (Via  Hardeeville  7  p.  m.  17th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones: 

Did  not  get  your  dispatch  until  early  this  morning,  and  as  I  had  to 
attack  to-day,  could  not  come.  I  was  at  Savannah  last  night  with  a. 
council  of  war.  I  will  come  over  to  have  a  talk  with  you  to-morrow,  if 
liossible.  I  think  there  is  about  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  on  Argyle 
Island.  They  moved  up  this  morning  opi)Osite  Izard’s  i)lace,  and  ap¬ 
peared  as  if  they  were  going  to  cross.  I  attacked  with  artillery  and 
sharpshooters.  They  retired  after  a  warm  little  skirmish.  They  still 
occupy  the  island.  I  will  send  up  Kanapaux’s  section  early  to-morrow 
morning. 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG. 


Charleston,  December  16, 1864. 

Major-General  Jones: 

Colonel  Brown’s  command,  from  Second  and  Third  Sub-Districts,  in¬ 
cluding  battery,  must  return  to-day  if  attack  is  to  take  place  to-morrow. 
You  will  call  for  them  when  immediately  needed.  I  will  be  with  you  at 
about  2  p.  m.  to-day. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAKD, 

General. 


WiLMiNOTON,  Decemher  17,  1864. 

His  Excellency  the  President  : 

After  a  conference  with  General  Beauregard,  I  determined,  as  he  had 
no  duty  to  assign  me,  to  return,  under  the  authority  of  your  disi)atch, 
and  resume  the  command  of  this  department. 

BKAXTON  BKAGG. 


BioHMOND,  December  1.7,  1864. 

General  G.  T.  Beaureoard, 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 

The  spirit  of  your  instructions  to  General  Hardee  relative  to  the 
defense  of  Savannah  is  approved.  It  is  hoped  Savannah  may  be  suc¬ 
cessfully  defended,  but  the  defense  should  not  be  too  ])rotracted  to  the 
sacrifice  of  the  garrison.  Tlie  same  remark  is  applicable  to  Charleston. 
AVemust  rely  upon  your  Judgment  to  make  the  fullest  possible  defense 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  gariason. 

S.  COOPEK, 

Adjutant  and  Disi)eetor  General. 
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Kichmond,  Ya.,  December  17 ,  1864. 

Geueral  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Savannah  j  Ga. : 

Be^^ond  the  force  sent  sometime  since  to  Augusta,  General  Lee  lias 
not  thus  far  found  himself  able  to  detach  troops  from  his  command. 
Should  a  change  of  circumstances  permit  further  aid  to  be  sent  no  time 
will  be  lost.  Whether  General  Beauregard  can  secure  the  communi¬ 
cation  between  Charleston  and  Savannah  in  the  contingency  referred 
to  by  you  he  can  best  inform  you.  Close  observation  will,  I  hope,  ena¬ 
ble  you  to  know  when  the  enemy  shall  send  from  your  front  any  con¬ 
siderable  force,  that  you  may  then  provide  for  the  safety  of  your  com¬ 
munications  and  make  the  dispositions  needful  for  the  preservation  of 
your  army. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


December  17,  1804 — 12  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Commanding.,  Ac.,  at  Gheves^  House: 

1  am  informed  there  is  a  large  canal,  known  as  the  Lawrence 
Canal,  passing  by  Cheves’  farm  and  falling  into  Tunbridge  Creek 
near  the  lauding.  This  canal  should  be  thoroughly  obstructed,  and  pro¬ 
tected  by  infantry  and  artillery  if  necessary.  It  is  possible  that  the 
battery  and  obstructions  at  Tunbridge’s  protect  the  entrance  of  said 
canal.  There  are  several  bad  places  in  the  main  road  froui  Hardee- 
ville  to  your  headquarters;  they  should  be  drained  and  corduroyed 
before  another  rain. 

Kespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


Memorandum  for  location  of  Troops. 


Headquarters, 
iSavannah,  Ga.j  December  18j  1864. 

First.  Smith’s  division  (about  2,000  men),  as  soon  as  it  shall  reach 
Hardeeville,  to  go  to  Augusta  via  Charleston  (transportation  to  be 
provided  beforehand). 

Second.  Wright’s  division  to  be  sent  to  Bobertson’s  district  as  soon 
as  it  shall  reach  Hardeeville,  General  Bobertson  to  report  to  Wright 
temporarily  to  advise  as  to  dispositions  of  the  troops,  and  then  to  be 
assigned  to  the  command  of  Gartrell’s  brigade.  Col.  G.  P.  Harrison  to 
be  assigned  to  a  brigade  wherever  his  regiment  is. 

Third.  McLaws’  division  to  go,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Taliaferro,  to  James  Island  as  soon  as  it  can  be  spared  from  Hardee¬ 
ville. 

Fourth.  Major-General  McLaws  to  relieve  General  Taliahuro  of  his 
present  command  at  Pocotaligo,  and  to  defend  the  line  of  the  Comba- 
hee. 

Fifth.  Col.  E.  C.  Anderson’s  brigade  to  be  sent  to  .lames  Island 
(Third  Sub-District  of  South  Carolina)  as  soon  as  it  shall  reach  Hardee¬ 
ville. 

Sixth.  Young’s  brigade  to  be  incr(‘as(‘d  by  the  Seventh  Georgia  Cav¬ 
alry  (dismounted),  commanded  by  ('ol.  F.  (’.  Anderson,  jr. 
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Seventh.  Wheeler’s  cavalry  corps  (that  part  ol  it  east  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Kiver)  will  guard  the  crossings  of  the  Savannah  and  New  Rivers, 
also  the  landings  east  of  Screven’s  Ferry  Causeway,  until  compelled 
by  the  enemy  to  retire.  He  will  then  guard  and  defend  the  country 
between  the  Savannah  and  the  defensive  line  in  rear  of  the  Combahee. 
He  will  also  guard  the  right  flank  of  said  line,  resting  at  or  near  Barn¬ 
well,  to  Augusta. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General.  . 


Savannah,  Becemher  18, 1864. 

Savannah:  To  remain  two  days  after  our  trooi)s  have  evacuated  the 
city,  to  protect  the  evacuation ;  then  to  be  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  by 
the  way  oUAugustine  Creek.  Lieutenant  McAdams  to  take  two  boats 
from  the  Savannah  to  remove  the  torpedoes  at  Turner’s  Rocks. 

Isaudiga:  After  the  evacuation  of  our  troops  will  proceed  up  the 
river,  if  there  are  no  enemy’s  batteries  to  prevent  it,  and  join  Flag- 
Offlcer  Hunter;  otherwise,  to  try  the  passage  to  sea  by  Augustine 
Creek. 

Eire-Fly:  Proceed  up  the  river  to  .join  Flag-Officer  Hunter. 

Georgia:  The  general  commanding  will  give  notice  of  the  time  of 
dismantling  Forts  Jackson  and  Lee,  when  the  guns  will  be  spiked  and 
shots  jammed  in  the  guns.  The  crew  will  leave  the  ship  for  Screven’s 
P^erry,  at  the  same  time  scuttling  the  ship  effectually. 

Guns  on  lower  end  of  Hutchinson’s  Island:  Spike  the  guns  and  jam 
shot  in  them ;  break  the  carriages. 

The  foregoing  plan  was  adopted  on  the  advice  and  approval  of  Gen¬ 
erals  Beauregard  and  Hardee. 

THOS.  W.  BRENT, 
Commandant  Afloat,  pro  tern. 


Nornhifi  report. 


CoiiiinaiHl. 


Lewis’  brigade. 


naker’s  brigade . . 

Cuniining’s  brigade . . 

Coiiipauy  E,  First  South  Caroliua  Artillery. 


Total 


Total  e fleet ive. 

1 

Total  present. 

s 

1 

<o 

< 

590 

641 

699 

1,922 

2,  048 

2, 133 

(508 

660 

711 

80 

82 

84 

1  3, 200 

1 

3,  431 

3,  627 

Keiuarks. 


lucluding  First  (Georgia 
llcgxilars. 


Inchiding  light  artillery. 


R.  W.  B.  ELLIOTT, 
Aasintant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  MoLaws’  Division, 

Telfair  Place,  Becemher  18,  1864. 
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Savannah,  December  J8j  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler: 

General  Beauregard  directs  me  to  inform  you  that,  instead  of  to-day, 
he  will  meet  you  at  Cheves’  house  about  G  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  CHISOLM, 

Aide-de-Cmnp. 


General  Sam.  Jones: 


Savannah,  December  18,  1864. 

(Via  Hardeeville  lOth.) 


Send  back  to  Florence  all  that  part  of  Brooks’  foreign  battalion  now 
at  Summerville,  under  guard,  and  turn  them  over  to  the  officer  com¬ 
manding  Federal  prisoners,  to  be  confined  as  prisoners  of  war.  Order 
the  officers  to  rejoin  their  commands. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


/ 


Eichmond,  Va.,  December  19,  1864. 


General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg,  Va. : 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Beauregard. 


Savannah,  December  18,  1864. 

(Via  Hardeeville.) 

General  Sherman  demanded  tlie  surrender  of  Savannah  yesterday  of  General 
Hardee,  which  w'as  refused.  The  loss  of  Savannah  will  be  followed  by  that  of  the 
railroad  from  Augusta  to  Charleston,  and  soon  after  of  Charleston  itself.  Cannot 
Hoke’s  and  Johnson’s  divisions  be  spared  for  the  defense  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  until  part  or  whole  of  Hood’s  army  could  reach  Georgia? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

I  cannot  realize  the  consequences  as  portrayed.  But  General  Bragg 
has  just  returned ;  if  you  can  have  a  conference  with  him  you  can  better 
judge.  Let  me  have  your  advice,  and,  if  you  choose,  communicate  with 
General  Beauregard. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  19,  1864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis: 

Dispatch  of  to-day  received.  Beauregard  and  Hardee  must  judge  of 
necessity  of  evacuating  Savannah.  If  done  troops  can  be  saved,  and 
by  uniting  all  in  direction  of  Branchville  any  column  marching  on 
Charleston  would  be  threatened  and  communication  preserved.  I  can¬ 
not  find  that  any  troops  have  left  Grant.  He  has  united  to  him  the 
Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Cor])S.  If  Hoke  and  Johnson  are  sent  south 
it  will  necessitate  the  abandonment  of  Eichmond  with  the  present  op¬ 
posing  force. 


E.  E.  LEE. 
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Confidential  Circular.]  Headquarters, 

Savannah^  Ga.j  December  19^  1864. 

1.  The  troops  in  and  around  Savannah  will  be  transferred  to-night 
to  the  left  bank  of  the  Savannah  Kiver,  and  will  proceed  thence  to 
Hardeeville. 

2.  At  dark  the  light  batteries  will,  under  the  direction  of  Lientenant- 
Colojiel  Jones,  chief  of  artillery,  be  withdrawn  by  hand  from  their  posi¬ 
tions  in  line  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  and  will  be  sent  over  the 
pontoon  bridge  to  Hardeeville. 

3.  The  troops  at  Whitemarsh,  Forts  Jackson  and  Bartow,  will  be  as¬ 
sembled  at  Fort  Jackson  by  9  p.  m.,  and  thence  will  proceed  at  once, 
via  Screven’s  Ferry,  to  Hardeeville. 

4.  The  troops  at  Eosedew,  Beaulieu,  &c.,  will  leave  their  positions  at 
dark,  and  marching  to  Savannah,  will  cross  at  Screven’s  Ferry. 

5.  Major-General  Wright’s  division  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  lines 
at  8  p.  m.,  and  will  pass  the  river  on  the  pontoons. 

6.  Major-General  McLaws’  division  will  be  drawn  from  its  position  at 
10  p.  m.,  and  will  cross  the  river  on  the  pontoons. 

7.  Major-General  Smith’s  division  will  be  withdrawn  at  11  o’clock, 
and  will  cross  on  the  pontoons. 

8.  The  lines  of  skirmishers  will  be  left  in  position  as  follows :  Wright’s 
line  until  10.30  o’clock,  McLaws’  line  until  12.30  o’clock.  Smith’s  line 
until  1  o’clock. 

9.  The  pontoon  bridges  are  x)laced  in  charge  of  Colonel  Clarke,  chief 
of  engineers,  who  will  destroy  the  bridges  after  all  the  troops  shall 
have  crossed ;  and  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  this  the  skirmishers  of 
each  division  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  an  intelligent  staff  officer, 
who  will  report  to  Colonel  Clarke,  at  the  pontoon  bridge,  when  the  skir¬ 
mishers  of  their  res^jective  commands  shall  have  jiassed  the  river. 

10.  The  chief  of  artillery  will  take  measures  to  have  the  heavy  guns 
in  position  spiked,  or  otherwise  rendered  useless,  as  follows :  On  Wright’s 
line  at  10  o’clock,  on  McLaws’  line  at  11  o’clock,  on  Smith’s  line  at  12 
o’clock. 

11.  The  ammunition  will  be  destroyed  by  throwing  it  into  the  river, 
or  otherwise,  and  not  by  blowing  it  up. 

12.  The  guns  on  the  inner  line  Avill  be  s^iiked  or  destroyed,  and  all 
l)owder  in  the  city  magazines  will  be  made  useless  by  having  water 
thrown  on  it. 

13.  All  wagons  will  be  sent  into  the  city  in  time  to  cross  on  the  i)on- 
toon  at  dark. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Savannah,  December  19,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Have  yon  a  light  battery  you  can  spare  for  Wheeler,  who  is  pressed 
by  the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  near  Izard’s? 

W.  J.  HABDEE. 
lAeutenant-  Genera  I. 
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Headquarters, 
Sarannahj  December  19^  1864, 

M  aJor-General  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  Lieuteuaiit-Geiieral  Hardee  directs  me  to  say  tliat  tlie 
])oijtoou  is  completed,  and  lie  desires  that  you  will  see  that  your  Avagous 
coiitainiiig  cooking  utensils  and  baggage  are  sent  over  and  ou  to 
Ilardeeville  at  daylight  in  the  moriiiug. 

Ivespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  POOLE, 

A  ss  Is  taut  A  djuta  nt-G  enera  / . 


('ONFTDENTlAL.l  HEADQUARTERS  MeRCER’S  COMMAND, 

•  December  19,  1864. 

Should  orders  be  issued  to  move  to  the  rear,  commandants  of  bat¬ 
teries  are  directed  to  cut  the  spokes  of  the  cannon  carriages,  destroy 
all  the  implements,  such  as  sponges,  rammers,  &c.,  and  sink  all  hand- 
s})ikes,  ammunition,  &c.,  bringing  off  their  haversacks  Avith  the  prim¬ 
ing  Avires,  friction  primers,  thumb-stalls,  «&;c. 

Ill  doing  this  no  noise  must  be  made  that  Avill  attract  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  or  give  notice  of  the  movements  of  our  troops. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Mercer : 

W.  WHEELEll, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Artillerij. 

(Commandants  Batteries  Aminett,  Barnes,  Simpkins,  Wheeler,  Barn- 
AA^ell,  Elliott,  Acee,  Bichardson,  and  Lieut.  W.  BariiAvell,  commanding 
Battery  No.  4.) 


Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga.^  December  [19\,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  has  received  your  dispatch 
in  reference  to  force  at  Izard’s,  and  asking  for  a  battery  of  light  artil¬ 
lery.  He  AAull  send  you  one,  and,  if  possible.  tAvo;  they  can  hardly 
real'll  you  before  night,  hoAvever,  as  they  have  to  be  brought  from  dis¬ 
tant  localities.  He  says  oppose  the  enemy  Avith  your  utmost  ability, 
and  call  upon  Major-General  Jones  for  re-enforcements  if  you  need 
them. 

Very  respei'tfully, 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  A djntant- General. 


Saa'ANNAH,  Ga.,  December  19.  1864 — 6.16  p.  m. 

General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  The  road  to  Hardeeville  must  be  kept  open  at  all  hazards; 
it  is  my  only  line  of  retreat.  I  luwe  sent  you  about  200  men  from  Eer- 
gnson’s  brigade  and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  I  am  about  sending  in 
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addition  to  this  force  about  200  men  of  the  Seventh  Georgia,  under 
Colonel  Anderson,  and  about  250  under  Major  Howard.  I  have  also 
instructed  General  Taliaferro  to  come  in  person  to  Hardeeville  with 
some  re-enforcements,  to  keep  in  communication  with  you,  and  to  bring 
to  your  assistance  additional  forces,  provided  they  should  be  needed. 
The  pontoon  bridge  is  not  yet  completed,  but  the  engineers  hope  to 
have  it  done  by  morning.  Fight  the  enemy  at  every  step  if  he  attempts 
to  advance,  and  keep  me  informed  of  everything  relating  to  his  move¬ 
ments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 

'  Lieutenant-  Ge^ieral. 


Charleston,  December  19^  1861. 

General  Sam.  Jones: 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Bragg,  at  Wilmington, 
dated  to-day : 

A  lar^e  naval  expedition,  accompanied  transports  and  troops,  said  to  have 
sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  on  IGth  instant ;  destination  reported  as  Wilmington. 
As  they  have  had  ample  time  to  arrive  and  we  do  not  hear  of  them,  they  may  have 
gone  on  to  Sherman’s  assistance. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistan t  A itjutant-Geyieral. 


liiCHMOND,  AA.,  December  20^  1864. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston^  S.  C. : 

Dispatch  of  the  18th  received.  The  enemy  is  concentrating  before 
AATlmington,  and  the  indications  are  that  it  will  be  speedily  attacked. 
Grant  has  been  re-enforced  from  Sheridan’s  army,  and,  so  far  as  known, 
has  not  detached  any  portion  of  his  troops.  This  sufficiently  shows 
the  impracticability  of  complying  with  your  request  for  Hoke’s  and 
Johnson’s  divisions.  You  will  be  able  to  judge  better  than  myself, 
should  the  necessity  arise  for  the  evacuation  of  Savannah,  or  of 
Charleston,  and  will  realize  the  propriety  of  postponing  such  action  as 
long  as  the  safety  of  the  army  will  permit.  In  the  meantime  it  is 
proper  that  whatever  is  not  needed  for  the  defense  of  either  should  be 
removed  to  places  of  greater  safety.  Non-combatants  and  all  mov¬ 
able  property  should  be  sent  away  as  promptly  as  i)ossible.  Should  it 
be  necessary  to  evacuate  Savannah  it  is  suggested  that  by  massing 
principal  part  of  your  force  so  as  to  threaten  route  to  Charleston  its 
defense  as  well  as  communication  with  Augusta  may  be  maintained, 
and  the  linal  withdrawal  from  Charleston  secured  if  it  should  become 
necessary. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Headqt^arters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Poeotali(jo^  81.  C.,  December  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commandmfjy  ffic.,  Hardeeville : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  forward  to 
you  the  accompanying  memorandum  of  orders,  which  lie  wishes  you  to 
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issue  immediately  after  tlie  evacuation  of  Savannali.  They  are  designed 
to  carry  out  his  views  as  to  the  best  disposition  of  troops  under  your 
command  for  the  defense  of  Charleston  and  the  State  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  generally,  Savannah  being  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith’s  command  (about  2,000  men)  being  sent  to 
Augusta,  will  leave  of  the  troops  coming  from  Savannah  about  0,500, 
which,  added  to  those  under  the  immediate  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
Sam.  Jones,  on  the  line  of  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Eailroad  (say 
about  5,500,  exclusive  of  those  in  and  around  Charleston),  makes 
about  12,000  troops.  Of  these  he  thinks  there  should  be  about  2,500 
to  guard  the  left  bank  of  the  Combahee,  with  about  1,000  in  reserve 
at  a  central  point  between  the  Combahee  and  Ashepoo;  about  3,500 
in  the  Fourth  Sub-District,  with  about  1,000  of  them  in  reserve  at 
or  near  Adams’  Eun  and  Green  Pond,  and  about  5,000  in  the  Second 
and  Third  Sub-Districts,  in  addition  to  those  already  there.  The  cav¬ 
alry  guarding  the  left  (or  coast)  flank  and  the  front  and  right  flanks 
may,  of  course,  be  used  to  supx^ort  the  troops  to  which  they  are  nearest. 
The  orders  indicated  in  the  accompanying  memorandum  will  make 
a  distribution  approximating  as  nearly  to  those  numbers  as  circum¬ 
stances  will  permit.  In  carrying  them  out  it  will  be  necessary  that  you 
should  send  promptly  the  troops  carried  tor  Hardeeville  by  Brigadier- 
General  Taliaferro  to  rejoin  their  respective  brigades,  and  the  detached 
companies  or  battalions  of  South  Carolina  reserves  and  militia  to  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Chesnut,  at  Graham ville,  and  the  companies  of  the 
Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Colcock,  to  unite  with 
those  now  in  front  of  Graham  ville  and  near  Coosawhatchie  and  Poco- 
taligo  and  Kirk’s  squadron,  together  with  the  section  of  horse  artillery 
attached  to  the  Third  South  Carolina  CavalrjL  Endeavor  to  bring 
and  keep  together,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  troops  of  the  same  organi¬ 
zation. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  CHISOLM, 

Aide-de-Cami). 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  or  the  West, 

Charleston^  December  1864. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  for  its  information. 

Several  lines  of  defense  have  been  selected  from  the  Savannah  Eiver 
toward  Charleston,  already  more  or  less  fortified.  The  necessary  i“e- 
connaissances  and  defensive  works  to  complete  the  system  have  been 
ordered,  and  should  the  enemy  give  us  time  it  is  hoped  that  his  advance 
on  Charleston  from  that  direction  Avill  be  much  retarded,  if  not  alto¬ 
gether  prevented.  Those  defensive  lines  are — first,  the  Cond)ahee  to 
Barnwell  Court-House;  second,  the  Ashepoo;  third,  the  Edisto;  fourth, 
the  Edisto  and  Ashley.  It  is  not  considered  advisable  to  adopt  the 
Hanking  position  recommended  by  the  President  in  his  telegram  of  the 
20th  instant,  as  it  could  not  bo  carried  into  eflect,  with  our  small  force, 
without  abandoning  entirely  the  sea  coast  line.  This  would  enable 
the  enemy  to  api)roach  Charleston  from  John’s  Island,  or  even  flames 
Island,  with  a  sea  base  almost  immediately  in  his  rear. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

Gerieral. 
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Memorandnni  of  orders  to  he  issued  hy  Lieutenant- G eneral  Hardee  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Savannah. 

Headquarters  Military"  Division  op  the  West, 

Focotaligo.  Hecemher  20^  1864. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  will  proceed  immediately  with  his  com¬ 
mand  to  Charleston,  and  thence  to  Augusta,  after  being  relieved  by 
other  troops,  as  hereinafter  directed. 

II.  Major-General  McLaws’  division  (the  senior  brigadier  command¬ 
ing)  and  Colonel  Anderson^s  brigade  (iireceding)  will  proceed  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Charleston  and  relieve  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith’s  division. 

HI.  Major-General  Wright’s,  dAision  and  Brigadier-General  Clies- 
nnt’s  command  (about  1,500  men),  consisting  of  Sontli  Carolina  reserves 
and  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  South  Carolina  Militia,  to  the  Fourth 
Military  Sub-District,  a  reserve  of  about  500  men  being  stationed  at 
Green  Pond  and  another  of  like  number  near  Adams’ Pun.  Brigadier- 
General  Eobertson  will  report  to  Major-General  Wright  for  temporary 
duty,  to  adYuse  as  to  disiiosition  of  troops,  and  then  to  be  assigned  to 
duty  as  circumstances  may  require,  •  -r 

lY.  Col.  George  P.  Harrison’s  and  Col.  A.  C.  Edwards’  brigades  to  be 
stationed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Combahee,  guarding  the  several  pas¬ 
sages  (about  six)  across  that  river,  to  Barnwell  Court-House;  Brigadier- 
General  Young’s  command  to  be  increased  by  the  Seventh  Georgia 
Cavalry  (dismounted).  Col.  E.  C.  Anderson,  jr.,  commanding,  as  re¬ 
serves  at  or  near  Blue  House,  between  the  Combahee  and  Ashepoo 
Eivers. 

Y.  The  Third  South  Carolina  Ca^mlry  and  Kirk’s  squadron  will  cover 
the  left  (or  coast)  flank  of  the  retiring  troops.  After  crossing  the  Com¬ 
bahee  Maj.  John  Jenkins,  with  Captains  Seabrook’s  and  Peeples’  com¬ 
panies  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  will  take  post  on  John’s  Island, 
and  Captain  Kirk’s  squadron  will  proceed,  Yua  Charleston,  to  Christ 
Church  Parish  and  take  post  near  and  northeast  of  Mount  Pleasant. 

YI.  Major-General  AYheeler’s  corps  (that  part  of  it  east  of  Savannah 
EiY^er,  and  the  remainder  if  it  sliould  come  up)  will  guard  crossings  of 
the  Savannah  and  Kew  EiY^ers  and  the  landings  east  of  Screven’s  Cause¬ 
way  until  forced  by  the  enemy  to  retire.  He  will  theit  guard  and  de¬ 
fend  the  country  between  the  SaYTinnah  EiY"er  and  the  defensiY"e  line 
of  tlie  Combahee  and  the  right  flank  of  that  line,  resting  at  or  near 
Barnwell  Court-House,  and  extending  by  the  sliortest  defensible  line 
to  the  SaYmnnah  Eiver,  covering  Augusta. 

YII.  Colonel  Gonzales  will  assign  the  field  artillery  now  in  South 
Carolina  to  the  most  appropriate  positions  for  the  defense  of  the  Fourth 
Sub-Distri(fl  and  the  line  of  the  Combahee,  from  Salkehatc.hie  bridge  to 
the  coast,  taking  care  to  assign  the  batteries  to  the  i)ositions  Yvith 
which  their  respective  commanders  are  most  familiar.  He  will  assign, 
subject  to  General  Hardee’s  approval,  the  field  batteries  coming  from 
Savannah,  as  circumstances  may  indicate,  for  the  best  defenses  of  tlie 
line  of  the  Combahee,  the  Fourth  Sub-District,  and  Augusta. 

YIIl.  As  soon  as  the  services  of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  can  be 
spared  from  the  duty  on  which  he  is  now  engaged,  he  Avill  proceed  to 
James  Island  and  resume  his  former  command,  assigning  to  tlieir  ap¬ 
propriate  positions  the  troops  of  Major-General  Me. Laws’  division  and 
Colonel  Anderson’s  brigade,  destined  for  tliat  island. 
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IX.  As  soon  as  Major-General  McLaws’  division  moves  from  Hardee- 
ville  lie  will  immediately  proceed  to  Pocotaligo  and  relieve  Maj.  Gen. 
Samuel  Jones,  and  take  the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  on  the 
line  of  the  Comhahee. 

X.  On  being  relieved  by  Major-General  McLaws,  Major-General 
Jones  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and  resume  his  command  and  enter 
on  the  duties  designated  by  Special  Orders,  Xo.  — ,  from  department 
headquarters. 

XI.  As  the  cavalry  retires  before  the  enemy  it  will  drive  off  all  cattle, 
sheep,  and  hogs  not  necessary  for  its  consumption,  and  impress  and 
send  to  Charleston,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  chief  engineer,  all  negroes 
capable  of  bearing  arms.  It  will  also  destroy  all  mills,  boats,  buildings 
(that  may  be  useful  to  the  enemy  for  military  purposes),  and  all  rice, 
corn,  and  other  provisions  not  necessary- for  its  own  subsistence  beyond 
such  as  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the  owners  and 
their  families  and  slaves. 

XII.  All  teams  and  wagons  (with  their  drivers)  on  plantations  about 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  not  required  by  their  owners,  shall 
be  imi)ressed  for  the  use  of  the  army. 


Confidential,  \  Headquarters, 

Circular  Xo.  2.  (  Savannah^  Ga.^  December  20^  1864. 

The  movement  ordered  in  contidential  circular  from  these  head¬ 
quarters  dated  December  19,  1864,  will  be  executed  to- night  at  the 
hours  as  originally  arranged,  and  not  as  subsequently  amended — that 
is,  Wright’s  division  will  move  at  8  o’clock,  McLaws’  division  at  10 
o’clock,  and  Smith’s  division  at  11  o’clock,  and  Wright’s  skirmishers 
will  be  withdrawn  at  10.30  o’clock,  McLaws’  skirmishers  at  12.30  o’clock, 
and  Smith’s  skirmishers  at  1  o’clock. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Wright’s  Division, 

Xo.  8.  )  In  the  Fields  December  20,  1864. 

******* 

LI.  At  dark  the  light  batteries  under  the  direction  of  Oapt.  John  W. 
Brooks,  chief  of  artillery  of  division,  will  be  withdrawn  by  hand  from 
their  ])osition  in  line,  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  and  will  be  sent 
over  the  pontoon  bridge  to  Hardeeville. 

*  *  ***** 

VI.  The  chief  of  artillery  of  this  division,  Capt.  John  AV.  Brooks, 
will  take  measures  to  have  the  heavy  guns  in  ])osition  spiked,  or  other¬ 
wise  rendered  useless,  at  10  ]>.  m.  to-night.  The  ammunition  will  be 
destroyed  by  throwing  it  into  the  river,  or  otherwise,  and  not  by  blow¬ 
ing  it  u]). 

By  order  of  Mnj.  Gen.  A.  B.  AVriglit: 

A.  V.  H.  ALLEX, 
iUiptain  of  Artillery. 
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December  20, 1864. 

Kespectfully  referred  to  battery  commanders,  who  will  execute  this 
order. 

Tlie  two  Napoleons  of  Lieutenant  Eicliardson’s  section  will  imme¬ 
diately  move,  with  their  caissons,  to  the  pontoon  bridge  in  Savannah ; 
the  other  guns  will  be  disabled  and  ammunition  destroyed  without 
noise. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Mercer : 

W.  WHEELER, 

Chief  of  Artillery. 


Near  Izard’s,  Becemher  20^  186i. 

(Via  Hardeeville.  Received  5.30  p.  m.) 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

The  enemy  fired  upon  us  at  various  times  to-day  until  dark  with 
artillery  from  works  near  Izard’s. 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  iJeeemher  20 j  1864. 
Major-General  Wheeler,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  to  say  that 
the  C.  S.  steamer  Savannah,  Oapt.  Thomas  W.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy, 
commanding,  will  remain  at  Screven’s  Ferry,  or  in  vicinity,  for  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  evacuation  of  Savannah.  To  enable  Oax)tain 
Brent  to  save  his  crew,  which  wdll  pass  on  the  road  from  Screven’s 
Ferry  to  Hardeeville,  the  general  directs  that  you  will  keep  him  well 
advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  especially  to  inform  him 
of  any  movement  threatening  the  line  of  communication  to  Hardeeville 
in  time  to  save  his  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


POCOTALIGO,  December  20^  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Enemy  reported  leaving  Tullifinny.  Be  sharply  on  the  lookout  for 
them  on  New  River  line,  and  inform  me  promptly  if  they  appear. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Colcock.) 


POCOTALIGO,  December  20,  1864 — 3  a.  m. 

(Received  9.30  a.  m.) 

General  Wheeler: 

I  am  ordered  by  General  Hardee  to  Hardeeville,  and  to  place  myselt 
in  communication  witli  yon.  Please  indicate  the  least  force  of  infantry 
which  will  be  needed  near  Izard’s;  and  if  you  want  light  artillery  how 
much. 

W.  B.  TATJAFERRO, 

Brigadier-  G  eneral. 
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COOSAWHATCHIE,  December  ^0,  1864. 

Major  Stkingfellow  : 

Tlie  enemy  still  occupy  the  Neck  in  force.  I  cun  ascertain  no  change 
in  his  position  on  my  front. 

GEO.  P.  HAllliI80N,  Jr., 

Colonel^  Commandhuj. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Cheves^  House.,  December  21^  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Command imjj  dec. : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  that  you  assume  com¬ 
mand  of  the  three  divisions  en  route  for  Hardeeville — your  own.  Smith’s, 
and  Wright’s — and  direct  and  regulate  their  march  to  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


President  Jefferson  Davis: 


POCOTALIGO,  December  21,  1864. 

(Deceived  1  o’clock  22d.) 


General  Hardee  reports  to-day  from  Hardeeville  that  evacuation  of 
Savannah  was  successfully  accomplished  last  night.  All  light  artillery 
and  most  of  the  stores  and  munitions  were  brought  off;  the  heavy  guns 
were  spiked  and  otherwise  disabled.  Line  of  defense  behind  Combahee 
Diver  will  be  taken  soon  as  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUDEGADD. 


Hardeeville,  December  21, 1864. 

(Deceived  22d.) 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

On  the  19th  enemy  forced  a  landing  on  the  South  Carolina  side,  so 
near  my  comniunicatious  that  to  save  the  garrison  it  became  necessary 
to  give  up  the  city.  Its  evacuation  was  successfully  accomplished  last 
night.  All  the  light  artillery  and  most  of  the  stores,  munitions,  &c., 
were  brought  off'.  I  learn  indirectly  that  tliere  is  a  misapprehension  as 
to  the  force  disposable  for  the  defense  of  Savannah.  It  summed  up, 
land  side  and  water  side,  militia,  leserves,  dismounted  cavalry,  local 
and  details,  9,089. 

W.  J.  HADDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Field  \  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 
Orders,  No.  17.  (  HardeerUle,  S.  C.,  December  22, 1864. 

The  following  disposition  of  troops  will  be  carried  into  effect  with  the 
least  practicable  delay: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith’s  command,  consisting  of  a.  division  of 
Georgia  militia,  and  including  Pruden’s  battery,  will  proceed  to  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.,  via  Charleston. 
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II.  Major-General  McLaws’  division,  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Baker,  and  Col.  E.  C.  Anderson’s  brigade,  the  latter  taking 
precedence,  will  i:)roceed  to  Charleston  and  report  to  Major-General 
Kansom  for  duty  on  James  Island. 

III.  Major-General  Wright’s  division  and  Brigadier-General  Ches- 
nut’s  command — the  latter  consisting  of  South  Carolina  reserves  and  the 
Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  South  Carolina  Militia — will  proceed  to  the 
Fourth  Military  Sub-District  of  South  Carolina.  Major-General  Wright 
will  have  command  of  the  district,  and  will  station  a  reserve  force  of 
dOO  men  at  Green  Pond,  and  a  like  number  at  Adams’  Bun  Station. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Bobertson  will  report  to  Major-General  Wright,  to 
give  him  such  assistance  in  the  disposition  of  troops  as  his  knowledge 
of  the  country  will  enable  him  to  do,  and  will  afterward  be  assigned 
to  duty  as  circumstances  may  require. 

IV.  Major-General  McLaws,  as  soon  as  his  division,  as  heretofore 
directed,  shall  move  from  Hardeeville,  will  proceed  to  Pocotaligo  and 
relieve  Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones,  and  take  immediate  command  of  the  forces 
on  the  line  of  the  Combahee. 

V.  Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones,  uimii  being  relieved  by  Major-General  Mc¬ 

Laws,  will  proceed  to  Charleston,  assume  command  of  his  district,  and 
enter  upon  the  duties  designated  in - from  these  headquarters. 

YI.  Major-General  Wheeler’s  cavalry  corps  (that  part  of  it  east  of  the 
Savannah  Biver,  and  the  remainder  vshoulcl  it  come  up)  will  guard  the 
crossing  of  the  Savannah  and  New  Bivers  and  the  landings  east  of 
Screven’s  Causeway  until  forced  by  the  enemy  to  retire.  General  ' 
Wheeler  will  then  guard  and  defend  the  country  between  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Biver  and  the  defensive  line  of  the  Combahee  and  the  right  flank 
of  that  line,  resting  at  or  near  Barnwell  Court-House. 

YII.  Cols.  G.  P.  Harrison  and  A.  C.  Edwards  will  report  to  Major- 
General  McLaws  for  assignment  to  brigades,  which  will  be  stationed 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Combahee,  to  guard  the  crossings  of  that  river, 
to  Barnwell  Court-House. 

YIII.  The  Seventh  Georgia  Cavalry  (dismounted).  Col.  E.  C.  Ander¬ 
son  commanding,  is  assigned  to  Young’s  brigade.  The  Third  South 
Carolina  Cavalry  and  Kirk’s  squadron  will  cover  the  left  (or  coast)  flank 
of  the  retiring  troops ;  and  after  crossing  the  Combahee  Captains  Sea- 
brook’s  and  Peejjles’  companies  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  under 
command  of  Maj.  John  Jenkins,  Avill  take  post  on  John’s  Island,  and 
Kirk’s  squadron  will  proceed,  via  (Jharieston,  to  Christ  Church  Parish 
and  take  post  near  and  northeast  of  Mount  Pleasant. 

IX.  The  batteries  of  light  artillery  will  report  as  follows :  Brooks’, 
Barnwell’s,  and  Wagener^s  batteries  to  Major-General  McLaws,  at 
Hardeeville;  Abell’s  battery  for  duty  at  Honey  Hill,  and  Anderson’s 
battery  to  commanding  officer  at  Coosawhatchie ;  Daniel I’s,  Ilanlei tor’s, 
Guerard’s,  and  Maxwell’s  batteries  will  report,  at  Pocotaligo,  to  Col.  A. 

J.  Gonzales,  chief  of  artillery,  who  will,  with  the  approval  of  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding,  assign  tliem  to  i^ositions  the  most 
appropriate  for  the  defense  of  the  Fourth  Military  Sub-District  and  the 
line  of  the  Combahee,  from  Salkehatchie  bridge  to  the  coast. 

X.  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  will  ])roceed  to  Janies  Island,  resume 
command  of  Sub-District  No.  3,  and  will  be  prepared  to  put  in])osition 
the  troops  of  McLaws’  division  and  Anderson’s  brigade,  destined  for 
that  island. 

XI.  As  the  cavalry  retires  before  the  enemy  it  will  drive  off  all  cattle, 
sheep,  and  hogs  not  necessary  for  its  consnnqdioii,  and  inijiress  and 
send  to  Charleston,  to  be  turned  over  to  engiiu'cr  department,  all 
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Degrees  capable  of  beariDg  arms;  all  mills,  boats,  buildings  that  may 
be  used  by  the  enemy  for  military  purposes,  and  all  rice,  corn,  and 
other  provisions  not  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  cavalry,  and 
not  absolutely  needed  for  the  consumption  of  the  owners,  their  families, 
and  slaves,  will  also  be  destroyed. 

XII.  All  wagons  and  teams  (with  drivers)  on  plantations  about  to  fail 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  which  are  not  required  by  the  owner.> 
for  the  removal  of  their  own  property,  will  be  impressed  for  the  use  of 
the  army. 

By  oi'der  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  BOY, 

AssiHant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

Xo.  18.  j  Hardeeville,  December  22^  1864. 

'  I.  Symons’  regiment  and  the  Twenty- seventh  Battalion  Georgia  Be- 
serves,  and  the  two  companies  of  Gobb  Guards,  will  not  be  included  in 
what  is  known  as  McLaws’  division,  but  will  rei)ort  to  Major-General 
McLaws  for  duty  on  the  line  to  which  he  has  been  assigned  in  Special 
Field  Orders,  Xo.  17,  from  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

D.  IL  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adj iitant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Hardcevillc,  S.  0.,  December  22.,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Commanding.,  &e. : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  desires  you  to  send  a  section 
of  artillery  and  200  men  to  protect  the  Purysburg  Landing  from  a  jios- 
sible  visit  of  the  enemy’s  steamers.  A  fatigue  party  will  be  furnished 
from  this  force  to  unload  the  Sampson,  a  steamer  expected  at  Purys- 
bnrg  to-night  with  a  cargo  of  corn.  This  detachment  should  move  at 
daylight  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Ahsista^it  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Hardee ville^  S.  (7.,  December  22.,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

( Commanding  Ca  va Iry: 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  that  you  will  send  all 
the  comiianies  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry  now  serving  witli 
you,  together  with  the  section  of  the  horse  artillery  serving  with  the 
regiment,  to  report  to  Major-General  Jones,  or  other  officer  command-* 
iiig  at  Coosawhatchie,  for  duty  with  the  other  companies  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  on  duty  iii  that  vicinity.  He  also  desires  that  Gnerard’s  battery 
and  ^laxwell’s  vsection  shall  move  at  once,  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders,  Xo.  17,  of  this  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assista)it  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Georgia  Eeserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon^  Ga.,  December  2^2^  1861. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War.,  Richmond.,  Va. : 

Sir:  You  will  remember  that  ujion  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  he  issued  a  sweeping  order  for  the  removal  of  men,  women, 
and  children  from  the  city.  Since  the  reoccupation  of  the  place  by  our 
own  people  there  were  found  soldiers  and  citizens  who  had  remained 
there  with  the  Yankees  and  had  been  employed  by  them  in  various 
occupations.  When  women  and  children  were  driven  oat  by  the  heart¬ 
less  l)rute  Sherman,  and  were  forced  to  make  their  way  to  some  place 
of  refuge,  those  who  remained  subjected  themselves,  in  my  opinion,  to 
the  suspicion  of  treason.  Acting  upon  this  opinion  I  ordered  Colonel 
Glenn,  commandant  of  the  post,  to  arrest  all  such  and  send  them  here. 
In  accordance  with  these  instructions  arrests  have  been  made  and 
some  eight  or  ten  persons  are  now  here.  I  deem  it  important  that  an 
example  should  be  made  in  these  cases,  not  only  because  they  deserve 
punishment,  but  as  a  warning  against  others  temxded  hereafter  to  a 
similar  course.  With  such  as  are  deserters  and  absentees  from  the  army 
I  shall  deal  in  the  military  courts — if  I  ever  get  one — and  those  who 
are  not  connected  with  the  army  I  shall  have  turned  over  to  the  civil 
authorities.  In  the  absence  of  the  district  attorney,  who  is  cut  olt*  in 
Savannah,  I  have  enijiloyed  Hon.  E.  A.  Nisbet  to  undertake  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  the  cases.  I  selected  Judge  Nisbet  because  of  his  known  ability 
as  a  lawyer  and  his  earnest  devotion  to  our  cause,  and  from  the  fact 
that  he  was  known  to  the  Dejiartment.  Judge  Nisbet  will  enter  at  once 
upon  the  duty,  and  will  accept  such  compensation  for  his  services  as 
the  Hex)artment  shall  award  him. 

I  trust  that  my  course  in  the  matter  will  meet  your  aiiproval,  and 
that  it  may  result  in  good  to  the  country. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  sincere  regard,  very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-General. 


[Indorsemeut.] 

December  31,  1804. 

Ad.tutant-General  : 

Inform  General  Cobb  that  his  course  of  proceeding  is  deemed  judi¬ 
cious,  and  meets  the  approval  of  the  Department.  He  can  better  judge 
than  myself  what  measure  of  severity  is  advisable  in  the  state  of  feeling 
prevailing  in  the  country,  and  his  judgment  is  relied  on. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Hdqrs.  Georgia  Keserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon,  Ga.,  December  ^2.,  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General:  I  respectfully  return  the  inclosed  pai)er,  and  beg  leave  to 
remark  that  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  appointment  and  assign¬ 
ment  of  General  Gartrell  are  as  well  understood  by  tlie  De])artment  as 
myself,  and  I  do  not  see  bow  1  am  to  relieve  liim  from  bis  xn  esent  ])osi- 
tiou.  I  am  not  snr])rised  at  the  request  of  General  Winder  to  that 
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effect,  for  lie  expressed  his  regret  that  General  Gartrell  should  be 
assigned  to  that  command  before  he  ever  entered  upon  the  duties  of  it, 
and  he  has  been  unceasing  in  liis  efforts  to  get  clear  of  him.  If  General 
Gartrell  had  been  the  equal  in  every  respect  of  General  R.  E.  Lee,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  same  complaints  would  have  been  made,  for  General 
Winder  was  determined  in  advance  not  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrange¬ 
ment.  I  beg  to  state  frankly 'to  you  why,  in  my  opinion.  General  Win¬ 
der  is  so  querulous  in  reference  both  to  the  reserves  and  General  Gar¬ 
trell.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  mutual  dislike  and  distrust  between 
him  and  these  troops,  and  each  party  is  conscious  of  the  existence  of 
that  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  other.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  facts  which  gave  rise  to  these  feelings  to  iironounce  judgment 
upon  their  respective  opinions.  The  objection  of  General  Winder  to 
General  Gartrell  arises  from  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  former 
in  Colonel  Eorno,  whom  he  prefers  in  command  of  the  troops.  Colonel 
Eorno  is  an  excellent  officer  and  deserves  this  confidence,  and  I  am  not 
surprised  that  General  Winder  is  anxious  to  retain  in  so  important  a 
X)osition  one  so  worthy  to  hold  it. 

In  the  foregoing  simple  statement  you  have  a  solution  of  the  various 
complaints,  suggestions,  &c.,  which  are  being  daily  forwarded  to  you 
from  General  Winder.  I  will  add  that  I  have  repeatedly  called  upon 
General  Winder  to  make  his  charges  and  specifications  against  officers 
or  men  of  the  reserves,  and  I  would  have  them  properly  and  promj)tly 
investigated,  but  to  this  hour  not  one  has  been  made  to  me. 

It  is  due  to  General  Gartrell  to  say  that  he  is  now  temporarily  relieved 
from  duty  by  a  dangerous  wound  received  at  the  head  of  his  troops  in 
a  late  fight  near  Savannah,  and  it  is  equally  due  to  his  troops  to  say 
that  they  have  shown  themselves  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  worthy 
of  the  respect  and  confidence  of  their  country. 

With  these  remarks  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  my  relationship,  both  per¬ 
sonal  and  official,  with  General  Winder  has  been  pleasant  in  every 
respect.  At  the  same  time  I  am  free  to  say  that  he  is  not  more  anxious 
to  get  rid  of  the  reserves  than  I  am  to  get  rid  of  his  complaints  against 
them,  and  it  will  therefore  be  most  acceptable  and  agreeable  to  me  to 
have  any  arrangement  made  by  which  the  reserves  shall  no  longer  be 
in  anywise  connected  with  the  general  and  his  prisons. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-General. 


[luclosure.] 

Camp  Sumter,  A /n/6T.s*om’i7/c,  Ga.,  October  8;  1864. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  Special  Orders,  No.  108,  issued  from  General  Cobb’s  head¬ 
quarters,  assigns  Brig.  Gen.  L.  J.  Gartrell  to  command  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Georgia  Reserves,  composed  of  the  First,  Second,  Third,  and 
Fourth  Regiments,  and  directs  him  to  take  command  of  it  wherever  it 
may  be.  This  necessarily  brings  him  to  me.  An  officer  of  this  rank 
will  be  embarrassing  in  a  command  like  this.  The  officer  second  in 
command  necessarily  has  'duties  to  perform  that  a  brigadier-general 
ought  not  to  be  expected  to  perform.  Colonel  Eorno  is  an  excellent 
officer,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  retain  him  in  his  i)resent  xwsition.  The 
reserves  are  not  suited  to  the  guarding  of  prisoners,  and  I  would  be 
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glad  to  change  them  for  other  troops.  I  had  some  of  the  militia,  and 
I  found  them  much  better  suited  for  the  service  and  much  more  reli¬ 
able.  Will  it  be  possible  to  relieve  me  of  the  brigadier- general? 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier- General. 


[First  iudorseuient.] 


November  7,  1804. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War: 

I  concur  in  the  views  of  Geueral  Winder,  as  given  within,  and  ask 
authority  to  order  as  requested. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[Second  indorsement.] 

November  10,  1804. 

Adjutant-General  : 

General  Gartrell  cannot  be  relieved  from  command  of  his  brigade. 
This  complaint  had  better  be  communicated  to  General  Cobb,  and  he 
asked  to  consider  ana  remove  it. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[Third  indorsement.] 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

November  10^  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Cobb. 

His  attention  is  invited  to  the  preceding  indorsement. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


(Charleston,  December  23.,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  hispector  General: 

Unless  Wheeler’s  command  of  twelve  so-called  brigades  can  be  prop¬ 
erly  organized  into  divisions,  under  good  commanders,  a  large  portion 
of  it  had  better  be  dismounted  forthwith;  its  conduct  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  and  its  depredations  on  private  property,  render  it  worse  than 
useless.  I  regret  being  unable  to  recommend  for  promotion  any  of 
General  Wheeler’s  brigadiers,  but  hope  that  if  two  or  three  capable 
major-generals  cannot  be  had,  promotions  might  be  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  indicated  fiom  General  Hamidoii’s  cavalry.  Brigadier-General 
Dealing,  of  that  command,  attracted  my  attention  last  summer  as  a 
Iiromising  officer;  I  would  be  glad  to  have  him. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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Charleston,  Decemher  23^  1864. 

(Eeceived  24tb.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  fact  that  orders  for  the 
collecting  of  subsistence  stores  and  forage  cannot  be  executed  unless 
the  agents  of  bureau  at  Kichmoud  be  instructed  to  fill  the  requisitions 
of  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  in  this  army.  Please  give  this 
matter  your  early  attention. 

G.  T.  _BEAUEEGARD, 

General. 


[First  iuclorsemeiit.] 


December  24, 18G4. 

Quartermaster- General  and  Commissary-General,  for  special  attention. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  fill  the  requisitions. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


[Second  indorsement.] 

December  24,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

I  do  not  understand  the  dispatch,  as  all  officers  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  collecting  forage  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  are  instructed  to 
furnish  General  Beauregard’s  command,  and  no  complaint  has  recently 
come  to  me.  I  think  the  dispatch  is  not  written  out  as  sent  by  General 
Beauregard. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster -General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  returned. 

Organic  law,  as  well  as  the  enactments  of  this  Confederacy,  warrant 
the  commanding  general  of  an  army  defending  a  country  to  impress 
subsistence  necessary  for  his  troops,  and  General  Beauregard  has  the 
power  to  enforce  the  impressments  made  by  his  order,  and  it  is  to  be 
inferred,  under  present  circumstances,  that  he  has  the  good  will  of  the 
people  generally  to  aid  him.  The  country  his  army  is  depending  on  is 
plentiful  compared  with  Virginia,  where  General  Lee’s  army  is  opera¬ 
ting,  and  the  latter  can  get  nothing  except  from  the  collections  of  this 
bureau;  but  the  officers  of  this  bureau  can  no  longer  impress,  because 
they  have  no  power  to  enforce  it,  and  the  people  will  not  surrender 
their  stores.  V  irginia  is  ravaged  and  drained,  and  General  Lee’s  army 
must  be  supplied  from  the  Carolinas  by  what  the  bureau  officers  can 
collect.  Recently  General  Beauregard  required  the  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence  to  furnish  15,000  men  with  sixty  days’  rations,  and  the 
order  to  assist  in  supplying  Virginia  was  stated  by  the  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence  to  be  impossible.  He  was  directed  to  send  on  what  had 
been  ordered  for  here,  which  would  still  have  left  General  Beauregard’s 
army  in  far  better  condition  than  was  or  is  General  Lee’s.  General 
Beauregard  can  exercise  his  legal  ])owers  to  supply  his  army.  The  cir¬ 
cumstances  have  arisen  for  whi(‘h  the  law  was  made.  This  bureau  has 
for  a  great  while  been  stating  tliat,  under  the  existing  condition  of  the 
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Treasury,  tlie  absence  of  legal  sanction  or  power  to  enforce  impressments 
by  bureau  officers,  tlie  temper  of  the  people,  and  legal  proceedings  on 
the  subject,  supplies  were  being  consumed  niucb  faster  than  collected. 
What  is  now  being  gathered  by  officers  of  this  bureau  must  be  dis¬ 
tributed  in  proportion  to  general  necessities  in  relation  to  the  facilities 
of  armies  in  different  localities  for  self  support,  under  the  authority  by 
law  vested  in  the  general  commanding. 

L.  B.  ^^ORTHROr, 

Commissarif- Oeneral. 


'  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Cli eves’  Hoiise^  December  2b\ 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division^  the.  .* 

General:  General  Anderson  has  just  returned  from  flag  of  truce 
to  Savannah.  He  saw  a  number  of  officers,  and  from  all  he  could  learn 
he  is  of  the  opinion  that  Sherman  will  not  rest  long  in  Savannah,  but 
advance  into  South  Carolina  very  soon.  He  was  told  that  the  city 
would  be  garrisoned  by  Foster,  who  arrived  in  the  city  yesterday. 
Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 


The  State  of  South  Carolina,  at  a  General  Assembly,  begun  and  holden 
at  Columbia  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  thence  con¬ 
tinued  by  divers  adjournments  to  the  twenty-third  of  December,  in 
the  same  year. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  heretofore  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  on  tlie  subject  of  furnishing  slave  labor  on  the  coast  and  fortih cations 
■within  this  State,  and  other-^vise  to  provide  for  furnishing  such  labor. 

Section  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives., 
now  met  and  sitting  in  General  Assembly.,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same..  That,  in  order  to  furnish  the  necessary  slave  labor  to  work  on  the 
coast  of  this  State  and  the  fortifications  within  the  limits  of  the  same, 
there  shall  be  organized  a  force  consisting  of  male  slaves  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years,  liable  under  existing  laws  to  road 
duty,  not  exceeding  in  number  at  any  one  time  of  one-tenth  part  of 
said  slaves,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of 
their  impressment,  subject  however  to  the  right  of  their  respeidive 
owners  at  the  exjiiration  of  every  three  months  of  tl^  said  term  of 
service  to  substitute  other  slaves  so  liable  to  road  duty  in  their  place, 
and  who  by  such  substitution  shall  constitute  a  portion  or  the  whole 
of  said  force,  as  the  case  may  be,  from  tlie  respective  dates  of  such 
substitution ;  this  force  shall  be  raised  by  general  impressment  tlirough- 
out  the  whole  State  whenever  His  Excellency  the  Governor  may 
order  or  direct  such  agent  of  the  State  as  he  may  appoint  to  make 
such  impressment  under  the  jirovisions  of  this  act.  But  if  the  inpiress- 
ment  of  a  less  number  than  one-tenth  would  produce  should  be  found 
to  be  sufficient,  then  the  impressment  shall  be  made  on  the  State  at 
large  according  to  one  uniform  rule  of  ecjuality,  to  be  prescribed  in  the 
order  of  the  Governor  directing  such  impressment  to  be  made  by  the 


982 


opp:rations  in  r.  c.,  ga.,  and  fla. 


[Chap.  LVI. 


State  agent,  and  whatever  number  greater  than  ten  shall  be  so  pre¬ 
scribed  as  a  divisor  to  make  the  apportionment  of  no  fractions  of  slaves 
either  below  or  above  such  number  selected  as  a  divisor  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  or  taken  into  the  apportionment  unless  it  is  at  least  one-fifth 
or  more  of  such  divisor,  and  in  such  case  the  fraction  of  one-fifth  shall 
betaken  by  requiring  the  party  owning  it  to  furnish  one  hand  for  two 
months,  with  the  same  right  of  substitution  as  in  case  of  whole  num¬ 
bers,  and  the  same  rule  as  to  fractions  shall  be  observed  when  the 
number  ten  is  used  as  the  divisor  in  making  the  apportionment. 

Sec.  II.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to 
appoint  a  State  agent,  such  agent  to  be  selected  from  the  class  ot  per¬ 
sons  not  liable  to  conscription  in  the  Confederate  military  service,  if 
the  services  of  a  suitable  agent  can  be  secured  from  said  class,  who 
shall  receive  for  his  services  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  infantry, 
as  allowed  by  the  Confederate  Government,  during  his  employment,  to 
be  paid  to  him  monthly  by  the  State. 

Sec.  III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  agent  aforesaid,  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  reception  of  any  order  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
to  make  impressment  of  slaves  under  this  act,  to  extend  such  order  to 
the  sheriffs  of  the  several  judicial  districts  of  the  State,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  execute  the  same  in  their  respective  districts,  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  roads  and  the  authorities  of  incorporated 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  State 
agent  may  appoint,  to  furnish  to  the  sheriffs  of  their  respective  districts 
within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act  a  full  and  correct 
return  of  all  male  slaves  liable  to  road  duty  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  which  returns  shall  be  based  on  the  statements  furnished 
by  the  owners  of  such  slaves,  sworn  to  in  writing,  such  statements  to  be 
returned  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  roads,  and 
by  them  kept  on  file;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  sheriffs,  upon 
being  notified  by  the  said  State  agent  of  any  order  for  the  impressment 
of  slaves  as  aforesaid,  thirty  days  before  the  summons,  all  owners  liable 
under  such  order  to  turnish  slaves  to  have  the  slaves  so  liable  at  the 
respective  depots  and  at  the  proper  time,  giving  ten  days’  notice  thereof 
to  the  owners  for  transportation  to  the  place  of  labor  as  may  be  directed 
by  said  order;  and  the  said  sheriffs  shall  in  their  respective  districts, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  respectable  loyal  citizen,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
owner  of  each  slave,  if  he  will,  and  if  not,  by  the  sheriff*,  api)raise  said 
slaves  on  their  delivery  at  said  depots,  and  in  case  of  their  disagree¬ 
ment  they  shall  select  a  third  citizen  of  like  qualification,  whose  decision 
shall  be  final,  and  give  receipts  to  the  owners  for  them,  specifying  in 
said  receipts  the  names  of  the  slaves,  the  valuation  put  upon  them,  and 
term  of  service  for  which  they  are  impressed,  a  duplicate  of  which  re¬ 
ceipts  shall  also  be  furnished  by  the  several  sherifi's  to  the  State  agent; 
and  if  upon  t^e  day  and  at  the  place  so  notified  any  owner  of  slaves  so 
liable  shall  fail  to  have  them  in  readiness,  then  the  sheriffs  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  where  such  owner  resides  shall  immediately  arrest  such  slaves, 
and  the  cost  of  such  arrests,  subsistence  of  slaves,  and  transportation 
to  be  paid  by  the  defaulting  owner,  and  to  be  taxed  and  collected  as 
other  costs  now  are  by  law,  and  when  there  is  such  default,  failure,  or 
refusal  to  send  slaves,  after  due  summons  to  the  owners  by  the  sheriff, 
the  slaves  of  such  defaulters  shall  labor  and  serve  on  the  military  de¬ 
fenses  for  twice  the  period  of  time  specified  in  the  call  made  by  the 
Governor,  provided  that  the  slaves  thus  furnished  shall  not  be  detailed 
for  any  other  service  than  such  work  as  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  defense  of  this  State. 
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Sec.  ly.  That  the  State  agent  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor, 
appoint  such  other  sub-agents  as  may  be  found  necessary  and  proi3er  to 
the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  But  in  no  case  shall  he 
appoint  any  person  as  such  agent  who  is  liable  to  conscription  in  the 
Confederate  service  and  physically  able  for  active  service  in  the  army. 
Such  agents  shall  be  i)aid  by  the  State  eight  dollars  per  day  for  their 
services  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

Sec.  y.  The  respective  sheriffs  for  their  services  rendered  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  i^aid  by  the  State  eight  dollars  per  day 
whilst  actually  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  said  duties,  besides  their 
costs  for  arrests  and  fees  for  dieting  prisoners  so  arrested  in  pursuance 
thereof,  which  latter  shall  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  said  prisoners. 

Sec.  yi.  That  the  pay  for  such  slaves  shall  be  eleven  dollars  i^er 
month,  and  be  furnished  with  sufficient  rations  and  two  suits  of  clothes 
during  the  term  of  one  year,  or  one  suit  of  clothes  every  six  months, 
including  two  pairs  of  shoes  and  one  hat  for  the  year,  by  the  State,  or 
a  fair  commutation  in  money  for  the  clothing  if  furnished  by  the  owner. 
And  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  agent  to  certify  the  pay 
bills  for  the  pay  of  the  said  slaves  for  their  respective  owners,  specify¬ 
ing  the  number  of  said  slaves,  the  time  they  have  been  employed,  and 
the  names  of  the  owners,  which  bills  so  certified  shall  entitle  the  owners 
by  themselves,  or  their  order  indorsed  thereon,  to  receive  the  same  from 
the  State,  and  the  said  bills  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  sheriffs  of  the 
respective  districts  where  the  owners  reside,  to  be  delivered  by  them 
to  the  said  owners. 

Sec.  yil.  That  the  commissioners  of  roads,  city,  town,  and  village 
authorities,  for  neglect  of  any  of  the  duties  required  of  them  respec¬ 
tively  by  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  indictment,  and  upon  conviction  fined 
in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  And  that  any  sheriff 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  discharge  any  of  the  duties  required  of 
him  by  this  act,  shall,  upon  conviction  as  for  a  misdemeanor,  in  addition 
to  liability  on  his  official  bond  to  any  person  who  may  have  been 
aggrieved  by  such  default. 

Sec.  VIII.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  agent  to  visit  all. 
the  camps  of  the  laborers,  to  examine  their  condition,  to  observe  their 
treatment  and  disciijline,  to  examine  their  food  both  as  to  quality  and 
quantity,  and  to  see  that  it  is  the  proper  ration  for  each,  as  is  allowed 
by  law,  as  well  as  their  clothing,  and  especially  to  inform  Inmself  as  to 
their  medical  and  surgical  attendance  and  care,  and  whenever  required 
to  report  the  same  to  the  Governor,  and  particularly  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  term  of  service  of  each  levy,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make  siu'h 
report  to  the  Governor,  in  whose  possession  it  may  be  open  for  exam¬ 
ination  by  the  owners  of  the  said  slaves;  and  it  shall  also  be  his  duty 
to  prohibit  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  by  one  slave  upon 
another,  and  shall  require  that  if  a  slave  is  to  be  ])unished  for  any  de¬ 
fault  of  his  duty,  the  punishment  shall  be  administered  by  a  white  man 
in  authority.  And  for  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  said  agent  to  discharge 
faithfully  any  of  his  duties  as  prescribed  by  this  act,  he  slnill  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  removal  from  office  by  the  Governor  as  well  as  liable  to  an  action 
for  damages  by  any  individual  who  has  been  injured  by  his  negligence 
or  default  of  duty. 

Sec.  IX.  Transportation  sliall  be  furnished  by  the  State  agent  for 
slaves  impressed  under  this  act,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  going  to 
or  returning  from  tfie  place  of  labor  home  and  in  returning,  also  with 
sufficient  rations  to  last  them  home,  and  transportation  sliall  be  liir- 
nished  in  like  manner  for  substitutes  in  going  to  ajid  returning  from 
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said  place  of  labor.  And  an  account  shall  be  kept  by  the  said  agent 
of  all  expenditures  incurred  and  paid  by  the  State  in  providing  the 
slave  labor  aforesaid  and  in  carrying  this  act  into  full  execution,  which 
shall  be  annually  deposited  by  him  in  the  office  of  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  to  be  ju’esented  or  proffered  by  him  as  a  claim  by  this  State 
against  the  Confederate  Government  for  payment.  And  that  the  funds 
necessary  to  pay  all  expenditures  incurred  under  the  ]>rovisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  public  treasury,  not  other¬ 
wise  appropriated,  upon  the  presentation  of  the  pay  bills  signed  by  the 
State  agent. 

Sec.  X.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  and  the  State  agent 
to  have  all  slaves  returiued  to  their  owners  upon  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  servi(;e  Ibr  which  they  were  impressed,  and  the  owners  of 
such  as  may  have  been  killed  or  died  from  disease  during  their  term 
of  service  sliall  not  be  liable  to  sui>]dy  their  places  with  other  slaves 
for  the  unexpired  portion  of  said  term  of  service. 

Sec.  XI.  If  the  Confederate  Government  should  make  any  impress¬ 
ment  of  slave  labor  over  and  above  what  is  to  be  furnished  by  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act,  in  view  of  greater  emergencies  than  are  contem¬ 
plated  in  this  act,  then  and  in  that  event  the  owners  of  such  slaves 
shall  have  credit  as  for  so  much  labor  furnished  for  coast  duty. 

Sec.  XII.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  herebefore  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  on  the  subject  of  furnishing  labor  on  the  coast 
or  fortifications  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

In  the  Senate  and  House  the  twenty-third  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -four,  and  the 
eighty-ninth  year  of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina. 

W.  D.  POETEK. 

President  of  the  Senate. 

11.  B.  BOYLSTOX, 

Speal'er  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Secretary  of  State’s  Office, 

Cohmbia,  December  26^  1864. 

I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  act  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  all  acts  and  iiarts  of  acts  heretofore  passed  by  the 
liCgislature  of  this  State  on  the  subject  of  furnishing  slave  labor  on  the 
coast  and  fortifications  within  this  State,  and  otherwise  to  provide  for 
furnishing  such  labor,”  ratified  the  twenty-third  day  of  December, 
Anno  Domini  1801,  and  now  on  file  in  tliis  office. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State. 

[SEAL. I  '  WM.  E.  IIITXTT, 

Secret  a  rif  of  State. 


(biARLESTON,  December  24,  1864. 

(Received  7  ]>.  m.) 

President  Davis: 

Tlie  following  telegram  sent  to  (bmeral  Hood  yeste.  lay  is  commnni- 
(‘ated  for  your  inl'ormation : 

•  1  r<‘gret  to  inform  yoii  that  no  re-enforcoinent.s  can  possibly  be  sent  yon  from  any 
(inarter.  General  Taylor  lias  no  troojis  to  sjiare,  and  every  available  man  in  (Jeor<>ia 
and  Sontb  C^arolina  is  reipiired  to  opjiose  Sbernian,  who  is  not  on  a  raitl  but  an 
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important  cam])aign.  Should  yon  be  unable  to  gain  any  material  advantage  on  Ten¬ 
nessee  with  your  present  means  you  iTiust  retire  at  once  behind  tin;  Tennessee  River, 
and  come  with  or  send  to  Augusta  by  best  and  quickest  routes  all  forces  not  abso¬ 
lutely  required  to  hold  defensive  line  referred  to, 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAIID, 

•  General. 


Special  Orders,  }  Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

Ko.  305.  (  JRichmond,  T5c,  December  24^  1HG4. 

*  *  *  *  * 

XI.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Provisional  Army,  G.  S.,  Avill  report  with¬ 
out  delay  to  Oeneral  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding,  Ac.,  for  assign¬ 
ment  to  duty  at  or  near  Charleston,  S,  C. 

*  *  *  ^  *  -*  # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JXO.  WITHEBS, 
istant  Adjuta n f- Genera  1. 


Chari.eston,  December  24,  4804. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

March  your  command  without  delay  to  Pocotaligo,  leaving  only  such 
guards  at  Hardeeville  as  you  may  deem  necessary.  At  Pocotaligo  you 
Avill  receive  further  instructions.  Tlie  forces  at  Grahamville  and  (hto- 
sawhatchie  tvill  remain  for  the  present. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


Special  Field  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  McLaws’  Division, 

No.  9.  j  H ardeeville,  December  24,  4804. 

I.  Col.  J.  C.  Fiser,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  brigade  composed  of  the  following  troops:  First  Georgia 
Eegulars,  Col.  E.  A.  Wayne  commanding;  Symons’  Eegiment  of 
Eeserves,  Col.  W.  E.  Symons  commanding;  Twenty-seventh  Georgia 
Battalion  and  Cobb  Guards,  Maj.  A.  L.  Hartridge  commauding. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  above-named  organizations  will  re])ort 
to  Col.  J.  C.  Fiser  Avithout  delay. 

By  order  of  Major-General  McLaAA  s: 

E.  W.  B.  ELLIOTT, 

.4  ssist((nf  A  djntan  t-General. 


Pocotaligo,  December  2i,  480t. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

General  Jones  left  this  morning  for  Charleston.  I  have  orders  t(» 
resume  my  old  district  command  [dispatch  torn]  and  locate  the  troo])s 
destined  for  my  command.  1  do  not  like  to  leave  here  until  you  come. 
Deserters  report  this  morning  that  the  enemy  contemplated  transpoi  t- 
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ing’  last  niglit  part  of  liis  force  from  my  immediate  front  for  a  landing 
at  Boyd’s.  I  have  apprised  General  Chesniit,  and  ordered  him  if  he 
needs  them  to  ask  for  [re-enforcements].  Please  inform  me  of  your 
movements  and  when  voii  are  likely  to  he  here. 

W.  B.  TALIAFEEEO, 

BHijadier- General. 


Is^EAR  Savannah,  Decemher  24^  4864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charle^ion : 

Cannot  the  order  for  burning  mills  and  rice,  corn,  and  other  ju^ovis- 
ions  be  reconsidered  f  The  threats  of  enemy  to  burn  and  destroy  all 
property  in  South  Carolina  are  of  such  a  character  if  we  commence 
burning  enemy  will  feel  justified  in  continuing.  Will  it  not  be  better 
to  give  them  no  ])rovocation  to  burn?  What  Ave  would  burn  in  Beau¬ 
fort  District  would  be  of  little  value  to  enemy. 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 


Charleston,  Decemher  25^  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  Hardee  reports  that  a  force  of  enemy — infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavalry — number  not  known,  has  moved  from  Savannah  toward  the 
Altamaha  Eiver.  He  has  ordered  some  cavalry  to  watch  and  check 
the  column.  No  report  from  General  Hood  since  November  28. 

^  G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Executive  Department,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

Colnmhiaj  December  25.,  1864. 

His  Excellency  President , Davis  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  accidental  circumstance  of  the  delay  of  Colonel 
Buist’s  departure  for  Eichmoud  enables  me  to  send  this  note  by  him. 
General  Preston  having  informed  me  that  you  had  been  unwell,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  many  matters  now  pressing  upon  you,  induce  me  to 
confine  myself  at  this  time  to  a  few  brief  suggestions.  The  fall  of 
Savannah  has,  of  course,  very  much  afi’ected  the  people  of  this  State. 
The  question  wdiich  naturally  presents  itself  is,  ivhy  the  force  Avhich 
penetrated  Georgia  cannot  penetrate  South  Carolina.  And  at  this 
moment  it  is  not  an  unwillingness  to  opi)ose  the  enemy,  but  a  chilling 
apprehension  of  the  futility  of  doing  so,  which  afiects  the  people.  1  am 
endeavoring,  and  I  Avill  remove  that  chill  anddispel  that  apprehension; 
but  upon  you  must  I  rely  for  that  material  aid  which  will  assist  the 
1)60] )le  of  the  State  to  make  good  their  determined  opposition.  As 
rapidly  as  it  can  be  done  1  am  reorganizing  the  militia;  its  efiectivu^. 
force  I  cannot  yet  estimate — I  hope  larger  than  has  been  supposed.  If 
you  Avill  send  us  aid  (although  for  the  moment  it  falls  short  of  eftectual 
aid),  if  it  be  that  aid  Avhich  now  foreshadoivs  other  aid  to  come,  that 
si)irit  can  be  vitalized  which  when  aroused  to  a  certain  extent  siqiplies 
the  place  of  numbers,  and  is  of  itself  strength. 
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Of  any  force  which  you  may  send  I  am  very  anxious  that  the  bri^^ade 
of  General  Conner,  a  i)art  of  General  Kershaw’s  division,  should  be  a 
part  of  it,  and  sent  as  soon  as  possible.  I  would  be  much  rejoiced  if 
General  Kershaw  with  his  division  could  be  spared  to  us.  But  if  that 
is  not  practicable  1  greatly  desire  the  brigade  of  General  Conner.  The 
l^resence  of  General  Conner  with  his  brigade  would  greatly  tend  to  in¬ 
spire  confidence  and  excite  hope. 

You,  of  course,  are  much  better  informed  of  the  number  of  troops 
on  our  coast  and  in  the  city  of  Charleston  than  I  am.  You  are  also 
aware  of  the  necessities  at  other  points  which  may  control  you;  but 
it  is  considered  that  the  force  on  the  coast  is  not  sufficient  to  make 
effectual  resistance  to  General  Sherman.  If  that  is  so,  Charleston  falls ; 
if  Charleston  fiills,  Richmond  follows.  Richmond  may  fall  and  Charles¬ 
ton  be  saved,  but  Richmond  cannot  be  saved  if  Charleston  falls.  If  now 
I  urge  upon  you  the  concentration  of  all  available  strength  for  the 
defense  of  Charleston  I  will  be  acquitted  of  all  selfish  consideration 
when  I  venture  to  remind  you  that  two  years  ago,  when  it  seemed  as  if 
then  a  necessity  was  about  to  arise  in  which  you  would  be  forced  to 
decide  between  Charleston  and  Richmond,  I  gave  you  then  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  my  support,  however  feeble,  in  sustaining  you  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Charleston  if  it  would  accomplish  the  end  we  then  desired. 
Kow,  however,  I  -presume  that,  as  between  these  places,  there  is  no 
doubt  that,  if  unable  to  save  both,  Charleston  is  that  which  from  every 
consideration  we  must  prefer  to  save.  To  save  it  we  must  have  troops. 
It  is  in  this  connection  that  I  must  bring  also  to  your  attention  the  vital 
consequence  of  attending  at  once  to  Brancliville  as  a  place  to  be  forti¬ 
fied  and  to  which  troops  should  be  sent.  Its  strategic  importance  I  am 
sure  is  too  manifest  to  require  from  me  any  urgency  in  bringing  it  to 
your  notice.  There  are  no  works  there  which  are  of  the  slightest  con¬ 
sequence.  I  understand  surveys  are  now  making;  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  they  were  not  made  before  this  time.  You  will  not 
understand  from  this  that  I  wish  to  indulge  in  censure  or  criticism,  but 
to  indicate  to  you  that  a  position  of  the  utmost  consequence  is  not  pre¬ 
pared  for  resistance  to  the  attempt  which  may  be  reasonably  supposed 
will  be  made  to  possess  it.  If  that  atteinpt  should  be  successful  our 
future  will  be  greatly  clouded. 

In  view  of  these  difficulties  I  must  freely  confer  with  you  as  to  the 
expediency  of  adding  the  services  of  such  State  officers  as  are  connected 
with  the  State  government  to  those  which  the  engineer  officers  of  the 
Confederate  Government  may  be  now  endeavoring  to  render.  I  am 
sure  that,  with  the  spirit  which  pronq^ts  me  and  them,  there  cannot  be 
conflict  or  confusion,  and  that  great  success  will  be  gained  which  results 
from  united  action.  In  this  connection  also  suffer  me  to  make  another 
suggestion.  The  number  of  detailed  men  in  the  State  is  considerable. 
It  has  been  supi)osed  that  they  are  not  liable  to  militia  duty.  It  mat¬ 
ters  little  how  that  may  be,  except  in  this  respect :  that  their  absence 
from  all  appearance  of  military  service  by  so  much  diminishes  the  in¬ 
fluences  with  which  1  am  now  attempting  to  quicken  and  excite  our 
people  not  only  to  effective  resistance,  but  to  that  confidence  in  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  that  resistance  which  will  assist  me  in  my  efforts  and  sustain 
them  in  their  conduct.  If  when  the  militia  was  paraded  and  inspected 
the  detailed  men  were  also  to  be  paraded,  I  am  quite  sure  of  the  effect. 
It  would  be  no  interference  with  the  command  of  them  by  Confederate 
officers ;  it  would  not  interfere  with  tlnur  business,  for  it  would  not  occur 
more  than  once  or  twice,  and  then  only  for  a  few  hours,  and  the  effect 
would  be,  I  am  sure,  beneficial. 
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These  suggestioDS  I  make  to  you  with  tlie  eoiivictioii  that  yon  will 
assist  me  iu  every  way  to  develop  now  all  ot*  our  resources  to  aid  you 
in  the  task  that  is  before  you  and  us.  There  are  other  matters  con¬ 
cerning  which  I  will  at  an  early  day  communicate  with  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  G.  MAGEATH. 


Charleston,  December  25j  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Suspend  the  order  for  burning  mills,  corn,  rice,  and  other  provisions 
for  the  present. 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalra^  Division, 

Smith’’ s  House.,  December  25 ^  1864. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide- de- Camp  : 

Lieutenant  :  General  Wheeler  told  me  verbally  two  days  ago  that 
he  wished  me  to  take  charge  of  and  picket  the  line  between  Union 
Creek  and  New  Eiver  bridge,  and  that  he  would  send  me,  in  addition 
to  my  iiresent  force,  400  cavalry  to  perform  the  duty.  Colonel  Pointer’s 
regiment,  of  Allen’s  brigade,  has  reported  to  me,  but  not  the  Second 
Tennessee.  General  Allen  left  without  telling  me  what  portion  of  the 
line  was  being  picketed  by  his  command.  1  was  under  the  impression 
that  he  was  covering  the  river  between  Izard’s  and  Screven’s  Ferry, 
but  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  General  Young  asking  me  to  move 
the  left  of  my  line  down  to  Huger’s  place,  as  he  was  picketing  six  miles 
with  only  fifty  men.  What  force  is  now  picketing  the  line  between 
Screven’s  Ferry  and  New  Eiver  bridge?  Please  give  me  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  you  can  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  line  from  Izard’s 
to  New  Eiver  bridge  is  being  picketed.  I  would  also  respectfully 
request  a  written  order  defining  exactly  the  duty  I  am  to  perform  and 
when  I  am  to  commence  performing  it.  I  would  also  like  to  be  informed 
what  quartermaster  at  Hardeeville  my  division  quartermaster  is  to  call 
on  for  corn.  Colonel  Pointer  has  reported  to  me,  and  has  not  a  single 
wagon.  How  can  he  subsist  his  men  and  horses?  Everything  for 
them  must  come  from  Hardeeville,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
he  should  have  wagons.  I  am  depending  entirely  on  the  major-general 
commanding  to  assist  me  in  getting  corn  for  my  animals;  without 
bis  prompt  assistance  they  must  suffer.  I  have  ordered  Colonel  White 
to  extend  his  line  to  Clydesdale  Creek,  and  Colonel  Pointer  to  cover 
the  line  from  Clydesdale  Creek  to  Screven’s  Ferry.  Beyond  this  I 
have  and  shall  do  nothing  until  I  hear  from  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  and  until  the  Second  Tennessee  reports.  My  horses  have  had 
no  corn  for  four  or  five  days.  Colonel  Pointer  told  me  this  morning 
that  several  horses  had  already  died  from  eating  rice.  Please  urge 
upon  the  general  the  urgent  necessity  of  supplying  my  command  imme¬ 
diately  with  corn. 

Eespectfully  requesting  an  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience,  I  am, 
lieutenant,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ANDEESON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 
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Hdqrs.  Georgia  Eeserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon^  Ga.j  December  25^  1864. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston^  S.  C. : 

General  :  The  telegraphic  wires  work  so  badly  between  Milieu  and 
this  point  that  we  shall  have  to  rely  for  the  present  upon  the  courier- 
line.  I  am  using  every  effort  to  remedy  the  difficulties  on  the  line. 
This  morning  I  learn  througli  the  Augusta  papers  of  the  evacuation  of 
Savannah.  I  had  hoped  to  have  received  earlier  and  more  reliable 
information  of  what  was  occurring  with  our  forces  in  and  about  Savan¬ 
nah,  but  have  so  far  heard  nothing  except  through  the  newspapers. 

The  fall  of  Savannah  thus  closing  that  portion  of  Sherman’s  cam- 
liaign,  leads  to  the  inquiry  of  the  enemy’s  next  movement.  Of  this  you 
are  far  more  able  to  judge  than  I  am,  but  I  venture  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  ])robabilities  of  a  movement  uiion  Southwestern  Georgia. 
The  removal  of  the  prisoners  back  to  Andersonville,  which  has  been 
effected,  adds  to  the  inducement  for  a  demonstration  in  that  quarter. 
Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  being  now  relieved  from  Sherman’s  army,  can  go 
in  any  direction,  and  already  we  have  reports  of  its  moving  in  that 
direction.  You  are  aware  that  I  have  no  force  to  meet  even  a  cavalry 
raid  if  made  in  any  force,  and  hence  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
subject. 

In  the  upper  portion  of  the  State  I  have  some  cavalry  commands, 
composed  principally  of  militia  and  deserters  and  absentees,  organized 
under  the  authority  of  General  Hood  while  that  section  of  the  State 
was  in  the  occupancy  of  the  enemy.  The  strength  of  these  commands 
I  do  not  know,  as  they  have  not  yet  reported  to  me,  as  I  have  required 
them  to  do.  When  purged  of  the  men  who  belong  to  the  Confederate 
service  I  vsuppose  the  various  organizations  will  be  about  1,200  strong, 
and  it  was  with  this  force,  with  such  aid  as  1  could  give  from  the 
reserve  artillery,  that  I  proposed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  Dalton.  I 
state  these  facts,  and  inclose  a  copy  of  my  general  order  in  reference  to 
these  troops,  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the  condition  the  State  is  in, 
in  a  military  point  of  view. 

About  1,000  men,  composed  of  Colonel  Hood’s  cavalry  and  a  portion 
of  the  militia,  under  General  McKay,  were  at  the  Altamaha  bridge,  on 
the  Savannah  and  Gulf  Eailroad,  at  my  last  advices,  on  the  19th 
instant.  All  the  militia  that  were  lit  for  held  service  were  sent  forward 
to  Savannah  from  this  point,  and  the  remainder,  composed  of  old  men 
unable  to  do  held  duty,  were  organized  and  furloughed  by  Governor 
Brown  until  further  orders. 

The  information  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  which  I  gather  from 
the  papers,  and  the  dispatch  1  forward  to  you  to-day  from  Colonel 
Brent  containing  the  curious  inquiry  of  General  S.  D.  Lee,  cause  appre¬ 
hensions  of  serious  disasters  in  that  quarter.  1  ain  more  and  more  per¬ 
suaded  of  the  vital  importance  of  increasing  our  army  by  the  volunteer 
principle  of  which  I  have  si)oken  so  freely  to  you.  The  number  of  men 
wlioni  it  seems  impossible  to  obtain  by  conscription,  but  who  could  be 
got  in  the  way  I  have  proposed,  would  greatly  increase  our  army. 

1  should  add  that  General  Hood  has  called  for  all  the  arms  and 
ammunition  at  this  place  to  be  forwarded  to  him,  which  has  been  done, 
reserving  a  very  small  jmrtion  of  each. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours,  tS:c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Your  boxes  received  and  stored  with  the  depositary  h(‘re. 

H.  C. 
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January  14, 1865. 

lleturn  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Subseciueut  events  answer  the  main  points  in  this  letter. 

4.  1). 


[luclosure.] 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Ga.  Res.  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Ga., 

No.  30.  )  Macon^  Ga.^  December  7,  1864. 

I.  The  following-  military  organizations,  raised  under  the  authority  of 
Governor  Brown,  and  afterward  received  into  the  Confederate  service 
by  General  J.  B.  Hood — to  wit,  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Findlay,  the  battalions  commanded  by  Alajors  Beall,  Murkinson,  Gra¬ 
ham,  McCallum,  and  Ledford,  and  the  battalion  lately  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Glenn,  of  Pickens  County  (whose  commission  was 
revoked  because  he  was  reported  to  Governor  Brown  as  a  deserter), 
under  the  person  who  may  have  been  elected  to  command  it — will  be 
maintained  for  sixty  days  from  date  in  discharge  of  such  duties  as  they 
may  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

II.  After  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days  all  men  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  forty-live  subject  to  conscription  will  report  to  the 
proper  enrolling  officer  for  assignment  to  the  army  in  the  field  j  those 
liable  either  to  militia  duty  or  to  service  in  the  reserves  will  remain  in 
the  present  organizations. 

III.  All  persons  now  in  these  organizations  absent  without  leave  from 
the  Confederate  Army  will  return  promptly  to  their  commands  with 
the  assurance  that  their  cases  will  be  recommended  to  the  most  favor¬ 
able  consideration  of  their  respective  commanding  generals,  in  view  of 
the  services  rendered  by  them  in  these  organizations;  and  to  carry  out 
this  object  the  officers  under  whom  they  have  been  serving  will  furnish 
each  one  with  a  statement  of  his  services.  After  this  opportunity  fur¬ 
ther  indulgence  to  absentees  will  not  be  granted. 

IV.  The  officers  in  command  of  these  organizations  are  enjoined  to 
be  vigilant  in  the  arrest  of  all  deserters  and  absentees,  and  will  forward 
them  without  delay  to  the  conscript  camp  at  this  place. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb: 

R.  J.  HALLETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Executive  Department, 
Macon^  Ga.,  December  7.  1864. 

I.  The  above  orders  of  Major-General  Cobb  have  been  submitted  to 
my  inspection,  and  I  concur  in  the  order  that  the  persons  in  said  organ¬ 
izations  wlio  are  subject  to  my  command  as  militiamen  remain  in  the 
same  organization  with  those  subject  to  his  command  as  Confederate 
reserves  till  further  orders,  and  I  direct  all  such  organizations  torei)ort 
to  General  Cobb,  and  obey  his  orders  in  future  as  they  have  heretofore 
obeyed  the  orders  of  General  Hood,  till  further  directions  from  these 
headquarters. 

II.  All  persons  in  said  organizations  who  belong  to  the  State  Line  or 
the  company  of  State  scouts  who  are  now  absent  without  leave  will 
report  immediately  to  their  respective  commands.  Those  who  obey 
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this  order  by  reporting  to  their  eomiiiauding  officers,  or,  if  they  cannot 
reach  them,  to  these  headquarters,  within  the  next  twenty  days,  will 
receive  a  free  pardon,  except  the  deduction  of  their  wages  for  the  time 
they  have  been  absent  and  one  month’s  additional  deduction. 

III.  All  other  iiersons  not  in  said  organizations  who  are  so  absent 
without  leave  will  also  report  to  their  respective  commands  within 
twenty  days,  and  will  be  excused  from  any  degrading  punishment. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


Hd(,)RS.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Oeoroia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston^  8.  C.,  December  26^  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.,  Richmond : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  17th  instant  from  Maj.  Gen.  William 
T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  demanding  the  surrender  of  Savannah  and 
its  dependent  forts,  and  a  coi)y  of  my  reply  to  that  demand.* 

Very  respectlhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  26,  1861. 

Major-General  Me  Laws, 

Pocotaligo : 

(Through  Major-General  Jones.) 

Hold  your  command  for  the  present  at  Pocotaligo.  Take  immediate 
command  of  the  line  from  Hardeeville  to  Pocotaligo.  Gather  in  all 
supjdies  in  the  country.  Have  line  of  Combahee  examined  by  staff 
officer. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  December  26,  1861. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Hardeeville : 

It  is  intended  to  hold  on  to  line  from  Hardeeville  to.  Pocotaligo.  It 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  hold  on  to  New  River. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Hardeeville,  December  26, 1861 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Col.  J.  W.  Caldwell, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will 
move  with  your  command  to  some  point  near  Robertsville  where  forage 
can  be  procured.  This  order  is  given  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
forage  here  You  will  use  the  most  diligent  efforts  to  kee])  the  men 
from  straggling  on  the  inarch.  On  selecting  a  canq)  you  will  establish 
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ill  id  keej)  constantly  a  good  camp  guard.  Keep  the  men  closely  in 
camp,  enforce  the  most  rigid  discipline,  use  every  effort  to  prevent 
depredations  upon  citizens,  have  regular  daily  drills,  and  see  that  no 
forage  is  wasted,  requiring  your  quartermaster  to  make  proper  issues  . 
regularly.  You  will  draw  your  subsistence  stores  from  Eobertsville. 

Kespectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Circular  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Lewis’  Brigade, 

No.  — .  q  Puryshurg^  8.  (7.,  Decemher  26^  1864. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding,  the  com¬ 
mand  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  this  evening  to  a  point  near  Eoberts¬ 
ville. 

Commanding  officers  are  specially  enjoined  to  keep  their  men  in 
column  and  allow  no  straggling  whatever.  Arriving  in  camp  a  good 
and  efficient  camp  guard  will  be  established  and  the  men  required  to 
remain  closely  in  camp,  enforcing  the  most  rigid  discipline.  The  regular 
stated  roll-calls  will  be  held  in  the  presence  of  an  officer,  and  all  delin¬ 
quents  faithfully  reported. 

Depredations  of  anj^  kind  whatever  are  strictly  prohibited,  and  any 
one  caught  committing  same  will  be  dealt  with  accordingly.  The  com¬ 
missary  will  supply  subsistence,  and  the  quartermaster  make  regular 
issues  of  forage,  and  no  departure  from  this  order  will  be  made  under 
any  circumstances  whatever.  The  colonel  commanding  feels  satisfied 
that  all  officers  and  men  will  faithfully  bear  him  out  in  the  execution 
of  this  order  when  they  are  informed  that  the  reputation  of  themselves 
and  their  State  is  noAV  in  question. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  place  us  off  to 
ourselves,  and  see  for  himself  whether  it  is  this  brigade  that  is  commit¬ 
ting  all  the  depredations  reported  to  him  through  the  country  or  not. 

This  order  will  be  read  to  the  command  when  assembled  to  move. 

By  order  of  John  W.  Caldwell,  colonel  commanding  brigade: 

T.  E.  STAKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Report  of  effective  strength  of  General  Taliaferro^ s  command,  (fc.,for  December  26,  1864. 


Coiuniaml. 

Effective 
strength,  j 

Remarks. 

Companies  I  and  K,  3d  Soutli  Carolina  Cav¬ 

109 

Near  Pocotaligo. 

alry,  Captain  Seabrook, 

Companies  A  and  B,  Kirk’s  Squadron.  Cap¬ 

105 

Depot. 

tain  Kirk. 

Total  Major  Jenkins’  command . 

214 

5th  Georgia  Eegiment.  Major  Hundley . 

32d  Georgia  liegimeiit,  Lieutenant-Colonel 

222 

One  mile  and  a  half  from  Coosaw. 

272 

Do. 

Bacou. 

Ist  Georgia ReserA'es,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neely 

119 

Do. 

3d  Georgia  Keserve.s,  Colonel  Moore . \ 

397 

Coosa  whatc  hie. 

47th  Georgia  Regiment,  Captain  Thompson - 

232 

TulliHnuy  works. 

Detachment  Ist  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Cap¬ 

131  i 

Do. 

tain  Trezevant. 

7th  North  Carolina  Reserves,  Lieutenant-Col¬ 

130 

Do. 

onel  Hancock. 

1st  South  Carolina  Militia,  Lieutenant-Colonel 

403 

Do. 

lierudou. 
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Report  of  effective  strength  of  General  Taliaferro's  command,  — Coiitiuiied. 


Command. 

Effective 

strength. 

i  ■ 

Remarks. 

Anderson’s  battery.  Lieutenant  Hurst . 

112 

Coosawhatchie. 

Beaufort  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Rhodes . 

108 

Do. 

Section  De  Pass’  battery.  Lieutenant  Manget. . 

53 

Do. 

(Tirardey’s  battery,  Captain  Girardey . 

11)8 

Coosawhatchie  and  Tullitiuny. 

Detachment  3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Cap- 

110 

One  mile  rear  of  Coosawhatchie. 

tain  Campbell. 

Detachment  Mounted  South  Carolina  Reserves. 

66 

Do. 

Captain  Kay. 

Total  Colonel  Harrison’s  command . 

2,  463 

Company  B,  8th  Battalion,  South  Carolina  Re¬ 

40 

Work  on  Coosawhatchie  road. 

serves',  Captain  Fishburne. 

2d  Regiment  South  Carolina  Militia,  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  Duncan. 

138 

Honey  Hill. 

1 

3d  Regiment  South  Carolina  Militia,  Lieuten¬ 

290 

Do. 

ant-Colonel  Harrington. 

4th  Regiment  South  Carolina  Militia,  Colonel 

-  185 

Do. 

Ligon. 

Chai'les’  battery,  Sergeant  Williamson . 

81 

Do. 

Earle’s  battery.  Lieutenant  Graham . 

38 

Coosawhatchie  and  Bo  Ian  road. 

Companies  C  and  E,  3d  South  Carolina  Caval¬ 

no  ; 

Courier  and  picket  duty.  i 

1 

ry,  Lieutenants  Farr  and  Jandon. 

i 

1st' Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  Major 

149 

Bee’s  Creek. 

Ballinger. 

6th  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  Major 

295 

Do. 

Meriwether. 

Lafayette  Artillery,  Captain  Kanapaux . 

Detachment  of  Cfiaiies’  battery,  Lieutenant 

102 

Do, 

17 

Do. 

Jones. 

2d  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves,  Major 

136 

Dawson’s  Blulf. 

Barnette. 

Detachment  Lafayette  Artillerv . 

12 

Do. 

Total  General  Chesnut’s  command  . 

1,593 

EECAPITULATION. 


Major  Jenkins’  command .  214 

Colonel  Harrison’s  command .  2, 463 

General  Chesnut’s  command .  l’  59;^ 


Grand  total . . ’ . 4,270 


Charleston,  Becember  27 ^  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  Hood  desires  me  to  visit  Army  of  Tennessee.  Colonel  Brent, 
my  chief  of  statt^  at  Montgomery,  says  my  presence  is  required  west, 
owing  to  some  confusion  in  various  matters  and  want  of  supplies  and 
ammunition.  Unless  otherwise  instructed  I  will  leave  here  as  soon 
as  I  can  make  definite  arrangements  for  future  operations  in  this  State. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAKD, 

General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  27,  istil — n.so  a.  m. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

In  event  of  having  to  abandon  the  coast,  and  enemy’s  movements 
will  iiermit  a  choice  of  base  of  operations,  shall  it  lx*  toward  North 
Carolina  or  Georgia?  Latter  is  true  base  for  forces  of  this  de])artm(‘nt, 
but  views  of  War  Department  may  require  otherwise. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAKD, 

General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

December  27^  1864. 

Lieut.  Geu.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Comclg.  Dept,  of  8.  (7.,  Ga.^  and  Fla..  Charleston^  8.  C. : 

General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  direct  as 
follows : 

First.  That  you  make  silently  and  cautiously  all  necessary  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  evacuation  of  Charleston  should  it  become  necessary,  taking 
at  the  same  time  the  proper  steps  to  save  the  garrisons  of  the  different 
works.  Detailed  and  confidential  instructions  should  be  given  as  to  the 
spiking,  by  means  of  rat-tail  files,  all  heavy  guns  and  such  others  as 
cannot  ]3e  moved;  for  disabling  carriages,  chassis,  and  batteries. 

Second.  That  the  infantry  and  cavalry  of  your  command  be  organized 
forthwith  into  brigades  and  divisions, under  good  commanders;  that  all 
the  troops  be  supplied  with  knapsacks,  haversacks,  canteens,  blankets, 
and  shoes,  and  that  ample  transportation  be  supplied,  as  also  ammnni- 
tion  for  small-arms  and  light  batteries. 

Third.  That  all  light  batteries  be  organized  into  battalions  of  three 
batteries  each,  one  battalion  being  attached  to  each  division,  the  others 
in  reserve,  under  the  chief  of  artillery. 

The  battalions  attached  to  divisions,  although  under  the  orders  of 
the  division  commanders  in  battle  and  on  the  march,  will  nevertheless 
make  all  their  returns  and  reports  to  the  chief  of  artillery,  and  all  cor¬ 
respondence  relative  to  the  organization,  equipment,  and  interior  man¬ 
agement  of  battalions  will  pass  through  the  samechannel.  Such  batteries 
will  only  be  under  the  orders  of  the  chief  of  artillery  when  in  permanent 
camp  or  winter  quarters.  The  commanding  general  also  directs  that 
should  field  officers  be  needed  for  the  battalions  you  will  apply  by  tele¬ 
graph  to  the  War  Department  and  request  immediate  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General.  ' 


Charleston,  December  27^  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

8ecretarif  of  War: 

Florida  has  been  cut  off  in  great  part  from  these  headquarters,  and 
needs  an  officer  of  experience  to  command  there.  General  Jones  can 
be  spared  for  this  jourpose.  Will  yon  order  him 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


PocOTALiGo,  December  27^  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

llardeeville : 

Direct  a  detachment  from  your  command,  consisting  of  four  commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  forty  men,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Ferebee’s  place,  be¬ 
tween  Great  Swamp  and  Grahamville,  there  to  meet  S.  F.  O’Xeill,  of 
commissary  department,  to  assist  in  collecting  cattle. 

L.  Mc’LAWS, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 
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POCOTALIGO,  December  27^  1864. 

Major-General  Wheelee, 

Hardeeville  : 

I  am  directed  by  General  Hardee  to  assume  command  of  all  the 
troops  between  the  Savannah  River  and  this  point.  Order  General  P. 
M.  B.  Young  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Grahamville  with  his  brigade  and 
take  command  at  that  point. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General.;  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Hardeeville^  December  27^  1864. 

Col.  T.  B.  Roy, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel  :  I  dispatched  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  a  day  or  two 
past  to  know  if  he  would  permit  me  to  withdraw  my  picket-line  to  or 
near  this  place.  Yesterday  I  received  a  dispatch  (which  suppose  was 
an  answer)  to  hold  on  to  Yew  River,- as  it  was  intended  to  hold  the 
line  from  Hardeeville  to  Pocotaligo.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  would  not 
answer  for  my  line  to  extend  from  Yew  River  bridge  to  Pringle  Smith’s 
plantation,  on  Savannah  River*?  This  would  shorten  my  line  and  enable 
me  to  blockade  the  roads  below  that  line.  Please  answer  by  telegraph. 
Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant,  ‘ 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston^  December  29.  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Major-General  Wheeler: 

The  authority  to  shorten  his  line,  within  asked  for,  has  been  given 
him  by  telegraph. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Central  Railroad  Company, 

MaeoU;  Ga.,  December  27,  1864. 

The  president  reached  Macon  yesterday.  To  day  he  had  a  meetiug 
with  Mr.  Purse,  the  only  director  of  the  comiiany  now  in  Macon.  After 
full  conversation  with  Mr.  Adams,  superintendent,  it  was 
Resolved;  First,  in  relation  to  tlie  railroad,  that  it  is  exiiedient  and 
proper  that  the  road  be  repaired  down  to  Gordon,  and  thence  to  Mid¬ 
way,  on  the  Milledgeville  Branch,  and  then  that  the  Eatontoii  Branch 
be  repaired  up  to  Eatonton.  By  this  means  two  passages  across  the 
State  can  be  secured,  viz,  one  of  thirty- five  miles,  from  Midway  to  May- 
field,  and  one  of  twenty-two  miles,  from  Eatonton  to  Madison.  It  is 
expedient  to  repair  the  Augusta  and  Savannah  Railroad  down  to  or  a 
little  below  Thomas’  Station.  Sucli  portion  as  above  specified  to  be 
worked  Avith  engines  and  cars. 
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Such  is  the  damaged  condition  of  the  road  below  Gordon  that  it  is 
considered  inexpedient  at  present  to  attempt  the  repair  of  it.  'In  view 
also  of  the  fact  that  the  enemy  with  a  very  large  army  holds  Savannah, 
it  is  considered  very  unsafe  to  attempt  any  further  repairs  of  the  road. 

Resolved^  That  painful  as  it  is,  the  employes  in  the  road  department 
must  be  discharged  on  the  31st  instant,  except  so  many  as  are  indis¬ 
pensably  necessary  to  do  the  work  hereinbefore  set  forth,  and  the 
superintendent  is  directed  to  be  particular  in  keei)ing  down  the  force 
to  the  lowest  possible  point.  He  is  to  report  to-morrow,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  (before  the  31st  instant)  as  he  can,  the  employes  who  are  to 
be  retained. 

In  relation  to  the  banks  : 

Resolved^  That  the  only  officer  to  be  retained  in  the  service  besides 
the  Cooks  is  Mr.  T.  M.  Cunningham. 

Considering  the  necessary  curtailments  of  expense  indicated  by  the 
preceding,  the  president  voluntarily  relinquishes  part  of  his  salary  to 
$8,000  per  annum,  to  begin  on  the  ist  dav  of  January,  1865. 

E.  E.  CUYLEE. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  Decimher  28,  1864. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston,  8.  C. : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  represents  the  value  as  such,  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  work-shops  at  Columbus,  Ga.,  of  the  naval  battalion  now  at 
Green  Pond,  and  their  rapidly  diminishing  numbers,  that  it  is  suggested 
the  remainder  be  returned  as  soon  as  possible  to  their  former  employ¬ 
ment  at  Columbus. 

JEFFN  DAVIS. 


Charleston,  December  28, 1864. 

(Eeceived  10.30  29th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  Cobb  reports  railroad  from  Macon  to  Milledgeville  will  be 
comi)leted  to-morrow.  He  urges  completion  of  telegraph  line  from 
Augusta  to  Atlanta,  the  one  via  Millen  being  unreliable. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Charleston,  December  28,  1864. 

(Eeceived  10.30  29th.) 

(xeneral  S.  Cooper: 

My  presence  being  required  immediately  in  western  i)art  of  my  pres¬ 
ent  command,  I  respectfully  request,  on  account  of  interruption  in  rail¬ 
road  communication,  that  the  order  extending  the  limits  of  said 
command  to  Atlantic  coast  be  recalled.  The  Department  of  South 
(hirolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida  might  be  annexed  to  General  Bragg’s 
department. 

U.  T.  BEACEEGAIM), 

General. 
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General  S.  Cooper: 


( 'HAKLESTON,  December  2^^  1864. 

(Received  10.15  29tli.) 


The  liglit  artillery  of  this  department  has  been  organized  into  eight 
battalions  of  three  batteries  each,  and  the  following-named  artillery 
officers,  the  majority  of  whom  are  the  senior  captains  in  their  resx)ective 
battalions,  are  recommended  for  promotion  to  majors  and  command 
the  battalions:  Capts.  G.  H.  Walter,  E.  L.  Parker,  W.  K.  Bachman, 
W.  E.  Earle,  H.  M.  Stuart,  J.  W.  Brooks,  J.  A.  Alaxwell,  and  Lieut. 
W.  H.  Kemper.  All  available  artillery  officers  of  rank  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  have  been  assigned  to  heavy  artillery  commands,  and  will  bo 
required  with  these  commands,  should  they  take  the  field  as  infantry, 
except  Lieutenant-Colonels  Kemper  and  Jones,  to  each  of  whom  it 'is 
l>roposed  to  give  two  of  the  above-mentioned  battalions  as  reserves. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieuiena  n  t-  General, 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Ko.  311.  \  Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  28,. 1864. 

*  #  *  *  #  *  # 

IV.  Taliaferro’s  division,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  commanding, 
is  hereby  constituted  as  follows  : 

Rhett’s  brigade,  Col.  Alfred  Rhett  commanding,  consisting  of  First 
South  Carolina  Artillery,  Colonel  Rhett;  Second  South  Carolina  Artil¬ 
lery,  Colonel  Frederick;  First  South  Carolina  Infantry,  Colonel  Butler. 

Anderson’s  brigade,  Col.  Edward  C.  Anderson  commanding,  com¬ 
posed  as  follows:  Regiment  consisting  of  Twenty-second  Georgia  Bat¬ 
talion  (six  companies),  Cobb  Guard  (two  comi^anies),  Mercer  Artillery 
(one  company),  Hanleiter’s  batcery  (one  comi)any);  Lucas’ battalion, 
Maj.  J.  J.  Lucas,  consisting  of  three  comx)anies;  Buist’s  battalion,  Maj. 
G  .  L.  Buist  commanding,  consisting  of  Gilchrist’s,  Melchers’,  Mathewes’, 
and  Johnson’s  companies;  Manigault’s  battaliofi.  Major  Manigaiilt 
commanding,  consisting  of  Bonaud’s  battalion  (Comx:)anies  A,  B,  C,  1), 
E),  Smith’s  company  siege  train,  Zimmerman’s  company  siege  train, 
and  Bridges’  company  siege  train. 

The  several  above-named  commands'  will  remain  as  at  present 
assigned,  and  make  their  reiiorts  as  heretofore,  until  further  orders, 
but  commanders  will  require  such  reports  and  returns  from  their  re¬ 
spective  commands  as  may  be  necessary  to  ac^c.aint  them  with  their 
number,  condition,  &c. 

V.  The  light  batteries  of  this  department  will  be  organized  into  bat¬ 
talions  for  field  service  as  follows,  the  senior  oflicers  taking  command 
of  the  battalions  for  the  present;  orders  for  the  assembling  of  the 
batteries  of  each  battalion  will  be  issued  hereafter: ' 

First  Battalion — Walter’s  battery,  Kanapaux’s  battery,  Schulz’s  bat¬ 
tery;  Second  Battalion — Parker’s  battery,  Wheaton’s  battery,  L(‘  Gar- 
deur’s  battery;  Third  Battalion — Bachman’s  battery,  Kanapanx’s  bat¬ 
tery,  De  Pass’  battery;  Fourth  Jffittalion — Earle’s  battery,  Girardey’s 
battery,  Anderson’s  i)attcry;  Fifth  Battalion — Stuart’s  battery,  Wag- 
ener’s  battery,  Gaillard’s  battery;  Sixth  Battalion — Brooks’  battery, 
Barnwell’s  battery,  Abell’s  battery;  Seventh  Battalion — Maxwell’s  bat¬ 
tery,  Daniell’s  battery,  Guerard’s  battery ;  Eighth  Battalion — Dunham’s 
battery.  Gamble’s  battery,  Yillepigue’s  battery. 
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The  Second  Battalion  will  be  assigned  to  Brigadier-General  Talia¬ 
ferro’s  division,  the  Sixth  to  Major-General  McLaws’  division,  the 
Seventh  to  Major-General  Wright’s  division.  The  First,  Third,  Fonrtli, 
and  Fifth  Battalions  will  be  the  reserve,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Del.  Kemper. 

*  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 

A ssistan  t  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Hardeevtlle,  S.  C.,  ])eceml)er  28,  1864, 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States : 

Dear  General:  The  loss  of  Savannah  I  presume  you  anticipated. 
I  felt  convinced  myself  it  could  not  be  held,  immediately  upon  my 
arrival  and  learning  that  no  re-enforcements* could  be  expected. 

I  presume  you  have  been  mortified  to  hear  the  complaints  and  charges 
which  have  been  made  against  my  command.  The  first  charge  was 
that  my  command  straggled.  This  is  partially  true,  but  the  great 
cause  was  the  issuing  of  an  illegal  order  by  General  Taylor  directing 
General  Clanton  to  organize  all  absentees  from  the  army  into  ninety-days’ 
regiments.  This  order  was,  of  course,  abused,  as  all  illegal  orders 
generally  are,  and  his  officers  enlisted  men  directly  from  my  ranks,  and 
this  nearly  ruined  one  brigade  and  had  a.  bad  efiect  upon  my  entire 
command.  After  such  action  on  his  part  he  was  so'  unkind  as  to  heap 
upon  me  abuse  for  the  very  thing  which  he  (General  Taylor)  has  caused. 
Of  course  there  was  other  apparent  straggling,  always  incident  to  ra|>id 
movement  while  watching  or  engaging  an  enemy. 

With  regard  to  horse  stealing,  all  was  charged  to  me,  while  the  fiicts 
are  as  follows :  My  command  captured  a  great  number  of  horses  from 
the  enemy  which  were  the  property  of  citizens.  All  of  these  horses  are 
being  restored  to  tlieir  owners  as  rapidly  as  possible.  As  the  enemy 
advanced  I  sent  officers  on  in  advance  to  advise  citizens  to  take  offi 
their  horses  and  mules.  AVhen  this  duty  was  neglected  I  had  details 
drive  them  off  and  thus  saved  them  from  the  enemy.  This  stock  has 
been  or  is  being  returned  to  the  owners  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  that  I  burnt  mills  after  the  enemy  had 
passed.  This  is  false.  In  my  anxiety  to  save  property  I  placed  guards 
at  mills,  directing  them  to  remain  until  the  enemy  drov(‘  them  off,  and 
only  to  fire  the  mill  Avlien  they  saw  it  was  impossible  to  remain  any 
longer. 

I  have  positive  proof  that  the  country  swarmed  with  organized  parties 
who  do  not  and  never  did  belong  to  my  command.  Most  of  these  parties 
were  acting  under  orders  from  Governor  Brown,  but  in  all  their  steal¬ 
ing  they  claimed  to  belong  to  Wheeler’s  cavalry.  I  now  have  the  names 
of  sixteen  organized  parties  who  steal  on  my  credit.  I  liave  now  run 
them  off,  and  the  difficulty  has  ceased.  Captain  Conway,  who  acted  so 
badly,  is  not  and  never  was  in  my  command.  II(‘Avas  a(*ting  under 
orders  from  Maj.  NTorman  W.  Sniitli. 

I  make  all  tliese  explanations  to  3^)11  as  1  feel  grateliil  for  tiie  kind¬ 
ness  3mu  have  shown  me  on  so  many  o(*casions,  and  1  knew  ,vou  Avould 
regret  to  see  me  neglectful.  I  have  made  two  written  ai)plications  for 
a  board  of  officers  of  rank  and  standing  to  investigate  tlie  entire  matter 
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and  report  the  facts.  The  world  is  getting  worse  and  worse  every  day. 
It  is  astonishing  what  false  representations  are  made  by  some  parties. 
I  beg,  if  any  representations  are  made  regarding  my  command,  they 
will  be  referred  to  me  and  not  allowed  to  rest  until  f  am  held  account¬ 
able  or  am  able  to  prove  the  charges  incorrect. 

We  were  all  much  shocked  at  hearing  of  the  President’s  death,  but 
were  much  relieved  this  morning  to  hear  that  the  report  was  incorrect. 

I  hope  Hood  will  meet  with  success  in  Tennessee,  but  reports  indicate 
that  we  may  be  disappointed. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

J.  WHEELEE. 


Field  returns  showing  effective  total,  total  present,  and  aggregate  present,  including  the 
troops  between  Grahamville  and  the  Comhahee  River. 


Command. 


Fi-ser’s  brigade 


ist  Georgia  Eegulars . 

Symons’  regiment  re.serves 
2ttli  Georgia  Eattalion . 

Total . 


199 

217 

401 


209 

219 

447 


231 

244 

466 


817 


875 


941 


Cbesnut’s  brigade. 


# 


1st  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves  .. — 

2d  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves . 

6th  Battalion  South  Carolina  Reserves  . 

2d  Regiment  South  Carolina  Militia . 

3d  Regiment  South  Carolina  Militia . 

4th  Regiment  South  Carolina  Militia . 

Company  B,  8th  South  Carolina  Reserves  . . . 


141 

136 

295 

138 

290 

185 

40 


Total 


Harrison’s  brigade. 


1,233 


5th  Georgia  Regiment . 

32d  Georgia  Regiment . 

Ist  Georgia  Reserves . 

3d  Georgia  Reserves . 

47th  Georgia  Regiment . 

7th  North  Carolina  Reserves . 

1st  South  Carolina  Militia . 

1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry . 

Detachment  South  Carolina  Cavalry  Reserves. 

Total . 


263 

292 

166 

451 

266 

132 

402 

121 

76 


2, 169 


Cumming’s  Imigade . 

5th  Regiment  Georgia  Reserves. 
2d  Battalion  Georgia  Reserves  . 
Detachment  Athens  Battalion  . . 


394 

46 

28 


Total 


Hardy’s  brigade . 

50th  North  Carolina  Regiment 
10th  North  tlarolina  Battalion 


468 


.550 

305 


855 
5,  542 


313 

304 

175 


341 

319 

189 


519 


559 


304  328 

240  263 


.532 


.585 


140 


145 


85 

2.  612 


2,820 


425 

52 

28 


4.52 

58 

30 


505 


540 


627 

320 


947 


659 

332 


991 


Remarks. 

1  • 

I 


Stationed  near  Old  Poco- 
taligo. 

Not  numbered. 


The  total  present  and  ag¬ 
gregate  present  of  this 
command  were  not  re¬ 
ported  ;  this  will  be  rec¬ 
tified.  Stationed  at  Gra¬ 
hamville. 


Stationed  at  Coosawhat- 
chie. 


Stationed  at  Pocotaligo. 


Stationed  at  Pocotaligo. 


Total . 

Total  infantry 
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( !onimaii(l. 

Effective  total.  ' 

i  i 

.  Total  present.  j 

L  _  _  ! 

Aggregate  jirosent.  j 

Kemarks, 

1 

Light  artillery : 

1 

1 

i  98 

Grail  am  ville 

74 

1)0. 

38 

Do! 

Anderson’s  battery . 

119 

119 

122 

Coosawhatchie. 

Girardey’s  battery . . 

112 

112 

116 

1)0. 

Beaufort  artillery . 

107 

1  121 

125 

1  Do. 

Section  DePass’  batterj' . 

53 

59 

60 

Do. 

^•rooks’  battery . 

82 

87 

100 

Pocotaligo. 

Barnwell’s  battery . 

74 

79 

83 

Do. 

Abell’s  battery . 

87 

88 

91 

Do. 

Section  Wagoner’s  battery . 

45 

,  45 

47 

Do. 

Section  Earle’s  battery  . . 

54 

i 

74 

Do. 

Section  Kanapaux’s  battery . 

33 

1  38 

39 

Do. 

Total  light  artillery . 

Cavalry : 

976 

r - 

- : - 

Companies  C  and  E,  3d  South  Carolina  Cav¬ 

110 

Graham  ville. 

alry, 

Company  H  and  detachments  of  E,  X),  and  G, 

110 

Coosawhatchie. 

3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 

Kirk’s  squadron . 

113 

137 

!  143 

!  Pocotoligo. 

Company  I,  3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry . 

48 

60 

63 

Do 

Company  K,  3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry . 

71 

78 

81 

Do. 

Company  1),  3d  South  Carolina  Cavalry. ..... 

60 

65 

68 

Pocotaligo,  and  employed 

1 

'  as  couriers  to  Geoige’s 

1 

Station. 

Total  cavalry . 

512 

. 1 

1 . 

Grand  total . 

7,  030 

_ 1 

1 

_ 

1  . 

.. 

1 

Headquarters, 

Poeotaligo^  December  1864. 


Charleston,  December  29^  1864. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis  : 

If  you  will  send  ns  aid  we  can,  with  the  force  here,  arrest  the  progress 
of  invasion.  General  Beauregard  tells  me  he  desires  the  commands  of 
General  Hoke  and  General  Johnson.  With  these,  if  no  others  can  be 
spared,  we  may  hold  the  lower  portion  of  the  State,  which  is  threatened. 
I  write  more  fully  by  mail,  but  time  is  of  the  first  conseqiuaice  to  us  of 
that  we  have  left  to  spare. 

A.  G.  MAGKATM. 


Charleston,  Deeember  29,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Tn.<ipector  General: 

Wlieeler’s  cavalry,  1  regret  to  say,  is  more  or  less  scattered  over  the 
country  from  Alabama  to  South  Carolina.  No  definite  returns  can  be 
had.  He  reports  now  about  r>,000  ehective.  The  number  1  sent 
was  furnished  approximately  when  I  sent  to  Savannah.  Major- 
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General  Martin  is  in  Mississijipi  in  arrest  by  General  Wheeler. 
Brigadier-General  Kelly  was  killed  in  Tennessee;  Humes  is  with 
Wheeler;  Jackson’s  division  is  with  Hood.  I  will  write  more  fully 
soon  as  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGAED, 

General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  Decemher  ^9,  1864. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston^  S.  C.: 

A  telegram  just  received  from  Augusta  states  that  General  Wright 
has  called  for  all  able-bodied  men  in  the  cotton  factories.  The  Secretary 
of  War  directs  that  the  artisans  shall  not  be  disturbed;  they  must  be 
kept  at  work  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  service. 

S.  COOPEE, 

•  ^  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Charleston,  Decemher  29,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Column  of  enemy  which  moved  a  few  days  since  toward  Altamaha 
"bridge,  on  Gulf  railroad,  is  reported  to  have  returned  to  Savannah, 
where  Kilpatrick  is  said  to  be.  Kothing  of  importance  reported  from 
that  direction.  No  rei>ort  of  operations  from  General  Hood  since  3d 
instant. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

Geiieral. 


Wilmington,  Decemher  29^  1864. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston : 

The  two  battalions  I  desired  to  be  returned  were  taken  from  the 
regular  garrisons  of  our  forts,  and  their  absence  embarrasses  us  much 
in  working  the  heavy  guns.  You  will  observe  I  do  not  ask  for  the 
infantry.  It  will  be  better  to  send  the  artillery  back,  and  I  have 
already  asked  authority  to  send  you  other  re-enforcements  in  case  you 
should  need  them.  The  heet  has  entirely  disai)X)eared,  and  all  is  (piiet 
here. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


(biARLESTON,  Gcccmher  29,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Hardeeville : 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  aj)i^roves  your  ])ro]K)sition  to  liave  your 
advance  line  run  from  New  Eiver  bridge  to  Izard’s,  and  to  blockade 
the  roads  below  that  line. 

T.  H.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjniant-Gcneral. 


1002 


OPERATIONS  IN  S.  0.,  GA.,  AND  FLA, 


[Chap.  LVI, 


Charleston,  December  29,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

-  ■  Hardeeville^  18.  C. : 

Lose  no  time  in  blockading  the  roads  suggested  in  yoiir  telegram  of 
this  morning,  particularly  the  road  from  Screven’s  Ferry  to  New  Eiver 
bridge. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


('harleston,  December  29,  1864., 

Major-General  AV hep^ler, 

Hardeeville:  ’ 

By  direction  of  General  Beauregard  you  will  transfer  to  the  Georgia 
side  of  the  Savannah  Eiver  as  much  of  your  command  as  can  be  (lis- 
pensed  with  on  Carolina  side — say  from  one-third  to  one-half. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

^  T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  'Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  }  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

No.  7.  \  Beaufort  District,  S.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 

1.  The  continued  and  grave  complaints  made  by  citizens  against  this 
command  require  that  the  most  stringent  efforts  be  used  by  all  officers 
to  prevent  the  slightest  depredations  of  any  character  in  future. 

II.  The  requirements  of  General  Orders,  Nos.  18  and  21,  from  army 
headquarters,  and  all  general  orders  from  these  headquarters  relating 
to  discipline  and  depredating  upon  the  property  of  citizens,  will  be 
rigidly  enforced. 

HI.  No  officer  or  soldier  will  be  permitted  to  enter  a  dwelling  under 
any  i^retense  whatever,  unless  invited  by  the  occupant.  Division,  bri¬ 
gade,  and  regimental  commanders  will  bivouac  with  their  troops,  and 
with  assistance  of  their  staff'  officers  will  see,  by  close  supervision,  that 
no  rails  are  burned,  or  depredations  of  any  character  whatever  com¬ 
mitted.  They  will  see  that  proper  and  regular  issues  of  forage  and 
subsistence  are  made  and  no  waste  allowed.  To  this  end  they  will  re¬ 
quire  the  most  vigorous  and  energetic  efforts  on  the  part  of  commissa¬ 
ries  and  quartermasters  for  the  procurement  of  necessary  supplies. 
When  the  command  is  without  wagons  every  detail  sent  out  to  procure 
sup])lies  will  be  under  the  command  of  a  commissioned  officer,  who  will 
be  held  strictly  responsible  for  depredations  committed  by  the  detail. 

IV.  1.  Each  division  commander  Avill  select  a  regiment,  under  a  strict 
officer,  which  shall  be  used  as  a  provost  guard  of  the  division.  Tliis 
regiment  will  be  selected  for  its  genei’al  good  conduct,  and  will  be 
retained  on  this  duty  only  wliile  its  conduct  is  exemplary.  Division 
commanders  may  at  tlieir  option  detail  men  from  other  regiments  for 
this  duty  whom  they  deem  specially  aiipropriate  for  that  i)urpose. 

2.  AVhen  on  the  march  the  inovost  guard  shall  be  kept  in  advance 
and  will  leave  a  guard  at  ovary  house  on  the  line  of  march,  under  a 
good  officer,  which  guard  will  not  suffer  any  soldier  of  this  or  any  other 
command  to  take  any  species  of  i)roperty  whatever  from  the  i)remises. 
These  guards  will  be  relieved  by  the  provost  guard  of  the  division  next 
in  rear.  The  guard  of  the  rear  division  will  remain  on  duty  till  tlie 
rear  guard  of  the  commaini  lias  passed. 
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3.  Wlien  iu  caini)  guards  from  this  regiment  will  be  stationed  at 
every  house  within  the  lines  of  the  division,  of  sufficient  strength  to 
protect  the  premises. 

V.  Each  division  commander  will  detail  two  or  more  officers  to  serve 
upon  his  staff,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  follow  in  rear  of  the  command 
and  visit  every  house  on  the  line  of  march  and  every  house  from  which 
forage  or  rations  are  procured.  They  will  examine  the  vouchers  given, 
see  that  they  are  of  the  proper  character,  and  take  a  note  of  every  com¬ 
plaint  made  by  citizens.  These  officers  will  be  required  to  certify  in 
writing  every  Sunday  morning  that  this  duty  has  been  fully  complied 
with.  A  complete  record  of  all  complaints  made  by  citizens  will  be 
kept  at  division  headquarters. 

YI.  1.  The  brave  officers  and  men  who  for  three  years  have  fought 
with  me  in  this  sacred  cause,  facing  every  danger  and  enduring  every 
hardship,  are  not  gnilty  of  horse-stealing  and  destroying  property. 
Foul  aspersions  have  been  thrown  upon  you  by  the  conduct  of  a  few 
bad  men,  some  of  whom  may  belong  in  our  ranks,  but  many  of  whom, 
falsely  claiming  identity  with  this  command,  hover  around  your  line  of 
march  committing  depredations  in  your  name,  thus  throwing  the  odium 
of  their  bad  conduct  upon  you. 

2.  Besides  being  my  duty  to  protect  citizens  and  the  families  of  your 
fellow  soldiers,  it  is  also  my  duty  to  protect  your  honor  and  your  fair 
•names,  and  1  am  determined  at  any  cost  to  accomplish  these  objects. 

3.  If  the  base  conduct  of  a  few  straggling  robbers  or  the  vile  tongue 
of  slander  has  clouded  your  otherwise  bright  fame,  a  course  of  the 
most  scrupulous  and  irreproachable  conduct  on  your  part  can  alone 
relieve  you.  I  therefore  appeal  to  every  one  of  my  officers  and  sol¬ 
diers  to  aid  to  their  utmost  ability  iu  bringing  all  offenders  to  justice. 

4.  Citizens  must  also  assist  in  this  work.  If  their  property  is  tres¬ 
passed  upon  or  their  horses  stolen,  they  must  follow  the  culprit  until 
means  are  acquired  to  secure  his  arrest,  either  by  procuring  aid  or  by 
tracing  him  to  the  camp.  There  complaint  should  be  promptly  made 
to  his  commanding  officer.  If  full  redress  is  not  given,  appeal  should 
be  made  to  the  next  commander,  and  so  on  until  justice  is  obtained. 

VII.  1.  By  rigidly  enforcing  this  and  other  orders  from  these  head¬ 
quarters  on  the  subject,  of  discipline  and  depredations,  division  com¬ 
manders  can  render  the  discipline  of  their  commands  perfect.  A  gen¬ 
eral  court-martial  is  established  in  each  division,  and  ample  means  fur¬ 
nished  to  relieve  the  army  of  disqualified  and  neglectful  officers. 
Their  places  can  be  supplied  by  meritorious  men  whom  the  law  admits 
of  being  appointed  for  valor  and  skill. 

2.  In  holding  division  commanders  strictly  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  their  commands,  the  corps  commanders  will  lend  them  every  aid  by 
assuming  the  responsibility  of  ordering  any  punishment  which  circum- 
stan(*.es  may  demand.  Division  will  hold  brigade  commanders  strictly 
responsible;  brigade  must  look  to  regimental  commanders,  and  they 
must  hold  captains  to  strict  account  for  the  conduct  of  their  men.  For 
every  breach  of  discipline  some  one  must  be  punished.  If  the  officers 
whose  duty  it  is  to  punish  the  offender  neglects  that  duty,  his  immedi¬ 
ate  commander  must  take  action  against  him.  Without  certain  and 
prompt  i)unishment  for  every  offense  or  neglect,  proper  discipline  can¬ 
not  be  maintained. 

YIII.  The  spirit  of  this  order  will  becai  ried  out  in  all  commands  less 
than  a  division. 

J.  WIIEELEll, 

Major-General. 
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HeADQI  AKTERS  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

Hardeeville^  December  39,  1864. 

Oeueral  Joseph  H.  Lewis, 

Commandinff  Brigade  Cavalry : 

General  :  Inclosed  is  an  order  for  you  to  move  witli  your  command 
across  the  river  at  Sister’s  Ferry.  General  Fry  has  been  requested  by 
telegraph  to  send  a  boat  from  Augusta  to  assist  in  oi'ossing  your  com¬ 
mand.  Major-General  Wheeler  desires  me  to  say  that  the  order  ema¬ 
nates  from  General  Beauregard,  and  he  presumes  has  some  urgency  in  it. 
Bespectfullv,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 

Fir  Hi  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

[Inclo.su  re.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

No.  110.  f  Hardeeville,  kS.  C.,  December  29,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
**#*##* 

III.  Brigadier-General  Lewis,  commanding  brigade,  will  move  at 
once  with  his  command  across  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister’s  Ferry 
and  report  to  Brigadier- General  Iverson. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler: 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 

First  Lieut.,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  December  30,  1864. 

Governor  A.  G.  Magrath, 

Columbia,  18.  C. : 

Yours  of  the  25th  and  29th  received.  I  have  long  realized  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  such  action  as  you  suggest,  but  necessities  elsewhere  have 
prevented  action  in  accordance  with  our  wish.  I  have  held  several 
conferences  with  General  Lee  on  the  subject,  and  will  have  another, 
showing  him  your  letter  and  telegram.  The  co-operation  of  the  State 
ohicers  with  the  engineers  of  the  Confederate  States  is  acce])ted  as 
proposed.  Will  write  you  more  fullv  bv  mail.  « 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A.. 

Richmond.  Va.,  December  30,  1864. 

General  W.  el.  Hardhe, 

Charleston,  8.  C. : 

I  have  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tucker,  commanding  a  battalion, 
not  yet  fully  organized,  of  recruits  from  Federal  prisoners,  to  report  to 
you  immediately.  The  organization  not  being  yet  recognized' by  the 
Department,  but  sim])ly  formed  under  an  authority,  is  subject  to  b(‘ 
modilied,  divided,  or  arranged  in  any  way  that  the  interests  of  tlie 
service  inay  require.  The  existing  officers  may  have  some  claim  to 
selection,  but  have  not  commissions.  Will  you  have  special  attention 
given  to  the  battalion,  and  communicate  your  conclusions  resi)ecting  it. 

J.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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('haki;eston,  December  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and>  Tnspeetor  General : 

Your  telegram  ordering  all  artisans  to  De  returned  to  their  employ¬ 
ments  has  been  received.  The  Naval  and  Arsenal  Battalions  had 
already  been  returned.  Your  order  will  take  away  all  of  Wright’s 
division  except  four  small  companies.  That  division  is  holding ‘au 
important  position.  1  earnestly  urge  that  you  send  1 ,400  men  to  replace 
it.  I  have  already  been  Aveakened  by  the  return  of  the  heavy  artiller¬ 
ists  to  Wilmington. 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 
lAeti  tenant-  Genera  1. 


WiLMiNOTON,  December  30,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker, 

Goldsborough,  Y".  C. : 

If  nothing  active  in  your  district  prevents,  proceed  to  llichmond  and 
report  to  Colonel  Sale,  my  private  secretary.  .After  a  full  conference 
with  the  President  on  the  condition  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 
return  and  resume  your  command. 

BBAXTON  BBAGG. 


AYilmincton,  December  30^  1864. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Alilitary  Secretary.^  Richmond : 

Believing  the  President  will  be  gTatihed  to  know  the  exact  state  of 
affairs  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  I  have  ordered  Brig.  Gen.  L.  S. 
Baker,  Avho  has  returned  from  there  disabled  for  the  field  by  his  old 
wound,  to  proceed  to  Kichmond  and  report  to  you.  Obtain  an  early 
interview  for  him.  He  passed  through  all  the  scenes  from  Augusta  to 
the  evacuation  of  Savannah,  and  can  report  fully;  and  it  is  Aery 
important  the  exact  state  of  affairs  now  should  be  known. 

BBAXTON  BKxAGG. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdc^rs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Ela., 

No.  92.  )  Charleston^  R.  C.,  December  Jd,  1864. 

1.  The  allowance  of  field  transportation  for  the  troops  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  will  be  as  follows  : 

1.  Division  headquarters:  For  general  and  all  staff' officers,  tAvo  four- 
horse  Avagons  for  baggage,  one  four-horse  Avagon  for  forage,  one  four- 
horse  forge,  one  two-horse  ambulance. 

2.  Brigade  transportation :  For  general  and  staff'  officers  at  brigade 
lieadquarters,  one  four-horse  Avagon  for  baggage,  Ac.,  and  one  two- 
liorse  ambulance;  brigade  forage,  one  four-horse  wagon ;  brigade,  one 
four-horse  forge;  commissary  scales  and  implements  for  butchering  for 
brigade,  one  four-horse  Avagon;  field,  staff,  and  company  officers  (ff' 
each  regiment,  one  four-horse  wagon;  cooking  utensils  for  ev(‘ry  399 
men,  one  four-horse  wagon;  every  309  men,  one  two-horse  ambuliin(;e; 
brigade  medical  supplies,  one  four-horse  Avagon;  brigade  intrenching 
tools,  one  four-horse  Avagon. 
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3.  To  each  brigade  there  will  be  attached  au  ordnance  train  of  fonr- 
horse  wagons  sufficient  to  carry  sixty  extra  rounds  of  ammunition  per 
man,  each  wagon  carrying  fifteen  boxes  of  ammunition.  This  ordnance 
train  will  be  in  the  immediate  charge  of  the  brigade  ordnance  officer, 
and  all  the  brigade  trains  of  each  division  in  charge  of  the  division 
ordnance  officer. 

4.  Battalion  of  light  artillery:  Battalion  headquarters,  one  two- 
horse  wagon;  each  battalion,  one  four-horse  forge;  officers  and  men  of 
each  battery  of  light  artillery,  one  four-horse  wagon ;  forage  for  each 
battery,  two  four-horse  wagons;  extra  ammunition  for  battery,  one 
four-horse  vagon;  battalion  medical  supplies,  one  two-horse  wagon; 
each  battery,  one  two-horse  ambulance. 

II.  This  order  shall  apply  to  the  cavalry  of  this  department,  with  the 
following  modification:  Two  four-horse  wagons  will  be  allowed  to  every 
100  effective  men  for  forage. 

III.  The  load  of  a  four-horse  wagon  will  not  exceed  1,700  pounds. 

IV.  All  transportation  and  ambulances  in  excess  of  the  above  allow¬ 
ance  will  be  at  once  turned  in  to  the  chief  quartermaster. 

Eequisitions  will  be  made  to  supply  deficiencies. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  313.  )  Charleston^  8.  G,  Decemher  30,  1864. 

*  *  #  *  ■  *  *  * 

IX.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  will  have  command  of  a  geographical 
district  which  will  include  Augusta  and  Millen,  in  Georgia,  and  Branch- 
ville,  in  South  Carolina. '  He  will  i^roceed  at  once  to  construct  defenses 
at  Branchville. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant- Gener,al  Hardee: 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fiser’s  Brigade, 
Frampton  Farm,  Decemher  30,  1864. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  I  sent  a  regiment  at  daylight  this  morning  near  Tullifinny 
bridge,  and  I  sent  an  officer  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad  trestle. 
Found  the  left  of  Harrison’s  line  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above 
Tullifinny  bridge.  I  have  connected  with  the  line  on  my  right.  Have 
seen  nor  heard  nothing  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Cum- 
ming.  I  suppose  you  do  not  intend  me  to  consider  myself  in  command 
of  any  line  beyond  the  TuHifiuny.  If  you  deem  it  at  all  probable  that 
the  enemy  Avill  advance  either  by  way  of  Mackay’s  Point  road  or  the 
various  roads  crossing  the  Tullifinny  and  leading  to  the  railroad,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  you  send  a  regiment  or  so  to  occu])y 
from  “Old  Pocotaligo  to  Fi  ampton  farm,  and  allow  me  to  extend  my 
right,  so  as  to  more  effectually  protect  the  railroad  and  Colonel  Harri- 
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son’s  rear.  Oaptaiu  Barnwell  opened  on  the  enemy  this  morning  from 
Lawton’s  farm,  but  was  compelled  to  withdraw  with  the  loss  of  1  man 
mortally  wounded,  himself  and  2  men  slightly.  I  wish  you  would  ride 
over,  if  convenient. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  FISEK, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Charleston,  December  30,  1864. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Hardeeville : 

General  Hardee  desires  the  two  rilled  liT-pounders  from  Bed  Bluff 
sent  to  Adams’  Bun  Station. 

A.  J.  GONZALES, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Department. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

No.  8.  j  Hardeeville,  S.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 

I.  Until  further  orders  the  following  will  be  the  allowance  of  trans¬ 
portation  of  this  cori)S : 

For  corps  headquarters ;  For  baggage,  two  four-horse  wagons  j  (piar- 
termaster  and  commissary  of  subsistence  stores,  two  four-horse  wagons; 
forage,  one  four-horse  wagon;  forge”,  one  four-horse  wagon;  medical 
supplies,  one  four-horse  w^agon;  ambulance,  one  two-horse  wagon. 

Division  headquarters:  Baggage,  one  four-horse  wagon;  quartermas¬ 
ter  and  commissary  of  subsistence  stores,  one  four-horse  wagon;  for¬ 
age,  one  four-horse  wagon;  transportation  for  three  days’ rations  for 
every  GOO  men,  one  six-horse  wagon ;  medical  supplies,  one  two-horse 
wagon. 

Brigade  headquarters:  Baggage,  one  four-horse  wagon ;  (quartermas¬ 
ter  and  commissary  of  subsistence  stores,  one  four- horse  wagon;  medi¬ 
cal  supplies,  one  two-horse  wagon;  forage,  one  four-horse  wagon;  ord¬ 
nance  for  each  400  muskets,  one  four-horse  wagon. 

Begiments:  Officers’  baggage,  including  desks,  money  boxes,  and 
medical  supplies,  one  four-horse  wagon ;  each  400  men  present  for  duty 
for  cooking  utensils,  one  four-horse  wagon ;  each  100  animals  for  forage, 
one  four-horse  wagon ;  ambulance,  one  two-horse  wagon. 

Artillery  with  cavalry :  Each  battery,  baggage  for  officers,  cooking- 
utensils,  and  extra  harness,  one  four-horse  wagon;  forage,  one  four- 
horse  wagon;  forge,  one  four-horse  wagon. 

Ordnance:  12-pounder  howitzer  battery,  four  guns,  two  four-horse 
wagons;  Napoleon,  three  four-horse  wagons;  battery  of  rided  guns 
(four),  one  four-horse  wagon. 

Batteries  artillery:  Extra  harness,  instead  of  battery  wagons,  with 
wagons,  one  four-horse  w^agon;  forge,  two  four-h(n*se  wagons;  ambu¬ 
lance,  two  two-horse  wagons. 

II.  All  mules  and  wagons  in  excess  of  the  above  allowance  will  Im 
immediately  turned  in  to  Oapt.  S.  E.  Norton,  chi(‘l‘  quartermaster  of 
this  corps. 

ill.  Captain  Norton,  chief  (quartermaster,  will  imnuBiateJy  ibrin  the 
mules  and  wagons  thus  turned  in  with  a  general  sii])i)ly  train,  and  q)lace 
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the  train  thus  formed  in  charge  of  one  or  more  assistant  quartermasters 
as  the  number  of  wagons  may  require  to  be  used  as  the  major-general 
commanding  may  direct. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Wheeler : 

HENRY  CHAPMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headouarteks  Cavalry  Division, 

December  30 ^  1S64. 

[Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson:] 

Lieutenant  :  I  will  move  to-morrow  morning  back  to  the  ,States- 
boroiigh  and  Hudson’s  Ferry  road.  I  intend  making  my  headquarters 
at  Doctor  Lougstreet’s.  My  picket-line  will  extend  from  Ebenezer  to 
No.  3,  Central  railroad.  I  can  forage  the  command  here  no  longer. 
Every  exertion  has  been  made  to  keep  as  close  up  as  possible.  No 
news  from  the  enemy.  They  are  making  no  movement  in  this  direc¬ 
tion.  My  scouts  go  within  six  miles  of  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 


Brigadier-  General, 


Richmond,  Ya.,  December  30^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Tucker, 

Commanding  First  Foreign  Battalion^  Columbia^  !8.  C. : 

Report  immediately  with  your  command  to  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee  for  dutv. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraL 


Charleston,  December  31^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

1  respectfully  suggest  that  Augusta  be  placed  in  General  Hardee’s 
department,  owing  to  breaks  in  railroad  and  its  immediate  connection 
with  defense  of  South  Carolina.  I  am  unable  to  leave  before  to-morrow 
morning. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Charleston,  December  31,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

1  should  have  stated  in  telegram  of  this  a.  m.,  in  relation  to  status  of 
Augusta,  that  General  Hardee  has  now  umler  his  command  nearly  all 
available  fori^es  in  (teorgia,  which  he  requires  also  for  defense  of  South 
Carolina. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Chap.  LVI.] 


correspondp:nce,  etc. — confederate. 


1009 


Special  Orders,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  OENERAL^s  Office, 

No.  310.  )  Richmond^  Va.^  December  olj  1861. 

*  *  #  *  *  #  * 
XXVIII.  Maj.  Geu.  Samuel  Jones,  lAovisioiial  Army,  0.  S.,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  District  of  Florida,  in  the  Itepartmeut 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 

*#*##** 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War. 

JXO.  A\  ITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjiotant- General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

'Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla.,  Charleskm,  8.  C.: 

General  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  to-day 
from  the  President,  relieving  me,  at  my  request,  of  the  general  .com¬ 
mand  of  the  Department  of  Soutli  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida.  My 
]jresence  is  absolutely  required  at  this  moment  at  Montgomery  and 
with  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  I  am  unable  to  inform  you  when 
J  will  be  able  to  return  in  this  direction.  The  interru])tion  of  railroad 
communication  might  render  it  im])racticable  to  get  back  in  time  to 
be  of  assistance  to  you,  should  you  require  my  aid  suddenly.  The  tele¬ 
gram  of  the  President  not  being  explicit  as  to  the  status  of  Augusta,  I 
have  requested  that  it  should  be  included  in  your  department,  as  you 
now  have  under  you  the  whole  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  and  nearly  all  the 
available  forces  of  Georgia,  which  are  also  required  by  you  for  the 
defense  of  South  Carolina.  The  .defense  of  this  city  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  that  of  the  western  portion  of  this  State  that  you  will 
consider  it  within  the  limits  of  your  department  until  further  orders 
from  the  War  Department. 

I  have  already  given  you  all  tlie  verbal  instructions  possible  for  the 
defense  of  Charleston  and  this  State.  The  answer  of  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  not  yet  received,  to  my  telegram  of  the  27th  instant  will  determine 
whether,  in  the  event  of  evacuating  this  city,  you  will  retire  toward 
Georgia  or  North  Carolina  as  a  base.  The  lirst  is  your  natural  base; 
but  should  you  have  reason  to  expect  large  re-enforcements  from  the 
latter  State,  you  should  of  course  retire  in  that  direction.  Amu  will 
ai)ply  to  the  defense  of  Charleston  the  same  ])rinciple  applied  to  tliat 
of  Savannah — tliat  is,  defend  it  as  long  as  compatible  with  the  safety  of 
your  forces.  Having  no  reason  at  present  to  expect  succor  from  an 
army  of  relief,  you  must  save  your  troops  for  the  defense  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Georgia. 

The  fall  of  Charleston  would  necessarily  be  a  terrible  blow  to  tli(‘, 
Confederacy,  Vmt  its  fall  with  the  loss  of  its  brave  garrison  would  b(‘ 
still  more  fatal  to  our  cause.  You  will,  however,  make  all  th(‘  ])repara- 
tion  necessary  for  the  possible  evacuation  of  the  city  and  clear  youi- 
decks  for  action.’’  Should  it  not  take  xdace,  tlui  trouble  and  (expense  of 
transportation  will  amount  to  little;  but  should  you  b(‘.  compelled  to 
evacaiate  tin*  <aty  when  uiqnepared,  the  loss  of  i)ubli(;  luoperty  would 
be  incalculable.  ^Vll  the  cotton  in  the  city  should  be  removed,  and  il‘ 
any  be  in  the  (dty  at  the  time  of  its  evacuation  it  must  be  destroyed. 

As  already  instriicted,,\ ou  should  organiz«‘  all  your  t  roops  Ibr  the  lield, 
collecting  sufhcient  tiansportation,  ammunition,  and  i)rovisions  for  an 
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active  caiiipaign.  You  must  liave  depots  of  provisions  and  i'orage  at 
several  points  in  the  interior  of  the  State.  Columbia  Avould  be  a  very 
suitable  point;  Florence  also,  if  you  expect  to  move  in  the  direction  of 
North  Carolina.  Augusta,  Mayfield,  and  Milledgeville  must  be  depots 
for  future  operations.  Your  defensive  lines  from  the  Savannah  River 
would  be,  as  already  explained  to  you:  First,  the Combahee and  Saike- 
hatchie  to  Barnwell  Court-House,  thence  to  the  Savannah  River ;  second, 
the  Ashepoo  and  Salkehatchie  to  BaruAvell  Court-House,  thence  to 
Savannah  River;  third,  Edisto  to  Branchville,  thence  across  toward 
Barnwell  Court-House;  fourth,  Edisto  and  Caw  Caw  Swamp,  or  Ran- 
towles  Creek ;  fifth,  Edisto  and  Ashley.  Wheeler’s  cavalry  must  protect 
your  front  toward  Savannah  River,  and  your  right  flank  from  Barn¬ 
well  Court-House  toward  Augusta.  At  least,  the  larger  portion  of  liis 
cavalry  must  be  south  of  that  river,  to  watch  the  movements  and  check 
the  progress  of  any  force  moving  toward  Augusta  or  the  interior  of 
Georgia,  until  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  and  other  forces  could  be  sent  to 
give  battle  to  the  enemy. 

Please  keep  General  Cobb  and  myself  advised  of  your  movements 
and  those  of  the  enemy,  in  order  that  we  may  give  you  iu  time  any 
assistance  in  our  power. 

Hoping  that  you  may  be  successful  in  holding  Charleston  and  repell¬ 
ing  any  advance  of  the  enemy,  I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARl), 

General. 


[lucloaure.] 


Richmond,  December  30,  1804. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  day  received ;  also  a  copy  of  that  to  General 
Cooper  in  relation  to  assignment  of  General  Bragg.  You  will  leave  with 
General  Hardee  orders  and  instructions  in  regard  to  the  departmenteast 
of  Augusta,  and  will  resume  the  command  of  the  district  west  of  Augusta 
as  heretofore  defined.  The  change  will  be  more  formally  announced 
from  the  Adjutant-General’s  Office. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


IIAKDEEVILLE,  December  31,  1801. 

General  McLaws  : 

Will  send  picks  and  shovels  by  first  train.  Brigadier-General  Young 
had  been  ordered  to  Georgia  side  of  Savannah  River,  but  orders  w(‘re 
countermanded,  and  he  was  ordered  to  you,  at  Grahamville,  on  2r)tli. 
1  earnestly  request  that  company  from  Eighth  Texas  ordered  to  you 
for  temporary  duty  be  returned. 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

BrUjadier-  Genera  I. 


Mardeeville,  December  31,  1801. 

Major-General  Mo  Laws  : 

Tlie  ])ickcts  at  Cheves’  ])lacc  report  tin*  enemy  shelling  thenn  from 
Hutchinson’s  Island.  The  enemy  attemi)ted  to  cross  the  river  at  same 
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place  iu  three  rice  boats,  but  were  repulsed.  The  i)ickets  at  Screven’s 
Ferry  report  live  or  six  transports  leaving  Savannah  this  inoruing 
heavily  loaded  with  soldiers.  Eice  boats  passing  from  Savannah  side 
to  island  loaded  with  plank. 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  December  — ,  IMl. 

Hon.  James  xA.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  ^Yar: 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  citizens  of  South  Carolina  respectfully  request 
that  at  least  one  corps  of  the  army  be  sent  from  Yirgiiiia  to  save  the 
States  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  from  being  laid  waste  by  the 
enemy.  There  is  no  force  here  to  prevent  it,  and  it  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  have  at  least  one  well-organized  corps  besides  Hardee’s  on  the 
coast,  about  which  the  half- trained  citizens  may  rally.  Otherwise, 
however  brave  and  determined,  their  efforts  will  amount  to  nothing. 
These  two  States  have,  to  a  large  extent,  furnished  the  Army  of  A^ir- 
ginia  with  supplies.  If  they  are  wasted  by  raids  and  their  railroads 
cut,  this  source  of  supply  is  lost.  We  are  sensible  of  the  pressure  upon 
Eichmond,  and  the  importance  of  saving  the  capital,  but  it  is  manifest 
that  its  defense  must  at  this  moment  be  made  here. 

A  just  regard  for  the  safety  of  these  States  and  of  the  common  cause 
in  which  we  are  all  embarked  induces  us  to  press  this  appeal  with 
great  earnestness  upon  your  consideration. 

AYe  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 
W.  F.  He  Saussure,  Andr.  Crawford,  AY.  H.  Scarborough, 
Daniel  Eavenel,  E.  S.  P>ryan,  J.  L.  Clark,  James  D. 
Tradewell,  James  Eose,  Edwin  I.  Scott,  J.  F.  Gourdiu, 
Eobt.  Bryce,  J.  AA^.  Hayne,  J.  S.  Guignard,  Edward  Hope, 
J.  C.  Lyons,  H.  Aluller,  J.  A.  Crawford,  Cami)bell  E. 
Bryce,  D.  W.  Eay,  Eufus  M.  Johnston,  J.  P.  Surtlime,  J. 
McKenzie,  J.  H.  AAYlls,  Jacob  Levin,  Alex.  Laughlin, 
Wm.  E.  Martin,  J.  E.  Dent,  AA^.  B.  Johnston,  Thos.  H. 
Wade,  Wm.  Alartin,  Peter  J.  Shand,  AAbn.  B.  Yates,  E. 
L.  Kenison,  Alfred  Wallace,  Jno.  Banskett. 


[First  iudorst'meuL.l 


elANUAKY  5,  1865. 

Eespectfully  submitted,  from  i  es[)ect  to  the  signers,  to  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  President. 


5.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


[Secoutl  iudorst^iueut.J 


Secretary  of  AYar: 

The  question  presented  is  one  of  wliich  General  Lee  ciiu  best  judge. 
1  suggest  a  reference  to  him. 

J.  D. 
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VVak  Office, 
February  7,  J8(j5. 

Adjutant-Genekal  : 

Please  note  the  President's  siig.j’estion,  and  refer  to  Oeneral  J.ee 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  iSecretarv  of  War: 

P.  O.  H.  KExVN, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  )Var. 

[  Foiirt  h  iiKlorscnieii t .  ] 

Adjutant  and  Inspectoii  (Ienekal’s  Office, 

February  D, 

Resi)cctfully  referred  to  General  P.  E.  Ijce. 

By  order  of  xVdjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[Fitrii  iii<lur.s»"iiieiit.  1 


IIeadquakteks, 
February  J  f  1865. 

Respectfully  returned. 

I  have  sent  all  the  troops  from  this  army  that  can  he  spared.  The 
Army  of  Tennessee  is  ordered  to  Sontli  Carolina,  and  a  part  of  it 
arrived.  If  the  citizens  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  will  hll  iq)  its 
ranks  it  will  he  able  to  protect  the  country. 

P.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


War  Defaictment.  C.  S.  A.,  Engineer  Bureau, 

Riehniond,  Eu.,  January  d\  1865. 

Hon.  James  xV.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  ^Var : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  to  the  main  rail¬ 
roads  in  Georgia  done  hy  the  enemy  in  Cienei  al  Sherman’s  advance 
from  Kingston  to  Savannah,  viz: 

First.  Western  and  Atlantic  road  (Georgia  State  road):  Track  and 
bridges  from  xVtlanta  to  Etowah  River,  inclusive,  are  destroyed.  Be¬ 
yond  Etowah  no  injury  of  moment  is  reported.  I.ength  of  track 
destroyed,  about  4(5  miles;  length  of  bridges  at  Chattahoochee  and 
Etowah,  1,200  feet.  The  Governor  of  Georgia  has  sent  his  agents  to 
examine  and  report  as  to  the  extent  of  injury  to  this  road,  the  proi)erty 
of  the  State,  but  at  the  time  of  Captain  Grant’s  rejiort,  fOth  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  no  portion  of  the  repairs  had  been  made.  All  the  labor  and 
inaterials  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  Government  will  be  first  applied 
to  the  reconstruction  of  the  Georgia  road  (from  x\ugusta  to  xVtlanta), 
and  to  the  xVtlanta  and  AVest  Jhiint  road,  Avith  a  A'iew  to  get  one  con¬ 
nection  as  soon  as  possibh*. 

Second.  Georgia  road:  The  Avork  to  be  done  on  this  road  is  com- 
])rised  in  three  impoi  tant  bridges — (me  oaau’  theOconee  River,  the  otlier 
tAA’o  over  smaller  streams — and  thirty-eight  miles  of  track.  Of  the 
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latter,  lifteen  miles  will  require  iron  rails  from  other  sources.  About 
tweuty-three  miles  of  beut  rails  can  be  straighteued.  Cross-ties  will 
be  needed  for  twenty-five  to  thirty  miles.  The  most  favorable  estimate 
as  to  time  for  finishing  the  repairs  of  this  road  is  the  middle  of 
February.  All  the  labor  that  can  be  had  by  temporary  impressments 
and  by  impressments  for  twelve  months  has  been  assigned  to  this  work, 
and  to, 

Third.  Atlanta  and  est  Point  road :  This  road  at  last  report  was 
repaired  to  Palmetto  from  West  Point;  it  will  be  finished  as  soon  or 
sooner  than  the  Ceorgia  road. 

Fourth.  The  Central  Railroad  of  Ceorgia:  This  road,  wliich  connects 
Macon  with  Augusta  via  Milieu,  has  been  repaired  to  Gordon,  where 
the  branch  to  Milledgeville  has  its  Jiinetiou  with  the  main  road.  Cars 
now  run  from  .Macon  to  iVIilledgeville.  The  Central  road  from  Gordon 
to  Millen  is  Axry  seriously  destroyed.  Fvei  y  effort  is  being  made  to 
induce  the  company  to  renew  the  road,  but  there  are  about  100  miles 
seriously  injured;  they  cannot  be  repaired  as  soon  ns  the  roods  leading 
through  Atlanta.  The  best  engineers  tliat  could  be  furnished  from 
the  command  of  General  Beauregard  are  employed  in  rebuilding  the 
roads;  and  General  Beauregard  has  assured  this  bureau  that  he  Avill 
give  them  every  support,  and  that  all  that  is  possible  will  be  done  to 
hasten  their  com])letion.  With  every  exertion  and  with  all  the  assist¬ 
ance  that  can  be  brought  to  bear,  we  can  hardly  expect  the  first  througli 
line  can  be  repaired  before  the  middle  of  February  next. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecttullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major- (reneral  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 
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ALTEKNATE  BEST  f;  NATIONS 

OF 

ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS  VOLUME." 


Abends  (Henry  F.)  Artillery.  See  Milton  Artillery,  post,  Battery  II. 

Acker’s  (George  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  9th  liegiment. 

Adams’  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  48th  Regiment. 

Alexander’s  (Isaac  N.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  46th  Regiment. 

Anderson’s  (Edward  C.,  jr.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Anderson’s  (Ruel  W.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Anderson’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  GOth  Regiment. 

Andress’  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  55th  Regiment. 

Appel’s  (Charles  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Archer’s  (Samson  M.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Arndt’s  (Albert  F.  R.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  Ik 
Arsenal  Battalion.  See  Confederate  Troops. 

Ashby’s  (Henry  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Con  federate. 

Athens  Battalion,  Local  Defense.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Augusta  Battalion,  Local  Defense.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Ayres’  (Lyman  N.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Babbitt’s  (George  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Bachman’s  (William  K.)  Artillery.  See  German  Artillery,  pwst. 

Bacon’s  (E.  H.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Bailey’s  (Lyman)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  15th  Battery. 

Bainbridge’s  (Edmund  C.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Begiment, 
Battery  K. 

Baird’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  32d  Regiment. 

Baker’s  (John  J.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Baldwin’s  (Elbert  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Baldwin’s  (Oliver  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucly  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 
Ballinger’s  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Battalion,  Reserves. 

Barnette’s  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Battalion,  Reserves. 

Barnwell’s  (A.  Smith)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Basinger’s  (William  S.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  18th  Battalion. 

Battey’s  (Frederick  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 

Beach’s  (Benjamin)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Beall’s  Battalion.  (Olticial  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Major  Beall. 

Beaufort  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Beck’s  (Frederick)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  108th  Regiment. 

Beebe’s  (Yates  V.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  10th  Battery. 

Beecher’s  (James  ('.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  35th  Regiment. 
Bennett’s  (Augustus  G.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  21st  Regiment. 
Berkey’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Bertody’s  (Thomas  1).)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops,  22d  Battalion. 
Bishop’s  (.Jndson  W.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

*  Ileferences,  unless  otherwise  iiulicated,  are  to  index  following. 
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Blanding's  (Onnsby)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Aom///  Carolhia  J'roojhs.  Ut  Hefi'innut. 
Blessingh’.g  (Louis  von)  Infantry.  S«‘o  (>h\o  Troops,  ,77///  Ilcfi'niicitl . 

Bloodgood’s  (E/lwar/l)  Infantry.  See  IJ’isconsht  Troops,  SJd  Jiepimcut. 

Boag’s  (Tlieodore  G.)  Artillery.  Seo  G/.s/  Guard,  Ariillerp,  posi. 

Bolton’s  (C.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  A.  /).  Spar'ks’  Cavalry,  post. 

Bonaud’s  (A.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops,  28th  Battalion. 

Boyd’s  (Wesley)  Infantry.  S(*e  JIUnois  Troops,  d2d  Teglment. 

Boyd’s  (Williiiin  S.)  Infantry.  See  JUinois  Troops,  Gdih  Regiment. 

Brant’s  (.Jefferson  E.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 

Briant’s  (Cyrus  E.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  88th  Regiment. 

Bridges’ (William  M.)  Artillery.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Confederate. 

Briggs’  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  70th  Regiment. 

Bromley’s  (W.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  Oth  Battalion. 

Brooks’  Battalion.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See -  Broolcs. 

Brooks’  (Emerson  P.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Brooks’  (.Tohn  W.)  Artillery.  See  Terrell  Artillerg,  post. 

Brown’s  (Angus  P.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment 
Brown’s  (Henry  D.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  105th  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Pliilip  P.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Xeie  Yorh  Troops,  1.57th,  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Thomas  R.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  5ih  Baltalion,  Reserves. 
Bruce’s  (.John)  Infantry.  See  forva  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Brunner’s  (John  F.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  II. 
Buckingham's  (Philo  B.)  Infantry.  See  Conneeticut  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Buell’s  (George  P.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  58th  Regiment. 

Bundy’s  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  Xew  Yorh  Troops,  13th  Battery. 

Burton’s  (.Janies  E.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Buswell’s  (Nicholas  C.)  Infantry,  See  Illinois  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Butler’s  (William)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troop.'<,  3d  Regiment. 
Cahill’s  (James  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops, IGtli  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (Andrew  K.)  Infantry,  See  Illinois  Troops,  GGth  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (Archibald  L.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Campbell’s  (Charles  G.)  Siege  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Campbell’s  (W.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Carmichael’s  (James  C.)  Infantry.  S(‘e  Xeiv  Yorh  Troops,  157th  Regiment. 

Case’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  129th  Regiment.  • 

Ca.spar’s  (George  R.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  loth  Battery. 

Catterson’s  (Robert  F.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  97th  Regiment. 

Channel’s  (.Joseph  R.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Chapman’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Charle.s’  (William  E.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops.  2d  Regiment, 
Battery  1>. 

Chatfield’s  (Harvey  S.)  Infantry.  SeeWc/c  Yorh  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Chatham  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Chipman’s  (Henry  L.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  102d  Regiment. 
Chisolm’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Battalion. 
Citadel  Cadets,  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Cladek’s  (.John  J.j  Infantry.  See  Xew  Jersey  Troops,  35th  Regiment. 

Clancy’s  (Charles  AV.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (.Jeremiah  S.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  2d  Regiment.  Battery  G. 
Clay’s  (Hiland  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Clinch’s  (N.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Clune’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  Gth  Regiment. 

Cobb  Guards,  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Coe’s  (Alonzo  W.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  I. 
Cogswell’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  .Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 


hap.LVI.] 


ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED. 


1017 


Colcock’s  (Charles  .1.)  Cavalry.  See  iSoHih  CaroUna  Troops,  M  Ileii'inund. 

ColwelTs  (Augustus  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  3d  Repiment, 
Ist  Battalion. 

Cook’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,'  125th  Refiiment. 

Cook’s  (Gustave)  Cavalry.  See  Te.ras  Troops,  8th  Repiment. 

Cox’s  (James)  Sharpshooters.  See  Ohio  Troops,  7ih  Company. 

Craig’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  147th  Regiment 
Craig’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Crane’s  (Alexander  B.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  S5ih  Regiment. 

Crane’s  (Nirom  M.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 

Cresson’s  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 
Cunningham’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Reserves  (Symons'). 
Curly’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  27th  Regiment. 

Curren’s  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  53d  Regiment. 

Daboll’s  (Henry  W.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Dalzell’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  William  McLaiighlin  s  Cavalry,  post. 

Daniel’s  (Charles  P.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  5fh  Regiment. 

DanielTs  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Davidson’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Davis’  (Jerome  D.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Dawes’  (William  F.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Day’s  (Samuel  C.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Dean’s  (Benjamin  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  26th  Regiment. 

De  Gress’  (Francis)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  //. 

De  Groat’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

De  Pass’  (W.  L.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post.  Battery  G. 

Doan’s  (Azariah  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 

Doan’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  101st  Regiment. 

Doane’s  (Elisha)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Duer’s  (John  O.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  45th  Regiment. 

Duncan’s  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Militia. 

Duncan’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  53d  Regiment. 

Dunham’s  (Joseph L.)  Artillery.  See  Milton  Artillery,  post.  Battery  A. 

Dunn’s  (Walter  G.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  109th  Regiment. 

Dunphy’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  lOth  Regiment. 

Dutton’s  (EverellF.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  105th  Reg'iment. 

Earle’s  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post.  Battery  A. 

Edwards’  (Aaron  C.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Ege’s  (Peter)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  34th  Regiment. 

Elliott’s  (George)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  97th  Reg'iment. 

Elliott’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 

Evans’  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  60th  Reg'iment. 

Fahnestock’s  (Allen  L.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  86th  Regiment. 

Farrs  (Joseph  M.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Reg'iment. 

Faulkner’s  (Lester  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  136th  Regiment. 

Fearing’s  (Benjamin  D.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Files’  (James  P.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  56th  Regiment. 

Findlay’s  (C.  D.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  5th  Regiment,  Reserves. 

Findley’s  (Robert  P.)  Infantry.  See  Oh'io  Troops,  74th  Regiment. 

Fishburne’s  (H.  W.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  8th  Battalion,  Reserves. 
Fisher’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  Se(5  Ohio  Troops,  74th  Regiment. 

Fitch’s  (Michael  H.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  21st  Reg'iment. 

Fitzgibbon’s  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Flynn’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  28lh  Regiment. 

Flynn’s  ('i  homas  IL)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  129th  Reg'iment, 
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Foiman’.s  (Joseph  T.)  Cavalry.  8ee  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Keyimcnf. 

Fouts’  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  63d  Iteyiment. 

Fox’s  (Benton  D.)  Infantry.  See  Mich iy an  Troops,  21st  Begiment. 

Fox’s  (Charles  B.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  T7'oops,  55tli  Begiment,  Colo7'ed. 

Fox’s  (Chai-les  J.)  Infantry.  See  Xew  York  Troops,  107th  Begiment.  * 

Frederick’s  (A.  D.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 
Fremder’s  (Charles)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Begiment. 

Gage’s  (Joseph  S.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  29ih  Begiment. 

Gaillard’s  (Christopher)  Artillery.  See  Santee  Artillery,  post. 

Gamble’s  (Robert  H.)  Artillery.  See  Leon  Artillery, post. 

Garrett’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Gist  Begiment. 

Gary’s  (Marco  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  C. 

German  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

German  Artillery  Battalion.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Gilbert’s  (Charles  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  38thBegiment. 

Gilchri.st’s  Reserves.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Captain  Gilchrist. 
Gilchrist’s  (Robert  C.)  Artillery.  See  Gist  Guard,  Artillery,  post. 

Gill’s  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Battalion,  Beserres. 
Gillespie’s  (Alonzo  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  14th  and  15th  Begiments. 
Gilmore’s  (Robert  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment. 
Girardey’s  (Camille  E.)  Artillery.  See  Louisiana  Guard,  Artillery,  post. 

Gist  Guard,  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Glenn’s  (Calvin)  Infantry.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Calrin  Glenn. 
Glenn’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  80th  Begiment. 

Graham’s  Battalion.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Major  Graham. 
Graham’s  (E.  11.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post,  Battery  A. 

Griffith’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  Jllmois  Troops,  85th  Begiment. 

Griffith’s  (Patrick)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  46th  Begiment. 

Griffiths’  (Joseydi  M.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  39th  Begiment. 

Grumbach’s  (Nicholas)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  149th  Begiment. 

Guerard’s  (John  M.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Guernsey’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troojys,  Colored,  26th  Begiment. 
Guffin’s  (Otis)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  134ili  Begiment. 

Gurney’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  127th  Begiynent. 

Hall’s  (Hiram  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  40th  Begiment. 

Hallowell’s  ( Edward  N. )  Infantry.  See  Massach  usetts  Troops,  54th  Begimen  t.  Colored. 
Hamilton’s  (William  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Hammond’s  (Edwin  P.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  87th  Begiment. 

Hamner’s  (William  11.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Bhode  Island  Troops,  3d  Begiment, 
Battery  A. 

Hancock’s  (Ezekiel  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th 
Begmen t,  Beserres. 

Hanleiter’s  (Cornelius  R.)  Artillery.  See  Jo.  Thoynpson  Artillery, post. 

Hapeman’s  (Douglas)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops.  104th  Begiment. 

Harrington’s  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Begiment,  Militia. 

Harris’  (Andrew  L.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  75th  Begiment. 

Harris’  (Frederick  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  13th  Begiment. 

Harrison’s  (Ceorg(^  P.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  32d  Begiment. 

Hartridge’s  (Alfred  L.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  27th  Battalion-,  also  ('ohh 
Guards,  Heavy  Artillery,  ante. 

Hartwell’s  (Alfred  S.)  Infantry.  S(‘e  Massachusetts  Troops,  55th  Begiment,  Colored. 
Haughton’s  (Nathaniel)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  25th  Begiment. 

Hawley’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Tilsconsin  Troops,  3d  Begiment. 

Heath’s  (S.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  32d  Begiment. 

Heath’s  (Thomas  T.)  .Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  5th  Begiment. 
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Henderson's  (Paris  P.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troop.s,  Wtk  llcyinicnf. 

Hennessy^s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  rennsylvania  Troops,  52d  Be(/hneni. 

Henry’s  (William  Clay)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  81st  Begiment. 

Herndon’s  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Militia. 

Heyward’s  (George  C.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3(1  Regiment. 

Hibbets’  (Jefferson  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  32(1  Regiment. 

Hicks’  (Lewis  E.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  GfJth  Regiment. 

Hinson’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  33(1  Regiment. 

Hood’s  (Arthur)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  29th  Battalion. 

Hooper’s  (Henry  N.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  54th  Regiment,  Colored. 
Horn’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Howard’s  (Noel  B.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Hoyt’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  Torlc  Troops,  134th  Regiment. 

Hughes’  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Hundley’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Hurlbut’s  (George  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Hurst’s  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Hurst’s  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Ruel  JJ\  Anderson's  Artillerg,  (tnte. 

Hurter’s  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  1st  Batterg. 

Hutchins’  (Rue  P.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  94th  Regiment. 

Hutchin.son’s  (Frederick  S.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 
Hyzer’s  (William  W.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Isaminger’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  G3d  Regiment. 

Jackson’s  (Allan  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  134th  Regiment. 

Jandon’s  (Henry  N.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  lUpiment. 

Jayne’s  (Thomas  B.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Tmmps,  52d  Regiment. 

Jenkins’  (Jeremiah  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  31st  Regiment. 

Jenkins’  (John)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (Edward  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (George  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Tr(wps,  12th  Battalion,  Bat¬ 
tery  C. 

Johnson’s  (Richard)^Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Johnson’s  (Ruel  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 

Jones’  (Fielder  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Jones’  (Toland)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  113th  Regiment. 

Jones’  (William  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Bat¬ 
tery  I). 

Jordan’s  (Thomas  J.}  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Jo.  Thompson  Artillery,  Georgia  Troops. 

Kanapaux’s  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post,  Battery  O. 
Kanapaux’s  (J.  T.)  Artillery.  See  Lajayette  Artillery,  post. 

Kay’s  (James  D.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2(1  Battalion,  Reserves. 
Keitt’s  (Ellison  S.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Kellams’  (Gideon  R.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Kennedy’s  (.Instin  C.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  ISih  Regiment. 

Ketcham’s  (.lohn  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  150ih  Regiment, 

Kilcrease  Artillery.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate. 

Kill’s  (George  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  54th  Regiment. 

KimmeTs  (David  11.)  Cavalry.  See  J'ennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Regimen 
King’s  (Henry j  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

King’s  (.lolm  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Company. 

King’s  (Mitchell)  Heavy  Artillery.  S(‘e  South  Carolina  Troops,  3(1  Regiment. 

King’s  (Robert  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Kirk’s  (iNI.  J.)  Partisan  Rangers.  S(‘e  South  Carolina  Troo)>s. 

Kirkup’s  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
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Knap’s  (Josci)li  M.)  Artillery.  See  I'ennHylvama  Trooys,  liattiry  K. 

Kovacs’  (Stephen)  Infantry.  See  Xew  York  Troo/ts,  o4tli  Itefi'niinil. 

Lafayette  Artillery.  S(‘e  So7ith  Carolina  Troops. 

Lanahan’s  (.Tereininh)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Thoflc  Island  Troops,  .Id  llcfTmirnt,  7st 
Battalion. 

Lasley's  (David  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troopis,  d.kl  Hegiment. 

Ledford’s  Battalion.  (Otheiai  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Major  Lrdford. 

Le  Gardeur’s  (G.,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Orlcanti  Cnard,  Artillcru,  post.  I’.alirrg  A. 
Leon  Artillery,  Florida  Troops,  ('onfedcrate. 

Le  Sage’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  S(‘e  Illinois  Troops,  101st  Reg'nncnt. 

Lewis’  (James)  Infantry.  See  Neu'  Yot'k  Troops,  144th  Begimeni. 

Ligon’s  Infantry.  i:see  SoiUJt  Carolina  Troops,  4lh  Regiment.  Militia. 

Locher’s  (Michael  H.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsglrania  Troops,  70th  Regiment. 
Lockman’s  (.Tohii  T.)  Infantry.  See  Xeu'  York  Troops,  110th  Regime)it. 

Louisiana  Guard,  Artillery.  See  Lonisiatta  Troops,  ('onfederate. 

Low’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  SSth  Regiment.  . 

Lowry’s  (A.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  Ad  Regiment. 

Lubbers’  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  ,?6tJt  Regiment. 

Lucas’  (.1.  Jonathan)  Heavy  Artillery.  'Soo  South  Carolina  Trooj>s,  loth  liattalion. 
Lum’s  (Charles  M.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  loth  Regiment. 

Mabry’s  (William  ]\I.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troojts,  111th  Begiment. 

McAlpine’s  (.Tames  W.)  Engineers.  See  Confederate  Troops,  Id  Begiment. 
McCallum’s  Battalion.  (Ofticial  designation  not  of  r<*cord.)  See  Major  MeCallum. 
McCarley’s  (.John)  Infantry.  S(“(*,  South  Carolina  Troops,  4th  Battalion,  Beserres. 
McCauley’s  (Patrick  H.)  Infantry.  See  fflsconsin  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 
McClanahan’s  (.John  AA.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  ASd  Regiment. 

McClure’s  (John)  Infantry.  Set*  Ohio  'J'roops,  A7th  Begiment. 

McCole’s  (Cyrus  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  7Ath  Regiment. 

McCormick’s  (Aimer  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Florida  Trooj)S,  Confederate.  .'Id  Regiment. 
McDonald’s  (James  II.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  GOth  Begiment. 

McFadden’s  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  41st  Regiment. 
McGillicuddy’s  (Timothy  D.)  Infantry.  Set*  Illinois  Troops,  oOth  Begiment. 
McGregor’s  (Malcolm  T.)  H^avy  Artillery.  Set*  (ieorgia  Troops,  ISth  Battalion. 
McKnight’s  (Joseph)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  Ath  Battery. 

McLaughlin’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  S(*e  Ohio  Troops,  98th  Begiment. 

McLaughlin’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops. 

McLaws’  (W.  R.)  Infantry.  See  Oeorgia  Troops.  S7th  liattalion. 

McLemore’s  (William  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

McMahan’s  (Arnold)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  21st  Begiment. 

McQueen’s  (John  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  15th  Begiment. 

MeSweeney’s  (Paul)  Infantry.  S(*e  hnva  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Maddux’s  (John  E.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  lIGth  Begiment. 

Manget’s  (John  A.)  Artillery.  See  Ikdmetto  Artillery,  post.  Battery  0. 

Marion  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Marple’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Fnion  Troops,  Colored,  34th  Begiment. 
Martin’s  (James  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  111th  Begiment. 

Martin’s  (Joel  O.)  Infantry.  See  Xew  York  Troops,  17th  Begiment. 

Martin’s  (Roger)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  G6th  Begiment. 

Matheny’s  (.John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  83d  Begiment. 

Mathewes’ (J.  Raven)  Artillery,  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Maury’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Confederate  Troops,  lAth  Regiment. 

Maxwell’s  (.1.  A.)  Artillery.  See  (ieorgia  Troops. 

Melchers’  (F.)  Artillery.  See  (iermau  .irtillery  Battalion,  ante,  Battery  B. 

Mercer  Artillery.  See  (ieorgia  Troops. 
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Meriwether's  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  Sonlh  (UtroJlnn  Troops.  i;ili  JlallaJiov,  lie- 
serves. 

MerrelTs  (William)  Infantry.  See  yew  York  Troops,  141st  Jie(jiinciit. 

Merrill’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops.  70(h  lieyimeni. 

Merriman’s  (Wheeloek  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1:2th  He<jiment. 
Mesereau’s  (Thomas,).)  Artillery.  Se(‘  yen'  York  Troops,  3d  lie(jiment,  Hat  ter  y  li. 
Metham’s  (Pren)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  SUth  Ileyiment. 

Meyer’s  (Edward  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  107th  lieyiment. 

Meyers’  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  i20th  Ileyiment. 

Miles’  (David)  Infantry.  See*  Pennsylvania  Troops,  70th  Reyinient. 

Miller’s  Company.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See - Miller. 

Milton  Artillery.  See  Florida  Troops,  Con  federate. 

Milton’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Battalion. 
Milward’s  (Hubbard  K.)  Infantry.  See  Kentneky  Troops,  Union,  18th  Ileyiment. 
Mindil’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  yetv  Jersey  Troops,  33d  Ileyiment. 

Minter’s (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  18th  Ileyiment. 
Montague’s  (Calvin  S.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  103d  Ileyiment. . 
Moore’s  (Albert)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  14th  Ileyiment. 

Moore’s  (Israel  T.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  64th  Ileyiment. 

Moore’s  (John  L.)  Infantry.  See  Oeoryia  Troops,  3d  Ileyiment,  lieserves. 

Moore’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  58th  Ileyiment. 

Morgan’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  27th  Ileyiment. 

Morgan’s  (Thomas)  Iiifantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  74th  Peyiment. 

Morton’s  (Quin)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23d  Ileyiment. 

Muenscher’s  (Emory  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troofts,  80th  Ileyiment. 

Murkinson’s  Battalion.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Major  Murkinson. 
Naval  Battalion,  Confederate  Troops. 

Neely’s  (James  ,J.)  Infantry.  See  Oeoryia  Troops,  1st  Ileyiment,  Reserves  {  Fannin's). 
Newkirk’s  (Edward  P.)  Artillery.  See  yew  York  Troops,  1st  Ileyiment.  Battery  M. 
Nichols’  (Isaac  R.)  Reserves.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate. 

Nichols’  (Samuel  D.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  4th  Ileyiment. 

Noble’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Connectient  Troops,  11th  Ileyiment. 

Orleans  Guard,  Artillery.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Confederate. 

Orr’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  39th  Ileyiment. 

Palmer’s  (Samuel  B.)  Artillery.  See  Chatham  Artillery,  ante. 

Palmer’s  (Theodoric  R.)  Infantry.  See  Mivhiyan  Troojts,  13th  Ileyiment. 

Palmetto  Artillery,  South  Carolina  7'roops. 

Parker’s  (^Edward  L.)  Artillery.  See  Marion  Artillery,  ante. 

Parrott’s  (.lames  C.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Ileyiment. 

Parry’s  (Augustus  C.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  47Ih  Ileyiment. 

Patton’s  (Charles  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Ileyiment. 

Pear.son’s  (Robert  N.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  31st  Ileyiment. 

Pee  Dee  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Peeples’  (W.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Ileyiment. 

Pepper’s  (1'.  I^.;  Cavalry.  Sec  Oeoryia  Troops,  29th  Battalion. 

Perkins’  (George  T.)  Infantry.  S(‘e  Ohio  Troops,  106th  Ileyiment. 

Perrin’s  (Hector)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  7th  Ileyiment. 

Philips’  (Henry  E.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  70th  Ileyiment. 

Place’s  (James  E.)  Engineers.  See  Xew  York  Troops,  1st  Reyimeni. 

Pointer’s  (Marcellus)  Cavalry.  See  AUibatna  Troops,  Confederate.  t2th  Ileyiment. 
Pomutz’s  (Georg<')  Infantry.  S<‘e  Iowa  Troops,  16th  Ileyiment. 

Powell’s  (Edwaid)  Reserves.  (Ofticial  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Edward 
Rowell. 

Powell’s  (Eugene)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  doth  Iteyi)neut. 

Powers’  (Ihlwin  H.)  Infantry.  Se(!  Ohio  Troops,  66th  Ileyiment. 
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Proudfit’s  (James  K.)  Infantry.  See  TFiscoitsin  Troops,  12th  Ixerjlment. 

Pruden’s  Artillery.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See - Fruden. 

Rader’s  (George  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  5th  liegimeiit. 

Ragan’s  (Zacliariah  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  70th  Fegiinent. 

Rarick’s  (Jacob  J.)  Infantry.  Sec  Ohio  Troops,  69ih  Begiment. 

Reed’s  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  26th  Beg iment. 

Reynolds’  (Joseph  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  64th  Begiment. 

Rliett’s  (Alfred)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 
Rhoads’  (William  C.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  30th  Begiment. 

Rhodes’ (John  J.)  Artillery,  Beaufort  Ariillery,  ante. 

Rich’s  (Judson)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Begiment,  Battery  I. 
Richardson’s  (C.  B.)  Artillery.  See  J.  A.  MaxwelVs  Artillery,  ante. 

Richman’s  (Charles  Hr)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Trooj)s,  10th  Begiment. 
Rickenbaker’s  (Medicns)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 
Rider’s  (John  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  32d  Begiment. 

Rider’s  (Robert  G.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  S5th  Begiment. 

Ripley  Rangers,  Cavalry.  See  A.  D.  SparW  Cavalry,, post. 

Roberts’  (Aurelias)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  30th  Begiment. 

Robinson’s  (Aaron  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  121st  Begiment. 

Robinson’s  (Israel  C.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  78th  Begiment. 

Rogers’  (George  D.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  31st  Begiment. 

Rogers’  (James  C.)  Infantry.  See  New  Yorh- Troops,  123d  Begiment. 

Rolshausen’s  (Ferdinand  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  82d  Begiment. 

Rusk’s  (Jeremiah  M.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  25th  Begiment. 

Sabin’s  (Richard  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  87th  Begiment. 

Sanderson’s  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  10th  Begiment. 

Santee  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Schmidt’s  (Adolph)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  14th  Begiment. 

Schoonover’s  (Jonas)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  29th  Begiment. 

Schryver’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  127th  Bcgimcul. 

Schulz’s  (Frederick  C.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  ante.  Battery  F. 
Schumacher’s  (Leo)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  16th  Begiment. 

Scott’s  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  83d  Begiment. 

Scott’s  (Jefferson  K.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  59th  Begiment. 

Seabrook’s  (J.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Begiment. 

Seay’s  (Abraham  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  31st  and  32d  Begiments. 
Sheldon’s  (Charles  S.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  18th  Begiment. 

Shier’s  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  C. 

Shober’s  (Charles  E.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Begiment, 
Beserres. 

Showers’  (Benjamin  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Sill’s  (Allen  N.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  107th  Begiment. 

Silliman’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  26th  Regiment. 

Silsby’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  10th  Begiment. 

Sims’  (Richard)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  12th  Begiment  (State). 

Sloan’s  (Thomas  S.)  Artillery.  Sec  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Smith’s  (Alfred  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  150th  Begiment. 

Smith’s  (Luther  R.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  I. 
Smith’s  (Robert  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (S.  Porcher)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  18th  Raltdlion, 
Battery  B. 

Snodgrass’  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

South  Carolina  Siege  Train,  Heavy  Artillery.  Sec  South  Carolina  Troops,  I8th 
Battalion. 

Sparks’  (A.  D.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 
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Spencers  (George  E.)  Cavalry,  JUibama  Troops,  Union,  1st  lie<jiment, 

Stackhouse’s  (William  P.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  10th  Battery. 

Steele’s  (J.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Stephens’  (.Jerome  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  lieyiment,  Battery  C. 
Stetson’s  (Ebenezer  W^.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  10th  Battery. 

'  Stone’s  (George  A.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  25th  llegiment. 

Stone’s  (Michael)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  31st  lieyiment. 

Stono  Scouts,  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Stuart’s  (H.  M.)  Artillery.  See  Beaufort  Artillery,  ante. 

Stuart’s  (Owen)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  90th  llegiment. 

S Wayne’s  (Wager)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  43d  llegiment. 

Symons’  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  llegiment,  lleserces. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Second  Cavalry.  See  Henry  M.  Ashby's  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fourth  Cavalry.  See  William  S.  McLemore' s  Cavalry, 
ante. 

Terrell  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Thompson’s  (J.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  47th  llegiment. 

Thompson’s  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  llegiment. 
Thomson’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  83d  Regiment. 

Tilghman’s  (Benjamin  C.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  3d  llegiment. 

Titus’  (Edgar  H.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  llegiment,  Battery  F. 
Topping’s  (E.  Hibbard)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  llOth  Regiment. 
Tourtellotte’s  (John  E.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Trezevant’s  (James  D.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Tripp’s  (Stephen  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Trowbridge’s  (Charles  T.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  33d  Regiment. 
Tucker’s  (Jnlins  G.)  Infantry.  See  Confederate  Troops,  1st  Battalion  (Foreign). 
Tweeddale’s  (William)  Engineers.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment. 
Tyler’s  (Rockwell)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  56th  Regiment. 

Upton’s  (Edward  N.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  46th  Regiment. 

Van  Buskirk’s  (Matthew)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Van  Deusen’s  (Delos)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 

Van  Sellar’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Van  Slyke’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  T'roops,  157th  Regiment. 

Van  Voorhis’  (Koert  S.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  137th  Regiment. 

Van  Wyck’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  56th  Regiment. 

Vernon’s  (Maris  R.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  7Sth  Regiment. 

Villepigue’s  (F.  L.)  Artillery.  See  Kilcrease  Artillery,  ante. 

Waccamaw  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Wagener’s  (F.  W.)  Artillery.  St*e  German  Artillery  Battalion,  ante,  Battery  A. 
Walker’s  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  Fennsylrania  Troops,  111th  Regiment. 
Walpole’s  (John  B.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Stono  Scouts,  ('aralry,  ante. 

Walter's  (George.  H.)  Artillery.  See  Washington  Artillery,  post. 

Ward’s  (J.  W.)  Infantry.  See  South  ('arolina  Troops,  7th  Battalion,  Reserves. 
Ward’s  (Mayham)  Artillery.  See  Waccamaw  Artillery,  ante. 

Warner’s  (Lewis  D.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  154th  Regiment. 

Washington  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Watkins’  (Hezekiah)  Infantry.  S(ie  New  York  Troops,  143d  Regiment. 

Wayne’s  (Richard  A.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Regulars. 
Webb’s  (Benjamin  C.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  18th  Battalion, 
'  Battery  A. 

Weber’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Welles’  (George  E.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 

West’s  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  I'roops,  31st  Regiment. 

Wheaton’s  (.lobn  l'\;  Artillery.  S(m*  ('hatham  Artillery,  ante. 
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White’s  (Eben)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  luth  lieyimcnl. 

White’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Citadel  Cadets,  Infantry,  ante. 

White’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missonri  Troops,  Union,  8ih  lleyiment. 

Widmer’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  lOiili  Beyiment. 

Wilcoxson’s  (Albert  H.)  Infantry.  See  Conned ient  Troops,  17th  Beyiment. 

Wiles’  (Greenberry  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  78th  Beyiment. 

Willard’s  (Ammiel  J.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  35th  Beyiment. 
Williams’  (Crandall  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  IGth  Beyiment. 

Williams’  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  4ih  Battalion,^  Beserres. 
Williamson’s  (John  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Beyimenl, 
Battery  1). 

Willison’s  (Asias)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  103d  Beyiment. 

Willoughby’s  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  21st  Beyimenl. 
Wilson’s  (Harrison)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops^  20th  Beyiment. 

Wilson’s  (J.  S.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Beyiment. 

Wimberly’s  (John  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Georyia  Troops,  29th  Battalion. 

Winegar’s  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Beyiment,  Battery  I. 
Winkler’s  (Frederick  C.)  Infantry.  See  TJlseonsin  Troops,  201h  Beyiment. 

Wood’s  (Edward  ,J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  48th  Beyiment. 

Wood’s  (McLain  F.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  10th  Beyiment. 

Woodford’s  (Stewart  L.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  12} th  Beyiment. 

Woods’  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  76th  Beyiment. 

Wright’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  Siee  Illinois  Troops,  103d  Beyiment. 

Wright’s  (James  S.)  Infantry.  See  Oidiana  Troops,  ?5ih  Beyiment. 

Wright’s  (Myron  T. )  Infantry.  Se(“  Ohio  Troops,  29th  Beyiment. 

Yates’  (John  B.)  Engineers.  See  Miehiyan  Troops.  1st  Beyiment. 

Yates’  (Joseph  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Trooj>s,  Ist  Beyiment. 
Zickerick’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  fl'iseonsin  Troyps,  12th  Battery. 
Zimmerman’s  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Pee  Dee  Artillery,  ante. 

Zulich’s  (Samuel  M.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylcania  Troops,  29th  Beyiment. 
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Brigades,  Divisions;  Corps,  Armies,  and  improvised  organizations  are  “Mentioned”  under  name  of  com¬ 
manding  officer;  State  and  other  organizations  under  their  official  designation.  (See  Alternate  Desig¬ 
nations,  pp. 1015-1024.) 


Page. 

Abell,  Henry  F.  Meiilioued .  87C 

Abercrombie,  John  J.,  jr.  Mentioned .  442 

Abrams,  J.  C.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Cominissary,  see  Snhfiisf€nre 
Dejiartment,  C.  S.  J. 

Acker,  George  S. 

Mentioned . .  25,  36‘J,  364-860,  361,  402,  460,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21. 1864  .  306 

Adams,  Edward.  Mentioned . 20,122,840 

Adams,  George  W.  Mentioned .  995 

Adams,  John,  Steamer,  ^Mentioned . .  564 

Adams,  John  Q.  Mentioned .  76.06,97 

Adams,  Robert  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnham,  Horacii  L . T .  678 

Corse,  John  M .  775 

Mentioned .  20,  30, 126-128, 133, 136, 143-146,  457,  468,  473,  480,  494, 

499,  513, 523,  530, 539, 544,  549, 559, 573,  580,  606, 614,  622,  641,  650,  672,  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  138 

Adams,  William  C.  Mentioned .  377,378 

Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Mortimer  D.  Leggett .  803 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 :  No.  3,  856. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  859,  862,  863,  866,  869,  902,  905, 911,  918,  933, 938,  940, 

942,  946,  948, 951,  954,  957,  959,  963,  979,  980,  986,  993,  996,  1000, 1001, 1008 

Bragg,  Braxton .  916,  919,  930, 937 

Cobb,  Howell .  858,  862,  977 

Feilden,  H.  W .  959 

Fry,  Birkett  D .  872,  874,  883, 884 

Hardee,  William  J  .  864,  870,  877,  886,  891,  911,  919,  927,  933, 938,  991,  997, 1005 

Jones,  Samuel .  885,  889,  903 

Lee,  Robert  E .  954, 1012 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  899 

F^ains,  George  W .  878 

"I’aylor,  Richard .  865 

Tucker,  Julius  G .  1008 

War  Department,  C.  S .  866,  977,  979 

Winder,  John  H .  978 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  No.  279,  891;  No.  305,  985;  No.  310,  1009. 

Adle,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  357 

Ahreets,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  209,  277 
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Akins,  William  B.  Mentioned .  194 

Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

CuYnhy— Regiments  :  12th.  988. 

Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Cavalry— /?e^//?7e/7fs ;  1st,  25,  65-68,  84, 104,  147, 148, 150, 154,  453,495,  504,  505, 


509, 550, 551, 561,  567, 596,  615,  623,  732,  815,  822,  854. 

Alexander,  Isaac  N. 

Mentioned . . .  19,  97, 109 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ca.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1.5-Dec.  21, 1864  .  108 

Alexander,  P.  W.  Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg .  923 

Allen,  J.  V.  H.  Mentioned .  972 

Allen,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler .  917 

Mentioned .  76,  411,  898,  988 

Allison,  Rolland  H.  Correspondence  with  Andrew  Hickenlooper .  776 

Alvord,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  423,  434  * 

Ames,  William. 

Mentioned .  421,  422,  424,  425,  431,  433,  434,  437 

Report  of  Engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Grahaniville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  30, 

1864  .  434 

Anderson,  Colonel.  Mentioned . *. .  861 

Anderson,  Archer.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Braxton  Bragg. 

Anderson,  Edward  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Irwin,  William  A .  871 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  955 

Mentioned .  964,  971,  975,  997 

Anderson,  Edward  C.,  jr.  Mentioned .  964,  969,  971,  975 

Anderson,  George  W.  Mentioned .  115,698,875,954 

Anderson,  J ohn  F. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck .  739 

Mentioned .  ^ . . ;  741,  751,  7.54 

Anderson,  Paul  F.  Mentioned .  411 

Anderson,  Robert  H. 

Correspondence  with  Josej)!!  Wheeler . 961,988 

Mentioned .  98,  406,  408,  411,  946,  949,  981 

Anderson,  Robert  H.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  817 

Anderson,  William  B.  Mentioned .  22 

Andress,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  19,  849 

Appel,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  382,387 

Appleton,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  424 

Arago,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  547 

Archer,  Samson  M.  Mentioned .  849 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederativ ) 

Cavalry — Regiments  :  3d,  409. 

Armies  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Bragg  :  No.  7,  925. 

Armor,  William  C.  Mentioned .  796 


For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  John  O'.  Oearg. 
Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.  See  Mnnitioufi  of  War. 

Army  Corps,  14th. 

Brigham,  Jose) di  II. 


AssigiK'd  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  Ist  Division  of .  470 

Assumes  command  of  2d  Brigade,  lstDi\  ision  of .  474 

Itineraries.  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam))aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  37-43,  182-184 
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Army  Corps, 

Itineraries.  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  25-31 

Stone,  George  A.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st 

Division  of .  830 

WilJiamson,  James  A. 

Assignecl  to  command  of  Ist  Division  of .  830 

Reassigned  to  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division  of .  845 

Army  Corps,  17th. 

Itineraries.  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec,  21, 1864  .  32-36 

Scott,  Robert  K.,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division  of .  823 

Army  Corps,  20th.  Itineraries.  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec,  21, 

1864 .  43-54,213-216 

Arndt,  Albert  F.  R.  Mentioned .  20,  89,  98, 105, 124, 850 

Arnold,  Isaac,  jr.  Mentioned .  656 

Arnold,  R.  D.  Mentioned .  805,813 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Saraunah,  Ga.,  Mayor  of. 

Ashby,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  409,  411 

Ashland,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  141,  783 

Asmussen,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Robinson,  James  S .  723 

Williams,  Alpheus  S .  626,  653,  654 

Mentioned .  210,  514,  689 

Atkins,  Smith  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  .Jefferson  C .  707 

Sherman,  William  T . 691 

Mentioned .  25,  54,  55, 150,  362-366, 

370-372,  376-378,  380,  384,  385,  396,  398,  399,  401,  404,  405,  485,  688,  785,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  389 

Atkinson,  John  H.  Mentioned .  290 

Audenried,  Joseph  C. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman  .  570,667 

Mentioned . ' .  574,  584,  601,  692 

Augusta,  Ga.  Address  to  people  of,  by  the  Mayor .  .588 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Wade  Hamp¬ 
ton . ^ .  589,894 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Mayor  of. 

Address  of .  588 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg .  588,  881 

Augustine,  William  J.  Mentioned .  220,675 

Austin, - .  Mentioned . . . .  887 

Ayres,  Lyman  N.  Mentioned .  21 

Babbitt,  George  S.  Mentioned . •. .  21,851 

Babcock,  Orville  E.  Mentioned .  7,637,726,736,741,743,76.5,791 

Bachman,  William  K.  ^lentiom'd .  446,875,937,997 

Bachtell,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  77,817 

Bacon,  E.  H.,  jr. 

Correspondenci^,  with  Samuel  .Jones  . .  937 

Mentioned .  1 1 7,  44  8,  936,  937,  992 

Bailey,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  .592 

Bailey,  Lyman.  Mentioned .  851 

Bainbridge,  Edmund  C.  Mentioned .  354 
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Baird,  Absalom. 

Correispoiulence  with  Jeli'ersou  C.  Davis .  490, 

541,  545,  576,  583,  598,  609,  618,  625,  626,  663,  681,  688,  689,  696,  703,  721,  738 
Meutioned  .9,  23,  37,  40, 158, 161, 164-167. 171-173, 182, 183, 197,  208,  364,  391,  392,  405, 
461,  470,  490, 514,  533, 541,  551,  552,  597,  633,  634,  689,  696,  721,  778,  816,  852 

Report  of  Savaiinah,  Ga.,  Canipaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  . • .  203 

Baird,  George  W.  Meutioned .  427,  430,  59G 855 

Baker, - .  Mentioned .  554 

Baker,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  934 

Baker,  George  W.  Meutioned .  419 

Baker,  J ohn  J. 

Mentioned .  24,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Canipaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 . 7 .  343 

Baker,  John  W.  Mentioned .  381,  385 

Baker,  Lawrence  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton . .  1005 

.J ones,  Samuel .  918 

Mentioned .  417,  630,  908,  965,  975, 1005 

Baker,  Thomas  N.  Mentioned .  373 

Baldwin,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  441 

Baldwin,  Elbert  D.  Mentioned .  19,98,101,102,849 

Baldwin,  Frank  D.  Mentioned .  344 

Baldwin,  Oliver  L. 

Mentioned .  25,  362-365,  371,  374,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Camiiaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  381 

Ballinger,  Major.  Mentioned .  993 

Balloch,  George  W.  Mentioned .  211,  697 

BalFs  Ferry  and  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  Bridge,  Oconee  River,  Ga. 
Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  23-25, 1864.  Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  530,,536 

Brenner, . I.  A .  886 

Hall,H.T . , .  887 

Hardee.  William  J .  891 

Hartridge,  Alfred  L .  888,  892,  893,  897 

Howard,  Oliver  O  . .  536 

Smith,  Giles  A . 531,  536 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  887,  891-893,  896,  897 

See  also  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  lo-Dec.  21,  1804.  Reports  of 
Hlair,  Frank  P.,  jr.  Howard,  Oliver  O.  OsterliauH,  Peter  J. 

Duncan,  Henry.  Jones,  Theodore.  Smith,  Giles  A. 

Also  Itineraries,  pp.  31,  36,  48. 

Banl«,  Nathaniel  P.  Meutioned .  832 

Banskett,  John.  Coiaespondenee  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Barbour,  Benjamin  S.  Mentioned .  145 

Barnes,  John  W.  Mentioned .  479 

Barnes,  Joseph  K.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Surgeon-General's  Office, 
U.S.A. 

Barnett,  Asa,  Mentioned .  828 

Barnette,  Major.  Mentioned .  993 

Barnum,  Henry  A. 

(Correspondence  with 

Elliott,  Thomas . 'T .  584 

Geary,  John  W  .  .584,682,764 
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Barnum,  Henry  A. — ContiniKMl. 

Mentioned .  24,  52,  58,  206,  209,  271.  271,  276-280,  285,  288,  289, 

292,  298,  296,  298,  802,  803,  808,  81 1,  813-816,  318-320,  324.  553,  584,  804.  853 


Keport  of  8a,vann:ili,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-De(‘.  21, 1864  .  305 

Barnwell,  A.  Smith.  Mentioned .  1007 

Barnwell,  W.  Mentioned  .  968 

Barrancas,  Fla.  Expeditions  tVom. 


Nov,  16-17,  1864.  >See  Fine  Barren  Br'uJrje,  Fla.  K.rpeditU)n  from  Bar¬ 
rancas  to. 

Dee.  13-19,  1864.  See  Pollard,  Ala  F.rpedition  from  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to, 


and  skirmishes. 

Barry,  William  F.  Mentioned .  14,  826 

Batchelder,  John  H.  Mentioned .  200 

Bateman,  William.  Mentioned .  897 

Battey,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  20,850 

Baylor,  Thomas  G. 

Mentioned .  .57,  793 

Report  of  Sayannali,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dee.  21.  1864  .  63 

Beach,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  21,851 

Beall,  Major.  Mentioned .  990 


Bear  Creek  Station,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  16,  1864,  See  Savannah,  Ga., 
Campaiffn,  Nor.  Id-Dec.  21,  1864.  Feports  of 


Vorman,  Jose)tli  T. 
Howard.  Oliver  O. 


Kilpatrick,  J  adsoii . 
Sanderson,  Thomas  5V. 


Atkins,  Smith  I). 

Beehe,  Yates  V. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  54;  IVheeler  to  Bragg,  p.  860. 

Beasly,  J.  E.  Mentioned .  828 

Beaulieu,  Fort.  See  Fort  Beaulieu. 

Beaumont,  Eugene  B.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G..  see  James  //.  Wilson. 

Beaumont,  Sykes.  Mentioned .  324 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Address  of,  to  the  peo])]e  of  Georgia .  867 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  859, 

862,  863,  866,  869,  902,  905,  911,  918,  933,  938,  940,  942,  946, 948, 
951,  954,  957,  959,  963,  979,  980,  986,  993,  996, 1000,  1001, 1008 

Bragg,  Braxton .  969, 1001 

Cf)l)b,  Howell .  866,  989 

Davis,  .Jefferson .  890,  905,  910,  931,  954,  966,  969,  974,  984,  996,  lOlO 

Hardee,  William  .1  .  903,  92.5,  940,  942,  955,  960,  969, 994, 1009 

f  1 00(1,  .John  B . . .  866,  867, 872,  890,  898, 899,  984 

.lones,  Samuel .  9.34,  941,  947,  949,  9.50, 953,  9.56,  962, 963,  969 

Smi til,  E.  Kirby . 918 

War  Department,  S .  866,  970 

Wheeler,  .Tosepli .  858-860,  864,  867,  874,  964,  966,  973 

Mentioned .  413,  414,  417,  .508-510,  800,  868,  880,  881,  910,  91 1,  91.5,  916, 

930,  937,  952,  954,  958,  959,  963-966,  969,  980,  98.5,  994, 1000,  1002, 1004, 1013 
Keport  of  expedition  from  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to  Pollard,  Ala.,  and  skir¬ 
mishes,  Dec.  13-19, 1864  .  449 

Beck,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  22, 19.3,  852 

Becker,  Egbert  T.  E.  Mciutioned .  394,395 

Beckwith,  Amos, 

Corres])ondeuce  with 

Dayton,  Ja'wis  iNI .  772 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  765 

Potts,  Benjamin  J' .  760 
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Beckwith,  Amos — ('outiiined. 

Mentioned .  243,  290,  343,  731,  756-761, 767,  768,  793, 794, 801,  812,  813 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  65 

Bedford,  Wimer.  Mentioned . * .  74  - 

Beebe,  William  M.,  jr.  Mentioned .  75 

Beebe,  Yates  V. 

Mentioned .  25,  362,  365,  366,  854 

Report  of  Savaiinali,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1.5-Dec.  21, 1864  .  405 

Beecher,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  Eliakim  P.  Scammon .  547 

Mentioned .  424,  426,  427,  591 

Beggs,  James.  Mentioned .  371,  373,  382 

Belknap,  William  W.  Mentioned .  21,  35,  36,  469,  .541,  562,  608,  624,  7.59,  804,  851 

Benedict,  Edward  B.  Mentioned . * _  220 

Benjamin,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  457,  650 

Bennerman,  William.  Mentioned .  299 

Bennett,  Augustus  G. 

Correspondence  with  Alexander  Schimmelfennig  .  699,  819,  840,  848 

Mentioned .  591,  855 

Bennett,  Orson  W.  Mentioned .  423,434 

Bennett,  Samuel  A.  iMentioned .  .  220, 237 

Bennett,  William  T.  ^Mentioned .  424 

Benton,  Mary,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  .526,547 

Berkey,  John  M.  Mentioned . 20,121,122,849 

Berry,  John.  Mentioned .  623 

Berryman,  Wilson.  Correspondence  with  .lohn  G.  Foster .  587 

Bertody,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned .  875 

Bickford,  Nathan  B.  E.  Mentioned .  476 

Biggs,  Herman.  Correspondenee  with  Quartermaster-GeneraPs  Office,!!.  S.  A .  638 

Bird,  Edward.  Mentioned .  961,  962 

Bishop,  Judson  W.  Mentioned .  23,852 

Black,  Robert.  Mentioned .  770 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Force,  Manning  F .  608 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  468,  500,  530, 536, 540,  .549,  557, 559, 595, 

607,  622,  630, 642,  662,  686,  694,  703,  711,  712,  731,  745,  757,  766,  775,  784,  814 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D .  514, 

540,  541,  551,  562,  597,  631,  680,  687,  717,  746,  747,  775,  802,  803 

Mower,  Joseph  A . .  .574, 623,  679,  687,  732 

Potts,  Benjamin  F .  760 

Sherman,  William  T .  567,  606,  642,  661,  846 

Smith,  Giles  A .  496,  531,  5.36,  767 

Spencer,  George  E .  504,  566,  596 

Sprague,  .John  W .  758,  759 

Mentioned .  7-9, 15, 16, 21,  32-34,  38,  55-57,  65-71,  73,  76, 81, 84,  86, 97, 


104, 120, 126, 132, 150, 154,  155, 158,  166, 169, 175, 179, 181, 182, 184, 191, 195, 
215, 276,  341,  365,  372,  413, 452,  453,  465,  467,  471, 478, 485, 486, 493,  497, 504, 
510, 514,  519, 522, 528-531, 536-538,  540, 541,  .548,  550, 551, 55.5-558, 561, 562, 
.566, 571,  572, 577, 579, 590,  592, 593, 596,  597,  602,  603,  605, 609, 611,  612,  616, 
620, 621,  624, 628, 631,  632,  638,  639,  644,  645,  647,  649-653,  658-661,  663,  667- 
670,  674,  677-681,  685,  687,  689,  693,  694,  711,  716,  717, 730,  732,  743,  756,  759, 
760,  767,  773,  788-791,  802,  828,  848,  850,  857,  8.59,  860,  870, 883, 922,  930,  941 
Reports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cami)aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  147, 148 
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Blake, - .  Mentioned .  292 

Blake,  Evans.  Mentioned .  75 

Blandford,  Mark  H.  Address  of,  to  the  ])eople  of  Georgia .  869 

Blanding,  Ormsby.  Mentioned . 875 

Blessingh,  Louis  von. 

Mentioned . 19,  849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  117 

Bloodgood,  Edward. 

Mentioned . ' .  24,328,704,854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  344 

Boag,  Theodore  G.  Mentioned .  875 

Bodie,  Lyman  G.  Mentioned .  176 

Bolton,  C.  P.  Mentioned .  875 

Bond,  Benjamin  N.  Mentioned .  467 

Bonham,  Milledge  L.  Mentioned .  554,870,91.5,918,932 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Sotifh  Carolina,  Governor  of . 

Boucher,  James  H.  Mentioned . 458 

Boutelle,  Charles  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  .John  G . 808 

Sherman,  William  T .  801,  821 

Mentioned . . . . . ^ .  810 

Bowdle,  William  J.  Mentioned .  437,  438 

Bowles,  Crawford  B.  Mentioned .  ,393 

Bowlus,  Lewis  H.  Mentioned .  400,401 

Boyd,  Wesley.  Mentioned .  20 

Boyd,  William  S. 

Mentioned .  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1,5-Dec.  21, 1864 .  141 

Boyd’s  Landing,  S.  C.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  29, 1864.  See  reports  of  Honey 
Rill,  S.  C.  Enyagement  at,  Nov.  30, 1864. 

Boylston,  R.  B.  Mentioned .  984 

Bradford,  Joseph  M.  Correspondence  with  .John  G.  Foster .  783 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  916,  919,  930,  937 

Alexander,  P.  W .  923 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Mayor  of .  ,588,  881 

Baker,  Lawrence  S .  1005 

Beauregard,  G.  T . . .  969, 1001 

Davis,  Jefferson .  825,  881,  886, 898,  963 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W .  912 

Hardee,  William  .1 .  919,  933 

Jones,  Samuel .  904,  907,  908,  91.3,  917,  923,  933,  934 

Sale,  John  B .  895, 

898,  901,  902,  904,  910,  91.5,  916,  925,  927,  929,  94 1,  951,  954,  9.58, 1005 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S .  952 

Taylor,  Richard .  916 

War  Department,  C.  S .  901 

Wheeler,  .Joseph .  8.57-860, 

864,  865,  868,  872,  903,  906,  910-912,  916,  921,  926,  929,  930,  934, 1).38,  941,  998 

Mentioned .  406,  570,  588,  604,  61 1,  612,  624, 

889,  891,  897,  900,  902,  904,  912,  915,  919,  926,  927,  941, 943,  966,  969,  996, 1010 

Bragg,  Braxton,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  9,58 

Brant,  Jefferson  E.  Mentioned .  342 
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Bray,  Nathaniel  K.  Mentioned . . .  299 

Breathittj  John  W.  Mentioned . 371,380 

Breck,  George  C.  Mentioned . 424,435 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  Mentioned .  740,741,825 

Breckinridge,  William  C.  P. 

(V)rrespondence  with 

Hardee,  IVilliam  .)  .  521,  880 

Wheeler,  Josejih . 922,928 

Mentioned .  119,  406,  889, 912 

Breese,  K.  Randolph.  Mentioned .  832,842,  843 

Brenner,  J.  A.  Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Morris .  886,  894 

Brent,  George  W.  Mentioned .  872,  989,  993 

Brent,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned . 973 

Briant,  Cyrus  E. 

Mentioned .  22,  851 

Report  of  tSavjinnah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-1)00.  21, 1864 .  171 

Brigg-s,  Edward.  Mentioned .  849 

Brigham,  Joseph  H. 

Assignment  to  command . 470 

Assumes  command  of  2d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  14th  Army  Corps .  474 

Mentioned .  22,  38, 174, 176,  470,  696,  748,  851 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1.5-Dec.  21, 1864 .  174 

Briner,  Amos.  Mentioned .  401 

Brink,  Edwin  R.  ^Mentioned .  367,  706 

Brinkworth,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  483 

Bromley,  W.  L.  Mentioned .  410 

Brookfield,  Edward  V.  Mentioned .  367,  373 

Brooks, - .  Mentioned .  940,  966 

Brooks,  Emerson  P.  Mentioned . 113 

Brooks,  John  W.  Mentioned . ,  875,  923,  972,  997 

Brown, - .  Mentioned .  669 

Brown,  Angus  P.  Mentioned .  875 

Brown,  Henry  D. 

Mentioned .  24 

Rei)ort  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  331 

Brown,  James.  Mentioned .  122 

Brown,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  406,  497,  554,  706,  867,  932,  989,  990.  998, 1012 

For  corres])ondence,  et<-.,  see  Georgia,  Governor  of. 

Brown,  J.  W.  Mentioned . 939,953,963 

Brown,  N.  B.  Mentioned .  883,888,952 

Brown,  Philip  P.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  .Jolin  G.  Foster .  492,587,691,700,  725 

Mentioned .  586,  ,590,  .591,  855 

Brown,  S.  Lockwood. 

Correspondence  with  Qnartermaster-CJeneral’s  Office,  U.  S.  A .  .570,627 

Mentioned . 568,  637 

Brown,  Thomas  R.  Mentiojted .  876 

Browne,  Albert  G.  ('orrespondence  witli  .Tohn  G.  Foster .  818 

Browne,  William  M.  Correspondence  with  .Jeflerson  Davis..  872,880,886,900.910 

Brownfield,  R.  J.  Corres))ondence  witli  Sammd  .Jones .  956 

Bruce,  John.  Mentioned .  592 

Bruner,  Peter  S.  .MentiomMl .  373 

Brunner,  John  F.  Mentioned . . .  20.  127.  1.38,8.50 

Brush,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  4()9 
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Bryan,  R.  S.  Correspomleuce  with  War  Departiiieiit,  (h  S .  1011 

Bryan,  William  H.  Mentioned . . .  o73,  385 

Bryan  Court-House,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  8,  1864.  See  St^'roniaJi,  (ia., 
('auipaUin,  Now  16-I)6C.21,  1864.  Jtejyorfs  of  Oliver,  p.  121;  Oster- 
haus,  p.  87. 

Bryce,  Campbell  R.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  (.'.  S .  1011 

Bryce,  Robert.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Buck,  Wilson  S.  Mentioned .  250 

Buck  Creek,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  7,  1864.  See  Savannah,  (ia.,  Campaiijn, 

Now  15-Dec.  21,1864.  Bejwrt  of  Atkin.s,  p.  392. 

Buck  Head  Church,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  28,  1864.  See  Savannah,  (ia., 
('ampaign,  Nov.  15-Dee.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 
Heath,  Thomas  T.  .Tones,  Fielder  A.  Murray,  Eli  H. 

Buck  Head  Creek,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  2,  1864.  See  8avann<(h,  da.,  C'am- 
paiejn,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 
Geary,  John  W.  Pardee,  Ario,  jr.  Wright,  Myron  T. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  41,  215;  Dohbs  to  Wheeler,  p.  926. 

Buck  Head  Creek,  or  Reynolds’  Plantation,  Ga.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28, 

1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign-,  Now  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Re- 
po7't  of  Sander 8071,  p.  404;  Wheeler  to  Bragg,  p.  910. 

Buck  Head  Station,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  19,  1864,  See  Savannah,  Ga., 
Campaign,  Now  15-Dee.  21,  1864.  Repo7't  of  Gearij,  p.  270. 


Buckingham,  Philo  B. 

Mentioned .  24,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  348 

Budd,  William.  Mentioned .  172, 173 

Budlong,  Syria  M.  Mentioned .  125 

Buel,  David  H.  Mentioned .  74 

Buell,  George  P. 

Correspondence  with  Al])heus  S.  Williams . 769 

Mentioned . . .  10,  22,  58,  59, 158, 160, 163- 

165, 181, 184, 197,  460,  470,  483,  490,  .533,  .541,  544,  .552,  .598,  617,  633,  712,  851 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  160 

Buist,  G.  L.  Mentioned .  997 

Buist,  Henry.  Mentioned .  986 

Bullard, - .  Mentioned .  25(5 

Bullock,  W.  F.,  jr.  For  correspondence'  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Riehavd  Taglor. 

Bundy,  Henry.  Mentioned .  3.54 

Bunn,  William  S.  Mentioned  .  452 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Me  ntioned  .  17 

Burger,  William  L.  M. 

Ce)rre8])ondence  with  .John  G.  Fe)ster .  655 

Mentioneel .  636 

For  corresitoneh'nce  as  A.  A.  (J.,  se'e^  John  G.  Foster. 

Burnham,  Horace  L. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  N.  Aehuns . (578 

Mentieened .  180 

Burton,  George  S.  Mentie)ne*el .  425,  437 

Burton,  James  E. 

Mentioneel .  24,  338,  851 

Report  of  Savannah,  (ia.,  (’.‘empaign,  Nov.  15-Dee'.  21, 1864  .  339 

Busby,  Thomas.  Mentieene'd .  131 

Buswell,  Nicholas  C.  Me  ntieened .  20,849 
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Butler,  Benjamin  F.  MeutioJied . .  Oil,  797,  798,  832,  843 

Butler,  Frank  H.  Mentioned .  419 

Butler,  William.  Mentioned .  875,  997 

Buzard,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  488,551 

Byne,  Edmund. 

Correspondence  ’svitli  Joseph  Wheeler .  691 

Mentioned .  690 

Cadle,  Cornelius,  jr.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  (t.,  see  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr. 

Cadwalader,  George  B.  Mentioned .  220,233 

Cahill,  James  B.  Mentioned .  22 

Caldwell,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph 4Vheeler .  991 

Mentioned .  992 

California,  Governor  of. 

Cono^ratnlatory  letter  to  4Villiaiii  T.  Sherman  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 

under  his  command .  17 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  17 

Cameron,  Allen  D.  Mentioned . . . : .  838 

Campbell,  Andrew  K.  Mentioned .  20 

Campbell,  Archibald  L.  Mentioned .  875 

Campbell,  Charles  G.  Mentioned . 876 

Campbell,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  993 

Campbell,  William  H.  Mentioned .  876 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S.  Mentioned .  715 

Canonicus,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  421 

Cantine,  John  J.  Mentioned .  796 

Captured  Property.  See  rroperty  Captured. 

Carlin,  William  P. 

Corresi)ondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  483,  575,  582,  617,  721 

Miles,  David .  778 

Mentioned .  22,  37,  38,  40, 150, 161, 164- 

167,169-171, 174, 182, 183,  197,  203,  205,  208,  273,  461,  470,  474,  490,  532, 533, 
541,  552,  578,  582,  598,  617,  626,  633,  663,  694,  696,  720,  733,  761,  778,  816,  851 

Rei)ort  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  168 

Staff.  Announcement  of . ‘  483 

Carman,  Ezra  A. 

Correspondence  with 

.lackson,  Nathaniel  J . .  735,  762 

Williams,  Alpheus  S . . .  697,  734,  762 

Mentioned .  23,45, 

46,  49,  50,  157,  206-209,  216,  218-221,  224,  232,  248,  249,  251,  253,  255,  257- 
259,  266,  268,  276,  296,  300,  328,  336,  354,  357,  463,  484,  492,  497,  504, 516,  534, 
545,  553,  564,  600,  610,  619,  634,  646,  655,  675,  704;  722,  723,  734,  762,  779,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  2,33 

Carmichael,  James  C.  Mentioned .  424,  427,  591 

Carpenter,  Cyrus  C.  Mentioned .  90 

Carper,  Leo.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  M.  Corse. 

Carswell,  R.  W.  Mentioned .  889 

Carter,  Woodward.  Mentioned .  437 

Case,  Henry. 

Mentioned .  24,854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1,5-Dec.  21, 1864 .  332 

Casey, - .  Mentioned .  804 
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Caspar^  George  R.  ]\Ieiitioue<l .  22 

Casualties  in  Action.  See  Confederate  Troops  imd  Union  Troops.  Casualties. 
Returns  of. 

Catron,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  80 

Catterson,  Robert  F. 

Mentioned .  19,  88,  97,  98.  572,  849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  105 

Cavalry  Division,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  Itineraries.  Sav¬ 
annah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  .54,55 

Chadwick,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned .  707 

Channel,  Joseph  R. 

Mentioned .  23,8.52 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1.5-Dec.  21,  1864 .  205 

Chapman,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  299 

Chapman,  Henry.  Mentioned .  411 

Chapman,  John  A.  Mentione<l .  852 

Chappell,  William  E.  Mentioned .  163 

Charles  Houghton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  438,  .535,  636 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Preparations  for  evacuation  of.  Comnumication  from  G. 

T.  Beauregard .  993 

Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  S.  C. 

Demonstrations  against,  Dec.  6-9,  1864. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Confederate  troops .  447 

Communications  from 

Bacon,  E.  H.,  jr . 937 

Chesuut,  James,  jr .  945 

Foster,  John  G .  636,  665, 666 

Gartrell,  Lucius  J . . .  935,  936, 939, 941 

Jones,  Samuel .  447,  934,  936,  937, 943, 944 

Robertson,  Beverly  H .  944,  945 

Reports  of 

Edwards,  Aaron  C .  447 

.Jones,  Samuel .  442 

Robertson,  Beverly  H .  446 

Woodford,  Stewart  L .  4.38,440,441 

Proposed  operations  against.  Communication  from  John  P.  Hatch .  517 

Chatfield,  Harvey  S. 

Mentioned .  24,  309,  782, 853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1.5-Dec.  21,  1864 .  312 

Cheek,  Christopher  T.  Mentioned .  371,  382,  .384, 385 

Chesnut,  James,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson .  869, 872,  889 

Jones,  Samuel .  931,  939,  945,  946,  951,  957 

Mentioned .  416,443,44.5,447, 

881,  889,  908,  926,  9.30,  931, 934,  938,  944,  949,  9.50,  970,  971,  975, 986, 993, 999 

Chipman,  Henry  L. 

Mentioned . , .  4.32,  .591,  8.55 

Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Grahamville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  30, 

1864  .  432 

Chisolm,  A.  R.  For  corresi)ondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  (!.  T.  lieaurepard. 

Chisolm,  Robert.  MentioiuMl . 876 

Christensen,  Charles.  Mentioned .  459 

Christensen,  Christian  T.  Mentioned . 449 
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Cladek,  John  J.  21,850 

Clancy,  Charle.s  W. 

Mentioned .  28,  852 

Kex)ort  of  Savannah.  (4a..  Cainpaig^^n.  Nov.  15-Dec.  21. 1861  . .  201 

Clanton,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  .Joseph  Wheeler .  858 

Mentioned .  864,998 

Clark, - .  iSlentioned .  356 

Clark,  Charles.  Mentioned .  932 

Clark,  Edmund  C.  Mentioned .  435 

Clark,  Frederick  L.  Mentioned .  178 

Clark,  Jeremiah  S.  Mentioned .  591,855 

Clark,  J.  L.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Clark,  Job  A.  Mentioned .  137 

Clark,  0.scar  A.  Mentioned .  366 

Clark,  William  T.  INIentioned .  479 

Clarke,  John  J.  Mentioned . .  960,  967 

Clay,  Hiland  H. 

Mentioned .  24,329,854 

Report  of  Savannah,  (4a.,  ('ampaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  330 

Clay,  Hugh  L.  Mentioned .  979 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R.  Mentioned .  517 

Clinch,  D.  L.  Mentioned .  208,  219,  235,  247 

Clinch,  N.  B.  Mentioned .  122 

Clinton,  Ga, 

Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  21-23, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Catiipaign,  Nor. 15-Dee. 

21,  1864.  Deports  of 

Elesaingh,  Louis  voii.  Jones,  Theodore.  Oliver,  John  M. 

ITazen,  William  E.  Kilpatrick,  Judson.  Osterhaiis,  Peter  J. 

Also  BreeMnridffe  to  Hardee,  pp.  521,  880. 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  20, 1864.  Sec  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec. 

21, 1864.  Deports  of 

Atkins,  Smith  D.  Osterhaus,  Peter  J.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Daholl,  Henry  W. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  27. 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.  See  Munitions  of  JVar. 

Clune,  William  H.  Mentioned .  19,  97,  849 

Coates,  Erastus  P.  Mentioned . 400 

Cobb,  Howell. 

Cor)-es])ondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  858,  862,  977 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  866,  989 

Davis,  Jefferson .  861,865 

War  Department,  C.  S. . . .  977 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  520,  873 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  857, 859, 860, 863, 864,  872 

Mentioned . .54,362,406, 

414, 417,  508,  519,  861-864,  866,  867,  870,  886,  922,  932,  977,  979,  990,  996, 1010 

Cochran,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  401 

Cockley,  David  L.  Mentioned .  389,393 

Coe,  Albert  L.  Mentioned .  180,18.3,200 

Coe,  Alonzo  W.  Mentioned .  23, 181, 184 

Cogly, - .  Mentioned .  437 

Cogswell,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned .  246 
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Cogswell,  William. 

Correspondeuce  with  Alpheus  8.  Williams .  464 

Meiitioued .  23,  216,  218,  235,  244,  324,  350,  357,  460,  461,  463,  470,  400,  722,  735,  853 

Report  of  Savanuah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Ucc‘.  21,  1864  .  230 

Cohen,  Solomon.  Mentioned .  846 

Colcock,  Charles  J. 

Correspondence  with 

.Jones,  Samuel . 073 

Wheeler,  J oseph . 041 

Mentioned .  415,  416,  445,  930,  946,  961,  962,  970 

Colcock,  Thomas  H.  Correspondence  with  Josepli  Wheeler .  946 

Colwell,  Augustus  W.  Mentioned  . .  565, 855 

Compton,  James.  Mentioned .  139 

Conant,  William  L.  Mentioned .  440,  442 

Conduct  of  the  War.  Communications  from 

Alexander,  P.  W .  923 

Pjcauregard,  G.  T .  918 

Grant,  U.  S .  636.  715,  728,  740, 820 

Halleck,  Henry  W . .' . '  715, 741 

Sherman,  William  T .  797,  798,  841,  842 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Demonstrations  against  the  (3iarleston  and  Sa¬ 
vannah  Railroad,  S.  C.,  Dec.  6-9, 1864 .  447 

Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  8th,  10th,  961;  15th,  419. 

Engineers — Regiments :  2d,  875. 

Infantry — Battalions  :  1st  Foreign,  1008. 

Miscellaneous — Arsenal  Battalion,*  1005;  Naval  Battalion,!  1005. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Grganization,  strength,  etc.  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 

Florida .  874-876, 965,  992,  993,  999, 1000 

Congress,  U.  S.  Thanks  of,  to  William  T.  Sherman  for  victories  in  Sa  vannah, 

Ga.,  Campaign .  856 

Conklin,  Benjamin  K.  Mentioned . ! .  439 

Conklin,  James  T.  Mentioned .  74,  453,  571,  794,  808,  814 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e^/we/7fs ;  5th,  23,  46,  220,  224,  225,  227,  228,  231,  853 ;  17th,  591, 

856;  20th,  24,  348,  349,  854. 

Conner,  James.  Mentioned .  987 

Conner,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned .  285 

Conway,  Captiiin.  Mentioned .  998 

Cook, - .  Mentioned .  996 

Cook,  F.  W.  C.  Mentioned .  414,416 

Cook,  George  W.  Mentioned .  23, 852 

Cook,  Gustave.  Mentioned .  410 

Cook,  William  C.  Mentioned .  397 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  869,  889, 1010 

For  corre8])ondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Ollice,C.  S.  A. 

Cornevin,  Paul.  Mentioned .  393 

Corse,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Adanis,  Robert  N .  775 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  (561,678 


■*  Composed  of  clerks,  detailed  men,  etc. 

I  Composed  of  employes,  detailed  men,  etc. 
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Corse^  John  M. — Coiitiuued. 

Correspondence  Avith 

Osterliaus,  Peter  J .  94,  678,  703,  784 

Rice,  Elliott  W .  614,  693,  745 

^lentioned .  20,  25,  26,  30,  65,  67-71,  73, 

81-91,  94,  95, 100, 113, 120, 128, 130, 139, 141, 145-147,  454,  455,  465,  466,  472, 
478-480,  486, 494,  498,  499, 509, 511-513,  522,  529,  530,  536,  538, 539,  543,  548, 
555-558,  565, 579, 580, 594,  603,  605,  613,  621,  638,  640-642,  648-650,  659,  660, 
668-673, 678,  683,  685,  702,  738,  766,  773,  775,  784,  788,  790,  794,  808,  833, 850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ca.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  125 

Corson,  Elwood  M.  Mentioned .  .  438 

Cosmopolitan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  79 

Cotton  River  Bridge,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  16, 1864  .  1 

Coverdale,  Robert  T.  Mentioned .  826 

CoAvan,  Ross  R.  Mentioned .  393 

Cox,  James.  Mentioned .  19,  848 

Craddock, - .  Mentioned .  937 

Craft,  Hiram  J.  Mentioned .  193 

Craig,  John. 

Correspondence  Avith  John  W.  Geary . 546 

Mentioned . -24,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  294 

Craig,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 851 

Cramp  &  Sons.  Mentioned .  638 

Crane,  Alexander  B. 

Mentioned .  24,  327,  336,  337,  854 

'  Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  341 

Crane,  Benjamin  E.  Correspondence  Avith  William  B.  Farr .  603 

Crane,  Nirom  M.  Mentioned .  230,  243,  344 

Crane,  William  D.  Mentioned .  430,432 

Cranston,  Uriah.  Mentioned .  845 

Crawford,  Andrew.  Correspondence  Avith  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Crawford,  Andrew  L.  Mentioned .  226 

Crawford,  Francis  C.  Mentioned .  682 

Crawford,  J.  A.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Creigh,  Alfred  H.  W.  Mentioned .  286 

Cresson,  Charles  C. 

Mentioned . 24,  296,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  304 

Crews,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  389,406,407,411,886 

Crocker,  George  H.  Mentioned .  424,  435 

Crosman,  Alexander  F.  Mentioned .  424,  436,  437,  441 

Crowell,  Justice  G.  Mentioned .  373,375 

Cruikshank,  Robert.  Mentioned .  226 

.  Crump,  Major.  Mentioned .  934 

Culver,  Captain.  Mentioned .  894 

Cumming,  John  B.  Mentioned .  940,  965,  999,  1006 

Cunningham,  John.  Mentioned . 875 

Cunningham,  T.  M.  Mentioned .  99(5 

Cureton, - .  Mentioned .  653 

Curly,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  lloAvard  .  733 

Mentioned .  19,  101, 849 

Report  of  SaAmnnali,  Go.,  Campaign,  NoA^  15-Dee.  21,  1861  .  IO3 

Curren,  Robert.  Mentioned .  849 
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Cushman,  J.  B.  Meutioiied . 18 

Cuthbert,  Major.  Mentioned .  958 

Cuyler,  George.  Mentioned . 668 

Cuyler,  John  M.  Mentioned .  668 

Cuyler,  R.  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Gordon,  Ga.,  Telegraph  Operator  at .  878 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  878 

Mentioned .  668,  692,  736,  742,  790,  877 

Cuyler’s  Plantation,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec. 9, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,^Cam- 
2)aign,  Nov.  15-I)ec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 
Davis,  Jeiferson  C.  Langley,  James  W.  Morgan,  James  D. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  184. 

Cypress  Swamp,  near  Sister’s  Ferry,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  7,  1864.  See 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dee.  21,  1864.  Repforts  of 
Acker,  George  S.  Baird,  Absalom.  Kilpatrick,  Judsou. 

Atkins,  Smith  D.  Hamilton,  William  D. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  42. 

Daboll,  Henry  W. 

Mentioned .  23,224,225,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  227 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Dayton,  Lewis  M . .  772 

Foker,  John  G .  54.3,  553,  564,  570 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  676,  699,  752 

Sherman,  William  T .  708,  810 

Mentioned .  7, 11-14,  72,  74,  77, 103,  421,  .586,  702,  707,  709,  713, 

719.  726,  729,  742,  751,  7.53, 754,  756,  761,  777,  791,  792,  797,  837, 839,  843,  919 

Dalzell,  John.  Mentioned .  25,  .362,  400,  854 

Dandelion,  Tug.  Mentioned .  11,726,751 

Daniel,  Charles  P.  Mentioned . 446,448,935,939 

Daniels,  Waldo  C.  Mentioned .  .562,576 

Davidson,  Henry.  Mentionc^l . : . . .  21 

Davidson,  John  W.  Mentioned .  592 

Davis,  George  F.  Mentioned .  427 

Davis,  George  W.  Mentioned .  333 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Heanregard,  G.  T .  890,905,  910,  9.31,  954,  966,  969,  974,  984,  996, 1010 

Bragg,  Braxton .  825,  881,  886,  898,  963 

Browne,  William  U .  872,  880,  886,  900,  910 

Cliesnnt,  James,  jr .  869,872,889 

Cobh,  Howell .  861,  865 

Fry,  Birkett  D .  883 

Georgia,  Governor  of .  865 

Hardee,  William  .1 .  891,  899,  960,  964,  971 

Ives,  Joseph  (' .  958 

Lee,  Robert  E . 869,966 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of .  919,  952,  986,  1000,  1001 

Taylor,  Richard .  911 

War  Department,  C.  S .  925,  990,  1011 

Wright,  Ambro.se  .  884,889 

^lentioned .  17.  751,  792,  79S-.s0(),  810, 

863,  869,  876,  886,  895,  903,  919, 924,  925,  928,  970,  999,  1005, 1009, 1011, 1012 
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Page. 

Davis,  Jefferson  C, 

Correspoudeuco  Avitli 

Atkins,  Smith  J ) . 707 

Baird,  Absalom . 490, 

541,  545,  576,  583,  598,  609,  618,  625,  626,  663,  681,  688,  689,  696,  703,  721,  738 

Carlin,  William  P .  483,  575,  582,  617,  721 

Este,  George  P .  542 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  ,578 

'  Morgan,  James  D .  496,  502,  514,  .545,  .583,  617,  625,  721,  733,  769,  779 

Palmer,  Theodoric  K . 470 

Sherman,  William  T .  460,  .501,514 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  412, 

461,  575,  582,  598,  645,  653,  663,  674,  680,  681,  689,  695,  696,  747,  761,  768,  778 

Yates,  .John  B .  544 

Mentioned .  7-9, 1.5, 16, 

22,  ,33,  34,  36,  37,  39,  43,  46,  49,  55,  57,  65, 148, 152,  155-158, 160, 167, 169,  171, 
181-184,  207,  208,  214-216,  233,  234,  239,  241,  258,  276,  298,  306,  320,  324,  326, 
327,  334,  335,  347,  350,  353,  365,  372,  392,  402,  407,  409,  410,  413,  417,  460,  46l’ 
463,  483,  489,  496,  501,  .502,  519,  .528,  5.32,  5.34,  541,  .542,  544,  545,  551,  5.52,  555, 
574-576,  578,  582,  583,  585,  590,  597, 609, 616,  617,  624,  625,  628,  631,  632,  643- 
645,  647,  652,  658,  662,  663,  668,  679-681,  692,  695,  696,  703,  712,  719,  721,  723. 
738,742,  743,763,779,789-791,  848,  851,  860, 863,864,867,870,884,912, 922,  929 

Keport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  163 

Davis,  Jerome  D. 

Mentioned .  20,  850 

Eeport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cami)aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 . 130 

Davis,  John  H.  Mentioned .  154,608,716 

Davis,  McJerome.  Mentioned .  373,  38o 

Davisborough,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  28,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam¬ 
paign,  Nov.  lo-Dec.  21,  1864.  lieporis  of 

Banium,  Henry  A.  Elliott,  Thomas.  (Trumbach,  Nicholas. 

Burton,  James  E.  Flynn,  John.  Van  Yoorhis,  Koert  S. 

Chatfield,  Harvey  S.  Geary,  .John  W.  Zulich,  Samuel  M. 


Also  Geary  to  Williams,  p.  577. 

Dawes,  William  F.  Mentioned .  21 

Dawson,  Byron.  Mentioned .  393 

Day,  Samuel  C.  Mentioned .  8,56 

Day,  William  H.  Mentioned .  367,  399 

Dayton,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  439 

Dayton,  Lewis  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Beckwith,  Amos .  772 

Dahlgren,  .John  A .  772 

Sherman,  William  T . .- .  692,  771 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  704,  776,  777 

W ebster,  .Joseph  I ) .  826 

Mentioned .  12, 14 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  .see  William  T.  Sherman. 

Dean,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned .  20 

Dean,  William  B.  Correspondence  with  .John  G.  Foster .  586 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  G.  Foster. 

Bearing,  James.  Mentioned .  979 

Dechert,  Robert  P.  For  correspondence  as  vV.  A.  A.  G.,  see  *8. 

De  Gress,  Francis.  Mentioned .  20,87,103,850 
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De  Groat,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  21,850 

Delafield,  Richard.  Mentioned .  627 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  T.  S.  A. 

Delaware,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 526,547 

Denham,  James  C.  Mentioned .  271 

Dennis, - .  Mentioned .  .589 

Dennison,  William.  Mentioned .  765 

Dent,  J.  E.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

De  Saussure,  Captain.  Mentioned .  415,  416 

De  Saussure,  W.  F.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

De  Saussure,  Wilmot  G.  Mentioned .  914,928,927 

Deserters.  Action  touching.  Communications  from 

Cohb,  Howell .  977 

(Jeorgia,  Governor  of . _ . ■. .  990 

Dibrell,  George  G.  Mentioned .  409,  411,861 

Dickey,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  90 

Dickinson,  Joseph  W.  For  correspondence  as  A,  A.  A.  G.,  se(^  Alexander 
Schimmel/ennig. 

Dickson,  William  G.  Mentioned .  787 

Dilworth,  Caleb  J.  Mentioned .  181 

Doan,  Azariah  W.  Mentioned .  24,854 

Doan,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  28,  852 

Doane,  Elisha. 

Correspondence  Avith  Samuel  Ross .  770 

xMentioned .  24.  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  No\".  15-I)ec.  21,  1864  . .  819 

Dobbs,  S.  P. 

Correspondence  Avith  .loseph  Wheeler . 926 

Mentioned .  912 

Dodge,  Grenville  M.  Mentioned .  478.479 

Dodge,  William  H.  Mentioned .  440,442 

Donaldson,  James  L.  Mentioned .  755 

Dooley,  James  F.  Mentioned .  299 

Douglass,  John  C.  Mentioned .  808 

For  correspomleuce  as  A.  A.  G.,  seo  Mortimer  I>.  Leggett. 

Douglass,  Levi  H.  Mentioned .  586.  649,  (459 

Downey,  William  A.  Mentioned .  161 

Doyle,  John.  Mentioned .  122 

Duckworth,  John  A.  Mentioned .  185 

Duer,  John  O.  Mentioned .  21,851 

Dunbar,  Gilbert  E.  Mentioned . 867 

Duncan,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  IMcnliom'd .  998 

Duncan,  Edward  A.  Mentioned .  75 

Duncan,  Henry. 

Mentioned .  21,851 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam)>aign.  Nov.  15-l)ec.  21, 1864  .  155 

Duncan,  William,  Mentioned .  1 1.  72,  75,  509,  519,  578.  622.  668,  67 1 . 699,  707,  708 

Dunlap,  James  R.  Mentioned .  76,  77 

Dunn,  Walter  G. 

Mentioned .  24.8,58 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga,,  Campaign.  Nov.  l,5-l)ec.21,  1864  .  804 

Dunn,  William  McK.  MentiomMl .  686,  726,  728.  800,  816 

Dunphy,  William  H.  Mentioned .  180,  188 

()()  ll  R — VOL  XLIV 
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Dustin,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Geary,  John  W .  634 

Ward,  William  T .  337 

Mentioned . * .  24, 


15'.  20b,  216,  228,  235,  274,  826-328,  334-337,  339,  352,  356,  359, 464,  491,  854 


Report  o+‘  Savax^nah,  Ga.,  Cam])aign,  Nov.  15-Dee.  21, 1864 .  334 

Dutton,  Everell  F.  MenJoned .  854 

Dyer,  Alexander  B.  Mentioned .  627 

Earle,  William  E.  Mentioned .  997 

Early,  Jubal  A.  Mentioned .  565 

Earnest,  Cyrus  A.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  O.  Peirce .  845 


East  Macon,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  20,  1864.  See  Savontmh,  Ga.,  Campaign, 
Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Deporis  of 


Atkiii.'^,  Smith  D. 
Beebe,  Yates  Y. 
Hamilton,  AYilliam  1). 
Heath,  Thomas  T. 


Howard,  Oliver  0. 
Jordan,  Thomas  J. 
Tvilpatrick,  J ndson. 
King,  Robert  11. 


Murray,  Eli  H. 
Sanderson,  Thomas  tY. 
Yan  Buskirk,  Matthew. 


East  Point,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  15,  1864.  See  Savauaah,  Ga.,  Campaign , 

Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Deport  of  Oliver  O.  Howard,  p.  66. 

Easton,  Langdon  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A . .  837 

Sherman,  William  T .  729 

Mentioned .  716,  717,  719,  727,  730-732,  742,  746,  750, 

758,  759,  770,  791,  793, 801,  802,  804, 807,  810-813,  815, 819, 829-831, 839, 844 

Eaton,  Amos  B.  Mentioned . . .  627 

Eatonton,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  21,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Report  of  Eohinson,  p.  254;  itinerary,  p.  48. 
Ebenezer  Creek,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  8,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam¬ 
paign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 


Atkins,  Smith  13.  Hamilton,  William  D.  Van  Buskirk,  Matthew. 

Briant,  Cyrus  E.  Heath,  Thomas  T.  Wheeler.  Joseph. 

Davis,  Jefferson  C. 


Also  itinerary,  p.  41. 

Echols,  Joseph  H.  Address  of,  to  the  people  of  Georgia .  869 

Echols,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones .  953 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.  Correspondence  with  George  D.  Sheldon .  554,  588 

Eden  and  Pooler  Stations,  Ga.  Skirmish  between,  Dec.  9, 1864.  See  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Report  of  Lockman, 
p.  300;  itinerary,  p.  32. 

Edgren,  John  A.  Mentioned .  436 

Edwards,  Aaron  C. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones . . .  936 

Mentioned .  416,  444,  446,  876,  937,  939,  971,  975 

Report  of  demonstrations  against  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad, 

S.  C.,  Dec.  6-9, 1864  . . .  447 

Edwards,  Alanson  W.  Mentioned .  130 

Ege,  Peter.  Mentioned .  22,193,852 

Eliza  Hancox,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  586,710 

Elliott,  George.  Mentioned .  19,  849 

Elliott,  Robert  W.  B.  Mentioned .  952 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  (b,  see  Lafayette  McLaws, 
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Elliott,  Stephen,  jr. 

Assignment  to  command .  943 

Mentioned . . .  942,  943 

Elliott,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Barnum .  584 

Mentioned .  24,782,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  311 

Ells,  William  E.  Mentioned .  733 

Emery,  Damas.  Mentioned .  373,378 

Emory,  William  H.  Mentioned .  966 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  War  Department, 

C.  S .  1012 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Corres])ondence  with  William  T.  Sherman.  833 

Epeneter,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  477 

Este,  George  P. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  C.  Davis .  542 

Mentioned .  23,  43,  204,  205,  541, 542,  696, 852 

Estep,  George.  Mentioned .  748 

Estes,  Lewellyn  G.  Mentioned .  54,  363,  367,  399,  705 

Evans,  Edward  T.  Mentioned .  153 

Evans,  George  W.  Mentioned .  852 

live,  F.  E.  Mentioned .  961,962 

Ewing,  Charles.  Mentioned .  704 

Fahnestock,  Allen  L.  Mentioned .  23, 199,  852 

Failing,  Sanford.  Mentioned .  153 

Fairleigh,  Robert  M.  Mentioned .  373 

Farmer,  William.  Mentioned .  80 

Farr,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned . 993 

Farr,  William  B.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  E.  Crane .  603 

Farragut,  David  G.  Mentioned .  18,184 

Fast,  Orlando  J.  Mentioned .  107 

Faulkner,  Lester  B. 

Mentioned .  24,854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  350 

Fearing,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned . 23,205,852 

Feilden,  H.  W.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  959 

Jones,  Samuel . . .  939,  943,  944, 947 

Roy,  Thomas  Benton .  909 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  WilUam  J.  Hardee. 

Fenton,  Reuben  E.  Mentioned .  18 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  New  York,  Governor  of. 

Ferguson,  Samuel  Vif. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton . 912 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  943 

Mentioned .  273,  365,  372,  406,  577,  889,  905,  908,  916,  917,  922,  960,  968 

Fernandina,  U.  S.  Bark.  Mentioned .  399 

Files,  James  P.  Mentioned . .• .  20,849 

Filkins,  Nathaniel  W.  Mentioned .  403,404 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott.  Mentioned .  801,810 

Findlay,  C.  D.  iMentioued .  990 

Findley,  Robert  P. 

Mentioned .  22,852 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-l)ec.  21, 1864  .  177 
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Pace. 

Fire-Fly,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  965 

Fiser,  John  C. 

Assignment  to  command .  985 

Correspondence  Avith  Lafayette  McLaws .  1006 

Mentioned .  985,999 

Fishburne,  H.  W.  Mentioned .  993 

Fisher,  Fort.  See  Fort  Fisher. 

Fisher,  George  A.  Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G .  708,  823 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  752 

McClintock,  James  M .  669,  752,  753 

Merrill,  Jesse . 751 

Sherman,  William  T .  752 

Fisher,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  22,177,178 

Fitch,  Michael  H.  Mentioned .  22,  851 

Fitzgibbon,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned .  22,852 

Flag,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  751,  753 

Flags  of  Truce.  Communications  from 

Hallo  well,  Edward  N .  648,  656,  657 

Huguenin,  Thomas  A .  648,  657 

Flansburg,  Nathan.  For  correspondence  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Frederick  J.  Hw'lhiit. 

Fleming,  Joseph  T.  Mentioned .  341 

Florida.  Operations  in,  Nov.  14-Dec.  31, 1864.  Communication  from  Eliakim 

P.  Scammon .  824 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.') 

Artillery,  Light— 5affa//o/7S ;  Milton  A,  997;  B,  876,  975,  997, 

1000.  Batteries:  Kilcrease,  876,  997 ;  Leon,  997. 

Cavalry — Battalions :  5th,  876.  Regiments :  2d,  876. 

Infantry — Battalions  :  Nichols’  Reserves,  876. 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Cavalry — Regiments  :  1st,  418. 

Flynn,  John. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Geary .  713,780 

Mentioned .  24,  283,  285,  289,  781, 853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  290 

Flynn,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  854 

Foley,  Richard.  Mentioned .  378 

Forbes,  William  T.  Mentioned .  282,796 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  W.  Geary. 

Force,  Manning  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  608 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D  . . 759 

Mentioned.  21, 153,  460,  469,  474,  481,  495,  574,  597,  615,  651,  673,  687,  775,  803,  815,  851 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  153 

Ford,  John.  Mentioned .  153 

Ford,  John  W.  Mentioned .  171 

Forman,  Joseph  T. 

Mentioned .  25,  362,  365,  366,  369,  374,  378, 854 

Re])ort  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam])aign,  Nov.  15-l)ec.  21,  1864  .  376 

Forno,  Henry.  Mentioned .  978 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Mentioned .  156,  755,  881, 902, 903 

Forrester,  John  W.  Mentioned .  373,384,385 

Forsyth,  Charles,  Mentioned . 024 
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Forsyth,  James  S.  Mentioned .  332 

Forsyth,  John.  Mentioned  .  924 

Fort,  Greenbury  L.  Mentioned .  90,  579, 640 

Fort  Beaulieu,  Ga.  Attack  on.  See  Forts  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu,  Vernou  River, 

Ga.  Naval  attack  on.  Bee.  14-21, 1864. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Operations  against,  Dec.  7-27,  1864.  Communications 
from 

Bragg,  Braxton .  825, 969 

Porter,  David  D .  832 

Fort  Jackson,  Ga.  Occupation  of,  l>y  Union  troops,  Dec.  21, 1864.  Communi¬ 
cations  from 

Flynn,  John . 780 

Geary,  John  W .  780 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga. 

Engagement  at,  Dec.  13, 1864. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  95 

Communications  from 

Anderson,  Edward  C .  955 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  957 

Dayton,  Lewis  M .  704 

Sherman,  William  T .  Ill,  700,  701 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Howard .  710 

*  See  also  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  ir>-T)ee.  21, 1864.  Reports  of 

Ble.ssingh,  Loins  von,  Kili,  George  F.  Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Curly,  Thomas.  Kilpatrick,  Jud son.  Parry,  Augustus  C. 

Hazen,  William  B.  Mabry,  William  M.  Poe,  Orlando  M. 

Howard,  Oliver  O.  McClintock,  James  M.  Sherfy,  William  H. 

Huntington,  David  L.  Martin,  James  S.  Sherman,  William  T. 

Jones,  Theodore.  Oliver,  John  M. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  27-29,  ,55. 

Sketch  of .  112 

Forts  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu,  Vernon  River,  Ga.  Naval  attack  on,  Dec. 

14-21, 1864  .  2 

Foster,  John  B.  Mentioned .  744 

Foster,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Berryman,  Wilson .  ,587 

lloutelle,  Charles  O .  808 

Bradford,  Joseph  M .  783 

Brown,  Philip  P.,.ir .  492,  587,  691,  700,  725 

Browne,  Albert  G .  818 

Burger,  William  L.  M .  655 

Dahlgren,  .Jolm  A .  543,  55.3,  .564,  570 

Dean,  William  B .  586 

Fisher,  George  A .  708,  823 

Grant,  U.  S .  .535,  666,  713,  786,  816 

Hall,  .Lames  F .  764 

llalleck,  Henry  W .  464,  506,  .516,  524,  547,  586,  655,  665,  666,  699,  713,  714,  817,  839 

1 1 allowell,  Edward  N . 656 

Hanlee,  William  .1 .  847 

Hatch,  .John  P .  50.5,  517,r)25,  535,  .587,  636,  709,  723,  739,  750,  770 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  752,  7.53 

McClintock,  .James  M .  753 

Merrill,  .Jesse .  847 

Mulford,  John  E .  724,  750 
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Foster,  John  G. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Potter,  Edward  E .  477, 526, 824 

Pratt,  Joseph  T .  586, 725 

Quartermaster-General’s  Oltice,  U.  S.  A .  568,  666 

Saxton,  Rufus .  564 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P .  526,  657,  824 

Schiminelfenni.i>',  Alexander .  657,  667,  709,  724,  739,  771,  806,  835,  839 

Sherman,  William  T .  707,  735,  749,  752,  770,  786 

Suter,  Charles  R .  764 

Thomas,  Charles  W .  635, 783 

War  Department,  U.  S .  846,  847 

Wess,  Lewis .  709 

Mentioned .  7, 11, 12, 14,  72-74,  77,  111,  184,  293, 

318,  526,  547,  564,  568,  569,  587,  590,  591,  602,  637,  655-657,  667,  700-702,  707- 
709,  715,  718,  720,  724-727,  729,  736,  739,  742,  743,  751,  753,  754,  756,  761,  764; 
783,  787,  791, 792,  798, 802,  806,  820,  821, 823,  840-843,  855,  919,  960,  962,  981 
Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Graham ville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  30, 1864.  420 

Foster,  John  G.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  636 

Fonts,  John  W.  Mentioned .  21,85^ 

Fowler,  Elbert  W.  Mentioned .  366 

Fox,  Benton  D,  Mentioned .  22,851 

Fox,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  4.33,591,855 

Fox,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  23 

Francis,  James.  Mentioned .  220 

Frederick,  A.  D.  Mentioned .  876,  997 

Freeman,  George  W.  Mentioned .  357,358 

French,  George  F.  Mentioned . 467 

Fry,  Birkett  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  lnspe<  t()r  General’s  OfOce,  C.  S.  A .  872,  874,  883,  884 

Davis,  .lefferson .  883 

Hardee,  William  .J .  894 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  889,  900 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  521,  878 

Mentioned .  873,  876,  881, 1004 

Fuller,  Jared  S.  Mentioned .  367 

Fuller,  John  W.  Mentioned . .  21,  149,  459,  597,  607,  615,  613.  651,  662,  679,  687,  733,  795 

Gage,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned .  19, 82, 101, 104,  849 

Gaillard,  Christopher.  Mentioned .  875 

Gaines,  John  F.  Mentioned . 407,930 

Garber,  Michael  C.  Mentioned .  821 

Gardner,  John.  Mentioned .  299 

Garlington,  A.  C.  For  correspondenee  as  A.  J).  C.,  see  South.  Carolina,  Gov¬ 
ernor  of. 

Garrard,  Israel.  Mentione<l .  157 

Garrett,  John. 

Mentioned .  24,  260,  268,  853 

Reijort  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  264 

Gartrell,  Lucius  J. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones .  931,935,936,939-941 

Mentimied .  443-446,  714,  736,  889,  935,  936, 944, 945, 964, 977-979 

Gary,  Marco  B.  Mentioned .  2.5,  .355,  360 

Geary,  Edward  C.  Mentioned .  427 
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Geary,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnum,  Henry  A .  5X4,  682,  764 

Craig,  John .  546 

Dustin,  Daniel .  634 

Flynn,  John .  713,  780 

.Jones,  Patrick  H .  583,  584 

Fardee,  Ario,  Jr  . . .  464,  705,  763 


Williams,  Alphens  8 .  476,  477,  524,  546,  553,  568, 

577,  578,  583,  619,  620,  626,  627,  646,  655,  664,  681,  689,  704,  721,  749,  763,  780 

Mentioned .  24,  4.3-47,  50,  51, 157,  206-209, 

211-218,  222,  225,  228,  256,  257,  260,  262,  265,  267,  276,  285,  294,  296,  297,  301, 
305,  308-310,  319,  322,  323,  .326-328,  3.35,  354,  .356,  359,  360,  462,  463, 475, 476, 
484,  491,  492,  496,  504,  515,  516,  534,  542,  546,  552,  563,  599,  600,  610,  631,  633, 
645,  654,  6.55,  675,  682,  705,  713,  762-764,  769,  773,  776,  777,  779,  782,  831,  853 


Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1,5-Dec.  21, 1864 .  269 

Staff.  Announcement  of . 796 

Geise,  Frank.  Correspondence  with  .Tames  F.  Hall .  GOl 

George,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  98 

George,  William  T.  Mentioned .  2(50 

Georgia. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communication  from  Howell  Cobh .  989 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  986,  1001 

Sherman,  William  T .  810 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning .  825 

Union  sentiment  in.  Communication  from  William  T.  Sherman .  827 

Georgia,  Army  of.  (Union.) 


Orders,  series  1864— 5/ocw/w  :  Nov.  14,  460;  Nov.  23,  ,532;  Nov.  26,  ,551; 

Carlin:  Dec.  18,748.  Jackson:  Nov.  14,  463;  Nov.  16,  476; 
Nov.  17,  484;  Nov.  18,  492;  Nov.  19,497;  Nov.  20,504;  Nov. 
21,516;  Nov.  23,534;  Nov.  24,542;  Nov.  25,  545;  Nov.  26, 
553;  Nov.  27,563;  Dec.  1  (two),  600;  Dec.  2,610;  Dec.  3,619; 
Dec.  5,  634;  Dec.  6,  646;  Dec.  7,  655;  Dec.  9,  675.  Williams  : 
Nov.  14,  463;  Nov.  16,  475;  Nov.  17,484;  Nov.  18,491;  Nov. 
19,496;  Nov.  20  (two),  503,  .504 ;  Nov.  21,515;  Nov.  23  (two), 
533,534;  Nov.  24,542;  Nov.  25,  545;  Nov.  26,  552;  Nov.  27, 
.563;  Dec  1  (two),  599;  Dec.  2,  610;  Dec.  5, 633;  Dec.  6,  645 ; 
Dec.  7,  654;  Dec.  9,674. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1864 — Carman  :  Dec.  16,  735;  Dec.  18,  749.  Davis  : 

Nov.  18,489;  Dec.  19,  761;  Dec.  23,796.  Geary:  Nov.  15, 
471;  Nov.  26,  553;  No.  141,  705.  Ward :  Nov.  14,  464;  Dec. 
18,  336.  Williams :  Nov.  23,  533;  Dec.  18,  748. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864— 5/ocw/w  ;  No.  2,  695;  No.  3,  808;  No.  4,  816. 

Brigham  :  No.  1,  474.  Davis  :  No.  21,  489 ;  No.  22, 502.  Geary : 
No.  1,  796;  No.  2,804.  Morgan:  No.  17,471.  Ward:  No.  8, 
682.  Williams :  No.  20,  461 ;  No.  21,  462. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Slocum  :  No.  4,  712;  No.  1,111.  Carlin:  No. 

16,  470;  No.  17,483.  Davis:  No.  202,  562;  No.  208,748.  Mor¬ 


gan  :  No.  113,  576. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1864 — Barnum:  No.  9,  781.  Carlin:  No.  12, 
483.  Davis:  No.  19,461;  No.  20,  470;  No.  21,  471;  No.  22, 
490;  No.  23,532;  No.  24,541;  No.  25,551;  No.  26,  597;  No. 
27,633;  No.  28,778;  No.  29,  816. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.  See  Mississippi,  Military  Mrision  of  the. 
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Georgia.  Governor  of.  CoiTesjiondeuce  with 

Davis,  Jefferson .  865 

Toomhs,  Robert .  519,  862 

War  Department,  C.  8 .  876 

Wheeler,  Joseph . .  857-860,  868,  864 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  12th  (iiaffenes),  C,  997 ;  22d,  875,  997 ;  28th, 

875,  876,  997.  Batteries :  Campbell  Siege.  876 ;  Cobb  Guards  (A  and  7>), 

875,  976,  985,  997. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Anderson’s,  414,  975,  993,  997,  1000;  Barn¬ 
well’s,  875,  975,997,1000;  Chatham,  876,  935,  997;  Clinch’s,  875;  Dan- 
ieir.s,  87.5,  97.5,  997 ;  Guerard’.s,  875,  97.5,  976,  997 ;  Jo.  Thompson,  875,  975, 

997 ;  Maxwell’.s,  875,  973,  975,  976,  997 ;  Mercer,  875,  997 ;  Terrell,  875,  975, 

997,  1000. 

Cavalry — Battalions  :  29th,  385,  388,  875,  876,  989.  Regiments :  4th  (Averif’ti), 

367;  7th,  964,969,971,975;  12th  {State),  921. 

Infantry — Battalions:  2d  Reserves,  999;  18th,  889;  27th, 875,  879,  976,  985, 

999;  Athens  {Local  Defense),  414,  999;  Augusta  {Local  Defense),  414,  447, 

938.  Regiments:  1st  {Befiulars),  691.  87.5,  965,  985,  999;  1st  Reserves 
{Fannin’s),  446,  447,  935,978,992,  999;  1st  Re.serves  {Symons’),  875,  976, 

985,  999;  2d  Reserves,  978;  3d  Reserves,  446,  447,  978,  992,  999;  4th 
Reserves,  978;  5th,  443,  444,  446,  447,  864,  872,  937,  939,  945,  992,  999;  5th 
Reserves,  439,  990,  999;  18th  [?]  Regulars,  951 ;  32d,  416,  443,  444,  446, 

447,  875,  904,  908,  909,  913,  964,  992.  999 ;  47th,  415,  416,  443,  444,  446-448,  739, 

876,  909,  935,  936,  939.  992,  999. 

Georgia  Central  Railroad,  Ga.  Skirmish  at  Station  Xo.  5  on.  See  Sta¬ 
tion  X(K  .7,  (icoryiM  denlral  Railroad,  da.  Skirmish  at.  Dec.  4. 
isr>4. 

Georgia  Central  Railroad  Bridge,  Ga.  Skirmish  at.  See  Ball’s  Ferry  and  the 
(leoryia  Central  Railroad  Bridye,  Oconee  Rircr,  Oa.  Skirmishes  at. 


Xor.  23-25,  1S64. 

Georgia,  (’.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  965 

Ghost,  William  C.  Mentioned . . .  147 

Gibb.s,  Henry  L.  Mentioned . - .  438 

Gilbert,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  23,852 

Gilbreth,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned  .  75 

Gilchrist,  Captain.  Mentioned . . . . .  876 

Gilchrist,  Robert  C.  Corresi»ondene(‘  witli  SaminJ  Jones .  935,938 

Gildersleeve,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  219,  235,  239,  247 

Gill,  Henry  Z. 

^Mentioned .  220 


Report  Of  Savannah,  (hi.,  Cani])aign,  Xov.  15-Dee.  21.  1864  .  221 

Gill,  William  P.  .Mentioned .  876 

Gillem,  Alvan  C.  Mentiom*d . 17 

Gillespie,  Alonzo  J.  Mmitioned .  21,  851 

Gillette,  Frank  C.  5Ientioned .  90.  743,744 

Gillette,  James.  Mentioned  .  796 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F.  I'kir  eorres])on<ieiuat,  ele.,  see  Fnyinecr  Deyartment,  ('. 

S\A. 

Gilmore,  John  B.  Mentioned .  378 

Gilmore,  Robert  M. 

Mentioned .  25,  374,  377,  378 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign.  Xov.  15-Dee.  21,  1864 .  37S 

Girardey,  Camille  E.  Mentioned .  993 

Gleason,  Newell.  Mentioned .  23,  43.  201,  205.  (>96,  852 

Glenn,  Calvin.  Mentioned .  990 


INDEX. 


1049 


Page. 

Glenn,  Luther  J.  Meutioued .  977 

Glenn,  William  H.  Mentioned  . .  23,  852 

Glore,  John  A.  P.  Mentioned .  370,382-385 

Golden  Gate,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  431 

Gonzales,  Ambrosio  J. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler .  1007 

Mentioned .  415,  416,  902,  971,  975 

Gordon,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  21, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov. 

15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Deporis  of  Giles  A.  Smith,  p.  154;  King,  p.  379. 
Gordon,  Ga.,  Telegraph  Operator  at.  Correspondence  with  R.  R.  Cnyler.. .  878 

Gordon,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  374 

Gordon,  William  A.  Mentioned .  90 

Gordon,  William  W.  Mentioned . . .  962 

Gorham,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  373 

Gourand,  George  E.  Mentioned .  424,  428, 432 

Gourdin,  J.  F.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Graham,  Major.  Mentioned .  589,  990 

Graham,  E.  H.  Mentioned .  993 

Graham,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  375 

Grahamville,  S.  C.  Engagement  near,  at  Honey  Hill.  Hee  Honey  Bill,  S.G. 
Engagement  at,  near  Grahamville,  Nov.  SO,  1864. 

Grant,  M.  B.  Mentioned .  1012 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  C .  535,  666,  713,  786,  816 

Halleck,  Henry  AV .  715,  754,  800,  840 

Markland,  A.  H .  765 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C .  714 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  8.  A .  755 

Rawlins,  John  A .  506,  507,  518,  736 

Sherman,  William  T .  611,  636,  726,  728,  740,  741,  754,  797,  809,  810,  820,  841 

War  Department,  I’.  S .  754,  765,  806, 809,  820,  825 

Mentioned.  .2, 16,  18,  72,  73,  535,  601,  657,  666,  721,  728,  729,  741,  749,  786,  791-793,  798, 
799,  809,  817,  819,  842,  843,  859,  890,  903,  910,  915,  919,  924,  933,  954,  966,  969 

Gray,  John  B.  Mentioned .  104 

Gray,  John  C.,  jr.  Mentioned .  786,809 

For  eoirespondence  as  A,  1).  C'.,  see  John  G.  Foster. 

Green,  Joseph  F.  Corresi)ondence  with  Edward  E.  Potter .  477 

Griffin,  Amos  M.  Alentioned .  367,  379 

Griffin,  J.  Mentioned .  946 

Griffith,  James  R.  Mentioned . J..  852 

Griffith,  Patrick, 

.M(‘ntioned .  23,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga,,  Cam])aign,  Nov.  15-Dee.  21,  1864  .  231 

Griffiths,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned .  20,850 

Grimes,  Stephen  F.  Mcmtioned .  122 

Griswoldville,  Ga. 

Engagement  at,  Nov.  22,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Gampaign,  .\ov.  15-^^ 

21,  1864.  Ileports  of 

.\lexan(lor,  Isaac  X.  Ivil))atrick,  Judson.  Smith,  Milo. 

Baldwin,  Oliver  L.  Murray,  Eli  Jl,  Upton,  Edward  N. 

Catterson,  Kobert  E.  < )ster bans,  Peter  .1 .  Willison,  Asias. 

Howard,  Oliver  O.  Poe,  Orlando  M.  Woods,  Charles  H. 

Jordan,  Thomas  J.  Slierman,  William  T. 

Also  itineraries,  ])p,  26,  31,  .54  ;  Howard  to  Sherman,  ]).  99;  Howard  to  Oster- 
hauH,  p.  106. 
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Griswoldville,  Ga. — Continued. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Nov.  20,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaifin,  Kov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864. 
lieports  of 

Acker,  George  S.  Kilpatrick,  Judsoii.  Wheeler, -Tosepli. 

Atkins,  Smith  I).  Sherman.  William  T. 


Nov.  21,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  GampaUin,  Xov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864. 
lieportH  of 

Jones,  Fielder  A .  Kilpatrick,  Judson.  Osterhans,  Peter  J. 

Jordan,  Thomas  J.  Murray,  Eli  H.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Groce,  John  H.  Mentioned . . .  111,114 

Groninger,  Richard  W.  Mentioned .  199 

Grouse,  William.  Mentioned . 82.3 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Correspondence  with  Orlando  M.  Poe .  62 

Mentioned . 62 

Grubb,  Stephen  G.  Mentioned .  748 

Grumbach,  Nicholas. 

Mentioned .  24,782,853 

Re2iort  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec,  21, 1864 .  319 

Guerin,  H.  C.  Correspondence  with  Snbsisience  Dejiartment,  C.  S.  A .  865 

Guernsey,  William  B.  Mentioned . 8,55 

Guffin,  Otis.  Mentioned .  301 

Guignard,  J.  S.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C,  S .  1011 

Guindon,  Eugene  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Henvij  JF.  Slocum. 

Gulf,  Department  of  the.  (Union.)  Union  troops  in.  Organization, 
strength,  etc. 

Nov.  30, 1864  . 592 

Dec.  31, 1864  .  856 

Gurley,  John  E.  Mentioned .  804 

Gurney,  William. 

Mentioned .  427,  431,  439,  591,  855 

Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Grahamville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  .30, 1864.  427 

Guss,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  934 

Hafford,  James  H.  Mentioned .  404 

Hagan,  James.  Mentioned .  407,411 

Haldeman,  Lee  S.  Mentioned .  400 

Hall,  Ezra.  Mentioned .  321 

Hall,  Hiram  W.  Mentioned . .  19,  97,  849 

Hall,  Horace  A.  Mentioned .  162 

Hall,  H.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

McLaws,  Lafayette  . .  871,887 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  520 

Mentioned .  883, 892 

Hall,  James  F. 

Corres2)ondemce  with 

Foster, . I  ohn  G .  764 

Geise,  Frank .  601 

M(*ntioned .  424 

Hall,  John  H.  Mentioned . 196 
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Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  John  F .  739 

Foster,  John  G  . . .  464,  506, 516,  524,  547,  586,  655,  665,  666,  699,  713,  714, 817,  839 

Grant,  U.  S .  715,  754,  800,  840 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A .  555 

Quartermaster-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  555 

Sherman,  William  T . .  701,  741,  798,  837,  842 

Subsistence  Department,  U.  S.  A .  555 

Mentioned . .  656,  740,  753,  754,  816,  836,  841,  843 

For  corresx)ondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  V.  S.  Grant;  also  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S. 

'Hallett,  R.  J.  Mentioned .  990 

Hallowell,  Edward  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G .  656 

Hugnenin,  Thomas  A .  648,657 

Mulford,  John  E . 648 

Mentioned .  450, 591,  657,  682,  765,  855 

Report  of  skirmish  near  the  Pocotaligo  Road,  S.  C.,  Dec.  20,  1864 .  450 

Hambright,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  22,  39, 175, 176 

Hamilton,  D.  H.,  jr.  Mentioned .  876 

Hamilton,  James.  Mentioned .  952 

Hamilton,  William  D. 

Correspondence  with  William  McMillan .  403 

Mentioned .  25,  362,  392,  691,  854 

Rex)ort  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Camj)aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  400 

Hammond,  Edwin  P.  Mentioned .  23 

Hamner,  William  H.  Mentioned .  591,855 

Hampton,  Wade. 

Corresimndence  with  Commanding  Officer  at  Angusta,  Ga .  589,894 

Mentioned .  589,  612,  917,  921,  979 

Hamrick,  Wyatt  H.  Mentioned .  149 

Hancock,  Elisha  A.  Mentioned .  369,  372,  373,  387,  388 

Hancock,  Ezekiel  W.  Mentioned .  992 

Hancox,  Eliza,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  586,710 

Hanleiter,  Cornelius  R.  Mentioned .  875 

Hanna, - .  Mentioned .  382 

Hannon,  Moses  W.  Mentioned .  868,  907 

Hapeman,  Dougla.s.  Mentioned .  22,851 

Harbaugh,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  143 

Harbert,  William  S.  MentionecL .  336,338 

Harbor,  John  C.  Mentioned .  200 

Hard,  George  M.  Mentioned .  492,  610 

Hardee,  William  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Insy)e(;tor  GeneraTs  Office,  C.  S.  A .  864, 

870,  877, 886, 891,  911,  919,  927, 933, 938,  991,  997, 1005 

Beauregard,  G.  'f . .  903,  925,  940,  942,  955,  960,  969,  994, 1009 

Bragg,  Braxton .  919,  933 

Breckinridge,  William  C.  P .  521,880 

Davis,  Jetferson .  891,  899,  960,  9(;4,  974 

Foster,  .John  G .  847 

Fry,  BirkettD .  894 
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Hardee,  William  J. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samuel  .  885,895,901,902, 

904,  908,  909,  913,  914,  923,  926,  927,  929-931,  934,  938,  939,  943,  944,  962,  966 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  871, 

877,  895,  896,  899,  919,  920,  928,  948,  951,  967,  968,  974,  976,  985,  991 

Sherman,  William  T .  737 

Smith,  Gustavus  W .  906,  911 

War  Department,  C.  S .  864,  870, 902, 905, 994, 1004 

Wayne,  Henry  C . 906,907 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  857-860,  863, 864,  880,  897, 900,  906, 

907,  912,  948,  949,  955,  960,  962,  968,  973,  976,  986,  988,  991,  995, 1001, 1002 

Zinken,  Leon  von .  921 

Mentioned .  7, 11, 12, 88, 90, 168, 406, 407, 410, 411, 417, 

418,  443-445, 508-510, 525, 528,  570,  585,  592, 630,  701,  713,  714, 727,  728, 736, 
741,  742,  749,  776,  783,  786,  789,  791-793,  800,  801, 806, 809, 817, 841,  861, 863, 
865,  866,  869,  872,  874,  875,  878,  880-882,  884,  885,  887, 889,  890, 899, 901, 903, 
905-908, 910,  914,  916,  919, 927,  935, 940,  942,  945,  946,  948-951,  953-957, 959, 
960,  962,  963,  965,  966,  968,  971,  973-976,  986,  995, 1001, 1007, 1008, 1910, 1011 

Hardy,  George  C.  Mentioned .  751,754 

Hardy,  Washington  M.  Mentioned .  999 

Harrington,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned .  993 

Harris,  Andrew  L.  Mentioned .  591, 856 

Harris,  Frederick  H. 

Mentioned . .  23,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  240 

Harrison,  George  P.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

.Tones,  Samuel .  974 

Ripley,  Roswell  S .  884 

Mentioned .  876,  885,  909,  940,  964,  971,  975,  993,  999, 1006 

Harrison,  George  P.,  sr.  Mentiom  d .  688 

Harrison,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  407,  409,  922 

Harrold,  James  H.  Mentioned .  724 

Hartridge,  Alfred  L. 

Correspondence  with  Lathyette  McLaws .  520, 

873,  879,  883,  887,  888,  892,  893,  897,  917,  925 

Mentioned . .  875,  886-888,  985 

Hartridge,  Julian.  Address  of,  to  the  ]>eo])le  of  Georgia .  869 

Hartwell,  Alfred  S. 

Mentioned .  421-425,  428,  430,  432-435,  591,  C57, 819 

Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Grahamville,  S.  ('.,  Nov.  30,  1864.  430 

Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  11, 12,7.54 

Harvey,  Charles  M.  Mentioned . 1 .  70.6.39,642 

Hasler,  Samuel  J.  Mentioned . 747 

Hatch,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  .John  G .  505, 517,  525,  535,  587,  636,  709,  723,  739,  7.50,  770 

I ’otter,  Edward  E .  786 

Mentioned. . . .  420,  425,  426,  430,  441, 586,  .590,  591,  656,  657,  764,  818,  819,  824,  855,  856 
Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Grahamville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  30, 18()4  .  421 

Haughton,  Nathaniel. 

Mentioned .  424,  427,  591, 8.55 

Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  (irahamville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  30, 1864.  429 

Hawk,  Robert  M.  A.  Mentioned .  394 
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Hawley,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams .  535,  704 

Mentioned .  23, 

207, 208,  212,  217-220,  234-238,  242-244,  252,  346,  697,  722, 735,  749,  762, 853 

Keports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1,5-Dec.  21, 1864 .  248,  251 

Haxalh  Philip.  Mentioned . .  446 

Hayes,  Edward  M.  Mentioned .  367,690 

Hayne,  J.  W.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Hazen,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  717,  731,  774 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J .  629,  693,  717,  767,  774,  784 

Sherman,  William  T .  731,  752 

Mentioned .  10, 11, 19, 25, 27,  29,  57,  61, 

65,  67,  69-73,  77,  79-88,  90-95,  97, 102,  104,  111,  126,  127, 144,  293, 318,  454, 
465,  466,  472,  478,  479,  486,  493,  494,  497, 498, 509,  511-513,  .521-523, 529, 538, 
539,  548,  558,  566,  580,  594,  613,  621,  640,  648-650,  659,  670-672,  685,  692,  694, 
700,  701,  703,  704,  710-714,  724,  730,  7.52,  757,  774,  791,  794,  795,  802,  834,  849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  109 

Head,  Albert.  Mentioned .  838 

Heard, - .  Mentioned .  920 

Hearrick,  Cyrus.  Mentioned .  255,260,268 

Heath,  S.  J.  Mentioned .  875 

Heath,  Thomas  T. 

Mentioned .  25,  362,  365,  366,  371,  391,  392,  634 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  398 

Heath,  William  McK.  Mentioned .  400 

Hedges,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned .  286 

Helm,  Clinton.  Mentioned .  393 

Hemstreet,  William.  Mentioned .  4.59 

Henderson,  Paris  P.  Mentioned .  20 

Hennessy,  John  A.  Mentioned .  855 

Henry,  Edmund  S.  Mentioned .  442 

Henry,  William  Clay. 

Mentioned . 20,  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  142 

Hermann  Livingstone,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  554 

Herndon,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned .  992 

Herring,  Thomas.  Mentioned . .  375 

Hibbets,  Jefferson  J.  Mentioned .  21,  851 

Hickenlooper,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with  Rolland  11.  Allison .  776 

Mentioned .  732,733,746,758 

For  correspondence,  see  Frank  /'.  Flair.,  jr. 

Hicks,  Lewis  E,  Mentioned . 22 

Hill,  Benjamin  H.  Address  of,  to  the  iieojile  of  Georgia .  867 

Hill,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned .  985 

Hill,  Edwin  R.  Mentioned .  130,  432,  441 

Hinesville,  Ga.  Skirmish  at.  Dee.  16,  1864.  See  Sarannah,  Ga.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  15-J)ec.  21,  1864.  Feport  of  Ferrin,  p.  147.  ' 

Hinson,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  22,  851 

Hitchcock,  Frederick  L.  Mentioned .  .592,8.56 

Hitchcock,  Henry.  Mentioned .  14,  7.59 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  T,  Sherman. 
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Hobart,  Harrison  C. 

Mentioned . .  22, 191,  696,  851 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  169 

Hobart,  Thomas.  Mentioned . ’ .  307 

Hobbs,  Wilson.  Mentioned .  338 

Hodges, - .  Mentioned .  893 

Hodges,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  764 

Hoke,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  966,  969, 1000 

Holland,  Eli  G.  Mentioned . . .  385 

Hollers,  John  P.  Mentioned .  187 

Hollinger,  Adam.  Mentioned .  419 

Hollingsworth,  Charles  P.  Mentioned .  367 

Hollis,  George  F.  Mentioned . 706 

Holmes,  James  T.  Mentioned .  198,  202,  203 

Holyland,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  876 

Honey  Hill,  S.  C.  Engagement  at,  near  Grahamville,  Nov.  30, 1864. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  425 

Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G .  586 

Hatch,  John  P . 587 

Smith,  Gustavus  W . . .  911,  914 

Taylor,  Richard . 916 

Reports  of 

Ames,  William .  434 

Chipman,  Henry  L .  432 

Foster,  John  G .  420 

Gurney,  William .  427 

Hartwell,  Alfred  S .  430 

Hatch,  John  P .  421 

Haughton,  Nathaniel .  429 

Potter,  Edward  E . 425 

Prehle,  George  H .  436 

See  also  report  of  Gnstariis  17'.  Smith,  p.  415. 

Hood,  Arthur.  Mentioned .  372 

Hood,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  866,  867,  872, 890,  898,  899,  984 

Resaca,  Ga.,  Commanding  Officer  at .  737 

Wheeler,  Joseph . .• .  857-860,864,868 

Mentioned .  13, 16, 17, 95, 156, 157, 170,  222,362,  406, 

412,  413,  417,  571,  578, 588,  592,  612,  636,  652,  701,  702,  728,  729,  737,  740,  741, 
755,  788,  793,  795,  797-799, 809,  820^  843, 866,  870,  881,  890,  902,  903,  905,  910, 
918,  919,  932,  933,  948,  954,  966,  984,  986,  989,  990,  993,  999, 1001, 1009, 1012 

Hooper,  Henry  N.  Mentioned .  4.33,  ,591 

Hope,  Edward.  Correspondence  with  War  ])e])artment,  C.  S  . .  . .  1011 

Horn,  Henry.  Mentioned .  20 

Houghtaling,  Charles.  Mentioned .  23,489,541,748,852 

Houghton,  Charles,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  438,  .535, 636 

Howard,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  75,  536 

Howard,  Noel  B, 

Mentioned .  20,850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  133 
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Howard,  Oliver  O. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Eugagenient  at  Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  Dec.  13, 1864 .  710 

Correspondence  with 

Beckwith,  Amos . . .  765 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  468, 500,  530, 536,  540, 549, 557, 559, 595, 

607,  622,  630,  642,  662, 686,  694,  703,  711,  712,  731,  745,  757,  766,  775,  784,  814 

Corse,  John  M . .• .  661,  678 

Curly,  Thomas .  733 

Dahlgren,  John  A . ‘ .  676,  699,  752 

Fisher,  George  A .  752 

Foster,  John  G .  752, 753 

Hazen,  William  B .  717, 731, 774 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  484, 497, 498,  508, 509, 805 

Lonergan,  J ohn . 604 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J .  106,  466, 493, 511, 529, 

557,  565,  621,  659, 660, 670, 684,  692,  703,  711,  744,  745,  757,  766,  773,  783,  802 

Sherman,  William  T .  99, 

509, 519, 528, 536,  555,  556,  565, 571, 572, 578, 592,  593, 602,  612, 620, 
628, 638,  639,  648,  658,  668,  671,  677,  683,  743,  756,  773,  802,  828,  829 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  776 

Whittle,  Daniel  W .  603 

Woodhull,  Max .  92 

Wynn, . .  807 

Mentioned .  7-11, 14-16, 19,  25, 26,  32,  35, 59, 65,  73,  75,  77, 81, 

87, 90,  92,  96, 126, 127, 148,  182,  362,  398,  399, 451, 460,  466,  468, 478,  508, 521, 
527, 528, 549,  557,  559,  560, 575,  578,  582,  590, 596,  604,  609,  611, 614,  624,  625, 
629,  632,  642,  644,  645,  647,  661,  662,  669,  674,  676,  677, 684,  686,  690,  692,  694, 
699,  703,  710-712,  715,  718,  719,  729,  733,  742,  744,  745,  753,  757-760,  768,  771, 
772,  776,  777,  783,  784,  788-790,  792,  794,  799,  802,  822, 844,  848,  922,  938,  940 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  65 

Howard,  T.  B.  Mentioned .  969 

Hoyt,  Asa.  Mentioned .  198 

Hoyt,  William  H. 

Mentioned .  277,  296,  301 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  301 

Hubbard,  Nathan  D.  Mentioned .  90 

Hudson,  Marcellus  G.  Mentioned .  411 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  Wheeler. 


Huger,  C.  K. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones .  957 

Mentioned .  873 

Hughes,  Samuel  T. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams .  504, 618 

Mentioned . .  25,  206,  459,  553,  599,  600,  645,  651,  674,  854 

Huguenin,  A.  Mentioned .  952 

Huguenin,  Thomas  A.  Correspondence  with  Edward  N.  Hallowell .  648,657 

Humes,  William  Y.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws . .  1010 

Mentioned .  408,411,1001 

Humphrey,  James.  Mentioned . 80 

Humphreys,  W.  C.  Mentioned .  907 

Hundley,  William  B.  Mentioned .  992 

Hunt,  T.  W.  Mentioned .  909 
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Hunter,  David,  Mentioned .  787 

Hunter,  Morton  C.  Mentioned .  23,  41, 164,  204,  205, 696,  852 

Hunter,  W.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler .  <)55 

Mentioned .  065 

Huntington,  David  L. 

Mentioned . 75 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  79 

Huntt,  William  R.  Mentioned .  984 

Hurlbut,  Frederick  J. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  S.  Johnson .  673 

Mentioned .  20, 125-127, 129,  458,  468,  473,  480,  487, 

494,  500,  513,  523,  530,  539,  544,  549,  573,  580,  595,  614,  622,  641,  6.50,  672,  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-l)ec.  21, 1864 .  144 

Hurlbut,  George  R.  Mentioned .  591,856 

Hurst,  Samuel  H. 

Mentioned .  24,854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  352 

Hurst,  William  E.  Mentioned .  993 

Hurter,  Henry.  Mentioned .  22,  851 

Hutchins,  Rue  P.  Mentioned .  22,851 

Hutchinson,  Eben.  Mentioned .  419 

Hutchinson,  Frederick  S.  Mentioned .  20, 122,849 

Hyland,  Mirion  D.  Mentioned . 153 

Hyzer,  William  W.  Mentioned . 851 

Ida,  C.  S.  S. 


Capture  of,  Dec,  10,  1864,  See  Saramiahy  (la.,  CampaUjii ,  Xov.  lo-Dec.  21, 
1864.  Reports  of 


Carman,  Ezra  A.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  J.  Smith,  Alfred  B. 

Gill,  Henry  Z.  Slocum,  Henry  W.  Williams,  Alpheus  S. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  45,215. 

Mentioned . .  45, 158,  208,  215,  219,  222,  235,  238,  2.39,  247 


Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  C,  23,  205.  206,  489,  696,  852; 

H,  20, 31,  72, 87, 88, 103,  355,  530,  .539, 544,  660,  672,  684,  8.50 ;  2d  (Batteries), 

I,  23, 182,  489,  696,  769,  852. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  11th,  21, 104,  850;  15th,  19,  848. 

Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs:  7th,  20,  126,127,  138,  144-147,  814,850;  9th,  2.5,  206, 
222,  234,  241,  273,  459,  497,  504,  515,  561,  567,  854 ;  10th,  21,  151,  850 ;  12th, 
20,139-143,744,850;  14th,  15th,  21,851;  16th,  22,  18.5-187,  852;  20th, 
21,851;  24th,  23;  26th,  19,849;  30th,  31st,  32d,  21,851;  34th,  22,852; 
40th,  19,97,105,849;  41st,  21,622,758,  851;  45th,  21,  851;  48th,  20,  95, 
120-123,849;  50th,  20, 145, 146,  850 ;  5 2d,  20,  130-134,850;  53d,  21,  851; 
55th,  19,  849;  56th,  20,  29,  849;  57th,  20, 145, 146,  850;  60th,  22,  187,  ^52, 
63d,  20, 12.5,  849;  64th,  21, 151,  850;  66th,  20, 127,  138-14.3,  8.50;  78th,  22, 
194,195,852;  82d,  24,215,220,258,  260,  261,  263,  723,  8.53;  85th,  23,  852; 
86th,  23, 197-199,  202,  8.52;  90th,  20,  85,  86,  95, 120-123,  849;  92d,  25,  362, 
363,  36.5,  366,  389-392,  .394-396,  399,  404,  8.54 ;  93d,  20,  849;  101st,  24,  215, 
220,2.54,2.5.5,2.58,260-264,  723,  853;  102d,  24,  329-331,  854;  103d,  19,  97, 
105-107,849;  104th,  22,169-171,851;  105th,  24,  .331,  332,  8.54 ;  110th,  23, 
201,852;  111th,  19,95,  114-116,849;  116th,  19,  95,  113,  849;  125th,  23, 
197, 198,  8.52 ;  127th,  19, 113, 849 ;  129th,  24,  332,  333,  854. 
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Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries :  19th,  23, 489, 696, 852. 

Cavalry — Regiments :  3d,  25, 395,  396, 854 ;  8th,  25, 55, 364,  365, 369-372, 374- 
376,  380,  383,  384,  387, 854. 

Infantry— /?e^//77e/7fs  :  12th,  19, 98, 101-103, 105,  849;  22d,  23,  197,  202,  852; 

23d,  21,  155,  851;  25th,  21,  830,  850;  27th,  333;  33d,  24,  338-341,  854; 

38th,  22, 175, 176, 179, 852;  42d,  22,  851 ;  48th,  20,  849;  53d,  21, 155, 156, 

851;  58th,  10,  22,  58,  59,  160-163,  206,645,851;  59th,  20,  124,  849;  66th, 

20, 131-133, 850 ;  70th,  24, 333, 854 ;  74th,  23, 41,  204, 852 ;  75th,  82d,  23, 

852;  83d,  19, 114, 116,  849;  85th,  24, 197,  327,  336,  338,  341-343,  854;  87th, 

23,  852;  88th,  22,169-173,759,851;  97th,  19,97,105,  107,  849;  99th,  20, 
120-123, 849 ;  100th,  19, 98, 105, 109, 849 ;  101st,  23,  852. 

Ingalls,  Rufus.  Mentioned .  755 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d,  20,  86,  126,  129,  131,  133-135,  850;  3d,  134, 496; 

4th,  19,  849;  6th,  19,  89,  97,105,  107,  849;  7th,  20,126,  129,131-137,850; 

9th,  19,  99,  100,  849 ;  10th,  20,  29,  849 ;  11th,  13th,  15th,  16th,  21,  851 ; 

17th,  849;  19th,  592;  25th,  19,  100,  849;  26th,  19,  101-103,  849;  30th, 

31st,  19, 849;  39th,  20, 145,  850. 

Irwin,  William  A.  Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Edward  C .  871 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  871 

Isaminger,  James.  Mentioned .  20,  849 

Isandiga,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  965 

Island  City,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  735 

Itineraries.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864. 

Iverson,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler .  897,  907, 1008 

Mentioned .  47,407,410,413,1004 

Ives,  Homer  L.  Mentioned . *. .  80 

Ives,  Joseph  C.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis .  958 

Jackson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Jachson. 

Jackson,  Allan  H.  Mentioned .  24,  277, 278, 296,  301,  304,  796, 853 

Jackson,  George.  Mentioned .  937 

Jackson,  Isaac  H.  Mentioned .  385 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Carman,  Ezra  A .  735,  762 

AVilliams,  Alphens  S . . .  476, 515,  619,  64.5,  654, 681, 698,  721,  722,  734,  762,  779,  835 

Mentioned .  23,  43-46,  48, 

50-52, 158,  206-208,  213-215,  221,  222,  224,  225, 227,  232, 235-237,  246,  249, 
253-259,  269,  271-273, 276,  277, 296,  298,  300,  301, 307,  318,  320,  323, 326,  327, 
335, 357,  462,  463,  47.5,  476, 484,  491,  492, 496,  503, 504, 514-516,  534, 535, 542, 
545, 546,  552, 553,  563,  599,  610,  619,  633,  645,  654,  674-676, 697,  735,  749, 853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  216 

Jackson,  William  H.  Mentioned .  866,  872, 932, 1001 

Jagger,  Oscar  L.  Mentioned .  439 

Jandon,  Henry  N.  Mentioned .  993 

Jayne,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  591 

Jenkins,  Jeremiah  W.  Mentioned .  19, 849 

Jenkins,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Sarnncl  .Jones .  909 

Mentioned .  415,  416,  444, 446,  971,  975,  992, 995 
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Jeiiks’  Bridge,  Ogeechee  River,  Ga,  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  7,  1864.  See  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1S64.  Beports  of 
Corse,  John  M.  Howard,  Oliver  0.  Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Davis,  Jerome  D.  Martin,  Eoger.  Parrott,  James  C. 

Howard,  Noel  B.  Oliver,  John  M.  Woods,  Charles  R. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  30,  31 ;  Howard  to  Sherman,  p.  648. 


Jeniiey,  William  Le  B.  Mentioned .  826 

Jessup,  William.  Mentioned .  398, 400 

Jewett, - .  Mentioned .  585 

Jewett,  Edward  S.  Mentioned . .  427 

Joel,  Ephraim  M.  Mentioned .  458, 561 

John  Adams,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  564 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R.  Mentioned .  966,969,1000 

Johnson,  Edward.  Mentioned .  899 

Johnson,  Edward  S. 

Correspondence  with  Frederick  J.  Hurlbnt .  673 

Mentioned .  145-147,814 

Johnson,  George  E.  Mentioned .  462 

Johnson,  Jerry.  Mentioned .  845 

Johnson,  Richard.  Mentioned .  875 

Johnson,  Ruel  M.  Mentioned .  19, 98, 849 

Johnson,  Stephen  G.  Mentioned .  290 

Johnson,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  920 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  510,589 

Johnston,  Rufus  M.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Johnston,  T.  Henry.  Mentioned .  446 

Johnston,  W.  B.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Jones,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  385 

Jones,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  952,967,997 

J-^nes,  Fielder  A. 

Mentioned .  25,  364-366, 370,  371, 373,  374,  376,  381, 854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  374 

Jones,  J.  W.  Mentioned . 885 

Jones,  Patrick  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Geary .  583,584 

Mentioned .  24, 52,  206, 214,  273, 

275-279,  285, 288,  293,  297,  301-304,  308-310,  319, 553,  583, 584,  627, 705, 853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Camj^aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  295 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Assignment  to  command .  1009 

Correspondence  with  . 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  885, 889, 903 

Bacon,  E.  H.,jr . . . 937 

Baher,  Lawrence  S .  918 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  934,  941, 947,  949,  950,  953,  956,  962, 963, 969 

Bragg,  Braxton .  904,  907,  908,  913,  917,  923,  933, 934 

Brownfield,  R.  J .  956 

Chesnut,  James,  jr .  931,939,94.5,946,951,957 

Colcock,  Charles  J .  973 

Echols,  William  H .  9.53 

Edwards,  Aaron  C .  936 

Feilden,  H.  W .  939, 943,  944, 947 

Gartrell,  Lucius  J . : .  931,  935,  936,  939-941 

Gilchrist,  Robert  C .  935, 938 
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Jones,  Samuel — Contimied. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J .  885, 895,  901, 902, 

904,  908,  909,  913,  914,  923,  926,  927,  929-931,  934,  938,  939,  943, 944,  962,  966 

Harrison,  George  P.,jr .  974 

Huger,  C.K .  957 

J enk ins,  John .  909 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr .  904,  909,  918 

Robertson,  Beverly  H .  447,  929,  935,  944,  945,  947,  950 

Roy,  Thomas  Benton .  908 

Smith,  Gustavus  W . 914 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of .  914,  915,  927 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S .  914 

Taliaferro,  William  B .  956 

Trapier,  J ames  H . 890 

Tucker,  J.  R .  880 

War  Department,  C.  S .  903 

AVheeler,  Joseph .  973 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B .  953,  957,  958,  963 

Mentioned .  446-448,  904,  909, 

918,  937, 940, 952,  954,  955,  958-960,  968,  970,  972,  975,  976,  985,  991,  994, 1009 
Report  of  demonstrations  against  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  S. 

C.,  Dec.  6-9, 1864  .  442 

Jones,  Theodore. 

Mentioned .  19,  27,  82-84, 109, 112,  452, 457,  731, 849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  113 

Jones,  Toland.  Mentioned .  22,  191,193,852 

Jones,  Wells  S.  Mentioned .  19, 109,  111,  112, 114, 115, 117,  456 

Jones,  William  H.  Mentioned .  993 

Jones,  Zachariah.  Mentioned .  162 

Jonesborough,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  15, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 

Acker,  George  S.  Baldwin,  Oliver  L.  Murray,  Eli  H. 

Atkins,  Smith  D.  Jones,  Eielder  A .  Wheeler,  J oseph. 


Jordan,  Lee.  Mentioned .  270,322 

Jordan,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned .  25,  362,  363,  365,  366,  369,  373,  374,  382, 854 

Reports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  386,  389 

Journals.  See  Itineraries. 

Kampe,  Joseph  I.  Mentioned . 439 

Kanapaux,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  875,931,940 

Kanapaux,  J.  T.  Mentioned .  875,993 

Kay,  James  D.  Mentioned .  993 

Kean,  R.  G.  H.  Mentioned .  1012 

Keitt,  Ellison  S.  Mentioned .  875 

Kellam,  Alphonzo  G.  Mentioned .  341 

Kellams,  Gideon  R.  Mentioned .  22, 851 

Kellogg,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  286 

Kellum,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  227 

Kelly,  Edward.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned .  373 

Kelly,  Edward.  (Private.)  Mentioned .  153 

Kelly,  John  H.  Mentioned .  1001 

Kelly,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  76,77 

Keltner,  Solonius.  Mentioned .  290 
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Kemper,  Del.  Mentioned .  997,998 

Kemper,  William  H.  Mentioned .  935,  997 

Keiiison,  E.  L.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Kennedy,  Justin  C.  Mentioned .  21,851 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Infantry — Regiments :  4th,  881,  888. 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 


Cavalry— /?e5r//we/7fs :  2d,  25, 362,  365,  366,  369-372,  376-378,  380, 383,  384, 854 ; 
3d,  25,  362, 365,  366, 369-372,  376-381, 384, 387,  399,  854 ;  5th,  25,  55,  362-365, 


369-372, 374,  380-387, 854. 

Infantry — Regiments :  18th,  23, 852 ;  19th,  249. 

Kershaw,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  987 

Ketcham,  John  H.  Mentioned .  23,  209, 219, 237 

Kilburn,  Charles  L.  Mentioned .  835 

Kili,  George  F. 

Mentioned .  849 

Eeport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Camiiaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  118 


Killed  and  Wounded.  See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops,  Casualties. 
Eeturns  of. 

Kilpatrick,  Judson. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Engagement  at  Wayneshorough,  Ga.,  Dec.  4, 1864.  647 


Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  578 

How  ard,  Oliver  O .  484,  497, 498, 508, 509,  805 

Sherman,  William  T .  368,  507,  584,  601,  611,  634,  646,  690,  698,  705-707,  785 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  627,635,690,706 

Wilson,  James  H .  361 


Mentioned .  7-10,  14-16,  25,  37,  41,  42,  54,  66,  67,  72,  82,  98, 101, 138, 161, 164, 

165,  204,  274,  284,  335,  369-371,  379,  380,  382,  383,  387,  389-393,  397,  399-401, 
403, 404,  407-409,  451, 453, 459,  478,  485,  486, 493, 497,  499, 500,  509-512, 519, 
527-529,  536,  541,  570,  572,  574-576,  581, 585, 589, 590, 593, 598, 601,  609, 616- 
618,  624,  625,  628,  632,  633,  638,  639,  643,  644,  653,  663,  667, 668,  673, 677,  684, 
692,  694,  695,  707,  709,  726,  727,  729-732,  788-790,  793, 794,  841,  848, 854, 857, 
860, 862,  866,  886, 891,  892,  899-902,  904,  908,  910,  922, 929, 930, 941, 989, 1001 


Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  362 

Kimmel,  David  H.  Mentioned  . .  386,  387, 854 

King, - .  Mentioned .  668, 069 

King,  Henry.  Mentioned .  21,  851 

King,  John  L.  Mentioned .  19,453,668,848 

King,  Mallory  P.  Mentioned .  952 

King,  Mitchell.  Mentioned .  447 

King,  Robert  H. 

Mentioned .  25,  362,  365,  366,  374,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  379 

King,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  360 

Kinsloe,  Albert  S.  Mentioned . ^ .  156 

Kinsman,  Oliver  D.  Mentioned .  835 

Kirby,  Dennis  T. 

Mentioned .  68,  459,  536,  623 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam])aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  103 

Kirk,  M.  J.  Mentioned .  875,  992 

Kirkup,  Robert. 

Mentioned .  24,  285,  853 

Report  of  ^Savf^nnah,  Ga.,  Cam])aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  286 
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Kirlin,  E.  H.  Mentioned . • . . .  75,  661 

Kittoe,  Edward  D.  Mentioned .  14,221 

Klostermann,  Herman.  Mentioned .  90 

Kneudsen,  Oliver.  Mentioned . . .  137 

Kossak,  William.  Mentioned .  469, 495 

Kovacs,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  591, 855 

Kozlay,  Eugene  A.  Mentioned .  477,  591,  855 

Kreider,  Jacob  P.  Mentioned' .  285 

Krieger,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  137 

Kyle,  Elias.  Mentioned .  290 

Lacey,  Michael  D.  Mentioned .  627, 690, 691 

Ladd,  Frederick  S.  Mentioned .  363,  390,  396,  397 

Lamar,  G.  B.  Mentioned .  952 

Lamb,  Myron  H.  Mentioned .  260 

Lamb,  William.  Mentioned .  825 

Lambert,  William  H.  Mentioned .  285,309 

Lanahan,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned .  565, 591 

Landgraeber,  Clemens.  Mentioned .  453 

Langley,  James  W. 

Mentioned .  23,  40, 180-184, 196,  474,  696,  852 

Eeport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  196 

La  Point,  Moses  A.  Mentioned .  122 

Lasley,  David  H.  Mentioned .  19 

Laughlin,  Alexander.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Lawrence, - .  (Citizen.)  Mentioned .  824 

Lawrence, - .  (Signal  Corps.)  Mentioned .  840 

Lawson,  Edwin  C.  Mentioned .  36 

Lawton,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  603 

Lawton,  Alexander  R.  Mentioned .  980 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster- General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Ledford,  Major.  Mentioned .  990 

Lee,  Alfred  E.  Mentioned .  255,  260 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  S.  Robinson. 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A .  954, 1012 

Davis,  Jefferson .  869,966 

Mentioned .  7,  518,  578,  592,  636,  701,  702,  707,  727,  740,  792,  797,  799,  820, 825, 

881,  890,  898,  910,  915,  919,  924,  930,  952,  954,  964,  978,  980, 1004, 1011, 1012 

Lee,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned . .  989 

Le  Gardeur,  G.,  jr.  Mentioned .  876 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjiitant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  803 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr . 514, 

540,  541,  551,  562,  597,  631,  680,  687,  717,  746,  747,  775,  802,  803 

Force,  Manning  F .  759 

Mentioned .  21,  34,  65,  73, 148, 168,  458,  468,  469,  473,  480,  481,  488,  495,  .500,  .501, 

509,  513,  523,  536,  550,  561,  567,  573,  574,  581,  596,  607,  614,  623,  (524,  630, 651, 
661,  662, 673,  679,  686,  711,  712,  758,  767,  771, 773,  775,  776,  814,  81.5,  823,  851 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  152 

Le  Sage,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  James  S.  Rohinson .  762 

Mentioned .  24,  2.5.5,  2.58-2(50,  853 

Rei)ort  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Canij)aign,  Nov.  15-Dcc.  2J,  1864 .  261 
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Lester,  George  N.  Address  of,  to  tlie  people  of  Georgia .  869 

Levin,  Jacob.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Lewis,  Frank  M.  Mentioned .  116 

Lewis,  Henry.  Mentioned .  349 

Lewis,  James.  Mentioned .  427,591,855 

Lewis,  Joseph  H. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler .  922, 1004 

Mentioned .  66,  81,  382,  410,  907,  961,  965, 1004 

Liberty  and  Tattnall  Counties,  Ga.  Resolutions  adopted  hy  citizens  of _  827 

Liddell,  St.  John  R.  Mentioned .  449 

Ligon,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  993 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  783,  809 

Mentioned .  16, 517,  724,  740,  786,  800,  803, 818, 820,  836, 843, 856 

Lindsay,  Arod  E.  Mentioned .  423, 434 

Lindsay,  John  R.  Mentioned .  240 

Litchfield,  Henry  G.  Mentioned .  460,  778 

Little,  John  L.  Mentioned .  442 

Little,  Louis  W.  Mentioned . . .  i .  377, 378 

Littlefield,  Milton  S. 

Assignment  to  command . .xl .  806 

Mentioned .  806,855 

Little  Ogeechee  River,  Ga.  Skirmishes  .at. 

Dec.  4, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Bec.  21, 1864.  Reports  of 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr.  Kirby,  Dennis  T.  Miles,  David. 

Dec.  5, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Report 
of  Osterhaus,  p.  85;  itineraries,  pp.  30, 33. 

Livezey,  John  C.  Mentioned .  220 

Livingstone,  Hermann,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 554 

Locher,  Michael  H. 

Mentioned .  22,  852 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  178 

Lockman,  John  T. 

Mentioned .  24, 853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 . 299 

Lockwood,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  260 

Lofland,  Gordon.  Mentioned .  115 

Logan,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  465 

Mentioned .  620 

Lonergan,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard . 604 

Mentioned . 604 

Long,  Hewlett  J.  Mentioned . 440,442 

Long,  Johns.  Mentioned .  828 

Longshore,  William  R.  Mentioned .  286 

Longstreet,  James.  Mentioned .  570,572 

Losses  in  Action.  See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops.  Casualties. 
Returns  of. 

Louise,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  754, 755 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  Orleans  Guard  {Batteries),  A,  876,  997. 
Batteries  :  Bridges’,*  997 ;  Louisiana  Guard,  938,  939,  993,  997, 1000. 
*Attached  to  18th  South  Carolina  Battaliou  as  Company  D. 
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Louisville,  Ga. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  30, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 
1864.  Reports  of 

Clancey,  Charles  W.  Martin,  Joel  O.  Eichman,  Charles  H. 

King,  Eobert  H.  Morgan,  James  D.  Smith,  Eobert  F. 

Langley,  James  W.  Pearce,  John  S.  Vernon,  Maris  E. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  39, 183. 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  29, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec. 
21,  1864.  Reports  of 

^  Davis,  Jefferson  C.  Jordan,  Thomas  J.  Morgan,  James  D. 

Lovejoy^s  Station,  Ga.  Action  at,  Nov.  16, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam¬ 
paign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 
Baldwin,  Oliver  L.  Howard,  Oliver  O.  Kilpatrick,  Jndson. 

Beebe,  Yates  V.  Jones,  Fielder  A.  King,  Eobert  H. 

Forman,  Joseph  T.  Jordan,  Thomas  J  .  Murray,  Eli  H. 


Also  itinerary,  p.  54. 

Lovell,  Commodore.  Mentioned .  694 

Low,  Frederick  F.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  California,  Governor  of. 

Low,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  22,852 

Eeport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  175 

Lowry,  A.  M.  Mentioned .  875 

Lubbers,  John.  Mentioned .  19,101,849 

Lucas,  J.  Jonathan.  Mentioned . .  876,  997 

Ludlow,  William.  Mentioned .  58,664,816,833 

Ludwig,  E.  T.  Correspondence  with 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  920 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  920 

Lum,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  22,852 

Lumpkin’s  Station,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  4,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga., 
Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of  McMahan,  p.  177; 

Miles,  p.  175. 

Lyle,  William  K.  Mentioned . ‘ .  .561 

Lyllie, - .  Mentioned .  585 

Lyon,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  373 

Lyons,  J.  C.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Mabry,  William  M. 

Mentioned .  19,849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  115 

McAdams,  S.  H.  Mentioned .  965 

McAllister,  Fort.  See  Fort  McAllister. 

Me  Alpine,  James  W.  Mentioned . 875 

McBride,  James  G.  Mentioned .  397 

McBride,  John  S.  Mentioned .  178 

McCain,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  143 

McCallum,  Major.  Mentioned .  990 

McCallum,  Daniel  C.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  834 

McCarley,  John.  Mentioned .  876 

McCarty,  Francis.  Mentioned .  299 

McCauley,  Patrick  H.  Mentioned .  21,  851 

McClanahan,  John  W.  Mentioned .  21, 851 
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McClintock,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  George  A .  669,  752, 753 

Foster,  John  G .  753 

Mentioned . . .  72,  683,  752 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  76 

McClure,  John.  Mentioned .  19,113 

McClurg,  Alexander  C.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Jefferson 
C.  Davis. 

Me  Cole,  Cyrus  J.  Mentioned .  23,852 

McCormick,'  Abner  H.  Mentioned .  876 

McCown,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  20,  28, 124, 457, 467, 472, 479,  487,  494, 499, 512, 

539, 544, 548,  549,  558,  559,  566, 573,  580, 595,  641,  660,  672,  686, 693,  774, 849 

McDonald,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  185 

Rcjmrt  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  187 

McDonough,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  543 

McDowell,  Robert  M.  Mentioned .  210,682 

McFadden,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  21,  622,  758,  851 

McGillicuddy,  Timothy  D.  Mentioned .  850 

McGregor,  Malcolm  T.  Mentioned .  875 

Meintire,  Alexander  B.  Mentioned .  203 

McIntosh,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  616 

McKay,  George  F.  Mentioned .  430, 432 

McKay,  Henry  K. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws .  921 

Mentioned .  414,415,989 

McKean,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned .  856 

Report  of  expedition  from  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to  Pollard,  Ala.,  and  skir¬ 
mishes,  Dec.  13-19, 1864 .  449 

McKee,  Captain.  Mentioned .  871 

McKell,  James  C.  Mentioned .  360 

Mackenzie,  Charles.  Mentioned .  830 

McKenzie,  J.  Correspondence  with  War  Dei)artment,  C.  S .  1011 

McKnight,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  23,204,852 

McLaughlin,  James  R. 

Mentioned .  22, 193,  852 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  195 

McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A . 899 

Anderson,  Edward  C .  955 

Ciiyler,  R.  R . 878 

Fiser,  John  C .  1006 

Fry,Birkett  D .  889,  900 

Hall,H.T . , . ; .  871,887 

Hardee,  William  J .  871, 

877,  895,  896,  899,  919,  920,  928,  948,  951,  967,  968,  974,  976,  985,  991 

Hartridge,  Alfred  L .  520,  873,  879,  883,  887, 888,  892,  893,  897,  917, 925 

Humes,  William  Y.  C .  1010 

Irwin,  William  A .  871 

Ludwig,  E.  T .  920 

McKay,  Henry  K .  921 


INDEX.  1065 

Page 

McLaws,  Lafayette — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Eaney,  G.  P .  934 

Eeid,  W.A .  888 

Eipley,  Eoswell  S .  873 

Eoy,  Thomas  Benton .  882 

Smith,  Gustavus  W .  916 

Taliaferro,  William  B .  985 

Tatnall,  Josiah .  906 

Taylor,  Eichard .  928 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  520,  873,  877,  878,  881,  882,  887,  891,  892, 896,  897, 920 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  981, 994, 995 

Wright,  Ambrose  E . 883 

Mentioned .  445,  630,  647,  874, 875,  921,  964,  967,  971,  972,  975,  976,  998 

Stalf.  Announcement  of .  952 

McLaws,  W.  R.  Mentioned .  875 

McMahan,  Arnold. 

Mentioned .  22,  852 

Eeport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  176 

McManaman,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned . * .  375 

McMartin,  Daniel  G.  Mentioned .  424 

McMicken,  M.  B.  -  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Braxton  Bragg. 

McMillan,  William.  Correspondence  with  William  D.  Hamilton .  403 

Macon,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  235,  357,  925,  930, 938,  940 

Macon,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  21,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864.  Reports  of 

Huntington,  David  L.  Poe,  Orlando,  M.  AVlieeler,  Joseph. 

Jordan,  Thomas  J.  Yan  Buskirk,  Matthew. 

McQueen,  John  A.  Mentioned .  19,  668,  848 

McSweeney,  Paul.  Mentioned .  19,85,849 

Maddux,  John  E.  Mentioned .  19,113,849 

Madry,  Jesse  W.  Mentioned .  434 

Magee,  Robert.  Mentioned . . .  189 

Magrath,  A.  G.  Mentioned .  981-984 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  South  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Maguire,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  314,316 

Mahon,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  137 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments :  2d,  418. 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  Mentioned .  996 

Man,  Buel  A.  Mentioned .  442 

Manget,  John  A.  Mentioned . 993 

Manigault,  Edward.  Mentioned .  997 

Manning,  William  C.  Mentioned . 427 

Maps  and  Sketches.  See  Sketches. 

Markland,  A.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S . 765 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S .  796 

Mentioned .  611,  719,  800 

Markland,  A.  H.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  765 

Marple,  William  W.  Mentioned .  517,  591,  856 

Martin,  Charles.  Mentioned .  137 
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Martin,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with  Peter  J.  Osterhaus .  830 

Mentioned .  19,  111,  115,  731, 845,  849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  114 

Martin,  Joel  O. 

Mentioned .  22, 185,  852 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec,  21, 1864 .  189 

Martin,  Roger. 

Mentioned . 20,850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  132 

Martin,  Walter  F,  Mentioned . 226 

Martin,  William.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Martin,  William  E.  Correspondence  with  AVar  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Martin,  William  T.  Mentioned . 899,1001 

Marven,  John  C.  Mentioned .  550,746 

Mary  Benton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  526,  547 

Mason,  A.  P.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  B.  Hood. 

Mason,  Sumner  F.  Mentioned .  140,143 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments :  4th,  506, 526,  547,  591, 856. 


Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs :  2d,  23, 216,  218, 220, 233-240, 242-244, 249, 251,  463,  722, 
735, 749,  853 ;  33d,  24, 349,  350, 463, 854 ;  54th  ( Colored),  422, 423, 431, 433, 
535,554, 591,  765, 855;  55th  {Colored),  423, 428,  431-433,  535,  554, 591,  855. 


Matheny,  John  M.  Mentioned .  23,852 

Mathewes,  J.  Raven.  Mentioned .  875 

Matthewes,  Fraser.  Mentioned .  934,941 

Matthews,  Edmund  O.  Mentioned .  424, 435-437 

Maury,  Dabney  H.  Mentioned .  905 

Maxwell,  J.  A.  Mentioned .  875,  952,  997 

Maxwell,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  845 

May,  Oliver  T.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  A.  Barnum. 

May,  Robert  H.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Augusta,  Ga.,  Mayor  of . 

Mayflower,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  770 

Meade,  George  G.  Mentioned .  716 

Means,  Robert  S.  Mentioned .  876 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  Mentioned .  627,811,839-841,844 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster-GeneraV s  Office,  TJ.  S.  A. 

Melchers,  F.  Mentioned .  875, 890 

Mercer,  Hugh  W.  Mentioned .  951 

Meriwether,  Robert.  Mentioned .  876,993 

Merrell,  William. 

Mentioned .  23,  226, 853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  230 

Merrill,  Jesse.  Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  George  A .  751 

Foster,  John  G .  847 

Merrill,  Samuel. 

Mentioned .  24, 854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  333 

Merriman,  Wheelock  S. 

Mentioned .  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  140 

Merritt,  Nehemiah.  Mentioned  .  719 

Mesereau,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  424, 435,  591, 855 
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Messenger,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  .399 

Metham,  Pren.  Mentioned .  20, 849 

Meyer,  Edward  S.  Mentioned .  591,856 

Meyers,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  849 

M’Gowan,  John.  Mentioned .  770 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Light — Regiments :  1st  {Batteries),  B,  20,31,  83,  85,  98,  105,  124, 
479,487,494,539,549,558,566,573,580,  594,  641,660,  672,  686,  850;  C,^  22, 
151,  561,  597,  607,  643,  733,  795,  851;  I,  354. 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/jfs  :  9th,  25,  362-366,  370,  375,  389-392,  396-398,  402,  854, 
Engineers— /?e^//ne/7fs  ;  1st,  22, 59, 159, 160,  207,  212,  214,  215,  256,  272,  274, 
275,  490,  514,  533,  541,  552,  563,  564,  577,  578,  599,  610,  619,  631,  651,  662,  673, 
676,  679,  738,  851. 

Infantry- /?e^/me/7fs ;  10th,  22, 180, 186-189,  852 ;  13th,  22, 168, 174,  461, 470, 
474,  851 ;  14th,  22, 184,  852 ;  15th,  20, 117, 119-123, 849;  19th,  24,  336,  338, 


341,  343,  344,  854 ;  21st,  22, 179,  461,  470,  474,  851. 

Mickle,  William  H.  Mentioned .  358 

Miles,  David. 

Correspondence  with  William  P.  Carlin .  778 

Mentioned .  22,  38, 175, 176,  696,  748,  852 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  174 

Military  Complications.  Communications  from 

Cobh,  Howell .  977 

Winder,  John  H .  978 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  See  Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the. 

Milledgeville,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  23, 1864  .  1 

Millen’s  (or  Shady)  Grove,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  1,  1864.  See  Savannah, 

Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Deports  of 
Briaut,  Cyrus  E.  Joues,  Fielder  A.  Murray,  Eli  H. 

Forman,  Joseph  T.  Kilpatrick,  Judsou. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  55. 

Miller, - .  Mentioned . .  952 

Miller,  William.  Mentioned . 874,876 

Milton,  William  H.  Mentioned  . .  876 

Mil  ward,  Hubbard  K.  Mentioned .  23,852 

Mindil,  George  W. 

Mentioned . 24,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  297 

Minnesota  Troops.'  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries :  1st,  22, 154,  561,  567,  767, 851. 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d,  23,852;  4th,  20,849. 

Minter,  William  H.  Mentioned .  850 

Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the.  (Union.) 


Orders,  Circulars, series  1864 — Kilpatrick:  Nov.  17,  485;  Dec.  6,  647;  Dec. 

22,  785. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1864 — Sherman:  No.  124,  451;  No.  125,  465; 

No.  127,  527;  No.  128,  638;  No.  129,  667;  No.  130,676;  No. 

131,  111;  No.  133,  729;  No.  139,793;  No.  141,801;  No.  143, 

812;  No.  144,  826;  No.  145,  828;  No.  148,  844. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  Sherman  :  No.  6,  16. 

Recommendations  for  promotions  in.  Communication  from  AVilliarn  T. 

Sherman .  833 


Sometimes  called  3d  Battery. 
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Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the.  (Union) — Continued. 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 


Nov.  10, 1864  .  15, 16 

Nov.  15, 1864  .  19-25 

Nov.  30, 1864  . . .  16, 590 

Dec.  12, 1864  . ‘  696 

Dec.  20, 1864  . 16 

Dec.  31, 1864  .  848-854 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 


Artillery,  Light — Regiments  :  1st  (Batieries),  H,  20,  31,  88, 127,  138,  530,  539, 
850. 


Engineers — Regiments  :  1st,  19, 58,  59,  61, 65,  621,  717,  732,  848. 

Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs ;  6th,  19,  95, 113,  548,849;  8th,  19,548;  10th,  20,  29, 

849;  18th,  21,151,850;  23d,  23,42,852;  26th,  20,  29,  849;  27th,  19,  26, 

88, 101, 103, 104, 592, 849 ;  29th,  19, 81, 82,  84, 85, 87, 99, 101, 103, 499, 522, 529, 

629,  849 ;  31st,  32d,  19, 101, 103,  849. 

Mitchell,  John  G.  Mentioned . .  181 

Mitchell,  Lewis  B.  Mentioned .  90 

Mitchell,  William  D.  Mentioned .  383,  385 

Montague,  Calvin  S.  Mentioned .  434 

Monteith  Swamp,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  9,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cam¬ 
paign,  JSfov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 


Barnum,  Henry  A. 
Carman,  Ezra  A. 
Cogswell,  William. 
Daboll,  Henry  W. 
Garrett,  John. 

Gill,  Henry  Z. 
Griffith,  Patrick. 
Harris,  Erederick  H. 
Hawley,  William. 


Howard,  Oliver  O. 
Hoyt,  William  H. 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  J. 
Ee  Sage,  John  B. 
Merrell,  William. 
Mindil,  George  W. 
Mower,  Joseph  A. 
Bohinson,  James  S. 


Selfridge,  James  L. 
Sill,  Allen  N. 

Smith,  Alfred  B. 
Thomson,  David. 

Van  Voorhis,  Koert  S. 
West,  Francis  H. 
Williams,  Alpheus  S. 
Zulich,  Samuel  M. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  43-46,  49,  52,  215 ;  Slocum  to  Sherman,  j).  680. 


Monterey,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 783 

Moore,  Albert.  Mentioned .  23, 852 

Moore,  Israel  T.  Mentioned . 19 

Moore,  John.  Mentioned .  14,80,465 

Moore,  John  L.  Mentioned .  992 

Moore,  Joseph. 

Mentioned .  160-162,  206, 618 

Keport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  162 

Morgan,  Isaiah.  Mentioned . 419 

Morgan,  James.  Mentioned .  21,850 

Morgan,  James  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C  ....  1 .  496, 502, 514, 545, 583,  617,  625,  721,  733,  769, 779 

Pearce,  John  S .  734 

Mentioned .  22,37- 


40, 156, 161, 164-167, 171, 172, 182, 189, 191,  192,  197-199,  203,  208,  461,  470, 
190,  514,  533,  541,  551,  582,  598,  609,  617,  626,  633,  652,  696,  761,  778,  816,  852 


Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  180 

Morgan,  John  H.  Mentioned .  740 

Morgan,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  2.1,  852 

Morris,  W.  S.  Correspondence  witli  J.  A.  Brenner .  886,894 

Morrison,  Captain.  Mentioned .  955 

Morton,  Quin.  Mentioned .  23,852 
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Morton,  William  A.  Mentioned .  561 

Mower,  Joseph  A. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr .  574, 623, 679,  687,  732 

Mentioned .  21, 32, 

65,71,  73, 148, 151, 168,  366, 458,  459,  468,  473,  480,  481, 488, 495, 500, 501,  509, 
513, 523, 529,  550,  561,  567, 573, 581, 596,  607,  614,  615,  623,  631,  651,  662,  668, 
673,  679,  680, 686,  688,  694,  711,  717,  720,  731,  732,  759,  775,  785,  815,  823,  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  149 

Muenscher,  Emory  W.  Mentioned .  19,  849 

Mulford,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  .John  G . .  724,  750 

Hallowell,  Edward  N .  648 

Mentioned .  464,  517, 588,  636,  656,  699,  724, 739 

Muller,  H.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Munitions  of  War.  Supplies  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  866, 980 

Corse,  John  M .  480 

Crane,  Benjamin  E .  603 

Easton,  Langdon  C .  837 

I'eilden,  H.  W .  959 

Foster,  John  G .  735 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  555 

Hardee,  William  J .  870,  896 

Qnartermaster-GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A .  980 

Quartermaster-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  .568-570,  627,  637,  638,  715,  755, 844 

Ripley,  Roswell  S .  873 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander .  667 

Sherman,  William  T .  807 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A .  980 

War  Department,  U.  S .  627 

Wayne,  Henry  C . .  873,  882 

Munn,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  98 

Munson,  Captain.  Mentioned.. . 184 

Murkinson,  Major.  Mentioned .  990 

Murray,  Eli  H. 

Mentioned .  25, 54, 55,  98,  362,  363,  365, 

366,  368,  374-376,  378,  380,  383,  386,  387,  390-392,  398, 402,  485,  705,  706,  785 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dcc.  21,  1864 .  368 

Mynheir,  William.  Mentioned .  961 

Nance,  William  F.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Roswell  S.  Ripley. 

Navy,  U.'S.  Co-operation  of,  with  Army.  Comniimication  from  John  A. 

Dahlgreu .  708 

Neely,  James  J.  Mentioned .  992 

Neff,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  119 

Negroes. 

Act  of  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  in  regard  to .  981 

Disposition  of.  Communications  from 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  836,  840 

Saxton,  Rufus .  787 

Sherman,  William  T .  819 

War  Department,  U.  S .  847 

Estimated  number  of,  freed  during  Savaiinali,  Ga.,  Campaign .  75 

Impressment  of,  as  laborers,  Communication  from  Samuel  Jones .  918 
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Nelson,  George.  Mentioued .  122 

'  Nelson,  John  F.  Mentioned  . . .  394 

Nemaha,  U.  S.  Revenue  Cutter.  Mentioned .  11,  724,  751,  753 

Nesbett,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned . 448 

New  Hampshire,  U.  S.  Ship.  Mentioned .  586 

New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Infantry— /?e^//77e/7fs ;  13th,  23,  220,  234,  236-238,  240-242,  244,  735,  749,  853; 


33d,  24,  297-299,  853 ;  35th,  21,  33, 151,  850. 

Newkirk,  Edward  P. 

Mentioned . .• .  25,  553,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  358 

Newlin,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  826 

New  York,  Governor  of. 

Congratulatory  letter  to  William  T.  Sherman  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 

under  his  command .  18 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  18 

New  York,  Legislature  of.  Thanks  of,  to  William  T.  Sherman  for  victories 

during  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  18 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  13th,  354.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  1,  25, 
158, 208,  209, 215,  219,  235, 236, 252, 296,  328,  345,  354,  356-358,  553,  791, 854; 
M,  25,  274,  358,  359,  553,  854;  3d  {Batteries),  B,  422,  423,431,  433-435,  554, 
591,  855 ;  F,  422-427,  431,  434, 435, 526,  547, 591,  636,  656,  824,  856. 

Cavalry — Regiments  :  14th,  856. 

Engineers — Regiments :  1st,  590, 591, 855, 856. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs :  17th,  22,185,186,189,190,852;  54th,  591,8.55;  56th, 
424,  426-428,  431,  439, 535,  554,  591, 855 ;  60th,  24,  295,  307,  309-312,  317, 584, 
782,  853;  102d,  24,  307,  309-316, 318,  319,  323,  782,  853;  107th,  23,  217,  220, 
234-238,240,242-246,248,  535,  735,  749,  853;  119th,  24,297,  299,  300,853; 
123d,  23,  220,  224,  228-230,  853 ;  127th,  422,  424-429,  431,  438-442,  564,  591, 
855 ;  134th,  24,  278, 296,  297,  301,  302, 853;  136th,  24,  350, 351, 854;  137th, 
24,  307,  309-311,  314,  316-319,  323,  853;  141st,  23, 220,  224,  230,231,853; 
143d,  24,47,49,220,258-260,  264,  266,  853;  144th,  422,  424,  426-430,  492, 
591,  824,  855 ;  149th,  24,  309-311, 319-323,  782,  853 ;  150th,  23, 220,  236-238, 
242,  244-248,  735,  749,  762,  853;  154th,  24,  297,  302,303,853;  157th,  422, 


424,  426,  427,  439-442, 591, 855. 

Niccolls,  Robert.  Mentioned .  89,830 

Nichols,  Isaac  B.  Mentioued .  876 

Nichols,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned .  19,  849 

Nichols,  William  A.  Mentioned .  856 

Nicodemus,  William  J.  L.  Mentioued .  78 

Niederauer,  John  P.  Mentioned . 340,  .341 

Nisbet,  E.  A.  Mentioned . . .  977 

Noble,  William  H.  Mentioned .  591,  824,  825 


North  Carolina,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S  .  915 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioued.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  10th,  999. 

Infantry — Regiments :  7th  Reserves,  446,  447, 939,  992, 999 ;  10th,  20th,  585 ; 


50th,  999. 

Northrop,  Lucius  B.  Mentioned .  980 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Norton,  Samuel  E.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned .  1007 

Norton,  Samuel  E.  (Union.)  Mentioned .  392,404,  405,627,635,690,691 

Nutt,  William.  Mentioned . .  432-434 
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Oconee  River,  Ga.  Skirmishes  on.  See  Ball's  Ferry  and  the  Georgia  Central 
Railroad  Bridge,  Oconee  River,  Ga.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  23-25,  1S64. 

Octorara,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  705 

Offutt,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  373 

Ogeechee  Canal,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  9, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1S64.  Reports  of 

Adams,  Kobert  N.  Howard,  Noel  B.  Merriman,  Wbeelock  S. 

Iloyd,  William  S.  Howard,  Oliver  O.  Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Corse,  Johu  M.  Hurlbut,  Frederick  J .  Perrin,  Hector. 

Geary,  John  W.  Martin,  Eoger.  Rice,  Elliott  W. 

Henry,  William  Clay. 

Also  itineraries  pp.  29,  30,  34. 

Ogeechee  River,  Ga.  Skirmish  at.  See  Jenks’  Bridge,  Ogeechee  River,  Ga. 

STiirmisli  at,  Dec.  7,  1864. 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries :  15th,  22,  561,  673,  688,  767,  851.  Regiments  : 

1st  {Batteries),  C,  25,  355,  359,  360,  854. 

Cavalry — Companies  :  4th,  19,453,848;  McLaughlin’s  Squadron,  25,362, 

.398,  854.  Regiments:  5th,  2.5,362,365,366,371,385,390-393,398-400,854; 

9th,  25,  362,  365,  366,  390-393,  400-403,  471, 854 ;  10th,  25,  54,  362,  363,  365, 

366,  389-394,  398,  403-405,  854. 

Infantry — Companies :  7th  Sharpshooters,  19,  848.  Regiments:  5th,  24, 

53,  285-287,  289,  292, 295,  853 ;  11th,  23 ;  14th,  23,  852 ;  17th,  23, 120,  852 ; 

20th,  21,  851 ;  21st,  22, 176, 177,  852;  25th,  420, 422,  424-430, 437,  439,  591, 

855 ;  27th,  21, 151,  850 ;  29th,  24, 52, 53, 279,  280,  284,  285,  287-289,  293,  296, 
780,853;  30th,  19,95,111,  113,  849;  31st,  23,852;  32d,  21,  851;  33d,  22, 

170,  851 ;  37th,  19, 114, 117,  849 ;  38th,  23,  852 ;  39th,  21, 151,  850 ;  43d,  21, 

.33,  34, 151, 850;  46th,  19,  97, 105, 108, 109, 849 ;  47th,  19,  95,  111,  114, 115, 118, 

849 ;  52d,  23, 173, 197, 201-203, 852 ;  53d,  19,  95, 114, 849 ;  54th,  19,  95, 114, 

118, 119,  849 ;  55th,  24,  351, 854 ;  57th,  19, 113, 849 ;  61st,  24, 47-49,  215,  220, 

2.54,  257,  258,  260,  263-266,  268,  723,  853 ;  63d,  21, 151,  850 ;  66th,  24,  53,  290, 

'  293,  853 ;  68th,  21,  851 ;  69th,  22, 174, 470,  474,  851 ;  70th,  20, 95,  111,  120- 

123,  711,  849;  73d,  24,  352,  854;  74th,  22, 177, 178,  8.52;  75th,  506,  591,  682, 
787,856;  76th,  19,  26,  99,  101-103,  849;  78th,  21,  851;  79th,  24,328,8.54; 

80th,  20,  29,  849 ;  81st,  20, 139-143,  679, 850 ;  82d,  24,  47,  220,  254, 256,  258, 

260, 262, 26.5-267,  853 ;  89th,  92 d,  23,  852 ;  94th,  22,  851 ;  98th,  22, 195, 196, 

852 ;  105th,  23,  852 ;  107th,  591,  682,  824, 856 ;  108th,  22, 183, 193,  852 ; 
113th,  22, 180, 191,  852;  121st,  22,  852. 

O’Kane,  James.  Mentioned .  4.36 

O’Lahiff,  John.  Mentioned .  153 

Oliver,  John  M. 

Mentioned .  20,  70,  85, 86, 109, 112, 114, 121, 122, 456,  659,  731,  849 

Deports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  119, 123 

Oliver,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  367 

O’Neill,  S.  F.  Mentioned .  994 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant .  714 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Ilalleck..  555 

O’Reilly,  Luke.  Mentioned .  149 

Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Confederate  Troops .  874-876,  965, 992, 993, 999, 1000 

Union  Troops .  15, 16, 19-25,  590-592,  696, 819, 848-856 

Orr,  John  W.  Mentioned .  850 

Osborn,*  Hartwell.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  Doss .  831 

Osborn,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  74,  684,  686, 813 
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Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Corse,  John  M .  94,678,703,784 

Hazen,  William  B .  629,  693,  717,  767,  774,  784 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  106,  466,  493,  511,  529, 

557,  565,  621, 659,  660,  670,  684,  692,  703,  711,  744,  745,  757,  766,  773,  783,  802 

Martin,  James  S .  830 

Smith,  John  E .  93,  784 

Stolbrand,  Charles  J .  766 

Woods,  Charles  E .  92,  629,  686,  703,  738, 745,  784 

Mentioned .  7,  9, 15, 16, 19, 25,  28, 56, 57,  65-71,  73,  75,  76,  81,  88-90, 92, 94-99, 102, 

115, 123, 125-128, 148, 182,  372,  393,  406,  407,  413,  453, 456,  471, 472,  478, 485, 
486,  490,  493, 496,  497,  510,  512,  521,  522,  529,  536-538, 540, 541, 549, 550,  556, 

558,  560, 565,  566,  571, 572, 579, 590, 592,  593,  602,  603,  605,  609,  612,  613, 621, 
624, 625,  628,  639,  640,  645,  649,  653,  658,  659,  661,  663,  668,  669,  674, 677, 678 
684,  686-688,  692-694,  710,  712,  727,  730,  744,  745,  756,  773,  774,  784,  788-79l’ 
794,  799,  802,  808, 829,  830,  834,  848, 849,  857,  859,  860,  870,  922,  930,  933,  941 

Reports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864...* .  81,91 

Staff.  Announcements  of .  834,  838 

Otey,  John  M.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Quid,  Robert.  Mentioned .  871 

Overturf,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  400 

Pagett,  A.  J. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  827 

Mentioned .  828 

Palmer,  David  W.  Mentioned .  226 

Palmer,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  868 

Palmer,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  876 

Palmer,  Theodoric  R. 

Correspondence  Avith  Jefferson  C.  Davis .  470 

Mentioned .  22,  168,  851 

Pardee,  Ario,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Geary .  464,  705,  763 

Mentioned .  24,  51,  206,  277-280,  287-290,  296,  303,  308-310,  323,  553,  780,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  283 

Parker,  Edward  L.  Mentioned .  875,997 

Parker,  Gilbert  L.  Mentioned .  796 

Parks,  Marshall  H.  Mentioned .  102 

Parks,  Warham.  Mentioned .  210,250,252 

Parrott,  James  C. 

Mentioned .  20,  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Camiiaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  135 

Parry,  Augustus  C.  • 

Mentioned .  19,111,849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  1.5-Dec.  21,  1864  .  118 

Passaic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  801 

Patton,  Charles  U.  Mentioned . 25,  854 

Patton,  John  D.  Mentioned .  952 

Pearce,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  James  D.  Morgan .  734 

Mentioned .  22, 180-182, 184, 197,  474,  696,  852 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1861 .  190 

Pearson,  Edward  P.,  jr.  ^Mentioned . 74 

Pearson,  Robert  N.  Mentioned .  21,  851 

Peeples,  W.  B.  Mentioned . . .  -  r -  . . . . . .  937 
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Peirce,  Thomas  O.  Correspondence  with  Cyrns  A.  Earnest .  845 

Pelz,  John.  Mentioned .  153 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  E,  24, 25, 277-279,  354, 355,  360,  361, 491,  853, 854. 
Cavalry — Regiments:  9th,  25,  361-363,  365,  366,  369-372,  376,  380,  382,  386- 
389,  854. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/;ts ;  28th,  24, 53, 280,  283, 285, 289-294,  780,  853;  29th,  24, 
309-311,  322-324,  782,  853 ;  46th,  23,  46,  220, 224,  225,  231-233,  263,  323,  853; 
52d,591,  855 ;  73d,  24,  278, 296,  297,  304,  853 ;  79th,  22, 178, 179, 852 ;  109th, 
■  24,  297,  304,  305,  853 ;  111th,  24,  269, 305,  306, 309-311,  324, 325, 463,  782,  853 ; 


147th,  24, 53, 294,  295,  853. 

Pepper,  Alfred  M.  Mentioned . • .  373,378 

Pepper,  F.  L.  Mentioned .  876 

Pepper,  George  W.  Mentioned .  807 

Perkins,  Albert  A.  Mentioned . 90 

Perkins,  George  T.  Mentioned .  23, 852 

Perkins,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams . : . .  664 

Mentioned .  328 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alpheus  S.  Williams. 

Perrin,  Hector. 

Mentioned . . .  20, 145,  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  146 

Perry,  Leonard  B.  Mentioned .  90,424 

Phair,  Edward.  Mentioned .  230 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .564 

Philips,  Henry  L.  Mentioned .  20,  111,  122,  849 

Philips,  P.  J.  Mentioned . , .  98 

Pierce,  Gilbert  A.  Mentioned .  424 

Pierce,  John  M.  Mentioned .  385 

Pine  Barren  Bridge,  Fla.  Expedition  from  Barrancas  to,  Nov.  16-17,  1864. 

Report  of  Andrew  B.  Spnrling . 418 

Pioneer  Corps.  Statistics  of  bridging  and  corduroying  done  by,  during 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign .  92-94 

Pittman,  William.  Mentioned .  128, 140, 143 

Place,  James  E.  Mentioned .  590,  .591,  855,  856 

Platt,  James  D.  Mentioned .  404 

Pocotaligo  Road,  S.  C.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  20, 1864. 

Communication  from  John  P.  Hatch .  770 

Reports  of 

,  Hallowell,  Edward  N .  450 

Trowbridge,  Charles  T .  450 

Poe,  Orlando  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Grover,  Cuvier .  62 

Reese,  Channcey  B .  829 

Sherman,  William  T . r .  811 

Mentioned .  8, 12,  272,  514,  677,  694,  727,  729,  793,  826,  828,  833,  844 

Reports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 . .  56,  .58 

Pointer,  Marcellus.  Mentioned .  988 

Pollard,  Ala.  Expedition  from  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to,  and  skirmishes,  Dec.  13-19 
1864.  Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T . 449 

McKean,  Thomas  .J .  449 

08  Jl  K — VOL  XLIV 
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Pomutz,  George.  Mentioned .  21, 851 

Poole,  D.  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  J.  Hardee. 

Pooler  Station,  Ga.  Skirmisli  between  Eden  Station  and.  See  Eden  and 
Pooler  Stations,  Ga.  Skirmish  between,  Dec.  9,  1864.  ^ 

Pope,  George.  Mentioned . 433 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  832, 842 

Mentioned .  184,  611,  797 

Porter,  George  W.  Mentioned .  674 

Porter,  John  M.  Mentioned .  387 

Porter,  W.  D.  Mentioned .  984 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence-with  A.  H.  Markland .  796 

Pctter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G .  477, 526, 824 

Green,  Joseph  F .  477 

Hatch,  John  P .  786 

Mentioned .  420- 

425, 428,  429,  431,  433,  435, 436,  439,  441, 525, 526,  591,  636,  682, 765, 806,  819 
Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Graham ville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  30, 1864.  425 

Potts,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Beckwith,  Amos .  760 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  760 

Mentioned .  21, 

35,  154,  155,  474,  541,  608, 616,  624,  712,  732,  746,  756-760,  765,  767,  814,  851 

Powell,  Edward.  Mentioned . 876 

Powell,  Eugene. 

Mentioned .  24, 464, 853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  290 

Powell,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  290 

Powers,  Edwin  H. 

Mentioned .  24,854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  351 

Powers,  William.  Mentioned . 200 

Prather,  John  S.  Mentioned .  934 

Pratt,  Joseph  T. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster .  586,  725 

Mentioned .  725 

Preble,  George  H. 

Mentioned .  421,  422,  424,  425,  709,  819 

Report  of  engagement  at  Honey  Hill,  near  Grahamville,  S.  C.,  Nov.  30, 1864.  436 

President,  C.  S.  See  Jefferson  Davis. 

President,  U.  S.  See  Abraham  Lincoln . 

Preston,  General.  Mentioned . .- .  986 

Preston,  Robert  T.  Mentioned . 825 

Price,  Sterling.  Mentioned .  741 

Pringle,  Motte  A.  Mentioned .  914 

Prisoners  of  War. 

Escape  of.  Communications  from 

Dean,  William  B .  586 

Foster,  John  G .  587 

Exchange  of.  Communications  from 

Hardee,  William  J .  871 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  706 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  690 
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Prisoners  of  War — Continued. 

Number  of,  captured  during  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign  by  Union  troops. . .  15, 

75,  76, 238,  348,  367 


Treatment  of.  Communications  from 

Brown,  Philip  P.,jr .  700 

Foster,  John  G .  492,  700,  725 

Sherman,  William  T .  601 

Pritchard,  William  R.  Mentioned . 875 

Private  Property, 

Action  touching.  Communications  from 

Carlin,  William  P .  483 

Hardee,  William  J . 988 

Howard,  Oliver  O . 537 

Wheeler,  Joseph . .  859,986 

Williams,  Alpheus  S .  503,  633 

Depredations  on.  Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr . ‘ .  504 

Caldwell,  John  W .  992 

Davis,  Jefferson  C . •  489 

Howard,  Oliver  O . 521 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  706 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  998, 1002 

Property  Captured,  etc.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864. 

Proudfit,  James  K.  Mentioned .  21, 851 

Pruden, - .  Mentioned . ^ .  974 

Pugh,  Robert  T.  Mentioned .  346 

Pummill,  John.  ,  Mentioned .  399 

Purcell,  Martin.  Mentioned .  153 

Purse, - .  Mentioned . . .  995 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  War  De¬ 
partment,  C.  S .  980 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Corresx)ondence  with 

Biggs,  Herman .  638 

Brown,  S.  Lockwood .  570,  627 

Easton,  Langdon  C . 837 

Foster,  J ohn  G .  568,  666 

Grant,  U.  S .  755 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  555 

Sherman,  William  T .  715,  755, 807,  811 

Thomas,  Charles  W . - .  569,  714 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart . • .  568,  637 

War  Department,  U.  S .  844 

Race,  George  A.  Mentioned .  184 

Rader,  George  H.  Mentioned .  854 

Ragan,  Zachariah  S.  Mentioned .  333 

Railroads.  Miles  of,  destroyed  during  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign  by  Union 

troops .  76,  210,  239, 282 

Rains,  Gabriel  J.  Mentioned .  866 

Rains,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Insi)ector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  878 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  520, 878 

Mentioned . .  865,  883 
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Randall,  Alexander  W.  For  correspondence  as  Acting  Postmaster-Genera], 


see  Post-Office  Department,  U.  S. 

Raney,  G.  P.  Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws . .  934 

Rankin,  William  G.  Mentioned .  826 

Rannels,  David  V.  Mentioned . 400 

Ransom,  Hyatt  C,  Mentioned .  723 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr. 

Assignments  to  command .  877, 942 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones .  904,  909, 918 

Mentioned .  877,  890, 942, 975 

Staff.  Announcement  of .  885 

Rarick,  Jacob  J.  Mentioned .  851 

Rattray,  Charles.  Mentioned .  137 

Raum,  Green  B.  Mentioned . .* _  20,  29, 124,  457, 467,  472, 479,  487,  494,  499, 

512,  513,  539,  544,  549,  558,  566, 573, 580, 595,  641,  660,  672,  686,  693,  774, 849 

Ravenel,  Daniel.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Rawlins,  John  A.  Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S .  506, 507,  518,  736 

War  Department,  U.  S .  507, 518 

Ray,  D.  W.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Red  Legs,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  12 

Reed,  George  H.  Mentioned .  19, 849 

Reese,  Chauncey  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Poe,  Orlando  M .  829 

Tweeddale,  William .  560 

Mentioned .  10,  58,  61,  62, 

68,  70,  71,  74,  471,  473,  486,  522,  529, 537, 560,  648,  677, 678, 683, 685,  756,  833 

Reid,  George  W.  Mentioned .  210,  234, 243 

Reid,  W.  A.  Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws .  888 

Reisinger,  James  W.  H.  Mentioned .  592,856 

Remick,  David. 

Mentioned .  74, 565 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  78 

Remington,  John  E.  Mentioned .  552 

Resaca,  Ga.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  John  B.  Hood  .  737 

Resolute,  C.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  Dec.  12, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15~Dec.21, 

1864.  Deports  of 


Bloodgood,  Edward. 
Carman,  Ezra  A. 
Dustin,  Daniel. 

Gill,  Henry  Z. 


Hawley,  William. 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  J. 
Eeynolds,  John  A. 
Slocum,  Henry  W. 


Ward,  William  T. 
Williams,  Alpheds  S. 
Winegar,  Charles  E. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  45,  215;  Slocum  to  Sherman,  p.  694. 

Mentioned .  45, 158,  208, 215, 219, 222,  235,  238,  250-252,  328,  694,  697,  727 

Reynolds,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  260,  723, 783 

Reynolds,  Granville  H.  Mentioned .  193 

Reynolds,  John  A. 

Mentioned .  25,  206, 210-213,  353,  356,  357,  359, 360,  496,  545, 553, 654,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Camj)aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  353 

Reynolds,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned... .  21,850 

Reynolds,  William.  Mentioned . s .  586 

Reynolds’  Plantation,  Ga.  Engagement  at.  See  Buck  Head  Creek,  or  Bey- 
nolds’  Plantation,  Ga.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  38,  1864. 
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Rhett,  Alfred. 

Assignment  to  command .  942 

Mentioned . 942,997 

Rhoads,  William  C.  Mentioned .  21,851 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  36.  {Battalions) ,  1st,  591,  855;  36  {Batteries) , 

A,  434,  435,  591,  855. 

Rhodes,  John  J.  Mentioned .  875, 993 

Rice,  Elliott  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Corse .  614, 693,  745 

Mentioned .  20, 

30,  70,  86, 125-128,  134, 138,  144,  457,  458,  468,  473, 480,  487, 488,  494,  500, 
513, 523,  530,  539,  544, 549,  573, 580,  595,  605,  614,  622,  648-650,  672,  814,  850 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  128 

Rice,  Marshall  N.  Mentioned .  824 

Rich,  Judson.  Mentioned .  852 

Richman,  Charles  H.  Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 

1864  .  187 

Rickenbaker,  Medicus.  Mentioned .  875 

Rider,  John  J.  Mentioned .  851 

Rider,  Robert  G.  Mentioned .  S3 

Riebsame,  Christian.  Mentioned .  452 

Riely,  John  W.  Mentioned .  891 

Ripley,  Roswell  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Harrison,  George  P.,  jr . 884 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  873 

Mentioned .  874,  875 

Robbins,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  450,  451 

Roberts,  Aurelius.  Mentioned . 19,  849 

Robertson,  Beverly  H. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones .  447, 929,  935,  944,  945,  947,  950 

Mentioned .  411, 416, 444,  874,  875,  904,  910,  911, 914,  944,  964,  971,  975 

Report  of  demonstrations  against  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad, 

S.C.,  Dec.  6-9, 1864 .  446  ^ 

Robertson,  Felix  H.  Mentioned . 375 

Robinson,  Aaron  B.  Mentioned .  22,193,852 

Robinson,  George.  (Captain.)  Mentioned .  718 

Robinson,  George.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned .  220 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Nathaniel  J.  Jacicson. 

Robinson,  George  D.  Mentioned .  449,592 

Robinson,  Israel  C.  Mentioned .  851 

Robinson,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Asmussen,  Charles  W .  723 

Le  Sage,  John  B .  762 

Mentioned .  24,  45-47, 157,  206-208, 

214-216,  218-221, 224,  225,  229, 232,  233, 249,  250,  260,  265-268,  359,  360,  463, 
484,  492, 497,  504, 516, 534, 545, 553, 564,  600,  610,  619,  634,  646,  655,  675,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  252 

Robinson,  Thomas  J.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Elialdm  P. 
Scammon. 

Robinson,  William  C.  Mentioned .  193 

Rochester,  Montgomery.  Mentioned .  826 
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Rockwell,  William  C.  Mentioned . . .  226 

Rocky  Creek  Church,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  2,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga., 
Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 
Atkins,  Smith  D.  Heath,  Thomas  T.  Murray,  Eli  H. 

Baird,  Absalom.  Kilpatrick,  Judson.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Baldwin,  Oliver  L.  King,  Robert  H. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  41. 

Roddey,  Philip  D.  Mentioned .  868 

Rodgers,  Hiram  C.  Mentioned .  578 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  IF.  Slocum. 

Rogers,  George  D.  Mentioned .  268,723 

Rogers,  James  C. 

Mentioned .  23,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  228 

Rolshausen,  Ferdinand  H. 

Mentioned .  24,260,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  260 

Root,  Thatcher  W.  Mentioned .  316 

Roots,  Logan.  Mentioned .  536,  640, 649,  659 

Rose,  James.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Rosecrans,  William  S.  Mentioned .  741 

Rosedew,  Fort.  See  Forts  Bosedew  and  Beaulieu. 

Ross,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  692, 695,  698 

Ross,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

Doane,  Elisha .  770 

Osborn,  Hartwell .  831 

Mentioned .  24,  54,  206,  326,  328,  330,  336, 464, 491, 854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  347 

Rossman,  Alexander  C.  Mentioned .  399,400 

Rough  and  Ready  and  Stockbridge,  Ga.  Skirmishes  near,  Nov.  15,  1864. 

See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864.  Reports  of 
Howard,  Oliver  O.  Sherfy,  William  H.  Woods,  Charles  R. 

O.sterhaus,  Peter  J.  Willison,  Asias. 

Roy,  Thomas  Benton.  Correspondence  with 

Feilden,H.W . 909 

Jones,  Samuel .  908 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  882 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  J.  Hardee. 

Rusk,  Jeremiah  M.  Mentioned .  21, 

550, 561, 567, 573, 596,  607, 615,  623, 631,  651,  662, 850 

Ruttkay,  Albert.  Mentioned . 419 

Ryan,  R.  B.  Mentioned .  411 

Saalmann,  Charles.  Mentioned .  260 

Sabin,  Richard  C.  Mentioned .  852 

Sackett,  Orange,  jr.  Mentioned .  349 

Sale,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg .  895,  - 

898,  901, 902,  904, 910,  915, 916,  925,  927,  929,  941,  951,  954,  958, 1005 

Mentioned .  915,  941, 1005 

Sammis,  George  S.  Mentioned .  442 

Sampson,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  235, 357 

Sampson,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 976 

Sampson,  Jacob  P.  Mentioned .  72,  76, 77 
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Sampson,  William  W.  Mentioned  .  424 

Sanders,  Joseph  G.  Mentioned . .  418,419 

Sanderson;  Thomas  W. 

Mentioned .  25,  362,  366,  389, 854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  403 

Sandersville,  Ga. 


Skirmish  at,  Nov.  26, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-I)ec.  21, 
1864.  Meports  of 


Barnum,  Henry  A. 
Briant,  Cyrus  E. 
Carman,  Ezra  A. 
Clancy,  Charles  W. 
Cogswell,  William. 
Davis,  Jefferson  C. 
Geary,  John  W. 
Gill,  Henry  Z. 
Griffith,  Patrick. 


Harris,  Frederick  H. 
Hawley,  William. 
Hobart,  Harrison  C. 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  .T. 
Langley,  James  W. 
Martin,  Joel  O. 
Morgan,  James  D. 
Pearce,  John  S. 


llobinson,  James  S.  • 
Sherman,  William  T. 
Sill,  Allen  H. 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 
Smith,  Alfred  B. 
Vernon,  Maris  R. 
Wheeler,  Joseph. 
Williams,  Alpheus  S. 


Also  itinei'aries,  pp.  39, 40, 44, 47, 183, 214. 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  25, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec. 
21,  1864.  Deports  of 


Dustin,  Daniel. 
Geary,  John  W. 
Griffith,  Patrick. 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  J. 
Le  Sage,  John  B. 


Poe,  Orlando  M. 
Robinson,  James  S. 
Rogers,  James  C. 
Smith,  Alfred  B. 


Smith,  Robert  F. 
Thomson,  David. 
Wheeler,  Joseph. 
Williams,  Alpbeus  S. 


Also  pp.  44,  45,  214;  Bragg  to  Sale,  p.  S9S;  Hardee  to  McLaws, 

p.  896. 


Sangamon,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Savannah,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Hall,  James  F . 

Hodges,  Mrs . 

Capture  of.  Communications  from 

Lincoln,  Abraham . 

Sherman,  William  T . 

Defenses  of.  Communications  from 


. . : .  801 

7, 12,  209,  280,  783,  792, 806, 965, 973 


764 

764 

809 

783 


Foster,  John  G . . 

Poe,  Orlando  M . . 

Reese,  Chauncey  B . 

Sherman,  William  T . 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  forces.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T . . 

Beckwith,  Amos . . . 

Corse,  John  M . 

Davis,  Jefferson . . 

Davis,  Jefferson  C . 

Dayton,  Lewis  M . 

Hardee,  William  J . 

Howard,  Oliver  O . 

Lee,  Robert  E . 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D . 

Mercer,  Hugh  W . 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J . . 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Mayor  of . . . 

Slocum,  Henry  W . 

Wright,  Ambrose  R . 


.  707 

62,811 
.  829 

828, 844 


...  966,974 

.  772 

. . •  775 

....  966,969 

. .  779 

. .  772 

967, 972-974 
....  773,776 

.  966 

. .  775 

.  973 

.  774 

. .  772 

. .  778 

.  972 
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Savannah,  Ga. — Continued. 

Investment  of,  Dec.  11-21, 1864. 
Communications  from 


Page. 


Baird,  Absalom .  689 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  948,  951,  954,  955, 959, 960 

Black,  Robert .  770 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  686,  757,  759,  767,  775 

Bragg,  Braxton . 951 

Brown,  Philip  P.,  jr .  691 

Carlin,  William  P .  778 

Carman,  Ezra  A .  735,  762 

Corse,  J  ohn  M .  693,  745 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  688,  689,  696, 761 

Dayton,  Lewis  M .  602,  771 

Dustin,  Daniel . 337 

Force,  Manning  F .  759 

Foster,  John  G . .  713,  714,  724 

Geary,  John  W .  713 

Hardee,  William  J  . , .  737, 948,  949,  951,  955,  960,  962,  968 

Howard,  Oliver  O . .  677, 678,  683,  684,  692,  694,  703,  743-745, 765 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  705 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D .  746,  747 

McGowan,  John . , .  770 

Morgan,  J ames  D .  769 

Mower,  J oseph  A .  687 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J . . .  685, 693, 702,  703,  757,  767,  773 

Robinson,  James  S .  723 

Sherman, William  T.676,  683,  694,  704,  718,  720,  737, 741, 743,  749,  756,758,761 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  681,  688,  719,  747,  768 

Sprague,  John  W . . .  758, 759 

Williams,  Alpheus  S . .  681,  721,  722,  734 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B .  962,  963 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning .  714,  736 


See  also  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Deports  of 


Adams,  Eobert  N. 
Baird,  Absalom. 
Baber,  John  J. 
Barnum,  Henry  A. 
Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr. 
Bloodgood,  Edward. 
Briant,  Cyrus  E. 
Brown,  Henry  D. 
Buckingham,  Pbilo  B. 
Buell,  George  P. 
Burton,  James  E. 
Carlin,  William  P. 
Carman,  Ezra  A. 

Case,  Henr3^ 

Channel,  Joseph  E. 
Chatfield,  Harvey  S. 
Clanc3’,  Charles  W. 
Cogswell,  William. 
Corse,  John  M. 

Craig,  John. 

Crane,  Alexander  B. 
Cresson,  Charles  C. 
Davis,  Jeli'erson  C. 
Davis,  Jerome  D. 


Duncan,  Henrj*. 

Dunn,  AV alter  G. 
Dustin,  Daniel. 
Elliott,  Thomas. 
Faulkner,  Lester  B. 
Findley,  Eobert  P. 
Fljmn,  John. 

Garrett,  John. 

Geary,  John  W. 

Gill,  Henry  Z. 

GriflBth,  Patrick. 
Grumbach,  Nicholas. 
Harris,  Frederick  H. 
Hawlej",  AY  illiam. 
Henrj’,  William  Clay. 
Hobart,  Harrison  C. 
How'ard,  Noel  B. 
Howard,  Oliver  O. 
Hoyt,  AY  illiam  H. 
Hurlbut,  Frederick  J. 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  J. 
Jones,  Patrick  H. 
Kilpatrick,  Judson. 
Kirkup,  Eobert. 


Langley,  James  W. 
Leggett,  Mortimer  D. 
Le  Sage,  John  B. 
Locher,  Michael  H. 
Lockman,  J  ohn  T. 
Low,  James  H. 
McDonald,  James  H. 
Martin,  James  S. 
Martin,  Joel  O. 
Merrell,  AYilliam. 
Miles,  David. 

Mindil,  George  AY. 
Morgan,  James  D. 
Mower,  Joseph  A. 
Murray,  Eli  H. 

Oliver,  John  AI. 
Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 
Pardee,  Ario,  jr. 
Parrott,  James  C. 
PaiT3’,  Augustus  C. 
Pearce,  John  S. 

Poe,  Orlando  M. 
Powell,  Eugene. 
Powers,  Edwin  H. 
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Savannah,  Ga.— Continued. 

Investment  of,  Dec.  11-21,  1864. 

^  See  also  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 


Reynolds,  John  A. 

Rice,  Elliott  W. 

Richman,  Charles  H. 
Robinson,  James  S. 
Rogers,  James  C. 
Rolshausen,  Ferdinand  H. 
Ross,  Samuel. 

Scott,  George  H. 

Selfridge,  James  L. 
Sherman,  William  T. 

Sill,  Allen  N. 

Sloan,  Thomas  S. 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 


Smith,  Alfred  B. 
Smith,  Franklin  C. 
Smith,  Giles  A, 

Smith,  John  E. 

Smith,  Milo. 

Smith,  Robert  F. 
Stephens,  Jerome  B, 
Thomson,  David. 
Upton,  Edward  N. 

Van  Yoorhis,  Koert  S. 
Vernon,  Maris  R. 
Walker,  Thomas  M. 


Ward,  William  T. 
Warner,  Lewis  D. 
West,  Francis  H. 
White,  Eben. 

W idm  er ,  J ohn  H . 
Williams,  Alj)heus  S. 
Willison,  Asias. 
Winegar,  Charles  E. 
Winkler,  Frederick  C. 
Woods,  Charles  R. 
Wright,  Myron  T. 
Zulich,  Samuel  M. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  26,  28,  29,  31,  35-41, 45-47,  49,  51-54,  216. 
Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces.  Communications  from 


Foster,  John  G .  786 

Osborn,  Hartwell .  831 

Sherman,  William  T .  785 

Slocum,  Henry  W . 776 

Williams,  Alpheus  S . .  779,  780 

Preservation  of  order  in.  Communications  from 

Barnum,  Henry  A . 781 

Geary,  John  W .  804 

Sherman,  William  T .  801,  812 


Removal  of  families  of  Confederate  officers  from.  Communication  from 

War  Deijartment,  U.  S .  846 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  10,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dee. 

21,  1864.  Reports  of. 


Adams,  Robert  N. 
Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr. 
Bloodgood,  Edward. 
Boyd,  William  S. 
Corse,  John  M. 
Duncan,  Henry. 
Geary,  John  W. 


Griffith,  Patrick. 
Grumbach,  Nicholas. 
Howard,  Oliver  O. 
Hurlbut,  Frederick  J. 
Mower,  Joseph  A. 
Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 


Pardee,  Ario,  jr. 
Selfridge,  James  L. 
Smith,  Giles  A. 

Smith,  Jolin  E. 

Van  Voorhis,-Koert  S. 
Williams,  Alpheus  S. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  28,  29,  36,  46. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864. 

Address  to  the  people  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  by  the  Mayor .  588 

Addresses  to  the  people  of-Georgia. 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  867 

Blandford,  Mark  H .  869 

Echols,  Joseph  H .  869 

Hartridge,  Julian .  869 

Hill,  Benjamin  H .  867 

Lester,  George  N .  869 

Shewrnake,  John  T .  869 

Smith,  James  M .  869 

Bridging  and  corduroying  done  during.  Statistics  of .  92-94 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  15, 

95, 123, 160,  167, 182,  213,  238,  282,  297,  311,  388 

Congratulatory  letters. 

California,  Governor  of .  17 

New  York,  Governor  of . 18 
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Savannah;  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 — Contimied. 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  710 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  647 

Sherman,  William  T .  16 

Smith,  John  E .  124 

Destruction  of  railroads  during.  Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  523, 540, 581, 597,  607,  731, 732 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  562,617 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A .  1012 

Force,  Manning  F . 608 

Geary,  John  W .  553  ' 

Gordon,  Ga.,  Telegraph  Operator  at .  878 

Hazen,  William  B .  731,774 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  549, 556,  592,  730 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J . . .  553,563 

Mower,  Joseph  A .  607,  615 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J .  605,730 

Sherman,  William  T .  469,  488, 527,  528, 556,  729 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  562 

Smith,  Giles  A .  608 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  857 

Williams,  Alpheus  S .  552, 563, 576 

Itineraries. 

Army  Corps,  14th .  37-43,  182-184 

Army  Corps,  15th . - .  25-31 

Army  Corps,  17th .  32-36 

Army  Corps,  20th . . .  43-54, 213-216 

Cavalry  Division,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi .  54,55 

Movements  and  disposition  of  Confederate  vessels  during.  Communica¬ 
tion  from  Thomas  W.  Brent .  965 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  during.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  867, 964,  969-971 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  468,473, 

480,  488,  495,  500,  513, 514, 550,  561, 567, 573, 596,  614,  630,  651,  662,  673, 679 

Bragg,  Braxton .  9M 

Corse,  John  M .  468, 

473,  494,  499, 513, 530,  539, 544, 549,  559, 573,  580, 595, 622, 641, 650, 672 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  470, 

483, 490,  496,  502,  532,  541,  542,  545,  551,  597,  609, 633,  778 

Hardee,  William  J .  877,  928 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  465,  466,  468, 471, 47.8, 485,  493, 

497, 510, 521, 528,  537,  556, 571, 579,  593,  605,  612, 621,  639,  649,  659, 661, 669 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J  .  . .  476, 

'  484,  492,  497, 504, 516,  534, 542,  545,  600,  610,  619, 655, 675, 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D .  469,  473,  481, 495,  615, 673  . 

McKay,  Henry  K .  921 

Morgan,  James  I) .  474 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J .  466, 472, 479, 

486,  494,  498,  511,  512,  522,  529,  538,  548,  557,  565,  579,  594,  613,  640,  650,  671 

Sherman,  William  T .  514,  527, 555, 581, 602,  611, 616, 661 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  412,  475, 482, 491, 503, 532, 551, 576,  582, 583, 663 

Smith,  Giles  A . ' .  469,541 

Smith,  Gustavus  W .  860, 861, 868 
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Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 — Continued. 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  during.  Communications  from 

Smith,  .JohnE . . .  467, 

472, 479,  487,  494,  499,  512,  539,  544, 548,  558,  566, 573,  580, 594,  641,  660, 672 

Williams,  Alpheus  S .  475, 

476,  484,  491,  496, 504, 515,  534,  542, 545,  599, 610, 654, 674 

Woods,  Charles  R .  466,572 

Negroes  freed  during .  75 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning .  506,  .507,  518,  .5.54,  588-.590 

Operations  during.  Communications  from 

Anderson,  Robert  H .  961 

Audenried,  .Tosepli  C .  570 

Baird,  Absalom .  598,  618,  625 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  866,  872,  931,  940 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  622 

Bragg,  Braxton .  895,  901, 915, 916,  925-927 

Breckinridge,  William  C.  P .  922, 928 


-  Brenner,  J.  A .  894 

Browne,  William  M .  900 

Corse,  JohnM .  661 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  582,  626,  663,  674 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W . r .  912 

Foster,  John  G .  699 

Fry,  Birkett  D .  894 

Georgia,  Governor  of .  865 

Hardee,  William  J .  886, 927,  933,  938 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  484,  508,  509,  519,  540,  602,  638,  642,  668,  670,  671 

Iverson,  Alfred .  907 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  361, 498, 507,  509, 584,  690,  698 

Le  Sage,  John  B .  762 

Lewis,  Joseph  H . 922,948 

Ludwig,  E.  T .  920 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J . . .  629,  659, 670 

Peirce,  Thomas  O .  845 

Raney,  G.P .  934 

Rawlins,  John  A .  506 

Roy,  Thomas  Benton . 908 

Sherman,  William  T . , .  368, 

501, 519, 572, 609, 624,  625,  628,  632,  644,  646,  658,  668,  674,  700,  701, 726,  787 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  574,  617, 643, 644 

Smith,  Gustavus  W .  858 

Taylor,  Richard .  888 

Toombs,  Robert .  519 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  520,878 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  8.58,  912 

Prisoners  of  war  captured  by  Union  troops  during .  15,  75,  76,  238,  .348,  367 

Property  captured  and  destroyed  during,  l)y 

Confederate  Troops .  396 

Union  Troops .  63-65,  76,  91, 174, 189, 

210-212,  219, 2.38,  239, 247, 248,  280-282,  348,  356,  358,  367,  368,  389,  395,  781 

Railroads,  miles  of,  destroyed  by  Union  troops  during .  76,  210, 239, 282 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  during.  Communications  from 

Atkins,  Smith  D . 691 

Sherman,  William  T . 688 

Whittle,  Daniel  W .  603 
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Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 — Continued. 

Reported  movements  of  Union  trooj)s  during.  Communications  from 

Aajutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A . 863 

Bcciuregard,  G.  T .  863,869,890 

Coob,  Howell . 862,866 

Fry,  Birkett  D .  872, 874,  883, 884 

Hardee,  William  J . 870,899 

Hartridge,  Alfred  L . .  520,  879, 883, 917 

Smith,  Gustavus  W .  417 

Toombs,  Robert .  862 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  520, 521,  882 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  857,863-865,872,941 

Reports  of 

Acker,  George  S .  396 

Adams,  Robert  N .  138 

Alexander,  Isaac  N .  108 

Atkins,  Smith  D . .' .  389 

Baird,  Absalom . .  203 

Baker,  John  J . 343 

Baldwin,  Oliver  L .  381 

Barnum,  Henry  A .  305 

Baylor,  Thomas  G . * .  63 

Beckwith,  Amos . 65 


Beebe,  Yates  V . .  405 

Blair,  Frank  P.,jr .  147, 148 

Blessingh,  Louis  von . : . .  117 

Bloodgood,  Edward .  344 

Boyd,  William  S .  141 

Briant,  Cyrus  E .  171 

Brigham,  Joseph  H .  174 

Brown,  Henry  D .  331 

Buckingham,  Philo  B .  348 

Buell,  George  P .  160 

Burton,  James  E .  339 

Carlin,  William  P .  168 

Carman,  Ezra  A .  233 

Case,  Henry .  332 

Catterson,  Robert  F . 105 

Channel,  Joseph  R .  202 

Chatfield,  Harvey  S .  315 

Clancy,  Charles  W .  ^201 

Clay,  Hilaud  H .  330 

Cogswell,  William  . . .  239 

Corse,  John  M .  125 

Craig,  John .  294 

Crane,  Alexander  B .  341 

.  Cresson,  Charles  C .  304 

Curly,  Thomas .  103 

Daboll,  Henry  W .  227 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  163 

Davis,  Jerome  D .  130 

Doane,  Elisha .  349 

Duncan,  Henry .  155 

Dunn,  Walter  G . 1 .  304 
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Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Dustin,  Daniel .  334 

Elliott,  Thomas .  311 

Faulkner,  Lester  B .  350 

Findley,  Robert  P  . . .  177 

Flynu,  John .  290 

Force,  Manning  F .  153 

Forman,  Joseph  T . 376 

Garrett,  John .  264 

Geary,  J ohn  W . 269 

Gill,  Henry  Z .  221 

Gilmore,  Robert  M .  378 

Griffith,  Patrick .  231 

Grumbach,  Nicholas .  319 

Hamilton,  William  D .  400 

Harris,  Frederick  H . 240 

Hawley,  William .  248,  251 

Hazen,  William  B . 109 

Heath,  Thomas  T . 398 

Henry,  William  Clay .  142 

Hobart,  Harrison  C .  169 

Howard,  Noel  B .  133 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  65 

Hoyt,  William  H . *. .  301 

Huntington,  David  L .  79 

Hurlbut,  Frederick  J .  144  ^ 

Hurst,  Samuel  H .  352 

J ackson,  N athaniel  J .  216 

Jones,  Fielder  A . 374 

Jones,  Patrick  H .  295 

Jones,  Theodore .  113 

Jordan,  Thomas  J . " . .  386,  389 

Kili,  George  F . 118 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  362 

King,  Robert  H .  379 

Kirby,  Dennis  T .  103 

Kirkup,  Robert . 286 

Langley,  James  W .  196 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D .  152 

Le  Sage,  John  B .  261 

Locher,  Michael  H .  178 

Lockman,  John  T .  299 

Low,  James  H .  175 

Mabry,  William  M .  115 

McCTintock,  James  M . 76 

McDonald,  James  H .  187 

McLaughlin,  James  R .  195 

McMahan,  Arnold .  176 

Martin,  James  S .  114 

Martin,  Joel  O . 189 

‘Martin,  Roger .  132 

Merrell,  William .  230 

Merrill,  Samuel .  333 
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Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Merriman,  Wheelock  S .  140 

Miles,  David . 174 

Mindil,  George  W .  297 

Moore,  Joseph . . . ' . .  162 

Morgan,  James  D .  180 

Mower,  Joseph  A .  149 

Murray,  Eli  H . 368 

Newkirk,  Edward  P . 358 

Oliver,  John  M .  119, 123 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J . : . 81, 91 

Pardee,  Ario,  jr .  283 

Parrott,  James  C .  135 

Parry,  Augustus  C .  118 

Pearce,  John  S .  190 

Perrin,  Hector .  146 

Poe,  Orlando  M .  56, 58 

Powell,  Eugene . 290 

Powers,  Edwin  H  . . .  351 

'  Remick,  David .  78 

Reynolds,  John  A .  353 

Rice,  Elliott  W .  128 

Richman,  Charles  H . *. .  187 

Robinson,  James  S .  252 

Rogers,  James  C .  228 

Rolshausen,  Ferdinand  H .  260 

Ross,  Samuel . 347 

Sanderson,  Thomas  W .  403 

Schoonover,  Jonas .  289 

Scott,  George  H .  116 

Selfridge,  James  L .  223 

Sherfy,  William  H . T.  95 

Sherman,  William  T .  6,7 

Sill,  Allen  N .  242 

Sloan,  Thomas  S .  360 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  156 

Smith,  Alfred  B .  245 

Smith,  Franklin  C . 329 

Smith,  Giles  A .  154 

Smith,  Gustavus  W . 413 

Smith,  John  E .  123 

Smith,  Milo . 101 

Smith,  Robert  F .  185 

Stephens,  Jerome  B .  359 

Thomson,  David  .  265 

Upton,  Edward  N .  108 

Van  Buskirk,  Matthew .  394 

Van  Voorhis,  Koert  S . .  316 

Vernon,  Maris  R .  194 

Walker,  Thomas  M .  324 

Ward,  William  T .  326 

Warner,  Lewis  D .  302 

Watkins,  Hezekiah .  264 
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Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

West,  Francis  H . .• .  267 

.  Wheeler,  Joseph . 406 

White,  Ehen .  186 

Widmer,  John  H . 170 

Williams,  Alpheus  S . ~ . :  206 

Willison,  Asias .  106 

Winegar,  Charles  E . .  356,  358 

Winkler,  Frederick  C .  352 

Woods,  Charles  R . 97, 99 

Wright,  Myron  T .  287 

Zulich,  Samuel  M .  322 

Resolutions  adopted  by  citizens  of  Liberty  and  Tattnall  Counties,  Ga....  827 

Sketches .  112, 151,  308,  511,  720 

Thanks  of  Legislature  of  New  York  to  William  T.  Sherman  for  victories 

during .  18 

Thanks  of  U.  S.  Congress  to  William  T.  Sherman  for  victories  during.  ..T.  856 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  772 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Telegraph  Operator  at.  Correspondence  with  Henry  C. 

Wayne .  887 

Sawyer,  Roswell  M.  Mentioned . 826 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  T.  Sherman. 


Saxton,  Rufus. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G .  564 

Sherman,  William  T .  787,  819 

Mentioned. . .’. .  526,  590, 591,  702,  727, 855 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Beecher,  James  C .  547 

Foster,  John  G .  526,657,824 

Mentioned . - .  547,  590, 591, 855, 856 

Scarborough,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Scherer,  George.  Mentioned .  667 

Schilling,  Eugene.  Mentioned . 1 .  278,282 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with 

Bennett,  Augustus  G . 1  699, 819,  840, 848 

Foster,  John  G .  657,  667,  709,  724,  739,  771, 806, 835,  839 

Mentioned .  699,  724,  819, 840,  848, 855 

Schmidt,  Adolph.  Mentioned .  856 

Schoeninger,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  359,360,476 

Schofield,  John  M.  Mentioned .  17,649,788 

Schoonover,  Jonas. 

Mentioned .  24,288,289,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  289 

Schryver,  Charles.  Mentioned .  19,  849 

Schumacher,  Leo.  Mentioned .  851 

Scott,  David.  Mentioned .  392 

Scott,  Edwin  I.  Corre8i)ondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Scott,  George  H. 

Mentioned .  19,  849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga,,  Cami)aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  116 
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Scott,  Jefferson  K.  Mentioned .  20,849 

Scott,  Orlando  M.  Mentioned .  194 

Scott,  Robert  K. 

Assignment  to  command .  823 

Mentioned . . .  21,  35, 

153, 460,  469,  473,  474, 481,  488, 567,  615,  643,  673,  674,  680,  688,  803,  815,  823 

Scott,  Warren  L.  Mentioned .  357,358 

Seabrook,  J.  L.  Mentioned .  992 

Seay,  Abraham  J.^  Mentioned .  19, 101,  849  . 

Seddon,  James  A.  Mentioned .  869,  903,  915, 919,  990, 1001 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  ITar  Department,  C.  S. 

Selfridge,  Alexander  W.  Mentioned .  225,226 

Selfridge,  James  L. 

Mentioned .  23,  45, 46, 206, 

214,  217-221, 227,  229-232,  237,  244, 249,  257, 258,  268,  322,  327,  336,  337, 463, 
484,  492, 497, 504,  516,  534,  545,  553,  564,  600,  610,  619,  634,  646,  655,  675,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  223 

Senn,  Rufus  D.  Mentioned .  876 

Seymour,  Ira  Bo  Mentioned .  796,804 

Shady  Grove,  Ga.  Skirmish  at.  See  Milieu’s  (or  Shady)  Grove,  Ga.  Skirmish 
at,  Dec.  1, 1864. 

Shand,  Peter  J.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Shannon,  James  H.  Mentioned .  153 

Sharp,  Benjamin.  Mentioned . • . . . .  80 

Sharp,  Patterson.  Mentioned . 458 

Sheldon,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  21,850 

Sheldon,  George  D.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Eckert .  554, 588 

Shellabarger,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned .  76,  96,  97 

Shepherd,  Allen  G.  Mentioned .  212,  355,  357 

Sherfy,  William  H. 

Mentioned . 76-78 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  95 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Mentioned .  18,  969 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864. .  16 

Correspondence  with 

Atkins,  Smith  D .  691 

Audenried,  Joseph  C .  570,667 

Blair,  Frank  .  567,  606,  642,  661, 846  ' 

Boutelle,  Charles  O .  801, 821 

California,  Governor  of .  17 

Dahlgren,  John  A . .  708,  810 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  460,  501, 514 

Dayton,  Lewis  M . . .  692,  771 

Easton,  Langdon  C . 729 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A .  833 

Fisher,  George  A . 752 

Foster,  John  G . . .  707,  735,  749,  752,  770,  786 

Grant,  U.  S .  611,  636,  726,  728,  740,  741,  754,  797,  809, 810, 820,  841 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  701,  741,  798,  837, 842 

Hardee,  William  J .  737 

Hazen,  William  B .  731,  752 

Howard,  Oliver  O  .  99,  509,  519, 528, 536,  555,  556, 565,  571,  572,  578, 592,  593, 602, 
612,  62a  628,  638,  639,  648,  658,  668,  671,  677.  683,  743,  756,  773, 802,  828, 829 
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Sherman,  William  T. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  368,  507, 584,  601,  611,  634,  646,  690,  698,  705-707,  785 

Lincoln,  Abraham .  783,809 

Logan,  John  A..- .  465 

McCallnm,  Daniel  C .  834 

New  York,  Governor  of .  18 

Pagett,A.  J . ! .  827 

Poe,  Orlando  M .  811 

Porter,  David  D .  832, 842 

Qiiartermaster-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A . 1 .  715,  755, 807, 811 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Mayor  of .  772 

Saxton,  Rufus . 787,819 

Slocum,  Henry  W. .  469, 482, 488, 501, 574,  581,  609,  616,  617,  624,  625,  631,632,643, 
644,  651,  652,  662,  674,  680,  688,  694,  695,  704,  718-720,  756,  761,  768,  776,  815 

Sprague,  John  W .  758 

Stanfield,  P.  J .  827 

War  Department,  U.  S .  700 

Webster,  Joseph  D .  787 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  800 

Mentioned .  2,  15-19,  26,  29-31,  33-36,  38,  39,  41,  43,  50,  53-62,  65,  68,  70-75, 

77,  78,  89,  97, 103, 104,  111,  114, 117, 123, 124, 129, 143, 164, 182-184, 190, 204, 
211,  220,  233,  238,  249, 260,  270,  271,  293,  294,  318, 362-364,  366,  372,  386,  400, 
410,  412,  417,  418,  421,  452,  453,  458,  460,  464,  467,  469, 478,  486,  489, 501,  505- 
507,  509,  514,  517-519,  524-528,  535,  538,  543, 547,  554-557, 567-570,  572,  575, 
577, 578,  581,  582,  589,  590,  592, 593,  595,  601-603,  606,  607,  609,  612,  616, 625, 
627,  630,  632,  635,  637,  639,  642,  644-647,  661,  663,  666,  668,  679, 683,  685,  686, 
688,  689,  691,  696,  699,  702,  703,  707-709,  713-715,  718-720,  724,  730,  731,  736, 
739,  740,  743-745,  747, 750,  751,  753-761,  765-768,  772,  776,  777, 783-786,  793, 
796,  802,  809,  815-819,  824-826,  834-837,  839,  840, 844, 846-848, 856,  857, 859- 
871, 881,  884-886,  890,  891, 899, 902, 903,  905,  910,  911,  913, 915,  917,  919,  924, 
926, 930-933,  952, 953,  958,  960,  962,  966,  969, 977,  981,  984,  987,  989,  991, 1012 

Reports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  6,  7 

Thanks  of  Legislature  of  New  York  to,  for  victories  during  Savannah, 

Ga.,  Campaign .  18 

Thanks  of  U.  S.  Congress  to,  for  victories  during  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign.  856 

Sherman,  William  T.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  612 

Sherman’s  Army  starts  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Nov.  15,  1864.  Communica¬ 
tions  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr . 458 

Cobb,  Howell . 858 

Corse,  JohnM .  457 

Davis,  Jefierson  C .  461 

Hazen,  William  B .  456 

Howard,  Oliver  O .  452 

J ackson,  Nathaniel.! .  463 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D .  460 

Mower,  .Joseph  A .  459 

Osterhaus,  Peter  .! .  1.53, 1.54 

Sherman,  William  T . .  151, 160 

Slocum,  Henry  W .  160,161 

Smith,  .John  E .  1.57 

Ward,  William  T .  Ifil 
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Sherman’s  Army  starts  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Nov.  15,  1864 — Coutiiined. 


Communications  from 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  859, 860 

Williams,  Alpheus  S .  461-463 

Woods,  Charles  R . 455 

Shewmake,  John  T.  Address  of,  to  the  people  of  Georgia .  869 

Shier,  Henry.  Mentioned . : .  22 

Shilling,  Eugene.  Mentioned . 682 

Showers,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned .  23,852 

Shrieves,  Harry.  Mentioned .  403 

Signal  Me.ssages.  (Confederate.)  Intercepted  by  Union  signal  officers . -  840 

Sill,  Allen  N.  - 

Mentioned .  23,  749,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dcc.  21,  1864 .  242 

Silliman,  William.  Mentioned .  440-442, 591, 818 

Silsby,  William  H.  Mentioned .  849 

Silva,  Charles.  Mentioned .  427 

Sims,  Richard.  Mentioned .  921 


Sister’s  Ferry,  Ga.  Skirmish  near.  See  Cypress  Stvamp,  near  Sister’s  Ferry, 
Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  7,  1864. 


Sketches. 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga .  112 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Deo.  15, 1864  .  720 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864  .  151,  308,  511 

Skinner,  George  R.  Mentioned .  393 

Sladen,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned . .  75 

Slaves.  See  Negroes. 

Slie,  - .  Mentioned .  585 

Sloan,  Thomas  S. 

Mentioned . . . . .  25,  354, 854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  360 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  412, 

461,  575,  582,  598,  645,  653,  663,  674,  680,  681,  689,  695,  696,  747,  761,  768,  778 

Dayton,  Lewis  M .  704,  776, 777 

Howard,  Oliver  O . 776 

Sherman,  William  T. . .  469,  482,  488, 501,574, 581,  609, 616,  617,624,  625, 631,  632, 
643,  644,  651,  652,  662,  674,  680,  688, 694,695,704,718-720,756,761,768,776,815 

Williams,  Alpheus  S .  461,  475, 491,  496,  503,  514, 515, 552, 562, 576, 583,  697 

Mentioned .  6-12, 14-16,  22,  25,  37, 

43,  45,  46,  58,  59,  63,  70,  71,  73, 152, 156, 160,  164-166,171, 182, 195,  213,  217, 
221,  248,  249,  268, 280,  302,  308,  327,  329,  341,  348,  359, 361,  364,  410, 451,  452, 
461,  475,  491,  496,  501,  503, 515, 524,  527, 528,  532,  540, 562, 572, 575-578, 582, 
583,  590,  592,  593,  598, 599, 601,  602,  611,  612,  628,  629,  638, 639,  646,647, 653- 
655,  658,  664,  665,  669, 676,  680,  681, 686,  692,  696,  697,  713,  727,  742,  743,  756, 
761,  767,  768,  771,  779,  780,  788,  789,  794,  833,  844,  848,  851,  870, 874,  884,  922 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  156 

Staff.  Announcement  of .  816 

Sloe,  Albert  G.  Mentioned .  373 

Smaltz,  John.  Mentioned .  80 

Smedes,  Cornelius  H.  Mentioned .  751,7.54 

Smith, - .  Mentioned .  5.35 

Smith,  Abner  B.  Mentioned .  122 
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Smith,  Alfred  B. 

Mentioned .  23,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  245 

Smith,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  788,  820,  919 

Smith,  Augustus  B.  Mentioned .  744 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.  CorresjDondenee  with  G.  T.  Beauregard .  918 

Smith,  Frank  K.  Mentioned . ’ .  439 

Smith,  Franklin  C. 

Mentioned .  24,  53,  206,  326-328,  336,  337,  341,  353,  464,  492 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  329 

Smith,  George  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  l\  Carlin. 

Smith,  Giles  A. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr .  496,  531,  536,  767 

Mentioned .  21,  35,  65-68,  73, 124, 147, 148, 154, 

168, 169,  458,  468, 469,  473,  478,  481,  488,  495,  500,  501,  509,  519, 522,  530,  531, 
536,  550,  561,  567, 573,  581, 596,  607,  614,  615,  623,  630,  631,  651,  662,  667,  673, 
679,  680,  687,  712, 717,  732,  746,  757-760,  765,  767,  773,  776,  814,  815,  823, 851 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  154 

Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Assignment  to  command .  1006 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J .  906,911 

.Jones,  Samuel .  914 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  916 

Taylor,  Richard .  417 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  857-861,868 

Mentioned . 413,419, 

485,  800,  841,  886,  890,  905,  911,  913,  914,  932,  964,  967, 970-972,  974, 1006 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  ^  413 

Smith,  Gustavus  W.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  817 

Smith,  Hamilton.  Mentioned . 893 

Smith,  Henry  J.  Mentioned .  133 

Smith,  Horace  J.  Mentioned .  .  393 

Smith,  James  M.  (Captain.)  Mentioned .  161 

Smith,  James  M.  (Confederate  M.  C.)  Address  of,  to  the  people  of  Georgia.  869 

Smith,  John.  Mentioned .  299 

Smith,  John  E. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  124 

Correspondence  with  Peter  .J.  Osterhaus .  93,  784 

Mentioned .  20, 25,  28, 29, 65,  66,  71,  73,  81-85,  87-91,  94,  95, 110, 120, 124, 125, 127, 

i28, 132, 136,  454,  455,  465,  466,  472,  478,  479,  483,  486,  493, 494,  497,  498,  510- 
512,  .522, 523,  529,  530,  536,  538,  539,  548,  558,  560,  566,  571,  580,  594,  613, 621 , 
640,  649, 650,  659,  668-672,  685,  711,  712,  7.38,  744,  773,  775,  784  ,  794  ,  808,  849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  ]5-De(*.  21,  1864 .  123 

Smith,  Luther  R.  Mentioned .  354 

Smith,  Martin  L,  Mentioned .  905 

Smith,  Milo. 

Mentioned .  19,  2.5,  100,  455,  456,  466,  467,  5.58,  572,  849 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cami)aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  101 

Smith,  Norman  W.  Mentioned .  998 

Smith,  Robert  F. 

Mentioned .  22,  40,  181,  182,  IHI,  1«9,  474,  696,  8.52 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  185 
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Smith,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  849 

Smith,  Samuel  J.  Mentioned .  561,  758 

Snodgrass,  William  H.  Mentioned .  23,852 

Snyder,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  374 

Sonoma,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  777 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Communication  established  with 
Sherman’s  army,  Dec.  12,  1864.  Communications  from 

Fisher,  George  A . .  708,  751 

Wess,  Lewis .  709 

South,  Department  of  the.  (Union.) 

Aifairs  in,  generally.  Commimications  from 

Foster,  John  G . . .  464, 506, 516, 524,  817,  824, 839 

Geise,  Frank . . .  601 

Hatch,  John  P .  505,535 

Potter,  Edward  E . ' .  477 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander .  699,  709,  739,  806,  835,  839 

Thomas,  Charles  W .  635 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G .  564,  657 

Hatch,  John  P .  554,765 

Scammou,  Eliakim  P .  .547 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G .  525, 526,  547,  655 

Hatch,  John  P .  723,  739 

Potter,  Edward  E .  824 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Foster  :  No.  172,  835. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Foster:  No.  416,  806;  No.  417,  818.  Hatch: 

No.  4,  682;  No.  11,  765;  No.  13,  787;  No.  238,  554;  No.  239, 

565. 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Nov.  30,  1864 .  590,591 

Dec.  26,  1864 .  819 

Dec.  31,  1864 .  855,856 

Recommendations  for  promotions  in.  Communication  from  John  G.  Fos¬ 
ter . ; .  818 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  in.  Communication  from 

Edward  E .  Potter . 786 

South  Carolina. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communication  from  Governor  of  South  Carolina.  986 

Enactment  by  Legislature  of,  regarding  slave  labor  .  .  981 

Movements  and  disi^osition  of  troops  in.  Communication  from  Robert  C. 

Gilchrist . ■ . . • .  938 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T . .  . . . . .  953 

Bragg,  Braxton . . . . .  907,  913 

Cliesnut,  James,  Jr . . ' .  931,957 

Dahlgren,  J  ohn  A . . . . .  ^ . . .  543 

Fiser,  JohnC . . * .  1006 

Gartrell,  Lucius  J . : .  931 

Grant,  U.  S . • . . * .  535 

Hardee,  William  J . . 906,  908,  909,  91  913,  914,  919,  920 

Humes,  William  Y.  C . ' .  1010 

Jenkins,  John . . . .  909 


INDEX. 


1093 


South  Carolina — Continued. 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Jones,  Samuel . 

Robertson,  Beverly  H . 

Sherman,  William  T . 

Taliaferro,  William  B . . 

Younj^,  Pierce  M.  B . 


Page. 


890,  904,  909,  914, 950, 951 

.  950 

.  786 

.  956 

.  953,957,958 


South  Carolina,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson . . .  949,  952,  986, 1000, 1004 

Jones,  Samuel .  914,  915,  927 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  15th,  876,  997;  18th,  876;  18th  {Batteries), 

A,  875,  945 ;  B,  997.  Regiments :  1st,  444,  505,  875,  876,  997 ;  1st  {Batteries), 
E,965;  2d,  835,  875,  876,  997;  2d  {Batteries),  D,  993,1000;  3d,*  447,835, 

875,  997. 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  German  (Rafferies),  A, 875,  975,  997,1000;  B, 
875,890,997;  Palmetto,  875;  Palmetto  (Raffmes),  A,  993,  997,1000;  D, 

997, 1000 ;  E,  876 ;  F,  997 ;  G,  993,  997, 1000.  Batteries :  Beaufort,  875,  945, 

993,  997,  1000;  German,  444,  446,  448,  875,  997;  Gist  Guard,  875,  997; 
Johnson’s,  875 ;  ^Lafayette,  87.5,  963,  993,  997,  1000;  Marion,  875,  997; 
Mathewes’,  875,  997;  Pee  Dee,  997;  Santee,  875,  890,  997;  Wacca- 
maw,  875;  Washington,  875,997. 

Cavalry — Companies :  Keitt’s,  875 ;  Kirk’s  Partisan  Rangers,  443,  875, 890, 
908,909,945,970,971,  975,  992,  1000;  Sparks’,  875;  Steele’s,  875;  Stono 
Scouts,  875.  Regiments:  1st,  875,  876,  992,  999;  3d,  443,  875,  879,  937, 

957,  961,  962,  970,  971,  975,  976,  992,  993, 1000. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  Reserves,  993,999;  2d  Reserves,  993,  999;  3d 
Reserves,  876;  4th  Reserves,  876,  885;  5th  Reserves,  876;  6th 
Reserves,  876,  884, 993,  999;  7th  Reserves,  876;  8th  Reserves,  993,  999; 
Citadel  Cadets  (*8fafe),  443-447,  936.  Regiments:  1st  Militia,  992,  999; 

2d  Militia,  971,975,993,999;  3d  Militia,  971,975,993,999;  4th  Militia, 
971,975,993,  999. 

South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Department  of.  (Confederate.) 


Affairs  in,  generally.  Communication  from  G.  T.  Beauregard .  1009 

Confederate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Nov.  20, 1864  .  874-876 

Dec.  18, 1864  . . . .  / . . .  965 

Dec.  26, 1864  . 992,993 

Dec.  28, 1864  . .’ .  999, 1000 

Jone.s,  Samuel,  assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Florida .  1009 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Hardee,  William  J  ; .  974,  976, 1002 

Wheeler,  Joseph  .- . 1004 


Orders,  Circulars,  series  1864 — Hardee:  No.  2,  972;  Dec.  19,  967. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Hardee:  No.  92,  1005.  Cobb:  No.  30,990. 

Ransom :  No.  7,  885.  Wright:  No.  8,  972. 

Orders.  General  Field,  series  1864 — McLaws  :  No.  1,  9.52. 

Orders,’ Special,  series  mA— Hardee :  No.  282  ,  877;  No.  311,  997;  No. 
313;  1006. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1864 — Hardee:  No.  2,940;  No.  9,  958;  No. 
17,  974;  No.  18,  976;' No.  203,  942.  McLaws:  No.  9,985. 


Also  called  1st  Ilt'gulars. 
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South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Department  of.  (Confederate) — 
Continued. 

Ke-enforcements  for.  Communications  from 

De  Saussure,  W.  F.,  et  al .  1011 

Lee,  Robert  E .  1012 

Southwestern  Virginia.  Operations  in.  Newspaper  extracts  concerning.  736,825 

Spaulding,  Oscar  J.  Mentioned .  311,  316 

Spear,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned .  393 

Speed,  John.  Mentioned . ^ .  336 

Spencer,  George  E. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr .  504,  566,  596 

Mentioned . ' .  25,  453,  531,  5.50,  7.32,  854 

Spicer,  Silas.  Mentioned .  805 

Spooner,  Henry  K.  Mentioned . * .  260 

Sprague,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

B1  air,  Frank  P . ,  j  r .  758,  759 

Sherman,  William  T . 7.58 

Mentioned .  21,  32-34, 149, 150,  459,  596,  607, 

608, 615,  623,  643,  651,  662,  679,  687,  746,  756,  757,  759-761,  77.3,  775,  795.  850 
Springfield,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  10, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign, 

Xov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Bcpovt  of  Fielder  A.  Jones,  p.  375. 

Spurling,  Andrew  B.  Report  of  expedition  from  Barrancas  to  Pine  Barren 

Bridge,  Fla.,  Nov.  16-17,  1864 .  418 

Squier,  John  F.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Jefferson  C.  Davis. 

Stackhouse,  William  P.  Mentioned... .  2.3,8.52 

Stake,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned .  992 

Stanfield,  P.  J. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman .  827 

Mentioned .  828 

Stanley,  David  S.  Mentioned .  788 

Stanley,  Josiah.  Mentioned .  375 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned .  627,  628,  715,  840,  846,  847 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  V.  S. 

Statesborough,  Ga.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  4,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga..  Cam¬ 
paign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Beports  of 

Hazen,  William  K.  Oliver,  .Tohn  M.  Osterliaus,  Peter  .T. 

Howard,  Oliver  O. 


Also  Osterhaus  to  Howard,  p.  621. 

Station  No.  5,  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  4,  1864. 

See  Savannah ,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Beport  of 


Kirhy,  p.  104. 

Steedman,  James  B.  Mentioned .  478 

Steele,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  919 

Steele,  J.  J.  Mentioned . 875 

Steele,  S.  W.  Mentioned .  411 

Stephens,  Jerome  B. 

Mentioned .  25,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  (la.,  Cam])aign,  Nov.  1.5-Dec.  21, 1864 .  359 

Stetson,  Ebenezer  W.  Mentioned .  366,  .370,  371,  373 

Stewart,  Alexander  P.  Mentioned .  866 

Stewart,  J.  M.  Mentioned .  411 

Stickney,  Amos.  Mentioned .  58,74,821,822,833 

Stinson,  Robert  B.  Mentioned .  184,475 
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Stockbridge,  Ga.  Skirmish  near.  See  Rough  aud  Ready  and  Stockhridge,  Ga. 
Skirmishes  near,  Nov.  15,  1864. 

Stockdale,  Sidney  A.  Mentioned .  826 

Stoddard,  George  G.  Mentioned .  424, 436, 437,  441 

Stolbrand,  Charle.s  J. 

Correspondence  with  Peter  Osterhaus .  766 

Mentioned .  20,  30,  89,  90,  95,  454,  466,  472,  479,  512,  523,  .530,  671,  794,  850 

Stone,  George  A. 

Assignment  to  command .  830 

Mentioned .  19,  830,  849 

Stone,  Michael.  Mentioned .  23, 852 

Stoneman,  George.  Mentioned .  17,80,362,508,740,788 

Stoney,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  446 

Stough,  William.  Mentioned .  402 

Strength  of  Troops.  See  Organization ,  Strength,  etc. 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S.  Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton .  952 

Jones,  Samuel .  914 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  Jones. 

Strong,  Edward  N.  Mentioned . 11 

Strong,  William  E.  Mentioned . . .  74, 468, 661 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Oliver  0,  Howard. 

Stuart,  H.  M.  Mentioned .  997 

Stuart,  Owen.  Mentioned .  20, 85,  86, 122, 849 

Sturdevant,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned .  816 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Guerin,  H.  C .  865 

War  Department,  C.  S .  980 

Subsistence  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck.  555 
Subsistence  Stores.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Summers,  James  M.  Mentioned . 203 

Surgeon-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  War  Department, 

U.S . 627 

Surtlime,  J.  P.  Correspondence  with  AVar  De])artment,  C.  S .  1011 

Suter,  Charles  R. 

Correspondence  Avith  John  G.  Foster .  764 

Mentioned .  62,  824 

Swayne,  Wager.  Mentioned . ~ .  21,850 

Sweeney,  Terrence.  Mentioned .  299 

Sweetbrier,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 543 

Swift,  Captain.  Mentioned .  178 

Swing,  Peter  F.  Mentioned .  393 

Swisher,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  193 

Sylph,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  7.36 

Sylvan  Grove,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Noa'.  27,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cani- 
2)aign,  Nov.  15-J)ec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 
Forman,  .Joseph  T.  Jones,  Fielder  A.  Murra.v.  Eli  H. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  .54. 

Symons,  William  R.  Mentioned .  985 

Tabor,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned .  351 

Taggart,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned . * .  74,604 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Oliver  O.  Howard. 
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Taliaferro,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samnel . 956 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  985 

Wheeler,  Joseph . 973 

Mentioned .  444,  874,  876,  950,  957,  964,  969-971,  975,  992,  997, 998 

Tanner,  Matthew  W.  Mentioned .  203 

Tarr,  Horace  G.  H.  Mentioned .  349 

Tatnall,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with  Lnfayette  McLaws .  906 

Mentioned .  783 

Tattnall  County,  Ga.  Resolutions  adopted  by  citizens  of.  See  Liherty  and 
Tatinall  Counties,  Ga. 

Taylor,  B.  F.  Mentioned .  885 

Taylor,  James  H.  Mentioned .  373 

Taylor,  Peter  A.  Mentioned .  492 

Taylor,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Offiee,  C.  S.  A .  865 

Bragg,  Braxton  . .  916 

Davis,  Jefferson .  911 

MeLaws,  Lafayette .  928 

Smith,  Gustavns  W . 417 

\Vhe6ler,  Joseph . . .  857-861, 863,  864, 884, 888 

Mentioned .  406,  414,  604,  859,  862, 863,  865, 

866,  868,  872,  881, 884,  886,  888,  889,  895,  899,  900,  905,  910,  916,  932,  984,  998 

Taylor,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned .  Ul 

Taylor,  William  N.  Mentioned .  74,148 

Tennessee,  Army  of.  (Confederate.) 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1864 — Caldwell:  Dec.  26,  992.  Wheeler:  Nov, 

15,  859;  Dec.  4  ,  928;  Dec.  10,  946. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Anderson:  Dec.  15,  961.  Wheeler:  No.  7, 

1002;  No.  8,  1007. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Wheeler:  No.  110,  1004. 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  (Union.) 

Orders,  series  1864 — Mower:  Dec.  1,  596;  Dec.  2,  607;  Dec.  3,  615;  Dec. 

4,  623;  Dec.  6,  643;  Dec.  7,  651;  Dec.  8,  662;  Dec.  10,679. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1864 — Corse:  Nov.  17,  480;  Dec.  6,  641.  Mower: 

Dec.  11,  687.  Osterhaus:  Nov.  14,453.  Smith,  Giles  A.:  Nov. 

24,  541;  Nov.  27,  562;  Dec.  3,  616.  Smith,  John  E. :  Dec.  25, 

124. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Belknap  :  No.  10,  831.  Hazen  :  No.  64,  456; 

No.  70,  731;  No.  74,  795;  No.  77,  845.  Mower:  No.  64,  459; 

No.  69,  795.  Osterhaus  :  No.  56,  744;  Nos.  60,  61,  838.  Smith, 

Giles  A. :  No.  25, 481 ;  No.  26, 567.  Smith,  John  E.  :  No.  92,  457 ; 

No.  93,467;  No.  94,  472;  No.  95,  479;  No.  96,  487;  No.  97, 

494 ;  No.  98, 499 ;  No.  99,  512.  Williamson  :  No.  8, 830.  Woods  : 

No.  80,467;  No.  81,830;  No.  83,  845. 

Orders,  General  Field,  series  1864 — Howard:  No.  26,521;  No.  33,710; 

Nos.  38,  39,  822. 
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Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  (Union) — Continned. 

Orders,  Sjiecial,  series  1864 — Howard:  No.  167,  452;  No.  2  5  7,478;  No. 

259,  492;  No.  260,  510;  No.  2  73  ,  620;  No.  291,821.  Blair: 
No.  281,458;  No.  282,  468;  No.  283,  473;  No.  284,  480;  No. 
285,  488;  No.  2  86,  495;  No.  28  7,  500  ;  No.  288,  513;  No.  289, 
523;  No.  290,  550;  No.  291,  561;  No.  292,  567;  No,  293,573; 
No.  294,  581;  No.  295,  596;  No.  296,  607;  No.  297,  614;  No. 

2  98,  622;  No.  300,  630;  No.  301,  651;  No.  302,  662;  No. 
303,  673;  No.  304,  679;  No.  305,  686;  No.  306,  712;  No.  308, 
732;  No.  310,  746;  No.  311,  757;  No.  3  12  ,  767;  No.  317,  815; 
No!  318,  822.  Corse  :  No.  50,  814.  Hazen  :  No.  181,  456;  No. 
185,  548;  No.  194,  711.  Mower:  No.  170,  733;  No.  178,  830. 
Osterhaus  :  No.  171,  454;  No.  172,  466;  No.  173,  472;  No.  174, 
479;  No.  175  ,  486;  No.  176,  494;  No.  178,  512;  No.  179,  522; 
No.  180,  529;  No.  181,  538;  No.  182,  543;  No.  183,  548;  No! 
184,  557;  No.  185,  565;  No.  186,  579;  No.  187,  594;  No.  188, 
605;  No.  189,  613;  No.  190,  621;  No.  191,  640;  No.  192,  650; 
No.  194,  671;  No.  195,  685;  No.  198,  702;  No.  199,  730;  No. 
201,  744;  No.  204  ,  784;  No.  205  ,  794;  No.  207,  808;  No.  208, 
813;  No.  2  10,  834;  No.  211,  838.  Smith,  Giles  A.  :  Dec.  4,  624; 
No.  147,  469;  No.  148,  474;  No.  153,  608;  No.  157,  712;  No. 
161,760;  No.  164,  804.  Smith,  John  E.  :  No.  236,  539;  No. 
237,  544;  No.  238,  548;  No.  239,  558;  No.  240,  566;  No.  241,  ' 
.573;  No.  242,  580;  No.  243,  594;  No.  244,  622;  No.  245,  630; 
No.  246,  641;  No.  247,  660;  No.  248,  672;  No.  249,  686;  No. 
250,  693;  No.  2  58  ,  774.  Woods  :  Nov.  15,  466;  No.  238,  455; 
No.  245,  558;  No.  2  50,  629. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1864 — Howard :  No.  168,  465;  No.  169,  471; 

No.  170,  478;  No.  171,  485;  No.  172,  493;  No.  173,  497;  No. 
174,  510;  No.  175,  521;  No.  176,  528;  Nos.  177,  178,  537; 
No.  179,  68,  .556;  No.  180,571;  No.  181,579;  No.182,593;  No. 
183,605;  No.  184,612;  No.  185,  621;  No.  186,628;  No.  187, 
639;  No.  188,  649;  No.  189,  659;  No.  190,  669;  No.  191,  677; 
No.  192  ,  684;  No.  193,  692;  No.  194,  710;  No.  195,  716;  No. 
196,  730;  No.  198,  743;  No.  199,  756;  No.  201,  773;  No.  203, 
794;  No.  205,  813;  No.  206,  821;  No.  207,  829;  No.  208,834. 
Corse  :  No.  4,  457;  No.  5,  468;  No.  6,  473;  No.  7,  480;  No.  8, 
487;  No.  9,  494;  No.  10,  499;  No.  11,  513;  No.  12,  .523;  No. 
13,  530;  No.  14,  539;  No.  15,  544;  No.  16,  549;  Nos.  17,  18, 
559;  No.  19,  573;  No.  20,  580;  No.  21,  595;  No.  22,  605;  No. 
23,  614;  No.  24,  622;  No.  25,  641;  No.  26,  650;  No.  27,  672. 
Leggett  :  No.  149,  460;  No.  150,  469;  No.  151,  473;  No.  152, 
481;  No.  153,488;  No.  154,495;  No.  156,  530;  No.  160,  567; 
No.  161,  574;  No.  163,  597;  No.  164,  615;  No.  167,  643;  No. 
168',  651;  No.  169,  673;  No.  170,  680;  No.  171,  687;  No. 


184,  823.  Osterhaus  :  No.  177,  498.  Woods:  Nov.  29,  572. 
Or<;anization,  strength,  etc.  See  Jifississqjjn,  Military  Division  of  the. 
Keconnnendations  for  promotions  in.  Communications  from 

lilair,  Frank  P.,  jr .  8U 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D .  803 

Williamson,  .James  A.,  assigned  totemporary  command  of  1st  Division,  15th 

Army  Corps  .  8.30 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Battalions  :  9th,  HO.  Regiments:  Ashby’s,  988;  McLeroore’s, 

409,  410,  631. 
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Terry,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned .  506 

Terwilliger,  James.  Mentioned . . .  18 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Regiments  :  8th,  409,  410, 1010;  11th,  409. 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  . .  836,  840 

Thomas,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G .  635,783 

Quarterniaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A .  569,  714 

Mentioned .  568, 569, 586, 637,  638,  656,  723, 829 

Thomas,  C.  M.  Mentioned . , . . .  943 

Thomas,  George  H.  Mentioned .  7, 13,  17.  18, 156,  612,  636,  652,  702,  728, 

729,  740,  741,  755,  788,  793,  795,  797-799,  809,  833,  841,  843,  846,  919,  932,  933 

Thomas,  John  M.  Mentioned . 371,380 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant-GeneraV s  Office,  V. 

S.  A. 

Thomas’  Station,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  3, 1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  ('ampaign, 

Nov.  15- Dec.  21,  186 A.  Eeporis  of 

Atkins.  Smith  D.  Sherman,  William  T.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Kilpatrick,  Judson. 

Thompson,  J.  C._  Mentioned . ^ .  447,992 

Thompson,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned .  329 

Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned . 888 

Thom.son,  David. 

Mentioned .  24,260,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  265 

Thurber,  James  D.  Mentioned .  432,433 

Tiffany,  Lysander.  Mentioned .  495 

Tilghman,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned .  591,856 

Tillson,  John.  Mentioned .  21, 

149,  459,  597,  607,  615,  623,  643,  651,  662,  679,  687,  733,  795,  796,  830,  8.50 

Titus,  Edgar  H.  Mentioned .  424,434,435,591 

Todd,  William  B.  Mentioned . .  453, 465,  471,  486,  493, 522,  640, 649,  659 

Toombs,  J.  H.  Mentioned . ' .  880,  885 

Toombs,  Robert.  Correspondence  tvith  Governor  of  Georgia .  519,  862 

Topping,  E.  Hibbard.  Mentioned .  23,852 

Torpedoes.  Employment  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

.  Davis,  Jefferson .  880 

Jones,  Samnel .  880, 885 

Torrence,  Henry.  Mentioned .  162 

Torrey,  William  H.  Mentioned .  432,  433 

Tourtellotte,  John  E.  Mentioned .  20,849 

Tousey,  Woodford.  Mentioned- .  161 

Towaliga  Bridge,  Ga.  Affair  at,  Nov.  17, 1864.  i^ee  Savannah,  Ga.,  (’ampaign, 

Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Ecport  of  Bahhvin,  p.  381. 

Towner,  Horatio  N.  Mentioned .  826 

Tradewell,  James  D.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Tramel,  Sanford.  Mentioned . -  .536 

Transportation.  (Army.)  See  Muniiions  of  War. 

Transportation.  (Railroad  and  water.)  Communications  from 

Cuyler,  R.  R . 995 

Foster,  John  G .  750 

McCallum,  Daniel  C .  834 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  I-.  S.  A .  755 
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Trapier,  James  H. 

Correspondence  Avitli  Samuel  Jones .  890 

Mentioned . . .  874,  875 

Trask,  Howell  H.  Mentioned .  38 

Trego,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned . . . '  331 

Trezevaut,  James  D.  Mentioned . .  992 

Tripp,  Stephen  S.  Mentioned .  21,850 

Trowbridge,  Charles  T. 

Mentioned . . .  .  450, 591, 855 

'Eeport  of  skirmish  near  the  Pocotaligo  Eoad,  S.  C.,  Dec.  20, 1864 .  450 

Tubbs,  George.  Mentioned .  226 

Tucker, - .  Mentioned .  322 

Tucker,  J.  R.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones .  880 

Tucker,  Julius  G. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generahs  Office,  C.  S.  A .  1008 

Mentioned .  1004 

Tweeddale,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Chauncey  B.  Eeese .  560 

Mentioned .  19, 58,  59,  74, 478,  538, 560, 613,  650,  717,  732,  756, 848 

Tyler,  Rockwell.  Mentioned .  427,591 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.  Eeturns  of. 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.  Engagement  at,  Dec.  13, 1864  .  95 

Honey  Hill,  S.  C.  Engagement  at,  near  Grahamvilie,  Nov.  30,  1864 _  425 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864 .  15, 

95, 123, 160, 167, 182,  213,  238, 282,  297,  311,  388 

Mentioned. 

Colored. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments  :  2d  {Batteries),  G,  591,  855. 

Infantry — Regiments:  3d,  591,856;  21st,  591,  667,  855;  26th,  564, 
591,818,824,855;  32d,  422,  426-431,  591,  855;  33d,  4.50,  451,  591, 

765,  771,  855 ;  34th,  431,  433,  547, 591,  682.  856 ;  35th,  426-428,  431, 

547, 591,  856;  102d,  423, 424,  426, 432-435, 564,  591,  855. 

Regulars. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  5th  { Batteries),  K,  354. 

Infantry — Regiments  :  13th,  826. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Gulf,  Department  of  the . .  592,  856 

Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the .  15,  16, 19-25,  590,  696,  848-854' 

South,  Department  of  the .  590,  591,  819,  855, 856 

Upton,  Edward  N. 

^Mentioned .  108,849 

Eeport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-1  )ec.  21, 1864 .  108 

Van  Brimer,  Joshua.  Mentioned .  193 

Van  Buskirk,  Matthew. 

Mentioned .  2.5,  362,  366,  389,  .391,  392,  8.54 

Eeport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,1864  .  394 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Van  Deusen,  Delos.  Mentioned . ; .  19,113,849 

Vandever,  William.  Mentioned .  178 

Van  Sellar,  Henry.  Mentioned .  20,139,141 

Van  Slyke,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 441 
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Van  Vliet,  Stewart. 

Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-General’s  Ofi6ce,  U.  S.  A .  568,  637 

Mentioned .  568, 569 

Van  Voorhis,  Koert  S. 

Mentioned .  24,782,853 

Keport  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  316 

Van  Winkle,  Edgar  B.  Mentioned .  424 

Van  Wyck,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  855 

Veale,  Moses.  Mentioned .  277,285,796 

Vernon,  Maris  R. 

Mentioned .  22, 193, 852 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  194 

Vernon  River,  Ga.  Naval  attack  on  Forts  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu  on.  See 
Forts  Bosedew  and  Beaulieu,  Vernon  River,  Ga.  Naval' attack  on, 

Dec.  15-21,  1864. 

Vidal,  Theodore  C.  Mentioned . . .  425 

Villepigue,  F.  L.  Mentioned . 876 

Vinton,  David  H.  Mentioned .  637 

Wade,  Thomas-H.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Wagener,  F.  W.  Mentioned .  875 

Wagner,  Charles.  Mentioned .  299 

Walcutt,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  8, 19, 

26, 56,  66, 67,  82, 83, 90,  97-99, 101, 102,  105, 106,  108,  363,  369, 455,  467,  788 
Walker,  Thomas  M. 

Mentioned .  24,782,853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  324 

Wallace,  Alfred.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Wallace,  Frederick  S.  Mentioned .  260,268 

Walnut  Creek,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  20,  1864,  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Cani- 
2)aign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 

Atliins.  Smitli  D.  Kilpatrick,  Judson.  ^Van  Buskirk,  Matthew. 

Walpole,  John  B.  L.  Mentioned .  875 

Walter,  George  H.  Mentioned .  875,  997 

Ward,  Edward  W.  Mentioned .  682 

Ward,  J.W.  Mentioned .  876 

Ward,  Mayham.  Mentioned . -- .  875 

Ward,  T.  A.  Mentioned .  922 

Ward,  William  T. 

»  Correspondence  with 

Dustin,  Daniel .  337 

Williams,  Alpheus  S .  476,  524,  546, 

600,  601,  610,  611,  619,  620,  664,  665,  675,  676,  681,  705,  723,  779,  782,  823,  838 

Mentioned .  24,  43-46,  50,  53,  206, 207,  209,  213- 

218,  224,  235,  255,  262, 272, 274-276,  318, 329,  330,  334,  335, 337,  340,  348,  462, 
463,  475,  476,  484,  491,  492,  496,  503,  504,  515,  524,  534,  542,  552,  553,  563,  599, 
600,  610,  631,  633,  634,  645,  646,  654,  655,  664,  675,  676,  722,  749,  831,  835,  854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  326 

Staff.  Announcement  of .  682 

War  Department,-  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  866,  977,  979 

Banskett,  John .  1011 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  866,  970 

Bragg,  Braxton .  901 

Bryan,  R.  S .  1011 
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War  Department,  C.  S. — Coutinued.  Correspondence  with 

Bryce,  Campbell  R .  1011 

Bryce,  Robert .  1011 

Clark,  J.L .  1011 

,  Cobb,  Howell .  977 

Crawford,  Andrew . •- .  1011 

Crawford,  J.  A . 1011 

Davis,  Jefterson .  925,  990, 1011 

Dent,  J.  E .  1011 

De  Saussure,  W.  F .  1011 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A .  1012 

Georgia,  Governor  of . . .  876 

Gonrdin,  J.  F .  1011 

Guignard,  J.  S . 1011 

Hardee,  William  J .  864,  870,  902,  905,  994, 1004 

Hayne,  J.  W .  1011 

Hope,  Edward . 1011 

jQlinston,  Rufus  M . 1011 

Johnston,  W.  B .  1011 

Join's,  Samuel .  903 

Kenisou,  E.  L .  1011 

Laughlin,  Alexander .  1011 

Levin,  Jacob .  1011 

Lyons,  J.C . i .  1011 

McKenzie,  J .  1011 

Martin,  William .  1011 

Martin,  William  E .  1011 

Muller,  H . 1011 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of .  915 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  980 

Ravenel,  Daniel .  1011 

Ray,  D.  W .  1011 

Rose,  James . : .  1011 

Scarborough,  W.  H .  1011 

Scott,  Edwin  I .  1011 

Shand,  Peter  J . . .  1011 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A .  980 

Surtlime,  J.  P .  1011 

Tradewell,  James  D .  1011 

Wade,  Thomas  H .  1011 

Wallace,  Alfred .  1011 

Wells,  J.  H .  1011 

Yates,  William  B . : .  1011 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G .  846,847 

Grant,  U.  S .  754,  765,  806,  809,  820, 825 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office.  U.  S.  A .  844 

Rawlins,  John  A .  507,  518 

Sherman,  William  T .  700 

Surgeon-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A .  627 

Ware,  William.  Mentioned .  76,77 

Warner,  Lewis  D. 

Mentioned . . .  24,  853 
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Washington,  George.  Mentioned .  827 

Waterhouse,,Allen  C.  Mentioned .  22,452,453, 

458,  468, 473,  480,  488,  495,  500,  513,  523,  530,  550,  562,  746,  767,  815,  823,  851 

Waters,  William.  Mentioned .  373 

Watkins,  Hezekiah. 

Mentioned . . r .  24,  260,  853 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  264 

Watkins,  John  W.  Mentioned .  286 

Watson,  Louis.  Mentioned .  184,576 

Watson,  Pliny  E.  Mentioned .  350 

Watts,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  932 

Wayne,  Henry  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Cohb,  Howell . 520,  873 

Fry,  Birkett  D .  521,  878 

Hall,  H.  T .  520 

Hardee,  William  J .  906,  907 

Ludwig,  E.  T .  920 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  520,  873, 877,  878,  881,  882,  887,  891,  892,  896, 897,  920 

Rains,  George  W .  520,  878 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Telegraph  Operator  at .  887 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  893,  897, 907,  912 

Mentioned .  104, 520, 554, 588,  589,  604,  630,  879,  882-884. 886-888, 894-896 

Wayne,  Richard  A.  Mentioned .  691,875,985 

Waynesborough,  Ga. 


Action  at,  Nov.  27-28,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Kov.  15-Dec. 
21,  1864.  Deports  of 


Acker,  George  S. 
Atkins,  Smith  D. 
Baldwin,  Oliver  L. 
Forman,  Joseph  T. 


Hamilton,  \Yilliam  D. 
Jones,  Fielder  A. 
Jordan,  Thomas  J. 
Kilpatrick,  Judson. 


King,  Robert  H. 
Murray,  Eli  H. 

Van  Buskirk,  Matthew. 
Wheeler.  Joseph. 


Also  itinerary,  p.  54;  Bragg  to  Sale,  p.  902;  Bragg  to  Jones,  p.  904. 


Engagement  at,  Dec.  4,  1864. 

Communications  from 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  634 

Sherman,  William  T .  639 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  929 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Kilpatrick .  647 


See  also  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Kov.  15-Dec.  21,  1864.  Reports  of 


Acker,  George  S. 
Atkins,  Smith  D. 
Baird,  Absalom. 
Baldwin,  Oliver  L. 
Beebe,  Tates  V. 
Davis,  Jefferson  C, 


Gilmore,  Robert  M. 
Hamilton,  AVilliam  D. 
Heath,  Thomas  T, 
Jordan,  Thomas  J. 
Kilpatrick,  Judson. 


King,  Robert  H. 
Murray,  Eli  H. 
Sanderson,  Thomas  W. 
Tan  Buskirk,  Matthew 
Wheeler.  Joseph. 


Also  itineraries ,  pp.  41,  42,  55. 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  28,  1864.  See  Savannah,  Ga..  Campaign,  Kov.  15-Dec. 
21,  1864.  Reports  of 


Kilpatrick,. Judson.  King,  Robert  H.  Wheeler, .Joseph. 

A 1  so  i  t  i n era ry ,  p .  55. 

Webb,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned . . .  875,935 

Weber,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  21 
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Webster,  Joseph  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Dayton,  Lewis  M .  826 

Sherman,  William  T. .  787 

Mentioned .  826 

Weirick,  John  H.  Mentioned . ^ .  76,96,97 

Welles,  George  E.  Mentioned .  21,851 

Welles,  Gideon.  Mentioned .  2, 419 

Wells,  J.  H.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Wess,  Lewis.  Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster .  709 

West,  Francis  H. 

Mentioned . .  24,  208,  257-259,  265, 853 
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West,  J.  T.  Mentioned .  879 

West,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  399 

Weston,  H.  James.  Mentioned .  442 

Wetzel,  Adam.  Mentioned .  299 

Wheaton,  John  F.  Mentioned .  935 

Wheeler,  Horatio  N.  Mentioned .  90 

Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  Avith 

Allen,  William  W . 917 

Anderson,  Robert  H .  961, 988 

Beauregard,  G.  T. . . .  858-860, 864,  867,  874,  964,  966,  973 

Bragg,  Braxton .  857-860, 

864,  865,  868,  872,  903,  906,  910-912,  916,  921,  926,  929,  930, 934,  938,  941,  998 

Breckinridge,  William  C.  P .  922,928 

Byne,  Edmund . 691 

CakDvell,  John  W .  991 

Clanton,  James  H .  858 

Cobb,  Howell .  857,  859,  860, 863,  864,  872 

Colcock,  Charles  J . *  941 

Colcock,  Thomas  H .  946 

Dobbs,  S.  P .  926 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W . 943 

Georgia,  Governor  of .  857-860,  863, 864 

Gonzales,  Ambrosio  J .  1007 

Hardee,  William  J .  857-860,  863, 864, 880, 897, 900, 

906,  907,  912, 948,  949,  955,  960,  962,  968,  973,  976, 986,  988,  991, 995,1001,1002 

Hood,  John  B .  857-860,864,868 

Hunter,  W.W .  955 

Iverson,  Alfred .  897,  907, 1008 

.1  ones,  Samuel .  973 

Kilpatrick,  Judson .  627,  635,  690,  706 

Lewis,  Joseph  H .  922, 1004 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  981,  994, 995 

Slierrnan,  William  T . 1 .  800 

Smith,  Gustavus  W .  857-861, 868 

Taliaferro,  William  B .  973 

I’aylor,  Richard .  857-861,  863,  864, 884, 888 

Wayne,  Henry  C .  893,  897,  907,  912 

Wright,  Moses  H .  857,  858,  860 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B . 962 
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Wheeler,  Joseph — Continued. 

Mentioned  . . . .  8,  9,  42, 48, 50, 53-55,  57,  68,69, 83,85, 90,  98,105,110, 115, 164, 165,  180 
183,  200,  236, 254, 263,  272,  274,  323,  361-365,  368,  370-372,  375,  378, 380,  382’ 
385-387,  389-392,  394,  398,  401, 403,  404,  413,  417,  445,  507, 508, 565, 570, 574, 
575,  578,  584,  586,  589,  593,  601,  604,  609,  618,  634,  639,  643, 647,  663,  668,  688, 
692,  695,  706,  789,  790,  793,  836,  859,  862,  863,  866, 867, 869-872,  881, 886, 892- 
896,  898-902,  904-908,  910,  913,  915,  917,  922,  925,  929,  931-933,  943,  951,  958, 
959,  961, 965,  967,  971,  975,  979,  988,  991,  992,  998, 1000, 1001, 1004,  i008-1010 
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Wheeler,  Woodbury,  Mentioned .  968 

Wheelock,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  309,319,796 

White,  Colonel,  Mentioned . 988 

White,  Charles  L,  Mentioned . 373,381 

White,  Eben.  Report  of  Savannah,  Ga,,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec,  21, 1864  _  186 

White,  John  B.  Mentioned .  444,  445,  447,  448 

White,  John  W,  Mentioned .  19,548 

White,  Moses, .  Mentioned .  271 

Whitehead,  Frederick  F,  Mentioned .  90 

For  correspondence  as  A,  A,  G,,  see  Peter  J.  Osferhans. 

Whiting,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  161 

Whiting,  William  H,  C,  Mentioned .  825 

Whitney,  Henry  A,  Mentioned .  451 

Whitney,  Madison  P,  Mentioned .  220 

Whittelsey,  Henry  M, 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S,  Williams .  697 

Mentioned .  210,  211,  233,  238,  250,  252,  633,  697 

Whittemore,  Charles  B,  Mentioned . « .  569 

Whittle,  Daniel  W. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O,  Howard .  603 

Mentioned .  74 

Whittlesey,  Eliphalet,  Mentioned . : . . .  74 

Wickes,  Edward  A,  Mentioned .  220 

Widmer,  John  H,  Report  of  Savannah,  Ga,,  Campaign,  Nov,  15-Dec,  21, 1864.  170 

Wilcoxson,  Albert  H.  Mentioned .  856 

Wilcoxson,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  430 

Wilde,  Hiram,  Mentioned . . 189 

Wildt,  Edward  A,  Mentioned .  422,  435,  436 

Wiles,  Greenberry  F.  Mentioned . . .  21, 823, 851 

Willard,  Ammiel  J.  Mentioned .  424,  856 

Williams,  Alpheus  S, 

Correspondence  with 

Asmnssen,  Charles  W .  626,  653,  654 

Buell,  George  P . : .  769 

Carman,  Ezra  A .  697,  734,  762 

Cogswell,  William . 464 

Geary,  John  W .  476,  477,  524,  546,  553,  568, 

'  577,  578,  583,  619,  620,  626,  627,  646,  655,  664,  681,  689,  704,  721,  749,  763,  780 

Hawley,  William .  .535,  704 

Hughes,  Samuel  T . .  504,  618 

.Tackson,  Nathaniel  .T. .  476,  515,  619,  645,  654,  (>81,  698,  721,  722,  734,  762,  779,  835 

Perkins,  Henry  W .  664 

Slocum,  Henry  W. . : .  461, 475,  191, 496, 503, 514,  515, 552, 562,  576, 583, 697 
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Williams,  Alpheus  9. — Contiimed« 

Correspondence  with 

Ward,  William  T .  476, 524,  546, 

600,  601,  610,  611,  619, 620,  664, 665,  675,  676,  681,  705, 723, 779,  782, 823, 838 

Whittelsey,  Henry  M .  697 

Mentioned .  7-9, 15, 16,  23,  37,  38, 40, 43,  45, 46, 54, 56, 57, 

65,  156-160,  162-166,  180-184,  195, 197, 199,  212, 213, 217-219, 221,  227-229, 
235,  286,  239, 250, 251, 268, 270,  279,  280,  308, 324,  326,  327,  355-357,  360, 365, 
372,  378,  393,  40^  413, 460, 461,  464, 477, 496, 501, 504, 514, 519, 524, 528, 532, 
533,  535, 546,  551, 555, 568, 572,  574, 575, 577, 578,  582-584, 590, 595, 598-601, 
609, 611,  616-620, 626, 632,  643-646,  652,  654, 655,  663-665,  674-676,  680,  681, 
689,  695,  697, 704, 705.  712,  720-723,  734,  742,  743,  747-749,  761-763, 769, 778- 
780,  782,  789-791,  823, 835,  838,  848,  853, 857, 859,  860,  870, 883, 884, 922, 941 
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Williams,  Crandall  W.  Mentioned .  21 

Williams,  James  H.  Mentioned .  876, 884 

Williams,  John  S.  Mentioned .  387 

Williams,  J.  S.  Mentioned .  952 

Williams,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  193 

Williamson,  James  A. 

Assignments  to  command .  830, 845 

Mentioned .  19, 70, 85, 86,  99, 100, 109, 126,  456, 467, 558,  572, 659, 830, 845, 849 

Williamson,  James  C.  Mentioned .  11,751 

Williamson,  John  W.  Mentioned .  993 

Willis,  Colonel.  Mentioned . 414,416,889 

Willison,  Asias. 

Mentioned .  19, 97  - 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  106 

Willoughby,  Richard  H.  Mentioned .  855 

Willson,  Lester  S.  Mentioned . 307 

Wilson,  Fred  H.  Mentioned .  103 

Wilson,  Harrison.  Mentioned . . . -. . .  ^ .  851 

Wilson,  James.  Mentioned . . . . .  416, 510 

Wilson,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  Judson  Kilpatrick .  361 

Mentioned .  361,400 

Wilson,  James  S.  Mentioned . 193 

Wilson,  J.  S.  Mentioned . 876 

Wilson,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned . 482 

Wimberly,  John  T.  Mentioned .  875 

Winder,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeueraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A .  978 

Mentioned .  977-979 

Winegar,  Charles  E. 

Mentioned . .' .  25,  354,  553, 854 

Reports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  356, 358 

Wing,  Lucius  M.  Mentioned . 338 

Winkler,  Frederick  C. 

Mentioned . . . . .  24, 854 

Report  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864 .  352 

Winslow,  John  A.  Mentioned .  18 

Winters,  George  T.  Mentioned .  373 
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Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  1st,  107;  5th,  23,  204,489,  696,  852;  10th, 25, 

362, 365,  370, 371, 402, 405, 406, 854 ;  12th,  20, 31, 109, 539, 572, 850. 

Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs :  3d,  23, 208,  215-217, 220, 234-236, 238, 240, 242-244, 246- 
252, 346, 535,  735, 749, 853 ;  12th,  21, 100, 851 ;  16th,  21, 851 ;  17th,  21,  460, 

851;  18th,  20,849;  21st,  22, 851;  22d,  24,  215,258,  328,  336-338,  344-347, 

357,  782, 854  ;  25th,  21, 34, 151,  495, 550,  850;  26th,  24,  352,  353,  854;  31st, 

24, 47, 49,:220, 254, 257-259, 263, 265-269, 723,  853  ;  32d,  21, 151, 850. 

Wise,  B.  Taylor.  Mentioned .  367 

Wiseman,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  186 

Withers,  John.  Mentioned . 985 

Wolfley,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  379 

Wood,  Edward  J.  Mentioned .  20,849 

Wood,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  290 

Wood,  McLain  F.  Mentioned . .  21, 850 

Woodbury,  Edward  B.  Mentioned .  285 

Woodford,  Stewart  L. 

Mentioned .  424,428,818,847 

Reports  of  demonstrations  against  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad, 

S.  C.,  Dec.  6-9, 1864 .  438,  440, 441 

Woodham,  James  R.  Mentioned . 419 

Woodhull,  Max. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard .  92 

Mentioned . J .  74, 834,  838 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Peter  J.  Osterhaus. 

Woodman,  Ephraim  W.  Mentioned . * .  592,856 

Woods,  Charles  R. 

Correspondence  with  Peter  J.  Osterhaus .  92,  629, 686, 703, 738, 745,  784 

Mentioned .  19, 25, 26, 65-71, 73, 79, 81-91, 

94,  95, 101, 102, 105, 120, 124, 127, 128, 138,  144,  379,  387,  454,  455,  465-467, 
472, 478, 479, 486, 487, 494, 497,  498, 509-513, 522, 529, 530, 538, 539, 548, 557- 
559, 565,  566, 571, 579, 580, 594,  605, 613,  614,  620, 621, 638, 640,  642, 649, 650, 
659,  670-672, 685, 693, 702, 738,  747, 771,  773-775,  784,  794, 808, 830, 845, 849 


Reports  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  97, 99 

Woods,  William  B.  Mentioned .  19, 101, 102,  773, 804 

Woodward,  George  M.  Mentioned .  432 

Woodworth,  John  M.  Mentioned .  90 

Worlsy,  Isaiah  C.  Mentioned .  76 

Worthington,  W.  N.  Mentioned .  446 

Wright,  Ambrose  R. 

Assignment  to  duty .  891 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson .  884, 889 

McLaws,  Lafayette . .  883 

Mentioned .  891,  964,  967, 971, 972,  974,  975, 998, 1001, 1005 

Wright,  George  W.  Mentioned .  849 

Wright,  Horatio  G.  Mentioned .  966 

Wright,  James  S.  Mentioned .  21,850 

Wright,  Moses  H.  Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler .  857, 858, 860 

Wright,  Myron  T. 

Mentioned .  24, 209, 279, 284, 286 

Report  of  Savaunah,  Ga.,  Campaign,  Nov.  15-Dec.  21, 1864  .  287 

Wright,  William  W.  Mentioned .  .  834 

Wynn, - .  Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard .  807 
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Wyoming,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  526,547 

Yarrington,  George  E.  Mentioned . . . .  856 

Yates,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  C.  Davis . . .  544 

Mentioned .  22,  59, 160,  212, 272, 563, 618,  738, 851 

Yates,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  876 

Yates,  William  B.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  1011 

Young,  Campbell  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  Boss. 

Young,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  801 

Young,  Peter  F.  Mentioned .  824,825 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samuel .  953,  957, 958, 963 

Wheeler,  Joseph .  962 

Mentioned .  445,447,902,917? 

921,  925, 933, 939,  944-947, 950,  953,  956, 957, 961,  964, 971,  975, 988,  995, 1010 

Zickerick,  William.  Mentioned .  20,89,850 

Zinken,  Leon  von.  Correspondence  with  William  J.  Hardee .  921 

Zulich,  Samuel  M. 

Mentioned . ; .  24,  782, 853 
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